Q0 1071924830

MBA

Part Three £ =#34>

conditions and get paid so little?

Just because my skin is a different colour, does that mean | should be treated differently?

People that work on building sites deserve to be paid more and treated better.
I don’t think | should be treated differently to other people.

In my opinion, there is no justification for animal testing.

| don’t agree that life as a student is at all easy. | think it's quite a tough time.

| believe that they're doing everything they can to help countryside people.

S
For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com O\ |
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e besides...also...
“The subway is a great means of transport because besides being more
environmentally friendly, it also helps reduce traffic.”

e as well as...also...
’| really valued the scarf my mother knitted me because as well as keeping me warm,
it also reminded me of her love for me.”

e notonly...but also...
“The electronic dictionary | have not only has millions and millions of definitions, but
also has recordings of native speakers saying the words.”
s onaT .
e although...(still)... ‘
“Although Van Gogh’s painting Sunflowers is much more famous, | still prefer Crows

over Cornfields because...”
“I prefer Van Gogh's Crows over Cornfields although Sunflowers is much more famous.”

e despite...(still)...
“Despite buses in Beijing always being crowded, they're still the cheapest and most
convenient way to travel.”

e even though...
“Even though it has caused many problems, the invention of gunpowder is extremely
important historically.”

e apart from...
“Apart from the very low battery power, my new mobile phone is excellent.”

in addition to, besides 11 as well as X =AM 4E1E RE 5 5hiAAY -ing &
RNiEH.
Sehyr RREIEIE, 7EHEIE although F1 but AEEHBLE R —ANF i,
HEH, “Although the phone is good, but it is too expensive.” X/4~HF&
HIRM,

Exercise 23.8: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate linking phrases to complete the sentences.

1. My family’s photographs of me as a child are really embarrassing. do |
have a weird hairstyle in many of them, I'm often naked!
A. As well as, also B. Not only, but also C. Apart from, also
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2. Titanic was a big movie in Hollywood, | thought it was pretty terrible.
A. Despite B. Apart from C. Even though

3. I really think nuclear power plants are a bad invention — being extremely
dangerous, they pollute the environment.
A. besides, also B. despite, still C. although, still

4. the prints of Marilyn Monroe are some of the most famous pictures in the
world, a lot of people don't know the artist who created them — Andy Warhol.
A. Despite B. Apart from C. Although

5. a few small scratches and marks, our dining table still looks brand-new.
A. In addition to B. Apart from ' C. Although

6. having lots of useful vocabulary and grammar, a good English textbook
should also have interesting exercises and fun games.
A. As well as B. Not only C. Even though

7. their high cost, the last pair of shoes | bought were not good quality; they
broke within the first two months.
A. Although B. Even though C. Despite

8. Netball is a fantastic sport. being a great way to exercise, it's
a good way to learn how to be part of a team.
A. Not only, also B. In addition to, also C. Despite, also

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Comparatives & Comparative Structures

BAES R 3 ILRBM LIRS

LEFRA1F — T 1 B 2% A Sophiasz anfal i A LA B FNELEL 54 1Y
...Despite being slightly more expensive than a landline, mobile phones are so
useful and convenient that many people simply couldn’t do without one...

When evaluating an object, you should use comparatives and comparative structures to
compare the object to others.
Comparatives
As you may remember from previous lessons, when we want to make a comparative we
add an “-er” or “-ier” to the end of the adjective, or we add “more” before the adjective.
e We add “-er” to adjectives that are one syllable long.

e With adjectives that finish in “-y” and are two or more syllables long, we add “-ier”.
e We put the word “more” before adjectives that are two or more syllables long.

Look at the table to refresh your memory:
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Short Adjectives -y Adjectives Long Adjectives
cheap cheaper expensive more expensive
large larger comfortable more comfortable
fast faster fashionable more fashionable
low lower environmentally more environmen-
sio siow friendly tally friendly
. . A
@‘g»; THIFE AR LR R TR LAY,
A\ 3
A Adjective Comparative
good better
bad
fun more fun
e
Comparative structures
e Xis COMPARATIVE than Y
“Buses are slower than taxis.”
e X is COMPARATIVE than + time in the past
“Mobile phones are smaller and more advanced than 10 years ago.”
=~ ; ™
f@@ MBIRABLL Bk FROE S BRI A, (R ABEEE LLRGET N much 5
4 far HI7], tban.

“Buses are much slower than taxis.”

“Buses are far slower than taxis.”

“Mobile phones are much smaller and more advanced than 10 years ago.”
“Mobile phones are far smaller and more advanced than 10 years ago.”

e X +tobe + as adjective as +Y

“Watching TV is as enjoyable as going to a party.”

e X +tobe + not as adjective as +Y

“My hometown'’s traffic is not as crowded as Beijing’s.”

e X +to be + not as adjective as + time in the past
“Movies are not as interesting to watch as they were when [ was a child.”

216
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Exercise 23.9: Sentence Completion

Complete the sentences below by writing the correct comparative forms of the words in

brackets.

1. The toy my father gave me was (important) to me than the other presents
| received because he chose it himself.

2. Though Chinese goods are (not reliable) as Japanese goods, | think it's
important for Chinese people to buy Chinese goods.

3. | like my old cell phone, although it's (not advanced) more modern
phones.

4. |think Chinese art is much striking and innovative than 10 years ago.

5. Although Jackie Chan’s movies are (not enlightening) many other movies,
| think they are much more enjoyable.

6. Buying my own apartment one day is (equally important) to me

having my own child.

7. For me, going to look at Turner’s paintings is (pleasant) than spending
time with family and friends.

8. My last coat was (warm) and (colourful) the

one | wear now.

THE FORMULA

For STAGE 4 of an object monologue, you must:
Say why it is important and how you feel about it.

Language Steps

1.

. Use the second and third conditionals for expressing the importance of objects correctly.

Use words and phrases for attachment to objects accurately. (“The kite makes me feel
nostalgic about the fun | had with grandpa.”)

(“If | didn’t have my laptop, | wouldn’t be able to do all of my writing so easily.”)

. Use the present perfect for expressing the importance of objects accurately.

(“Computers have become essential to every business everywhere in the world.”)

MBA
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

LEFRATR 32 2] — Lo B B TNIL, ax seiaiCx TREIZZE R @mIEEE M, IR

B URER AT I AY B 227861

Native Speaker | Part of
Word Speech
trip noun
i, RE
in advance
b3
contact verb
BKR
bear verb
B, i
part with something
mFE, EHE
breeze noun
MR
nostalgic adjective
TRIBR
combination noun
BEW
inspire verb
B, WA

MBA

Definition

a short journey, where you
travel for a short time and
then return (Note: avoid the
common mistake “to trip” —
you should say “to have /
take a trip”.)

before a certain time, be-
fore you do something else

0

Ukl

Example Sentence

When | was at school we had a trip to France
for the day. But it wasn’t that exciting be-
cause we spent much more time on the mo-
torways and ferry travelling there than we did
in France.

On Friday nights you have to book in ad-
vance otherwise there’s no way you can get

- atable — there’s just too many people.

to communicate with some-
body using something, e.g.
a phone, letter etc (Note:
avoid the common mistake
“to connect with somebody”,
“to contact with somebody”.)

to accept, endure or tole-
rate something unpleasant

to give something to some-
body else or to lose some-
thing, especially when you
don't want to

a light and pleasant wind

feeling pleasure and maybe
slightly sad when thinking
about something that hap-
pened in the past

a mixture of two or more
things

to make somebody want to
do something and believe
that they can succeed at
doing it

When | went to America to study, my parents
got worried if | didn’t contact them once a
week to let them know how | was.

David and | broke up because | found out he
was seeing another girl when he was sup-
posed to be my boyfriend. After | found out, |
couldn’t bear to see him anymore.

My mother still has all my old baby clothes
because she says it will make her too upset
o part with them.

| love walking in the park when the weather’s
sunny and there's a gentle breeze.

| went back to my old kindergarten a few
days ago. | felt so nostalgic looking at our old
classrooms, thinking about all the fun we had
together and wondering what has happened
to all my classmates.

Though you might not expect it, the combina-
tion of orange and duck in one dish is really
delicious.

My school trip to France inspired me to start
learning French.
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b‘EJ],,k}ft,._,ﬁ‘ﬂgSophia, MikeFlJeantI & %% %,

...If | had to organise trips out with my friends a few days in advance or contact
friends who live far way by letter, life just wouldn't be as much fun. | think that
everyone has got used to simply picking up their mobile phone and communicating
immediately. As for me, | couldn’t bear to part with my mobile phone — it gives me
so much independence and freedom, and the games are great too!

...After that birthday, | used to go to the park with my dad every chance | got —
' when there was even a gentle breeze | would start asking him to take me there.
Some years later the kite got broken, | don't remember how. But | remember seeing
the broken kite and feeling really upset, like I'd lost a part of my childhood. Now,
whenever | see children flying kites at my local park, | always start feeling nostalgic,
and think about when | was young.
B8 ...For me, the combination of making viewers feel emotions with excellent
workmanship is sign of a truly great work of art. In fact, this statue has been famous
throughout history and has inspired many other artists and their works of art.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Words and Phrases for Attachment to Objects
BENEER | BENENNEE
1A 13 F — T B2 4 Sophiafl MikeZ 2nfal##id A O3 XM EZER,

...As for me, | couldn’t bear to part with my mobile phone — it gives me so much
independence and freedom, and the games are great too!
...Some years later the kite got broken, | don’t remember how. But | remember
seeing the broken kite and feeling really upset, like I'd lost a part of my childhood.
Now, whenever | see children flying kites at my local park, | always start feeling
nostalgic, and think aboutwhen | was young.

Notice that both Sophia and Mike use the above phrases to indicate why the object they
are describing is special or important to them. Let's look at some more useful words and
phrases for attachment to objects:

Adiect [ . | [
¢ nostalgic
e sentimental (about)
« homesick
e inspired
o intrigued
o fascinated
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e enthusiastic (about)
o delighted

e thrilled

o exhilarated

o relieved

e relaxed

Phrases for how an object makes you feel

220

MBA

o (it) makes me feel...

(it) makes me think of / about...
Whenever | (do something) | feel...
e (it) reminds me of...

| couldn’t bear to part with...

(it)’'s important to me because...
(it)’s indispensable to me because...

Look at the following examples of some of the above words and phrases for attachment

to objects:

“My new mobile phone, with all its gadgets, makes me feel delighted that my life is getting
better and better.”

“My car is important to me because without it | wouldn't be able to do my job.”

“I'm quite sentimental about my teddy bear because it reminds me of my happy childhood
in England.”

“Whenever | read a novel by Stephen King, / feel enthusiastic about writing something
myselif.”

Exercise 23.10; Gap Fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

inspired intrigued by nostalgic relaxed sentimental thrilled
1. 1like to sit in front of my TV and watch my favourite programmes while eating my dinner
or drinking tea; it makes me .
2. I'm quite about my father’s bike, which is why I've kept for so many years
even though it’s really old and actually not very nice to ride.
3. I am Cai Guogiang's works of art using stuffed wolves. Although they

are a bit strange, and I'm not sure if | understand them, these sculptures make me think
about many different things when | look at them.

4. Going home makes me feel because | always think of all the things that
my brother and | did together when we were growing up.

5. They say Christmas is all about giving, not receiving, and | couldn’t agree more. When |
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gave my daughter a doll last Christmas it was great to see how she was
to have her own little “person” to play with.

6. After | watched the movie Schindler’s List | was to try and make the world

a better place.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 The Second & Third Conditionals for Expressing the
Importance of Objects

BNEER 2 AE_ZHAME=L£GaEiYRNEE N
LB R — T .55 2 Sophiaf Al ¥ HO EL R,

...If | had to organise trips out with my friends a few days in advance or contact
friends who live far way by letter, life just wouldn’t be as much fun.

Notice that Sophia uses the second conditional to emphasise the importance of the

object she is describing. . - ~~m 0

second condiional &/ WA/ W L B
The structure of the second conditional is as follows:
o If + past verb, would(n't) + verb .
“If| didn’t have my laptop, | wouldn’t be able to study English online.”
“If my parents had a dishwasher, we wouldn’t need to spend so much time washing up.”
“If1 won the lottery, | would buy an enormous truck.”

e would(n’t) + verb + if + past verb
“I wouldn’t be able to study English online if| didn’t have my laptop.”
“My family wouldn’t need to spend so much time washing up .if my parents had a
dishwasher.”
“I would buy an enormous truck if | won the lottery.”

As you can see from these examples, the second conditional is used to talk about
present or future situations that are very unlikely or impossible to happen. So, you can use
the second conditional to talk about what your life would be like if you had or didn’t have the
object you are talking about.

@ 2 5 — g (A TR RO IRIE BT be ZHIRRORHE, ARIEERMISCEBN, i1
£ be zhifAldk 5L were, EbZm, “If | were richer, | would buy a boat.” %R,
FEAiEH, KBHFIERIEEFRMEH was 1 were,

A
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You can also use the third conditional to explain why a certain object is important. Let's

look at how the third conditional is constructed:

e If + had(n't) + past participle, would(n’t) have + past participle
“If computers hadn't been invented, the world economy wouldn’t have developed so
quickly in the last 30 years.”
“If1 had seenthe movie on my own, | would’ve beenreally scared.”

e would(n't) have + past participle + if + had(n’t) + past participle
“The world economy wouldn’t have developed so quickly in the last 30 years if
computers hadn’t been invented.”
“I would’ve beenreally scared ifl had seenthe movie on my own.”

Notice from the above examples that the third conditional is used to talk about:
1. Things that did not happen in the past

2. Things that might not have happened — this explains why they happened

Notice also in the examples that to make Type 2 sentences (about situations that did not

happen in the past), you must have “not” (or a negative) in both halves (clauses) of the third
conditional.

Exercise 23.11: Sentence Completion
S it

Complete the sentences below by writing the correct second conditional forms of the words

222
MBA

in brackets.

1. If the movie Dirty Harry (make) now, it (not be) as good as
the original with Clint Eastwood. .

2.1 (play) basketball every single day of the week if | (have)
enough time.

3.1 (to be) extremely upset if all my old family photographs (to
be lost).

Thid -

Complete the sentences below by writing the correct third conditional forms of the words in

brackets.

4. If my parents (not buy) me that penknife for Christmas, | (to
be) really disappointed.

5. Damien Hurst (not become) a famous artist if he (not
make) a controversial work of art using a dead cow.

6. If the Harry Potter movies (to be made) using American actors, they

(not to be) so enjoyable to watch.
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 The Present Perfect for Expressing the Importance of
Objects | BRIEE & 3 AREERHNERYRNEEE

LA 1R FE — T T 2% A= SophiafiJean & an{r] £ i BLIE 52 BT iR 42 in FI B HERY
m ...l think that everyone has got used to simply picking up their mobile phone and
communicating immediately...

...In fact, this statue has been famous throughout history and has inspired many
other artists and their works of art.

As you can see from the above extracts, Sophia and Jean use the present perfect to
explain why their objects are important or special.

As you will probably remember from previous lessons, the present perfect is constructed
like this:
e have / has + past participle
We use the present perfect to talk about recent changes (“Computers have become
essential to business...”), for things that happened in the past that are connected with
the present (“The government has greatly developed the subway system...”) or for
experiences (‘| have watched every movie by Zhang Yimou...”).

IAE 52 Bt A ATELE finished-time words 52, Ek#n yesterday, last week,
two years ago, in 2008 % %. & R & #1 unfinished-time words & A, tk 4n
today, this week, this year, recently %% .

Exercise 23.12: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate forms of the present perfect from the choices below to complete the

sentences.

1. My cell phone is such good quality that | the same phone for about 10
years now.
A. have have B. have had C. had had

2. The old vase my family has had for years quite valuable — though we
wouldn’t want to sell it.
A. has become B. has became C. has becomed

3. Nuclear power make the environment much cleaner.
A. have helped B. had helped C. has helped

4. | the first suit | bought for many years and it still looks brand-new!
A. have weared B. have wore C. have worn

223
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5.

| many times by people for the wooden truck | made when | was a
teenager.

A. have been complimented B. have be complimented C. have be compliment

I thousands of words using a computer that would have taken me much
longer if | had had to write them by hand.

A. have write B. have written C. have wrote

ANSWER ORDER | & 55 &2

Remind yourself of the answer order you should use when giving a monologue about an

object.

e Stage 1: Say what it is and why you have it.

e Stage 2: Say what its purpose is.

e Stage 3: Evaluate it.

e Stage 4: Say why it is important and how you feel about it.

Exercise 23.13: Ordering

Using the answer order above, put the following extracts from a model answer into the

correct order.

OmTmoN® >
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Cable cars are used very rarely in cities, but...

| think it'd be great if every city had cable cars, just like Chongqing.

Not only are cable cars environmentally friendly, but they are extremely cheap...
Interviewer: Talk about a form of transport you use.

When | was living in Chonggqing, | used a cable car every day...

If Chongqing didn’t have cable cars...

I’'m going to talk about cable cars...

' For more practlce, pleasego fo: www. EQEnghshcom Sy
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Formula 24: Past Event Monologue

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for giving a monologue about a past event.
Typical IELTS Part Two questions about a past event are:

e Talk about a party you attended.

e Talk about a stage in your life that you enjoyed most.

e Talk about a sports event you attended.

e Talk about a journey you have been on.

¢ Talk about a story you heard as a child.

¢ Talk about a time when you were late for something.

¢ Talk about something you did that helped you learn a language.

ANSWER ORDER [ & 55 = g%

To give a good monologue about a past event, you should use the following native
speaker answer order.

e Stage 1: Say what it was and when it happened.

e Stage 2: Say why it happened, where it happened and who was there.

e Stage 3: Say what happened.

¢ Stage 4: Say why the event was special and how you feel / felt about it.

MODEL ANSWER [l & 2354
[%)ie 7 FB2% H= SophiafI &2 % & %,

Talk about a story you heard as a child.
SeleEl) Say what it was and when it happened.
| want to talk about a story called “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”. When | was a
child, my mother always used to read me bedtime stories to help me get to
sleep. My mother would lie next to me on the bed and read a different story
every night. When she was reading, | would often lay my head on her chest
and listen to the voices she made for the different characters in the stories.
The story | remember best is “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”.
Say why it happened, where it happened and who was there.
In the story there was a boy who was a shepherd. His job was to look after his
father's sheep in the fields outside his village, but he found it very boring to be
by himself all day.

Part Two £ Z#34 "
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Say what happened.

Stage 4

Once, he decided to play a trick on his fellow villagers. He ran into the village
shouting “Wolf! Wolf! There’s a wolf killing my sheep!” Immediately, all the
villagers stopped working and ran to the field to help protect the sheep. When
they found there was no wolf, the boy laughed at them. Another day, the boy
played the same trick on the villagers and again laughed at them when they
came running into the field looking for a wolf. One day, a real wolf did get into
his field and start attacking his sheep. Again, the boy ran into village shouting
“Wolf! Wolf! There's a wolf killing my sheep!” But to his surprise nobody
believed him and all his sheep got killed.

Say why the event was special and how you feel / felt about it.

The moral of this story is that you shouldn’t lie otherwise people won't believe
you — even when you are speaking the truth. | liked this story as a child and
I think it has a good message. | will definitely read this story to my children in
the future.

THE FORMULA

For STAGE 1 of a past event monologue, you must:
Say what it was and when it happened.

Language Steps

1. Use words & phrases for events accurately. (“It was a great family holiday in the
German countryside.”)

2. Use prepositions of time and time phrases correctly. (“/n 1989..." / “Quite a
while ago | went to a great party..."”)

3. Use the past continuous & past simple and past perfect & past simple for setting
the scene correctly. (“I had been at university for a couple of years, so | decided
to have a huge party...”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS

XL T B R RFAERE A A, R A

LEFRATde 2 2] — Ee 3B BHE IR,

Bh VRER AR T T AY & S a6,

Native Speaker Part of
Word Speech
used to
TEREE

get to sleep
bedtime noun
AR E], B A i)
character houn
A, At
S-a-side adjective
5 A HIRy
secondary school noun
i
affect verb
A0t

MODEL ANSWERS

)35 ik BB 2% 4 Sophia, MikefiJeanfy: %

Definition

to say that something always
happened or was true in the
past (especially if this is not
true now)

to fall asleep, to go to sleep
(especially if it is a little difficult
to fall asleep)

the time when you usually go to
sleep (especially for children)

a person in a film, story or play

to describe the size of a sports
team, where usually the team
has more members; also 7-a-
side, 3-a-side etc

UK: secondary school vs. US:
high school, the type of school
for students aged 11-16 or
11-18

to influence, alter, change

|=|/1€o

Talk about a story you heard as a child.
| want to talk about a story called “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”. When | was a
child, my mother always used to read me bedtime stories to help me get to

sleep. My mother would lie next to me on the bed and read a different story

Part Two 88 —#34

Example Sentence

| used to go running every few days
to keep fit, but nowadays | hardly do
anything; 'm getting fatter and fatter.

| couldn’t get to sleep for a long time
last night; | was too worried about
today’s exam.

Now listen to your mother: bedtime
was an hour ago and you've got
school tomorrow. It's time to go to
sleep.

I'm bored of watching Ben Stiller
films; he always plays the same type
of character — a nice, ordinary guy
who is really unlucky or who experi-
ences strange things.

I'm really tired after playing 5-a-side
football all day — you need so much
energy to run all over the pitch for so
long.

Lots of people love their time at
secondary school. God knows why; |
hated every minute of it and couldn’t
wait to go to university.

Lucy hasn’t been doing very well at
university since she broke up with
her boyfriend. It's really affected her
grades.

every night. When she was reading, | would often lay my head on her chest
and listen to the voices she made for the different characters in the stories.

MBA
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The story | remember best is “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”...
Talk about a sports event you attended.

I'd like to tell you about a football competition | participated in. It was a 5-a-side
football competition held when | was working for my last company, about four
years ago...

Talk about a time when you were late.

I'd like to talk about the time that | was late for an exam. It was in my last year
at secondary school, when | was taking my final exams. Obviously, these
exams were very important, as they affected what university | would be able to
go to after school...

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Words & Phrases for Events
BNES A 1 ERE4iRNEE
kAR F— T B 2% £ Sophia, MikefilJean 8 T WBLERNE sk itk — k5 E,

I want to talk about a story called “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”. When | was a child,
my mother always used to read me bedlime stories to help me get to sleep...

I'd like to tell you about a football competition | participated in. It was a 5-a-side
football competition held when | was working for my last company, about four
years ago...

I'd like to talk about the time that | was late for an exam...

Obviously, the first thing you should do when beginning your monologue about a past
event is to say what type of event it was. Look at the following words and phrases:

Stories Competitions / Sports Learning a Language Journeys
children’s story sports match class school trip
bedtime story boxing match activity educational trip
novel sports competition exercise road trip
poem athletics competition role-play day trip
play chess competition summer camp holiday / vacation
film speech contest English corner family holiday
opera the Olymbic Games a friendly game tour
fable the Asian Games class discussion romantic weekend away
fairy tale debate
legend

228
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Party TV
birthday party TV programme
housewarming party TV drama
hen party TV show
stag party soap opera
wedding reception documentary
ball comedy

As well as the above, you can also use the following phrases to say what the event was:
e the time (that/ when) + did something

“...the time when | saw an interesting story on TV...”

“...the time that my friends and | went on a day trip...”

“...the time | went to the Houston Rockets...”

e the first time + did something
“...the first time | learned to ride a bike..."
“...the first time | played chess...”
“...the first time | flew in a plane...”

Exercise 24.1: Gap Fill

Write the words below in the correct spaces.

fairy tale legend poems road trip role play
speech contest romantic weekend away  the firsttime  the time when

1. 1 would like to talk about | went abroad. My boyfriend and | went to Rome
for a and he proposed to me. Since then, we've had many such short trips.

2. | want to tell you about the of King Arthur. It's a very old story, though it's
probably not true.

3. I'd like to speak about | ride my motorcycle for hundreds of kilometres

around Inner Mongolia. It was a fantastic .
4. One thing that really helped me to learn Spanish was the time that | competed in a

Spanish . As well as giving a long talk, we also had to recite famous
and actin a with the other contestants.
5. The story | really like is the “Cinderella”, which is about the girl with two

ugly sisters who marries a prince.
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 Prepositions of Time & Time Phrases
EAEE A 2 ShtE N G R R/ 1A

LERATRE — T 24 Sophia, Mikef1Jean & an{al R i (@] 1,

o

| want to talk about a story called “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”. When | was a

child...
...It was a 5-a-side football competition held when | was working for my last

2N H

company; about four years ago...
I'd like to talk about the time that | was late for an exam. It was in my last year
at secondary school, when | was taking my final exams...

As you can see from the above model answer extracts, it's important to use prepositions
of time or time phrases in your monologue to explain when the past event happened like
a native speaker. First, remind yourself of the following essential prepositions of time for
specific times:

o last (weeks, weekends, months, years, festivals)

“...last weekend..."
“...lastmonth...”

e in (months, seasons, years, long periods of time)
“...in December...”
“...in1979..

e on (days, special days)
“...on the 5th of November 2005...”
“...on my parents’ 25th wedding anniversary...”

o at (specific times, noons, midnights, festivals)
“...atnoon on my birthday...”
“...at Christmas...”

e during (months, seasons, long festivals, long periods of time)
“...during the Spring Festival...”
“...during the spring...”

You can also use the following phrases for unspecific times:

e around / about (times, months, occasions, festivals, special days)
“...around Christmas...”
“About my 10th birthday...”

e ONnce
“Once | went on a school trip.”
“| attended a strange party once.”
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e one day
“One day | watched a football match with my cousin.”
“One day 1 took a bus into the countryside.”

e afew years ago
“A few years ago, | was late for work.”
“| was late for work a few years ago.”

¢ quite a while ago / some time ago
“| started going to English corners quite a while ago.”
“Some time ago a friend gave me this piece of advice...

e when
“When | was a child...”
“| went on a trip when | was at university.”

@’& KA AT LAAE before 2 b Fnbd B 4515 & Askfd d Xk £ T HFEE, &
7 RERRER I EN R AT R b HEHE 24T, BB “It happened a few
years before.” RYULERAETRI., REi%1E “It happened a few years ago.”

#®2& “It happened a few years before | went to university.”

N\

Exercise 24.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate prepositions of time or time phrases to complete the sentences.

1. | was studying at school...

A. During B.In C. When
2. |think it was my 8th birthday that my family...

A. at B. on C. when
3. August 2008 | bought tickets for the Olympics...

A. In B. At C.On
4. |travelled by myself years ago.

A. some time B. a few C. about
5. My friends and | saw the TV show the summer vacation.

A. during B. about C.on
6. | remember the match very clearly; it only happened week!

A.in B. during C. last
7. | was late for my dentist appointment...

A. Some time B. During C. Once
8. The appointment was 3:35 p.m.

A.on B. at C. about
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9. | graduated from university , SO | haven'’t had classes or exams recently.
A. quite a while ago B. some time C. one day
10. | was at work when my boss came and told me...
A. one day B. some time C. quite a while
11. | caught the plane home Easter, so all the family were together.
A.on B.in C. around

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Past Continuous & Past Simple and Past Perfect &
Past Simple for Setting a Scene

BAEER 3 B RAITR— T X i RIS K 52 A A AT —
Rt EEHEES =

LEFA TR B — T #: B % 4:Sophia, MikefJeani anfiliZ &% A9,

GRS} ..My mother would lie next to me on the bed and read a different story every
night. When she was reading, | would often lay my head on her chest and listen
to the voices she made for the different characters in the stories...

...It was a 5-a-side football competition held when | was working for my last
company, about four years ago...

I'd like to talk about the time that | was late for an exam. It was in my last year at
secondary school, when | was taking my final exams...

Notice that in the above model answers, the candidates all “set a scene” of their
monologues by using the past continuous and past simple to help them say when the event
occurred.

Past continuous & past simple
When using the past continuous and past simple, the “shorter” past simple event
happened during the “longer” past continuous (was / were + verb-ing) action.
Let's look at the two structures of the past continuous and past simple again:
o (while / when) + was / were + verb-ing (when) past verb
“While | when | was studying at university, | heard an interesting story.”
“| was studying at university when | heard an interesting story.”

e past verb (while / when) + was / were + verb-ing
“I heard an interesting story while / when | was studying at university.”
“I wrote this letter while | was travelling back to my university.”

Past perfect & past simple
You can also use the past perfect and past simple to “set a scene” of your monologue.
The past perfect (had + past participle) action happened before the past simple action.
The two structures for the past perfect and past simple are:
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e had (already) + past participle + past verb
“l had studied at university for a few months before my teacher told me..."
“Because | had already performed really well on the school sports day, the headmaster
made me attend another competition.”

e past verb + had + past participle
“My teacher told me something really important after | had studied at university for a
few months.”
“The headmaster made me attend another competition because | had already
performed really well on school sports day.”

Exercise 24.3: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate forms of the past continuous & past simple or past perfect & past
simple to complete the sentences.

1. My friends and | football in the street when a car up and
squashed the ball.
A. were playing, driving B. were playing, drove C. played, drove
2.1 _ to listen to BBC programmes when | for my university
entrance exams.
A. started, was studying B. was starting, studied C. had started, was studying
3. While | in Japan, | to take a trip to Tokyo.
A. had travelled, was deciding B. was travelling, decided C. travelled, was deciding
4, | ' quite a few parties in my house so | it was only fair that
someone else have a party.
A. have had, thought B. was having, think C. had had, thought
5. lonly | didn’t have my wallet after we for about 30 miles.
A. realised, had travelled B. had realised, travelled C. realised, were travelling

THE FORMULA

For STAGE 2 of a past event monologue, you must:
Say why it happened, where it happened and who was there.

MBA
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Language Steps

1. Use the passive voice for location or cause of event accurately. (“The party was
held in a restaurant.”)

2. Use prepositions of location correctly. (“She lived above a Chinese restaurant.” /
“There were many trees along the river bank.”)

3. Use relationship, occupation and group words accurately. (“My uncle, who lived
in Tianjin, was an engineer.”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS || FiE& £HE kL

LEFA RS2 — S S ERIE AL, X SRl F B A AR AR A M, I ERERH:
Bh VRER TS TR B R TE B

Native Speaker Part of L
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
a person responsible for | think it must be quite nice to be a shep-
shepherd noun taking care of sheep herd as you have no stress or anything
HEA to worry about, just sit in fields all day
with your sheep.
find to think, feel a certain way ! find Ben really boring; all he does is
e verb about something or some- talk about himself and his car.
nE
body
everywhere in a particular My husband Lee is so messy; when-
all over somewhere place ever | come home | always find his dirty
BAHME, ENELE clothes, plates and cups all over the liv-
ing room, kitchen and bedroom.
high-level, high-ranking We are only low level staff, the decision
senior adiective about who will be the next CEO of the
F-$4d:0) ! company will be made by senior man-
agement.
saying that somebody is Although it was really hot on the beach |
out of shape unfit, not in a good physical didn't feel comfortable taking my T-shirt
EEY, TEY condition off like the other guys because I'm so
out of shape.
the player in certain sports Stephanie never agreed to be the goal-
goalkeeper noun who protects the goal for keeper in hockey because she was too
IR their team scared of getting hit by the ball or other
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Nativsv ‘g‘,'%eaker ggéteg; Example Sentence

loads noun (informal) a lot, very many, | love you loads. / | can't come to the
&, RE very much party; I've got loads of work to do.

revise to study something again in It's not surprising that Bob didn’t do well

g5 verb preparation for an exam in the history exam; he didn't revise at

all.

(informal) spending the | must go to sleep early tonight; I'm ex-
all-nighter whole night studying, either hausted after doing an all-nighter last
(FEXZ) BHES noun writing homework or prepar- night.
ing for an exam

to study very hard and learn Most students in China have a habit

cram many things in a very short of trying to cram before their exams,
FEREEE, EEtiE verb period of time, usually be- though this isn't a very effective way to
#hE fore an exam study.

MODEL ANSWERS || & 23541

25 4fk B2 4 Sophia, MikeflJeanfu &% &%,

...In the story there was a boy who was a shepherd. His job was to look after his
father’s sheep in the fields outside his village, but he found it very boring to be by

himself all day...
...The competition was organised by a national football association, and teams
from all over the country came to my hometown to compete. The other members

of our team were all my colleagues, who either worked in different departments to
me or were more senior managers than | was. Most of us were quite out of shape,
and a few players were getting a little bit too old to play competitive football. Our
main concern though was our goalkeeper, Mark, who was absolutely awful!...

...There were loads of exams and | had been revising really hard in preparation
for them, especially my English exam. | had studied so hard that | got more and
more tired as time went by. Then, the night before my English exam, | did an all-

nighter to try and cram as much as | could...

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Passive Voice for Location or Cause of Events

BOEE R 1 BRNESHEASEHR R asiERE
LBAAC T — T A0 0 A e 2 2 3 25 R ST

In his model answer, Mike says: “...The competition was organised by a national football

association...”
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When talking about a past event, native speakers will often use the passive voice to say
why or where an event occurred in the past.

You may remember the passive voice from previous lessons, but remind yourself of its
structure:
e subject + to be + past participle (by + agent)
“l was given a present for my 8th birthday.”
“The party was held in an office.”
“I was told the story by my teacher.”
“The competition was organised by my school.”
“I was taken to the swimming pool by my father.”

Exercise 24.4: Sentence Completion

Complete the sentences below by writing the correct passive forms of the words in brackets.

1. Our basketball matches (play) at the local park.

2.1 (invite) to the party my sister-in-law.

3. Lots of stories (read) to me my grandparents.

4, | (promote) my boss, and as a result | became the
manager of my colleagues.

5. The English corners at university (teach) in a corner of the library.

6. We (take) to the cinema my aunt before she took us to
lunch in a really expensive restaurant. '

7. The Christmas tree (carry) into the living room and then my sister and |
spent ages decorating it.

8. Thankfully, my plane ticket to Japan (buy) for me my parents.

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Prepositions of Location | B 5 i& & = 2 Hi s /1 idl

LE A 15k B — T e B 2% A= SophiafiMike 2 finfal {3 b &S 41716,

...His job was to look after his father’s sheep in the fields outside his village, but
he found it very boring to be by himself all day...
...The other members of our team were all my colleagues, who either worked in
different departments to me or were more senior managers than | was...

Obviously, when you are talking about a past event, you need to say where it happened.
To do this well, you need to use prepositions of location correctly.

Remind yourself of these prepositions of location:
e in + enclosing or larger place
“...in the countryside...”
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“...in the middle of nowhere...”

e at + specific place or location
“...at the top of the mountain...
“...at the end of the street...”

e on + a surface or roads
“...on the fifth floor...”
“...on amain road...”

e over / above + a certain place or location
“...above a Japanese restaurant...”
“Every day the Chinese flag flies over Tian’anmen Square.”

e next to / beside / by + a certain place or location
“...by the seaside...”
“...next to the Bell Tower...”
“...beside Tianchi Lake...”

e opposite / across from + a certain place or location
“I work opposite my favourite restaurant.”
“The Forbidden City is just across from Tian’anmen Square.”

o between + two places or locations
“Suzhou, which is between Shanghai and Nanjing...”
“My house is between the mountains and the sea.”

e in front of + a certain place or location
“The Bund in Shanghai is just in front of the main historical buildings.”
“The Terracotta Warriors stand in front of Qin Shihuang’s tomb.”

o outside of (a town / city)
“The rowing events of the Olympics were held on the outside of Beijing.”

e near (o)
“Xishuangbanna, which is very near to Laos...”
“New York City is near the sea.”

e far from
“I live far from the city centre.”
“Lhasa is extremely far from Zhejiang Province.”
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Exercise 24.5: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate prepositions of location from the choices below to complete the

sentences.

1. | was sitting the living room when my mother told me a great documentary
was going to be TV.
A. at, on B. in, at C. in, on

2. Aninteresting story | heard as a child was about Yu Gong (F2%), who lived a
mountain.
A. outside B. beside C. inside

3. | was later for the meeting than anyone else because | lived so the office.
Ben’s house, on the other hand, is just where we work.
A. far from, opposite B. outside of, near to C. above, in front of

4. 1once went to a fantastic party the beach.
A.on B.in C. over

5. The basketball tickets my brother bought were fantastic; there was only a few metres

our seats and the basketball players.

A. outside of B. in front of C. between

A great journey | had a few years ago was when my wife and | flew in a helicopter
the Grand Canyon in the USA.

A. over B. under C. in front of

I remember having my photograph taken the Great Wall when a bird
landed on my head.

A. outside B. far from C. in front of

Last year | went to Yunnan and visited the Stone Forest just Kunming.

A. next to B. outside of C. between

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Relationship, Occupation and Group Words

B2ES R 3 MRXR, AR RE

LEFARE — T HE B 2% 4 SophiafiMike & anfifiiiR o< Z . B AR ABERY,

...In the story there was a boy who was a shepherd. His job was to look after his

father's sheep in the fields outside his village, but he found it very boring to be by
himself all day...

...The other members of our team were all my colleagues, who either worked
in different departments to me or were more senior managers than | was...Our
main concern though was our goalkeeper, Mark, who was absolutely awful!...

Most past events native speakers talk about involve other people, as in the above model

answers. You should similarly use relationship, occupation and group words to describe the
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people involved.

We've already looked at some words of relatives, occupations and social positions
(Person Monologue Stage 1, Language Step 1). The following table contains a few of these
words to remind you, as well as words to describe groups of people.

Relatives Occupations Relationship Groups
grandparents accouﬁtant friend of a friend a crowd of people
aunt waiter / waitress ne);c—door neighbour loads of people
uncle musician colleague a big group of people

(sport) supporters
party-goers
a tour group
audience
guests
passengers

players

You can aiso use the following structure to introduce and describe the people in your
past event monologue (for more information about relative clauses, see Person Monologue
Stage 1, Language Step 2).

e person + relative clause

“Susan, who was an accountant with HSBC, was waiting for me outside.”
“My grandfather, who was a very kind and gentle man, got so angry that he...”
“All of the party-goers who had been dancing all night decided to go to another bar.”

Exercise 24.6: Table Completion

Write the following words in the correct places in the table above.

friend of the family acguaintance spouse mother-in-law
nephew childhood friend distant relation

Now, think about who you are likely to talk about when you give a monologue about a
person. Write the appropriate relationship and occupation words for these people in the table
above until it is complete.

MBA
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Exercise 24.7: Rephrasing

Combine the following sentences. For each, write one sentence that combines both items of

information using a relative clause.

For example:

Many students had been studying hard. They all decided to have a party after their

exams.

All of the students who had been studying hard decided td have a party after their exams.

1. Simon gets carsick very easily. He felt very ill on the school bus one day.

2. Susan is very forgetful. She forgot her handbag.

3. Many tennis fans didn’t manage to buy tickets. They all watched the match on TV screens

outside.

4. Ralph was a friendly old man. He used to talk to me every day on my way home from

school.

5. Lots of passengers hadn’t bought a ticket. They were thrown off the bus.

4. Some members of the tour group were American. They didn’t understand what | said.

THE FORMULA

For STAGE 3 of a past event monologue, you must:
Say what happened.

Language Steps

1. Use direct and indirect speech accurately. (“He said | would never go to
university." | “She said "You are my best friend’.”)

2. Use the past simple with sequence markers correctly. (“My cousin went next
door to get the ball. Shortly afterwards he came running back...”)

3. Use the past continuous & past simple and the past perfect & past simple with
adverbs of surprise. (“While we were cycling along the road, suddenly a man
Jjumped out of the trees!”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS
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BOUREE M T TR 7651

Native Speaker| Part of
Word Speech
play a trick on
somebody
BFEFEA, BEER
intimidated adiactive
BB, BHEE !
draw
T RTRE noun / verb
manage
SR, B, & verb
faE
get sent off
WA T @‘%’
referee noun
#H¥
whistle noun
m]]

stream in / out /
through
N Y/ Fe

why / how / what /
when / who / where
on earth
BEAMTL I RRE
LHE BB A B
B4R/ REE
it/ REEE

give somebody a
look / get a look

BEAREE

MBA

Definition

to confuse somebody or cause
somebody a problem for one's
own amusement

feeling frightened or nervous
because you are not confident
in a situation

where two teams / players
have an equal score and so
both sides neither lose nor win

to succeed in doing someqtme
%Ieave a game /

tch because you have
behaved badly or broken the
rules

the person in charge of a game
who makes sure the rules are
followed

a small plastic or metal object
that you put in your mouth to
make a loud, high sound

to move continuously in one
direction

used when you are very sur-
prised, angry or confused
about something

to show somebody / receive a
disapproving or angry expres-
sion

UL AT FRIZiZE W AEIEE B A, HARE

Example Sentence

Every year, April 1st is a great day in our
office because everybody fries to play a
trick on each other.

Students of a new language often feel
intimidated speaking in front of their
classmates.

If there is a draw in the World Cup final,
the teams have to take part in a penalty
shoot-out to decide who wins the cup.

ortunately Shirley didn’t manage to
nough points in her exams to enter
Beijing University.

David Beckham is a very popular player
now, but after he got sent off in the 1998
World Cup lots of English football fans
were extremely angry with him.

Most football fans and players shout at
referees, but they're an essential part of
every match.

In tennis, the umpires don’t use whistles
when a problem happens, but just shout
or use their loud microphone.

When school finishes, you can see hun-
dreds of students streaming out of their
classrooms.

When | was young, | played with my
friends near the sea and got covered in
mud. | looked really strange so when |
got home my mother asked me where on
earth I'd been to.

At university there was a rugby party
where all the players dressed in women'’s
clothes. They got lots of looks from the
teachers and staff.

zﬁ
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5] 5% 9 M2 H: Sophia, MikeflJeanfgs ¥ %22,
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...In the story there was a boy who was a shepherd...Once, he decided to play a
trick on his fellow villagers. He ran into the village shouting “Wolf! Wolf! There’s
a wolf killing my sheep!” Immediately, all the villagers stopped working and ran to
the field to help protect the sheep. When they found there was no wolf, the boy
laughed at them. Another day, the boy played the same trick on the villagers and
again laughed at them when they came running into the field looking for a wolf.
One day, a real wolf did get into his field and start attacking his sheep. Again, the
boy ran into village shouting “Wolf! Wolf! There's a wolf killing my sheep!” But to
his surprise nobody believed him and all his sheep got killed...

...Two weeks before the competition we all started playing football and training
together, though not very seriously. On the day, we arrived at the football arena
quite early, and we all waited nervously for the matches to begin. Looking at
the other teams, we felt quite intimated because many of them looked much
younger and fitter than our team. Anyway we played our group matches, and did
surprisingly well; we managed to draw most matches and even won a couple. |
was also pleased because | had managed to score the most goals for our team —
usually | don't score at all because | play in defence. We got through to the next
round where we played a team that was very aggressive. The match was very
close but right at the end one of their players got sent off for fouling me. One of
my teammates passed me the ball then | ran to the other end and smashed it into
their goal — just before the referee blew the whistle!...

...| remember studying by myself in my bedroom and feeling exhausted. I'm
not really sure what happened next, but | must have fallen asleep when | was
studying because the next thing | knew it was the next day and the sunlight
was streaming through the window. Straight away, | started panicking as it felt
very late. Looking at my watch, | found that | was already 20 minutes late for
my exam! So without showering or changing my clothes | ran out of the house
and caught the bus to school. | think | was about 40 minutes late by the time |
entered the examination hall. As soon as my teacher saw me he asked what on
earth | thought | was doing. But he didn’t wait for an answer and just helped me
to find my seat. | got a few looks from my classmates, but of course nobody said
anything. | remember hurriedly opening my exam paper, taking a deep breath
and then writing as fast as | could...
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Direct & Indirect Speech
BaEs A 1 EESIEMEESE
LEF A 159 B — T HE B % 2 Sophiad 4 F & #25 | TE FLIRI S B0,

In her model answer, Sophia says: “...In the story there was a boy who was a
shepherd...He ran into the village shouting ‘Wolf! Wolf! There’s a wolf killing my sheep!’...”

There are two ways to report what somebody has said: direct speech and indirect
speech.

Direct speech

The above example is direct speech, as Sophia uses quotation marks to say what
another person said. (Obviously quotation marks can't be heard by the examiner during the
IELTS test, but you can still use this way to report speech.)

Other examples are:
“She always says: ‘Wear more clothes; don't catch a cold.”

“He said: ‘| really don’t like this party.
“} said: ‘I will not go home now.™

This is probably the easiest way to report what someone has said, because you do not
need to change the language used.

Indirect speech

When you do not use quotation marks and instead use what the person has said as part
of your own sentence, this is indirect speech. When using indirect speech, you usually have
to change the pronouns, time markers and the tense of all verbs in the sentence.

The tense should “go back” one tense further into the past, so that present simple
becomes past simple, past simple becomes past perfect etc.

Examples:

becomes “She said that she loved him.”
“| said: ‘I have never loved you.”” becomes “| said that | had never loved her.”

“She said: ‘I love you.

When reporting questions, “yes / no” questions should be changed using “if", while

questions that use question words such as “how”, “who”,
indirect speech.

why” etc should be included in the

Examples:

“| asked her: ‘Will you go?’” becomes ‘| asked her if she would go.”

“She asked him: ‘Why don't you love me?’” becomes “She asked him why he didn’t
love her.”
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Look at the following examples:

Direct Speech Indirect Speech

My mother said: “| won’t have time to read My mother said that she wouldn’'t have time
you a story.” to read me a story.

Our teacher said: “Stay together so you Our teacher told us to stay together so that

won't get lost.” we wouldn’t get lost.
She said: “John was hungry yesterday.” She said that John had been hungry the day
before.

He said: “Mary will go to New York tomorrow.” He said that Mary would go to New York the

next day.

She asked him: “Do you like ice cream?” She asked him if he liked ice cream.

The teacher asked: “Why didn’t you come to The teacher asked me why | hadn’t gone to
class today?” class that day.

FER#ES 15, 3)1A could, should, would, might, must, needn't, ought to,
used to AEELIERA.,

Exercise 24.8: Rephrasing

Rewrite the following sentences, changing them from direct to indirect spéech.

MBA
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1.

He said: “I'm Chinese.”

She said: “I'm not going to study next year.”

He asked me: “Can you come to my house tonight?”

She told him: “I don’t love you anymore.”

| said: “l won't be able to leave the party now.”

My dad said: “I went to Beijing many years ago.”

| asked Jack: “Where is Jill?”
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8. |said to my parents: “l can't tell you, it's a secret.”

- Partwo =% ||

9. He said: “| have never been to Tian’anmen Square.”

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Past Simple with Sequence Markers

IBEE R 2 BRRXRFH—EER

LA F — T HEE % 4 SophiafnJean 2 anfal i F S hrE iR — R ot 226 .

...In the story there was a boy who was a shepherd...He ran into the village

shouting “Wolf! Wolf! There’'s a wolf killing my sheep!” Immediately, all the
villagers stopped working and ran to the field to help protect the sheep. When

they found there was no wolf, the boy laughed at them...
...I remember studying by myself in my bedroom and feeling exhausted. I'm

not really sure what happened next, but | must have fallen asleep when | was
studying because the next thing | knew it was the next day and the sunlight was
streaming through the window. Straight away, | started panicking as it felt very
late. Looking at my watch, | found that | was already 20 minutes late for my
exam! So without showering or changing my clothes | ran out of the house and

caught the bus to school...

When describing a past event, you need to use the past simple accurately. You should
also use sequence markers to structure your monologue — this makes it clear what order
things happened in and also makes you sound much more like a native speaker.

Look at the following useful sequence markers:

to start with

at the beginning
at first

as soon as
immediately
straight away
by the time that
then

so

afterwards
following that
following on from that
after (that)

next
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e soon after / afterwards

e shortly after / afterwards

¢ in the end

e finally

Examples:

“To start with | felt very nervous but afier a few dances | relaxed and in the end had a

really great time.”

“As soon as we entered the stadium we realised we were very early.”
“| watched a documentary about wild animals a few years ago. Following that, | decided

not to eat meat anymore because | think it's cruel.”

(£ Exercise 24.9: Multiple Choice

MBA
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Choose the appropriate sequence markers from the choices below to complete the sentences.

| remember when | started learning Italian by using a CD. , | found it very
useful and 1 learnt a lot quickly. But , when | went to Italy and tried to speak
[talian, | had lots of problems and realised it wasn't a good way to learn a language.
A. To start with, as soon as B. At first, next C. At the beginning, finally
. The party started at 7 p.m., but | was really late. | got there, most of the
guests had already left.
A. By the time that B. As soon as C. Immediately
| got in a bus in Tokyo to go to Kyoto but leaving the bus station we
crashed into a car.
A. following that B. shortly after C. afterwards
. At school there was an organised trip to Tian’anmen Square. , we ate ice
cream and sang songs on the way home.
A. So B. Next C. Afterwards
| really loved the end of my high school, although there were lots of exams. ,
it was really hard work, | was tired all the time. | got used

to the excitement of the exams and rushing to write so much, and found that | actually
enjoyed the exams!

A. At the beginning, then, Following that

B. To start with, so, Then

C. At first, following that, In the end

In the story, Goldilocks eats the bears’ porridge. , she feels really tired and
sleeps in one of their beds. , the three bears come home and find her.

A. Soon afterwards, In the end

B. As soon as, Next

C. Following that, So
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LANGUAGE STEP 3 Past Continuous & Past Simple and Past Perfect &
Past Simple with Adverbs of Surprise

BAIEE R 3 RASIMNRARE R A T E#ETR—id &
B AR 3 25 5 A B 1 — i ot 5 et

LEBAISE F— T #E B 2% 4= Sophiafndeang fnifa i IE R ESMNIEIRTY,

..-Again, the boy ran into village shouting “Wolf! Wolf! There’s a wolf killing my
sheep!" But fo his surprise nobody believed him and all his sheep got killed. ..
...'m not really sure what happened next, but | must have fallen asleep when |
was studying because the next thing | knew it was the next day and the sunlight
was streaming through the window...

Notice that both Sophia and Jean use adverbs of surprise in their monologues. These
are very frequently used by native speakers when they talk about past events or stories as
they add interest and drama.

Look at the following highly useful adverbs of surprise:
e suddenly

¢ all of a sudden

e to (one’s) surprise

e out of the blue

e surprisingly

e unexpectedly

e unbelievably

e incredibly

¢ the next thing | knew

& I when 5% and then tHILTE ) T e MIRHE, S T4 suddenly,
a all of a sudden, to (one’s) surprise F out of the blue X LLi7iERI I ,

These phrases are commonly used in combination with the past continuous and past
simple or past perfect and past simple, as in the example below:

» with past continuous & past simple
“We were quietly walking along the road when suddenly a car crashed right in front of us.”
“| was sleeping in my parents’ car on the way to the airport and then the next thing |
knew we were flying in an aeroplane!”
“We were watching the basketball match on TV when the electricity unexpectedly
stopped.”
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“When we were learning the first conditional, the activity our English teacher made us
do was surprisingly enjoyable and useful.”

o With past perfect & past simple
“I had just sat down in the restaurant when all of a sudden a woman came to my table
and threw a glass of wine over me!”
“My girlfriend had told me that there was a probiem with our flat, and asked me to
come home quickly. /ncredibly, when | got home | found all my friends and family were
there, to give me a surprise birthday party!”
I had prepared for the presentation for a very long time and although | was nervous, it
went unbelievably weil.”
“My classmates and | hadn't prepared well for the exam and so were really worried.
Out of the blue, our teacher to/d us it was cancelled — it was such a relief!”
“We had asked our parents for a pet dog many, many times and they always said no.
Then one day, to our surprise they said yes!”

Exercise 24.10: Matching
Match sentence halves 1-9 with sentence halves A-l.

1

2
3
4.
5.
6
7
8
9

—TOQT"TMON® >

I had left my house just wearing shorts and a T-shirt when...

. My class was visiting an old castle together when...

I had volunteered to join a classroom activity and then...

| was trying to paint a picture — and not doing very well — when...

We had been told that it would take a long time to get through customs at the border...
| was delivering newspapers for my paper round when...

. We were watching the football match in the stadium when...
. We hadn’t seen my mother’s family for many years before that Spring Festival...

| didn’t want to watch this particular programme although my mother had told me to.

..but when we got there it was incredibly easy and straightforward.

..However, when | watched it | found it was unexpectedly fascinating.
..unbelievably our teacher started buying us all ice creams!

...out of the blue a footballer jumped off the pitch and into where we were standing!
...suddenly an enormous dog started chasing me!

...to my surprise my cat ran across the painting.

..But her family was surprisingly friendly and generous with us.

...all of a sudden it started to rain really heavily.

...the next thing | knew | was doing a role-play in front of everybody.
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THE FORMULA

For STAGE 4 of a past event monologue, you must:
Say why the event was special and how you feel / felt about it.

Language Steps

1. Use adjectives for describing events & adjectives of feeling well. (“This event
was important to me because it was such a crazy timel” / (“I feel very nostalgic
whenever | think of those times.”)

2. Use the third conditional & present perfect to express the importance of an
event accurately. (“/f | hadn’t had this experience | would never have had the
confidence to learn the language.”)

3. Use concluding phrases correctly. (*/ wish | hadn’t done it; | still feel stupid
whenever | think about it!”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS | #i& #i&1iC

LEFRAIR 2] — EEERE R, X RV T RIZ R UREAEFE A M, HEREHR
Bh VR EE fif T T RO E R TE B

Nativsv gl%eaker ggétega Example Sentence

the moral of an experi- Last week | shouted at my boyfriend for
ence or story refers to not phoning me or sending me a text
the moral of something what one learns from it message for ages. Eventually | realised
REENRE, BR about how to behave'  that my phone had no money on it. The
moral of that story is that | should check

the facts first before | blame somebody.

take part in something to join others in doing When | was young | was too shy and ner-

Bin, B85 an activity vous to take part in school plays.

very unpleasant, very | don't know why so many women ask
horrible bad men what they look like before they go

TR, BR adjective out; even if they look horrible the men will
always say they look good.
. it quite, extremely | have to say that last night's party was
+;; ﬂég adverb pretty boring. There were only a few inter-
? esting people there.
oo worried and nervous Before meeting a boy on a date | always feel
" ﬂa‘:‘; ;S%B(] adjective really anxious; | worry about my clothes, my
L

hair and whether he will like me.
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o Nativsvgr%eaker gg&gﬁ Example Sentence

extremely worried A few years ago | went out with my
friends but didn't take my mobile phone.
When | got home really late, | remember

worried sick my mum being really angry with me and
EHBLM saying that she had been worried sick —

she had even phoned all the local hospi-
tals to make sure | hadn’t been in an ac-
cident.

to think, to ask yourself Whenever | spend the night on my uncle's
questions about some- fishing boat, | always look at the stars

Vé);]di%r verb thing and wonder how big the universe is and
! whether there are different people on dif-
ferent planets.
punctual _ arriving or doing some- To make a good first imp_resgion, 'you
ABHEG adjective thing at the right time, should never be late for a job interview;
not late always be punctual.

MODEL ANSWERS | & X354

2135 e L % 4= Sophia, MikefnJeanfu& 2% %,
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...The moral of this story is that you shouldn’t lie otherwise people won't believe
you — even when you are speaking the truth. | liked this story as a child and |
think it has a good message. | will definitely read this story to my children in the
future.

...Although we lost the next match and so didn’t win any cups or anything, | was
really pleased with my performance. Besides, it was a really fun day for all of us.
I've always liked playing football, but that was probably the most enjoyable
football competition I've ever taken part in.

...Needless to say, this was a pretty horribie experience for me to go through.
Apart from feeling so anxious on the day of the exam, | was also worried sick
about what my result was going to be for weeks afterwards. In the end, my exam
result was much better than | had expected, although not great. | got into a good
university, but | always wonder what my life would have been like if | had done
better in the exam and gone to a better university. This event taught me the
importance of not being late — I've always been punctual ever since!
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Adjectives for Describing Events & Adjectives of Feeling
BAEE R | HAREANRE AR
LRI — THEHL % A MikeAldean F T WRLLY 28 i7lHHisk S (R 3L .

...I was really pleased with my performance. Besides, it was a really fun day for all
of us. I've always liked playing football, but that was probably the most enjoyable
football competition I've ever taken part in.

...Needless to say, this was a pretty horrible experience for me to go through. Apart
from feeling so anxious on the day of the exam, | was also worried sick about what
my result was going to be for weeks afterwards...

As you can see in Mike’s and Jean’'s model answers, you should use adjectives for
describing events in your monologue.

Here are some more adjectives for you to use:

Interesting Strange Surprising Good Bad
funny unusual émazing* inspiring™ horrible
amusing* bizarre astounding* life-changing terrible
interesting* weird astonishing* enjoyable awful
fascinating* mysterious awe-inspiring* wonderful depressing*
curious peculiar incredible fun uppleasant
stimulating™ random breathtaking refreshing™* frustrating*
thought-provoking crazy encouraging*® disappointing*
enlightening® wild moving* embarrassing*

In addition to describing what the past event was like, you shouid also talk about how
you felt. This makes your monologue more interesting to the examiner and explains why this
event was important to you.

Let’s look at some useful native speaker adjectives of feeling:
e embarrassed

e irate

incredulous

moved

pleased

delighted
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e thrilled

e over the moon
enthusiastic
reassured

o satisfied

Here are some examples using both kinds of adjectives:

“I felt extremely satisfied to see my paper be published in the school newspaper.”

“Although it was embarrassing at the time, when | think about it now | guess it's pretty
amusing.”

“l was really moved to visit a place with such an awe-inspiring history.”

Exercise 24.11: Table Completion
The above adjectives for describing events that are marked with * can all be changed into
adjectives of feeling. Complete the following table by changing the adjectives for describing
events into adjectives of feeling.

Adjectives for Describing Events Adjectives of Feeling

amazing
amusing
astonishing
astounding
awe-inspiring
depressing
disappointing
embarrassing
encouraging
enlightening
fascinating
frustrating
inspiring
interesting
moving
refreshing
stimulating

Have you noticed the pattern for changing adjectives for describing events into
adjectives of feeling? Think of some more adjectives that can describe events and feelings
and write them in the above table.
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 The Third Conditional & Present Perfect to Express

the Importance of an Event

HIRSEHNERE
LRV E — FIEE % A MikeFJean & A B (H T BHER,

...I've always liked playing football, but that was probably the most enjoyable
football competition I've ever taken partin...

... This event taught me the importance of not being late — /'ve always been punctual
ever since!

In your monologue about a past event you should also tell the examiner what you
learned from it or how it has affected your life. This is a great way of saying why the event
was important.

To do this, you can use either the third conditional or the present perfect.

The third conditional

We've already locked at the third conditional in previous lessons, but just remind
yourself of its structure before looking at some examples bellow.
e If + had(n’t) + past participle, would(n't) have + past participle
“If | hadn't participated in the speaking competition, | wouldn’t have had the confidence
to continue studying ltalian.”

e would(n't) have + past participle + if + had(n’t) + past participle
“| probably wouldn’t have chosen architecture for my major if our school hadn’t taken
us to St. Paul's Cathedral in London.”

The present perfect to express the importance of an event

To talk about the importance of a past event, you can use the present perfect in the
following ways:
» (event) was the superlative (type of event) | have ever past participle
“That match was the best match | have ever playedin.”
“This story was the most memorable tale | have ever heard.”

» since (event) | have (adverb of frequency) past participle
“Since | saw that TV programme, | have often thought about all the animals that
become extinct every year.”
“Since that party | have been much more interested in foreign cultures and customs.”
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Exercise 24.12: Sentence Completion
Complete the sentences below by writing the correct third conditional, superlative or passive
forms of the words in brackets.

1. Ifl (not be) late to work that day | possibly (to be) promoted.

2.1 (not take) up photography as a hobby if | (not travel)
through the Viethamese countryside.

3. Ifl (go) to a different university, I'm sure | (not make) such
good friends or (enjoy) myself so much.

4. 1 (keep) in contact with those old workmates if | (not lose)
that cell phone.

5. That class was (good) | (ever have).

6. Since my mother gave me this advice, | (always try) to pay more attention
to other people’s feelings.

7. That family day out was (exciting) day trip | (ever be) on.

8. Since that interview | (never arrive) late for anything — honestly!

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Concluding Phrases | EiEE & 3 5 FiE

LEFRA 13 F — T 1B %4 SophiafiJeang anfa 45 56 A9 A BRERHY.

...I liked this story as a child and | think it has a good message. | will definitely
read this story to my children in the future.
...This event taught me the importance of not being late — I've always been
punctual ever since!

When talking about a past event, native speakers will often use a concluding phrase to
sum up or conclude their monologue — you should too!

Here are our “top ten” concluding phrases:

e The (event) taught me that...
“Writing this letter and the effect it had on my friend taught me that making just small
signs that you care about someone can have a big impact on their life.”

« The (event) was important to / for me because...
“This trip was important to me because | learnt a lot about travelling alone and staying
safe.”

o Through this experience | learnt the importance of...
“Through this experience | learnt the importance of studying as well as | could, and not
being lazy.”
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o | will always remember...
“I will always remember that sunny afternoon in the park with my boyfriend.”

o | will never forget...
“I will never forget watching that crazy basketball match with my father.”

o Overall, it was a rewarding experience and | learned a lot.

e I'm glad | did it — it was a very (adjective) experience.
“I'm glad | did it — it was a very inspiring experience.”

o | would love to do it again if | had the chance.

o Although | enjoyed it at the time, | wouldn’t want to do it again because...
“Although | enjoyed it at the time, | wouldn’t want to do it again because | don’t think it
would be as much fun now that I'm older.”

e In the future | will...
“In the future | will try and share the same piece of advice with others.”

Exercise 24.13: Gap Fil

Write the concluding phrases below in the correct spaces.

this event taught me important for me | learnt the importance of
I will never forget in the future | will
a very stimulating experience | would love to do it again
[ wouldn't want to do it again rewarding experience and } learned a lot
1. mglad | did it — it was .
2. Through this experience not believing everything | am told.
3. make sure my children have the opportunity to do the same kind of things.
4. that everyone, even people younger than yourself, can give good advice —
you just have to listen.
5. my 10th birthday party.
6. Although | enjoyed it at the time, because looking back | guess it was quite
dangerous.
7. Overall, itwas a .
8. It was because it made me realise that people everywhere are basically
the same.
9. if | had the chance.
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ANSWER ORDER

Remind yourself of the answer order you should use when giving a monologue about a
past event.

e Stage 1: Say what it was and when it happened.

e Stage 2: Say why it happened, where it happened and who was there.
e Stage 3: Say what happened.

e Stage 4: Say why the event was special and how you feel / felt about it.

Exercise 24.14: Ordering

Using the answer order above, put the following extracts from a model answer into the
correct order.

A. I was out partying with my friends when....

B. On the whole, it was an enlightening experience, though I certainly wouldn't want to do
it again!

C. Then suddenly, | realised...

D. Interviewer: Tell me about a time you lost you something.

E. I got in a taxi and we started travelling on the way home...

F. I want to tell you about the time | lost my mobile phone.

| For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com %\3'
N
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Formula 25: Giving and Supporting Opinions

In the following lessons you'll learn how to give good discussion answers to IELTS Part
Three questions.

In this lesson you’ll master the Formula for Giving and Supporting Opinions. This is a
skill that you will need to use in all Part Three lessons. It is a basic native speaker discussion
skill.

RS S e] I 2 B DS = BB O LR, Ehgn:

* Do you think children should be made to wear a uniform to school?

* Do you believe it is acceptable that animals are used for cosmetics testing?

* Do you feel that city life is suitable for elderly people?

* What do you think about there being a single international language?

THE FORMULA

To give and support opinions, you should:

Answer Order Language Steps
® Introduce and state your opinions 1. Use native speaker opinion phrases.
clearly. (“l believe that...” | “I feel that...” |
® Support your opinions with reasons or “I' hold the opinion that...")
examples. 2. Use native speaker phrases for talking
about why you believe something.
("It is good for...” | “It is essential for...” |

‘It has a positive effect on...”)

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 1 § ZZi&E &L 1

LR FRATIARAE S — G BHERNL, X iR T R Z IR REEEE A, HH RS
B URER T T YA = VE B
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Native Speaker Definition

Word

Example Sentence

who somebody is, what makes
them different to other people

She reacted very angrily when | said
she should stop wearing a leather

'dg};'}ty noun jacket and changing the colour of her
hair to pink and green — she said these
were part of her identity.

the concept / idea of being one, There has been a great sense of unity
unity noun being a united group, being to- in the whole community after the ter-
g—, —¥® gether, being the same as others rible disaster.
in the same group
being arrogant, believing and He is incredibly snobbish. He thinks
snobbish adiective acting like you are better or su- he's better than his classmates just be-

B ! perior to others cause he has really expensive shoes
and fashionable jackets.

. to make fun of, to mock, to pick Sometimes kids can be quite cruel and

ridicule s . - ! .

W BE verb on, to criticise and make jokes ridicule their classmates and friends.
' about somebody
. to make fun of, to mock, to be The boys always picked on Mike be-
pick on ?
W BE nasty o someone unfairly cause he was smaller than any of the
’ other boys in the class.
. clothes made by famous, “high- He's a really rich man. He is always
designer clothes " ) A . . .
2R end” fashion designers; clothes wearing the latest designer ciothes
and shoes with famous “names” and likes to show off about it.
to treat somebody or a group of In recent years, there have been a lot
N . people differently (usually in a of new laws to stop black and Asian
discriminate (against) ) . Lo ]
verb worse way) for a superficial rea- people being discriminated against by
son such as the colour of their employers.
skin, sex, or age =
. . to be unsuitable or not correct for Most people would agree that it's inap-
Inappropriate adjective a particular person or situation ropriate to laugh, chat and smoke at
TEYY, A d P P prop gn.
a funeral.
having an attitude or behaviour | can’t stand Ben, he's such a patro-
of looking down on others, be- nising idiot; he talks to me as if | am
patronising adiective lieving others to be inferior or about ten years old and don't know
BSEAR ) .less worthy or less able to think anything!!

intelligently or make decisions of
their own

MODEL ANSWER 1

1% 9 JE. %% A= SophiafI & B & &,

Do you think that children should wear a uniform to school?
Yes, | think that children in middle school and high schoo! should wear a
uniform to school. | strongly believe that it is essential for giving children a
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sense of identity and unity. Young children can be very snobbish about fashion
and often ridicule and pick on children who don’t wear expensive or designer
clothes. If all school children have to wear a uniform, they will all look the same
‘and so poorer children won’t be discriminated against by the richer children.
What about in university? Should university students all wear a uniform?
Certainly not! We are all adults by the time we get to university, so | believe
that we should have the freedom to choose what we want to wear and when
we want to wear it. It would certainly be inappropriate to make university

students wear a uniform, and incredibly patronising too!

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 2

LEFRATA 2] — S E RHEAND, X EBRCR T RZ IR BB IREEE A, 3 AReisHs

BRI T IR B RIE B,
Native Speaker Part of S
Word Speech Definition Example Sentence
convinced adiective to be certain, sure Many people say that society is getting better
WiEw, RMEMN . and better, but I'm not convinced.
. special stress laid upon, When | was in school there was a strong em-
emphasis . ; 4
EiE, B noun or importance attached to phasis on academic success rather than on do-
' " something ing well in sports.
relating to schools, uni- Universities in the UK are investing milions of
academic versities, studying in gen- pounds in their science departments. But this
2R adjective eral rather than pracilcal is mainly so that they can make scientific dis-
things . coverles which they can sell, not just for purely
2 9(2) Jacademic reasons.
QQ the vanous bunldmg§ and The medical facilities at my local hospital are
) equipment available for fantastic; all of the beds are brand-new, the
facilities . e ; 3
e, 9% noun use at a certain place buildings are well-designed and the hospital has
' the latest machines for examining and testing
for cancer, heart disease and other problems.
to work together with The team did especially well in the conipetition
co-operate .
A, HME verb other people in a group because each member co-operated reaily well
! towards the same goal with the other members.
build (up) ity to develop; to make He's been building up his leadership skills since
#ar stronger (skills, abilities) becoming manager of the team.
to be responsible, men- Some people think that people under the age of
mature adlettive tally and emotionally de- 18 should be given the right to vote, but | don't
FLBEY jec veloped, to behave well  agree; at that age nobody is mature enough to
make such big decisions.
having or causing people The banking industry is highly competitive — ev-
competitive adiective to have a strong desire to eryone is constantly striving and competing to
BEM . compete with others do better than their co-workers so they can get

MBA

better promotions and raises.
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MODEL ANSWER 2 | &&=l 2
[ i BB 2 A= Mike I S % & 3k,

Do you think that young people should do more sport in schools today?

| certainly do. | think that young people today are getting quite lazy and this
is bad for their health. I'm convinced that schools put too much emphasis on
academic subjects, so | firmly believe that good sports classes and sports
facilities are very important.

Do you believe that children can learn a lot from team sports?

Yes, | do. Children need to learn to work in groups and co-operate as well as
build leadership skills. Sport is also good for children to learn to be competitive
in a mature manner. It's also very important that children keep fit and healthy.
For example, it's been proven that children who learn to play team sports grow
up to be more understanding and co-operative adults.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Giving and Supporting Opinions

BHES A | EREERROILA

To express your opinions like a native you must:
1. Intfroduce your opinions and give your opinions clearly.
2. Support your opinions with reasons or examples.

oL, 1EIAEE —THE %4 SophiafiMike IR % & %=,

Do you think that children should wear a uniform to school?

Yes, | think that children in middle school and high school should wear a
uniform to school. | strongly believe that it is essential for giving children a
sense of identity and unity. Young children can be very snobbish about fashion
and often ridicule and pick on children who don’t wear expensive or designer
clothes...

Do you believe that children can learn a lot from team sports?

Yes, | do. Children need to learn to work in groups and co-operate as well as
build leadership skills. Sport is also good for children to learn to be competitive
in a mature manner. It's also very important that children keep fit and healthy.
For example, it's been proven that children who learn to play team sports grow
up to be more understanding and co-operative adults.
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Giving and Supporting Opinions is a basic skill you'll need for any type of IELTS Part
Three answer. You should use this skill in every one of your EQ Part Three lessons and
consider it as a basic requirement for all native speaker discussions.

Notice how Sophia and Mike both follow their introduction of opinion with reasons and
examples. Sophia says that she believes that children in middle school and high school
should wear a school uniform because:

“...it is essential for giving children a sense of identity and unity.”

“...children can be very snobbish about fashion and often ridicule and pick on children

who don’t wear expensive or designer clothes.”

When asked whether university students should wear a uniform Sophia says that she
thinks they certainly should not and gives her reason:
“We are all adults...we should have the freedom to choose what we want to wear...”

Remember to state your opinion and then give a reason or example to back it up.
It's a simple formula:

e opinion

e reasons / examples

Exercise 25.1: Matching

Match sentence halves 1-6 (opinions) with sentence halves A-F (reasons / examples).

1. The law that people can’t steal is a good law...

2. Charities are really important in a society...

3. No, it's not necessary to give expensive gifts to people...

4. ltis very important that the government protect the environment more...

5. The Internet is a great educational tool because...

6. ltis important all children learn to read from a young age...

A. ...because we should help people who are less fortunate than ourselves.

B. ...it gives us instant access to a wealth of information.

C. ...because clean food and water are essential for the health and happiness of a nation.

D. ...for it is the thought and intention which carries more meaning than the price of a
present.

E. ...because in a competitive society a good education is vital if you want to get a good job.

F. ...because a society would not function properly if people stole other people’s possessions.
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LANGUAGE STEP 2 Introducing Opinions

BNES A 2 RIEW

LEFATE — T T B 2% & SophiafiMike 2 anfa 2654 B T AW 5 /Y
Sophia

|

nierviewer

Sophia

J31%
Do you think that children should wear a uniform to school?
Yes, | think that children in middle school and high school should wear a
uniform to school. | strongly believe that it is essential for giving children a
sense of identity and unity...
Interviewer

What about in university? Should university students all wear a uniform?
Mike

Certainly not! We are all adults by the time we get to university, so | believe
we want to wear it...

that we should have the freedom to choose what we want to wear and when

nterviewer

Mike

@
£
B B g

Do you think that young people should do more sport in schools today?

| certainly do. | think that young people today are getting quite lazy and this
is bad for their health. I'm convinced that schools put too much emphasis on
facilities are very important.

academic subjects, so [ firmly believe that good sports classes and sports

Do you believe that children can learn a lot from team sports?
Yes, | do. Children need to learn to work in groups and co-operate as well as
build leadership skills...
Notice how Sophia and Mike both use native speaker phrases to introduce their
opinions.
Expressing agreement or disagreement with the question
e Yes, | do.
e Sure.
o Certainly.
e Certainly not!
e Absolutely not!
e Not really.
°

I’m not sure | agree.

Infroducing opinion phrases

e | believe that... / | think that...

| don’t believe that... / | don’t think that
| really think that...
| strongly believe that...
| am of the opinion that...
e Forme...

The way | see it...
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e | am convinced that...

Examples:

“A: Do you think that vegetables are an important part of a diet?
B: Sure. I think that they give people a lot of vitamins.”

“A: Do you believe people should pay to enter public parks?
B: No, absolutely not! The way I see it, all public parks should be free for everyone.”

Exercise 25.2: Gap Fill

MBA

Wirite the words below in the correct spaces.

believe that certainly do convinced that don’t think
of the opinion not really strongly believe
1. | really people are happier if they live in a big house rather than a small
apartment. People need space to live in and space to think.
2.1 that people should buy products from their own countries as much as
possible, and not from outside.
3. I am it's very important to have good, friendly relationships with one’s
neighbours. It helps build community spirit and good feeling.
4. Yes, | 'l am firmly that older people should be taken care
of by their sons and daughters.
5 1 young people should be made to do chores in the household, because
they need to spend their free time working towards their exams.
6. . | think that animals have their rights too and shouldn’t be used in scientific

experiments.

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Supporting Your Opinions
%ﬁin —I;l-lu\ -LBL_1 E(]ilj‘luﬁ
LEFA 15 B — T 1 B % 4 Sophia R An{THRRE A+ 2 2k X A RAY .

... strongly believe that it js essential for giving children a sense of identity and
unity...

Supporting a positive opinion

Look at these other positive phrases to say why something is a good thing:
It's good for + verb-ing

It's essential for + verb-ing

e It's vital for + verb-ing

It's very important for / that + verb-ing

o People should all + verb
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e |t gives us the opportunity / freedom to + verb

¢ People should make an effort to + verb

Examples:

“I really think that people should all try and eat healthily.”

“A solid education is essential for finding a good job.”

“Better public transport gives us the opportunity to stop using private vehicles which hurt

the environment.”

Supporting a negative opinion

Look at how Sophia expresses why making students in university wear a uniform would

be bad:

It would certainly be inappropriate to make university students wear a uniform,
and incredibly patronising too!

Look at these other negative phrases to say why something is a bad thing:
¢ |t would be inappropriate to + verb / for + noun
It could have a bad effect on...

¢ |t's not good for society if people...
e It's unfair to + verb / somebody...
¢ It's not necessary to + verb

It's unethical to + verb

¢ It's unreasonable to + verb
Examples:
“'m convinced that it would be inappropriate to make children under the age of 12 work

for a living.”

“| feel that it's unfair to deny people healthcare just because they are poor.”
“For me, it’'s not necessary to make education free because it's already extremely

cheap.”

Exercise 25.3: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate phrases from the choices below to complete the sentences.

MBA
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1.

make an effort to learn other languages because that is what enables
countries to communicate openly.
A. People should all B. it gives us the opportunity to C. It's unreasonable to
Smoking should be banned from public places because non-smokers to
make them breathe in dangerous smoke.
A. it's unethical to B. it's not good for society if C. it’'s unfair to



Q0 1071924830 +

MBA

Part Three 8 =%84%

3. people are allowed total freedom of information because their minds couid
be corrupted by false news stories.
A. It could have a bad effect on B. It's not good for society if C. It's unfair to

4. keep animals as pets because animals deserve to enjoy their native
habitats.
A. People should all B. It's important that people  C. It's unethical to

5. to lie to people because we expect to be trusted and to be able to trust
others.
A. It's very unreasonable B. It's not necessary to C. It's vital to

6. the stability and safety of society that everyone is treated equally before
the law.
A. It's very important that B. It's vital for C. It's essential

EXTRA LANGUAGE POINT Techniques for Supporting Your Opinions
MIEIES B ARSI A SRS
DAL R 1 5] —SEH 05, SR Se4 75 /T LB IR £ B TR,

Here are some really useful techniques for supporting your opinions.

Examples

e For example...

e Forinstance...

¢ Let me give an example...

For exampile:

“For example, whenever | go to a bar there are always people smoking and | breathe in
their smoke. This makes me a smoker even though | don’t want to be.”

Common sense

e Everyone knows...

e It's common knowledge that...

For example:

“It's common knowledge that birds do not enjoy being trapped in cages!”

Statistics
e Use numbers.
e Use figures to support an argument.

You don’t have to know lots of complicated statistics, but if you do know some very
general figures to back up what you want to say, then use them.

For example:

“Traffic should be reduced in Beijing. Over 1,000 new cars go onto the roads every day.
This is becoming a major problem.”
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Expert Opinion

e According to...

e To quote...

e The book says...

e | heard / read / saw somewhere that...

For example:

“According to many experts, global warming is not actually scientifically proven to exist!”

Exercise 25.4: Matching
Match sentences 1-5 with their supporting opinions types A-D.
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1.
2.
3.

o0 = >

The latest research says that more women smoke in the UK than men.

It is common knowledge that big cities are more expensive to live in than country towns.
To quote Robert Frost, “Forgive me my nonsense, as | also forgive the nonsense of those
that think they talk sense.”

| heard that almost 35% of 8th graders in the USA said they'd participated in musical
activities in school.

Everyone knows that children are naturally naughty and need to be strictly disciplined.
Let me give you an example: only last week, | saw two young people helping an old lady
across the street — therefore, | do believe that young people today are caring and kind.

Of course global warming is a problem! Global temperatures will rise between 1°C and
6 °C this century alone!

| don’t think much more can be done to help the elderly. | remember reading somewhere
that the population of almost every country is aging rapidly, so that soon the elderly will
far outnumber the young —~ we won’t be able to afford to do more for them.

Giving an example or personal anecdote to support an argument.
Stating that something is common sense to support an argument.
Using statistics to support an argument.

Stating expert opinion to support an argument.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com | €2\ I

D
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Formula 26: Evaluating Two Different Opinions

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Evaluating Two Different Opinions.
PR 2 dnfay a7 B R 88 =3R4 8 LR, bhAn .

e Why do some people think that university life is the best stage in life while others

disagree?

* Give reasons why some people hold the opinion that it is acceptable to eat meat,

while others insist on being vegetarians.

e Why are there many people in society who prefer to do sports in their free time, while
there are others who would rather go shopping?
e Suggest reasons why some people prefer to travel in groups, yet others prefer to

travel alone.

THE FORMULA

To evaluate two different opinions, you should:

Answer Order

e Talk about which types of peaple hold
which opinions.

o State why different people hold these
opinions.

MBA

Language Steps

1. Talk about quantities of people and
types of people in society. (“The vast
majority of working people think...” /
“Most young students believe...” /
“Many elderly people are of the
opinion that...")

2. Use transitional words and phrases

to compare different opinions. (“Some
people believe that city life is stressful,
while others find it exciting.” / “Many
elderly people like to do calm leisurely
sports, yet there are some who still
enjoy strenuous exercise.”)

3. Use adjectives and adjective phrases to

say why people have different opinions.
(“They think it is more convenient than...” /
“They believe it is more rewarding...” /
“They feel that it is better for...”)
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NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 1 | FiEEHERSC 1

LEFRATRAE S — LB BB, X LEiT T MZiZBE R REEE YA M, I e H

BhURER A% T EHYE F e,

Native Speaker| Part of
Word Speech
appealing
AW 1M, SIAZE adjective
¥ -¥: )
footage noun
®|k, FE&
’epi” verb
=
la;:r;;h verb
astronaut noun
FHR
spectator noun
A
visual adjective
Wik, EMH
charm noun
9]
w, BAog  Sdecie
distract verb
S, EaO
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Definition

something that is attractive or
interesting

scenes from a film or recorded
by a video camera, usually
scenes from news reports or
documentaries

to recount or tell the facts of an
event, often relating to newspa-
per, radio and TV news

to take off (often used for rockets
and spaceships)

a spaceman; a person who trav-
els in a spacecraft from earth
into space and back again

similar to audience, but can also
refer to people who watch other
things, such as sports, fights etc
(Audience only refers to people
who watch performances, plays,
movies etc.)

related to seeing (it is often used
in contrast to “audio” — related to
hearing — or things that you can
only think of, but cannot see.)

a quality that makes you attrac-
tive to someone or something

something that is relaxing or

eases pain or tension

to make someone stop giving
their attention to something

Example Sentence

| can’t understand why people like
camping; sleeping in the middle of no-
where, with no showers or decent food
isn't appealing to me!

The footage of the war in Vietnam was
shocking! It was horrible to see so
many people dying and suffering.

The journalist reported the sad news of
the disaster, while footage of the plane
wreck was shown behind him. It was a
moving moment.

When the rocket was launched ev-
eryone was amazed at the amount of
smoke and fire from its engines.

You have to have a lot of skill and
courage to be an astronaut — travelling
into space is extremely dangerous.

All the spectators were really im-
pressed with the outdoor concert!

| am a visual learner — | must see new
words written down, otherwise | find
them too hard to remember.

James Bond 007 is a successful spy
not only because he is intelligent and
resourceful, but also because of his
charm — he can make any woman tell
him everything he wants to know.

Some classical music is very soothing.
It helps me wind down after a hard day
at work.

| hate it when I am trying to study and
people play loud music or talk loudly. It
really distracts me.
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MODEL ANSWER 1 | &35 1

&) i 7k 2% 4= Sophiat B H E £,
Why do some people prefer listening to the news on the radio, while others

prefer TV news?

Today, not many people like listening to the radio. Pretty much everyone has
a television now. For most people televisions are very appealing because you
can actually see real footage of what's being reported — for example, when |
saw a report on the launching of a space rocket, | could actually see the rocket
take off, the astronauts inside and all the spectators on the ground. So TV is a
powerful source of news.

However, there are many people that don’t share the same opinion. While
some say the television is better, more visual and more modern, others feel the
radio has a certain charm, and is more soothing and relaxing. It also depends
on the lifestyle of the individual — many taxi drivers love listening to the radio
because it is a very convenient way to hear news and plays without distracting
them from driving.

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 2 | ZiEH1iERIL 2

Lh 13k S 5] — LB RHERIC, X EERICx FEZiZ R EIEE /R, FBAENE
BOYRERME T w9 B 766,

Native Speaker

Word

Definition Example Sentence

person who follows the Buddhist There are many different Buddhist

Buddhist faith; a person who believes in the temples and shrines in China.
HagtE, My noun philosophy taught by the Buddha
and / or his followers
the belief that animals have cer- Many years ago, people treated ani-
. . tain rights that cannot be taken mals quite badly but | think that peo-
animal rights
AL away', such as the right to not to ple nowadays are much more aware
be mistreated that animals should be treated well
and now respect most animal rights.
a group of people with a particular In the West the feminist movement
movement set of (usually political) aims was at its strongest during the 1970s,
B noun and it did succeed in winning more

concerted effort

FiA, —BEH

MBA

equality for women.

a determined and serious attempt He was really worried that he might

to do something be fired, so recently he has been
making a concerted effort to not be
late, do a good job and go home later
than usual.
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] G

set beliefs or social codes which Society’s ethics are constantly chang-

ethics promote good behaviour for the ing, that's why lots of behaviour that
EE, R noun benefit of saciety, what we think of was unacceptable to my parents’ gen-
as "right” and "wrong” eration is now acceptable.
ethical o somet_hing which i; good moral Some people bglieve that eating'meat
wHEE, EEL adjective behaviour or behaviour or beliefs is totally unethical because animals
! which are good for society deserve the right to life.

MODEL ANSWER 2 | &35/ 2
EigT R ZEMkelI B HE R,

Why do some people choose not to eat meat?

That’s an interesting question. In my country nearly everyone enjoys eating
meat, though not in large quantities. However, some people, mainly Buddhists
and young people who are members of animal rights movements, make a
concerted effort not to eat meat for ethical reasons — they believe animais
have the same right as us humans to live full, natural lives, so we humans
should not eat animals. Although some scientists say it is important to eat meat
for health reasons, others claim that if you eat the right vegetables and fruits,
eating meat is not necessary to maintain a good standard of health.

LANGUAGE STEP 1 Quantities of People & Types of People
maES R 1 R AYNEENER
LA 15 B — T H B % = SophiafnMike 2 Ak A4y B fn2 e,

Today, not many people like listening to the radio. Pretty much everyone has a
television now. For most people televisions are very appealing because...However,
there are many people that don’t share the same opinion...It also depends on the
lifestyle of the individual — many taxi drivers love listening to the radio because it is
a very convenient way to hear news and plays without distracting them from driving.

...In my country nearly everyone enjoys eating meat, though not in large quantities.
However, some people, mainly Buddhists and young people who are members
of animal rights movements, make a concerted effort not to eat meat for ethical
reasons...Although some scientists say it is important to eat meat for health
reasons...

When evaluating two different opinions we should start by saying how many and what
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types of people hold those opinions.

Quantities of people

e nearly everyone

e almost everybody
o the (vast) majority of + types of people
most + types of people

a large percentage of + types of people
some + types of people

a few + types of people

a handful of + types of people

Types of people — ages

working people

office workers

students

adolescents / teenagers
married couples

Types of people — behaviour

e very active people / sporty people / energ
religious people

animal lovers / food lovers

English teachers

lazy people

Types of people — specific

e People with + adjective noun combination

“People with creative talent believe...”
“People with strong political views think...’
“People with a lot of energy like to...”

People who have...

“People who have an interest in art...”
“People who have lots of free time...”
“People who have their own pets...”

More examples:

Part Three =884 ||

elderly people / retired people / the older generation

etic people

y

“Most people with a lot of energy like to regularly play team and individual sports.”
“A handful of people who have lots of free time actually decide to do volunteer work.”
“A large percentage of teenagers have problems communicating properly with their

parents and teachers.”

MBA
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Exercise 26.1: Gap Fill & Matching

Write the words below in the correct spaces and then match sentences 1-6 with sentences A-F.

a lot of large percentage most
political views people with a lot of vast majority

The of older people...
animal lovers...
students...

A of office workers...

People with strong think...

oA wN -

creative talent believe in...

...tend to enjoy parties and social occasions.

...teaching children about art and drama and philosophy.
...don’t really like to listen to dance music.

...that the USA should never have invaded Iraq.

...believe they should get paid overtime.

...can’t accept people doing cosmetic tests on dogs and cats.

mmonNn® >

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Transitional Words & Phrases
ENIEE S 2 EERMNEE
EFA 1 B — T ¥ % 4 SophiafiMike s Fl 7 WBLe4 2R FI4TIE .

...However, there are many people that don’t share the same opinion. While some

say the television is better, more visual and more modern, others feel the radio has
a certain charm, and is more soothing and relaxing. It also depends on the lifestyle

of the individuai...
m ...However, some people...make a concerted effort not to eat meat for ethical
reasons...Although some scientists say it is important to eat meat for health
reasons, others claim that if you eat the right vegetables and fruits, eating meat is
not necessary to maintain a good standard of health.

When talking about different types of people and the opinions they have, you should use
transitional words and phrases to link your ideas together.

Here are some of the most useful transitional words and phrases:
e While

“Some people believe that city life is stressful, while others find the buzz and energy

of living in a city exciting.”
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o yet
“Some people are of the opinion that computer games can help children learn certain
skills, yet other people think that they are just a waste of time.”

o however
“People who believe in animal rights, think that we should not wear leather shoes
or animal skin clothes. However, people who think that we are superior to animals,
believe we have the right to use them as we wish.”

o although
“Although some people hold the opinion that war is wrong, others believe that there
are sometimes good reasons why countries should go to war.”
“Some believe that there are sometimes good reasons why countries should go to
war, although others hold the opinion that war is wrong.”

e conversely
“The majority of people feel that living ir an apartment is very convenient. Conversely,
others believe that living in a house is a better option.”

e on the one hand...on the other hand

“On the one hand, there are old people that do a lot of exercise; on the other hand,
there are many elderly people that prefer to sit and read, or play board games.”

]
Exercise 26.2. Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate transitional words or phrases from the choices below to complete the

sentences.

1. some working people prefer to eat in restaurants each evening, there are
others that don’t mind cooking when they get back home after work.
A. However B. Yet C. While

2. , many animal lovers don't like the idea of pigs, cows, chickens etc being
killed in a way which makes the animals suffer or feel scared, , most

farmers aren’t cruel people, and they are just doing their jobs for the money they need.
A. Although, but

B. On the one hand, on the other hand

C. However, still

3. many young people admire sports stars, there are others who don't really
get very enthusiastic about these kinds of national heroes.
A. Although B. However C. Conversely

4. Alot of people feel that living in a developing city is a thrilling experience,
many commuters think it can be quite stressful and exhausting.
A. yet B. on the one hand C. conversely
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5. Many parents and students feel that education, from schooling to university, should be

paid for by the government. , others feel that it is the parents’ responsibility
to provide for their sons and daughters.
A. While B. However C. Despite

4. Some do not believe in capital punishment because they think that it's wrong to take
the life of another human, even if he is a criminal. , others feel that some
criminals, especially murderers, deserve to be killed.
A. Although B. On the one hand C. Conversely

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Adjectives & Adjective Phrases to Say Why People

Have Different Opinions
EES R 3 AR RMERREERE M ATFEAERNY A
i BA3R FE — T HE B 7% A= SophiafiMike {§ H1 T MR LT 25 1R FRTE 25 1M 40 15 K 48 A28 fr]

FA AR,
...For most people televisions are very appealing because you can actually see
real footage of what's being reported...So TV is a powerful source of news...others

feel the radio has a certain charm, and is more soothing and relaxing...many taxi
drivers love listening to the radio because it is a very convenient way to hear news

and plays...

...Although some scientists say it is important to eat meat for health reasons, others
claim that if you eat the right vegetables and fruits, eating meat is not necessary to
maintain a good standard of health.

When people weigh up two different opinions they often describe why these people have
those opinions using adjectives or adjective phrases in the following structures.

Some people think / believe / enjoy / prefer X because it’s + adjective
You may use the folliowing adjectives and phrases:

e convenient

e important / necessary / vital

o interesting / fascinating / stimulating / exciting / inspiring
o beneficial

¢ healthy / better for you

e rewarding

o challenging

o informative

e unnecessary / unimportant / a waste of time
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Examples:
“Many famous people believe it's really convenient to own a private aeroplane.”
“A lot of young people today think it's very rewarding to go overseas for a year.”

Some people think X is good / better / important / useful for + verb-ing

You may use the following verb-ing phrases:

e cultivating one’s mind

e developing a greater sense of social responsibility

e teaching people to empathise with each other more

* maintaining social control

e keeping people happy and content

e establishing positive international relations

e keeping our natural environment cleaner

e contributing to making society a better place for poor people
Examples:

“They believe that this experience is good for cultivating one’s mind.”
“They consider learning more than one language as a good thing because it is important

for establishing positive international relations.”

Exercise 26.3: Gap Fill

MBA

Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces.

better for energetic

much wider variety more convenient

necessary for while younger people like

it is very important that is a better place for relaxing

because it's a very therapeutic hobby keep our natural environment cleaner

rewarding and fulfilling
for establishing positive international relations
I think almost everyone agrees that it's important

. Some people prefer to go to the beach on holiday, rather than to the countryside,

because, for them, the beach

. Older people, like my grandmother, often enjoy knitting , while younger

people like to get into more hobbies in their free time.

. Allot of people choose to use public transportation only because it helps
. Many people argue we should all have more paid holidays. However, most of us think

that the citizens of a developing country work especially hard to help the
country grow.

. Most countries believe that good communication is important . Yet, there

still exist a few countries that don't seem to want to co-operate or communicate openly.
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6. There are a few young people today who believe that working for a charity organisation

10.

278
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to help the poor is a experience. Yet, there are others that still feel that
having a proper, well-paid job is gaining stability and a secure life.

. Some people prefer to shop in small, more friendly local stores, while others like to shop

in big supermarkets and malls because there’s a of goods in stock and
it's a lot

. Quite a few adolescents in England don’t eat meat because they say it's cruel to kil

animals. Other people, however, feel that eating meat is maintaining a
healthy diet and a strong body.

. The older generation usually prefer quiet family gatherings, loud, crazy

parties because these are great places to meet new friends!

to teach social responsibility in schools, because this is essential for
making society a better place. However, there are some who firmly believe it is the parents’
responsibility.

For more practice, please go to: www.EQEnglish.com ~ €2\ l
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Formula 27: Agreeing and Disagreeing

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Agreeing and Disagreeing.

URIG 2 nfa] 21 2 58 8 DK =88 9% W&, tean:

e Do you agree that famous people should be used to advertise products on television?
e Would you agree that people should have four-day working weeks and three-day

weekends?

e Do you agree or disagree that office workers should all wear very formal clothes?
e Are you in agreement with the opinion that many young people today care too much
about fashion and not enough about social responsibility?

THE FORMULA

To agree and disagree, you should:

Answer Order

Decide what your opinion is about the
question the examiner asks.

1.

If you agree, you should:
o State your agreement.
e Give reasons why you agree.

. If you only partially agree / disagree,

you should:

e Say to what extent you agree then
state your disagreement.

¢ Give reasons to support this.

. If you totally disagree, you should:

e State your strong disagreement
politely.
* Give reasons why you disagree.

Language Steps

1.

Use agreement phrases. (*/ wholeheart-
edly agreel’ | “I couldn’t agree more!” /
“I totally agree with you!”)

. Use total and partial disagreement

phrases. (“/ can agree with you to a
point, but...
but...” | “I can agree to some extent,
but have you considered...”)

" | “I can see your point,

. Use cause and effect logic to support

your opinion. (“I can't possibly agree,
because if we do X, then Y might
happen.” | “I'm sorry but | absolutely
disagree. /f people continue to do X
then it could be very bad for society...")

279



Q0 1071924830 +

|| smmsnEaseda

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 1 § FiEEHERIL 1

LEFeA) e 2] — LEBRIE BHERIL,, X EEIRC AT Fll Bz B e @de s A A, FHEREEE
BhREE AR T I R=Iafl,

i

something which controls what Due to financial constraints, the com-

izo;gstr?érgéj noun you do by keeping you within pany could not afford to give the em-
e particular limits ployees a pay rise this year.
a period or time in life John was at the stage in life when he
stage .
REEE. BNER noun really felt he wanted to get married and
’ have children.
) not controlled or too influenced He enjoyed living in an apartment in
independent I . . . He lik he ind
Y37 B adjective by other people; able to survive Beijing on his own. He liked the inde-
on one’s own; self-sufficient pendence and freedom this gave him.
unique adjective special, different from the usual, | would recognise your handwriting

L2 5E:0) very rare anywhere: it is really unique.

MODEL ANSWER 1 | X34 1
I55] 152 HE ¥, 2% £ Sophiafy & 2 & 4%k,

(B2 Some people say that one’s university years are the happiest time in life.

Would you agree?

el Yes, | couldn’t agree more! | think that university life is probably the best stage

in life because we are free from the constraints of home-life with our parents

and we get the opportunity to discover the world for ourselves, much more

independently than ever before. We can meet new people, study a variety of

interesting subjects and learn to look after ourselves. So, | completely agree

that this is by far the happiest time in our lives.

But I've heard that many students find university life incredibly stressful and

sometimes quite a tough experience?

EIS0ER Well, it depends on the person, but | don't think you're right in saying many
students find it difficult. | am sure that some do, but the vast majority of people
| know share my opinion that it's a unique and truly fantastic time in life.

NATIVE SPEAKER WORDS 2 | ZiEHHERIC 2

LRI F 2] LB ERHETRIL, X R TR ZiZ A TR G H, 1 B EE9s%S
DhURERAIRHE T SR AN E ZTEH,
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Native Speaker| Part of "
ot Speech Definition Example Sentence
a famous person, usually in en- Maggie Cheung became a big ce-
celebrity tertainment (such as movie stars, lebrity after her first Wang Kar Wai
Z A noun singers, sports players; does not movie As the Tears Go By (1988).
refer to famous politicians, busi-
nessmen efc)
deodorant a substance that you put on your He sweats a lot and did not put on
e noun body to prevent or hide unpleasant any deodorant today, so he smells
i smells pretty bad!
make the brand, or name of the company There are many different makes of
o e noun that produces a particular product  car, including BMW, Chrysler and
HR W.
unethical not conforming to social codes His behaviour is unethical — it is
TS adjective which are good for society wrong to treat his family in that self-
ish way!
something that moves or develops Life in Guang Zhou is very fast-
fast-paced - quickly - ( 8 paced; everyone is rushing every-
R, PREL adjective 2(\\‘7 9% 3 where and nobody seems to slow
RWE 2 down and relax.

take advantage of
# A

impose regulations on

QQ

to benefit from; to use; to utilise for
your own ends

to put controls on something (used
when a government or authority

He took advantage of his mother’s
generosity by constantly asking her
to give him more money.

After the riots in London, the police
imposed stricter regulations on

of-- - ML makes and enforces laws or rules demonstrations in the city centre.
to control people’s actions)
to make sure something is certain The airline is taking steps to ensure
ensure . 1
TS verb to happen, to guarantee higher levels of safety on the air-

craft.

MODEL ANSWER 2 | &350l 2
IS g B2 A MikeI B KR,

Many believe that famous people should not be used in advertisements to sell
products. Do you agree?

No, | can’t agree with that. | firmly believe that everyone, whether they are
famous or not, has the freedom to advertise what they want. Just because
Jackie Chan is a celebrity, why should this stop him advertising a deodorant or
a make of camera?
| see your point, but some people would disagree and say that advertising

companies are using his public image as a famous star as a way to convince
people in society to buy their product. Is that not unethical?
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LANGUAGE STEP 1 Agreement Phrases | 2125 &5 1 BIERFRIEH %

OK, but it seems to me that many people, especially younger people, are
very vulnerable, particularly in today’s fast-paced competitive society, and big
companies are taking advantage of them to make money from them. However,
| don’t think this is solely the responsibility of a famous star who advertises
a product — | think the government should impose stricter regulations on
advertising agencies to ensure that the information is honest and fairly
presented.

LEFRATRE — T HE B L Sophiall T 11 4K H R R AR A

Some people say that one’s university years are the happiest time in life.
Would you agree?
Yes, | couldn’t agree morel...

Notice how Sophia expresses total agreement with the examiner’s question by saying
“Yes, | couldn’t agree morel”. This is a very native speaker way to say that you agree 100%
with the other person.

Look at this list of similar agreement phrases:
e Yes, | agree wholeheartedly.

| completely agree.
| couldn’t agree more!

e Sure, |, too believe that's true / the case.

¢ Yes, | share the same opinion.

Now look at these agreement phrases in the context of IELTS tests. Notice how the
student not only expresses his agreement, but continues to elaborate on the point and gives
reasons to support his agreement:

Well, some people would argue that the best stage in life is after retirement,
because life is relaxed and predictable.

Yes, | totally agree. After a person has retired, they have gone through the
challenges of their life and can finally sit back and watch life with a more
relaxed attitude.

Many say that parents should give their sons and daughters the freedom to
choose their own majors. Do you agree?

Yes, | agree wholeheartedly on that point. Too many parents think they know
best what their sons and daughters should choose to study in university. This
means many young people study subjects they don't like, so they don’t study
with passion or enthusiasm.
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Exercise 27.1: Gap Fil

Write the agreement phrases below in the correct spaces.

1.

A:

B:

LANGUAGE STEP 2 Total & Partial Disagreement Phrases
BNES R 2 TEANEEMESSAERNRETE

completely agree with couldn’t agree agree believe that's true

Today a lot of people feel that smoking should be banned in all public places. Do you
agree?

| wholeheartedly that smoking should, indeed, be prohibited in public.
I's not fair that non-smokers should have to breathe in toxic smoke.

: Do you agree that children should wear school uniforms?
o more! Children should wear uniforms not only so that they are all

“equal” when at school but also for safety purposes.

: Do you agree or disagree with the view that everyone should get a university
education?
: Sure, | . A university education is beneficial for anyone, regardless of

their ability or background.

: Many people say that historic buildings should be carefully preserved and protected.
Do you agree?
: Yes, | that view. Historic buildings are vital for allowing us to remember

our own history and culture; they remind us who we really are.

LEFARE — T HEZ EMike A THBLEH EERIE B CARRIEE,
Many believe that famous people should not be used in advertisements to sell

products. Do you agree?

I see your point, but some people would disagree and say that advertising

MBA

companies are using his public image as a famous star as a way to convince
people in society to buy their product. Is that not unethical?

OK, but it seems to me that many people, especially younger people, are
very vulnerable, particularly in today’s fast-paced competitive society, and big
companies are taking advantage of them to make money from them...

No, I can’t agree with that...
Mi
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Partial disagreement

If you don't agree with what the interviewer says, it's polite to say that you can
understand the other person’s opinion but you don’t agree with it.

Look at this list of partial disagreement phrases:
e | can see your point, but...

e | can see what you’re saying, but...
o | agree up to a point, but...

| understand what you're saying, but | don't really agree because...

e OK, but have you considered...

e Some may hold that opinion, but I'm afraid | disagree because...

Now look at these partial agreement phrases in the context of IELTS speaking tests.
Again, notice how the student not only expresses his disagreement, but continues to
elaborate on the point and gives reasons to support his disagreement:

nterviewer
Donld )

Interviewer

Donald ]

Some parents do not accept that their sons and daughters, when in university,
go to bars and night clubs on weekends. Do you agree?

Ermmm...| can agree to a point, but | do believe that many parents here are
too strict and too traditional. Whilst young people should respect their parents
to a certain point, parents should also understand that life is different now to
when they-were young.

But, many people would argue that young people are not responsible enough
for themselves, so they need their parents to stop them from getting into
danger or into trouble.

I can see what you're saying, but | don't totally agree. | think that when we're
in university we have reached an age where we should be able to make
decisions for ourselves.

Total disagreement

It's also very useful to be able to express total or strong disagreement when you want to
be assertive — without, however, sounding rude. When you do this, it's even more important

to give good reasons why you do not agree.

Look at these total disagreement phrases:

o | absolutely disagree, because...

e I'm sorry, but | can’'t agree with that because...

¢ | can’t possibly agree with that because...

¢ | can’t share your opinion on this issue, to be honest, because...

Now look at these total disagreement phrases in the context of IELTS speaking tests.
Again, notice how the student not only expresses his disagreement, but continues to

elaborate on the point and gives reasons to support his disagreement:
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Do you agree that humans should not be allowed to eat animals?
| can’t possibly agree with that because humans need to eat meat, at least
occasionally, to stay healthy. If we don’t eat meat, we don’t grow up so fast
or strong and we will frequently be under the weather and suffer from minor
complaints like colds and coughs.

But many scientists say that's not true, humans can be equally healthy if they
have a completely vegetarian diet.

Bleitells8 | absolutely disagree because | have had a few vegetarian friends over the
years and they haven’t been as healthy as my meat-eating friends.

Exercise 27.2: Multiple Choice

Choose the appropriate disagreement phrase from the choices below to complete the
sentences.

1. Interviewer: | think that most teenagers today are very lazy about their studies. Do you
agree?
David: | don’t entirely agree with you. A lot of teenagers do lack interest
and motivation in their studies. But | don’t think that it is because they are lazy — | think it's
because their classes are boring!
A. | can see your point
B. | can see what you're saying, but
C. | can’t possibly agree with that because

2. Interviewer: A lot of people are of the opinion that train travel is preferable to flying?
Would you agree?
David: , because many feel that train travel is a more romantic way to get
around a country. However, | disagree; travelling by plane is much more convenient and
efficient.
A. | absolutely disagree
B. | understand what you’re saying
C. | can understand why some people might think that

3. Interviewer: Some people think it's OK to hunt animals for sport. Do you agree or
disagree?
David: hunting is very cruel and painful for animals. | strongly believe we
should not get enjoyment from the pain or suffering of other living things.
A. | can possibly agree with that because
B. | can’t share your opinion on this issue, to be honest, because
C. | can’t possibly agree with that because

4. Interviewer: Some people think that every week all workers should have three-day
weekends. What do you think?
David: Ha ha...that would be wonderful! | can see why some hold that opinion,
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if we all had three-day weekends | don’t think a country would develop
and maintain a healthy economy.
A. but I'm afraid | disagree because
B. but have you considered
C. but | absolutely disagree because
5. Interviewer: Many animal rights activists believe that all zoos should be closed and the
animals returned to the wild. Do you agree?
David: without a safe enclosure many of these animals would soon die,
and their species become extinct? Besides, most of these animals grew up in zoos, and
so don’t actually know how to look after themselves.
A. | can’t share your opinion on this issue, because
B. I'm sorry, | can't agree with that because
C. OK, but have you considered
4. Interviewer: Do you agree that healthcare should be provided free to everybody?

David: I think rich people or the comfortably off should pay for their own
healthcare, and not rely on the other taxpayers. It should mainly be provided free to the
poor.

A. | absolutely disagree, because
B. I'm sorry, but | can’'t agree with that because
C. | agree up to a point, but

LANGUAGE STEP 3 Cause & Effect Logic
BAEER 3 RIEEAREER

As you will have noticed in Language Steps 1 and 2, it is vitally important that, whatever
your opinion, you support your point with reasons and say why you think that way.

Native English speakers will often use the logic of cause and effect to support their
opinions. This means that you say what will or what would happen under the circumstances
being proposed.

For example, we shouldn’t just say “The rainforests should all be protected...” as this is
not a very strong argument. it would be much better to say: “The rainforests should all be
protected because otherwise global warming will get much worse and many animal species
will be killed.” This is a much more powerful and convincing statement.
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Lock at a few more examples of cause and effect logic supporting opinions:

Opinion
| can’t agree with that

| completely agree that sports players’ sala-
ries should be reduced

| absolutely disagree with you

| can’t possibly agree

| agree with you to a point

| really don't agree that women should al-
ways stay home and look after the children

Exercise 27.3: Matching

Match opinions 1-5 with cause & effect logic sentences A-E.

MBA

Cause & Effect Logic

because if we don’t take care of the natural
environment then we’'ll regret it in the future.

because sports are ruined when there is too
much money involved and teams start to re-
semble businesses.

for if we don’t invest in alternative energy the
pollution will reach a dangerous level.

that we should give children more holidays
as it will have a detrimental effect on their
studies.

since | think it is unfair that some people can't
go to university just because they can’t afford
it, but then again the country can’t pay for
everyone o go as we’d run out of money!

because today women also have the right to
earn money for the family.

1. |disagree. If we keep paying workers too little...

2. | couldn’t agree more. Because if we don’t plant more trees and flowers in our city...
3. I'm sorry, but | hold a different opinion. it's very important to spend a lot of money on the

military...

4. No, | don't agree that traditional culture is always a good thing;...
5. Yes, | totally agree that parents should send their children to kindergartens;...

A. ...so the country can keep strong and defend itself if necessary.

B. ...some traditions hold a country back from developing properly and bring much suffering.
C. ...it won't be a bright and pretty environment for us all to live in and this will inevitably

affect the happiness and spirit of its inhabitants.

D. ...if they don’t then children won't learn to get along with other children harmoniously.

E. ...they will lose their loyalty to the company.
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No, | can’t agree with that. | firmly believe that everyone, whether they are famous
or not, has the freedom to advertise what they want. Just because Jackie Chan is a
celebrity, why should this stop him advertising a deodorant or a make of camera?

Sometimes, native speakers will use a rhetorical question, usually at the end of their
statement, to express disagreement. A rhetorical question is a question form, but does not
actually require the other person to answer. It is used as a challenge or for persuasive effect
when we are disagreeing.

In the model answer extract above, notice how Mike makes his point, then ends with
the question: “Just because Jacky Chan is a celebrity, why should this stop him advertising
a deodorant or a make of camera?’ Mike is actually saying: “Just because Jacky Chan is a
celebrity, it doesn’t mean he should not advertise things.”

Look at the examples of rhetorical questions and what they actually mean in the table
below.
Rhetorical Question Meaning

Do you really think that it is fair to stop child- | don’t think it is fair at all, that people stop
ren playing computer games? children playing computer games.

How can anyone possibly suggest old age is Old age is undoubtedly not the best time in
the best time in life? life!

Given the facts I've just mentioned, how There is no way capital punishment can be
could anyone justify capital punishment? justified.

How can anyone possibly argue that exer- Everyone knows that exercise is good for
cise is bad for the health? everyone.

Exercise 27.4: Matching

Match rhetorical questions 1-5 with their more direct meanings A-E.

1. Considering what I've just said, how can anyone claim university life is the easiest time in
life?

2. They are doing everything they can. What more could our government do to help the
farmers?

3. Given these facts, how can anyone argue that testing cosmetics and medicines on
innocent animals is a fair thing?

4. Given the amount of work they do, why should construction workers live in such bad

288

MBA



