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Monday, September 14, 2015 

IELTS Reading: 'paragraph headings' keywords 
Over the weekend I ran an IELTS preparation course here in 
Manchester. We did some good work on 'paragraph headings' questions, 
and one of the exercises that we used was test 2, passage 1 in 
Cambridge IELTS book 10. 
Here are the keywords from the 'paragraph headings' section in that test: 

 
Note: I always recommend doing paragraph matching questions last. 
They are much easier if you are already familiar with the passage, 
having done other question sections first. 
 
Monday, August 24, 2015 

IELTS Reading: keywords (book 9, test 2) 
Here's a keyword table for test 2 in Cambridge IELTS book 9: 

 
Even if you don't have a copy of the book, I think you can still learn 
something from this table. Look at the use of synonyms and similar 



动动雅思杂货铺（reading笔记类整理）	

	

words (e.g. worldwide / international, regulations / standards, current / 
modern). 
Also, did you know the meanings of words like vulnerable, auditory and 
impairment? Look these words up in a dictionary, and see if you can use 
them in your own sentences. 
 
Monday, August 10, 2015 

IELTS Reading: advice and techniques 
I've published this lesson before, but I think it's worth repeating it for 
people who have been asking me for reading tips. Here's my list of 
advice and techniques for IELTS reading: 
1 Don't read the whole text; you haven't got enough time. Just go 

straight to the questions. 
2 'Paragraph' questions are much easier if you do them last. Do other 

sections first. 
3 The answers to most questions should be in the correct order in the 

text, so you don't need to go back to the beginning to start looking 
for the next answer. 

4 Read all instructions carefully. 
5 Look for 'keywords'. There are usually words in the questions that are 

similar to words you need to find in the text. For example, if the 
text contains the word "global", the question might use the word 
"international". If you find the similar words, you have probably 
found the answer. 

6 You must get to the end and answer every question. If you don't finish, 
you might miss some easy points. 

Some questions are difficult because their aim is to separate band 8 and 
band 9. Don't waste time on difficult questions. Miss them, finish the 
exam, and return to them at the end. 
 
Monday, July 20, 2015 

IELTS Reading: more keywords 
The table below shows 'keywords' from the exercise in this lesson. 
Notice, in particular, the different ways to describe years. 
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Monday, June 15, 2015 

IELTS Reading: recent keywords 
Here's a keyword table for the two most recent exercises that I put here 
on the blog. Click here to see one of them, and here to check the other. 

 
Note: Don't just have a quick look at this table. Look carefully at the 
vocabulary, and make a note of anything useful. 
 
Monday, June 01, 2015 

IELTS Reading: finding and understanding 
IELTS reading is really a test of 2 things: 
7 Can you find the part of the text that contains the answer? 
8 Do you understand that part of the text? 
Finding 
You need to be able to find the right part of the text quickly. I practise this 
a lot with my students: we decide which words in the question we need 
to search for, then we try to locate those words (or words with the same 
meaning) in the text. 
Understanding 
When you have found where the answer is, you need to read that part of 
the text carefully. Read the sentences before and after the keywords that 
you found. Then it becomes a test of your vocabulary knowledge: if you 
don't understand the words that you are reading, it will be difficult to get 
the right answer.	


