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filler words and sentences

um, and, well, you know, I mean, like
Are water sports popular in China?

The most important scientific discoveries in the last
century? Oh my god ...

That's a tricky/tough question

I'm not sure, um ...

| don't really know, um ...

| don' know much about this, but ...
| haven't thought about it before ...

Let me think about it ...
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Um, I can't think of an answer immediately
Hang on a second ...
Sorry, | forgot the word | wanted to say ... um, well

God, | can't remember ...
That was a slip of the tongue
Oh my god, I'm totally blanking out
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 Describe a special day that you remember well

 You should say
— When it was
— Who you were with
— What you did
« And explain why you remember it well
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o The time that I’'m going to talk about is when I got
together with my best friend, Luke. It was last year,
sometimein June, I think, or early July. I don’t
remember the date very clearly now. Luke had movedto
the US, to North Carolina, to be exact. He had lived
there for two years and so we hadn’t seen each other for
two years. When he told me that he was coming back to
China and we could meetup and catch up, | was over
the moon.

* S0, a little bit moreabout Luke. He is actually my
colleague and we’ve known each other for 7 years,
which is a long time. We’ve been best friends for that
long as well.



» Whatwedid ... um ... we got together and had a meal
together. Over the course of the meal, we just chatted
and ... did a lot of catching up. He told me a lot about
his life in the US. One thing that caught my attention so
well is that he had found the girl of his dreams there.
He was doing some grocery shopping and a pretty girl
bumped her cart into his. They chatted for a while and
really hit it off. Now they’re boyfriend and girlfriend.
Of course, we talked much more than this.

* | remember that day really well mainly because Luke is
my closest friend and | had missed him so much while
he was gone. | was so happy to see him back, even just
for a few days.



* Don't forget:

* better coherence
2

* better fluency
2

* better vocabulary and grammar
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* The ... that I'm going to talk about/describeis ...
* I'm going to describe...
 I'm going to talk about ...

— The hotel that I'm going to describe is one in
Shanghai, which is the best hotel I’ve ever stayed
at.

— I'm going to describe my next-door neighbor, an
English teacher at ... University.

— I'm going to talk about drinking coffee, which is a
big part of my life.
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* The time that 1'm going to talk about/describe
IS when ...

* I'm going to describe a/the time when 1 did sth

* I'm going to talk about a/the time when I did
sth

— The time that I'm going to talk about is when |
attended my cousin’s wedding ceremony.

— I'm going to describe the time when | lost my Kindle.

— I'm going to talk about a time when my dad gave me
some valuable advice.



« % —F8 . describe...you would like to ...
e The ...  would liketo ... Is ...
| would like to do sth

— The language | would like to learn is Japanese.
— | would like to own a house by the sea.
— I would like to see the night-time sky in Norway.
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— What we did ... well, we got together and ...

- HEFL, BE+TE

— I remember that day really well mainly because ...
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— % — % : who, what, where, when, ...

— % = & : who,what, where, when, how you know, how often,

— % = %: whatyou do/did, what sth is about, what sth is like,
what problems/products/places/facilities/kind of ..., how you
do/did it, ...

— %9 .,%: why..., how you feel/felt ..., what you think about ...
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— &) & (who, what, where)
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which/where
who

which

which

when
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There's a cafe near my home which is my favorite
place to hang out.

There's a cafe near my home where | like to hang
out with friends.

| often go to this cafe with my neighbor, Shawn,
who is a huge fan of coffee.

| often go to a cafe near my home to read, which is
my favorite way to pass the time.

| like to go to this cafe on the weekend when | don't
have to go to school.
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 Describe an interesting conversation you had with a
stranger

 You should say:
— Who this person was
— What the conversation was about
— Why you had this conversation

« And explain how you felt about it
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 Describe a gift that took you a lot of time to prepare

* You should say:
— What it was
— Who you gave it to
— How you prepared it
« And explain why you spent a lot of time preparing it
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 Describe a place you remember well that is full of
colors

 You should say

—where it is

— when you went there

— what colors can be seen there
 and explain why you remember it well
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