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Social Media  

 

• on social media platforms  

in at  

The other day, I was on YouTube, and I saw…. 

• social media  on social media  

I follow Gu Ailing on social media. 

• social media platform  

Weibo is one of the most popular social media platforms in China. 

I’m following Gu Ailing on all her social media platforms . 

• social media sites platform  

Sometimes when I’m bored, I just look through different social media 

sites and find interesting posts  and videos. 

• social media user ; social media lover

; social media freak ; avid social media user

avid avid smoker ; avid reader

; avid traveler  

• YouTuber YouTube V 

• influencer  

Nowadays a lot of advertisers and big companies love getting in touch 

with influencers to promote their products. 
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• hater: The best thing to do 

to a hater is: ignore them. 

• keyboard warrior  

• troll + ta

 

a troll :  

troll someone :  

     He’s just a troll online, ignore him.  

     Stop trolling each other online. 

• cyberbully:  v.  

• cyberbullying:  n. 

Cyberbullying is such a very serious social phenomenon because 

people can comment anonymously online. 

 

• follower  

Tara has a lot of followers on social media. 

• fanbase  

An influencer would do anything to widen their fanbase.  

 

• netizen  people online 

He got involved in a political argument with some netizens. 

• feed  a feed a post  

 

One day I saw a link showing up/popping up in my social media feed. 
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/  

• algorithm  

• clickbait  

The reason why people hate clickbait is that it’s sensational

. Many times, the content and the title are irrelevant. 

• live stream  ;  livestream/stream  

In order to grow her fanbase, Tara streams every other day on Weibo. 

• live-streamer anchorman/anchorwoman

 

• tip, reward, send gifts 

When a live-streamer is streaming, viewers  can buy tokens

 and send them to the streamer, or send gifts to reward  the 

streamer. 

She gets a lot of tips  during the live stream. 

In China, when someone livestreams, viewers can send gifts to show 
their support. And we call these gifts “the little rockets”. Basically, 
those streamers will get a lot of little rockets, and each rocket equals 

to certain amount of currency . They can cash them out 

later. 

• b  

If you like this video, please hit the “like” button/please give it a 
thumbs-up. 

Leave a comment.  

Share this video.  
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• social eating live stream:  Mukbang “ ”  

• big eater:  

• hashtag  

• viral  

That video really went viral last year and got millions of clicks . 

• meme [mi:m]  

mem. 

There’s a famous mem in China, and we call it the “the fake smile 
boy”. Basically, it’s the picture of a boy who smiles super 
awkwardly, and some netizens just put his smile everywhere to 
portray a very socially awkward moment. 
 

1. When did you start using social media? 

  

• I think it was around my first year of university/ college/ high 
school; 

• I got into social media when I was in high school, so that’s gotta be 

around 2010 2010 ; 

• Give or take  It was around 2014, give or take. 

• I started with Weibo, I think

with . 

①  Umm, I think it was around 2017 when I was in uni. To be honest, I 
jumped on “the social media bandwagon” pretty late (jump on the 

bandwagon ). I first started with Weibo. At that time/ 

Back then , it was all the rage super 

popular . And all my friends were using that platform, so it was a great 

way to reconnect with old friends and stay in the loop  

with what's going on in the world.  
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② I got into social media was when I was still a high school student, so 

that's gotta be around 2010, give or take . I started with 

WeChat, which was all the rage  back then in China and still is 

today . I remember, in the beginning, I only had 
maybe 20, 30 friends on WeChat and we were just posting random stuff

 and silly jokes, or complaining about our lives

, it was like a place to journal  and have fun with friends. 
And nowadays as we grow older, we share more important life updates 
on WeChat, like a job promotion, starting a family,  having a baby, things 

like that.  

2. Do you think you spend too much time on social media? 

be hooked on sth. / be addicted to sth. /have one’s eyes 

glued to sth. /be crazy about sth.  

①  I hate to admit it but yes, I definitely spend too much time on social 

media. I’m really hooked on  those short funny videos on 

TikTok. They are meaningless , but they are highly entertaining

. Sometimes I just lose hours and hours of time

 without realizing it. I really want to cut down on my screen time

. It’s a huge waste of time, and I could have used that time to do 

something more meaningful . 

 

②  Yeh for sure! I’m so addicted to  social media, and so does 

everybody around me. To give you an example, when my friends and I 
hang out together, sometimes we are together but not together at the 

same time , because everyone has their eyes 

glued to their phones. It’s so sad to think about.  

 Ummm, not really. I’m not super crazy about social media / I’m not a 

big fan of social media. Maybe I’m a little old-fashioned ? My 

friends call me the “grandma/grandpa” / . I’m 
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just not into all the clickbait content , the sensational things

. Each time when I scroll on social media , I’m 

flooded with all kinds of feeds . It’s too 

much/overwhelming.  

3. Do your friends use social media? 

① Oh yeh, most of my friends are avid social media users . 

They love getting on social media platforms and browsing around

. Some of them love watching videos on video-sharing platforms

like TikTok or Bilibili (which is a Chinese social media site). Some 

of them are more interested in online articles and the news.  

② For sure! My friends and I are millennials 1981-1996

80 90  1997 -2013 Gen Z  generation Z . We 

grew up with social media. It’s a huge part of our lives! It’s a source of 

information , it’s a way to connect with people

, and it’s a life style .   

③ Ummm, some of them are very keen on using social media

 on a daily basis, but not all of them . I’ve 

noticed that some of my friends are trying to cut down on  their 

screen time , so that they can find more inner peace

. Some of them even have deleted their social media accounts to 

avoid the temptation .  

4.  What do you people often do on social media? 

 

 
 

social media
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5. Do you want to work in social media? Why? 

 I’m interested in social media marketing , and being 

able to work with advertisers, big companies, and online influencers. It 
sounds like such a fun experience! And plus, everybody can see that 

social media is the future . Anybody, any product can get famous 

overnight . It’s all about fanbase , viewership

, algorithm , and exposure . Knowing how to utilise the 

information to promote and sell products sounds very interesting. 

 

 I want to be a successful influencer, and I’m actually working on 

becoming one! So far, I’ve been building my personal brand  on 

several platforms, and I’ve been growing my fanbase. Currently I’ve got 
250,000 followers. So yeh, definitely I’d like to work in social media. I like 
the flexible working hours and location in this industry, and also, I love 

the fact that I can have an influence on people.  

 No, not really. That would be the last thing I want to do

= . I’m not interested in this field at all. It’s not for me. I’m 0 

sociable, 0 tech-savvy, and I have no sense of marketing

whatsoever . I’m definitely 

not qualified for this kind of jobs.  

6. What’s the most popular social media platform in China? Why? 

Off the top of my head , “little red book” is super 

trending/ all the rage  in China, especially among females. It’s 

kind of like the Chinese version of Instagram Ins . This platform 

is mainly about sharing pictures and short videos. People share 

everything on little red book, from product reviews  to 
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parenting , from life philosophy  to travel tips

, from vlogs to Out Fit of the Day(OOTD), everything. People like 

how informative  it is.  And also, it's like you can take a sneak 

peak at other people’s lives . And then, what else, 

Bilibili is another super popular and well-liked social media platform. It’s 

like the Chinese YouTube  where people sharing all kinds of 

videos, usually longer videos with quality content . It’s a 

place where people can learn things and get information in depth

. Self-education  has been becoming a major trend around 

the world, including China.  

 

Collect things  

 

• a collector of XXX; a XXX collector 
     I’m an avid collector of music CDs. 

• memorabilia  

He's an avid collector of Beatles memorabilia. 

     Those family photos have been handed down through generations. 
They’re our family memorabilia.  

• Some people like to collect things that has familial and emotional 

meaning . 

• We collect things that have/hold sentimental values . 

• Some people have collections from childhood: sports cards

, comic books , dolls , teddy bears , mini 

cars, … 
• Some people collect for enjoyment and fun. Art, wine, music boxes, 

CDs, concert tickets.  

• stock up  
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I love stocking up on toilet paper. 

• hoard  

Sometimes, people may go overboard  in collecting and blur 

the line between collecting and hoarding

.  

• hoarder  

• clutter  v./  n. 

The walls were cluttered with paintings and prints. 
The room is cluttered with things and clothes. 
There was a clutter of bottles on the shelf. 
I hate clutter. 

• declutter  verb 

• minimalist  

• minimalism  

• minimal life  

In recent years, I have been leaning towards having a minimal life. 

• less is more  

1.  Why do some people like to collect things? 

 I guess, the vast majority of the people collect stuff because it gives 

them a sense of accomplishment and nostalgia. For example, collecting 
stamps, old music CDs, or sports cards, they hold a lot of sentimental 
value. It’s not just about the items themselves, but the stories they carry

 or the memories they bring back .  

 

+  

And for a few people, they end up collecting things as a way to fill a void

, you know? It starts as a hobby, but somehow

 turns into a hoarding issue

. Maybe it gives them a sense of security . But quickly it 

微：lovepapa10086
全网最新最全雅思资料课程
嘎嘎上岸独家整理更新



Tara 老师口语 2024 年 1-4 月 part1 素材   

 

 

gets out of hand/ gets out of control  and becomes a huge 

problem. +  

 For many people, it’s like a hunting game. They go out and try to find 

the most precious and rare edition of  a comic book, a 

music CD, a sports card, a stamp, a vintage toy. It brings a sense of 
excitement, and once they find the item they want, ahhhhh, it’s euphoria

. It’s like they’re on top of the world . It’s that 

dopamine that they can’t get enough of .  And 

plus, if you are sharing your collection with people in the same 
community who will appreciate your collection as much as you do, that’s 
a big part of the fun as well. Just like the saying goes “shared joy is a 
double jo 
 
2. Where do they collect things? 
Since I’m not a collector, I'm not really sure where exactly people would 

go. I would imagine that , for example, stamp collectors would 

to the local post office  or some local stamp dealers to get 

some special editions; and then, probably there are sports card shops 

where people can trade cards , buy cards or sell cards; and I've 

seen vintage music CD stores where people can get second-hand music 

CDs CD . AND, don’t forget, these days  there’re also 

modern ways to collect things. You can find anything you want online 

and buy items from individuals or online marketplaces . They 

offer access to collectors around the world. 
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1. Do you collect things? 
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Yeh, I love collecting stamps. I have a quite big collection  

actually. For me, it’s like I can hold onto a piece of history

 through those stamps. They’re like vivid history books. And also, I 

enjoy finding and purchasing rare stamps . That brings me a 

strong sense of accomplishment and pride . 

And finally, stamp collecting is also a great way to meet new friends who 

share a common interest.  

 I’m a music buff , so I collect music CDs. My dad built up a 

large collection and stopped his hobby when I was born. Later, I started 

my own collection, and now sometimes we would go to record shops

 together! That’s a great way to bond with my dad . We 

can have a common interest to share with each other. For me, seeing a 
collection built up over the years is an incredible feeling! I’m so proud of 

myself.  

 I love collecting Japanese action figures, you know, those PVC toy dolls 

(PVC )? I love Japanese animation movies . My 

favourite figure is XXXX . I have 20 figures. I 

know they are kind of “useless”, but I just love looking at them. They are 

really good stress relievers .  

 I don’t really collect things. I’m a minimalist, and I hate clutter

. So, I don’t want to stockpile my living space with things

, even if it’s collectible things, meaningful things

, like books, CDs. It’s just not my life, not who I am. 

I’m the kind of person who believes that less is more .  

 I don’t really collect things. I hate clutter , and I don’t 

like stocking up on things . I’m kind of leaning towards 

minimalism now. I know some people may say that collecting 
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things can bring you a lot of happiness, as they have emotional value. But 

too much clutter can be emotionally overwhelming . I 

need to constantly organize my things, making new room for new things, 

it could be really mentally draining .  

2. Are there anything you keep from childhood? 

 Well, not me, but my mom keeps EVERYTHING from my childhood. My 

baby hair, my first baby tooth, my little sweater, my shoes, my toys, and 
my paitings. It’s really nice of her, and at the same time, I’m amazed by 
how many things she keeps at home. Our home is cluttered with all kinds 

of things. I think my mom is one step away from being a hoarder

. Hahah, just joking!  

 I’ve kept all my childhood paintings. I love painting. And, when I see 

those paintings, see how much I’ve improved over the years, I feel so 
touched and incredibly happy. These precious memories are like 

gemstones  in my life. It’s like I have the access to a time machine

. Each time when I look at my paintings, they 

transport me back to my childhood .  

③ I still have my teddy bear from childhood. Don’t take me wrong

, I’m not a hoarder, I don’t keep everything from my childhood. It’s just

 this teddy bear was my favourite toy back in the days. It 

holds a lot of sentimental value. That’s why I’m still keeping it.  

3. Would you keep old things for a long time? Why? 

① Some, not every old thing. If it’s something really really meaningful, 

something holds sentimental value , I would keep that thing 

for a long time. For example, I have this shirt that I bought 10 years ago. 
I’m still wearing it because I love it. It’s comfy and it goes with everything

.  If it’s just old but not valuable to me, I would throw it 

aways without a doubt.  
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② No, I’m always decluttering , always throwing things away. I 

hate having too many things in my living space. I feel that my mind can 

be cluttered when I’m surrounded by stuff.  

4. Where do you usually keep things you need? 

attic   basement  storage space  closet  pantry room

storage unit  

①I’m a tidy person , so I always keep things in storage spaces. 

For example, drawers , closets , cabinets , or the 

storage room. I don’t like leaving things out on surfaces

, I always try to keep my things in hidden spaces . 

 

 I usually keep things in the attic in my house. You might imagine it as a 

dirty and spooky space , but it’s not. The space is well-

organized with boxes, and on each box there’s a tag explaining what’s 

inside. The attic is where I put my stuff.  

 My apartment is super small and fully packed. I don’t have any storage 

space. That’s why I’m renting a storage unit near home where I put my 

winter clothes and blankets, my old bike, my skateboard , things 

like that.  

 I’m a pretty messy person , I don’t keep or organize things. I 

just put things on surfaces, like on the table, on the desk, on the coffee 

table, on the countertop …So, I don’t have a place where I usually 

keep my things, as I leave things everywhere.  
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