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Communication is KEY
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* Do you prefer bottled water or water from water
machines?

— What? That's a super weird question. Um, bottled water or
water machines ... well, honestly, I just feel that they're
both water and um ... I don't suppose there's any difference
between them. In fact, a water machine is just a bigger
bottle.
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* What do you like about your hometown?

— Nothing! There's nothing here that I really like. You might
think I'm very weird, but honestly, I can't find anything
that appeals to me - we've got air pollution, which is
terrible; our traffic is always quite bad; we don't have
enough shopping malls or cafes to hang out with friends.
Sorry, I really can't think of anything I like in my
hometown.
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* Do you like trees?

—Do I like trees??? Well, I like reading, I like traveling, 1
like playing soccer, but ... trees? This is a pretty weird
question. I don't have any feelings for them.
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* Do you think parents should teach children to save
money?

— Yeah, I think so. In fact, I do know that on/in the IELTS
speaking test, there are tons of questions like this - should
parents teach their children to cook, should they encourage
their kids to read or do sports, so on and so forth. I feel that
if you ask a question like that, the answer has to be “Yes”.
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* Will you go to a place with a lot of sunshine in the
future?

— Oh, I just came back. My wife and I went to Fiji on our
honeymoon last month and ... it was sunny there every day.
We would go out onto the beach and bask in the sun and
um ... also, we would go snorkeling in the sea. It was a

fantastic holiday. In the future, I guess we're going to
Florida next year.
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* Fluency and Coherence

e Lexical resource

* Grammatical range and accuracy

* Pronunciation
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* um, and, well, you know, I mean, like

* The advantages of doing housework? Well ...
* Why do we need dreams? Um ...

* That's a tricky/tough question.

 I'm not sure, um ...

* Idon't really know, um ...

 Idon' know much about this, but ...

* I haven't thought about it before ...

* Let me think about it ...
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* Hang on a second ...
* Sorry, I forgot what I'm supposed to say ... um, well ...
* Sorry, I don't know what it is in English, but it's just like ...

God, I can't remember ...

I'm a little tongue-tied.

That was a slip of the tongue.

This word is on the tip of my tongue.
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* What 's your favorite color?
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— Um, I guess my favorite color is blue -

—- because ... well, I don't know, I just feel that blue suits me
- I look best in a blue shirt or coat.

— Yesterday, I went shopping with my friends and I saw two
jackets, in two different colors, of course. One was black
and the other one was blue. I chose the blue one.
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e Is it convenient to take the bus in your city? R

— Yeah, it is incredibly convenient.

— This is because there are probably hundreds of bus routes and
bus stations are everywhere.

— There are two bus stations within walking distance of where I
live and I take the bus to most places I want to go to, like the
supermarket, the mall, some of my friends' homes and so on.
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—there are a few/a number of/several
reasons/benefits/disadvantages/problems ..., I think

—there are tons of/multiple/various
reasons/benefits/disadvantages/problems ..., I think

—we like to do a variety of/a wide range of things together
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* off the top of my head

* the first ... that I can think of is that ...
* the first ... that comes to mind is that ...
* first of all=for starters=firstly

* plus, also, in addition, additionally, what's more
* another ... is that ...
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Do you like your major? \,

— Yeah, I do.

— For starters, it's easy haha. I study Japanese and this is a
language that I began to learn when I was in middle school.
Most of the stuff we learn now is pretty basic to me - the
vocabulary, the grammar and the pronunciation. I know
them already.

— What's more, most of our teachers are super nice people.
They're friendly and knowledge.

—So yeah, I really like this major.



* What kind of places do you like to go on holiday? s

— Well, I go on holiday to many kinds of places.

— First of all, seaside cities really appeal to me because I love
snorkeling in the sea, I love lying on the beach and
bathing in the sun, and um ... I also like to get a tan

hahah.

— What's more, I enjoy going to places that have Disneyland
like Tokyo, LA and Shanghai. Walking around in
Disneyland and being close to those cartoon characters
are a lot of fun.
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—most of the time, in most cases, generally, normally, typically ...

— however, but

—from time to time, once in a while, occasionally
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* Do you llke wearing sunglasses? ;

— Most of the time, I don't, because ... um ... there's no need
for me to wear them, right? I also like to see everything as
clearly as possible.

— However, from time to time, if it's extremely hot and the sun
is shining very brightly, I just have no choice but to wear
sunglasses because they can protect my eyes.



. How often do you go to parks? \

— Well, there's a park close to my apartment and typically, I go
there 3 or 4 times a week, very frequently I would say. I like
to go there with my folks and we walk and chat and have fun
together.

— However, occasionally, there might be something that takes
up a lot of my time, like an important exam, a big project ...
in this case, I guess I only go to this park once a week or
even less often than that.
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—it depends

—it depends on the person/the individual/gender/city ...
—it depends what/when/where/who ...

—it varies from person to person
—it varies from generation to generation

— it varies from city to city
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. What kmd of shoes do you like to wear? E

— Well, it depends what I'm doing.

—If I'm working out at the gym or if I have to walk a lot, 1
definitely choose to wear sneakers because they're
comfortable and won't hurt my feet.

— But if there's a special event that I need to attend, like a
meeting or a banquet, I'll absolutely have to wear something
more formal like high-heels.
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. What glfts are popular in China?
—1I think it varies from generation to generation.

— Young people typically like to give and receive electronic
devices like the latest iPhone and iPad. They can play games
and do other fun things on these devices.

—Old people, on the other hand ... I‘m not very sure, but I guess
health products and exercise equipment must be things that
they like to get as presents because senior citizens tend to be
more health-conscious than younger people.
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* I don't know (why), but ...
* I have no idea (why), but ...
* this is pretty hard to explain, but ...
*um, you got me
* I'm not an expert on this, but ...
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* Is there any part of China where it doesn't rain
much?

— Well, it rains very little in the northwest of China, like in
Xinjiang and the western part of Inner Mongolia.

* Why?
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* What kind of music do you like?

— Well, what I love the most should absolutely be R&B

because I just think this is the most soothing and relaxing
kind of music.

s Why?
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* Do you keep plants at home?

— Yeah, I do. I've always loved taking care of plants. I feel
that watering them every day is quite relaxing and
enjoyable.

s Why?
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* several, a few

* many=a lot of=tons of=multiple

* various=a variety of=a wide range of
* many kinds of=many types of

* all kinds of=all sorts of=all types of

* including
 like
* and so on=and so forth=so on and so forth=and stuff like that
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. especmlly

* particularly

* I particularly like ...

* my favorite is/should be ...

* if I had to pick a favorite, I'd say it should be ...
what I like/love the most is/should be ...

the ... I like/love the most is/should be ...

* for example=for instance

* let me give you an example

* the last time I did sth was ...

* I remember (clearly/vividly) that ...
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