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should be careful because these sports can be dangerous if you don't know
what you are doing. In fact, now | think about it, for kids and elderly people |
think these sports are unsuitable. However, for fit and healthy people these
sports can be exhilarating and invigorating.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Appropriateness Expressions

BAES R WARE - ZRZE

EFA R F— T HE % A AlicefNDavid & anfrgeik - B 18 HHY,

| believe that computer games are inappropriate for very young children. ..
pleVilel | think that most outdoor sports are suitable for everyone...for kids and elderly
people | think these sports are unsuitable. ..

Native speakers will often use the following adjectives when talking about the
appropriateness of an activity:

e suitable for / unsuitable for

e suited to / unsuited to

e appropriate for / inappropriate for

e advisable to / for / inadvisable to / for

You should talk about the appropriateness of the activity in question by combining the
above adjectives with the following appropriateness expressions:
e activity is + suitable / unsuitable for + groups of people
“Vigorous sports are usually unsuitable for elderly people.”

e it is + suitable / unsuitable for + groups of people + to verb
“It is suitable for young people to marry before the age of 25.”

e activity is unsuited / suited to + groups of people
“Tai chi is particularly suited to retired and elderly citizens.”

o activity is appropriate / inappropriate for + groups of people
“Riding motorbikes is inappropriate for very young children.”

e it is + appropriate / inappropriate for + groups of people + to verb
“It is inappropriate for very young children to ride motorbikes.”

e activity is advisable / inadvisable for + groups of people
“Doing yoga is advisable for people with back problems.”

e itis + advisable / inadvisable that + groups of people + verb
“It's advisable that people with back problems do yoga.”
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Formula 11: Did you ever learn to do X?

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for
“Did you ever learn to do X?” type questions.

FIRAIE S AR R R FFIRZERAE, .
¢ Did you learn how to ride a bike when you were a child?
e Did you learn to play a musical instrument in school?

¢ Did you learn how to swim when you were young?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Did you ever learn to do X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order

Say if you did learn to do X and when
you |learned to do it.

Say who taught you to do X.

Say what their personality was like as
a teacher.

Language Steps

1. Use past tenses accurately with times
in life words and phrases. (‘| bought a
flute when | was in University.” | “My
parents gave me a computer for my
11th birthday.”)

2. Say who taught you with the

preposition “by”. (“| was taught by my
grandmother.” |/ “| was introduced to
the guitar by my friend Stephen.”)

3. Use non-defining relative clauses and

adjectives of personality to describe
the person who taught you. (“...he
was a patient and kind teacher.” / “Miss
Clark, who taught me Maths, was a
strict teacher!”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS
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Part of

Native Speaker

Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
encouragin making you feel more confident My friend, Bert, was really en-
%Aﬁéﬂ‘ﬂg adjective or hopeful about something couraging when | was worried

about my exams.

strict being quite controlling and mak- My teacher, Mr. Hill, was a strict

[rav adjective ing sure someone does what man, but quite fair.

they should do
determined wanting to do something very Mike was determined to climb
R B adjective much and not letting any difficul- to the peak of the mountain. He
' ties stop you never gave up trying.

helping someone do something | found it hard to learn Japanese
supportive by giving them support and ad- at first, but my tutor was remark-

;‘;@m adjective vice ably supportive, always encour-

aging me and praising me when-
ever | spoke well.
describing people who are semi- Some of the sports teachers
semi-orofessional professional and who are paid for in my school were also semi-
p adjective an activity which they take part in professional athletes.

HERME, FEAR

get to grips with
£, A

learn by trial and error
ERERE, THER
G

MODEL ANSWERS

but which they do not do all the
time

to learn the basics of something

to learn something by yourself,

making mistakes and learning
from them

&5l

()32 4 B 2 AR Alice fnDavid iy & 2 & &,

Did you ever learn to ride a bike as a child?
Yes, | did! Hmmm...Let me think. It was d'uring the Spring Festival. My parents
bought me a really wonderful new bike. | was taught to ride by my uncle, who
was incredibly encouraging but quite strict because he was determined to

teach me to ride before the end of the holiday.
Did you learn to swim when you were in school?
| did not learn to swim at school because my school did not have any
swimming classes, but | learned to swim for a few months one summer when

MBA

| found the guitar a little hard at
first, but with patience and prac-
tice | got to grips with it.

Jimi Hendrix did not have a gui-
tar teacher. He taught himself,
and learned by trial and error.
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my parents took me to classes at the local swimming pool. | went every other
day with a small group of friends. We were taught by a really friendly and
supportive man, who was a semi-professional swimmer.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Past Tenses & Times in Life Phrases
ENIEE A 1 FEREMAEARERERNRIE

A 1B — T 18 5% A4 Alice fnDavid 2 #nfa] (g F it Fxit 25 LA K Anfal F TE B Hi R A A B R[]
B A

Yes, | did!...It was during the Spring Festival. My parents bought me a really
wonderful new bike...

pIeNle) / did not learn to swim at school because my school did not have any swimming
classes, but | learned to swim for a few months one summer when my parents took
me to classes at the local swimming pool. | went every other day with a small group
of friends...

David and Alice use past tenses accurately. The past simple can be used here in two
different ways:
e Using the past simple to talk about something that is finished and in the past:
“l learned to swim...”
“l did not learn to swim, because...”

e Using the past simple to talk about habitual actions in the past:
“I went every other day...”
“I practised playing the guitar three evenings a week...”

It's important to tell the examiner when you did or did not learn to do X using the
following times in life phrases:
e when | was + age
“When | was 10 years old my grandfather showed me how to make...”

e on my + birthday
“On my 8th birthday | found out how to...”
e during + holiday
“During the Spring Festival holiday my father taught me to...”

e about + number + years ago
“About two years ago | learned how to play...”

e one day
“One cold, wet day in December my sister taught me that...”
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And for habitual actions remember these adverbs of frequency:
e every day / every other day / every week / every month
“I went to the swimming pool every other day until | could swim.”

e about twice a week / month
“l had classes with my trumpet teacher about twice a week.”

o occasionally / from time to time / sometimes / quite often / frequently
“From time to time my aunt would teach me a little Spanish.”

Exercise 11.1: Sentence Completion & Matching

Complete the sentences 1-5 below by writing the correct forms of the verbs in brackets in the
spaces, then match them to the appropriate halves A-E.

1. 1first (start) learning to play the piano when | was 10 years old...

2. 1did not learn to drive, but my older brother did. He first (drive) a car when
he was about 16 years old, around my uncle’s farm yard...

3.1 (get to grips) with using the Internet quite quickly. Nobody taught me,
though...

4. On my 16th birthday my father gave me a water colour painting set and my grandfather,
who could paint quite well (teach) me to paint small birds...

5. When | was a child | (go) atq\ wrmmmg Iggsons twice a week during the

. g L,' -
summer holidays... FAS Y2

L |
N2 ~
<G

A. ...Now, | go to the local pool in my city on a regular basis.

B. ...Ilearned by trial and error.

C. ...My parents wouldn't let me try because they said | was too young. I've never had an
opportunity since, which is a shame!

D. ...l played it every day for a couple of hours, through 2nd and 3rd grade.

E. ...He had quite a talent for artistic things. He used to practise calligraphy in the local park
several times a week.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Saying Who Taught You
BAEES A 2 i ERIRE
BB — T HB % A AliceFIDavidAn{iT i & H b ML,

...l was taught to ride by my uncle...
...We were taught by...a semi-professional swimmer

Notice how Alice and David use the simple structure | was taught (to activity) by + the
person who taught them and some information about them. This is a simple language step,
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but it's important you get it right.

Look at these other examples:
¢ | was taught (to activity) by + the person
“I was taught to knit by my auntie...”
“I was taught to ride a motorbike by my uncle’s friend...”
“I was taught to cook by my grandmother...”
“| was taught to write by my father...”
“I was taught to play football by an elder boy who lived in my street...”

You can also use | learned (how to do) it from + person, to say who taught you:
e | learned (how to do) it from + person
“I learned (how) to play the violin from Mr. Chevins, my teacher.”
“I learned (how) to sprint from my best friend, Ben Johnson.”
“l can use spreadsheets well. | learned (how) to use them from my dad.”
“I love to make short films with a video camera. / learned (how) to use it from my
friend, Yorick.”

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Non-Defining Relative Clauses and Adjectives of
Personality

miES A 3 ERHIEEIE N AR AN ER A E

B, BARFB— THRE % AEAliceFnDavid & anfal 8 A EBR il 1 & 15 MY,

...I was taught to ride by my uncle, who was incredibly encouraging but quite strict. ..
...We were taught by a really friendly and supportive man, who was a semi-
professional swimmer.

Notice how after naming the person who taught them, Alice and David go on to say what
their personality was like.

Look at the following useful adjectives of personality:
e caring

e supportive

e encouraging

e kind

e understanding

o talented

e firm

e patient / impatient
e strict

e aggressive
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These adjectives of personality can also be combined with non-defining relative clause.
A non-defining relative clause provides extra information about the person you are talking
about, and takes the form who + extra information (for more about relative clauses, see Part
Two, Person Monologue Stage 1).

There are two ways to use non-defining relative clauses:
o part of sentence, non-defining relative clause, part of sentence
“My mother, who was a fantastic cook, taught me how to make bread.”

e sentence, non-defining relative clause
“l was taught to make bread by my mother, who was a fantastic cook.”

Look at these other examples of sentences combining adjectives of personality and non-
defining relative clauses:

“l was taught by my brother, who was very impatient.”

“I was taught by a neighbour, who was particularly kind and understanding.”

“When | was young, my friend Daniel, who was firm but fair, taught me how to play
tennis.”

“l learned to play cricket from my Mr. Philips, who was quite an aggressive and quick-
tempered teacher.”

Exercise 11.2: Error Correction & Matching

Each of the sentences 1-5 has one mistake. ldentify and correct the mistakes, then match
the sentences to their counterparts A-E.

1. Illearned English by two really good teachers in middle school...

2. llearned to use spreadsheets from trial and error. | was not taught by anyone...

3. | was learned how to sing by a friend of my mother,...

4. | first learn to write characters by my father,...

5. | taught how to do Web design by using an online tutorial and going through each section
every day on my own...

A. ...who was a friendly, creative woman.
B. ...l got to grips with them pretty fast, because I'm quite good at anything related to
mathematics.

O

...They were both very patient and kind.

o

...who was an excellent calligrapher and an understanding, encouraging teacher.
E. Ittook a while to get the hang of, but it was an interesting way to learn.
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EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Phrases to Express Freedom & Constraints
N FEIES R RIEEHMRE Y
RAVRE—F TEADR, 25— Tl ABCEFE B BRI,

It's good to use expressions to say why you did or did not learn to do things in your life.
Look at these examples and think how you could use such phrases yourself:

o | was lucky because my parents gave me the chance to + activity.

o | was very fortunate that | had the opportunity to + activity.

¢ It's a shame | did not have enough time to + activity.
It's unfortunate | could not do + activity, because my parents couldn’t afford it.
| wish | had had more ambition and patience when | was younger, then | might have
learned to do + activity.

85
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Formula 12: How has X changed?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

“How has X changed?” type questions.

AR E 53 A OB PR an (el [ & T 2[R 2L R R, bhan

e How have shops changed in your city in the last five years?

e« How has your hometown changed in recent years?

e How have restaurants in your country changed since you were young?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “How has X changed?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps
e Say whether X has changed or not. 1. Use the present perfect tense. (“Since
* Compare what X was like in past and | was young my town has changed in a

2. Control other simple tenses like past
and present. (“My town was small. Now
it /s quite big.” / “The streets used to be
quiet. Now they are very noisy.”)

3. Use comparative adjectives. (“The
streets are wider and the traffic is
heavier than before.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS || #i&&iE17iC

LEFRATREE 2 — OB BN D, XEEIRTX T RIZ RS UMAEAEE A, A H
B PREL AR T A9 B I8

R

describing buildings which are low, My town is fairly small and old. There

low-rise diecti usually just one or two stories aren’t any skyscrapers or high-rise

B\, REX adjective buildings; all the buildings are low-
rise houses and apartments.
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Native Speaker| Part of L
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
narrow having a small distance from one The street was so narrow that Amold
®AE adjective side to the other, especially in com- could not drive his big lorry down it.
parison with the length :
replace to take the place of something, or They’'ve taken down the old stone
w ﬁ‘.p i verb to put something or someone in the bridge and replaced it with a stronger
! place of something or someone else iron bridge.
facilities the buildings and equipments provid- There are lots of sports, shopping
@ noun ed at a certain place for a particular and medical facilities in my neigh-
purpose bourhood.
eate a small place where one can sit and There are a lot of cheap eateries
N ryﬁ,,,u, noun eat, usually a more simple place near the drum tower, with excellent
P BE than a restaurant local food.
elegant attractive and stylish The restaurant they chose for the
R 9 W adjective wedding was so elegant — the style
' and decoration was so wonderful!
impersonal lacking in local warmth or individuality Big expensive hotels are often quite
A adjective cold impersonal compared to small
R, BUM

family-run guest houses.

MODEL ANSWERS

)13 HE BB 2% A AliceFiDavid B % & % .

INEaav-® How has your hometown changed in recent years?

am

Interviewer |
(David

86
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I'm from Beijing and it has certainly changed a lot in recent years. Not so long
ago there were lots more low-rise buildings and narrow hutong streets; now
the local government has replaced them with tall apartment buildings with
better facilities and modern shopping centres. The streets are now much wider
than before. They have also put a lot more parks in the city and have planted
thousands of trees in the streets, so the city is more beautiful.

How have restaurants changed in your country since you were a child?

That's a good question. Restaurants and eateries have changed a great deal
since | was young. When | was a kid nearly all restaurants in our city were
cheap and quite simple. Now, however, a wide range of Chinese and many
international restaurants line every street. These are a lot cleaner and more
elegant than the small eateries, but sadly are more impersonal and much more
expensive!



Q

MBA

1071924830 +

LANGUAGE STEP 1 The Present Perfect

HATRE TR % A AliceFIDavid & 4n it FIBLTE 52 St .

I'm from Beijing and it has certainly changed a lot in recent years. Not so long ago
there were lots more low-rise buildings and narrow hutong streets; now the local
government has replaced them with tall apartment buildings... They have also put a
lot more parks in the city and have planted thousands of trees. ..

blevie] ...Restaurants and eateries have changed a great deal since | was young...

Notice that Alice and David use the present perfect accurately to talk about changes that
have happened.

Remember that the structure of the present perfect is:

e have + past participle
“She has invested lots of money in a KTV bar.”
“The government has spent lots of money on public transport recently.”
“The traffic situation has become a lot worse in the last few years.”

Exercise 12.1; Sentence Completion
Complete the sentences below by writing the present perfect forms of the verbs in brackets.

1. In recent years people (cut) down a lot of trees in the Brazilian jungle.

2. Cleaner streets, nicer buildings and better transport (bring) a lot of tourists
to this city in the past couple of years.

3. This week the authorities (fight) to restore law and order to the city, with
great success.

4. My university campus (undergo) a lot of changes in the past few years.

5. My parents (spend) a considerable amount of money fitting a new kitchen
and bathroom in our home.

6. Inrecent years, fashion (become) much more interesting and stylish.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 The Past Simple & Present Simple
BAES R 2 — ISR — R ER
LEFRAT 1B — T HEE 25 4k AliceFnDavid A #i{a] { FBL7E At Fsct F3it i .

...Not so long ago there were lots more low-rise buildings and narrow hutong
streets...The streets are now much wider than before...the city is more beautiful.

...Restaurants and eateries have changed a great deal since | was young. When |
was a kid nearly all restaurants in our city were cheap...Now, however, a wide range
of Chinese and many international restaurants line every street. These are a lot
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cleaner and more elegant than the small eateries...

Alice and David use past simple and present simple accurately to talk about changes.
This may seem like a very simple language point, but many students get a low score on the
test for making basic mistakes with these tenses.

Look at some example sentences that use these tenses to talk about change:

“My town was small; now it js quite big.”

“The streets used to be very quiet; now they are noisy.”

“The shops sold poor quality clothes; now they sell the latest designer fashions.”

“Before, many people afe at small eateries or night markets, but now people choose
more expensive restaurants.”

Exercise 12.2: Sentence Completion
Complete the sentences below by writing the correct forms of the verbs (in the present
simple or past simple) in brackets.

1. When | was a child everyone in my area of town had to shower in communal bathrooms

in the street. Now, however, most people (be) wealthy enough to have
their own, modern bathrooms.

2. Before, many people (go) to small shops or markets to buy groceries. In
recent years, big supermarkets have become very popular.

3. In the past the suburbs (not look) very attractive. Now, because the
government has planted lots of trees and plants, the area (look) very
pleasant.

4. In the past it (cost) a lot of money to buy aeroplane tickets, but recently

prices have gone down and air travel is more accessible to everyone.
5. Many years ago music was very different compared to now. In the past people
(play) traditional instruments and (enjoy) singing together
in parks and gardens.

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Comparative Adjectives
BAEE R 3 BRARNILRS
HAVEF — T HEB % A Alice FiDavid & Anfif f# F T 28 IR LR 2R 1

...now the local government has replaced them with tall apartment buildings with
better facilities...The streets are now much wider than before. They have also put a
lot more parks in the city and have planted thousands of trees in the streets, so the
city is more beautiful.
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...These [the modern restaurants] are a lot cleaner and more elegant than the small
eateries, but sadly more impersonal and much more expensive!

Notice how Alice and David use a lot of comparatives to explain how their cities have
changed and to express whether those changes are good or bad.

This is a very important part of your answer, so now let’s review comparatives.

Comparative adjectives

We add an “-er” on the end of the adjective, or we add “more” before the adjective.
To form the comparative of an adjective, you should:

e Add “-er” if the adjective is one syllable long.

e Add “-ier” if the adjective is more than one syllable and ends in -y.

e Add “more” before the adjective if it is two or more syllables long.

Look at the table to refresh your memory.

Short Adjectives -y Adjectives Long Adjectives
Adjective = Comparative Adjective Comparative  Adjective Comparative
Form Form Form
cheap cheaper easy easier expensive more expensive
large larger heavy heavier comfortable  more comfortable
fast faster pretty prettier fashionable  more fashionable
slow slower ugly uglier useful more useful

Comparative structure

In comparing the past to the present it is also useful to remember this structure:
e X is + comparative adjective + than + time in the past

“My city is prettier than it was ten years ago.”

“The university library is much better stocked now than it was before.”

“The city is a lot greener than it was when | was a child.”

Exercise 12.3: Gap Fill

MBA

Write the correct adjectives in the correct comparative adjective forms to complete the sentences.

fashionable fast cheap expensive good wide

1. The food is so much and much

than here in the capital — |
really don't like the expensive food here.

89



Q0 1071924830 + ¥

MBA

| smmeoEssssast

2.
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Since they built the high speed train | can travel home to see my parents on weekends
very easily. It's about five times than the older train.

People are, in general, a lot today than they were years ago. | think it's
because they have more money and enjoy buying nice clothes.

The downside of all this development is that the gap between the rich and the poor is
getting much .

As a result of all this rapid, sudden growth, food is considerably than it
was five years ago.

- For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com £\ l
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Formula 13: How would you improve X?

AIMS | =3 BHR
In this lesson you’'ll master the Formula for
“How would you improve X?" type questions.
AR 4 A R B franfe | & T HIR 2L 20 A B, b
e How would you improve your apartment?
e How would you change the place where you study to make it better?
e If you could, how would you improve your university / workplace?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “How would you improve X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Identify problems with X. 1. Use changing X phrases to talk about

MBA

e Talk about what you would do to solve

them / make them better.
Say what the positive results of these
changes would be.

changes you would like to make.
(“l would improve my apartment by
buying new furniture.” / I suggest
that they make it better by employing
more cleaners.”)

. Use the “would have something done”

passive to talk about things you'd get
professionals / other people to do for
you to improve X. (‘I would have the
walls painted a new colour.”)

. Use comparatives of convenience to

speculate about how these changes
would make X better. (“Having a bigger
bed would be more comfortable.”)




Q0 1071924830

| smmroEasoHLR

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS | Zi& &1L

LEFA R 2] — ST IR BHE AL, X LRI T R A ZE R EAET A R, H HAEnH
BhURER A T T Y & 701

Native Speaker

Word

crowded

piiiEride)

stuff
il

keep track of

THE; iE®, B

messy

ALY

cramped

HIFHY, REH

cosy
REEFERN

get rid of
B, P

scruffy
AEFH, Bty

run down

FFR, FRE

up-keep
Y

caretaker

BEE, BFR

modernise

fEmAAL

Qo2
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Part of
Speech

adjective

noun

adjective

adjective

adjective

adjective

verb

noun

verb

Definition

having a lot of people or
things

colloquial expression for
“things”

to keep an eye on, to
keep informed about, to
not iose something

untidy, badly organised
or unpresentable

describing a place where
there is too little space,
and too many things oc-
cupying that space, very
crowded

comfortable and pleas-
ant, often warm

to throw something out,
or give something away
that you don’t want any-
more

untidy, messy, unkempt,
unpresentable

in bad condition because
no one has spent money
on repairs

to look after, to keep in
good condition, to main-
tain

a person whose job is to
care for and maintain a
building, usually a school
or other large building

to update, to make more
modern

Example Sentence

| hate travelling to work by subway in the
morning — it's always far too crowded!

There’s too much stuff in my house. | need to
have a big tidy up soon.

| must keep track of my things better. | nearly
always lose things because | am not orga-
nised enough.

His bedroom is messy, his hair is messy and
his clothes are scruffy. He should care more
about his appearance. .

Our dormitory has six people in such a small
place. It is so cramped nobody has any per-
sonal space.

He has a comfortable sofa and some attrac-
tive wall paintings. His flat is very cosy.

| finally got rid of the old, ugly couch. | gave it
to Caroline.

| don't like people who wear scruffy clothes
and have scruffy hair — people should take
care of their appearance and how it affects
others.

The zoo is really run down. It looks like no-
body has not looked after the buildings for
years and years.

Recently the authorities have spent quite a lot
of money on up-keeping old buildings.

The caretaker at my school didn’t like me and
my friends because we would always make
a mess in the classrooms and draw on the
walls of the toilet.

They are modernising the entire city centre —
building new buildings and improving the
roads.
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5] i B 2% 4 AliceFnDavid Ay 2 % & 22,

Inferviewer

How would you improve your apartment?

To start with, the place I'm living in now is quite small and crowded. | have too

Interviewer

much stuff, and it makes it hard to keep track of things, and makes everything
look messy and very cramped. There’s also very little light in my flat. So, firstly,
| would make more space by getting rid of some of my things. Then, | would
have the windows made bigger and lighter curtains made and fitted. Then my
flat would be much cosier.

How would you improve your university to make it better?

My university campus is quite scruffy and run-down. | suggest the
authorities improve it by spending more money on up-keeping the grounds
and modernising the classrooms. If | were in authority | would have new
classrooms built, | would have the sports facilities repaired, and | would
hire more caretakers. Having a more modern campus would make life more
pleasant for us, and the place more appealing to visitors.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Changing X Phrases

BAES A 1 IR XE R

A 138 B — T e B I A4 Alice FnDavid 2 A3 ik Xt 3k B 5 ke A5 1,

To start with, the place I'm living in now is quite small and crowded...So, firstly, |
would make more space by getting rid of some of my things...

Bleviied My university campus is quite scruffy and run-down. | suggest the authorities
improve it by spending more money on up-keeping the grounds and modernising the

classrooms...

Notice how both Alice and David start by identifying the problem, then go on to use the
structure improve X by + verb-ing to talk about changes they would make or they suggest
others should make.

For changes you would make

e | would improve X by + verb-ing
“I would improve my bedroom by putting posters on the walls.”
“l would make my living room cosier by buying a new sofa.”
“I would improve my flat by getting a new wardrobe.”

For changes you suggest others make
e suggest someone improve X by + verb-ing

@3
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“| suggest the government improve the air quality by restricting the amount of cars in
the city.”
“l suggest the school authorities improve security by building a wall around the

playground.”
“l suggest they make the city more attractive by planting more trees and flowerbeds.”

5
Exercise 13.1: Matching

Match the sentence halves.

1. 1 would improve my area of my office A. ...building a few more subway lines.
by... B. ...suggesting they vary the menu more.
2. | suggest that they make classrooms C. ...investing in a more comfortable
more comfortable for students by... couch and redecorating it.
3. 1 would make my flat more cosy by... D. ...cleaning up some of the mess and
4. | suggest they improve the public being more organised.
transport system by... E. ...fitting new modern desks and
5. 1 would make our canteen better by... installing new heaters.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 The “Would Have Something Done” Passive
BNEER 2IEANMEE
Hl 1 B — T I B % A Alice FIDavid 2 anfafiik i AL 3,

... would have the windows made bigger and lighter curtains made and fitted...
...If I were in authority | would have new classroom built, | would have the sports

facilities repaired...

Notice how Alice and David use the would have + something + past participle to talk
about what they would get others to do.

First look at the difference between the active (what you would do) and the passive (what
you would get others to do):

“I would make the windows bigger.” = “| would do it myself.”

“I would have the windows made bigger.” = “| would get someone else to come and do it

for me.”

Look at these further examples of the passive:
e would have + something + past participle
“I would have a new kitchen installed.”
“I would have the walls painted different colours.”
“I would have my motorbike fixed.”
“| would have a brand-new bath fitted.”

o4
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Exercise 13.2: Error Correction

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect
sentences and write the correct sentences following the rules above.

1. To make my daily routine a bit more interesting, | would do some kind of sporting activity
in the evenings.

2. To make my living room more homely, | put a bookshelf in the corner and some plants.

3. To make the kitchen better | would get rid of the old units and have a totally new, modern
kitchen install.

4. To make my house look more cheerful | paint the walls of my living room a brighter colour.

5. To let more light in my house and create more space, | has the balcony extended.

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Comparatives of Convenience
BB A 3 AEBRRHARER &
Bl DR B A Alice FnDavid & 4nfif i FA FL ek RO,

...Then my flat would be much cosier.
...Having a more modern campus would make life more pleasant for us, and the
place more appealing to visitors.

To say how the changes you propose would make life better, you should use the
following structures:
e ...then X would be + comparative
“...then my university campus would be warmer.”
“...then my dorm would be more attractive.”
“...then life would be more convenient.”
“...then my living room would be more comfortable.”

e having X/ having X done + would make (something / place) + comparative
“Having a carpet fitted would make my room more beautiful and warmer.”
“Putting up a few pictures on the wall would make my dorm more attractive.’
“Installing a new kitchen would make life more convenient for me.”

“Buying a new sofa would make my living room much more comfortable.”

05
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Exercise 13.3: Gap Fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

cosier easier hanging having
installing would make powerful warmer

a new heater would make my room considerably .
up some pictures and tidying up a bit would make our flat much

. Getting a larger memory for my computer it more and

faster.

. We should spend more money on urban planning. Then my city would be much

to get around.
a car would make those picturesque countryside towns in the mountains

much more accessible.

. For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com A I
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Formula 14: How important is X?

In this lesson you’'ll master the Formula for

“How important is X?” type questions.

KiFHIE s ARG E S IR EIZ TR AR, Hhin.
e How important is art in life?

o How important is music for people in your country?

e How important is physical exercise?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “How important is X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say whether X is important or not. 1. Use words and expressions to express
e Say HOW important X is. degree of importance. (“Music is
e Say WHY it is important or unimportant. especially important in today’s society,

but I don't think art is very important.”)

2. Use positive adjective expressions.
(“It is essential for all children to learn
to draw.” / “It is very beneficial to do
exercise.”)

3. Use adjectives of positive and negative
feeling to describe feelings about art
and culture. (“I find art and music really
inspiring and stimulating.”)

Q7
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LRI X — B ERNE L, XTI T RIZ LW REIER G, H SR
BhURER AR T m AV E Z2 7861

Speaker Word| Speech

Definition

Example Sentence

sculpture

B2, R

architecture

f2222)

eam

R, B

inspire

W, AR

reflect on

noun

noun

verb

verb

e, FHER

contemporary

EAR: b

adjective

MODEL ANSWERS

155 B % A= Alice FNDavidiI 2 % K &,

How important is art in life?
| think art is exceedingly important in life, especially today. People spend most
of their lives worrying about working, studying or earning money — and it is
easy to forget the value of art — paintings, sculptures and even contemporary
architecture. People need to see beauty in their lives...art is really fascinating
and can inspire us to think more deeply and reflect on life.
How important is music for people in your country?
Well, it really depends on the types of people you are talking about. In general,
music is especially important for young people, in particular, university
students from big cities. Personally, | believe that some types of music are
good for helping people calm down and relax, and other types are excellent
for energising people. Going to live concerts, for example, can be a really

08

a three-dimensional work of
art — usually a statue or a
figure

the character or design
style of a building

to obtain money, payment
for working

to fill someone with excite-
ment, and be interested in
something

to think about deeply orin a

deeper way than usual

coming from the present
day, not the past

e

stimulating experience.

| like modern sculptures. Though they are some-
times slightly strange and it is hard to see what
they represent, | find looking at three-dimensional
shapes interesting.

| fove 18th century architecture. In fact, | love
most old building styles — they look so elegant.

John earns a lot of money. He has three jobs
and simply doesn’t stop working.

| am really inspired by all types of art — art
makes me think about life, philosophy and beau-
ty in a passionate way.

When | visit museums and see all the ancient
collections | start to reflect on the importance of
history in life.

Zhang Yimou is a contemporary movie director
with a unique style.
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Expressing Degree of Importance
BNEER | REAAEENEEMN
Bl B — T H B % f AliceRDavid A fiTHisk TR I R B B HEAD

| think art is exceedingly important in life. ..
Well, it really depends on the types of people you are talking about. In general,
music is especially important for young people...

Rather than saying “art is important”, Alice and David use different adverbs of degree to say
how important art is. Look at the following ways to express different degrees of importance:

Moderately important

“Art is fairly important in life...”
“To some extent art is important...”
“Art is important to a point, but...”

Very important
“Mathematics is considerably important...”
“Learning to swim is incredibly important...”
“Eating fresh fruit and vegetables is very important...”
“I think that art is very important in life...”
“| don't think art is particularly important for young people...”
“Artis especially / particularly important in today's society..."

Note: With “especially important” and “particularly important” we can use “for” or “in” in
the following ways:

o for + groups / types of people
“Art is especially important for children.”

e in + society / place / country
“A good education is terribly important in modern society.”

Unimportant
“Following fashion is not important at all.”
“Having a camera on mobile phone is completely unimportant.”

,\(%\55 AT 7T LL UL completely important 33 absolutely important, 7 #iE
Y 4 completely REEFIRIEA®A & EF XHIRLE, than:

“Itis completely ridiculous!”
“I think art is completely unimportant!”
“He is completely mad!”

%%
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Exercise 14.1: Gap Fil

MBA

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

fairly to some extent incredibly completely especially
1. Physical exercise is important for everyone, but it is important for
older people. If they don’t exercise, their bodies will become more and more rigid and
unhealthy.
2. | think it depends. Art is important in life , but | think there are many more

things that are much more important — like earning money and having a stable life.

3. 1 don't think art is important at all. Art is quite useless and is a luxury, not a need. All forms
of art, in my opinion, are unimportant in life.

4. Especially for young children, | think art is important. It can help them
learn about the world around them. and help them learn about colours and shapes —
these are vital for children’s development.

5. | think there are many things in life that are more important than art, but | think art is

important in making the world we live in more beautiful and interesting.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Positive Adjective Expressions
_l%_éj\ BES R 2 RABRRENXHEER

LEFAVRF— T B 7% 4 AliceFnDavid 2 n{r] i AZE R & I TE A RRY

...art is really fascinating and can inspire us to think more deeply and reflect on life.
...I believe that some types of music are good for helping people calm down and

relax and other types are excellent for energising people...

After stating whether something is important or not, native speakers often say what X is
important for, what it is good for or what it is useful for.

Look at these different positive adjective expressions:

e X is important for / excellent for / good for + verb-ing
“Gardening is important for helping people relax.”
“Working out in a gym is important for keeping fit.”
“Having massages is good for helping people calm down.”
“Drinking hot milk is excellent for solving sleep problems.”

e X + a good way to + verb
“Listening to music is a good way to help people calm down after a stressful day.”
“Doing physical exercise is a good way to keep fit and healthy and happy.”
“Swimming is an excellent way to release a lot of energy and maintain a good figure.”

100
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e X helps us / helps people / can help us + (to) + verb
“Spending weekends out in the countryside helps us (to) wind down.”
“Taking part in team quizzes can help people sharpen their minds.”
“Lifting weights can help us develop strong muscles.”

Q;g Exercise 14.2: Gap Fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

can help us for helping cycling excellent way
excellent for a good way helps
1. Running regularly is to stay slim and strong.
2. Playing team sports is important children to learn to work together.
3. Doing individual sports like in the country us to relax the
mind and keep the body in good shape.
4. All forms of physical exercise are maintaining a healthy heart.
5. Painting is an to improve our hand- -eye co- -ordination and creative abilities.
4. | think reading is fairly important in |If§x e’?&m to increase our
vocabulary and general knov‘(jig'a. s (,,\.)

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Adjectives of Positive & Negative Feeling
BAEES R 3 RRIERMN AR LR R
i1 E — T HeB 2% A AliceFnDavid{E M T WBLLZ T IE B U B SO 217,

...art is really fascinating. ..
...Going to live concerts, for example, can be a really stimulating experience.

It's good to complete your answer with just one or two adjectives of positive or negative
feeling to explain why you think X is important or not.

Look at the following native speaker adjectives of positive and negative feeling:
e inspiring

e creative

e beneficial

¢ philosophical
e enriching

e educational
e expressive

e pretentious
o tedious

e frivolous

MBA
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Here are some examples in context:

o adjectives of positive feeling

“Art is so inspiring.”

“Visiting art galleries is very enriching.”

“Learning to play musical instruments is educational and creative.”
“Painting and drawing can teach children to be more expressive.”

e adjectives of negative feeling
“Most art is also very pretentious.”
“l think history is a tedious subject.”
“Learning about modern art in school is frivolous and unnecessary.”
“For me, drama is a pathetic activity that is incredibly wasteful of school time.”

Exercise 14.3: Matching

Match the adjectives of positive and negative feeling on the left with their definitions on
the right.

MBA
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inspiring
creative
beneficial
philosophical
enriching
educational
expressive
pretentious
tedious
frivolous

D.

m

very boring and repetitive

something or somebody which is an unnecessary waste of time or
money

to be good at imagining new things and thinking about life in a
deeper, perhaps more interesting manner

to be open about expressing feelings and emotions, passions and
ideas in a way that inspires other people

relating to philosophy; thinking on a deeper level about life
something that teaches you something interesting or useful

to be good for someone; to give someone benefits and help
someone grow and develop positively

to find interesting, fascinating or intriguing in a way which gives you
a love for life and creativity

when someone is trying to look really intelligent by pretending to be
very deep and “more interesting” than other people in a very false way
something that gives you a positive and cultural experience,
something that enables you to learn and benefit from the learning
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Exercise 14.4: Matching

Match the sentence halves.

pa—

| think it's great to get involved in

adventure sports...

2. Going to art galleries and museums
with one’s partner can be a really...

3. It's good to teach children how to
paint and draw...

4. | find watching films from other
countries very inspiring...

5. Some people feel that teaching

things like art, drama or music in

schools is frivolous...

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com O\ |

MBA
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...All kids should learn creative skills from
an early age.

...I's a great way to get to know different
cultures and their ways of expressing
themselves.

...They feel that more serious academic
subjects are more important for getting
ahead in a future career.

...They are really exciting and stimulating.

...enriching experience, and educational
as well as a little romantic!

P—

:
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Formula 15: What do you want / hope o

do (in the future)?

%3] B A%
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for
“What do you want / hope to do (in_the future)?” type questions.
FIRAIE 5 A R R Uranfa[ [ & T 7[R 28R ()], Ekn:
e Do you hope to do the same job in the future?
e What do you want to do when you finish university?
e What kind of job would you like to do when you finish your studies?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “What do you want / hope to do (in_the future)?” type
questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Saw WHAT your ambition for the 1. Use hope to and would like to like
future is. a native. (“This is something I really

® Say WHY you want to achieve it. hope to do.” | “I would like to be a

e Say HOW you hope to achieve it. really successful businesswoman.”)

2. Use future ambition phrases to say
why you want to achieve these goals.
(“l would like to achieve this ambition,
because it would be so rewarding!” / “If
| succeeded in doing this | would gain
an enormous sense of security.”)

3. Use the first conditional accurately.
(“If I work really hard and save up
enough money / will go to Europe and
get a master’s.”)

]104
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LEFATR S ) — EFE G, XD T RIZIZE B REIEE AR, FHEaEwH
BhURER iR T R HIZ RT0B.

Native Speaker Part of R
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
NGO (non- an organisation created pri- The WWF, which stands for “the World
governmental vately, independent of any Wildlife Fund,” is a well-known NGO that
organisation) government helps to protect wild animals all over the
EBFELR world.
urpose an aim, an objective or goal | want to achieve something very special
Epmrp HiR noun which gives life meaning in my life. | want my life to have a real
! purpose.
involving competition or the Acting is very competitive — you've got
competitive adiective desire to do better than other to really push yourself if you want to suc-
TSN ) people in the field ceed because they’re lots of actors but
not many acting jobs.
rewarding adiective giving you satisfaction, plea- Helping the homeless people was a very
HER, BRXH ! sure, or profit rewarding experience for Janet.
used to describing something Living through those hard times was
challenging adiective that is difficult in a way that challenging for us all.
EEHRRN ) tests your intelligence, your
ability or your determination
to do / a persoh who does | want to volunteer to work in an orphan-
volunteer something, especially to help age during the summer holidays.
T R verb / noun other people, willingly and
e e without being forced or paid
to do it
firmly fixed, reliable or not | don’t like these modern relationships
stable I . h ? ¢
RN, e adjective likely to move or change when people avoid commitment. | need
’ a traditional stable marriage.
a great sense of + experiencing a positive feeling Working with children gives me a great
noun sense of pleasure and happiness.
T MR
strive to struggle hard for some- If you want to become a top athlete you
S8 verb thing, to make a real effort to have to strive incredibly hard to succeed.

MODEL ANSWERS

achieve something

)

]38 3 BB 2% A= Alice fDavid RIS 2 & 22,

What do you want to do when you finish university?
What | really hope to do is work for an NGO here in China. | would like to find
a purpose in life — | don’t want to just worry about success and making money

105
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like a lot of people nowadays. | think it would be so rewarding and challenging
to work as a volunteer. If | work really hard and save up enough money then |
will go to Europe and get a master’s.
Tell me about your future ambitions.
What I'd really like to do in the future is pretty simple: I'd like to find a good job,
which will hopefully lead to a stable career, get married to a lovely girl and start
a family. | hope to be able to afford a nice apartment to bring up our children. |
think this would give me a great sense of pleasure and security. If | strive hard
| think | can achieve this in less than 10 years.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Hope To & Would Like To
E4ES & 1 Hope To #1 Would Like To
BATRE— T B A AlicefnDavid & an{a { Alhope toffiwould like toixX /1~ FEIERY,

What | really hope to do is work for an NGO here in China. | would like to find a
purpose in life...

BENE)  What 1'd really like to do in the future is pretty simple: 1'd like to find a good job...|
hope to be able to afford a nice apartment...

There are different ways we can use hope to to talk about the future:
e | hope to be able to + verb

“I hope to be able to go abroad after my studies.”

“l hope to be able to work in an international hospital.”

e | hope | can + verb
“l hope | can pass my driving test.”
“l hope | can convince my parents to buy me a car.”

e What | really hope to do is + verb
“What | really hope to do is travel around the world.”
“What | really hope to do is learn to speak Greek.”

You'll notice that Alice and David also use | would like to, which is used in the following way:
e | would like to + verb

‘I would like to marry the girl | met in the cake shop.”

“I'd like to become the best pool player in Asia.”

You can also use these two useful phrases:
“I would like (to have) the opportunity to study overseas.”
“I would like (to have) the chance to fly an aeroplane.”
“l hope (to have) the fortune to be able to go to Australia.”
“I hope (to have) the chance to go diving in Thailand.”

106
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Exercise 15.1: Eror Correction

MBA

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect
sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided.

1. In the future | would really like travel in the desert.

2. When | finish the university | hope to volunteer for a year for thé Red Cross.

3. What | really like to do when | am older is live in a wooden house in California.

4. | hope have the opportunity to go fishing in lake Tanzania.

5. What I'd really like to do learn another foreign language.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Future Ambition Phrases
BABRE R 2 MidRFEAKNEE
BARE — T2 A AliceFriDavid & Anfai vk B 2 5k S i s,

...1 think it would be so rewarding and challenging to work as a volunteer...
...| think this would give me a great sense of pleasure and security...

It's always useful to learn a few phrases to talk about future ambitions and why you want
to achieve them.

When talking about future ambitions, native speakers will often use common collocations
(words that almost always “go together” when native speakers talk) such.as the following:

¢ to achieve an ambition

o to fulfill a dream

e to succeed in doing something

e to manage to do something

Now look at these collocations in the context of the following future ambition phrases:

“I would like to achieve this ambition because it would be so rewarding!”

“I’d love to fulfill this dream because it would give me a great sense of achievement.”

“It's my dream to succeed in learning Japanese.”

“I would love to manage to get into art college.”

“Doing this would certainly make me feel that | had really achieved something special in
my life.”

You can use these phrases after almost any ambition you mention, to tell the examiner
why you want to do it.
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MBA

Write the words below in the correct space.

succeed ambition dream manage

I would love to to get into the university basketball team.

It would be amazing to fulfill this lifelong .

| really want to in doing this. It would make me so proud.

| am pretty confident that | can achieve my by working hard.

ML~

EETE - Sa )

LANGUAGE STEP 3 The First Conditional
A5 F— T He B % A AliceFnDavid- & 4nfa 3 B4 — & (k- mRY.,

...If I work really hard and save up enough money then | will go to Europe and get a
master’s.

...If I strive hard I think | can achieve this in less than 10 years.

108

We use the first conditional to talk about things that certainly can come true in the future,
if we make sure we do certain things.

Remind yourself of the structure of the first conditional:
e if + present simple + will + verb
“If | work hard, then | will be top of the class.”
“If | train every day, then | will become the best player in the team.”
“If | make sure | have the discipline to study more, | will pass the exam.”
“If | party too much, then | will certainly anger my parents.”

Don’t forget there are two possible orders:
o if + present simple + will + verb
“If | save enough money, | will travel abroad.”
“If 1 give my friend enough help, he will overcome this difficulty.”

e will + verb + if + present simple
“I will travel abroad if | save enough money.”
“I will win the race if | train as hard as | can.”
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Exercise 15.3: Sentence Completion

Think about four things you are sure you will achieve if you fulfill certain conditions. Write full
first conditional sentences using the words below to help you.

pass the test achieve my ambition
have a really happy life fulfill my dream

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | €\ l
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Formula 16: Do people do / get enough X?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for
“Do people do / get enough X?” type questions.
ARIRAE S AU S IR B & T 7R ZAG R, Ehdn:

e Do people today do enough physical exercise?

e Do children do enough sports in school?
e Do people in your country do enough creative activities in school?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Do people do / get enough X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say whether you believe people get 1. Use opinion phrases. (“/ believe that
or do enough X. many people in my country are very

e Say which types of people get or do hardworking.” / “In my opinion, people
not get enough X. don't get enough holidays.")

e Say why they should get or do more X. 2. Use expressions for quantities and

types of people. (“Nowadays nearly all
students have access to at least one
computer.” / “Most bosses get paid far
too much.”)

3. Use expressions for suggesting or
advising. (“/t’'s a good idea to learn
more languages in school.” /
“Everyone should get paid more.”)

110
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

XL T R R I REAEF A A, HERE

LEFRATIR 2 2] — SR EBHE AL,
B PRER Ml T R B 278 6.

Native Speaker

Part of

A&l

Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
the majority the larger number or part of The majority of people in my office drink
KEBSY, KER something tea.
couch potato someone who sits on a sofa John is a real couch potato. He gets no
B, LHWEE all day and watches television exercise*at all. He sits down all day long
HKEA and is very lazy and never leaves the TV.
. to try and develop and im- It's important that we cultivate good man-
cultivate ) ) )
g verb prove something ners so we know how to behave in social
! situations.
a day without work, a day Everyone was given a day off work to cel-
day off . : ,
when you don't have to go into ebrate Women's Day.
IR, —ReHR
work
US: a period of one week or | spent my summer vacation in Florida, on
vacation noun more when you travel to an- the beach. It was wonderful.
B4 other place to have a break
and enjoy yourself
) a time off work, or a short time We had a short break from school when
break noun to relax, sometimes used to they were making renovations to the west
*HE describe a small holiday wing — those two free days were marvel-
ous. '
UK: a public holiday, a day off, | don’t know why, but the UK doesn't have
. or a trip you go on for a week a National Day like the US or China. |
holiday ) . .
a1m g noun or more think we should, and it'd be nice to have

frame of mind

g, 0B

MODEL ANSWERS

US: a public holiday when
people don't work

mood, attitude, approach to
something

&53e b

%] 35 T FE 22 A AliceFNDavid R S 2 K 22,

another holiday.

I'm not in the frame of mind to work today.
| can’t concentrate because | feel a bit sad.

Do people do enough physical exercise where you come from?

Well, in my opinion people don't get enough exercise. The majority of people,
especially middle class people nowadays, are real couch potatoes. All they do
is sit in front of the television all night, and the only exercise they get is going
to get more food from the refrigerator. If children are to grow up to be healthy
adults, they should learn how to take care of themselves, and they should
cultivate an interest in sports like basketball, football or volleyball.

MBA
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Do students get enough holidays in your country?
| believe that they get too many holidays. Most students have a long summer
vacation, a fairly long Spring Festival break, national holidays and all sorts of
other days off throughout the year. Because of this a vast amount of students
forget a lot of what they’ve learned during the longer holidays, and take a long
time to get back into the frame of mind to. study well. It would be good if the
holidays were a bit shorter.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Opinion Phrases | 25 = 1 Rz = HI5EIE
BB — T I B % Alice IDavid il TR F AL A HOTIA,

Well, in my opinion people don't get enough exercise...
| believe that they [students] get too many holidays...

It's very easy to learn a variety of different ways to express your opinion when asked a
question. Look at these examples:

“I think that a large percentage of people over 30 don't exercise enough.”

“I feel that people should do more to help others in society.”

“I strongly believe that team sports like basketball teach people to work together.”

“I am quite convinced that the majority of people would enjoy playing hockey if they just
gave it a chance.”

“The way | see it, sports should be compulsory for elementary school students.”

“In my opinion, most children naturally enjoy physical exercise.”

@ AEFE A CHIUL R BTG, — & S UL H B fh I H@ i 2 5k 30Fy B CRIBA,

o
Exercise 16.1: Gap Fil

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

believe opinion quite convinced think that way

1.1 too many people nowadays don't exercise enough. In my
it would help most people to join a neighbourhood sports team to play football or
basketball a couple of times a week.

2. Most people will complain of stress, but I'm that if they just got out more
and played some sports, it would heip enormously.
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3. The | see it, it would be beneficial for companies to organise sports teams
and outings for their employees. | strongly that it would increase employee

efficiency.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Quantities & Types of People
BAER R 2 HERMEARER M \E
LEB AT B — T H B % A AliceFnDavid B T L8 R R T R 2 A BE,

...The majority of people, especially middle class people nowadays, are real couch
potatoes...

...Most students have a long summer vacation...Because of this a vast amount of
students forget a lot of what they've learned...

For native speakers it's not very good to make absolute statements like “All Chinese
people like...” or “Everyone in Western countries thinks...”. This doesn’t sound very clever
and can sometimes be rude. Even in one country or one culture, many people have different
ways of life and different opinions.

You should use quantities of people and types of people to qualify your statements, so
that they are not so generalised.

You can use these quantities of people:
e most

o the majority of

e a large percentage of
e nearly all

e a vast amount of

o few

e hardly any

e not many

e a minority of

e only some

You can combine them with types of people to say which people in society usually do
something or believe something.

e young people / the younger generation / teenagers / adolescents

¢ old people / the elderly / the older generation

o office workers / business people / white-collar workers

+ the working classes / middle classes / very wealthy people

« unemployed people / the poor / homeless people

e young kids / schoolchildren / university students / graduate students
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Look at some examples of how quantities and types of people words can be combined
together:

“Most young people can play at least one sport.”

“The majority of elderly people enjoy board games.”

“A large percentage of the population smokes too much.”

“Nearly all university students get far too much homework.”

“A vast amount of business people don’t get enough free time.”

“A tremendous amount of young girls care too much about fashion.”

Exercise 16.2: Matching

Match the quantities and types of people on the left with the words and phrases that have the
same meanings on the right.

1. alarge percentage of A. young people

2. a minority of B. white-collar workers
3. children C. the older generation
4. few D. only some

5. office workers E. most

6. teenagers F. kids

7. the elderly G. hardly any

8. the majority of H. avast amount of

Exercise 16.3: Sentence Completion

Complete the sentences according to your opinions or impressions about different types of
people in your society.

A tremendous amount of young people don’t get enough

In my country, elderly people, in general, like to

A large percentage of famous people don't get

Nearly all students are given far foo much .

The majority of parents today don’t give their sons and daughters enough

O M=

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Suggesting & Advising Expressions
BAEE A 3 BERMEWNRIESE
1B — THE %A AlicefiDavid & Anfalzeik & 9 AR LG,

...If children are to grow up to be healthy adults, they should learn how to take care
of themselves...
plVitel .../t would be good if the holidays were a bit shorter.

MBA
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When you've given your opinion and supported it, you should suggest what you'd do to
improve the situation. Alice states her disapproval of couch potatoes, then goes on to say
how children “should” learn to take care of themselves, so they don't end up like this when
they are old. Similarly, David, after saying he believes the holidays to be too long, suggests
that “it would be good if ” the holidays were shortened.

Here’'s a summary of ways you can suggest improvements:

should / shouldn’t + verb
“To get really good at football, you should practise every day.”

ought to / ought not to + verb
“You really ought to see a doctor if you feel that ill.”

it would be good if / it wouldn't be good if
“It would be good if everyone learned to play baseball when they were young.”

it's a good idea to / it's not a good idea to + verb
“It's not a good idea to run outside in the winter. You'll catch a cold.”

it would help to + verb
“It would help to train a little bit every day if you want to run a marathon.”

the best thing to do to + improvement phrase + would be to
“The best thing to do to improve creativity in schools would be to introduce art classes
in the early years of elementary school.”

Exercise 16.4: Gap Fil

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

MBA

good idea ought it would help if
the best thing would be should
1. Everyone to join a sports team, even if it's just for fun.
2. to do to make sure people get more holidays is to put pressure on
companies to abide by the labour laws.
3.1t good if students learned how to swim competitively at a young age. Kids

don’t get enough chances to do this nowadays.
4. Many people don’'t pay enough attention to what the professionals say. You

consider hiring a personal trainer if you want to lift weights.

5. It'snota to over-exercise. Some people exert themselves too much.

everyone used public transportation instead of driving. Too much traffic

clogs the roads and pollutes the air.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | €2\ I

O
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Formula 17: How can people find out about X?

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for

“How can people find out about X?" type questions.

AIRATE 5 A SO S VR AN (AT F & T I RIS AR (A1, Bhan:

» How can people find out about what's going on in the world?

¢ How do people obtain information about local events in your city?

e How can you stay up-to-date with the national news where you live?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “How can people find out about X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say how people usually obtain 1. Use types of media words and
information. phrases. (“You can buy newspapers

e Explain what you do to stay up-to-date. and magazines at newsstands around

e Show how reliable these sources are. my town.”)

2. Use finding out information expressions.
(“I surf the Internet to stay up-to-date
with what's going on.”)

3. Use words to express trust and
mistrust of information. (“It is a well-
respected source of information.”)

MBA
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LEFRAIA S S — LEIIERHE L, X LR T R ZZ B AR B S H H, HEAES

BhURERAR T TR 2 =76

Part of
Speech

Native Speaker

Word

current affairs

AE

mass media

KAXGR

venue

noun

events listings

BHIR

gig
WRE, HER

noun

well-respected

EHHH

adjective

biased / unbiased

BRI I XRRE

adjective

viewpoint

noun
W

Definition

what is happening in the in-
ternational or national news
at the moment

newspapers, television and
radio of a nation, designed
to reach the entire popula-
tion

the place where a concert,
play or event is going to
take place

lists of events, their dates
and venues in local maga-
zines

colloquial expression for
music concert (usually a pop
or rock group)

to describe something that
a lot of people respect and
appreciate

showing an unreasonable
like or dislike for a person
based on personal opinions

perspective; point of view;
way of looking at something;
opinion

MODEL ANSWERS

3] 155 ik KL 2% A AliceFnDavid 2 % & %2,

Example Sentence

Daily newspapers are an excellent way to
stay up-to-date with current affairs.

Some people don’t fully trust the mass me-
dia. Others feel that it is the only reliable
source of information.

| love the Old Theatre in Kemp Town. It's a
great venue for a small concert.

It's good to check the events listings regu-
larly. There’s a lot happening in this city.

We saw this great gig in the club D22. It
was a fantastic young band from Hubei.

The hotel is very well-respected. It's got
good reviews and all my friends say the
service is excellent.

The newspapers gave a very biased report
on the incident — they obviously wanted to
please the president.

It's usually not a good idea to talk about
politics or religion with unfamiliar people —
everyone has their own opinion, and people
are frequently quite sensitive about such
viewpoints.

szl How can you find out about national and intemational news where you come from?

A3 Nowadays it's easier than ever to stay on top of current events in China. There
are many different sources for news. There are newsstands in every major
city selling all kinds of magazines and newspapers, which often run interesting
features on everything from fashion to international affairs. But generally |
surf the Internet to stay up-to-date with what's going on in the blogs. Though

Ve
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some bloggers aren't very objective, their opinions are interesting to read, and
usually offer a different viewpoint to what | read in the mass media.
How can people find out about local events and entertainment in your city?

There’s quite a lot of ways people can find out about what's going on. There’s
a local City Weekend magazine, which is full of events listings, advertisements
and reviews about the latest gigs, classical concerts, art exhibitions and
theatre. There’s also “dining and drinking” listings — excellent for keeping track
of the latest restaurants opening in the city. The magazine is both in physical
form and online. It's a great source of information, the reviews are very
unbiased and it is very well-respected.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Types of Media | BB S = 1 ARIZEB IR

Bl 13k B — T 1B 2% A Alice FuDavid & an{af i id A [7] 2 B LR A

...There are newsstands in every major city selling all kinds of magazines and
newspapers, which often run interesting features on everything from fashion to
international affairs. But generally | surf the internet to stay up-to-date on what’s
going on in the blogs...

...There's a local City Weekend magazine, which is full of events listings,
advertisements and reviews about the latest gigs, classical concerts, art exhibitions
and theatre. There’s also “dining and drinking” listings...The magazine is both in
physical form and online...

When we talk about media, we are really talking about “means of communication” in
general. This can be anything from mass media — like newspapers, television and radio — to
local information, events news and advertisements.

Here's a list of examples:

e newsstands

e nNewspapers

e advertisements

« features (informative or interesting articles)
e magazines (in physical form / online)
o blogs (online)

e restaurant/ bar/ events listings

o reviews (of restaurants / bars / events)
e events listings (of current events)

e current affairs
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Exercise 17.1: Gap Fil

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

advertisements blogs features magazines newsstands reviews

1. Today, online are a very popular way in which everyday people put their
news, opinions and thoughts out for other peopie to read.
2. A lot of free magazines fund themselves by charging businesses to display their

3. The most convenient places to buy newspapers or magazines are or
kiosks on street corners. ‘

4. Alot of “What's On” have of new restaurants and bars to
help people choose the most suitable places to drink and dine.

5. | enjoy reading the in magazines for young people. | like the short stories
about student life, or the articles about how to deal with certain emotional or social

problems young people may face.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Finding Out Information Expressions

BAES R 2 HREERIE

LEFATRE — T H B % 4 AliceFiDavid & anfl i b (5 B AT IR,
...generally | surf the Internet to stay up-to-date with what’s going on in the blogs...

plVile] ...There’s also “dining and drinking” listings — excellent for keeping track of the latest
restaurants opening in the city...

Here are some useful native speaker expressions to say how and why you get
information:

How
o to surf the Internet
“l usually surf the Internet while drinking my morning coffee.”

« to browse through magazines / newspapers / websites
“I've seen a lot of old people in parks in Kunming, browsing through newspapers on
warm sunny mornings.”

o to watch the news reports
“My grandfather always watches the evening news reports.”

o to listen to the radio broadcasts
“Every morning on the bus to school | /isten to the radio broadcasts.”

MBA
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to find out by word of mouth
“I don't read, watch or listen to the news much, but | find out a lot from my friends by
word of mouth.”

to keep track of
“I believe it's good to keep track of what's going on in other countries.”

to keep one's finger on the pulse
“l don't like to be ignorant about world news. | keep my finger on the pulse.”

to stay informed about
“Online news is a good way to stay informed about what's happening in the world.”

to stay abreast of
“I am too lazy. | don't really care about staying abreast of current affairs.”

to stay up-to-date with
“I am not interested in current affairs. | like to stay up-to-date with the sports news
though.”

to stay on top of what's going on
“Taxi drivers often listen to the radio to stay on top of what’s going on.”

S
Exercise 17.2: Gap Fill & Matching

Write the words below in the correct spaces then match the sentence halves 1-5 (how we get
information) with sentence halves A-D (why we get information).

broadcasts browse through news reports
blogs find out about
1. llisten to radio on World Service...
2. 1 occasionally the local newspapers to keep...
3. lwatch on a small TV in my dorm because | like to keep...
4. | love to surf the Internet, reading sports by fans and experts. It's a great
way to...
5. | am pretty [azy. | don’t pay much attention to the news. | major news
stories through...
A. ...abreast of current affairs in my province.
B. ...to keep up-to-date with what's going on in the international news.
C. ...stay informed about which teams are in the lead.
D. ...word of mouth.
E. ...my finger on the pulse. | hate not knowing what's going on around me!
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 Words for Trust and Mistrust
BB E A 3 WM EBREE
LERAR B — T T B % A AliceFIDavid:2 An i (5 508 R 5L .

...Though some bloggers aren’t very objective, their opinions are interesting to
read, and usually offer a different viewpoint to what | read in the mass media...

m. ...It's a great source of information, the reviews are very unbiased and it is very
well-respected...

Usually, when native speakers talk about the ways in which they find information, they
will tell each other how much they trust or mistrust that information.

Here’s a list of useful words and phrases:
o to express trust
“It's a very objective source of information.”
“It's quite unbiased, so | generally believe what | see on that news channel.”
“I believe that the information presented there is impartial.”
“| trust that newspaper because it is very well-respected.”

¢ to express doubt or slight mistrust
“l don't like Internet news, | think it can be very biased.”
“It's considerably one-sided in its approach to discussing mternatloqal affairs.”
“It's an untrustworthy publication.” AL

“| find the news channel a little unre/labletc? be ﬁ&hes{ \
&\ \‘

Exercise 17.3: Gap Fill A

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

objective / impartial unreliable well-respected untrustworthy biased / one-sided

1. This blog is so ; the blogger only likes The Lakers, so he always says good
things about the team — even when they do badly!

2. In the Internet age news is hard to find because everyone has their own
opinion and write what they think, not what they can prove.

3. The newspaper my father reads is very . Nearly everyone agrees that it's a
good, impartial, trustworthy read.

4. If | think a news channel or radio station has a reputation for being then |

won’t pay any attention to it.
5. If we can’t really rely on a source of information we usually say it's

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com %I

MBA
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Formula 18: Should people be given X?

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“Should people be given X?” type questions.

FRIE S AT B VR =& T FIE 2B AR, bhan.
e Should people be given more holidays?

e Should people be paid more if they work overtime?

e Should children be required to wear a uniform to school?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Should people be given X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps
¢ Show that you are aware the question 1. Use common native speaker
is asking about PEOPLE IN GENERAL agreement and disagreement phrases.
and not about YOU. (*As | see it, people in my country
e Say whether you think X should or often work way too much.”)
should not be given to people. 2. Use common native speaker rights,
* Give reasons to support your opinion. fairness and permission expressions

with the passive. (“All workers deserve
to be provided with a fair salary.”)

3. Express reasons like a native with
the zero conditional. (“/f workers are
treated fairly they are usually more
loyal to their company.”)
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Part One E—&i%

LA 2 2] — BB RIE IR, X SRR T E Z R AR E R A, I A RESES

BhURER AR T T 2 7B 0.,

Native Speaker

salary

ok, ITH

benefits

R, $Fak

frequently
sE, W%

overtime

MR, ¥t

loyal
BIRA

long-term

KW

rebellious

RFRY, RHIH

MODEL ANSWERS

Part of
Word Speech

noun

noun

adverb

noun

adjective

adjective

adjective

Definition

an amount of money an em-
ployee earns each year, paid
to their bank account every
month

things you are given by you
company for working for them,
not including salary, e.g. paid
lunches, paid holidays, pen-
sion, health insurance etc

often; happening a lot

working over the normal work-
ing hours, doing extra work for
the company

firm and not changing in
friendship or support

taking place a long time in the

future

opposing or going against the
ideas or rules of authority

&53e bl

%1% ik BB 2% tE AliceFNDavid Y 2 26 4 %2,

Should people be given longer holidays?
Yes, they certainly should! As | see it, people often work very long hours but

don’t get a high salary or very many benefits in return. In fact, many workers

frequently do unpaid overtime for their companies. | strongly believe that

workers deserve to be given longer paid holidays so that they can relax more.

In my opinion, if people are given more paid holidays they are more loyal to

Example Sentence

| hope to get an increase in salary next
year. I've worked very hard for this com-
pany.

My salary is not so high, but | get lots of
other benefits from my company — like
transport costs and free lunches.

He is so bad-tempered! He frequently
gets angry about such small things.

| don’t do much overtime in my job. | am
quite lucky, | get to leave the office at 5
p.m.

Alf is a very loyal dog. He always stays
by my side, both in times of danger and
times of hope.

My long-term plan is to get a job in a big
multi-national company and get rich!

This student is so rebellious. He never
obeys the school rules! If the teacher
tells him to wear his school uniform, he
turns up in dirty jeans!

their company in the long term and probably work harder because they are
more contented with their job.
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Do you think that students should be required to wear a school uniform?

Absolutely not! | strongly believe that students should have the freedom to
wear what they like in school. | think it's unfair to make children all look the
same. School is a place for hard work and study, but also a place for children
to learn to become individuals with their own styles, ideas and opinions.
Young people ought to be given more choice in what they wear. If children are
controlled too much when they are young, they can become very rebellious in
later years.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Agreement & Disagreement Phrases
BAES A 1| RREBENARENEE
EFRATAE — T HE % 4: AliceFiDavid & 4nfa] £ A Rl & S & A FEA.

Yes, they certainly should! As | see it, people often work very long hours but don'’t
get a high salary or very many benefits in return...

...Absolutely not! | strongly believe that students should have the freedom to wear
what they like in school...

Look at these ways of expressing agreement and disagreement with a question or
proposition.

Agreement
e Yes, they certainly should.
e Absolutely!
e Definitely!
e | couldn’t agree more!

Disagreement
e Absolutely not!
e Of course not!
e | don't think so.
e Certainly not!

Infroducing your opinion

e | think / believe / feel that...
The way | see it...
In my opinion...

e | am convinced that...
For me...

124
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Exercise 18.1: Gap Fil
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Write the words below in the correct spaces.

believe course not do of the opinion not opinion

John: Do you think that people should be allowed to keep wild animals at home?

Mary: Certainly 'lam that wild animals should be kept in zoos,
or in their natural habitat.

John: Do you believe that people get enough holidays?

Mary: Yes, | certainly ! This is a developing country and in my
everyone must work hard to make the country better and better.

John: Do you think that parks should be free for everyone to enter?

Mary: Of I'l strongly that parks need to be maintained, plants
and flowers need to be watered and the places kept clean. That costs money.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Rights, Fairness & Permission Expressions
BAES R 2 WF, NEFITARRIE
B, LERATHE—TiE%AEAliceFnDavid Fl TWRLE4RIEZR IAALH] . A TFFIGFTT,

...I strongly believe that workers deserve to be given longer paid holidays...
...Young people ought to be given more choice in what they wear...

When talking about permission and rights, you should use the passive voice. Using the
passive voice means that you can say who receives the action without needing to say who
does the action.

The passive structure

Remind yourself of the passive structure:

e subject + to be + past participle
“The workers are given three weeks’, holiday every year.”
“The children were allowed to wear casual clothes last week.”
“People today are not provided with enough benefits.”

In each case above we know that the people giving the workers three weeks’ holiday,
allowing the children to wear casual clothes and who ought to be giving people more free
time, are bosses, teachers or authorities.

Using the passive to suggest
To make suggestions, native speakers normally combine verbs such as “should” and

“ought to" with the passive. Note in the following examples how these are used and that “(to)
be” is added before the past participle:
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¢ should (not) be given

e ought to be given

o (don’t) deserve to be given

e should (not) be allowed to + verb
e should (not) be permitted to + verb

Look at these in the context of the following examples:

“People who work longer hours deserve to be paid more money.”
“Workers ought to be treated more fairly.”

“Women ought not to be discriminated against at work.”

“Children should not be allowed to work until they are 18 years old.”
“Employees should be permitted to wear causal clothes to work.”
“Fathers should be given extra holidays to spend time with their family.”
“All workers deserve to be provided with a safe working environment.”

Exercise 18.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate verb forms from the choices below to complete the sentences.

1. At the moment workers a bonus if they work hard.
A. are given B. be given C. to be given

2. | firmly believe that workers who have to commute a long distance to work ought

with a transport bonus.
A. provide B. be provided C. to be provided
3. | think that a person who is lazy at work and makes too many mistakes
given some form of punishment.

A. should B. ought C. should be
4. On the last day of every school year | think children ought to wear casual
clothes and have relaxing, fun classes.
A. to be permitted B. to permitted C. be permitted
5. The doctor informed me that | get more exercise and eat more fruits.
A. should be B. should C. ought to be

6. For me, workers who are sacked for misbehaviour or poor work don't deserve

money when they leave.
A. be given B. to be given C. given

LANGUAGE STEP 3 The Zero Conditional
BOEE R S ELEMA
LERA 3R B — T 9B 32 A Alice FADavid: B 4n{al {8 i B SE 4 (- 40y .

...iIf people are given more paid holidays they are more loyal to their company in the
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long term and probably work harder because they are more contented with their job.
PN} ...If children are controlled too much when they are young, they can become very
rebellious in later years.

Alice and David use the zero conditional to talk about what generally happens if certain
conditions are fulfilled. It’s often used for things that are almost always true.

The structure for the zero conditional is as follows:

e if + present verb + present verb
“If we travel to work by subway, we usually get there quicker.”
“If 1 go to music concerts, | always dance.”
“If workers are late, they get into trouble.”

Look how the zero conditional is used with the passive:
e if + passive + present verb
“If people are given more paid holidays, they are more loyal to their company.”
“If children are allowed to play computer games too much, they get really lazy.”
“If young people are made to wear uniforms in school, they are generally better

behaved.”
R
MERKGDHERMREER, Bilt, BELEXHFONEHTLLE
A if + present verb + present verb #17] LL& present verb + if + present verb,
LRI — MR ESEIFOR, HATEAH when SRR if:
“It's not always true that when people are paid more money they work harder.”
“When employees are treated with respect, they are more loyal to the boss.”
J

Exercise 18.3: Gap Fill & Matching

Write the words below in the correct spaces in sentence halves 1-5 then match them to
sentence halves A-D.

have punish drive are made are given
1. If children to wear warm clothes in winter then...
2. Ifwe students who are rude or behave badly...
3. When people the chance to learn languages at an early age...
4. If older people access to computer training programmes...
5. As a general rule, people more carefully...

MBA
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...they usually understand the younger generation a bit more.
...if there is a strong police presence on motorways.

...they are more obedient and attentive in class.

...they are less likely to catch colds.

...they often learn very quickly.

moow»

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com ' %

«
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Formula 19: Is it difficult to do X?

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“Is it difficult to do X?” type questions.

ARETE S AR B S RN EE T 5 R 2R R, Ebdn.

o Is it difficult to learn to play a musical instrument?

o Is it difficult to learn another language?

¢ Is it hard to meet new people when you first go to university?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Is it difficult to do X?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order

e Say how difficult you think it is to do X.
e Talk a little about the learning process.

Language Steps

1. Use adverbs of degree with adjectives
to talk about degree of difficulty.
(“Learning to play a musical instrument
is incredibly hard for some people.”)

2. Use a few time marking phrases like
a native. (“In the beginning speaking
English might seem hard, but after a
while it gets easier.”)

3. Use a few native speaker phrasal
verbs about learning things. (“Once
you get used fo a new language, you
pick it up quickly.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS | #iE £iF 17T

IEFRAR RS — BB BHERC, XL TRIZZERPEBAES A M, JFEemH

B PREE R T T HY & 786

Nativsv gpdeakef ggétegff] Example Sentence

unfamiliar

FHIEN

adjective

MBA

not familiar; unknown to you When | got my first job | was unfamiliar with

how to use a computer, but I've since learnt
how to use one.
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Native Speaker
Word

Definition

Example Sentence

a bit
—=R, AR

awkward

RAER

get used to
SR, ER

get to grips with
EiE

get the hang of
RBB

pick up
B, RS

proficient

RERH), WER

adjective

adjective

a little, a small amount,
slightly

uncomfortable; difficult to
manage or handle

to talk about an action that
was difficult or unpleasant
to do in the beginning, but
becomes acceptable or en-
joyable

to master; to succeed in do-
ing something difficuit

to get used to something;
to begin to be able to do
something relatively well

to learn, obtain, or develop
new skills or abilities

to be very good at some-
thing; to have mastered
something well

MODEL ANSWERS
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Is it difficult to learn another language?
| think that learning a language is extremely difficult — probably one of the
hardest things someone can do. When you first begin learning, it can be very

In the restaurant, | was a bit embarrassed
to admit that | had forgotten my wallet and
couldn’t pay for dinner.

It was very awkward to carry all my shop-
ping and try to use the subway to get home.

When | lived in France it was difficult to get
used to speaking French all the time and
getting up so early for my job.

If you don’t get to grips with grammar, you'll
never be able to learn that language.

I was not good at cooking, but after a few
lessons from James, I'm getting the hang of
it now.

| found leaming to play the guitar quite easy —
| picked it up quickly.

He is very proficient at English. He speaks
almost like a native.

confusing to remember lots of unfamiliar words and grammar. It often feels a
bit awkward and you have to get used to making mistakes. But after a while,

everything feels much more comfortable and you can really start getting to
grips with the new language.

Do you think it's difficult for young people to learn to play musical instruments?
| believe that learning to play musical instruments is pretty difficult for most

people. However, | think that young people usually pick up new things
relatively quickly. At first, it's quite hard to get into learning an instrument,
but when you get the hang of it, it's not too hard to learn some simple tunes.
If you are dedicated in the beginning, | think after a while you become quite
proficient.

MBA
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Adverbs of Degree = 1 12 EEiA
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| think that learning a language is extremely difficult — probably one of the hardest
things someone can do...

plelile] | believe that learning music instruments is pretty difficult for most people...

When asked a question about how difficult / hard something is to do, you must first bear
in mind that some things are easier or more difficult to do than others.

Look at this list of adverbs of degree ordered from 1-7 from smallest to largest degree:
. quite / fairly

. relatively / comparatively

. pretty

. really

. considerably / very / remarkably

. extremely

. incredibly

N O O R~ WN -

To talk about how difficult it is to learn things, you can use the above adverbs of degree
before a number of different adjectives, including:

e easy / simple / straightforward

e hard

o difficult

e challenging

e awkward

o frustrating

Here are some examples of these adverbs of degree and adjectives combined:
“I think it's incredibly hard to learn to play a trumpet.”

“l am under the impression that it's remarkably easy to play card games.”

“I| believe it's exceedingly frustrating to learn to play the violin.”

“A lot of people say that learning Russian is unbelievably challenging.”

Exercise 19.1: Gap Fil

Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces.

fairly frustrating remarkably easy incredibly
awkward unbelievably challenging
1. It's hard to learn to play the drums well. It took me 10 years!

2. | believe that to master a language to the point when you can speak it fluently is

131
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. It's one of the hardest things in the world.
Learning to drive a car is at first, but pretty easy to pick up if you keep trying.
It's to learn to ride a bike — | learnt in 20 minutes when | was seven years old.
5. Czech pronunciation is very to.learn. | find it hard to be understood clearly

hw

when | speak.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Time Marking Phrases

BB & 2 FERICEE
AR E — TR % L AlicefnDavid £ F T WBLERT Bl FRiC A 1S .

...When you first begin learning, it can be very confusing...But after a while

everything feels much more...

...At first, it's quite hard to get into learning an instrument...If you are dedicated in
the beginning, | think after a while you will become quite proficient.

There are different stages of every learning process. Every activity changes in difficulty
according to what stage of the process you are at. For example, learning English is now
probably easier for you than it was when you started learning many years ago.

To talk about and compare the difficulty of different stages of learning an activity, you
should use the following time marking phrases:

e at the outset

o at first

¢ in the beginning

e When you start doing something...

e When you get into something / doing something...

o for the first few (weeks / months / times)

e after a while

o after a certain point

Examples:

“At the outset, learning to drive a car can be quite frightening, but after a while it
becomes pretty easy.”

“When you start playing the violin it seems incredibly difficult and doesn’t really get any
easier until after the first few months.”

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Phrasal Verbs About Learning Things
BAEER 3XTEIRENEE
L HA15RB — T e 8% H AliceFiDavid i T WBLEEShIFAT I Hik 2 5 SAF 30
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...you have to get used to making mistakes. But after a while, everything feels much

more comfortable and you can really start getting to grips with the new language...

...At first, it's quite hard to get into learning an instrument, but when you get the

hang of it, it's not too hard to learn some simple tunes...

The following native speaker phrasal verbs are extremely useful, especially when

answering questions about learning a new skill or language:

o to get used to (somebody / doing something)

Describes the process where an action that was difficult or unpleasant to do in the
beginning becomes acceptable or enjoyable.

“I don’t think Susan is going to get used to working in such a small office.”

¢ to get to grips with (something / doing something)

To try to master, to succeed in doing something difficult.

“Ask the sales manager to talk to his team please; we really need to get to grips with our
after-sales service as it isn’'t good enough.”

e to pick up (something) or to pick (something) up
To learn, obtain or develop (new skills, abilities).
“While | lived in Barcelona | picked up a little Spanish.”

¢ to get the hang of (something / doing someth'ing)

To become skillful, learn how to do something.

“It doesn’t take long to get the hang of driving a car,; after a few weeks it will be pretty
familiar.”

Exercise 19.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate words or phrases from the choices below to complete the sentences.

1.

MBA

When you start off it's quite difficult, but you find you start to get better and
more confident.

A. from the outset B. in the beginning C. after a while

Computers are relatively easy to of; you don't need a lot of skill or practise
to master the basics.

A. get to grips B. get the hang C. pick up

Learning to bake cakes is not difficult. At first you make a few mistakes, then after a short
time, you start with the basic techniques.

A. getting the hang B. picking up C. getting to grips

Experts say that in the beginning it's incredibly difficult to fly a helicopter, but when you've
it, it's fairly simple.
A. got used to B. get to grips C. picked it up
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5. to learn to swim, it's really scary and difficult, but after a few weeks of
lessons it's not that difficult to get to grips with it.
A. At first B. When you first begin C. After a certain point

' For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | O\ l

O
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Formula 20: Is X suitable for (types of

people)?

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for

“Is X suitable for (fypes of people)?” type questions.

AR R AT B PRl =& TR SRR ARE, than:
e Is riding a bike suitable for elderly people?

o Are all sports suitable for people of all ages?

o Are computers suitable for young children?

THE FORMULA

When the examiner asks you “Is X suitable for (fypes of people)?” type questions, you must:

Answer Order Language Steps

e Say whether X is suitable or not. 1. Use appropriateness expressions.

e Give reasons and examples. (“Violent movies are inappropriate for
children.”)

2. Use safety and risk expressions.
(“Eating fast food can be detrimental
to one’s health.”)

3. Use adjectives and expressions of
benefit. (“Vegetables are excellent for
one’s health.” / “Yoga is relaxing and
therapeutic.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS || Zi& EHE 75T

LEFA I % 2] — B IERHERIC, X SeiaiCH T R ZZ2ARWREEHEEH R, 7 EREwHR
BOPRELAR TS TRV A ZETE6.

Nativsvgpdeaker ggéteg; Example Sentence

. ropriate not suitable for a particular His behaviour at the wedding was
= ;n;gg OF;F'I“ w adjective purpose or situation rude and his clothes were dirty. How
RS, AR inappropriate he was!

MBA
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Native Speaker Part of L
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
if something is advisable it It's advisable to book tickets in ad-
advisable adiective means you will avoid prob- vance, because the seats for that
HE®, ATRY ! lems if you do it, you should play will sell out quickly.
do it
detrimental adiective bad for; damaging; having a So much air pollution is detrimental to
THH, BEN 1 negative effect on our health.
impact the effect or influence that Playing too many contact sports can
iguﬁl noun an event, situation etc has have a negative impact on a child’s
on someone or something physical development.
to go down a very steep The special agent abseiled down the
abseil verb cliff / object by holding on to tall building to get to the 20th floor
(FAFR) T a rope which is tied to the secretly.
top of the cliff
exhilarating adiective making you feel extremely Going to the theme park was an ex-
LABEHE, EARREY ) happy and excited hilarating experience for the kids.
invigoratin making you feel full of spirit Going on the speed boat was an in-
ﬁj?ﬁﬂiég adjective and energy as well as being vigorating experience — | can’t wait to
S

lateral thinking

-kt 2

excited and thrilled

logical thinking; clear rea-
soning; coming to correct
conclusions based on clues

do it again!

Doing puzzles and number games
can improve our lateral thinking skills.

MODEL ANSWERS

S
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Do you think that computer games are suitable for young children?

| believe that computer games are inappropriate for very young children. For
older children, | think it is reasonable for them to play computer games but it
would be advisable for their parents to restrict the amount of time they play
games. As most people know, staring at a computer screen for too long can
be detrimental to your eyesight; if children play for too long they might harm
their eyes. Also, games that are really violent or scary are not suitable as they
might have a negative impact upon the child’s mental health. In moderation,
however, | believe computer games can be ideal for developing children’s
lateral thinking skills.

Are outdoor sports suitable for people of all ages?

| think that most outdoor sports are suitable for everyone. Though people who
do adventurous sports like rock-climbing, abseiling, or white water rafting,



