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Monday, February 29, 2016 

IELTS Reading: 'paragraph headings' keywords 
Over the weekend I ran an IELTS preparation course here in 
Manchester. We did some good work on 'paragraph headings' questions, 
and one of the exercises that we used was test 3, passage 2 in 
Cambridge IELTS book 5. 
Here are the keywords from the 'paragraph headings' section in that test: 

 
Note: I always recommend doing paragraph matching questions last. 
They are much easier if you are already familiar with the passage, 
having done other question sections first. 
 
	
	
 
 
Monday, February 08, 2016 

IELTS Reading: another keyword table 
Over the weekend I ran an IELTS preparation course here in 
Manchester. One of the reading exercises that we did came from 
Cambridge 5 (test 1, passage 2). The topic of the passage was a famous 
psychology experiment. 
My students found the 'which paragraph contains?' exercise particularly 
tricky. Here's a keyword table for that exercise: 

 
Note: 
Psychology is quite a common topic in the reading test. If you're 
interested in this topic, try reading about the Stanford prison experiment 
and John Bowlby's Attachment theory. 
 
 



动动雅思资料杂货铺（reading	笔记类整理）	

	

Monday, December 14, 2015 

IELTS Reading: underline key words 
Hopefully you do this already, but it’s worth pointing out why underlining 
is so important when you’re doing an IELTS reading test. I tell my 
students to underline the main words in the question, then underline any 
similar words that they find as they read the passage. 
There are 3 reasons why underlining is useful: 
1 It encourages you to use the keyword technique to find the answers. 
2 You don't lose your place in the passage when you're turning pages to 

check between the question and the text. 
3 The same information may be relevant for a later question (e.g. when 

you do a 'paragraph headings' section last). 
I can always tell when students have worked hard on a reading paper by 
the amount of underlining or highlighting they have done. If you don't 
usually underline things, start now! 
 
 
Monday, November 23, 2015 

IELTS Reading: similar words 
Here are some of the key words and phrases that helped my students to 
get the answers to reading test 4.1 in Cambridge IELTS book 7: 

 
uncannily: means strangely or extraordinarily. 
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Monday, November 02, 2015 

IELTS Reading: 6 tips 
How can you improve your reading? Here are 6 tips: 
4 If you want to improve your reading, the first thing to do is read a lot. 

There are no shortcuts or secret techniques; you will only improve 
with time and practice. 

5 Anything you read in English is good practice, so read about subjects 
that interest you. Try to enjoy reading in English. 

6 English is the most used language on the Internet. Whenever you 
search for information on the net, try searching in English first. 

7 Remember that "understanding is not the same as using". Keep a 
notebook with useful words and phrases that you find when you're 
reading, and try using them in your own sentences. 

8 Apart from reading things that interest you, you also need to read lots 
of IELTS passages. If you've done all of the tests in the 
Cambridge books, read the passages again without doing the 
questions. Use a dictionary, take notes, and try to fully understand 
each passage. 

9 Another way to use the Cambridge tests is to look at the correct 
answers to each question first. Then, your task is to find out why 
those answers are correct by analysing the passage carefully and 
finding the 'keywords'. 

I'm sure you can think of other suggestions. Be creative with your 
reading practice, try to enjoy the learning process, and trust that you will 
improve if you persist. 
 
 
Monday, October 26, 2015 

IELTS Reading: when are the answers in order? 
For the following question types, the answers are usually (almost 
always) in order in the passage: 
10 All types of gap-fill (sentences, summaries, diagrams etc.) 
11 True, false, not given 
12 Yes, no, not given 
13 Multiple choice 
14 Matching sentence endings 
15 'Short answer' questions 
However, answers to the following question types are never in order: 
1 Matching paragraph headings 
2 Which paragraph contains the information? 
Matching names with statements or information 
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Monday, October 19, 2015 

IELTS Reading: are you seeing the pattern? 
Over the weekend I ran an IELTS preparation course. After a full 
morning of IELTS reading work, one of my students said this: "I'm 
starting to see the pattern." 
So, what pattern was he talking about? The 'keyword' pattern. 
Here's an example from one of the tests that we worked through: 

 
The more practice you do, the better you'll get at finding the answers by 
recognising the similar 'keywords' in the questions and in the passages. 
The IELTS reading test really does get easier as you get used to seeing 
this pattern. 
 
Monday, September 28, 2015 

IELTS Reading: techniques 
In case you haven't seen them before, here are my six main tips for 
IELTS reading. Notice that 'skimming and scanning' are not on the list - 
it's usually best to read at normal speed. 
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