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  Part 1 Part 3   

 1.  2.  3. ①-④  

 4.  5.  ①-④    

   

1.  

 

why the use of linking words/conjunctions (for reasons).  

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because  
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…) 

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

 
Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 
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• As informal

 
        As I’ve just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal  
        I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+  part3  
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that/ because OK … 
 

Linking words/conjunctions (for results) 

• So  
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore  
I think I've stayed too long. Therefore, I'm leaving in the morning. 

• As a result,  
My hometown is quite small, more like a town, really. As a result, we don't have a very well-developed 
public transportation system. 

• Consequently part3  
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- What’s your favourite colour? (p1 colours) 

 Ummm, it's got to be black. You know, there's something about black that's both cool and timeless

. It's my go-to wardrobe color . If you open my 

wardrobe, you will see, the colour is mainly black. Like, black dresses, black coats, black shirts and pants, black 

shoes, you name it . It's more than just a color for me, it shows my personality and 

represents who I am : I’m cool and classic like that. Haha! And plus, it goes with everything

. It's such a versatile color , making it super easy to mix and match  with any other color. 

 

 Turquoise  is absolutely my all-time favourite colour. There's something about turquoise that's 

unique and captivating , almost like a piece of art that comforts my soul . For some 

people, it’s blue, for some others, it’s green. It’s a blend of the sea and the sky. Also, it's got this feminine charm

 to it, making it serene and elegant all at once. Every time I see this color, it's like my eyes just 

lock onto it  and can't look away.  

 Grey is my go-to colour . It’s such an easy-going, neutral, balanced and friendly

 colour that almost goes with any other colour seamlessly . I 

particularly love wearing grey in the workplace . It gives off  this sophisticated and young 

professional vibe, making me look sharp and presentable .  

 I’m a big fan of purple, especially lilac . It’s such a soft, gentle, dreamy and soothing

 colour. And it goes well with my skin tone /it really flatters my skin tone. My love 
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for purple doesn't stop at clothing. I find myself drawn to all things purple. There's something about this color 

that's just enchanting. ) 

 Blue, especially sky blue is the kind of colour that can put a smile on my face  each time when I 

see it. It’s the kind of colour that can send me very peaceful, tranquil and calming energy. I love gazing at

 the sky.  

 I’m a sucker for red. Many people might find it too bright or too bold/ striking , but to me, it screams 

passion and confidence . Red just pops . It has a way of  standing 

out from other colours. That’s why it’s my wardrobe favourite colour. Each time when I wear red , it’s 

like a personal statement : hey, I’m here, beautiful and confident, look at me! Haha!   

- Do you play video games? (p1) 

 Oh, absolutely! I'm a big fan of video games/ a hardcore gamer / an avid gamer

hardcore . I play a variety of games on different platforms, like, Nintendo consoles

, Xbox series, PlayStation, PC , and even on my phone. For me it's a fantastic way to escape into 

different worlds .  

Not really, I'm not much of a gamer . I've tried playing video games with my friends when I 

was a kid, but they never really caught my interest . I was so clumsy with my fingers , all 

the time pressing the wrong buttons on the switch , haha! I’m definitely not built 

for/not cut out for video games . And plus, I prefer spending my free time on a good book or 

doing something fun outdoors.  
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- Do you go running a lot? p1  

 Yes, I would say I'm a runner . I run quite a bit actually. I mean, I'm not like a marathoner or 

anything, but I try to get out of there  a few times a week, hitting the track or the park nearby, 

in the morning before going to work/school, just myself. I enjoy the feeling of the morning breeze touching my 

face and hair . It's a great way to clear my head and disconnect from my life

/it’s like a little escape from the daily grind , you know. When I run, I stay 

in the zone completely and I can’t hear anything but my own footsteps. It’s an amazing feeling. WH  

 I have to admit that I'm not a runner. Running is not really my thing . I tend to lead a more 

sedentary lifestyle , a couch potato , to be more precise

. HAHA! I prefer binge-watching shows , reading books, watching movies, or just 

chilling on my couch and scrolling on the phone . Running just doesn't excite me that 

much . It seems boring.  

 

2.   

(1)  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading; however, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

• Nevertheless however  
I was tired, I nevertheless decided to stay up and finish the project. 
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even though…still…”  

• That (being) said/Having said that informal part3 
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 

 

- Do you like eating cakes or other sweet foods? (p1 cakes) 

I DO have sugar cravings from time to time, and I’m such a cake lover. However, I try to curb my cravings

 and eat in moderation . Cakes are not for every day. They are high in sugar, high in fat, and 

high in calories , evil food ! So, I try to only have cakes and sweets on special 

occasions, such as birthdays, anniversaries and festivals.  

- What do you think about payment apps or mobile payments? (p1 money) 

Digital wallets and mobile payments are all the rage  now. Thy are the now and the future

. I find them incredibly convenient/ handy  in the sense that you don’t need to carry a wallet 

anymore, all it takes is a swipe and a tap . They've really changed the way people 

handle transactions . But digital wallets are a double-edged sword . While it’s just so easy to 

spend money with a tap, this convenience can lead to overspending . Without the physical handing 

over cash (and feel that pain of spending haha), you might not realize how much you're actually spending. And 

plus, I have some concerns about security and privacy . So yeh, I have mixed feelings

.  

 

- Should parents help their kids with their homework? p3, p3  
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Yes, I think parents should definitely lend a hand  if children are asking for help with their homework. 

Parents have more knowledge and wisdom; they can definitely help and guide children with their homework. 

However, it's a fine balance to keep . Parents need to be very careful with the way they offer 

help. The goal here is to guide them, to teach them how to study, not to do their jobs for them.  

 

(2)  

• (and) also, /(and) plus,/ and too/ on top of that,/ what’s more,/ besides (that),/ in addition (to that),/ 

additionally, +  

• Moreover, /furthermore,/ … , part3 

•  I mean, you know,  
 

- Would you watch others play video games? (p1 video games) 

 Sometimes yes, I'd watch my gamer friends play video games or some YouTuber live stream himself playing 

games. It can be pretty entertaining, and also, a learning opportunity  for me. It’s quite fun to see 

their reactions and strategies , kind of like a “tutorial”  for me. Plus, when it’s with 

my friends, it's a nice way to hang out and bond . We would be sinking in the couch with some beers

, me watching them play, and talking some nonsense . I love it!  

 

 I’m not much of a gamer, but my boyfriend is. So yeah, I’d watch him play video games sometimes. It's 

interesting to see how he gets so absorbed and invested in  the game. I will never get it, but I 
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admire his devotion . Plus, it's a cozy way to spend time together , even if 

we're doing different things.  

 I normally don’t. Why would I ? Haha! I guess my point is, why would I watch somebody play a 

game when I don’t have any interest in video games? It sounds so boring. Unless I have a gamer boyfriend or 

something. But currently, I’m not seeing anyone in my life . 

 

(3)  especially…; My favourite singer/ band/ artist/ brand is… 

 

- Do you believe that the news about famous people in the media is true? (p1 celebrity news)  

Well, I tend to take the news with a grain of salt take something with a grain of salt, 

. You never know what is the true story behind the scenes , right? I’m pretty sure a lot of it is 

exaggerated, sensationalized or even completely made up  just to grab more attention. 

Especially news you see from gutter press , someone did so-and-so or said so-and-

so or cheated on someone  , I never take it seriously. It’s all about 

selling the story!  

 For me, it depends on the source of the news . If it’s from a reliable and legit source, I tend to 

believe the news more; but if it’s something obviously sensational  from the gutter press/ the 

tabloid press , I wouldn’t buy it  at all.  

- Do you like eating fish? p1 fishing  
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 I'm definitely a fish person/ fish lover . Don’t get me started on talking about it

. It will make my mouth water . Fish is really healthy lean meat  and at the same 

time, super tasty. It's a great source of protein . I especially love grilled salmon  

and Chinese fish soup . My mom makes the best fish soup with tofu. God, I’m drooling  just 

talking about it.  

 Call me a weirdo, but I'm not a big fan of fish not a fish person . I guess I just 

find the taste and smell of the fish quite off-putting/ unpleasant . It's just too fishy, you 

know, it stinks . But I know that for many people, they actually love that stinky and fishy smell. Instead, I’m 

very into steak  and lamb .  

3.  

(1) WH  

WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  

WH +WH P1

 

- When was the last time you went running? (p1 running) 

 It was this morning actually. I went for a run with my parents. I usually run alone, but since they are visiting 

this week, we decided to run together. We left home around 7:00 a.m. And returned at around 8:30. After that, 

we treated ourselves to a big breakfast. It was a great way to kickstart the day. WH  
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 Oh gosh I can't even remember. Like I said, I'm such a couch potato  and running has never been 

my thing . I can't recall any specific memories of running. But I do remember that I 

had one yoga session last week and I was very proud of myself!  

 

2  . . 

 

- Do you collect things? (p1 collect things) 

I’m a music buff , so I collect music CDs. My dad built up a large collection and stopped his hobby 

when I was born. Later, I started my own collection, and now sometimes we would go to record shops  

together! That’s a great way to bond with my dad . We can have a common interest to share with 

each other. For me, seeing a collection built up over the years is an incredible feeling! I’m so proud of myself.

 

 I love collecting Japanese action figures, you know, those PVC toy dolls (PVC )? I love Japanese 

animation movies . My favourite figure is XXXX . I have 20 figures. I 

know they are kind of “useless”, but I just love looking at them. They are really good stress relievers .

 

 Yeh, I love collecting stamps. I have a quite big collection  actually. For me, it’s like I can hold 

onto a piece of history  through those stamps. They’re like vivid history books. And also, I enjoy 

finding and purchasing rare stamps . That brings me a strong sense of accomplishment and pride
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. And finally, stamp collecting is also a great way to meet new friends who share a 

common interest.  

 I don’t really collect things. I’m a minimalist, and I hate clutter . So, I don’t want to stockpile 

my living space with things , even if it’s collectible things, meaningful things

, like books, CDs. It’s just not my life, not who I am. I’m the kind of person who believes 

that less is more .  

 I don’t really collect things. I hate clutter , and I don’t like stocking up on things . I’m 

kind of leaning towards minimalism now. I know some people may say that collecting things can 

bring you a lot of happiness, as they have emotional value. But too much clutter can be emotionally 

overwhelming . I need to constantly organize my things, making new room for new things, 

it could be really mentally draining .  

(3)  

 

a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you…when you were little? 

 

b.  

- Have you ever forgotten something that was important? (p1 memory) 
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 Oh, definitely! There was this one time  I totally forgot about my best friend's birthday. It was 

terrible! I usually have these dates set in my calendar, but for some reason , I just didn’t see it 

and completely forgot about it. I felt terrible and that was a lesson learned : always double check

 your calendar!!   

 Oh yeh, off the top of my head , there was this one time during my finals week

finals  at university when I forgot to set my alarm  and overslept  for an 

exam. I jumped out of my skin  when I realized how late I was. Thank God my professor was kind 

enough to let me take the exam later that day . That was like a horror movie

.  

 Not that I can think of. As I told you, I’m like a memory queen, I don’t forget things easily, especially 
important things. When it comes to very essential things, I always put it in my reminder, calendar or planner, so 

that I won’t make the mistake of forgetting it.  

 Oh, yeh, probably many times. The thing is , I even forgot the times when I forgot important things!! 

How crazy is that! As a forgetful  person like me, I don’t even remember my “criminal evidence” 

. I’m such a scatterbrain! 

(4)   

     

• “for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “namely…” ; to 

name a few,”  
The report focuses on several key issues, namely, the budget, the workforce, and the timeline. 
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The company offers a variety of services, to name a few, consulting, coaching, and training. 

• “an example would be…” , “an example in point would be…”, “to give you an example…”,  
“let’s say…”,  “say…”, 
 

- Where do people collect things? (p1 collect things) 

Since I’m not a collector, I'm not really sure where exactly people would go. I would imagine that , for 

example, stamp collectors would go to the local post office  or some local stamp dealers to get 

some special editions; and then, probably there are sports card shops where people can trade cards , 

buy cards or sell cards; and I've seen vintage music CD stores where people can get second-hand music CDs

CD . AND, don’t forget, these days  there’re also modern ways to collect things. You can find 

anything you want online and buy items from individuals or online marketplaces . They offer access 

to collectors around the world.  

 

4.  

No  
“I wish I could…, but” 
 
- How do you remember important thing? (p1 memory) 

 I wish I knew the answer , but I don’t. Like I said, I’m such a scatterbrain, my life is chaotic

. I keep forgetting things and letting people down . I think I need to really work 

on it and get better in the future.  
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 Staying structured and organized is key . I always use digital helpers  such as my 

reminder, planner, calendar, and alarm. They are super handy  and they have been making my life so 

much easier. I also have this habit of reviewing my planner  every morning before leaving 

home. It helps me get a clear picture of my day . And sometimes, those traditional ways still 

help a lot, like sometimes I will put sticky notes on my fridge  to remind me to run errands and 

chores .  

- Can you make cakes? (p1 cakes) 

No, unfortunately I can't, and I've never really tried to. I’m so clumsy in the kitchen

. I don’t cook at all, let alone bake. But, I will “never say never” Justin Bieber , who knows

, maybe in the future, maybe one day when I become a mom, I will learn to bake a 

cake for my kids. That will be really cute !  

- Have you ever learned to play a musical instrument? (p1 ) 
Unfortunately I haven't learned to play any musical instruments. My parents didn’t take me to any music classes 

when I was a kid. And now, I’m too busy to pick up a musical hobby . But I have 

to say, I've always admired people who can play musical instruments, especially the violin, it's such a beautiful 

and expressive instrument. I wish I knew how to play the violin. Maybe I'll give it a shot  in the future 

when I have more time.  

 

5. P3  
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• P3

 

• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 

30-40s  
 

(1) VS  

 + 

• Many people would say that… and I totally agree/ I’m on the same page/I totally share that view/ 
I’m all for it. 

• Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s 
not always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an 
empathetic tone) 

+ I believe… ; I think/reckon… ; I guess/suppose… ; the way I 

see it, … ; in my view, … ; I’m of the opinion that…; from my point of view, …; from my 

perspective, …; to my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj. ;  

Here’s my two cents…; In my humble opinion, …; Here’s an unpopular opinion…  

My advice for you…take it or leave it! 
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• I know, I’m getting to the point , bear with me , 

haha, I’m just setting the stage/ providing some context/ providing some background/ paving my way

. 
 

- Do old people share the same interests as young people? (p3, p2 ) 

People always talk about the generational gap  between the young and old, and the way I see it, there's 

definitely some truth to the idea . Like, you can usually see it in their choices of music, movies, or 

how they like to spend their free time. However, having said that, I've noticed there's still some common 

ground . For instance, when you see people from two different generations enjoying a sports game 

together because they're both fans, you realize that age is not a problem at all. So, while there are differences, 

I'm pretty sure that both old and young can find things in common . After all, it often boils down to

 individual tastes, you know?  

- Is it necessary to give advice to children? (p3, p2 ) 

 I see that many parents nowadays try to give their children as little advice as possible. They're worried that 

too much guidance will make their children overly dependent, leading to a lack of independent thinking. I 

understand where they’re coming from , but here are my two cents . I 

believe that a parent's job isn't just to bring a child into the world; they're also the child's teacher. Children are 

young and still learning about the world, so who better to guide them than the adults in their lives

? Of course, adults need to be careful when giving advice. It's more about sharing experiences 

and wisdom in a way that helps children understand the world and the consequences of their behaviour. But 

this doesn't mean they should avoid providing any guidance at all.  
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 Absolutely, I think it's important to give advice to children. Since they don't have a lot of life experience, they 

need guidance, advice, and support. It's crucial that they feel heard and supported. But there's a fine line

. Kids also need space to figure things out on their own . If adults are 

constantly giving advice, it's no longer just guidance, it becomes intervention , or spoon-feeding

. In such cases, children may become overly dependent on adults, leading to a lack of independent thinking

. When that happens, we're failing in our jobs to help them grow into confident and capable 

individuals.  

(2) + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

 +  +  

 I know, some people may say/ think that… 

- Does a team's best player make a good leader? (p3, p2 ) 
It's hard to say, really. Just because someone is a fantastic player, it doesn't necessarily mean they'll be a good 

leader Just because…it doesn’t mean… . I mean, people might think that having top-notch skills

 and competence  automatically qualifies them, but leadership is so much more than that

. A good leader needs to see the big picture, bring people together, and delegate tasks effectively

. It's about helping everyone reach their potential , 

finding the right role for each person, and keeping the team spirit high . Good leaders 
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create a cohesive team . But sometimes, the best players focus mainly on their own 

performance. Some of them might even have a bit of tunnel vision . So, yeah, being an 

awesome player doesn't always mean you're cut out  to be the leader.  

- Should students learn to cook at school? p3, p2  

I think schools can offer cooking and baking courses as an option  for students, not 

necessarily a compulsory course , but an elective one . I see cooking as a very useful life skill

 that most students (and to be honest, most people) should master. It can help students develop a 

sense of independence  and learn to eat healthy and also on a budget . Many 

parents are of the opinion that , for students, all they need to do and focus on is their academic 

performance . But I don’t see it that way . I see a school as a place that helps students 

prepare for the future. And the future includes being able to feed themselves and taking care of themselves. So, 

I think it's a good idea for students to at least have the option  to learn to cook at school.  

(3)  

(a)    (P1 ) 

(b)  

In the past, back in the (old) day, prior to this, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, 

I/we/people used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, … 
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- Does technology affect children's activities? If so, how? (p3, p2 ) 

I definitely feel that technology has had a big impact on kids’ activities . Kids in the past 

used to love outdoor activities. When I was little, we were all the time out and about out about

, playing on the playground or on the street. We were playing hide and seek, hopscotch, Chinese jump 

rope , things like that. I was rarely home  except for the time that I had to do 

my homework after school. On the contrary, kids these days are more like homebodies . They love 

spending hours and hours on their tablets and smartphones , playing games or 

watching videos. technology is very helpful and useful in the sense that  it helps kids learn better 

and provides personalized learning experience . However, it's definitely a double-edged 

sword , as kids are addicted to their screens .  

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 

I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

In the near future, …; However, in the distant future,… 

- Do you think AI will take over many jobs? (p3, p2 ) 
Yes, I do think AI is going to replace a lot of human workers in the future. Not all jobs, but jobs that are boring, 
repetitive, and don’t require a lot of creativity. It's actually already happening, if you think about it. For instance, 
in many factories in developed countries, you won’t find as many human workers there anymore because AI 

and automated systems  are taking over tasks, especially on assembly lines . 
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And in customer service industry, AI systems can efficiently and accurately handle tasks, like, replying to emails

. Plus, we’ve got AI-powered learning tools and apps now that can help people learn new skills, even a 

new language. So, looking ahead, I don’t see why this trend won’t continue in the future , and it 

does mean that many jobs are at risk .  

   (4)  

 

I feel torn (tear v.). / I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now/ It’s a bit of a mixed bag… 

On one hand, …; on the other hand, … 

Yes and no. Yes, ….; and no, …. 

In some ways, …; but in other ways, …. 

- Do you think it's easier to get a job now than in the past? (p3, p2 ) 
It's hard to say, really. On one hand, ever since the pandemic, a lot of people have lost their jobs, and finding a 

new job has become quite challenging as the economy has taken a hit . But on the flip side, the rise 

of remote working  has opened up new doors  for people, especially in the tech 

industry. Working from home has become more common, which means people can access job opportunities 

that weren't available before, like, jobs in another city, or even another country!  
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