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Day2 

  

  Part 1 Part 3   

 1.  2.  3. ①-④  

 4.  5.  ①-④    

   

1.  

 

why the use of linking words/conjunctions (for reasons).  

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because  
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…) 

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

 
Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 
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• As informal

 
        As I’ve just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal  
        I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+  part3  
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that/ because OK … 
 

Linking words/conjunctions (for results) 

• So  
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore  
I think I've stayed too long. Therefore, I'm leaving in the morning. 

• Consequently part3  

• As a result, part3  
 

- Do you remember one of your teachers? p1 teachers  
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 Yes, I remember my high school English teacher. She was so nice to me and she saw a lot of potential in me

. She was all the time encouraging me to speak up more  during class and shared with 

me a lot of her favorite movies and TV series. Because of her, I fell in love with English .  

 I remember a teacher that I really, really disliked in middle school. She was so unprofessional . She 

never paid attention to our needs  and was very impatient . The worst part was

, she only favored those ones who had better grades . And she even formed a little 

group  with those students. She was so mean  to students who were outside the group. And 

we were all the time feeling belittled  and looked down upon , so it was a really bad 

memory.  

 

- How important are friends to you? p1 friends  

 Oh yeh, for me, friends are so incredibly important. They provide me with a strong sense of community and 

belonging . We support one another , and share tears and laughter

 together. I really enjoy spending time with my friends. Those moments are so therapeutic  and 

essential for my mental health .  

 Yes, I love all my friends and they mean the whole world to me . My friends provide me 

with emotional support and companionship . We always do things together, and try new 

experiences together. We learn and grow together. I feel so grateful for those relationships I have, and I know 

that we will always be there for each other no matter what .  
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Well, I appreciate the value of friendship, but many times, I find that I’m more productive and fulfilled when I 

am on my own. Yes, friendship is important, but I would always choose my own personal growth over 

friendship. Especially at this stage in my life where I’m more focusing on my career path, and I 

value my personal time a lot. Therefore, I choose quality over quantity  when it comes to friendship. 

I’d prefer only having a few close friends  rather than a large group of acquaintances

.  

 Well, friendship is really important, but at this stage in my life, as a new mother , I have to 

choose my baby and my family over friends. I haven’t seen my friends for quite a while as I don’t even have the 

time to practice self-care . But before I got married and built my own family, I used to be such a 

people person , a social butterfly , and I loved hanging out with my friends.  

 

- Do you go to a good school?  

 Uhmmm, I would say, it’s a pretty good school, yes. It’s top 10 in China. Great students, great faculty, great 

learning atmosphere. Very accommodating, flexible and innovative. I’m learning a lot and having so much fun 

here. So yeh, I’m a proud student  of XXX university.  

 Yeh, my high school is one of the best schools in my city. It’s spacious and clean. Well-equipped, and offers 

the best/top-notch school facilities. We have our own gym and swimming pool. The teachers are professional, 

patient, respectful and pay a lot of attention to our needs . The students are amazing as 

well. Everyone has a strong sense of school spirit .  
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 Uhmmm, it’s not the best school, if you know what I mean. Things could be better at my school. For example, 

we don’t even have our own sports field .  

2.   

①  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading; however, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

• Nevertheless however   
I was tired, I nevertheless decided to stay up and finish the project. 

even though…still…”  

• That said/Having said that informal part3 
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 

 

- Have you ever been to a zoo or a safari park? p1 wild animals  

 Yes, I have been to both a zoo and a safari park. But I have to say that I’m not a zoo person. I don’t enjoy 

seeing those animals being trapped in such small spaces in the cages. I would much prefer seeing them in big 
safari parks, going about their day and thriving. I just love observing them from a far distance without hurting 

or disturbing them.  

 

- Do you like your current learning atmosphere?  
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 I love it! The learning atmosphere here is really positive. Not super intense, but students are pretty 

hardworking and scholarly/studious. However, it doesn’t mean that  we don’t know how to have fun. 

We study hard and party hard . At my school, there are more than 100 school clubs

.  

 My university is a famous party school. So, there’s no such thing as  learning atmosphere. Haha! 

The “partying atmosphere” is pretty intense, I’d say .  

Yeh, my high school is very scholarly. Students are hardworking. It’s competitive , but not in a 

negative way . We enjoy the whole learning process.  

- Do you think children sometimes have to make important decisions? (p3 p2 ) 

I root for  giving the opportunity to children to make important decisions themselves. I believe they 

need to learn to take accountability and ownership . They need to learn to collect data

, analyze information  prior to  the decision-making, and also be willing to 

accept the consequences afterwards , to be able to learn from their mistakes. However, it 

doesn’t mean that  parents should just stand aside and do nothing . The role 

that parents are playing is providing guidance , resource and support .  

- Do you think government should make it a rule for people to use public transportation? (p3 p2

) 

I root for/ vote for  promoting the use of public transportation. I believe it is essential for the greater 

good of the society . I can’t stress this enough the importance of using public transportation
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. However, with that being said, I don't think the government should 

make it a rule. The moment when they force people to use public transportation, that could be seen as taking 

away their personal freedom and right. It should be up to people themselves to decide  

how they want to travel. This is basic human right.  

- Do you think children should have a lot of toys? (p3 p2 ) 

I think kids should have toys but not too many. Toys are really good for kids in the sense that they help kids 

develop a lot of skills such as cognitive skills , fine motor skills , and even social skills

. However, having too many toys can lead to a sense of materialism, meaning, they don’t know how 

to appreciate and cherish their toys, and end up constantly seeking more and more , and never 

be able to get satisfied. And it can also be overwhelming for children since they have too many options and too 
much stimulation. With fewer toys, kids can use their imagination and creativity to play with what they have, 

and plus, it forces kids to learn the concept of sharing their toys so that can have more fun. +  

 

②  

• (and) also, /(and) plus,/ and too/ on top of that,/ what’s more,/ besides (that),/ in addition (to that),/ 

additionally, +  

• Moreover, /furthermore,/ … , part3 

•  I mean, you know,  
- What are your favorite sports? (p1 health) 

I go to the gym to work out on a regular basis . That’s the best way for me to stay in shape

 and keep fit. Working out definitely helps/allows me blow off the steam  after work/after 

school. It definitely boosts my confidence . Each time after a workout, I always feel like the 



 
 

8 
 

hottest guy/girl in the world . And plus, I get to make new 

friends at the gym. A gym is a perfect place to meet new people.  

 I love playing all sorts of ball games . Tennis, badminton, Ping pong, you name it

. They are physically challenging  and involve a lot of skills and techniques. That’s why 

I find them super interesting. I get fully relaxed by playing ball games.  

③  especially…; My favourite singers/ band/ artist/ brand is… 

 

- Are there TV programs about wild animals in your country? (p1 wild animals) 
Yes, there are many TV programs about wild animals in my country. The most famous one is called “humans 
and nature”. Gosh I loved that show when I was little. This show is for people of all ages. It is highly informative 
and entertaining. It showcases the diversity of wildlife and also highlights the importance of protecting these 

animals and their habitats. There’re many TV programs like this in China.  

- Do you like modern art or traditional art?  

 I love modern art. Especially impressionism and post-impressionism . I find these 

styles far more relatable  than traditional art. They are full of color diversity  and 

brightness. Because that was the first time when painters decided to go out and catch sun and light. They 

express their feelings/perceptions through the light and color , rather than 

create exact representations .  

 I wouldn't consider myself an art expert/ art lover, but I definitely prefer modern art. There's 

something about the expressive and emotional qualities of modern art that really resonates with me
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. I can relate to  modern art more easily. While traditional art often showcases  

impressive technical skills, it doesn't always speak to me on a personal level .  

 There’s something about XXX that…  

“used for saying that someone or something has a particular quality but you are not certain what it is, you 
can’t pinpoint/ put a finger on what it is: 

There’s something about Christmas that makes everyone behave like children.” 

 I love traditional art more. When I look at Renaissance art in the museum, I always feel mind blown  by 

the level of technique  in those paintings. It takes decades of practice.  

- What music do you like?  

 I like almost every type/kind/genre  of music. Pop, Jazz, Hip-Hop, country…basically, I just love 

exploring new stuff . I especially love experimental music  and fusion style music

.  It’s so fun to listen to unique things. I’m very accepting  and openminded  when it 

comes to music.  

 I love country music. My favourite country music singer is Taylor Swift. I just love her music, the rhythm, 

melody and lyrics, everything. Her music really clicked with me  the 

first time I heard it. I fell in love with  her and her music right away/immediately. I can relate to

 many of her songs.  

3.  

① WH  

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/saying
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/quality_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/certain_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/behave
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/like_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/children
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WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  

WH +WH P1

 

- What are your favourite sports? (p1 health) 
I love running. I go for a run every day in the morning before going to work. My favourite place for running is 
the botanical garden near home. Each time when I run there, I could get some sun, listen to birds singing, smell 

the flower fragrance in the air, just get closer to nature. It’s the best way for me to start the day. WH  

 

② . . 

 

- How do you learn a foreign language? (p1 language) 

Well, my way of learning a foreign language is just like a child. I will immerse myself in this language

 by listening to songs or watching movies or videos in this language. And I will repeat what I hear, and try to 

mimic the intonation and emotion . And then over a certain period of time, I will start to get 

the hang of it . It really works well for me  and that's the method I would recommend to 

everybody.  

 Well, my way of learning a foreign language is like a typical adult , very logical and 0 intuitive

. Normally, I will spend a lot of time on learning the grammar. First, lay a 

foundation  of grammar and then slowly build my vocabulary , and finally, I'll put 
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vocabulary into sentence structures to form a sentence . It's like math for me, and it's really 

lacking imagination , but it works for me.  

- How are languages taught and learned in your school? (p1 language) 

In my school, we take English classes and Chinese classes . Well, Chinese is my mother 

tongue, so I don’t have problems speaking or using it. But when it comes to learning English, I would say it is 

taught and learned in a very counterintuitive way  in my school, AKA boring AKA 

also known as . It's definitely not the most suitable way for young students. For example, we spend a lot of 

time memorizing the rules, the grammar, the new words, but everything is done in a silent way. We don't really 

speak, let alone  using it in conversations. It’s really bad!  

③  

 

a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you…when you were little? 

 

b.  

- Have you ever worked in a small business?  

 No, I haven’t. I’ve been a student all my life. I’ve never even had a part-time job. So, no.  

Yes, I worked at a small bakery  for a few months during summer holiday this year, and it was a 

great experience. The owner was very hands-on , and I was able to learn a lot about baking and 
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running a small business . The atmosphere was very friendly and I felt like part of a family

.  

 Yes, I worked at a small restaurant and it was a great experience. The owner was very passionate about the 

food and it was a great opportunity to learn about the restaurant industry . It was a team, only 4 

people including the owner, haha, but we were very close and it felt like working with a family.  

 I worked for a small online company and it was not a good experience. The owner was very messy and 

disorganized . And it was difficult to get clear instructions. The workload was overwhelming

. Plus, I didn't feel like I was making a meaningful contribution . I left the job feeling burnt 

out  and unappreciated.  

 No I haven’t, but I’m curious about what it would be like to work for a small company. I worked for a large 

retail company years ago. I was able to learn a lot. However, the company was so big that it was difficult to 

navigate /get around and find the right people to talk to. That’s why I’m curious about working for a 

small business.  

④   

 

• “for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “namely…” ; to 

name a few,”  
The report focuses on several key issues, namely, the budget, the workforce, and the timeline. 

The company offers a variety of services, to name a few, consulting, coaching, and training. 
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• “an example would be…” , “an example in point would be…”, “to give you an example…”,  
“let’s say…”,  “say…”, 
 
- Are there wild animals in your country? (p1 wild animals) 

I’d say yes, there are many wild animals in China. China is a huge country with varied natural environments that 
provide animals with all kinds of natural habitats. For example, we have wild pandas, tigers, monkeys, and 

cranes . However, with all the hunting and other human activities, there’re many animals/species

 that are endangered / dying out . And that’s why we all need to do our part and 

protect these species for our future generations.  

4.  

No  
“I wish I could…, but” 
 

- Do you often go out with your friends? (p1 friends) 
No, not really. Like I said, I don’t even have the time for myself, let alone for my friends. However, I wish I could 
be able to spend quality time with my close friends. I’m hoping that one day, when my baby is older, I would 

have more time for myself and my friends. I really look forward to that day.  

 

5. P3  

 

 

• P3
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• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 

30-40s  
 

 VS  

 + 

Many people would say that… and I totally agree/ I’m on the same page/I totally share that view/ I’m all for 
it. 

Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s not 
always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an empathetic tone) 

+ I believe… ; I think/reckon… ; I guess/suppose… ; the way I see 

it, … ; in my view, … ; I’m of the opinion that…; from my point of view, …; from my perspective, …; to 

my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj. ;  

Here’s my two cents…; In my humble opinion, …; Here’s an unpopular opinion…  

My advice for you…take it or leave it! 

I know, I’m getting to the point , bare with me , haha, 

I’m just setting the stage/ providing some context/ providing some background/ paving my way . 
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- Do you think it's important to be able to read a map? (p3 p2 ) 

Many people nowadays are losing the skill of reading a map. They think maps are not relevant

 anymore. Everybody has a smartphone and they can get directions through their navigation apps. It is true. 

Nowadays, the chance of us using a map is very very low. But still, you never know

. Maybe one day you get lost in the woods  without any reception , or your phone just 

runs out of battery/ dies . The way I see it, it is still important to know how to read a paper map. 

It's like having a plan B .  

- Do you think people need to develop the habit of reading and why? (p3 p2 ) 

Well, many people would say that we're now living in a visual-oriented age  with the rise of 

the internet and social media , which means there has been a shift from reading books to 

watching visual content  such as videos and photos. And they say, 

information is information. As long as we can get information and learn things, we shouldn't be picky/choosy 

with the format . But I don't see it that way. I think it is still very essential to develop the habit of 

reading. Reading is learning things in-depth and in a more solid way . It’s is a great 

way to expand our knowledge and improve our vocabulary. At the same time, through reading, we can develop 
a lot of critical thinking skills. Another thing is, reading is silent, so you have a lot of time listening to yourself, 
your own inner thoughts, and actively think with the book rather than passively receiving information from the 
video. And also, reading is a great way to foster patience and let off the steam, meanwhile enjoy some solitude

. Therefore, it should still be a valuable habit to develop.  

- Do you think people are born with time management skills or they can develop them? p3 p2

 



 
 

16 
 

Many people would say that time management skills are something people can learn and develop as they grow. 

I agree. But I also think there are some innate personality characteristics  that you can 

find in people who have great time management skills. Some people are born with the talent of time managing

. They have a better sense of time, they are good multitaskers, and they’re better at 

controlling their pace  when doing things.  

 + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

 +  +  

 I know, some people may say/ think that… 

- Do you think it's important to do some preparation before you travel to a new place? (p3 p2 ) 
Well, personally, I always make sure that I prepare something before I travel to a new place. At least I will book 
the hotel and flight tickets, and research a little bit about the local culture, because I don't want to be 

inappropriate  or do something that is taboo  in that place. And I know that some young 

people nowadays really love improvising  their trips and go to a new place without any preparation. 

They think that improvisation sounds really cool as it’s footloose and fancy-free . But I see 

that as such a waste of time and money as you might end up missing out on a lot of the must-sees and must-

dos  due to your ignorance . You won't really make the most of 

the trip . And the risky thing is, you might not have a place to crash at night

. That actually happened to me years ago. I went to a place without booking anything and at night I 
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realized that all the hotels were booked. I almost slept on the street. Looking back on that experience, it was 

stupid to just play cool  and prepare nothing. + .  

- Do you think old people and young people can share interests? (p3 p2 ) 
For sure! Both the young and old definitely can have a lot of things in common! I know, some people would say 
that they are so different physically and intellectually that they can’t share interests. But there’re things people 

can do that have nothing to do with  the age or physical strength. For example, both old and 

young people can be sports fans . They can definitely sit in the same room, on the same couch, and 

watch the same sports game together. And other examples would be, reading books, watching movies and 

listening to music. So yeh, they can totally share some same interests.  

  

(a)    (P1 ) 

(b)  

In the past, back in the (old) days, prior to this, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, 

I/we/people used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, … 

- What games do kids like to play now? (p3 p2 ) 

I would say that's a really tough question  as I don't have much knowledge about it. I'm not a parent, and 

I'm in my 20s 20 , so I'm pretty far from the world of children. From my observation, I think kids 

nowadays, especially kids over 10 years old, are really into video games , which is completely 
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different from the time when I was little. We used to spend a lot of time outdoors playing hide and seek and all 
kinds of kids’ games. But nowadays, if you pay attention, you don't really see that many kids playing on the 
street anymore. They are actually staying at home and playing video games or mobile games, like, Super Mario, 
Pokémon or Minecraft, things like that. Each time when I see my 10-year-old nephew, he's using his parents' 
phone and playing something. So, no, I don't really know what games they're playing currently. I think it could 

also be an age-group thing . I feel that younger kids might still be interested in physical 

games, like shooting games , war games , role-playing games , board games

, as they are still very young and they are not addicted to the screen yet . But again, 

I’m not an expert, I could be wrong .   

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 

I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

In the near future, …; However, in the distant future,… 

- Do you see driverless cars as the future of cars? (p3 p2 ) 

In the near future , no, I don't see driverless cars as the predominant means of transportation. 

There are still several challenges to overcome, technological limitations would be the NO.1 problem, we see 
Tesla car accidents almost every day on the news, and then, legal and ethical aspects, I don’t think too many 

people have accepted this concept. However, in the distant future , it's possible that driverless cars 

could become more prevalent .  

④  
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I feel torn (tear v.)./ I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now… 

On one hand,…; on the other hand,… 

Yes and no. Yes, …..and NO, …. 

- Do you believe movie reviews? (p3 p2 ) 

Yes and no. Yes, I do believe that movie reviews can provide me with some valuable insights and opinions to 
help me see things from different perspectives. Sometimes when I couldn't fully understand a movie, I'll search 
different movie reviews, trying to gain perspectives and a better understanding of the movie. But I also 

recognize that movie reviews are very subjective , very personal , and sometimes they are 

biased. They don't necessarily resonate with me  or align with my personal taste

. So, I always see movie reviews as just a reference . I still prefer to watch the movie myself and form 

my own judgment .  


