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DA—T8 % A HEE DB 2504 6, 2% BIm% 4 “How often do you play sports?”, &
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E—F, HEMTREER (BIRt L)
ZE

o Say how frequently you do the activity the examiner asks you about.
o Explain why you do it that frequently.

ETH, BEsoEs AsHAEEER 2 (BRanfi)

= RS R

e Use a range of different adverbs of frequency correctly. (“| never go to the cinema.” /
“l regularly watch DVDs.”)

e Use a variety of adverbs of infrequency to describe something you don’t do often.
(“l don't always eat at home.” / “Every once in a while | play sports.”)

WERZ R IR DA EBERIFLE & EoIES AR, LB ANEERS BATEM
E . RFEXANBEAEE > AN, BARESES LAV ERDIEESEE:
“I play sports a few times a week. Usually | play basketball with my friends, but sometimes |
play football instead. | think team sports are a great way to socialise and keep fit.”
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AEXRHAZNTBREREDESD 2, —0%F “How often...” AYIA L ARRELD 7 W fi#, ©1
4n: How often do you eat in restaurants? How often do you go for long walks? How often do
you take public transport? %, HUt, EE TALFN 3 MEEDEFIBEAN, FER
FTLAM A B2 8 DB IR BT A RV, 3R 75 B &5 .
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I/ : “Describe a park that you know.”
filor ik

“I really like the park in my building complex because there are lots of trees.”
PR

“I really like the park near my building complex because there are lots of
trees. My little brother and | normally go there to play games when the weather
is pleasant. There was one time that we played hide-and-seek when | searched
everywhere but still couldn’t find him. Later, | got so worried that | almost cried. In
the end, Mom called and told me that he had gone home already. Only then did |
realise that he was trying to trick me. In general, | always have a good relaxing time
in the park.”

ER: HEEE THo IR, BT HRBKEBHLI, RIERPIXTE R E S8R —
LEFRSCHING . Bilgn, EERIZE /AT HE AR, RAREIRE AR —IK.
LI IRRYEZ S, EQ REHELE B P& A NIEReTE A B 4
. BfEHEE R,

* =T

R NIERRE = B EH 4 F) 5 5580, BERSR SR EHHEFE S %E
BATRA TR, RREEEWREH LR R, R R % E RN E LRSS ARERE
BUTRFAMAETS, B— A RKAERRIEH T IZ MR AR,

B Ey BE AN A S IRHERRIRERE N AR, FHd i BHIE o 47 17 R R A

= HiE MGt
YRR — BT, B ARSEIRFIER KA RN, 2 RBHEEE
R B & AR,
Ry ik

“I think Global warming is the largest problem facing the world.”
BRIk

“Some people believe that global warming is the biggest problem facing the
world today, while others are quite skeptical about it. | think that people should
make more efforts to take care of the natural environment, not just to reduce
global warming, but to make our air cleaner, our water fresher and our daily lives
more comfortable. It is important to boost the economy and give more people the
opportunity to buy luxury goods and live a good life; however, people should also
be aware that the natural environment is also important and consider the long-term
effects of some of our action.”
R ML ERIFRETUTKREES], 18268 %R LA R R R TR E i

B, EELEINERE,
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EQ&iF @ MR E DIEH KT oM, RIBRIEEEZ B RERE D% KA,
HHviT AR NIEE LEAN, X 31 FEmo ARHIRESHER D EZRRME T —MES

REER TiX 31 ME o AX, A LUAERZEREDERNFA R, REDE&HS.

A4y A=A, BHR 31T MR QIES S 41 AR ME % B 89 & R a3
it HEZRB=AEo IR RN IHFMMEIRAST “arE") .

By &3t Part One 354589 20 FhE 4 AR
e &%t Part Two S5y 1 4 FhE 2 A 2
B=ER4y . &F% Part Three B4y 7 FE 4 AR

K, B—1tmo AR EEREBRINE2IES R EEAROHIANS  E B R B IR 5
t27, BB ERER ", AiE R DA ANESEE, FEREEsAEEE
WA EERIWAGNECIESR (CHSIEFAESEABR “fE").

LAZE—ER5y HIE 4y A3, “Formula 1: Do you prefer X or Y?” 4.

Answer Order Language Steps
« State which one you prefer. 1. Master prefer + verb-ing ( “I prefer
e Compare the two things the examiner walking.” ) and prefer + to verb ( “I
mentions. prefer to walk.").
e Give reasons and examples to explain 2. Use comparatives of convenience or
why. greater benefit like a native speaker.
(“Travelling by bus is faster than going
by car.”)

ERAABE, BIGRERBIRENT, RS, EFHERETEs], TTFTREMOE
A, SHRME NiRE o BT,
FHRWEERAMTERE N B @0 a5
1) TR BAr, BRIZENFIINE, FEFCEER, BdXBE B8R, B8
CRIF R,

MBA
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2) ABEBREBHEES A, BdE AR, #SABEHFANZEELEZHALE,;
WL IEE A, FERFER S R 7 A0 BRI R niE k.

3) RICHERIIZWIC, AT, FIEX LRIz AR i D EREF,
PRI FEIENT SR E ANl .

4) RIFEEE, MsamfRiEE s AXNAR A CREER,

5) #moES ARTEGIRFTFAERGIE, HE RARRRISRLER™], MMfEIRIIRIEE
s, BEREMEE.

I BFre A £ A AReta kL EE DIERIK, R, REEREABRMEAIESS
NI, B AMTHEEZRS], BSRMER T, NimEBEEER SR, aRiRER
AR —E2H, ABEREERAFE), RITATLLR R [ E &Rk
FZIEHREEDIESS LEAR,
AN, EQ HIEERAIRHESR TE LW _EFIFERMBIZ >, BF http://www.EQEnglish.
com/book FHENHENRI 3845 B £ 54 Wik

MR, R

1) R/RBEEA N —HBIMOFUTE—— 5B NI HBT—3— DIENTE, HRE
TP R, FFAMRIBHAR, RERSEIL,

2) MRS HEARERE— 58O NDIEREEXEL, ZRiELoFRK.

3) BRAESITHIMNESIIHRI—REBIRA BArsr . ZReE . HAKFEERE, AR
T HRER SR ZE S TR

4) RBEZOBGI—ERNGE, TEA B, LEIRITH R SIH DIEERIF R R &
PiERESD, BEIREES .

MBERERELEZ T B DA EMMEER, KA kIT EQ HEIE 24 /NN H B & i 2
400-887-1020 3474514,

TE: ABEABRAIAERMETES ARXME £ 22 B 7] %% http://www.EQEnglish.
com/book #H4T T %L,

Ja, EQ RIEVGIIRMABREEHRZINERERL,

Mi%: 400-887-1020
Hi % : book@EQEnglish.com
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Formula T Do you prefer X to Y?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

“Do you prefer X to Y?" type questions.

FIRATE 5 A LB B R anf] = 2 T2 RIZEBYRY AR, bhan:
e Do you prefer writing letters or sending emails?

e Do you prefer talking on the phone or chatting online?

e Do you prefer to travel by bike or on foot?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Do you prefer X to Y?” type questions, you must:

Part One Z—&p4 gl

Answer Order Language Steps
o State which one you prefer. 1. Master prefer + verb-ing ( “I prefer
o Compare the two things the examiner walking.” ) and prefer + to verb ( “I
mentions. prefer to walk.”).
o Give reasons and examples to explain 2. Use comparatives of convenience or
why. greater benefit like a native speaker.
(“Travelling by bus is faster than going
by car.”) {

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS | #i& £1&17)iC

TR FAIoR S > —LE BB RERIC, X RN T AR AR IR S A M, H A%
B YREE A T T I B R IE B,

convenient adiective fitting in well with a person’'s Is it convenient for you to meet
HEMN ) need or plans Friday afternoon?

Many people think that philoso-
phy is really boring but it's actu-
ally quite fascinating when you
start finding out about it.

actually in fact, really, usually used be-

- adverb fore a slightly surprising state-
Ex b, LRRLE ment

MBA



Q0 1071924830

|| simmmoEssswast

Native Speaker

Word

Definition

Example Sentence

get stuck

BAlE, 2@, HE

traffic jam

ZEIEE

means of transport

THTR, BHAR

to get into a situation when you
cannot move easily (It can be
used in an abstract or specific.
It is often used for when you
can't move in a traffic jam.)

a lot of vehicles very close to-
gether so that they cannot move

referring to all the different types
of transport: cars, buses, trains,
the subway, planes etc

a small image used in chat
rooms online by users to indi-

We got stuck in traffic for hours
and so we missed our plane.

r
Traffic jams are usually just
caused by the amount of cars
on the road, rather than by ac-
cidents. This is why there are
always traffic jams during rush
hour.

Although a car is probably the
most popular means of trans-
port, it is not very suitable for
modern life in cities, where they
are too expensive and there is
not enough space to drive them.

Whenever | make a joke about
somebody while | am on the

smiley noun cate different emotions (It also  Internet and | worry that some-
RER, ZRF can be sent by mobile phone or  body might get angry, | just put
email. Example: ©) a “smiley” at the end of my mes-
sage to show | was only joking.
. on the Internet | won't let my child surf the Web;
online L
FEL Y adjective there are too many dangerous
and dirty things online.
to describe somebody who likes  Mark isn't a very sociable per-
X meeting new people or spend- son at all; he hardly ever goes
sociable Lo . -
adjective ing time with people out to have fun and spends all

¥F3ZBRAY, BRI

his time alone in his room play-
ing computer games.

MODEL ANSWERS | & =351

()i 5% B2 A AlicefnDavid By B2 K &,

Do you prefer to travel by bike or by bus?
| prefer cycling to travelling by bus. Cycling is so much more convenient than
taking the bus if you're not travelling too far. Actually, it's often faster to go by
bike because you don't get stuck in traffic jams! Cycling is also better for my
health than all other means of transport, including buses.

MBA
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Do you prefer chatting online or talking on the phone?
Generally | prefer chatting online. | nearly always find that chatting online can
be more sociable as you can speak to more than one person at the same time.
Also, chatting online is often much more fun because you can send smileys,
photos and even videos!

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Prefer | B41E5 & 1 Prefer B9 %
ol 13 FE — T He B 2% A AliceFnDavid & 4nfa] {& Hpreferfty,

| prefer cycling to travelling by bus...
Generally / prefer chatting online...

Obviously, the first thing you need to tell the examiner for this type of question is whether
you prefer X or Y. “Prefer” can be followed by either verb-ing or to verb.

Notice in the examples below that prefer + verb-ing can be followed by either “to” or
“rather than”, but prefer + to verb can only be followed by “rather than”.
o prefer + verb-ing + to / rather than + verb-ing
“I prefer cycling to taking the bus.”
“I prefer eating to cooking.”
“I prefer baking cakes at home rather than buying them in shops.”
“I prefer reading a newspaper rather than watching TV.”

e prefer + to verb + rather than + verb
“I prefer to cycle rather than take the bus.”
“I prefer to eat rather than cook.”
“I prefer to bake cakes at home rather than buy them in shops.”
“I prefer to read a newspaper rather than watch TV.”

Both these forms are correct, and mean exactly the same.

Exercise 1.1: Error Correction

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect
sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided.

1. | prefer to go to the cinema to watch DVDs at home.

2. My sister prefers writing letters to write emails.

3. | prefer to talk with friends on the phone rather than using QQ.

MBA
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4. | much prefer to live in a town rather than a big city.

5. My mother prefers shopping at the market more than in supermarkets.

6. My friends generally prefer to send text messages to talking on the phone.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Comparatives | §21EE = 2 LLER A
LEFATE BB — T %5 A Alice FDavid 2 4nfr] {# A ELES R Y.,

...Cycling is so much more convenient than taking the bus if you're not travelling
too far. Actually, it's often faster to go by bike because you don't get stuck in traffic
jams! Cycling is aiso better for my health than all other means of transport, including
buses.

... nearly always find that chatting online can be more sociable as you can speak to
more than one person at the same time. Also, chatting online is often much more fun
because you can send smileys, photos and even videos!

After you have told the examiner whether you prefer X or Y, you should compare them,
so it's very important to use comparatives correctly.

To form the comparative of an adjective you should:

e add “-er” if the adjective is one syllable long

e add *ier” if the adjective is more than one syllable and ends in -y
e add “more” before the adjective if it is two or more syllables long

Look at the table below to see how these rules work.

Short Adjectives -y Adjectives Long Adjectives
Adjective  COMPAANG - pgjective  COMPATAIVE 5 goqive Comparative
cheap cheaper easy easier expensive more expensive
large larger heavy heavier comfortable more comfortable
fast faster pretty prettier fashionable more fashionable
slow slower ugly uglier useful more useful

10
MBA
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AR LA IR LL R S R AN
ERIRRHE—ELRE
good — better bad — worse  fun — more fun

MR ERIFLLRE, REEALLERFI M much, thn: ...much prettier,

...much more convenient,

When you compare X and Y, you should use one of the following comparative
structures:
e X +to be + comparative + than + Y
“Watching TV is more interesting than listening to the radio.”
“Cars are prettier than buses.”

e X +tobe + not as + adjective +as +Y
“Listening to the radio is not as interesting as watching TV.”
“Buses are not as pretty as cars.”

Exercise 1.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the correct answers to complete the sentences below.

1. My mother prefers to eat at home than in restaurants because she says it's
for one’s health.
A. more better B. best C. better

2. | think that | prefer student life to working life because we are allowed to be
in our attitude and express ourselves more.

A. more creativity B. more creative C. creativer

3. Most people prefer taking the airport express light railway to taking a taxi to the airport
because it is
A. much quicker B. more quick C. more quicker

4. | prefer to go to parties with friends rather than with family — partying with friends is so
much because | can drink wine and let my hair down!
A. exciting B. excitinger C. more exciting

5. To be honest, | prefer travelling to work by bus rather than by foot because it's

A. easier B. more easy C. more easier

4. |don't like taking the subway — it’s definitely as the bus.

A. more comfortable than B. less comfortable C. not as comfortable
7. For me, sending text messages is sending emails.

A. funner than B. more fun than C. not as fun

MBA
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8. | prefer studying than working because | feel and when |
study.
A. freer, more independent
B. more free, more independent
C. freer, independent

EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Discourse Markers
I RIEESIEEHRICH
LR 15 B B 22 2k Alice FiDavid i B 20w L T WBLbiE BRIt i,

...Cycling is so much more convenient than taking the bus if you're not travelling too
far. Actually, it's often faster to go by bike because...

m ...I nearly always find that chatting online can be more sociable as you can speak to
more than one person at the same time. A/so, chatting online is often much more fun

because...

One reason why Alice’s and David’'s answers are so good is that both candidates put
extra little words (called discourse markers) into their answers in a very native way.

Try to use the following words more often when you speak English, as they will help
make you sound more like a native speaker:
e actually / in fact
“Actually” and “in fact” are very often used by native speakers to introduce something
that may be sur.prising or that slightly changes what was being said before.
“It is actually a lot cheaper to go to that supermarket.”
“In fact public buses are a lot more environmentally friendly than many people think.”

¢ needless to say
“Needless to say” is another way of saying “obviously” or “everybody knows that...”
without sounding rude or arrogant.
“I like eating lots of cakes, but needless to say, that will make me fat.”
“He’s done very badly in his exams, so needless to say he won't get into university
this year.”

e also /in addition
“Also” and “in addition” are used to add extra or further information.
“'m a very sociable person. | prefer team sports such as basketball and football and
in addition | like going to KTV with my friends.”
“I prefer cycling rather than driving a car because it helps me keep fit; in addition it's
better for the environment and it's a/so cheaper!”
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e besides
“Besides” at the beginning of a sentence means “as well as”, whereas in the middle
of a sentence it means “anyway”.
“Besides watching the TV and talking to my friends, | can relax while travelling on the
subway.”
“I like riding a bike as it's a very convenient way to travel. Besides, it's cheap and | can’t
afford a car.”

Exercise 1.3: Gap Fil

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

in fact also needless to say besides actually in addition to

1. , writing emails is a lot cheaper than mailing letters.

2.1 prefer to eat at home than eat in restaurants.

3. Writing letters is a more personal way to communicate. , | like writing by

hand.
4. | prefer watching TV to going to the cinema because being cheaper it's
more comfortable.
5. Many people think it's dangerous to travel by aeroplane but it's probably

the safest means of transport available.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com S 2\ l
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Formula 2: What do you usually / normally do?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

“What do you usually / normally do?” type questions.

A IRAVE S 2 TR B S VRNl |1 & 51 R 28 AR (R, Ebn
What do you do on an average day?

What is your normal daily routine?

e Can you describe your typical day?

o What do you usually do on weekends?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “What do you usually / normally do?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say what you do at the time the examiner 1. Use adverbs of frequency like a native
asks you about. speaker to show how frequently, or

 Say how often you do these things. infrequently, you do things. (“I often

meet up with my classmates.” / “|
sometimes go shopping.”)

2. Use the present tense & times of day
correctly for general habits. (“I ride
my bike every day at 2 o'clock.” / “We
have dinner together in the evening.”)

3. Show that you can use one or two
common sequence markers. (“Before
class starts we talk.” / “We then go to
bed.”)

MBA
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LEFRAT IR 2 3] — L BEERIETRND, X eialiCxd T R & WA RRIEE A A, HERERHA
BOURERfiF T HAYZ RTEH,

Native Speaker

Word

routine

®el, siE

schedule

BER

review

£

meet up with somebody

gossip

BLHE

regular

EHN, AREN

sharp
30 )

overtime

AR I / AMBERT (8]

hang out with somebody

55 ...... Hjiiﬁi

MBA

Part of
Speech

noun

noun

verb

noun

verb

adjective

adverb

adverb / noun

Definition

something or a number of
things you normally do as a
habit

an organised or personal “list”
of things that need or must
be done at certain times

to go over; to revise; to casu-
ally look at to refresh one’s
memory

to meet friends or colleagues
by appointment

a passage inside a building
that people walk along to get
to different areas or rooms

to talk openly about the lives
of other people or to reveal
personal or interesting facts
about other people

similar, usually the same,
with little change

exactly at the time said, not
later or earlier at all

extra time spent at work be-
yond the usual time

to spend time with some-
body, usually friends or family
(informal)

Part One E—&k%

Example Sentence

I wake up, clean my teeth, get
dressed, then read the morning pa-
per while drinking a cup of coffee —
that's my usual morning routine. :

You want to have a meeting? Let
me look at my schedule for next
week...OK, | can fit you in about 3
o'clock.

Flashcards are a great way to re-
view vocabulary and native speaker
expressions — you can look at
them to refresh your memory of the
things you cover in your lessons.

| like to meet up with friends for
drinks on Friday night after work.
We often go to a quiet local bar and
play cards.

| always get lost in my university.
There are so many long corridors
and so many classrooms — they all
look the same!

Be careful what you say to Mr. Power.
He always gossips about all the
people in the office. If you want to
keep a secret, don’t tell him about
it!

| think my parents’ eating habits are
too regular; on Mondays they have
fish, Tuesdays they have chicken,
Wednesday is soup...every week is
exactly the same!

You ARE late! | told you to be here at
8 o'clock sharp and it's now 8:05.

Many workers in developed coun-
tries refuse to work overtime if it is
not paid.

I love hanging out with my friends
on the weekend. We go shopping,
go to the cinema, play badminton
and sometimes go dancing.
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MODEL ANSWERS § & X354
(236 22 A AliceFnDavid I B 2 & %=,

Tell me about your usual daily routine.

Well, usually | wake up around 8 a.m. | always have a cup of coffee while |
review my study notes over breakfast. Then | normally ride my bike to school,
apart from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts | often meet up
with my classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school.
After school, | always go straight home and then start on my homework while
my mum cooks me dinner. | usually go to bed at about 10 p.m.

Do you do the same thing at the same time every day?

During the week, | have a very regular schedule because of my job. | always
wake up just after 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way to the
subway station. | get to work at 8 o'clock sharp, and usually work until 5,
sometimes | work overtime until 7 or 8. After | get home | normally eat dinner
with my wife and after that either hang out with friends or watch TV before
going to bed at about 11.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Adverbs of Frequency | B2 & S = 1 512 &l
LB — TR IE % 2 Alice AnIDavid R Anfe] f A BITAAY

Well, usually | wake up around 8 a.m. | always have a cup of coffee while | review
my study notes over breakfast. Then | normally ride my bike to school, apart
from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts | often meet up with my
classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school. After school, |
always go straight home and then start on my homework while my mum cooks me
dinner. | usually go to bed at about 10 p.m.

...I always wake up just after 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way
to the subway station. | get to work at 8 o’clock sharp, and usually work until 5,
sometimes | work overtime until 7 or 8. After | get home | normally eat dinner with
my wife...

You must use adverbs of frequency well in your test, and if you can master using a
variety of different adverbs of frequency it will make your English more interesting and much
more like a native speaker.

Let's look at two different kinds of adverbs of frequency.

Adverbs that go after the subject and before the verb
o always

“I always go out partying every night when I’'m on holiday.”
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e often
“She often goes running after class.”

e never
“She never rides her bike in winter.”

e almost never
“We almost never go out dancing.”

e rarely
“He rarely eats rice.”

e hardly ever
“She hardly ever exercises.”

Adverbs that can go before or after the subject

e usually
“Usually | wake up around 8 a.m.”
“l usually ride my bike to school...”

e normally
“Normally | help my mum with the cooking.”
“I normally help my mum with the cooking.”

e sometimes
“We sometimes go shopping...”
“Sometimes we go shopping...”

@ almost never, hardly ever #1 rarely X =ANAER BRI EEHE.
Y4

€

Exercise 2.1: Word Order

Rewrite the sentences below in the correct order.

1. eat I buns steamed usually

2. never almost exercise do

3. gets hardly ever home early he
4. she novels never reads

5. always my bike rides a father

MBA
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6. lunch read magazine during I a sometimes
7.1 parents with watch my TV normally
8. play I computer rarely games

9. weekend cycling often the go on l

LANGUAGE STEP 2 The Present Simple & Times of Day

%ﬂ‘n—é—,m T 7 | | 2 ‘\ ‘i
NES R 2 — IR AR BB RIEF &
LEFRATE ok BB — T Alice f1DavidWJ & %, FE b 2 anfal fE H— AR ER 1Y,

Well, usually | wake up around 8 a.m. | always have a cup of coffee while | review
my study notes over breakfast. Then | normally ride my bike to school, apart
from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts | often meet up with my
classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school. After school, |
always go straight home and then start on my homework while my mum cooks me
dinner. | usually go to bed at about 10 p.m....

m During the week, | have a very regular schedule because of my job. | always wake
up just after 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way to the subway
station. | get to work at 8 o'clock sharp, and usually work until 5, sometimes | work
overtime until 7 or 8. After | get home | normally eat dinner with my wife and after
that either hang out with friends or watch TV before going to bed at about 11

The present simple is used to describe what we do every day or very frequently:
“l get up at 7:30 in the morning.”

“She often goes to the movies.”

“They eat noodles for lunch.”

,@%s RELL S — M TLAER O FAE % 2, 18 2 JEVE Kk F R St 2 A A 1
P R T B O A R T

The present simple is often used together with times of day, so make sure you are
aware of the following:
e at + hour + o'clock
“My mum makes me go to bed at 70 o’clock.”
“I get up at 6 o’clock.”

MBA
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e at + dawn / noon / midnight
“I never get up at dawn.”
“| always eat lunch at noon.”

e at + hour + a.m./ in the morning
“I usually wake up at 8 a.m.”
“| usually wake up at 8 in the morning.”

e at + hour + p.m. / in the afternoon / evening
“My father often comes home at 9 p.m.”
“My father often comes home at 9 in the evening.”

e at/on the weekend
“I normally just relax at the weekend.”
“I normally just relax on the weekend.”

o~ N
(%) SR IE GRS AR EE, FHRELRESA R LR,
’ br#n at 8 a.m. o’clock, in noon, on weekend !
FEHES, ROVEFERARF 1—12 kTR0 E, mAER 24 /h
#l, HEH, 23:00 FATRILALL 11 o'clock B¢ 11 p.m., {ERHBNIRRED 23
o'clock,
5/
Exercise 2.2: Gap Fill
Write the words below in the correct spaces.
eat go out hang out with have lie
meet up play wake up watch watch
Recently I've been very lazy. | __ pretty late, around 10 a.m., and take
a long time over breakfast. | usually television while | my
breakfast, then | , with friends and football in
the street. | go back home and lunch with my family, then | go out again in the
evening and my mates. After that | normally in bed till the early
hours of the morning and movies.

Exercise 2.3: Enor Correction

Identify the mistakes in the following sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces
provided.

1. | often go to my sister’s house for lunch in the weekend.

MBA
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2. On holiday, | usually get up 4 p.m. in the morning.

3. | always go for a jog on the evening, when it is cool.

4. Normally, | go to bed at 11 p.m. o’clock.

5. 1try to have lunch in noon.

6. 1leave for work on 6 a.m. o’clock.

EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Sequence Markers
AN FEIES 2R F ARSI
B, 1ET19E — THRE %A AlcefiDavid2 anfal {# Fi /¥ SHr&IARY .

Well, usually | wake up around 8 a.m....Then | normally ride my bike to school,
apart from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts | often meet up
with my classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school. After
school, | always go straight home and then start on my homework while my mum

cooks me dinner...

...l always wake up just after 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way to
the subway station...After | get home | normally eat dinner with my wife and after
that either hang out with friends or watch TV before going to bed at about 11.

To talk about your usual or normal routine, you should use sequence markers. These
help you logically link the different activities that you do together and also make things much
clearer for the listener.

Remind yourself of the following sequence markers:
e before

o then

o after (activity)

o after that

AliceFfiDavidH-1&F E M 1 42 1E G afUithens & after that, i
MIRER T —Lek FirEid Xk R LAE M 1T R R B RHEE .

20
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Exercise 2.4: Gap Fill & Ordering

Write the words below in the correct spaces and then order the sentences 1-4 in the order
that they occur.

after the shower after that before then
A. | have something to eat. | rarely have a very big breakfast.
B. , | come home and take a quick shower.

C. On Sundays | normally get up fairly early and have a run in the local park
doing anything else.
D. | throw some really comfortable clothes on.

» For more pracfiée, p/e‘ase”go fo: www.EQEngﬁsh.com (B I

=
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Formula 3: What do you like 1o do (in your
spare time)?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for
“What do you like to do (in_your spare time)?” type questions.

FIRATE 5 A T E S RAne] B Z T HIRIZERIAIR, bhan:
e What do you like to do in your spare time?

e What do you like to do when you are on holidays?

e What do you like to do when you are not working?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “What do you like to do (in_your spare time)?” type questions,
you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

o ldentify a couple of things you like 1. Use either enjoy / like + verb-ing or like
doing. to + verb. (‘I like studying English.” /

e Describe why you like them. x “l like to study English.”)

2. Use one or two native speaker phrasal
verbs to say “l like”. (“I'm quite into
playing guitar.” / “I'm really keen on

studying English.”)

3. Use some adjectives of positive feeling
to show the degree of your interest. (‘I
like playing football. It's exciting.” / “I'm
quite into learning new languages.
| find it fascinating.”)

22
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

BT S] —LLRIERHERNC, XA T EE IR IR RAEE A M, JEAEBH
Bh PR SR Mg T IR B ETEH.

Native Speaker

Word

Definition

Example Sentence

to be keen on something (“Quite

He goes to concerts all the time.

b:o?r:":tiilr?;o into” is a way of expressing that He’s quite into music.
you have a strong interest in
RRTHRE something.)
a story told by using sound and The film Titanic is extremely popular
movie / film noun moving pictures, shown at a cinema with some people, but | don’t really
2§ 4 (film = British English, like romantic movies.
movie = American English)
. a type of music with a strong beat Eminem is one of the most famous
hip-hop X . L
ey noun that usually involves rapping, not hip-hop stars.
singing to music
informal — a single musical perfor- For me, gigs aren’t worth going to;
i mance by an individual or band you have to buy expensive tickets,
.ﬁ;@.g gﬁﬂEA noun spend a long time getting there and
A==, RE= the performance is usually worse
than the band’s CD.
to be very interested in something My father’s recently become keen
be keen on something on photography, S0 he's bought
Foa *ik BB an expensive digital camera and
' spends a lot of time taking photos of
everything.
novel a long story about imaginary | think the "Harry Potter” novels are
noun .
N people and events fantastic.
a short story about imaginary | often buy those small magazines
short story people and events with short stories in them and read
ERINE them on the subway on my way to
work.
every so often sometimes, not very often Although | come from Chongqing |
BR, Rt only eat spicy food every so often.
to describe something that makes Students only need to talk to
stimulating adjective you feel enthusiastic and full of Professor Smith for a while and

SASTER, RHY

MBA

ideas

then they’re suddenly bursting with
ideas — he’s so stimulating.
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2] i3 A B 2% A Alice FiDavid S % & %

What do you like to do in your spare time?

Well, | have lots of hobbies | like to do in my spare time. I'm very interested in
studying English and I'm also quite into movies — sometimes | combine these
two interests by watching British or American films. What | particularly enjoy
doing, though, is playing football — it's so exciting!

What do you like to do in the evening?
I work really hard during the day so in the evening | like to relax and unwind. 'm
a big fan of hip-hop and rock music, and | like hanging out with friends and
watching gigs. I'm also keen on reading novels and short stories. I'm involved
in a reading group at my university and every so often we get together and
discuss the latest books we've read over dinner — it's so stimulating to talk and
hear different views about the books we’ve all read.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Like & Enjoy | & 21& S = 1 Like & Enjoy BI ik
B4, LEIRNTEE— T B % 4 AliceFnDavidA2 #nfa] {& F zhidlikeFnenjoyf

Well, 1 have lots of hobbies | /ike to do in my spare time. I'm very interested in
studying English and I'm also quite into movies — sometimes | combine these two
interests by watching British or American films. What | particularly enjoy doing,
though, is playing football — it's so exciting!

| work really hard during the day so in the evening | like to relax and unwind. I'm a
big fan of hip-hop and rock music, and | like hanging out with friends and watching

gigs...

Like and enjoy are two very common verbs that you need to master to do well in your
[ELTS test.

Like
Notice that David uses “like” in two different ways to say the same thing.
e like + to verb

“I like to relax.”

e like + verb-ing
“l like hanging out with friends.”

e enjoy + verb-ing
“I really enjoy playing tennis.”

24
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@@; enjoy /& T R EEEE B IR Y ing R, LA LLUL “I enjoy practising the
& guitar for a couple of hours every day.”, TAFELL “l enjoy to practise.”

If you or the interviewer has already mentioned an activity, and you continue to discuss
that activity, you can refer to that activity as “it”.

For example:

“l really enjoy studying English. /t is fun.”

In the second sentence, “it” refers back to “studying English”. Use “it” when you are
sure that both you and the person you are speaking to are talking about the same thing.
Remember, if what you were talking about before was plural, you must say “they” instead of “it”.

For example:

“| like watching football matches — they are so exiting.”

Exercise 3.1: Error Correction

Each of the sentences below has at least one mistake. Identify the mistakes and write the
correct sentences in the spaces provided.

1. When I’'m not working | really enjoy to cycle in the countryside outside my city. They are a
very healthy and exciting pastime.

N

| really like to getting involved in team sports. It is particularly good for building up
cooperative skills and healthy competition.

3. | especially liking to spend my free time sleeping and being lazy in my dormitory.

4. My friends and | are really keen on play computer games. It is a really good way to spend
an evening.

5. | enjoy to take part in martial arts like Kungfu; it can keep you fit and make you strong!

6. She enjoys go out to bars on weekends and hang out with friends.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Native Speaker Ways to Say ‘| Like”

BIES R 2 ARIEEHEEN A RIE | Like

LR F [ B — T F B 2% A= AliceFnDavid & anfaf 2R3k | Likefd,

Well, | have lots of hobbies | like to do in my spare time. I'm very interested in

studying English and I'm also quite into movies — sometimes | combine these two
interests by watching British or American films...

MBA
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| work really hard during the day so in the evening | like to relax and unwind. I'm a
big fan of hip-hop and rock music, and | like hanging out with friends and watching
gigs. I'm also keen on reading novels and short stories...

Let's look at the structures for these native speaker ways to say you “like” something:
e I'm quite into + activity / hobby
“I'm quite into playing tennis — | get very excited about it.”

e I'm a fan of + activity / hobby
“I'm a big fan of guitar music — 1 often go to concerts.”

e I'm keen on + activity / hobby
“I'm really keen on going to eat in Thai restaurants. | love Thai food.”

e I'm interested in + activity / hobby
“I'm very interested in law; 'm always reading about the latest laws and legal cases.”

T X L3 E BHEE F AR )i 15, BEEZEEPAFENRE

B2, Ebk#n quite into, afan of, keenon, interested in,

Exercise 3.2: Word Order

Rewrite the words below in the correct order.

1. quite on detective into stories I'm TV watching
2. of fan comedies huge a romantic She’s

3. interested I'm latest in fashions  extremely the

4. very dancing He's with at clubs on friends keen

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Adjectives of Positive Feeling

BAES R 3 RIEEAREHE AR
AR E BT B A AliceFnDavid i T WRLEFS 2517 e Feik B ORI,

Well, | have lots of hobbies | like to do in my spare time. I'm very interested in

studying English and I'm also quite into movies — sometimes | combine these two

interests by watching British or American films. What | particularly enjoy doing,
though, is playing football — it's so exciting!

26
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pleyite) ...I'm involved in a reading group at my university and every so often we get
together and discuss the latest books we've read over dinner — it's so stimulating to
talk and hear different views about the books we've all read.

To explain why you like doing something, you should use adjectives of positive feeling. It
is often difficult for non-native speakers to use these correctly, and candidates frequently lose
marks in the IELTS test because of this type of mistake.

Adjectives of positive feeling come from action verbs such as “satisfy”, “bore” and “excite”.
There are two ways to turn these types of verbs into adjectives of positive feeling.
e Use to be + verb-ed when talking about the person who is experiencing the emotion:
“He is bored when he has nothing to do.”
“She is fascinated by music.”
“They are interested in playing football.”
“| am satisfied with my lessons.”

“The dog is excited when | give him food.”

e Use to be + verb-ing when talking about the thing that is causing the emotion:
“Football is boring.”
“Music is fascinating.”
“Studying English is interesting.”
“Seeing a concert is exciting.”
“Eating a big dinner is satisfying.”

Exercise 3.3: Sentence Completion

Complete the sentences below by writing the correct forms of the words in brackets.

1. | really enjoy reading; a good book is so (satisfy).

2. |think movies are (bore).

3. My friends are all (excite) about the concert on Sunday.
4. 1love studying English. I'm (fascinate) by the grammar.

5. Imreally (interest) in learning more about other countries.
6. Julia finds her art classes incredibly (satisfy).

| For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | €O\ I

&

27"
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Formula 4: What do you dislike about X?

28

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“What do you dislike about X?” type questions.
FIRHIE 5 AR H SR EE THIRIZER R, Eein:

« What do you dislike about parties?
e What don’t you like about your job?

« What do you dislike about eating in restaurants?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “What do you dislike about X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order

o ldentify which aspects of the topic
you don’t like — name just one or two
things.

o Describe the degree of dislike you
have for them.

e Give examples why you don’t like
them.

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

Language Steps

1. Use native speaker expressions of
dislike. (“I’'m not keen on sports.”)

2. Use native speaker degrees of dislike
words and phrases. (“| absolutely hate
going to the cinema.”)

3. Use very much correctly to express
dislike. (*I don't like basketball very
much.”)

LERAISR S 3] — BT BHERND, X LeRiC 3 T B E XK AR R AN, RS

BhIRER AR T HHIE ZE 6.

stranger noun
YN

a person you don't know Parents often tell small children

not to talk to strangers as it can be
dangerous.
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Native Speaker
Word

Definition

Part One E—&B4y '

Example Sentence

find oneself doing

to suddenly realise that you
are doing something uninten-

Tom says he hates rock music, but
whenever his son plays a Rolling

something . : .
e Bped (74 T, tionally Stones song he finds himself sing-
24 ) -
ZRTIRT B AR ing along.
superficial not deep or meaningful, very People who judge others by their
iﬁﬁ% BRI adjective shallow, without much mean- clothes are very superficial.
’ ing
an area of an activity, job or Although lots of university gradu-
field interest ates would like to get into market-
Sig, T6H noun ing, it's a very competitive field and
> TR only the very best candidates suc-
ceed.
one’s line manager is a man- Sometimes, workers have to make
Jine manager ager more senior than you to complaints about their line manag-
EREM E%E% who you are responsible for ers to the manager of the line man-
ey = your work on a day-to-day ager, which can be very awkward.
basis
the journey between one’s | would rather live in a smaller city
commute noun / verb workplace and home; to make so that | didn’t have to spend so
s, EBEERT that journey much time commuting to work ev-
ery day.
the time in the mornings and | never get the bus during rush
rush hour evenings when the roads and hour, because the traffic is so bad.
R pavements are busy because If | need to go somewhere in the
most people are travelling to city, |1 do it between about 10 a.m.
or from work and 4 p.m.
iam-packed full of things or people, very Beautiful beaches are often ruined
J#ﬂfﬁgﬁf&ﬂﬁ adjective close together during the summer because they

MODEL ANSWERS || 2 &35 45

are jam-packed with tourists.

5] i3 5tk B 2% A= AliceFnDavidI 2 B & &,

What do you dislike about parties?

Well, | generally enjoy the parties | go to, but there are a few things | don't like.
| don't like all the drinking that usually happens and I'm not keen on meeting
lots of new people at parties. If there are too many strangers at a party | find
myself having the same conversation again and again: Where are you from?

29
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IMEEABEESTLELR

What's your major? What's your job? | can’t stand repeating myself and this
kind of conversation is very superficial; you don’t really get to know the person
at all.
What don’t you like about your job?

| don't particularly like my job. I'm not interested in the field | work in, and |
don’t like my line manager or many of my colleagues very much — they’re all
so boring. But what | absolutely hate about my job is the commute. It takes
me about two hours to get to work; | have.to travel during the rush hour on
the subway and public buses which are always jam-packed with people — it's
terrible!

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Expressing Dislike
EREER 1 RIEKE
LBl B — TR % Ak AliceFnDavid 2 4nfil % ik T ,

Well, | generally enjoy the parties | go to, but there are a few things | don't like. |
don't like all the drinking that usually happens and I'm not keen on meeting lots of

new people at parties...| can’t stand repeating myself and this kind of conversation
is very superficial...

| don't particularly like my job. I’'m not interested in the field 1 work in, and | don't like
my line manager or many of my colleagues very much — they’re all so boring. But
what | absolutely hate about my job is the commute...

Notice that Alice and David use a variety of phrases to talk naturally about things they
don't like. You should also try to use a varied range of ways to say you dislike something.
Here are some more expressions you should try to use:

e expression + noun

“l don't like parties.”

“l don’t enjoy music concerts.”
“I'm not keen on fashion.”

“I'm not really a fan of music.”
“I’'m not interested in history.”

“I| hate TV documentaries.”

“l can’t stand supermarkets.”

e expression + verb-ing
“l don’t like living in a big city.”
“l don’t enjoy watching television.”
“I’'m not keen on reading about fashion.”
“I’'m not really a fan of listening to live music.”
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“I'm not interested in learning about history.”
“| hate watching TV documentaries.”
“I can’t stand going to the supermarket.”

Exercise 4.1: Rephrasing

Look at the sentences below and rewrite them in the spaces provided using the phrases in

MBA

brackets.

1.

I don't like to travel a lot for work, but my boss makes me. (hate)

| dislike formal parties where you have to look very smart and behave very well. (not
keen on)

| don’t enjoy it when my manager criticises me in front of all my colleagues. (can’t stand)

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Expressing Degrees of Dislike
BAES R 2 RIEAREERNRKE

Susan doesn’t like English at all and thinks it's a complete waste of time. (not interested
in)

I don't like to go to expensive restaurants. (not really a fan of)

| don't like to watch TV soap operas. (don't enjoy)

1EFAN | Bi— T Alice FiDavidA& anfal ik KIER,

| can’t stand repeating myself and this kind of conversation is very superficial; you

don’t really get to know the person at all...

| don't particularly like my job...But what / absolutely hate about my job is the commute...

There are many ways of saying you don’t like something in English. Just saying “I don’t

like...” all the time is boring for you and for your listener!

Let's look at some ways to express the degree of dislike:
e | absolutely hate...

| don't really like...

| thoroughly dislike...

| don't really enjoy...

| can't stand...
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e | really don't like...
o | strongly dislike...

Exercise 4.2: Gap Fil

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

MBA
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thoroughly dislike can't stand really don't like
absolutely don't really strongly

| like Jerry’s parties. He always invites boring people.

Margaret dislikes office parties because she has to pretend to like all of her
colleagues and her job. She finds it quite annoying.

I our seminar classes at university because none of my classmates
prepare for the classes and everyone is too nervous to discuss the topic. It's a waste of

time.

My wife hates her job because the work is boring, her boss is an idiot and
her salary is terrible!

Many parents bringing their children to parties because they have to

spend all of their time looking after the kids rather than relaxing and having a good time
themselves.

My mother travelling to work by bus; it's always so crowded, the journey
takes a long time and she hates the TVs they have now.

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Very Much | &2i& & = 3 Very Much B9 ik

A1 F — T T B 2% A= David &2 20 {al & Fl very muchf.,

...l don't like my line manager or many of my colleagues very much — they're all so

boring...

Many students make the terrible mistake of saying the following types of sentences in

the IELTS test:

“I very like playing tennis.” (%)
“I don't like very much going shopping.” (x)
This is very bad English and does not sound like a native.

Look at the following correct native speaker sentences and see if you can see the

correct word order patterns:

“I like playing tennis very much.”
“l don’t like going shopping very much.”



Q0 1071924830 +

Part One F—&B4%

There are three rules you must remember:

e You cannot use “very” before a verb.

e You cannot use “very much” before a verb.

e You can use “very much” after the activity.

Examples:

“I like reading romantic novels very much.”

“| really like reading romantic novels.”

“l don’t like going climbing in the mountains very much.”

“l really don't like going climbing in the mountains.”

If you want to sound like a native, we advise you to only use very much with short
sentences.

very much F1 very I B 5 really W RZERE AR/,

Exercise 4.3: Error Correction

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. ldentify the incorrect
sentences and write the correct sentences in the space provided.

1. | very enjoy studying English.

2. 1 very much like going to the seaside and swimming in the sea.

3. ldon’t very much enjoy going to parties.

4. | very like all parts of my job.

5. | enjoy my job very much.

' For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com ‘ L = 3
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In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for
“How often do you do X?” type questions.

Formula 5: How often do you do X?

AR E 2 AR B S YRR 2 T AN FE 2R A R, Eugn:

e How often do you read books?

« How often do visitors come to your home?

« How often do you go out to dinner with friends?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “How often do you do X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order

o Say how frequently you do the activity
the examiner asks you about.
o Explain why you do it that frequently.

Language Steps

1. Use a range of different adverbs of
frequency correctly. (“| never go to the
cinema.” / “| regularly watch DVDs.")

2. Use a variety of adverbs of infrequency
to describe something you don’t do
often. (| don’t always eat at home.” /
“Every once in a while | play sports.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

IR ) —SERIERE L, XLERCH TR IZLRBREIEE A A, FHRRBHR

BhREE % T HRY & 7B,

rarely (Native speakers use | am always very good about stay-

once in a blue moon this phrase to show that an ing on a diet; it's only once in a blue

Wby, HEER action happens very, very moon that | might eat a piece of cake.
rarely.)

used to to show that something usu- Clare used to be a really good stu-

EHE the past

34

ally occurred or was true in dent, but lately she's become really

lazy.
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Native Speaker

Word

have somebody over

BB A

socialise

#3X

bookworm
B, HiE

mix something up

R AR

poetry
i

be in the mood

HMEHRE

verb

noun

noun

Definition

invite (when you invited
somebody to your home,
usually for a meal or drinks)

to spend time with other
people for enjoyment

somebody who reads all the
time

to change or vary things from
the normal pattern, for fun or
to make them more interest-

ing

a type of writing where the
text is arranged in lines,
which may or may not rhyme
(Many students confuse this
word with “poet” and “poem”.)

to feel like doing something

MODEL ANSWERS

515 9 B 22 Lk Alice FnDavid I S 2 & 2,

How often do you socialise with friends?
| used to go out to dinner with my friends all the time, but I'm in my last year

of university now and I'm really busy — | don’t often have the chance to take a

break and spend time with my friends. Once in a blue moon I'll have someone

over for coffee, or I'll go to a friend’s house and hang out. | hope I'll have more

time to socialise after | graduate!

How often do you read books?
To be honest, I'm always reading books; I’'m a complete bookworm! | usually
read novels, but sometimes | mix it up slightly and read books about history
or nature. | prefer reading novels because they are a great way to relax and
escape from daily life, but | also enjoy history and nature books because they

MBA
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Example Sentence

Last night | had some friends over
to my house and cooked dinner for
them.

| love parties because 1 like to so-
cialise — they are a great opportunity
to hang out with friends and meet new
people.

| don’t understand how Jane can date
a bookworm like John; he’s so boring,
always reading and hardly ever going
out with friends.

I’'ve been working on the same proj-
ect at work for six months and I'm
completely bored. | wish our manager
would mix the work up and give us
some new tasks.

Li Bai (¥FH) was a Chinese poet,
whose poetry is very famous. One
poem he wrote was called “Drinking
Alone by Moonlight” ( { B 3B ) ).

Helen just asked me to go and play
tennis with her, but I'm not in the
mood; | just feel like sitting on the
sofa and reading a book.

35
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help me learn more about the world we live in. From time to time | might read
some poetry, but | have to be in the right mood.
I=WAS L

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Adverbs of Frequency | & 771&

EFAEE— T 1 B2 A AliceF1David & anfa {5 FASH =R SI1RIH

| used to go out to dinner with my friends all the time, but I'm in my last year of
university now and I'm really busy...

To be honest, I'm always reading books; I'm a complete bookworm! | usually read
novels, but sometimes | mix it up slightly and read books about history or nature...

= 1 SR EA

Remind yourself of the following groups of adverbs of frequency:

Adverbs of Frequency that go before the verb

o always
“l always read the Sunday papers.”

e seldom / rarely
“Jonathan rarely goes to fast-food restaurants.”

e never
“l never read the Sunday papers.”

Adverbs of Frequency that can go before the verb or at the end of the sentence

e oOften
“| often listen to music.”
“l listen to music often.”

e frequently
) frequently go to bars with my friends.”
“I go to bars with my friends frequently.”

Adverbs of Freguency that can go at the beginning of the sentence or before the verb or af
the end of the sentence

o usually
“Usually | play football on Sunday.”
“l usually play football on Sunday.”
“| play football on Sunday usually.”

e sometimes
“Sometimes | go to nightclubs.”
“l sometimes go to nightclubs.”
“I go to nightclubs sometimes.”

36
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e occasionally
“Occasionally Lee reads a newspaper.”
“Lee occasionally reads a newspaper.”
“Lee reads a newspaper occasionally.”

Adverbs of Frequency that can only go at the end of the sentence

e all the time
“| listen to my MP3 all the time.”

always 1 never #EFR /SR RAIMZER, BMNREHAT -EREELE
MEBRAERGERESE, B, 2 A5 REEE RRENEM R R s
FISREE—— X B R LAERITRESR B R — A EIBRHEE .

Exercise 5.1: Word Placement

Circle the letters that represents the appropriate position for the adverbs of frequency in
brackets.

1. A1 B go cycling with my friends C. (sometimes)

2. A she B smokes cigarettes C. (never)

3. AlB go to concerts C. (often)

4. A she B goes swimming on Thursday nights C. (usually)

5. Ahe B invites me to his house for dinner C. (occasionally)

6. Al B read the newspaper each morning while | eat breakfast C. (always)

7. A my mother B cooks dinner or lunch for her friends and neighbours C. (frequently)
8. Al B watch TV C. (all the time)

9. Ahe B listens to the radio C. (seldom)

37
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 Adverbs of Infrequenc
EAES A 2 BTREROMEENER
LN B — T B EAlcefnDavid H TWRLEERIN A B IR,

...I don’t often have the chance to take a break and spend time with my friends.
Once in a blue moon I'll have someone over for coffee, or I'll go to a friend’s house

and hang out...
...From time to time | might read some poetry, but | have to be in the right mood.

When you do not do the activity the examiner asks you about frequently, you should use
a varied range of adverbs of infrequency.

Colloguial expressions
In addition to “never”’, “seldom” and “rarely” (see Language Step 1), you can also use

the following colloquial expressions to sound more like a native:
e every once in a while (= sometimes)
“| play football on Sunday morning every once in a while.”

¢ from time to time (= occasionally)
“I have friends over from time to time.”

e once in a blue moon (= rarely)
“l drink alcohol once in a blue moon.”

e hardly ever (= almost never)
“I hardly ever play video games.”

@ LA ATE, BRT hardly ever REEERNIMMIEE 25, HibiEIEEREE
/ AR XA LB ERE,

Using "don’t”
It's also often useful to form adverbs of infrequency by adding “don’t” before an adverb
of frequency. “Don’t” can be used with the following adverbs:
e always
“l don’t always go to the university canteen to eat.”

e usually
“She doesn’t usually have guests to dinner.”

e often

“He doesn’t often socialise with friends.”

38
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e all the time
“| don’t go to expensive restaurants with friends all the time; just occasionally.”

C FATAFEIE don't i 7E sometimes, rarely, occasionally #1 never E’Jguﬁ E3]15
V4 FAVARLALE “Don’'t sometimes...”, “Don't rarely...”, “Don't occasionally...” F
“Don’t never...",

FIERHEZE A don't really + verb + much BYLEH) IR (b 1R i 38,
tb4n: “l don't really read much.”

Exercise 5.2: Practice with a Friend
On your own or with a partner, try answering the following questions using the adverbs of
infrequency below.

o every once in a while e don’t always
e from time to time e don't usually
e once in a blue moon e don't often
e hardly ever e don’t...all the time

How often do you read books in English?

How often do you go to expensive restaurants?
How often do you cook dinner for guests?

How often do you go to music concerts?

How often do you watch Chinese operas?

How often do you go on holiday with your friends?
How often do you read science magazines?

How often do you watch American soap operas?

©NO O KM wWDN -~

EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Explaining Frequency
IFIEER BRAETIAZLENEENEE
iEFARE — T AlicefiDavidZ anfi fif Bt B AT A B FRALF I E,

| used to go out to dinner with my friends all the time, but I'm in my last year of
university now and I'm really busy — | don’t often have the chance to take a break
and spend time with my friends...

...| prefer reading novels because they are a great way to relax and escape from
daily life, but | also enjoy history and nature books because they help me learn more
about the world we live in. From time to time | might read some poetry, but | have to
be in the right mood.

39
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Remember that the second thing you should say to the examiner when answering “How

often do you do X?” type questions is why you do the action frequently or infrequently.

Practise using the following phrases:

e |/ [adverb of (in)frequency] do (it) because...
“I always play basketball after work because | can keep fit and socialise with my
colleagues.”
“I don’t often go to the cinema because it's too expensive.”

e / can't do (it) because...
“I can’t socialise with my friends very often because | live in a completely different part
of the city.”
“I would like to read more books but | can’t because | don’t have the time.”

o [ (adverb of infrequency) have the chance to...
“I don’t usually have the chance to hang out with my old friends because | recently
moved to a new city.”
“I don't often have the chance to read long novels because | am so busy at work.”

Exercise 5.3: Matching

Match sentences halves 1-5 with sentence halves A-E.

MBA
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1
2.
3.
4
5

monN® >

| don’t often wake up later than 8 a.m....

| can’t drink coffee with breakfast...

| sometimes have the chance to go to the theatre in the evenings...
| rarely have the chance...

| usually hang out with my friends on the weekend...

...because it helps me relax after the working week.

...because my girlfriend can occasionally get free tickets.
..because it makes me nervous and it isn’t good for the stomach.
..because | don't like to lie in bed late in the morning.

...to have people over for dinner.

For more prddice, p/edse go to: www.EQEnglish.com , : LN I

©
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Formula 6: What do you like most about X?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for
“What do you like most about X?” type questions.
KR E D AR HS RN EZE TR BRI R, bhan:

e What do you like most about student life?

« What do you like most about your job?
o What is the best thing about your city?
e What is your favourite type of weather?

THE FORMULA .

«\ )
A~
%

oo B @< x AR

:_,";,:,
When the examiner asks you _W%f do yoﬁiﬁe A%’st about X?” type questions, you must:

L

Answer Order

o Say which aspect of X you like the
most.
e Explain why.

Language Steps

1. Use adverbs modifying verbs to express
degrees of like. (“l especially like
playing the piano.” / “Students
particularly enjoy going to bars and
restaurants.”)

2. Use parallel structure correctly. (“I like
going to the cinema, watching TV and
playing video games.”)

3. Use simple linking words accurately.
(“Although Beijing has developed very
fast, it's still not very expensive.” / “I
don’t like travelling to work, but | enjoy
my job.")

4]
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LEBADRE ] — RIE IR, X EWCH T RIZIZEUNRBIEE A, HFRREBHR

BhPRER R T TR S27E 6.

Part of

Native Speaker

Word Speech

golden opportunity
BIFHHE

expand / broaden /
widen (somebody's)
horizons

TR

Salsa (dancing)

BEREE ($5EE)

noun

yoga
i

noun

coast

R, BE

noun

the odd
RIDE

typhoon
am

noun

breeze

B

noun

value

=R

verb

all year round

=F, ¥F

42
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Definition

a very good opportunity or chance
to do something

to increase somebody’s knowl-
edge so that they think about or
consider things they didn't before

a type of dance from South
America, where couples dance
together

a type of exercise originally from
India which exercises the body
through stretching and breathing
exercises

the area of land next to the sea

not often, rarely

a very strong, violent and dan-
gerous type of wind

a very soft and gentle wind

to think that something is impor-
tant or valuable

all year, at all times of the year

Example Sentence

Getting a scholarship to study at
Harvard University was a golden
opportunity for David.

My father always told me that |
should go travelling and see the
world as it would help expand my
horizons.

I've also wanted to try Salsa
dancing because it looks like a lot
of fun and the men seem so sexy!

Although | don’t play any sports
I'm quite fit because | do yoga
frequently.

Susan wanted to move nearer
the coast so she could go swim-
ming and sailing whenever she
wanted.

| don’t like my current company;
| work really hard and although |
get the odd “well done” from my
manager, | don't feel my work is
appreciated at all.

Pete was sailing in the Pa-
cific Ocean when his yacht was
caught in a typhoon. The storm
blew his boat about 500 kilome-
tres, but he was lucky and sur-
vived.

We had a lovely afternoon togeth-
er, drinking tea and chatting in the
garden with lots of sunshine and
a gentle breeze.

Most companies value experi-
ence over education qualifica-
tions.

| could tell my grandmother’s
health wasn’t very good because
she felt cold all year round.
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MODEL ANSWERS § & Z=3545l
[32] 15t B 2 A AliceFnDavidpI B % & %,

What do you like most about student life?

What | particularly like about student life is the golden opportunity it gives me
to expand my horizons. At university | can not only increase my knowledge
about my major and learn new things like Salsa and yoga, but | can also meet
lots of new people.

What is the best thing about your hometown?

My hometown is Xiamen, in Fujian Province. The best thing about my
hometown is its location. It's right on the coast, and from most places in the
city there are beautiful views of the sea. Although we get the odd typhoon
every year because we are by the seaside, we also enjoy light sea breezes
during the summer. But what | especially value about Xiamen’s location is the
fresh seafood we can eat all year round.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Expressing Degrees of Like

BAEERA 1| RESENEE

EBHATRE — T B3 4 AlicefnDavid 2 ZnfAl R IA A EHIE RN,

What | particularly like about student life is the golden opportunity it gives me to
expand my horizons...

...But what | especially value about Xiamen’s location is the fresh seafood we can
eat all year round.

As you can see, Alice and David use different ways to express how much they like
different aspects of X. Let's look at some more native speaker ways to express degrees of

like:
Adverb Verb Activity / Place
really like
! verb-ing
especially enjoy
noun
particularly ~ love
Examples:

“I really enjoy watching the trees by the lake bend in the wind.”
“| particularly like my hometown’s food.”
“| especially love attending my Psychology lectures.”
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Any of the above combinations are fine, and using some varied language will make you
sound more like a native speaker.

Notice that “like”, “love” and “enjoy” must be followed by either “verb-ing” or a noun, so:
“| especially like / enjoy / love walking in the countryside.”
“I especially like / enjoy / love the countryside.”

You cannot say: “I like / enjoy / love to walking.”

& e RN  very R ATLUKTE like, enjoy 1l love X 27 AT E . Bk, “
2 very like walking in the countryside.” XFhZF 5 &R, REZIZVL I really /
particularly | especially like walking in the countryside.”,

Exercise 6.1: Error Correction

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect
sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided.

1. I really liking meeting new people.

2. | particularly to love travelling as part of my job.

3. She especially enjoys visit the famous sights in my hometown.

4. | enjoy to taking photographs and sending postcards home.

5. lvery like living with my classmates in our dormitory.

6. |really love snowy weather.

LANGUAGE STP 2 Parallel Structure | 41

LEFRATHE ok B i — T 78 2% A= Alice FnDavid 2 Znfa] i AT 45 #41,

...At university | can not only increase my knowledge about my major and learn new
things like Salsa and yoga, but | can also meet lots of new people.

...Although we get the odd typhoon every year because we are by the seaside, we
also enjoy light sea breezes during the summer...

Parallel structure means making sure that the series of words in a sentence are “in

44
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agreement” or “in line” with each other. The best way to understand this is by looking at some

examples:

“| really enjoy watching plays, writing papers and listening to the school band.”
“My mother particularly likes fo dance, go out to restaurants and spend time with the

family.”

As you will notice, all of the verbs in the above sentences have the same form, and so

can be said to “agree” with each other. Many students lose points in the IELTS test because
of simple “agreement” errors, such as the following:

“| especially like reading scientific journals, have fun with my study mates and relaxing

on campus.” ( x)

“I like to scientific journals, have fun with my study mates and relaxing on campus.” (x)

Exercise 6.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate words from the choices below to complete the sentences.

MBA

1.

There are many things that | like about Spring Festival. We all watch television, light

fireworks outside the door, and songs together.

A. sing B. singing

He especially loves whistling whilst his bike through the hutongs of
Beijing.

A. ride B. riding

| really love to hike, swim, and my bicycle.

A. ride B. riding

Wow, there are so many things | love about my job. My workmates are great. We do a
lot together in our free time. We often go drinking in bars, in clubs and
singing at karaoke bars during the weekend!

A. dance B. dancing

As a student | enjoy learning new things, my friends on campus and
studying in the library.

A. to meet B. meeting

My study mates like every day, play sports together and study in the park.
A. to exercise B. exercising

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Linking Words ENIEE R
LFIRAT15E B — T M B 22 Ak AliceFnDavid ity [ Z vb 8 F T WpLsd 217,

. ...At university | can not only increase my knowledge about my major and learn new

things like Salsa and yoga, but | can also meet lots of new people.

...Although we get the odd typhoon every year because we are by the seaside, we
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also enjoy light sea breezes during the summer. But what | especially value about
Xiamen'’s location is the fresh seafood we can eat all year round.

To sound like a native and to improve your score on your speaking test, it's good to show
slight comparison, contrast and consequence between ideas and feelings using transitional
or linking words.

Take a look at the following linking words, and how they are used:
e but
“| really like my maths teacher, but | like my science teacher more.”

e however
“My major is history, however, | find art class more exciting.”

¢ although
“Although | study hard most of the time, | always find time for fun on the weekends.”
“| always find time for fun on the weekends, aithough | study hard most of the time.”

e though
“| enjoy learning to play the violin, though it is difficult at times.”
“Though it is difficult at times, | enjoy learning to play the violin.”

e as opposed to
“Students discuss ideas, as opposed to just copying from books.”

e besides
“Besides cooking and painting, | often do other activities like singing and hanging out
with my friends.” ’
“| often do other activities like singing and hanging out with my friends besides cooking
and painting.”

e as well as
“She is my classmate as well as my best friend.”
“As well as being my best friend she is my classmate.”

e also
“I love running in the park. | also run in the qym.”

[ Seh Y RRNGR , EFIE although A1 but REEER—A8FH{ER. FEit,
4 PRANFILATE “Although | live near the coast, but | don't like the sea.”, #REZ1Zi
“Although | live near the coast, | don't like the sea.”,
46
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Exercise 6.3: Matching

MBA

Match the sentence halves 1-8 with sentence halves A-H.

1. 1 am really happy with my university’s appearance, the sports facilities and the sculptures, ...

2. | enjoy a lot of things about being a student,...

3. |like my city because it is old, historical and...

4. Ilove the winters in Beijing because of the snow, ice and clear skies;...

5. As well as being a modern, clean and fashionable place to live,...

6. Although | am generally not a very social person,...

7. My job offers me lots of opportunities to be creative and work in a team...

8. When | go travelling | enjoy going for long walks...

A. ...however, | don’t really like going too ‘far into unknown territory — I'm afraid of getting
lost!

B. ...l really like my hometown because it's so interesting.

C. ...the thing about working life | enjoy the most is going out to lunch and dinner with my
workmates.

D. ...though my favourite thing is most certainly the new restaurant on campus — it’s great!

E. ...besides having flexible working hours.

F. ...also a friendly place to live.

G. ...but the thing | like most is the opportunity to meet lots of clever, thoughtful people.

H. ...as opposed to the awful summers with hot, dry air.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com = €\ I '

&

47



Q0 1071924830

| simmEOEEs2HLR

MBA

Formula 7: Is X popular (in your country)?
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In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“Is X popular (in_your country)?” type questions.

ARIIE 2 A PR RN (e B & T 7[R 262910178, Ekn.

o Are bikes popular in your country?

¢ Is watching team sports popular where you live?

o Is playing sports popular in your university?

o Is music popular in China?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Is X popular (in_your country)?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order

e Show you understand the question

which is asking about PEOPLE IN
GENERAL and not YOU.

Talk about TYPES of people in society
like a native.

e Talk about how MANY people like to

do X.

Language Steps

1. Talk about types of people. (“People

of all ages like to ride bikes.” / “Most
businessmen own cars.”)

. Use quantity words to talk about

how many people like X. (“l think
most people ride the subway.” / “The
majority of British people drink milk
with their tea.”)

. Use one or two expressions of habit

like a native. (“/n general, Sichuan
people enjoy spicy food.” / “As a
rule, older generations are more
traditional.”)
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BOYREE A% T i I 76,

Part of

Native Speaker

Word

generally speaking

— R sk

regularly
i, AR adverb
as for
EZF, XF

sexist
A (1); 55
WA

adjective

depend on

WRF, %K

as arule

wE, —BmE

pop (music)

FITEF noun

tend
s F

verb

folk music

REEXR

concert

ERe

noun

MBA

Speech

Definition

in most situations, usually,
ordinarily

frequently, often

used to change the topic of
what you are talking about

describing somebody or
something that says men
are better than women or
women are better than men-

whether something is true or
not is determined by some-
thing else

usually, generalily true

the most popular music in
a society, usually uncompli-
cated and easy to remem-
ber

to be likely to happen, to
usually do something

a traditional style of music,
often from the countryside

an event where musicians
play music to a very large
audience

Part One £—&84

Example Sentence

Generally speaking, | don't eat fast
food but sometimes — perhaps just a
few times a year — | might go to Mc-
Donald’s.

Steve is so fit and strong because he
exercises regularly.

| love playing golf and tennis. As for
cooking, | have no real interest in it.

In the past, most men were sexist;
they didn’t believe women could be
trusted with money, power of respon-
sibilities.

Is Italy a good place to go on holiday?
It depends on what kind of holiday
you want — if you want to see ancient
buildings, eat pizza and drink red
wine, it'll be great.

As a rule, I'm a very calm person but
sometimes | get really annoyed.

Some modern pop music is fantastic —
like Coldplay and U2 — but most of it is
pretty terrible.

Bikes tend to be popular with older
people and students.

| don’t think anyone listens to Eng-
lish folk music anymore; it’s too old-
fashioned.

| love going to concerts; it's so excit-
ing to see my favourite stars singing
and dancing on the stage and the at-
mosphere is fantastic because there's
thousands of people.
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MODEL ANSWERS [ & %3515

)15 56 BB 2% A= Alice FNDavid (I % & &,

Is basketball popular in your country?

Yes, basketball is extremely popular in China. Generally speaking, | would say
that the majority of high school and university male students regularly play
basketball. As for watching basketball, | think most Chinese men under the
age of, say 30, frequently watch NBA matches. Although it sounds a bit sexist,
| don’t believe basketball is very popular with many Chinese women.

Is music popular in China?

| think it depends on what kind of music you are talking about. Most people
in China listen to music every day. As a rule, the younger generation usually
listens to pop, rock or hip-hop music, whereas older people tend to listen
to older Chinese songs or folk music. | think many wealthy people listen to
classical music, sometimes going to live concerts.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Types of People | S4B S &5 1 ARIEA A

50

LAk F — T H8 B 2% A AliceFnDavid 2 anfal i ik A [ 2 BT A Y,

...Generally speaking, | would say that the majority of high school and university
male students regularly play basketball. As for watching basketball, | think most
Chinese men under the age of, say 30, frequently watch NBA matches...I don’t
believe basketball is very popular with many Chinese women
...As a rule, the younger generation usually listens to pop, rock or hip-hop music,
whereas older people tend to listen to older Chinese songs or folk music. | think
many wealthy people listen to classical music, sometimes going to live concerts.

Notice that both Alice and David say what types of people X is popular with. Talking
about types of people is a great way to sound like a native speaker when answering “Is X

popular (in_your country)?” type questions.

Remember:

e A country is made up of different types of people, different groups.

e These different groups have different interests and likes and dislikes.
So, don't just speak for the whole nation and say:

“Chinese people like to drink tea.”

A native speaker will talk about the types of people that X is popular with, rather than
saying that all people like it. So, a better answer — that does not generalise — would be:



Q0 1071924830 +

Part One £—&34%

“In general, a lot of elderly Chinese people like drinking tea, though there are some who
do not like tea.”

Now let's look at some more words and expressions to talk about the different types of
people that make up a society:

Age Groups & Generations Work-Related Groups Social Classes
the older generation retired people poor people
the elderly office workers rich people
younger people white-collar workers the working classes
school kids unemployed people the middle classes
the younger generation housewives the upper classes
adolescents job seekers

Exercise 7.1: Matching

Match the words on the left with the words on the right that have a similar meaning.

. elderly people A. the unemployed
. office workers very wealthy people
. lower classes adolescents

. the older generation
poorer people

white-collar workers

. the upper classes
. job seekers

Mmoo ®

1
2
3
4. teenagers
5
6

Exercise 7.2: Gap fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

adolescents white-collar workers the unemployed
elderly people wealthy people

1. Traditional Chinese activities such as playing Chinese chess and tai chi (Ktk#%) are still
very popular with in China.

2. Bikes are not as popular as they were a few years ago. Now, bikes are mostly ridden by
poor people (such as ) and at school and college.

3. The bus is mainly popular with students and travelling to and from work;
most tend to have their own car and take taxis everywhere.

MBA
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 Quantity Words

52

BAES A2 B

LEFATI R @R — T He B % A AliceFnDavid{E ] 1 WBLL I B A SR

...Generally speaking, | would say that the majority of high school and university
male students regularly play basketball...l think most Chinese men under the age
of, say 30, frequently watch NBA matches...| don’t believe basketball is very popular
with many Chinese women.

...Most people in China listen to music every day...l think many wealthy people
listen to classical music, sometimes going to live concerts.

Again, you will have noticed that David and Alice use quantity words in their answers so
that they do not generalise.

Look at the following quantity words which you should master so that you also don’t

generalise about people:

most people

“I think most people like to occasionally watch and play sports.”

the majority of people

“The majority of teenagers listen to pop music at least once a week.”

a lot of people
“| believe a lot of people will decide to study abroad in the future.”

(not) many people
“Not many elderly people are interested in basketball.”

a small percentage of people
“Only a small percentage of students have their own cars.”

very few people
“In my opinion, very few poor people have the chance to study English.”

) Exercise 7.3: Rephrasing

Rephrase the sentences below using the words in brackets.

1. All

Chinese people regularly play badminton when they are young. (a lot)

2. No

women play golf in China. (not many)

3. Every single Chinese person likes to listen to music. (the majority of)

4. No

body at my university play table tennis. (very few)
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5. Everyone watched the 2008 Olympics Opening Ceremony. (most)

6. No rich people ever ride a bike. (a small percentage of)

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Expressions of Habit

BB R 3 Bk S REITA

A RE— T B A AliceFIDavidZ anfalfili iR R HHY,

...Generally speaking, | would say that the majority of high school and university
male students regularly play basketball...

...As a rule, the younger generation usually listens to pop, rock or hip-hop music,
whereas older people tend to listen to older Chinese songs or folk music...

When you are trying to talk about a lot of people you should also use different
expressions of habit so that you don’t generalise too much.

Look at the following expressions to say what people “usually” or “normally” do:
e in general
“In general, people in India like to eat spicy food.”

e generally speaking
“Generally speaking, English people don’t really learn many other languages.”

e as arule
This expression simply means “generally”, and has nothing to do with rules.
“As a rule, the older generation tends to be more traditional than the younger
generation.”

e more often than not
“Businessmen drive cars to work more often than not.”

e tend to

“Most people in China tend to enjoy playing mah-jong (B&4%).”

Exercise 7.4: Word Order

Rewrite the words below in the correct order.

1. football more as boys a rule is with popular

2. eat southern speaking rice Chinese alotof generally

53
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3. regularly more than university often sports students play not wvery

4. together sport watching to like tend men

5. like rich drive general to cars in people

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com = £\ I

0
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In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

PartOne $—#% ||

Formula 8: What is the best fime (of year) to

“What is the best time (of year) to do X?” type questions.
FIRAVE o A B S PR B E T IR KA Ry [AIRE, thdn.

o What time of year is best for outdoor activities where you live?

o What is the best time of day for studying?

e What time of year is best for travelling in your country?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “What is the best time (of year) to do X?” type questions, you

must:

Answer Order

o Tell the examiner which time is best
for X.

e Describe what the conditions at that time
are (i.e. weather, social conditions).

o Explain WHY that’s the best time.

Language Steps

1. Use superlatives correctly. (“Guilin is
the most beautiful place in China.” /
“This is the best time to travel.”)

2. Use prepositions of time correctly for

times of day, month and year. (“Beijing
is beautiful in the late fall.” / “Beijing is
beautiful at any time of the year.”)

3. Use a few colloquial expressions for

conditions. (“The winter months are
ideal for skiing.” / "The Summer is
perfect for cycling in the mountains.”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LERA RS — SEBRIBRHETNL, X ST T R R AR EAE¥E A M, F A e H:
BOIRERMR T T A9 SR 7.6

Native Speaker Part of -
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
done outside (It is usually used | don’t want an office job; | want
outdoor adiective to describe activities that take a job that involves lots of outdoor
Foh, EFShY ) place in the open air, away tasks so that I'm not stuck in an of-
from buildings.) fice all day.
to be determined by, change- Whether or not you like Sichuan
depend on . . A )
BET, K& able according to a particular food depends on if you like a lot of
! circumstance or situgtion spice.
N to give somebody something, Many companies have a bonus
. to supply scheme to reward staff that work
provide ) . .
B, B verb hard. This obviously provides an
' incentive for the staff to do a good
job.
rock climbing an activity where you use your 'Ive' never be'e'n good at rock climb-
g arms and legs to climb up very ing; | think it's because my arms
steep rocks / mountain sides aren’t strong enough.
L a long walk in the countryside, | absolutely love hiking; it's great to
hiking . ; . f
EE, ERIT noun often including hills and moun- walk through green fields, mead-
! tains ows, up hills and through valleys.
to be interested in something My little nephew Daniel is really
. . into aeroplanes; he's always run-
be into something . .
SR LA ning around the house with a toy
aeroplane in his hand and making
engine noises.
an activity where one sits on A few years ago my sister broke her
sledging noun a wooden “sledge” and slides leg when she tried sledging — the
BERE down snowy hills, usually pop- hill she went down was far too big.
ular with children
an activity where one stands Although snowboarding is really
. with both legs on one “board” fashionable, I'm too frightened of
snowboarding noun and in this way slide down a hurting myself to try it.

BB

depth of winter
Ex, %

56
MBA

mountain; much the same as
to skateboard, but on snow

the coldest part of winter, usu-
ally around the middle of winter

My favourite time of the year is
the depth of winter. Then, there’s
usually lots of snow, people are on
holiday from work and | can enjoy
sitting in front of the fire with a good
book.
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I've only seen the dawn once or

dawn noun the very early time in the momn- twice in my life; I'm far too lazy to
R, B ing when the sun first rises get up so early!
This weekend Adam’s family is go-
get into something to be able to concentrate on |3 2WaY and hgll ba m‘ Rishousa
BN something by himself. He hopes he’ll finally be
able to get into that big history book
he bought recently.
Whenever | write papers or revise
distract verb to stop somebody concentrat- for exams, | must be alone — oth-
by, HBIEEN ing on something erwise | get distracted by the other
person and | can’t concentrate.
Many firms have far too many meet-
productive e producing a lot, providing a ings; often they do not have a cl.ear
adjective focus and are not very productive
2T large amount of something ;

The company would be. better off if
the staff kept working.

MODEL ANSWERS || & =31l

5] 3% 96 L % A Alice FnDavid 2 % & &,

Interviewer

Interviewer

MBA

What time of year is best for outdoor activities where you live?

| think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or
in the winter, because it depends on what activities you would like to do. The
weather between June and early September provides the best conditions for
rock climbing, hiking, mountain biking or playing sports like tennis and football
because it is warm, sunny and bright. However, if you are into winter activities
like ice-skating, sledging and snowboarding then the depth of winter is the best
time to do them.

What is the best time of day to study?

| think the best time of day to study is in the very early morning, just after
dawn. This is the quietest time of the day, when there is no one else around
and everywhere is completely silent. This means | am able to really get into
what I'm studying and not be distracted by friends or family. It's definitely the
most productive time of day for me, | just find it difficult to get up so early!
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Superlatives | B985 =

iEBARE — T HE % £ Alice FDavidZ an{r] {# FH k.

| think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or in
the winter... The weather between June and early September provides the best
conditions for rock climbing, hiking, mountain biking or playing sports like tennis...
| think the best time of day to study is in the very early morning, just after dawn. This
is the quietest time of the day...It's definitely the most productive time of day for me,
| just find it difficult to get up so early!

et

1 &ER

Notice that Alice and David both use a number of different superlatives in their model
answers. This is also something you should master so that you can answer this type of
question correctly.

Let's review some rules about correctly changing adjectives into superlatives.

Adjectives with one syllable

Adjective Comparative Superlative
hot hotter the hottest
small, smaller the smallest
light lighter the lightest
big bigger the biggest

Adjectives with more than one syliable

Adjective Comparative Superlative
beautiful more beautiful the most beautiful
interesting more interesting the most interesting
exciting more exciting the most exciting
enjoyable more enjoyable the most enjoyable

Remember these exceptions

Adjective Comparative Superlative
good better the best
bad worse the worst

fun more fun the most fun

(595%) BEEREUFR - KRR RABNESIEER, BERNE, R—E2EARE
A= ZIkAs b e,
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Exercise 8.1: Sentence Completion

Complete the following sentences by writing the appropriate comparative or superlative
forms of the adjectives in brackets.

MBA

1.

o

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Prepositions of Time

Winter is probably (bad) time of year to travel to Beijing; there are no
leaves on the trees, the weather is freezing cold and the people are not happy!
Spring is (beautiful) time of year to go to Guilin. It's lovely and warm and

the flowers are all in bloom.
Summer is a (suitable) time of year to visit Harbin than any other seasons.
It's the only time when the weather is not cold, but actually quite warm.

(pleasant) season in which to visit Thailand is most certainly Spring, in
late March and early April.

Winter is (good) time to go skiing in Beijing.

The spring is (fun) time of year to go climbing in the mountains because
it's not too hot and not too cold.

Flying a kite is (enjoyable) thing to do in spring in Shanghai.

The height of summer is (warm) season of the year to go camping.
Beijing is undoubtedly much (hot) than Xi'an in the summer months. It's
almost unbearable. | would advise tourists 1o avoid Beijing at the peak of summer.

BMIES S 2 BTiE /i

LEFR AT BB — T B %5 A= AliceFnDavid iy [51 2 AR 8 F 7 BB LR E] 417,

I think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or in

the winter...The weather between June and early September provides the best
conditions for...

| think the best time of day to study is in the very early morning, just after dawn...

To get a good score you must use prepositions of time correctly.

e “At” is used with festivals, the time of day, and with dawn, noon, night, midnight, dusk.
“The train will arrive at 9 p.m.”
“The streets are always busy at Christmas.”

e “On” is used with a particular day or date.
“I'm often late to work on Mondays.”
“Peter gave Helen a call on Friday.”

e “In” is used with years, seasons, months, and other parts of the day.
“She said she would give you a call in the evening.”
“For me, Australia is far too hot in the summer.”

59

i



Q0 1071924830 +

| smgRnEasBEAR

e “By” is used to show that an activity will be completed or end by a certain time or point
(and no later).
“l usually start to feel tired by 10 p.m.”
“All the leaves on the trees will have fallen by November.”

e “During” is used to talk about something that happens at a certain period of time, and
can be used with parts of the day, seasons and festivals (not a point in time like “noon”).
“The best time to do exercise is during the morning break.”

“Not many people like to visit Xinjiang during the summer months.”

e “Until” is used to talk about something which will continue to happen until a certain
time or particular event occurs.
“The park is a really quiet place’to study until about 5 o’clock, when everybody finishes
work.”
“I like swimming in the sea until late September, after that it gets cold.”

() in 8% the middie of FEATLAE A, F6. B, WMHFMSH. on B
p —/ BB, the weekend s& ¥ H . at /5 Christmas, the weekend, the New
Year &3 the beginning of, during J5TE%—EXHf /& : the month of January, the

weeks, the summer, the spring festival 83 the holidays,

Exercise 8.2: Gap Fill

Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces.

on in at the beginning of during at in the middle of winter

1. The most exciting time to go skiing is when the snow is really thick and
fluffy.

2. The best time of year to climb mountains is certainly Spring when the air
is fresh and cool — not too hot, not too cold.

3. When it is really hot, the summer months, it is a great time to go swimming
in the sea.

4. In Scotland, in March, | like to go walking in the hills. This is the best time for this kind of
sport. It's not fun January or February because of the rain.

5. The time when people give presents the most is certainly Christmas.

6. However, in China, | think most people give gifts or presents people’s
birthdays.
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 Colloquial Expressions for Advantageous Conditions

EOEER 3 X - RIBH LRI
LRI — T %A Allce R ANIRSEA - ATFI

...The weather between June and early September provides the best conditions for
rock climbing, hiking, mountain biking or playing sports...

There are many ways to explain the idea that something is “the best” or “the most
suitable”. We've already looked at superlatives as one way of doing this, but now let's look at
some alternative native speaker expressions for this.

e good / great for
“The cold weather in Harbin is good for making ice sculptures.”
“Evenings at home are great for relaxing and listening to music.”

e ideal for
“Spring in Beijing is ideal for hiking along the Great Wall.”
“The day before a big national holiday is ideal for throwing a party.”

¢ provides the perfect conditions for
“The combination of mountains and lakes near my hometown provides the perfect
conditions for camping in the summer.”
“The karst stones and dry weather of the summer in Yangshuo provide the perfect
conditions for rock climbing and mountain biking.”
&) Exercise 8.3: Matching AT L}ra‘ Q?
Match the sentence halves below. E o K&J AN

Summer is ideal for... Q\“
The snow in Harbin...

Fall is good for...

The mountains and rocks in Guilin...
The weather in Hainan is...

RAE N A

...provide the perfect conditions for rock climbing.
...swimming in the lake near my town.

...ideal for beach volleyball.

...hiking in the hills and looking at the red leaves.

...provides the perfect conditions for skiing and snowboarding.

moowp»

6l
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EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Depend On
#NFEIES & Depend On B F %
A1 B — T2 A Alice & Anf {# Fidepend onix A5y,

| think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or in the
winter, because it depends on what activities you would like to do...

When answering “What's the best time (of year) to do X?” type questions, it would be
easy to say things such as “Winter in Beijing is always relaxing.” or “The morning is the best
time of day to study.” However, such statements are not always true because situations
change according to different circumstances and according to people’s preferences. The
verb phrase “"depends on” helps us qualify what we say.

e “Depend on” can be used by itself.

“The availability of train tickets during the Spring Festival depends on the amount of
people travelling.”
“The best time to do exercise depends on people’s lifestyles.”

e Or “depend on” can be used with gerunds (the -ing form of the verb).
“Finding a good job depends on having good qualifications.”
“Being happy doesn’t necessarily depend on being very rich.”

You should practise using this verb phrase. You will sound more like a native English
speaker and be able to give more accurate answers if you can use it well.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com €N\ l

O
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Formula 2: Why do some people like X?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

“Why do some people like X?” type questions.

FIRAE 5 A TR B S RanfA B & T 5 E B A RIS, Lhan:
¢ Why do some people like cooking?

e Why do some people enjoy reading?

e Why do some people like gardening?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Why do some people like X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Describe why some people enjoy X or 1. Use native words to talk about types
doing X. of people. ("Most teenagers enjoy
e Say which types of people or personality listening to pop music.”)
enjoy it. 2. Use native personality adjectives.
e Explain why it's good for them and (“Creative people tend to enjoy going
why they might like it. to the theatre and art museums.”)
3. Use native activity adjectives. (“Vo-

lunteering at the hospital is very
rewarding.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS | i £iE AL

LEFAN R 5 5] — BB BREATT,

X AR X T Bl B R AR E A L, R R RES A

BOURER AR T T B9 2 R IEH,
Native Speaker Part of
Speech Definition Example Sentence
creative producing or using new and Working in a bank is not very creative —
(N) BEVEAW, adjective effective ideas, results etc you just do the same things again and
BIFTRY again every day.
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Native Speaker
Word

Definition

Example Sentence

express oneself

RizESHEE

conservative

®RFH), TIEM

from scratch
MKFFH/, BFER

satisfying
CAHBK

therapeutic

BITR, BRI

patient
B8

energetic

WAZEEN, AEIN

unwind

W, BAF

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

verb

to use something as a way to
communicate what you think
or feel

not liking changes or new
ideas

to make something from the
beginning without using things
that already exist

making you feel pleased —
usually because you have
achieved something

making you feel relaxed or
happier

describing a person who can
wait or continue doing some-
thing unpleasant without com-
plaining

describing a person who has
a lot of energy or an activity
that requires a lot of energy

to relax after being very busy,
tense or worried

MODEL ANSWERS

()i X BB 22 4E Alice FTDavid 4

EEE,

Why do some people like cooking?
| think people of all ages enjoy cooking, especially creative people. For those

who love to create new things, cooking provides a great way to express

themselves as they can experiment with different dishes and ingredients. Even

quite conservative people like cooking; as everything needs to be created from

64
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I love playing the piano: although | play
the music somebody else wrote, | can
express myself through the piano — so
each time | play it’s different.

Travelling in Asia and Africa is really
not suited for conservative people —
only open-minded people willing to try
and learn new things should go.

| don't like working at this language
school — because it's so new, there
aren’t any lesson plans or teaching
materials. | have to make every lesson
plan from scratch.

Stephanie doesn't think her job is very
satisfying as she doesn't get a chance
to try anything new and she just does
whatever her boss tells her to.

When | want to relax, | never go to a
bar or club — they’re always so noisy
and smelly; going to a bar is not thera-
peutic at all.

| wish my German teacher was more
patient; as soon as | make one little
mistake she gets annoyed with me and
she only explains things once.

To lose weight you should be more
careful what you eat and start doing
some kind of energetic activity like
playing badminton or rugby.

Rachel should take the time to unwind
after work; being so anxious all the
time can't be good for her health.
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scratch, it can be very satisfying to successfully cook a whole meal from start
to finish.
Why do some people like gardening?

Gardening is most popular with middle-aged and elderly people, probably
because gardening is a very therapeutic and relaxing activity. Members of the
older generation are generally more patient and often prefer less energetic
activities — gardening is a good way to unwind whilst making their home more
beautiful.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Types of People | BAIES & 1 AREIZEEPHA
BA1EE— T B %A AliceFNDavid 2 A0 {r{liR & F A B2 BRI AR,

| think people of all ages enjoy cooking, especially creative people...
Gardening is most popular with middle-aged and elderly people, probably because
gardening is a very therapeutic and relaxing activity. Members of the older

generation are generally more patient and often prefer less energetic activities...

Notice that Alice and David do not talk about themselves and whether they like cooking,
but talk about the different types of people in society and say whether they like cooking.

Remind yourself of some useful words to talk about types of people:
e married couples

e single parents

e teenagers

e adolescents

o the elderly

o the older generation

o retired people

e rich people

e poor people

Exercise 9.1: Table Completion

MBA

Complete the table below by writing the following words in the appropriate column. Some
have been done for you.

grandparents retired-peopte married couples
single-parents the elderly office workers
housewives richpeepie white-collar workers
yourgerpeopte teenagers parents

the older generation job seekers the younger generation
wremployed-people people in a relationship the working classes
the upper classes couples peorpeopte
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school kids the middle classes adolescents
property owners single people the homeless

5 el s e St onship Work-Related Groups Social Classes

Generations Groups
younger people parents . retired people poor people
single parents unemployed people rich people

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Personality Adjectives
EAEE R 2 #iR NIRRT A
Bl 1R B — TR B2 e Alice FnDavid A T WIBEE T 4 itk A4t

| think people of all ages enjoy cooking, especially creative people...Even quite
conservative people like cooking...

...Members of the older generation are generally more patient and often prefer less
energetic activities. ..

Notice that Alice and David use different personality adjectives to help them say why
different groups of people enjoy doing X — you should too.

Look at the following useful native personality adjectives:
e energetic

e apathetic

e curious

e studious

e social

o family-oriented

¢ patient

e creative
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Exercise 9.2: Matching

Match the personality adjectives on the left with their definitions on the right.

1. creative A. somebody who is not interested or concerned
2. social about anything

3. energetic B. somebody who studies a lot, even in their free
4. family-oriented time

5. studious C. somebody who is interested in new things and
6. apathetic learning about different ideas and opinions

7. curious D. somebody who is outgoing and enjoys talking

to others a lot and meeting new people

E. somebody who is very active and enjoys doing
physical things

F. somebody who prefers spending time with their
family

G. somebody who enjoys making new things

Exercise 2.3: Gap Fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

family-oriented energetic curious studious apathetic social

1. Heis a very young man — he loves all kinds of sports that involve running
around or doing adventurous outdoor pursuits.

2. Alice is very . She spends a lot of free time going to dinners with friends,
hanging out in the bar near campus and meeting new people.

3. people tend to be quite lazy about life, and like sitting around for long
hours watching soap operas on television and doing things that do not require much
thought or energy.

4. |1 am a very person. | am very intrigued to learn about different cultures
and different opinions. | like to read about world philosophy and religion sometimes.

5. Daisy is very . She spends nearly every weekend visiting her family and
seems to prefer that than going out with friends.

4. He is a very person — he sits in the classroom till the early hours of the

morning just reading and taking notes from his textbooks.

6/
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 Activity Adjectives
BMEE A 3 iR NYEIH R

ik FRARE — T M B 7% 4 Alice FnDavidZ anfalfk A& b,

...For those who love to create new things, cooking provides a great way to express

themselves as they can experiment with different dishes and ingredients...it can be
very satisfying to successfully cook a whole meal from start to finish.

pefilel Gardening is most popular with middle-aged and elderly people, probably because

gardening is a very therapeutic and relaxing activity. Members of the older
generation are generally more patient and often prefer less energetic activities —
gardening is a good way to unwind whilst making their home more beautiful.

Notice that Alice and David talk about the benefits people get from doing cooking and

gardening — this helps them explain why people like to do these activities.

Look at the following useful native speaker activity adjectives and the types of activity

they can be used to describe:

e therapeutic — gardening, cooking, yoga, tfai chi, meditation

e relaxing — gardening, watching TV, listening to the radio, knitting, reading
¢ healthy — going to the gym, doing physical exercise, running

good (for the mind) — crosswords, puzzles, detective stories, studying

informative — the news, blogs, reading books
inspiring — looking at art, watching live music, going to the theatre or cinema
rewarding — doing charity work, studying, raising money for a cause

fun — sports, games, card games, travelling

satisfying — painting, drawing, cooking, gardening

Exercise 9.4: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate words from the choices below to complete the sentences.

MBA
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1.

| think gardening is a very activity. Being outdoors helps people relax and

feel good.

A. inspiring B. therapeutic C. healthy

I think cycling is a very pastime. It's better for you than running.
A. healthy B. good for the mind C. rewarding

. Reading about history from many different sources is very

A. fun B. relaxing C. informative
For me, going to the gym everyday, feeling fitter and looking better all the time is truly

A. satisfying B. healthy C. inspiring
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5. Going to see live music is a really fun and thing to do on weekends.
A. therapeutic B. informative C. inspiring

6. Doing volunteer or charity work is a way to help others.
A. healthy B. rewarding C. fun

7. For many married couples, going to expensive restaurants for a romantic dinner is really

A. healthy B. rewarding C. fun
8. Most people agree that everybody should go to university because studying is
— studying helps broaden our horizons and stretches our brains.
A. good for the mind B. therapeutic C. inspiring

' For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | €\ I

O
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Formula 10: When was the first / last fime you

did X?

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“When was the first / last time you did X?" type questions.
FIRAIE 5 A R E S VRN B2 T HIR R BAY[AIRE, bhan:
e When was the first time you used a computer?

o When was the last time you went on holiday?

o When was the last time visitors came to your house?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “When was the first / last time you did X?” type questions, you
must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say WHEN you first / last did it. ' 1. Use prepositions and adverbs of time

e Say WHY you did it. correctly. (“The last time | went fishing

e Describe what the experience was was about three years ago.” / “The
LIKE. first time | used a computer was in
high school in 1984.”)

2. Have great control of the past simple
to talk about completed events. (|
went on holiday last May.” / “My father
bought me a computer when | was
10.”)

3. Use varied adjectives of experience to
sound more like a native. (“Camping
in the USA was so boring.” / “I thought
acting was so intriguing.”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

EFA RS ] — Lo BB REAND , X ialiC R F B A% 8 Bk A A, L REmae
BhORSR R N ERIE ZTE6].

Native

Speaker Word

intriguing
\3I B, FBH

minority

DR &

trek
WEBY, &SWRIT

scuba dive / diving

&k

reserve

FRIPX

come over
puE3

keep somebody
from doing
something

FEIER AR

go to plan
ichawlbisng

certainly
E S

MBA

Part of
Speech

adjective

noun

verb / noun

noun

adverb

Definition

describing something or some-
one which is very interesting;
perhaps because it is / they are
strange or odd

a group of people in society who
all have the same culture / his-
torical background

to walk a long way, usually in a
natural setting such as in moun-
tains, next to rivers etc

an activity where people swim
deep under the sea using spe-
cial breathing equipment

an area that is protected by the
government for environmental
reasons (Common collocations
are “nature reserve”, “forest re-
serve”, “wildlife reserve”.)

to come this place / area from
another place (often used with
the meaning of “come to my /
our house™)

to prevent, stop somebody from
doing something

the same as “to go according to
plan”; for things to happen in the
way you want or expect

used to show that there is no
doubt about something

Part One £—&4

Example Sentence

| found my trip to Tibet (FA#) intrigu-
ing because the culture was so dif-
ferent to ours; sometimes | felt that
the more | learnt about it the less |
understood it.

The PRC contains 56 different mi-
norities.

Northern Thailand is a great place for
going on mountain treks.

The first time | went scuba diving was
two years ago, it was great to see all
the fish, turtles and shellfish in their
natural environment.

Kenya is famous for its excellent
wildlife reserves, where visitors can
see elephants, zebras, lions and ti-
gers in the wild.

Ever since my boyfriend argued with
my father, he's been unwilling to
come over to our house.

Most teachers know it's almost im-
possible to keep students from be-
having badly and talking in class.

| intended to get to the job interview
really early and spend some time
thinking about the questions | would
be asked. But the interview didn't re-
ally go to plan; | was late and as soon
as | arrived | had to go and have the
interview.

It is certainly a huge responsibility
and certainly expensive for a country
to host the Olympic Games.



00 1071924830 . . .

| smmenEsseyas

MODEL ANSWERS [ & =355
[E)i2 T B 22 4 AlicefnDavid g S 2 & %

When was the last time you went on holiday?
. The last time | went on holiday was about three years ago...in February 2006.

My family and | went to Hainan for two weeks during the Spring Festival.
Hainan is an intriguing place to visit because of the Li and Miao minority
culture in the west of the island — my family and | drove out to the mountains
there, trekked in the Forest Reserve and then learnt how to scuba dive. | really
can’t wait to go back there!

When was the last time visitors came to your house?

The last time visitors came to my house was just last week. It was my wife's
birthday, and so | secretly arranged for a few close friends to come over for
dinner and drinks. Although it was difficult to keep my wife from finding out,
it was quite exciting in a way and certainly a bit of a challenge! In the end,
everything went to plan and we all had a great time — it was definitely a really
enjoyable evening.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Prepositions and Adverbs of Time

EES A 1 AR E &)
BB — FHE B2 Alice FiDavid £ 4oy F - i i T Bl

The last time | went on holiday was about three years ago...in February 2006...
The last time visitors came to my house was just /ast week...

When talking about something that happened in the past, you need to use prepositions
and adverbs of time to say when it happened.

Look at the following prepositions and adverbs of time, and how they are used:
e around (months, occasions, festivals, special days)

“...around Christmas...”

“...around my 10th birthday...”

e last (weeks, weekends, months, years, festivals)
“...Jast weekend...”
“..Jast month...”

¢ in (months, seasons, years)
“...in December...”
“...in 1979..”
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e during {months, seasons, long festivals)
“...during the Spring Festival...”
“...during the spring..."

e on (days, special days)
“...on the 5th of November 2005...”
“...on my parents’ 25th wedding anniversary...”

You should also master using the following useful expressions:
¢ about + time period + ago

“| last played a computer game about two years ago.”

“They visited the Summer Palace about three days ago.”

e the last / first time | + past verb + was...
“The last time | went swimming was a few hours ago.”
“The first time | ate insects was in the summer of 2007.”

Exercise 10.1: Error Correction

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect

MBA

sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided.

1.

2.

The last times | play basketball were when | was at school.

In my 25th birthday | go to a Japanese restaurant with my friends and colleagues.

| think my boyfriend’s parents coming to visit in Tomb Sweeping Day.

My grandmother give me the computer as a present the before Christmas, so it’s still
really new.

| went to Thailand on vacation about two years before.

My parents often go abroad during the summer.

| finally passed my driving test on 1997.
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 The Past Simple | & 71&

Tl BB — T E %4 Alice FnDavid:2 2nfa]{# FH— 1T Y,

The last time | went on holiday was about three years ago...in February 2006. My
family and | went to Hainan for two weeks during the Spring Festival...my family and
| drove out to the mountains there, frekked in the Forest Reserve and then learnt
how to scuba dive...

The last time visitors came to my house was just last week. It was my wife’s birthday,
and so | secretly arranged for a few close friends to come over for dinner and drinks.
Although it was difficult to keep my wife from finding out, it was quite exciting in a
way and certainly a bit of a challenge! In the end, everything went to plan and we all
had a great time — it was definitely a really enjoyable evening.

ANBLLA— Bt KRB E B, 1R FTE KA A2 A4 A R b 18] S AT
BEIRMm R,

A |ot of students, especially when they are nervous in speaking tests, forget to get their
past tenses right, especially for irregular verbs. The only way to get it right is to practise.

Look at the table below to remind yourself of the past tense form of some commonly
used irregular verbs:

Base Form Past Tense Form Base Form Past Tense Form
come came do did
drink drank eat ate
get got give gave
go went read read

Test yourself by completing the following exercise. You can find the correct answers in
the Answer Key section — but don't look until you have completed the table!
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Exercise 10.2: Table Completion
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Complete the table below with the correct forms of the verbs shown.

Base Form

are
become
begin
break
bring
build
buy
catch
choose
come
cut
do
draw
drink
drive
eat
fal
feed
find
fly
forget
get
give
go
have
hear
hide
hit
is

keep

MBA

Past Tense Form

Base Form Past Tense Form
know
lay
leave
let
lose
make
mean
meet
pay
put
read
ride
run
say
see
sell
send
sleep
stand
swim
take
teach
tell
think
try
understand
wake
wear
welcome

write
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 Adjectives of Experience
BAEE R 3 ERALHREEN
BA1RFE — T REZAAlceTDavid i TWRLER 2 ik B A,

...Hainan is an intriguing place to visit because of the Li and Miao minority culture in
the west of the island...

...Although it was difficult to keep my wife from finding out, it was quite exciting in a
way and certainly a bit of a challenge! In the end, everything went to plan and we all
had a great time — it was definitely a really enjoyable evening.

After saying when you last did X, and using prepositions and past simple verbs correctly,
you should add a few details to describe what the activity was like.

Here are some useful adjectives of experience:
e difficult, challenging — for things you learned to do that were not easy but you enjoyed
learning

e exciting, thrilling, exhilarating, stimulating, enjoyabie — for things that you really
enjoyed and that were a lot of fun as well as being interesting

o fascinating, intriguing, surprising — for things or experiences that were new and you
felt very curious about them before / while doing them

e depressing, upsetting, unpleasant — for things that happened that made you feel sad,
very uncomfortable

e embarrassing, humiliating — for things that made you feel very uncomfortable because
other people were watching or because you felt silly

e irritating, annoying, frustrating — for things that you did not enjoy because you thought
they were stupid, a waste of time or far too difficult

Look at some examples of these words in context:

“The party | attended was really exciting. | am not used to going to parties with people
from lots of different countries, so it was fascinating to see how everyone behaved. It was
surprising to see so many people having different conversations at the same time!”

“The last time | went on holiday was really depressing, if | am honest. It rained the whole
time and my mother got sick. It was upsetting and frustrating because | don’t have much time
off work and rarely get holidays.”

“l used a computer for the first time when | was in middle school. | found it really
embarrassing because my classmates all knew how to use one but | didn't!”

Notice that Alice and David don't just say simple sentences such as “| found it fun.” In the
above examples the candidates use adjectives of experience to describe their experiences in
a more interesting way and explain why the experience felt like that.
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Exercise 10.3: Gap Fill
Write the words below in the correct spaces.
annoying intriguing stimulating enjoyable

MBA

thrilling exhilarating frustrating

. The last time | went to the cinema was about three months ago. My friend and | were

really excited about watching the new Zhang Yimou movie but in the end it was really
because we had to queue up for a long time to buy the tickets and the film
wasn't that great anyway.

. The first time | visited an art gallery was in 2005. My family all went together, and whilst

my parents were not impressed with modern art, for me it was because it
was all so new, and it made me consider things | had never really thought deeply about
before.

| last had visitors to my home just a few days ago. They were my and my husband’s
university classmates, and it was great because their conversation is so

and their company is really . We talk about everything and anything and
we always have so much fun.

. The first time | used a computer was on my 12th birthday, when my uncle gave me a

laptop as a present. It was so to be able to use this brand-new technology
to surf the Web, play computer games and chat to my friends!

. The last time | went to a party was last week. There were lots of foreigners there who |

didn’'t know. Although the atmosphere of meeting lots of new people was ,
it was really quite because | felt that | couldn’t express myself in English
very well.

: For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | &\ '
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