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Day2 

  

  Part 1 Part 3   

 1.  2.  3. ①-④  

 4.  5.  ①-④    

   

1.  

 

why the use of linking words/conjunctions (for reasons).  

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because  
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…) 

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

 
Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 
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• As informal

 
        As I just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal  
        I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+  part3  
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that/ because OK … 
 

Linking words/conjunctions (for results) 

• So  
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore  
I think I've stayed too long. Therefore, I'm leaving in the morning. 

• Consequently part3  

• As a result, part3  
 

- Do you go to a good school? 
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 Uhmmm, I would say, it’s a pretty good school, yes. It’s top 10 in China. Great students, great faculty, great 

learning atmosphere. Very accommodating, flexible and innovative. I’m learning a lot and having so much fun 

here. So yeh, I’m a proud student  of XXX university.  

 Yeh, my high school is one of the best schools in my city. It’s spacious and clean. Well-equipped, and offers 

the best/top-notch school facilities. We have our own gym and swimming pool. The teachers are professional, 

patient, respectful and pay a lot of attention to our needs . The students are amazing as 

well. Everyone has a strong sense of school spirit .  

 Uhmmm, it’s not the best school, if you know what I mean. Things could be better at my school. For example, 

we don’t even have our own sports field .  

- Do you like wearing T-shirts? 

 Yes! T-shirts are my go-to piece of clothing  when I just want to feel relaxed and comfortable. 

They are comfortable, casual, and easy to wear . And also, I feel that they can be dressed up 

or down  depending on the occasion. They can go with a variety of other items

, like jeans, dress pants, blazers, and long skirts. For me, they are my favourite wardrobe staples/ 

wardrobe basics  that can be paired with a lot of items.   

 

 I’m not a massive fan of T-shirts T . I find them too casual or informal for certain occasions

. Besides, usually t-shirts don’t flatter my figure . I 

prefer blouses /shirts.  
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2.   

①  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading; however, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

• Nevertheless however   
I was tired, I nevertheless decided to stay up and finish the project. 

even though…still…”  

• That said/Having said that informal part3 
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 

 

- Do you like your current learning atmosphere? 

 I love it! The learning atmosphere here is really positive. Not super intense, but students are pretty 

hardworking and scholarly/studious. However, it doesn’t mean that  we don’t know how to have fun. 

We study hard and party hard . At my school, there are more than 100 school clubs

.  

 My university is a famous party school. So, there’s no such thing as  learning atmosphere. Haha! 

The “partying atmosphere” is pretty intense, I’d say .  
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Yeh, my high school is very scholarly. Students are hardworking. It’s competitive , but not in a 

negative way . We enjoy the whole learning process.  

 

- Do you think we should use plastic products? p3 p2  

No, everybody knows that plastics  are very pollutive to the environment. We should try to reduce 

plastic use/consumption . Today, all the seas are filled with marine debris

, mainly plastics, and all the landfills are running out of space . 

That’s why people are trying to use recyclable and reusable products more, and consume fewer plastic 
products. But I have to say, it’s very hard to stop using plastics completely, as most of the product packaging 

wrappers  are still plastic. There’s a long way to go . +  

- Do you think grammar is important when learning foreign languages? p3 p2

 

I think so, especially if you are an adult student . I mean, grammar is the foundation when you want 

to structure a sentence correctly . Without knowing the proper grammar , the 

sentence you’re saying might sound wrong and funny , and in a worst case/scenario

, incomprehensible/ not understandable . However, this doesn’t mean that you should over-focus 

on grammar . Because that will put you under a lot of pressure. Sometimes, trying to be perfect 

will frustrate you so much to the point that you won’t be able to open your mouth

. After all , the purpose of learning grammar is to be able to use a language, not to get 

intimidated  by it. Just think about kids, they speak a language without knowing any grammar. 
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Sometimes they say it right, and sometimes they say it wrong. It doesn’t matter. What’s more important is to be 

able to communicate. + + +  

②  

• (and) also, /(and) plus,/ and too/ on top of that,/ besides (that),/ in addition (to that),/ additionally, +  

• Moreover, /furthermore,/ what’s more…/ what else … , part3 

•  I mean, you know,  
 

- Do you often wear jewelry? 

 I personally do not wear jewelry on a day-to-day basis . I prefer a more minimal style and I don't feel 

the need to  wear jewelry to feel confident or complete .  And plus, I 

play sports all the time, jewelry can be really uncomfortable and heavy. It also affects my performance

.  

 I wear jewelry all the time, it's a way for me to express my personality and style , and also 

to make a fashion statement . I enjoy the way it makes me feel  and the way it 

can complement my outfit .  

- Do you want to go into outer space in the future? 

I don’t find it super appealing  as I have serious claustrophobia . So, each time when I 

imagine myself being trapped in that small space ship, I feel a little nervous. And on top of that, thinking about 
the risks of space travel, I might never be able to see my family again. Anyway, I know it’s exciting, but it’s not 

for me.   



 
 

7 
 

That would be the coolest thing ever! I mean who can say no to space travel ? Being an astronaut

 is so cool. You can travel to outer space, see the earth from a far far distance. Only a few people in this 

world can have this kind of experience.  

 

③  especially…; My favourite singers/ band/ artist/ brand is… 

 

- Do you like modern art or traditional art? 

 I love modern art. Especially impressionism and post-impressionism . I find these 

styles far more relatable  than traditional art. They are full of color diversity  and 

brightness. Because that was the first time when painters decided to go out and catch sun and light. They 

express their feelings/perceptions through the light and color , rather than 

create exact representations .  

 I love traditional art more. When I look at Renaissance art in the museum, I always feel mind blown  

by the level of technique  in those paintings. It takes decades of practice.  

- What music do you like? 

 I like almost every type/kind/genre  of music. Pop, Jazz, Hip-Hop, country…basically, I just love 

exploring new stuff . I especially love experimental music  and fusion style music

.  It’s so fun to listen to unique things. I’m very accepting  and openminded  when it 

comes to music.  



 
 

8 
 

 I love country music. My favourite country music singer is Taylor Swift. I just love her music, the rhythm, 

melody and lyrics, everything. Her music really clicked with me  the 

first time I heard it. I fell in love with  her and her music right away/immediately. I can relate to

 many of her songs.  

3.  

① WH  

WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  

WH +WH P1

 

- When do you usually eat snacks now? p1 snacks  

Normally between two meals , whenever I take a break. For example, in the morning, around 11am, I 

always have a coffee break with my coworkers/ classmates, we will go for a coffee, and I’ll grab something to 

eat, usually it’s a bag of chips or a small muffin. WH  

 

WH WH  

WHEN do you go to the park? WHAT is your favorite type of music? HOW MUCH time do you spend outdoors 
every week? 
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② . . 

 

- Do you often wear jewelry?  

Oh yeh, quite often! I’m a jewelry freak / jewelry lover / jewelry person . 

And I have a wide collection of different types of jewelry , including rings, bracelets, 

earrings and necklaces. I enjoy experimenting with different combinations / mixing and 

matching  to create unique looks .  

 I’m very passionate about wearing jewelry. I find that wearing jewelry is a way to express my personality and 

style. I often wear it to complement/match/go with my outfits. I like to choose pieces that are meaningful to 

me, and I have a lot of sentimental jewelry that I like. I also love to purchase one-of-a-kind  pieces 

from local designers .  

 

③  

 

a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you…when you were little? 

 

b.  

- Have you ever worked in a small business? 

 No, I haven’t. I’ve been a student all my life. I’ve never even had a part-time job. So, no.  
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Yes, I worked at a small bakery  for a few months during summer holiday this year, and it was a 

great experience. The owner was very hands-on , and I was able to learn a lot about baking and 

running a small business . The atmosphere was very friendly and I felt like part of a family

.  

 Yes, I worked at a small restaurant and it was a great experience. The owner was very passionate about the 

food and it was a great opportunity to learn about the restaurant industry . It was a team, only 4 

people including the owner, haha, but we were very close and it felt like working with a family.  

 I worked for a small online company and it was not a good experience. The owner was very messy and 

disorganized . And it was difficult to get clear instructions. The workload was overwhelming

. Plus, I didn't feel like I was making a meaningful contribution . I left the job feeling burnt 

out  and unappreciated.  

 No I haven’t, but I’m curious about what it would be like to work for a small company. I worked for a large 

retail company years ago. I was able to learn a lot. However, the company was so big that it was difficult to 

navigate /get around and find the right people to talk to. That’s why I’m curious about working for a 

small business.  

④   

 

• “for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “namely…” ; to 
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name a few,”  
The report focuses on several key issues, namely, the budget, the workforce, and the timeline. 

The company offers a variety of services, to name a few, consulting, coaching, and training. 

• “an example would be…” , “an example in point would be…”, “to give you an example…”,  
“let’s say…”,  “say…”, 
 
- Do you like your teachers? 

 Yes, I love my teachers! They’re so creative! For example, sometimes, our homework is DIY things

. Like, when we take geography classes, we learn different countries and cultures, our teacher 

asks us to DIY things related to this country! And then she puts them in the school hallways , like an 

exhibition ! Now we are learning about Egypt . So, the hallways are full of cardboard 

pyramids ! Hahaha!  

 Uhmmm, not really. I mean, some are OK… and some are just doing the bare minimum

. They couldn’t care less about the students .  For example, I’ve been at my school for 

3 years, and some of my teachers still don’t know my name yet. +  

 Yes! They’re the best! My teachers are professional, patient, respectful and pay a lot of attention to our needs

. They encourage students to think outside the box. They make learning fun and efficient. 

 

4.  

No  
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“I wish I could…, but” 
 

- Is there any technology you want to buy? 

Yeh, I wish I could have an electric car. Even though I don’t have the budget for it yet. But one can dream

, right? I’m trying to save up, little by little. And it would be the coolest thing to own an electric car 

one day. It would help save money in my pocket, as well as take care of the environment.  

 

5. P3  

 

 

• P3

 

• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 

30-40s  
 

 VS  

 

- Do you think people are born with time management skills or they can develop them? p3 p2
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Many people would say that time management skills are something people can learn and develop as they grow. 

I agree. But I also think there are some innate personality characteristics  that you can 

find in people who have great time management skills. Some people are born with the talent of time managing

. They have a better sense of time, they are good multitaskers, and they’re better at 

controlling their pace  when doing things.  

- How do you define success? p3 p2  
That’s a good question, and also a very philosophical one. Uhmmm, many people would say that success is 

being wealthy, famous and powerful. But I see this word in a broader sense . The way I see it, a 

successful person is someone who knows who they are, and what they want, and be happy with themselves. 
They can live the life in a way they desire. That’s the best life. Let me give you an example, if a guy’s dream is to 

be a surfer . And if he manages to stand on his own feet  without any help, and he can surf 

every day, then good for him ! He’s a successful person according to my definition. 

 

-   

Many people would say that… and I totally agree… 

Many people would do… and I agree on that. 

Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s not 
always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an empathetic tone) 

I think/reckon…; I believe…; I guess/suppose…;  the way I see it, …; in my view, …; I’m of the opinion that…; from 
my point of view, …; from my perspective, …; to my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj.; Here’s my two cents; 
in my humble opinion, here’s an unpopular opinion… 
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 + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

- Do you think old people and young people can share interests? (p3 p2 ) 
For sure! Both the young and old definitely can have a lot of things in common! Some people would say that 
they are so different physically and intellectually that they can’t share interests. But there’re things people can 

do that have nothing to do with  the age or physical strength. For example, both old and young 

people can be sports fans . They can definitely sit in the same room, on the same couch, and watch the 

same sports game together. And other examples would be, reading books, watching movies and listening to 

music. So yeh, they can totally share some same interests.  

- Is it necessary for adults to learn new things? (p3 p2 ) 
Definitely yes! Adults, no matter what age we are, should never give up on learning new things and advancing 

ourselves . I see some people completely stop trying to learn more and become better. They think 

learning is for kids, and they’ve learned enough at school. And plus, their main jobs are working, making a 

living and taking care of their families. But I really don’t like this mentality . Learning new things makes 

a person happier and feel fulfilled. Having more skills can increase a person’s job prospects, and help a person 
stand out from the job market. And on top of that, it’s a wonderful spirit that can impact their kids. Inspire them 

to never stop learning and improving. Adults should set good examples for the next generation.  

  

(a)    (P1 ) 
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(b)  

In the past, back in the (old) days, prior to this, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, 

I/we/people used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, … 

- Have your life goals changed since your childhood? (p3 p2 ) 

 Yes, totally. I used to be so ambitious when I was a kid. I wanted to become a Nobel Prize winner

 in literature/ biology/ physics…and now, I just want to live a simple and happy life , be 

able to stand on my own feet , have a roof over my head , and 

maybe one day build a beautiful family. I just want to be an ordinary person.  

 When I was a little girl, I wanted to become a good wife and a good mother. And now, I AM both. I’m a proud 

wife, a home maker , a mother. I take care of my two little kids and my family. I’m living my 

childhood dream . Life couldn’t be better and I couldn’t be happier

.  

- How does technology help people tell stories? P3 p2  

Storytelling

storytelling storytelling social media storytelling  

The way I see it, due to the use of technologies, such as the camera, the internet and social media, the way we 

tell stories has shifted to a more all-encompassing/all-inclusive  experience. 
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Thousands of years ago, humans used to tell stories through cave drawings , then it shifted to 

printed books , later on radio and TV. And these days, digital storytelling  is the most 

popular form among people. Social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook and Instagram have grown in 

popularity . Users get to express their ideas and tell their stories on the internet with everyone. In 

the past, only famous writers, radio hosts, TV producers and movie producers could tell the story, whereas 

nowadays everyone can tell their own version of story in a public manner .  

 

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 

I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

- Do you think online communication through social media will replace face-to-face communication? p3 

p2  

I hope not! But, like I just mentioned, people are increasingly reluctant to  get out of their homes and 

meet people face to face, as communicating through social media is too easy, too effortless , it’s at 

your fingertips . So, yeh, I definitely have seen this trend of more cyber communication  

and fewer physical meetups , especially after the pandemic. So, in the future, I don’t see why this 

trend won’t continue. With that being said, will social media completely replace the good old style of 

communication ? I don’t think so either. I still have hope on people! Nowadays, I see 
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some of my friends cutting down on social media and going back to physical communication. I think some 

people still cherish  these face-to-face moments.  

④  

 

I feel torn (tear v.)./ I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now… 

On one hand,…; on the other hand,… 

Yes and no. Yes, …..and NO, …. 

- Are those people who like dangerous activities more likely to be successful? p3 p2

 

Yes and no. Yes, people who like extreme sports and dangerous activities are more risk tolerant

. They are not afraid of taking risks. And when you look at successful people in life, many of them are very 

brave. They are like daredevils, and make big decisions with full confidence. No, sometimes taking too many 

risks all the time is a sign of irrationality . The thing is, we need to take calculated risks , 

instead of making emotional and intuitive decisions . For example, if you don’t have any 

experience in scuba diving, and the first time you dive, you choose to go really deep and dive alone, that’s not 

called brave, that’s called stupid. +  


