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Partl

1. Work/Study

ZBIE: Do you work or study? il [RIEACHR] —E—.
MRE Study, FETERENT—LEBDERE 3 MEARKIIR:
1)  What is your major?

| major in social science. Well, | learned about the role of social media and similar stuff in our
society, and | started to re-think our social lives. | think it is a very interesting field.

o HFHEIN: [EEFEN]
® social lives: HH&4E

® stuff: kA, WA (—MRAIELRIE)

2) Do you sometimes feel that you have to study too

hard?

Sometimes, | do. Especially when | have tons of reading materials to handle, | feel
overwhelmed. On the one hand, | know | have to read them, but on the other hand, | really
find them kind of dull.

o HEIH: [3EMH]
® tonsof 1R%Z

fee overwhelmed: wEHEAITE

dull: ZTHIAY

3) What do you like to do just after you finish class

every day?

I'd like to keep myself idle for a while, but in a good way. | mean, after the whole day of
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studying, | want to relax, just sit there, thinking about nothing. That's my way of refreshing
myself.

o HEMD [MAZR]

® idle: TFIEEMN (X MIXREBREXH, FAAXFEER— [inagoodway] 3k
BRRIAX BN TREE AHRX, KUPXHHRE")

® refresh oneself: it& ABBHEIRSKBRA—I

MR Work, FETERENT—L@BPIERE 3 PEARSER:
1)  What's your job?

| work as a programmer at an Internet company. | write codes and work with my colleagues
to develop applications. | am happy to see people enjoy our applications.

o TEXHN [BCMER]

® programmer: EF R

® write codes: 5L

® develop applications: F&ETEF
® colleagues: [EZE

® applications: N

2) Do you sometimes feel that you have to work too

hard?

Sometimes, | do. Especially when | have tons of numbers to handle, | feel overwhelmed. On
the one hand, | know | have to cope with them, but on the other hand, | really find them kind
of dull.

e HEiRy: [IEm]
® tonsof R%E
® fee overwhelmed: FefEME AT

® dull: WY
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3) What do you like to do just after you finish work
every day?

I'd like to keep myself idle for a while, but in a good way. | mean, after the whole day of
working, | want to relax, just sit there, thinking about nothing. That's my way of refreshing
myself.

o HEMD: [MAZR]

® dle: TFFEEMN (XMEARZEEXH, PTAXFEEA— [inagoodway] &
RERAREN TRES AR, EUPXHHE")

® refresh oneself: L& AARBHUIRSIGRA—HT

2. Where do you live

1)  Where are you living at the moment?

At the moment, | share an apartment with another person. It's not super large, but it's cozy,
and | also have my own space; that’s great.

o FEIS: [IFN]
® cozy: £HEM

2)  What do you like about the area you're living in?

| like the area a lot. Life here is convenient. There are several big shopping malls. There are
also libraries here, so | can spend some good time with my friends and family.

o H@EIH: [IEMH])
® shopping malls: &%

3) Do you know many other people who live nearby?

Not really. Actually, | just moved here, so | barely know anyone. But | will try to know more
people; | am thinking about having a housewarming party someday, so that | can bond with
others.
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o TEHN: [HEA]

® Darely: JLSER

® housewarming party: BEFEIRXT (MEIFHRzfE, BiIEEEMNTERIA party)
® bond with sb: FIFEAIMREE

3. Birthdays

1)  What do you normally do on your birthday?

| normally eat my birthday cake on my birthday--| guess it's too normal? Even kind of dull, |
guess. But let me think:--this is really what | do every year. Perhaps | should try something
different next year.

o HFHEID: [BEFM]
® dull: ETHIY

2)  What did you like to do on your birthday when you

were a child?

Eating a cake, definitely. When | was a child, | was very jealous of those kids who could eat
snacks and cakes every day. But | could just have one cake in a whole year: it was on my
birthday, so | was really crazy about the cake.

o EHERN [PAZR]
® be jealous of. EH

® be crazy about sth: X XXX R&iIIE

3) How important are birthdays to you now?

When | was a child, | guess a birthday was very important. As | just said, it was my cake-time.
As for now, | guess it still matters--but in a different aspect. Birthdays are important to me
now because | can bond with my friends.

® EEI: [compare-and-contrast]

® matter: REZE (EA3ME)



(BHEFEKR 14 ROEMERE)

® inadifferent aspect: M\— N AEAE
® bond with sb: FIFEAIIERAE

4)  Which birthdays are most important in your country?

Hmm:-you got me | guess it's the 30-year-old birthday, 40-year-old birthday, and 50-
year-old-birthday that are important, because they mean a totally different life stage. People
tend to be very sentimental on these birthdays.

o HEIN: [BRERZitrAE]
® ifestage: A4EMER

® sentimental: ZRAERA

4. Weather

1) How often do you check the weather forecast?

Hmm:-you got me--| guess | have to say--hardly ever | know it's very convenient to
check the weather forecast: it's right there, on the phone, but | just don’t have that habit.

o HFHEIN: [BERZITHAIE]
® it'srightthere: EREME (right ZEXEERIFAER)

® don't have that habit: S&XNSIIE

2) Do you generally prefer hot weather or cold weather?

They are equally bad, | guess. But if | have to choose, | would say | prefer cold weather.
Because in hot weather, | need to worry about not only the heat, but also the sunburn. The
sunlight is actually harmful to our skin.

o HEy: [EA]
® cqually bad: —#f=

® sunburn: s
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3) Has the weather changed much in recent years in

your country?

Oh, yes, it became much hotter than before. | guess it's not only in my country, everywhere
in the world suffers from the hot weather, as well. We all hate the global warming.

® HE@ERD: [compare-and-contrast]
® suffer from: EZF|

® global warming: £IKZHE

4)  Would you like to live in a place that has a very

different climate from your country?

| haven't really thought about this question-:| mean, of course, the climate is really important,
but I need to think about other stuff as well, my study, my work, for example. So | think | won't
make any hasty decisions.

o REMy [FRZITHAE]
o stff: FF (BRRAELNAIR)

® hasty decision: GIEHIRE

5. Morning

1) Do you like getting up early in the morning?

No, | hate it. | guess nobody likes getting up early in the morning. AlImost everyone around
me, they all get cranky if they have to get up early.

o E@EIRn: [ ANZRR]
® cranky: T|IEH

2) Do you eat breakfast at home every morning?

| tried to. | know it's good for our health. But you know sometimes when | got up late, | had
to rush for everything, the whole morning would be a mess and | would have no time for
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breakfast.

o HEIHN: [MAZH]
® rush: FWITHME

® Dbeamess: —HE

3) Do you have the same morning routine every day of

the week?

Yes, | do. | am supposed to get up early, eat breakfast, and then embrace my whole day: this
is supposed to be my routine. But | ruined it all the time: | got up late and ate no breakfast,
and this became my new routine.

o EEIa: [MARRD]
® be supposed to do: AENIZMFEE
® embrace my whole day: #IBFRH—E X

4)  Are your mornings very different now from when

you were younger?

Yes, they are entirely different. My mother used to wake me up, cook breakfast for me,
everything was in order. But now, as | said before, my mornings became kind of chaotic.

® HEEER: [compare-and-contrast]
® beinorder: HREF

® chaotic: SEELAY

6. Snacks

1)  When you were a child, did you have a favourite

snack?

Yes, it was chocolate. | guess | liked it not only because it was delicious, but also because it
was fancy to eat chocolate. For me, eating something like ice-cream was childlike, but eating
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chocolate was more sophisticated.
o TEHN [HEA]

® fancy: AT

® sophisticated: A{ZAEY

2)  When do you eat snacks now?

| eat snacks when | am bored, or, how to say, idle. Also, | will eat snacks when | am under
huge pressure. The rumor has it: eating snacks is good for the pressure.

e EEIN: [MAFELE (LibZE: HhEEE)]
® idle: TETMH

® Therumor has it+ B S+4F: i

3)  Would you choose a snack that is healthy, or a snack

that tastes good?

Actually, | think | don’t need to choose, because there are so many snacks that are healthy
and also taste good. If you browse videos on Tiktok, you will find a lot of ads promoting the
so-called yummy and healthy food.

o HEEipy: [EMA]
® Dbrowse videos on Tiktok: RI#IF
® od: TH

=

® promote. Bf%

4) Do people in your country often eat snacks between

meals?

This is really a personal question. | really think it depends, depends on whether the snacks are
tasty enough, and depends on whether the person is on a diet. But nowadays, a lot of people
eat snacks instead of meals, to lose weight.

o HeRn: [FirEm]
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® personal question: ALY [E) B

® beonadiet: FEFILH
7. Technology
(A technology VIR RHxiRE, MAZE BFERK)
1)  What types of technology do you use most?

Smartphones, definitely, | use it every day. It's like | am not USING it, but it has become part
of my life, or, part of my body. | know it sounds weird, but that's true.

o EEWH: (BRI
o itsike+aTF: AR

® weird: TFEM
2) Do you like using technology?

No, | won't use the word “like”, actually. It's more like | can’t live without it. It's like the air to
me. Do | like air? Not really. But it is surely very important, even paramount, | guess.

® FEEID: [compare-and-contrast]

® paramount: EXEER (EEEELL important )

3) Is there a piece of technology that you would like to
buy?

Not really, I think. | have bought everything | need: smartphone, iPad, computer, and a lot of
other stuff. They do bring me a lot of conveniences, but also they can be a huge burden
sometimes, so | don't think | need more.

o HEH [HEA]
® stuff: K (ZRABLIGE)
® ahuge burden: —MNEXMITIE
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4)  What made you choose the last piece of technology

you bought?

The necessity for my life, | think. | mean, | bought my phone because | really need it, but not
because it has a fancy look, or it's appealingly cheap. | think a lot of people are just like me,
being driven by necessity.

o ey [Ef]

® afancy look: —PEEEHISMER

® appealing cheap: BEH W3] KM
® Dbedriven by: # XX FRIR{E

8. Writing

1)  What kinds of things do you write during a typical
day?

In the last few years, | guess it was my assignment; | wrote it so that | could graduate. But in
the last few months, | guess it was the IELTS writing essays; | wrote them so that | can pass
the exam.

® HEEER: [compare-and-contrast]

® assignment: fEN (4FHERZEMEN, F/NFEELZE homework)
2) Do you prefer typing or writing things by hand?

| prefer to type things when it comes to something formal, or, how to say, official, for example,
my assignment. But | prefer to write by hand when it comes to something more personal, like
a letter.

® EEID: [compare-and-contrast]

® official. B77AY, ERXM

® personal: FAANRY
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3) Did you like writing when you were a child?

No, | hated it, because it was so tiring. And to be honest, my handwriting was not good, even
kind of hideous, | guess, so after | learned how to type, it was a great relief for me.

o HEIN: [PMALRH]
® hideous: HFBARY (FRELE ugly iR)
® relief: R, fRIN

4) Do you think the kinds of things you write will

change in the future?

In the near future, | don’t think so. | am used to writing letters by hand to my intimate friends,
so | guess | am still going to write to them every year. It's the best way to say: we are bonding.

o HEHEIH: [EH]
® Dbeusedtodoing: JBFHEE
® intimate: EEMN

® bond: JMREE

9. Geography

1) Did/do you study geography at school?

Yes, | did. In China, since geography is a compulsory subject from primary school to high
school, every student needs to study it.

o EEIy: [EH]

® compulsory subject: AEIR
2) Do you enjoy learning about the geography of other
countries?

Yes, | love it. Basically, | enjoy learning about the geography, history, and literature of other

11
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countries. Comparative studies in these fields are always so much fun, and it's a good chance
to reflect on ourselves.

o EEMy: [HEH]
® comparative studies: EFLERFAR

® reflectonsh: RE/KIFRFMEABD

3) Is there a country you'd like to visit because of its
geography?

Yes, and it's China. Actually, | am saying this not only because | am Chinese, but more
importantly, China is so big, and it has really diverse kinds of landscapes; they are really worth
exploring.

o HEIH: [3EMH]
® diverse: LMW

4) How good are you at reading maps?

Not very good, to be honest. | mean, | am in a three-dimensional world, but paper maps are
always two-dimensional, so you can imagine the difference. But luckily, we nowadays have
various applications on the phone to find the right location.

® HEEER): [compare-and-contrast]
® three-dimensional: =#H

® two-dimensional: —#HY

10.Housework/Job at home

1) Did you do anything to help at home when you were

younger?

Yes, | did, even though | was reluctant to do it. When | was a child, my mother taught me the
importance of helping with the housework. And | would be told to do some simple tasks:
washing the dishes, for example.

12
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o HEMD: [MAZR]

® reluctant: RNEEH

2) Do you do a lot of cooking at home now?

No, | barely do that. To begin with, | suck at cooking; secondly, | am too lazy to cook, so |
would always go out to eat or have food-delivery service. | know this is not sustainable,
especially financially; | may try to cook more in the future.

o FEIN: [HEH]
® barely: EARARN

® food-delivery service: %psE

3) Do you like everything to be very tidy at home?

No, not really. | know a lot of people like that; they like everything to be tidy and well-
organized. But | am different, being organized is kind of dull to me. | just need to make sure
everything | need is within my reach; that's enough.

o HEIN: [MAFE]
® dull: LTI
® Dbe within one’s reach: TEEATUBEENTEER

4) Is there a job at home that you really don’t enjoy
doing?

It's washing dishes. First of all, | used to do it all the time, so | have aversion to that now.
Secondly, | would rather cook; cooking is kind of fun, but washing dishes is really boring, and
even depressing.

o FEIN: [HEH]
® have aversion to sth: JRE XX (BE— M EEENIMDFRIA)

® depressing: L AREBEIL
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11.Travelling on public transport

1) Do you often travel on public transport?

No, not really. But that's not because | don't like public transport or anything, just because |
don’t go out a lot. But when | go out, | prefer public transport to a taxi.

o E&Eiss: [HE]
® oranything: sEHAHMER

2) Did you use public transport when you were a child?

No, my parents never allowed me to do that: they worried about my safety, so they would
always drive me everywhere. If my memory serves me well, | was always in my father's car
when | was a child.

® HEMD: [MAZRK]

® |f my memory serves me well: R ZICHEAIE

3) Do many people use public transport in your

country?

Yes, | think so. | think it results from the financial situation of the whole country. Not everyone
can afford a car. Also, the public transport systems are really advanced and convenient, at
least in big cities.

e E@Eipsy: [EMA]
® financial situation: &N

® advanced: KIAHY

4)  Will you use public transport more in the future?

Yes, definitely. As | said, not everyone can afford a car; using public transport can save me a
lot of money. Also, it's environmentally friendly. | am very concerned about our nature.

o FEIN: [HEH]

14
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® cnvironmentally friendly: IREALFHI

® be concerned about: il

12.Puzzles
(R puzzle RIRFRA . MW, 00 EEEXR, #HIREF)
1) Did you enjoy doing puzzles when you were a child?

Yes, | did. But what | did was Chinese versions. | mean, you need to fill in one Chinese character
to complete the whole word. It was really fun and good for word accumulation.

o FHEIH: [PMAZH]
® Chinese version: HMARA
® character: (BAH) F

® accumulation: FRE

2)  Which do you find easier to do: word puzzles or

number puzzles?

| find word puzzles easier. | have always been not very good at numbers; | guess numbers
hate me. In contrast, | like reading, so | accumulated a lot of words, so word puzzles are much
easier for me.

® FEEI: [compare-and-contrast]

® accumulate: FRE

3)  Would you ever do a puzzle when you're travelling?

No, | don't think so, because puzzles require a lot of thinking, but when | am travelling, | just
want to relax; thinking and doing puzzles makes me nauseous, especially when | am in a
moving train.

o FEIs: [HEH]

® nauseous: ZEntAY
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4) Do you think doing puzzles is a good way for older

people to spend their free time?

Yes, | think so. Actually, abundant research supports this saying. Doing puzzles provides
enough mental exercise for us, it benefits not only older people, but also people at different
ages.

o HEHH: [3EMH]
® abundant: KEMN
® mental exercise: B f11I1%:

® benefit: BT

13.Names

1) Does anyone in your family have the same name as

you?

No. Actually, | think this doesn’t happen a lot in China. We tend to have different names in a
family, to show the difference, and sometimes to avoid embarrassment, | guess.

o EHEIH: [HEH]
® avoid embarrassment: 3B 5 il it

2)  Does your name have any meaning?

(RRTMAREELBBEACHET, EMRETEHEENETURARNER)

| think it should have. But actually, it doesn’t: my parents told me they just wanted to give me
a very random and normal name; this makes me feel not special.

o EEIN: [MARF]
® random: FEALAY
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3)  What name would you choose to give a child?

Actually, | really thought about that. First, it has to have some special meaning; secondly, the
character should be easy to write and recognize. You know, writing very complicated
characters can be torture.

o HEHD: [THMN]
® character: (B @) =

® torture: ITEE

4)  Are some names more popular than others in your

country?

Yes, especially for my parents’ and grandparents’ generations. | think a very popular name for
the male is Z[E, which can be loosely translated as “help build our nation”. It really says a
lot about the era.

o HFEin: [£H]
® |t really says a lot about sth: EAYRAER AR XX

14.Singing

1) Did you learn to sing when you were at school?

Yes, | did. Actually, singing was a compulsory subject at my school, so basically, everybody
had to learn to sing.

o HERD [MAZR]

® compulsory subject: MERIB

2)  Would you ever sing with other people now?

Yes, but we do that at our own places. Because in that way, we can sing more freely, we can
sing, we can dance, we can even yell sometimes; that's cool.

o WEHD: [Hitt]

17
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® place: AEBEE®EIUHBER R
® freely: Bl

3) Do you like listening to other people sing?

That really depends. | am not saying | am not a good listener, but when it comes to singing
and listening, it really depends on the person who is singing: for example, whether he has a
beautiful voice.

o FEIN: [HEH]
® |amnotsaying: EHARU - (ATHEEECHUR)

® whenitcomesto: HIKATKILE]

4) Do you think singing can make people feel happy?

At first glance, | would say yes. But it also depends on what kind of songs this person is singing.
| mean, if he just broke up, and he is singing a sad song, that will just make him more
depressed.

o =EHY: [EA]

® atfirstglance: F&EZT

® Dbreakup: 7F (LB broke up)
® depressed: FRTAY

15.Social Media

1) How often do you use social media?

| use them every day. And | think | am speaking for most young people nowadays in China. It
seems social media have already become part of our life.

o HEMa: M)
® | am speaking for sb: FREBRRENA/FKEAN (2ROENUE)
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2) Did you use social media more in the past?

No, | really don't think so. | guess | have been increasingly dependent on social media; | mean,
| used it a lot in the past, but | use it even more today. | don’t know whether it's good or not.

o HEMD: [MAZR]

® be increasingly dependent on: 3k k%

3) Do you think your friends use social media too much?

Actually, they use social media as often as | do, so if | say they use them too much, | am
actually judging myself, as well, right? | won't do that. So | think they are just doing ok, not
too much.

o EEHH (M)
® judgesb: 1) WREA; 2) AFRAREIN (XELE-HE)
® sbisdoingok: RA (REE) &

4)  Would you like to work in social media in the future?

Yes, | have thought about that. But you know, to like something is one thing, but to work in
that field is totally another, so | still need to ponder this question.

o HEMN: [Em]

® todo Ais one thing, but to do Bis another: XX &2—EIZE, EXXXZF—EET (2
ROEE)

® ponder: {FHHE*
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