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1.Do you think children should have a lot of toys?
| don’t think children need that many toys. | mean, they should have enough that they can have different options.

They shouldn’t have to play with the same toy every day. But honestly, | think children get too spoiled when they

have a huge toy collection. They’ll start thinking they’re entitled to have everything they want. So, | don’t think that’s

a good attitude to instill in children. They should learn to appreciate what they have, even if it’s not as much as they

might want.

2.Where do children usually play?
Children usually like to play outdoors. You know, they really enjoy outdoor playgrounds and parks. | see so many

children running around in parks these days. They love to play tag with each other. Sometimes they also play games

like hide-and-seek or capture the flag. Those games are best played outside. Playgrounds are also fun for them
because they can use the swings or the see-saw. That being said, some children also like to play inside. They might

enjoy playing pretend at each other’s houses.

3.Do you think there are too many rules for children to follow, whether at school or at home?

4.Do you think children should follow all the rules?

EFZ 2 |don't think there are too many rules for children. Actually I think it's important for them to follow these
rules for their safety and personal growth. For example, washing hands before meals is a rule that promotes their
health, while being on time for school teaches them the value of punctuality. Although children may feel

overwhelmed by different instructions at times, these rules are ultimately designed for their own benefit. So, it's

important for children to follow these rules, and as they grow older, they will come to appreciate the significance

5.Do you think it * s necessary for parents to make decisions for their children?
Yes, | think parents should make decisions for their children. Children are too young to know what’s best for them.

They don’t know what they need in order to do well in life. So parents should be in charge of those decisions. For

example, parents should decide when their kids go to bed. If it were up to the kids, they’d go to bed late every night.

But parents know that kids need a good night’s sleep. So they should decide about their routines in that sense.
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6.Do you think it is good for parents to help their children choose friends? ' TE

| think that if parents don't go too far, helping children choose friends can be beneficial. By guiding their children in

selecting suitable friends, parents can educate them to recognize who is a good friend and who is not. This can
gradually teach them the important qualities of true friendship. Plus, if a child's friends aren’t good for them, parents

can take action to protect them. However, over-interference in a child's social life isn’t always good, as this may

result in the child lacking confidence, struggling with interpersonal relationships, or even having conflicts with their

parents. So it’s important to strike a balance.
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1.Why do you think some people have a better memory than others?
I think some people have a better memory than others for a number of different reasons. Firstly, people who possess
strong levels of concentration and focus tend to have a better memory since the ability to concentrate on something
makes it simpler to take note of the finer details. Besides, memory is related to age. When people are younger they
usually can remember more than older people. Older people struggle a lot with memory. As they age and have more
diverse experiences, there is unfortunately more opportunity for them to forget specific details.

2.What kinds of things do people prefer to remember nowadays?

People have a tendency to remember things that hold significant meaning in their personal lives. Examples of such
events include graduating from university, marriage, and important dates related to their loved ones, like their child's
first steps or words. Additionally, people may also remember experiences tied to their hobbies or interests, such as
the feeling of catching their first fish for those who enjoy fishing. These memories tend to hold a special place in
people's hearts as they represent significant milestones in life, indicating new beginnings and personal growth. They
also evoke feelings of accomplishment and contentment.

3.What can children do to improve their memory?

Children can do a number of things to improve their memory, both at home and at school. At home, children can use
their daily routines to remember basic tasks and responsibilities. At school, many teachers strive to improve students’
memories by playing memory games, and reinforcing lessons learned throughout the previous day. In my opinion,
the best way for children to improve their memories is through repetition; if they repeat the same skill or piece of
information over and over again, they are much more likely to retain it.

4. Is it important for people to remember the past?

Yes, | think it’s very important for people to remember the past, and not just their own past, but the collective past as
well. If people are able to remember their own past, both successes and failures, then they can see just how far they’ve
come. This, in turn, can help them overcome any present or future challenges they may face. Likewise, remembering
the collective historical past can help us to avoid making the same mistakes of the past. Many people said after World
War One that they would never repeat it, but World War Two still happened because not enough people remembered
the horrors of history.

5. What do you think we shouldn’t forget?

One thing that | think we shouldn’t forget is our childhood. It's a time when we experience the beauty and joy of life
with little to worry about. Unfortunately, as we grow up, the stress of work and study often causes us to forget the
innocence and joy we experienced in our childhood. Actually, | believe that the more adults can remember their
childhood, the more caring and imaginative they will be. Our childhood memories also allow us to hold onto our love
for life that we had as children. So it’s important that adults make the effort to remember it.

6. Why do some people remember more of their childhood than others?
Some people remember more of their childhood than others for a variety of reasons. In most cases, people who had
an eventful childhood are more likely to remember it in detail. For example, kids who often went on trips or did
various outdoor activities tend to remember all the fun things they did. Additionally, some children have excellent
observation skills and are more aware of their surroundings, making it easier for them to notice new things and
remember details of their experiences and events.
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1.Who likes to read adventure books?
Well, since people have different personalities and preferences when it comes to books, I think anyone can enjoy adventure

books. But generally speaking, adventure books aren’t necessarily as focused on character development as other genres.

They’re more about convoluted plots that feature fantastical elements. So, people who are more interested in internal
journeys are probably not that into adventure books. Plus, adventure books tend to be lighter reads. They aren’t very serious.

So they’re good for people who just want books as entertainment that won’t make them think too hard.

2. Do people prefer adventure novels or adventure movies?
I suppose that most people prefer adventure movies. Adventure novels can be gripping in their own way, but movies move

at a quicker pace and are able to convey all the important storylines to viewers within just one or two hours. This makes it

simpler for the audience to stay engaged compared to spending days or even weeks finishing a novel. Plus, since you can
see incredible visuals and enjoy the sound effects, it’s a much more thrilling experience. | think that adventure novels

actually make for great adventure movies. I’ve seen some very good adaptations.

3. Why do people like to read adventure books rather than go on an adventure?
I would say that people like reading adventure books as opposed to going on an adventure themselves because there’s a

lot less risk that way. After all, reading about someone going on a deep-sea dive is a lot safer than actually doing it yourself.
Not to mention, it’s a lot less expensive. Plus, adventure books are typically rich in imaginative and creative storytelling,
making it hard to fully recreate their experiences in reality. So, people who enjoy reading such books are often driven by

their curiosity to explore the unknown, rather than a desire to undertake an actual adventure themselves.

4. Who doesn’t like to going on adventures?
It seems to me that reserved people don’t like going on adventures. I’m thinking of people who are very quiet and

introverted. They don’t like leaving their house, let alone going on wild adventures. They much prefer watching someone

else be adventurous on a movie screen. Honestly, that’s totally fine. Not everyone needs to be the adventurous type. We
also need people who are more practical and less likely to get in danger. After all, who would take care of things if everyone
was off on an adventure?

5. What kind of personality should people have in order to experience a lot of adventure?

I think people who want to experience a lot of adventure should be brave and curious. If you aren’t willing to take risks,
you probably won’t have many adventurous experiences. For example, if you’re too nervous to go skydiving or do some
other thrilling activity, then you’ll only end up holding yourself back. Being curious about the unknown and eager to try

new things is also key. It is only when you have a desire to explore new worlds that you will feel compelled to push your

limits. .

6. Will experiencing adventures broaden people’s horizons?
Yes, | definitely think that experiencing adventures will broaden people’s horizons. If they only stay in the same little

bubble all their lives, then they’Il never learn and grow. You need to expose yourself to lots of different things in order to

have a more well-rounded view of the world. That involves taking some risks and being willing to try new things. So, if
you have the courage to step out of your comfort zone and explore new cultures and environments, you'll gain fresh

perspectives on problems, develop innovative ways of thinking and immerse yourself in new lifestyles
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1. What benefits does the internet bring to communication?

The internet has totally revolutionized the way the world communicates. We’ve come a long way since the days of carrier

pigeons. The internet makes it possible for us to connect instantly and for free to anyone with an internet connection and

a device that can connect to it. Before internet calling, you would have to pay a small fortune in long distance fees if you

placed a call to a different area code. The internet has made communication instant and much more accessible.

2. Which one is better, being a communicator or a listener?

Listening is an integral part of communicating. | would say that you need to be a good listener in order to communicate

effectively. In life, everyone just wants to feel seen, heard, and valued. Humans want to feel understood by their peers and

by the world. There’s nothing worse than a loud mouth who blabbers on and on while no one else can get a word in

edgewise. So I’d say that listening is more important when it comes to being an effective communicator.

3. What qualities does a person need to have to be a communicator?

Well, to become a skilled communicator, | think it's important to explain your ideas in a clear and organized way so that

people understand you. In addition, you need to pay attention to the listener's reactions and emotions. If they seem

disinterested or unengaged, you have to quickly adjust your communication style or content. Besides, giving positive

feedback to the listener is another important aspect of effective communication. It encourages them to continue engaging

in the conversation.

4. Why do some people dislike using the internet to communicate?
Some people find communicating online impersonal, especially those from the older generations who were born before
the invention of the internet. It’s true that we can get a much better idea of what someone is like from a face-to-face

interaction than we can through text or email. This isn’t surprising considering how much of communication is made up

of non-verbal cues. It’s also much easier to empathize with a person you meet in real life than a person you’ve only

communicated with online. So, for these reasons, it's easy to understand why some people don't enjoy communicating

online.
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1.What benefits does public transport bring to the world?

First and foremost, public transport is good for the environment, and it is a great way to lower your carbon footprint.

Besides, it reduces congestion in cities because it means less vehicles on the road and less parking lots. It also has the

ability to increase the productivity of its users. If you don’t need to focus on driving, you are able to work or read enroute

to your destination. Another benefit is that it makes commuting more accessible. After all, not everyone is able to get a

driver’s license.

2 .Is it too late for people to get their driver’s license at the age of 18?
I don't think getting a driver's license at 18 is too late. Actually, it's just the right time. There are a few reasons for this.

Firstly, before turning 18, individuals are more susceptible to distractions and impulsive behavior, which can have a

negative impact on driving safety. Just imagine a middle school student driving and losing focus on the road because they

spot a new bubble tea shop. This lack of focus could potentially lead to accidents. Plus, most people stick to school and

home before 18, making learning to drive less of a necessity. During this period, young people can easily rely on other

ways of getting around or getting a lift from their parents.

3.What qualities does a driver need to have?
Most importantly, a driver needs to be skilled at operating the vehicle. They should stay alert and focused while driving.

Distracted driving is extremely dangerous due to unpredictable situations on the road. Besides, drivers need to be calm and

be patient behind the wheel. Sometimes there are accidents on the road or traffic jams, and a good driver never succumbs

to road rage. Last but not least, a driver needs to understand and adhere to the rules of the road. They should be familiar

with the road signs and their meanings.

4.Do you think the government should make it a rule for people to use public transport?

I don’t think that forcing everyone to use public transport is realistic. For one, some people need to transport large and

heavy equipment which wouldn't be possible to put on the bus or train. Plus, many destinations are not served by public

transport, and sometimes, people may be unable to use it due to physical limitations. Additionally, public transport facilities

may not be designed to accommodate people with disabilities, such as those who are blind or use wheelchairs.

5. Which jobs require people to be good at driving?
I suppose that truck drivers and bus drivers need to have exceptional driving skills. They must handle larger vehicles than

private cars and face more challenging road conditions. For example, truck drivers often navigate through winding roads.

It's a real test of their driving expertise. Besides, for professional race car drivers and stunt drivers, it’s necessary to have

incredible fitness and skill behind the wheel due to the fast-paced and dangerous nature of this type of driving. Honestly,

no matter what type of vehicle you drive, you should always be honing your craft and take your role seriously.
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1. Is it important for children to learn traditional festivals at school?
Yes, it's important for children to learn about traditional festivals at school. Nowadays, people can become too focused on

learning about and adopting other cultures, and they can easily lose sight of what makes their own culture unigue. So it's

necessary to learn about traditional festivals. Through learning about these festivals, children can gain knowledge about
their country's history and social customs. This can help them better understand and respect their cultural traditions. Later

on, they can pass down their country's cultural heritage more effectively.

2. Do children like to learn about traditional festivals?
Yes, | think children like to learn about traditional festivals. Not only are these traditions probably somewhat familiar to

them already, which makes it feel special to learn about in school, but they get to celebrate their culture in the classroom.

Schools can organize a range of art activities related to different festivals to enhance students' understanding of them. For
instance, during the Dragon Boat Festival, students can learn how to make zongzi. These activities are often captivating,

so children love soaking up all the knowledge about traditional festivals.

3. Why do people hold events to celebrate?
It seems to me that people hold celebratory events for various reasons, but the main goals are to show joy, create

unforgettable memories, and build stronger bonds. For example, personal achievements such as weddings or graduations

are often celebrated with family and friends to share the happiness and mark the special occasion. Similarly, people also

celebrate annual holidays like National Day by inviting friends to join in the festivities. These events provide perfect

chances to catch up with friends and strengthen relationships.

4. Are traditional festivals disappearing?

I would say that traditional festivals are not disappearing; instead, people are placing a greater value on them. In the past,

due to globalization, people were fascinated by the culture and festivities of foreign countries, like Christmas and
Valentine's Day in the West. However, we're now gradually recognizing the significance of preserving traditional culture,
and as a result, various media outlets and schools are beginning to promote our own traditional culture. For example,

China's Valentine's Day is gaining more attention, indicating that traditional festivals are not disappearing.

5. Is music important in traditional festivals?

Yes, music is a huge part of traditional festivals as it sets the tone for the celebrations and helps shape the culture. Without

music, traditional festivals would feel incomplete. Actually, each festival has its own unique music that reflects its meaning

and significance. For example, "Jingle Bells" is synonymous with Christmas, and singing Christmas songs during the

Qingming Festival, meant for honoring the deceased, would be inappropriate. So, in this sense, the significance of music

in traditional festivals can’t be overlooked.
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1. What do young people like to save money for? / What things will people in your country save money for ?
Generally speaking, young people tend to save money for future investments like buying a car or a house, and also

for education expenses at university or college. However, there are also those who enjoy shopping or traveling, so

they save up for those pursuits. All in all, people in my country will save money whenever they have a goal that they
would like to meet, whether that be in terms of a product or an experience that they want to buy.

2. Is it easy for people to save money to buy something expensive?
| think that saving money depends on the person; some people find it very easy to budget and save a certain amount

of money, while others struggle to stick to a budget and end up spending too much. It also depends on how much
money a person makes, because this determines how much they are able to save and what they are able to afford.
You know, some people need their entire paychecks to pay bills, so it is very hard for them to save anything.

3. Should children have pocket money? Why?
Yes, | think that children should have pocket money, but I also think that parents should be wary of giving their

children too much pocket money. Having some pocket money is a good way for children to learn the value of money,

and to practice budgeting. On the flip side, if children are given too much money, or given money whenever they ask,
then they will never learn the true value of money and could become very greedy or ungrateful.

4.Should children learn how to use money at school or from their parents?
Teaching children about money management is a shared responsibility between parents and educators. At school,

teachers can provide valuable lessons on topics such as money management, budgeting, and taxes, which are great
ways to learn about money. At home, parents can further reinforce these concepts by discussing financial matters

with their children and giving them money to manage. They can also set up a savings plan for their children to

encourage responsible spending habits. So, with both parents and educators working together, children will be more
likely to understand money and manage it effectively.

5. How do people save money?
People save money by making smarter choices with how they spend their money. One way is by making a budget

and setting spending limits. For example, some people figure out how much they can afford to spend on shopping

and socializing each month based on their income. They stick to these limits to control their spending and avoid going
overboard. This helps them save a good amount of money every month. Another good strategy would be to look at
your spending and decide on what you can cut out; maybe eating out less can allow you to save money for something

special.
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6. Why can't some people save money? 0 TE
Some people can’t save money because they struggle with budgeting and they overspend. If people don’t keep track

of how much money they spend on a daily, monthly, and yearly basis, they will never be able to start saving their
money. Besides, some people struggle to save money because they don’t make very much money to begin with; those
living below the poverty line barely make enough to live, much less to save, so even if they try their hardest to budget,

they still can’t save very much.
(Copyrights to # Bid 1314 /8 = 5 )

EX:

LERAER AT AMER? /ERNER, AMISEATATFR?

—RKE, FRAMETARKRNKE, LLOAXESF MUEXZNBEEHAFR. 3, BBEASKY
YRt FEisAXEXEEZFMFER. S0%E ERNER, AMISEFEELINANBIREF
HEER TREUMITRERER.

2NMIRBREZBRIZIBHTNFRE?

BIANABERERERBURTNAN. BEAREIMEFMEHFHEE—EHENE, mEMANENRE
WIME, RASHHLEL. SRXBIURT—PAERS D, FAXRE T ST S D& IUR M)
REMIBGEMNEM. (RAE BEABEMNNE I KRS ZIMMKE, FrXMBIRET T .

3T NiZH FHRIRL? AT A
=0, WANARTRIZEFRE, EROUANRKEBNIDIBABERTAZHATRER. f%F—ETHH%
JRUEZ AT MEIRNNE, FFE2MHE. B2, MRBHTASH, FERBMNEEHRES, B4

KA HERNEENE, XHITELSEMNESEERENTE M.

A FZFMNRIZMNFRGE B M B AR E 5 S 4n e A $%?
HELZTEESHXEILNZEXGMEMALEFE. AFRE, ZIRTMUREHE-LEFNENRE,
WEKREE. MEMBK, XL THREENFTE. ERE, ETNBESEZFINEYFEATS
fisNsRiL N EERE P BUXERS . NETUNZTIE—NES TR, SHMMIFRRTEN
BEIR. AXBHNFRNERBZNT, ZFAIIBERJRERESRNRIFEILEERTE.

5 AMTEE AT EER?

MBI AL R HMHERTOEERER. —MITERMIMETREXHARE. i, FEAZR
EECHBRA, TESRYMATHYMEZN RN, MISERIERFKESBCHTX,
BELEET . XS PAMER—ERER, A—IPENTERXRIACHAXR, FHREDT R W
L WIFDEINEIZILR IR T LR A — R B R P 1T T k.

6. AT AFEAFATE?

FLUAGFAHEERAAMIILETHME, MESHEEER. IRANATHRECER. SANEGELH
S, FKZELEFIEFSR. A, BEAFEREERRAMMNAKRMNBRARAKRS, EEERELE I
THNMNXBRER AT, EdNifFEE T, FURFERIIRNME, MATEFREZE.

(Copyrights to 7§ 2131414 /8 = 15 £)

WHEEERBEETRUIFBRBLIR, BEESHSTAE Penny
14




Fe R AR BRI AT o
Hx BRI P EEREMIEE. BN, BEEEEMERR Penny ZBIRE o j_ifi_t]_
Topic 8 ZKFHIRIER et

1.Why some people are good at giving information to others?

| think that some people are good at giving information to others because they have a very clear way of explaining

things. In order to deliver information in a clear and useful way, you have to use certain strategies in order to appeal

to your listeners. Firstly, you need to be concise, meaning that you only include the essential information that people

need. Besides, you should deliver information in an interesting and engaging way, maybe by using jokes or analogies.

Some people are better at using these strategies, so they communicate well.

2.Why do people not trust online information?
People don’t trust online information because of the rise in fake news over the past decade. It can be hard for people
to know if a website is legitimate or not, meaning that they might believe information that is completely inaccurate.

Recently, more and more news outlets have cropped up that deliver inaccurate information, so | think people are

more likely to second guess any information they come across online. Personally, I like to stick to reliable websites

that have been vetted by journalists and other professionals for my news.

3.What kinds of job need to give information to others?
There are many different jobs that need to give information to others, including teaching, news reporting, and sales.

Teachers and news reporters need to deliver new information to an audience every day, and they need to do so in an

effective and enthusiastic way. Salespeople need to give accurate information about their products, and they need to

convince the buyer to make a purchase. There are other jobs that require the delivery of information, but | would say

that teaching, news, and sales are the most obvious ones.

4.How can people identify if the information is correct or not?

People can identify whether or not information is correct by using a number of different tools. Firstly, they can assess

the validity of the source; are they getting the information from a trusted person in their lives, or from a trusted

website? Or, are they getting information from a random social media post, or from someone they don’t know well?

Secondly, people can assess the quality of the information itself; is it backed up by research, or not? Answering these

questions is the key to determining reliability.
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1. How do people react when they get lost?
When people get lost, their reactions can be very different depending on the situation and the individual. Some people
may become anxious or panicked, while others may remain calm. In some cases, people may ask for directions or

seek help, whereas others may try to rely on their own instincts to find their way back. Personally, when | get lost,

the first thing | do is pull up a map on my phone, but if I didn’t have my phone, |1 would definitely ask for help.

2. Why do some people have a good sense of direction?

| suppose that some people have a good sense of direction due to a combination of factors, including their ability to

form mental maps, their familiarity with the environment, and their attention to landmarks. For example, people who
engage in activities that require navigation, such as hiking or traveling, may develop a better sense of direction over
time. Additionally, some people, especially men, are just naturally gifted, and are able to find their way just about

anywhere. Personally, 1 think this trait has been shaped by the evolutionary history of human beings, where men had

to go on long hunting trips, so they evolved a strong sense of direction.

3. Is a paper map still necessary?

While the rise of digital maps and GPS has made paper maps less necessary in some cases, there are still situations

where a paper map can be useful. For example, in remote areas without reliable cell phone or internet service, a paper

map can be a reliable backup plan. So, having a backup paper map is always a good idea when traveling in nature,

especially remote places. | think that using a paper map can also be a fun and rewarding experience, providing a

sense of satisfaction when you successfully navigate a route.

4. Is it easy to get lost in the area where you live?
| would say that the area where | live is pretty easy to navigate. There are many different neighborhoods within my

city, two rivers, and several landmarks, all of which makes it easier to navigate. You know, it is helpful to have points

of reference when you are trying to find your way around somewhere. In my city, you can always explain where you

are going based on its distance from the rivers and the landmarks, which is very useful for people who struggle with

directions.
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1. Is making decisions difficult? / Should one seek advice from others when making decisions?

Making decisions can be challenging, depending on the complexity and potential consequences of the choice. For example,

choosing a university major can be a daunting decision for students, as the wrong choice could have significant

consequences for their future career and personal growth. Similarly, deciding whether to buy a house can be challenging
due to the substantial financial investment required. In such cases, seeking guidance from trusted sources like family,

friends, or professionals can be valuable. They can provide comprehensive information, help weigh pros and cons, and

assist in making an informed decision.

2. Are young people afraid of failure?
Yes, | would say that many young people are afraid of failure. This is largely due to the impact of society, school education,
and the family environment. For instance, during the Olympics, social media emphasizes gold medalists, while teachers in

schools often overly emphasize academic excellence. At home, parents may also overly focus on their child's academic

performance and may criticize or punish them for not doing well. As a result, young people may view success as necessary

and failure as shameful, which can contribute to their fear of failing.

3.Do you think children sometimes have to make important decisions?

Yes, | think that children may sometimes need to make important decisions. For example, they may need to choose their
friends wisely, manage their allowance responsibly, or even decide which parent to live with following a divorce. These
decisions can have a significant impact on their social and financial development, as well as their personality growth. As

the saying goes, “Give me a child until he is 7 and | will show you the man." So, when children start making significant

decisions, they are already shaping their future direction.

4.What important decisions do teenagers need to make after graduation?
After graduation, teenagers may need to make many important decisions about their future education and career path. They

may need to decide whether to attend college or enter the trades and what type of job or career to pursue. All of these

decisions can be quite difficult in their own way, and teenagers need to really think and weigh their options before making

a final decision. Many teenagers go through major life changes as they move into adulthood as a result of their decisions.

5.Who can children turn to for help when making a decision?
When children are faced with making decisions, they typically turn to trusted people such as their parents or close friends
for guidance. Given that parents spend a significant amount of time with their children and possess a deep understanding

of their needs, children are naturally inclined to seek their advice when they are feeling uncertain or indecisive. Additionally,

friends usually share a lot in common and peers of similar age can express their true thoughts more freely, so children also

seek help from friends.
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6.Do you think advertisements can influence our decisions when shopping? WETE
Yes, | definitely think that advertisements can and do influence our decisions when shopping. Advertisements are very
persuasive, and they often appeal to consumer’s emotions as well as their self-esteem; someone might not originally intend

to buy something, but after seeing a good ad they might decide that their life is lacking without it. Actually, there are entire

careers in advertising and marketing, so by the time the finished ad gets to the buyer, it has been put through the ringer and

is at its most effective.

7. Do you think the influence of advertising is good?

I think the influence of advertising can be both good and bad. On the positive side, advertising can raise awareness of

products and services that can improve our lives. On the negative side, advertising can manipulate our emotions and create

unrealistic expectations, leading to unnecessary spending and disappointment when products turn out to be way less

impressive than promised. It is important for people to be critical of advertising and make informed decisions based on

their own needs and values.
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1. Are you a punctual person?/ Do you think it is important to be on time?/ Do you always avoid being
late?

It depends on what the event is. For meetings with others, appointments, and school? (731X B iE 1/ F17)
Yes, being on time is essential! In fact, being on time is not enough, | believe that people should be early

to leave room for error. It shows that you respect the time of others and that you are organized and

professional. After all, why bother setting an appointment time if you are just going to show up whenever

you feel like it'?

2. What are some common reasons for being late for something? / Why are people often late for things
(like meetings or appointments)?

Things like weather, traffic, or problems with public transportation are probably the most common excuses

for tardiness. If someone is known for being late, then it likely boils down to? poor planning and

disorganization. It seems to me that it’s always the same people who are late over and over. These repeat-
offenders often have a million reasons why it’s not their fault that they’re running behind, but | don’t buy

its

3. How important it is for people to be on time in your country? / Are people in your country often
late for something?
Being on time is very important in my country. It isn’t likely that someone would show up late for something

unless it is a casual get together* with close friends or family. | have visited certain countries where this is

not the case, and it really threw me a curve ball® when | was left waiting, sometimes for hours, for someone

to show up. It made me realize that punctuality is a cultural thing and not universal whatsoever.
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4. What problems might happen when a person is late for something?

Being late could result in serious penalties. For example, if you are a student, it could mean a lower grade,

or even failing a class. If you are late for work, it could mean getting fired. Missing flights, missing
opportunities, or missing the birth of a child are other examples of consequences that can occur if a person

is late. You also run the risk of® people being upset with you for being late.

5.What can people do to help manage their time?

There are many simple steps people can take to improve time-management. Using a planner is the most

obvious one. There are so many options available these days, from paper planners to digital planners, that

there is no excuse not to use one. It’s also important to write down important details. Our brains are meant

to generate ideas, but not just to store them. If you don’t write something down, chances are it will slip your

mind’.

6. Do you think people are born with time management skills or can they develop them?
I don’t think anyone is born with time management skills. Some people may be better at focusing and being

organized. But those are still things they have to learn, to some degree®. Nobody is born into responsibilities

that they have to balance®. Those are things that you develop over time, and through experience. So I think

that’s encouraging for anyone who struggles with time management. It’s just a matter of learning discipline

and figuring out which strategies work for you. With enough effort, anyone can learn how to manage their
time well.
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1. Why do people sometimes go to other cities or other countries to travel?

There are lots of reasons why people might go to other cities from time to time. The first one that comes to

mind is visiting friends or family. It’s pretty common for family members to live in different cities. So when
they want to spend time together, people might go to another city and stay with family for a while. It’s the

same with friends'®. Another reason is simply out of curiosity or a desire to travel. It’s nice to go to another

city and check out the scenery there.

2. Why are historical cities popular?

I suppose that historical cities are popular because they teach people a lot about the past. It’s one thing to'!

read about history in a textbook. It’s a completely different ballgame to*? visit a historical city and see the

past come to life in front of your very eyes. For example, when you tour a historical city, you can walk

through ancient buildings that served a role in your country’s history. It’s really cool to experience history

like that.

3.Why do places with historical sites develop the tourism industry more actively?
It seems to me that places with historical sites depend on the tourism industry to support their economy. So

they do everything they can to draw in visitors. They might have things like walking tours that let people

see historical sites up close®. Or they might have other cool attractions and events based around those

historical sites. In addition to supporting local businesses, the income from tourists can help preserve those

historical sites and keeping them intact for future generations**.
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4. Do you think tourists may come across bad things in other cities?
Unfortunately, | think it’s inevitable for tourists to come across bad things in other cities. No matter where

you go, nothing goes according to plan. Sometimes bad things can happen. A common issue for cities with

lots of tourists is petty theft'®. Unsuspecting tourists can get their wallets or other valuables stolen in the

blink of an eye'®. There are lots of pickpockets who hang out in crowded areas and target tourists.

5. Do most people like planned trips? Is it necessary to make a plan before visiting a city?
Yes, 1I’d say that most people like planned trips. It helps keep things less stressful. If you’re always winging
it!’, you might not be able to get the things you need for a good trip. For example, if you don’t book ahead,

you might find that there are no available rooms at the hotel you want to stay at. That being said, | don’t

think it’s entirely necessary to make a plan before visiting a city. Sometimes you can afford to be

spontaneous'®. But for the most part, it’s good to think ahead.

6.Why is the noise pollution worse in tourist cities than in other cities?
Well, tourist cities are simply more crowded than other cities. There are always visitors flocking in from all
over the world. So in addition to the already high population, there are people all over the place. That’s

bound to bump up the noise levels'®. It’s too bad for locals, since they probably just want to live in peace

without all these noisy tourists. But | guess that’s the price you pay for? living in a famous city that draws

in lots of visitors.
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1. Is it good to share something on social media?
| suppose that it can be good to share things on social media. People are always excited to share good news,

whether it’s a promotion at work, an engagement, or another great milestone in life. Not only does it help

them keep others up to date about what’s going on in their life, but it also gives them the opportunity to
celebrate themselves. However, always sharing things on social media may lead to depending on other

people for validation®. It’s easy to get addicted to likes and comments on your posts?2.

2. Should the media only publish good news?

No, | suppose that the media should publish all news, whether good or bad. People deserve to know what
is going on both in their country and around the world, and it’s not always good things. I think that by
spreading awareness about negative world events, people might be more encouraged to donate to charities

or help in other ways. The media can also serve as a government watchdog? by reporting bad things, like

government corruption or misconduct of officials®*, to the public. It’s a part of the social justice system.

3. How does social media help people access information?
Social media helps people access information in lots of ways. Firstly, there are accounts that are dedicated

to providing educational content?. People can learn about lots of important subjects, whether it’s political

news or scientific concepts. Plus, nowadays, there are tons of great infographics®® on social media that
break down complex topics and make them more accessible. What’s more, it’s very easy for people to learn
about what’s going on in the world and in the lives of people they know through posts on different platforms.

4. What kind of good news do people often share in the community?
People often share information that marks a significant event in their personal lives?” with the community.

For example, people like to share exciting things like graduations, engagements, weddings, and other
personal things. Those are all big life events?®. They might also share professional achievements like getting

a new job, getting a promotion, or receiving some kind of award for their work. It really depends on how
much the person is willing to share.
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5. Do most people like to share good news with others?
Yes, | think that most people like to share good news with others. Not only does it let other people know

what’s going on in their lives, but it gives them the opportunity to celebrate themselves and bask in their
excitement?®. It’s always nice when something good happens in your life. Oftentimes®, it makes you feel
even better when you can share that good news with people who are important to you. They might also
want to take you out for dinner or even throw you a party to celebrate your good news. Overall, people

want to hear that their loved ones are doing well.

6. Do people like to hear good news from their friends?

Yes, people definitely like to hear good news from their friends. Most of us get really excited if a friend
calls us with good news, and it feels like their good news is your good news because you really want them
to do well in life and be happy. But there are some people out there®! who get very jealous, so whenever

they hear about a friend’s good news they might respond negatively or even try to one-up them with their
owWn news?.
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1. What practical skills can young people teach old people? / What skills can young people teach old people
besides technology?

I’d say that young people can teach old people how to dress nicely. As people get older, it seems like they care less

and less about their personal style. But young people are in touch with modern fashion trends*® and can help old

people dress their best. | think that’s a practical skill since it affects their everyday life. Young people can also teach

old people how to cook new recipes and try other new activities instead of staying in a rut34.

2. How can young people teach old people skills?

Younger people can teach older people skills by having patience, using repetition, and taking frequent breaks®. It is

important to have patience because older people take longer to do things than younger people, and they may need

someone to explain things multiple times. This is where repetition comes in handy*®, because repeating things while

teaching can help people learn. Finally, older people might need breaks to rest when learning new skills. After all,
they are less energetic than young people and need more time to digest.

3. How can we know what to do when we want to learn something new?

It seems to me that when we want to learn new things, one of the best things to do is to look online. Online, you
might be able to find instructions, testimonials®’, or even videos explaining how to do the thing you’re trying to learn.
If that fails, you might try looking for how-to books at a library or bookstore. Finally, you could even ask friends,

parents, or teachers for advice. There might be someone you know who can teach you what you need to know.

4. Do you think showing is a better way than telling in education?
| think that in general, showing is better than telling when it comes to education. A lot of kids benefit from
demonstrations. When they can actually watch a teacher perform a scientific procedure, for example, it helps them

understand the science better. They have something concrete and tangible to observe®® rather than having to just

memorize theory. But in other subjects, like politics or history, it might be better to actually focus on textbooks since
those concepts can’t necessarily be shown®.

5. Do people in your country like to watch videos to study something?
Yeah, a lot of people in my country like watching videos in order to study a certain subject. There are lots of
educational videos about scientific concepts. | find those really helpful because they illustrate the concepts and make

them much more accessible. They also include real-world examples®® that make the concepts easier to understand. It

seems to me that a lot of people watch videos as a way of studying because it engages different parts of their brains
than just reading a textbook does.
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1. What can parents do to help children get ready for their first day at school? / What would parents
prepare for their kids when they first go to school?

| suppose that parents can help children get ready for their first day at school by helping prepare them for

what it will be like. If their child is anxious about what to expect*!, their parents can talk about what the

school routine is like and answer any questions they might have. Parents will also usually pack a lunch so
their child doesn’t have to worry about what to eat. Plus, having a homemade lunch can often ease their

child’s nerves*. It’s nice to have food made with love.

2. How do children benefit from starting school?
Well, children benefit from starting school in many ways. For one, they finally get to begin a formal
education. They get to learn so much about the world. And children with well developed academic skills

will be able to pursue higher education if they want to. Besides, they get to socialize with other Kids their

own age and make new friends. | think children with well developed social skills will be able to make
friends easily, and control their emotions and behaviours. Overall, the majority of children vastly benefit

from* starting school.

3. Why is starting school difficult for some children?
Starting school can be difficult for some children because they might not be ready to leave home yet. Not

all children are ready to leave home at the age of four, and so they really struggle to get used to school,

which can result in behavioural incidents. Besides, many children struggle with a change in routine. You

know, some of them just resent the rules and schedule at school*. Lastly, some children have a hard time

making friends, so school can be very intimidating® for them.

4. How do children socialise with each other?

Children socialize with each other in lots of different ways. I think the most common way is through playing.
They might play pretend“®, which means they use their imagination to create different scenarios. For
example, they might play house*” and act like they’re a family living together. Children also like playing
sports with each other. Playing soccer or another team sport is a good way for them to bond and get to know

each other better. It also helps them build skills like cooperation and good communication.
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5. Is socialisation important for children?
Yes, socialization is really important for children. If they keep to themselves*, they won’t learn important

social skills. They might be really awkward and antisocial in life, which won’t help them make friends or
join a community. But when they socialize with other children, they have the opportunity to make friends
for life. That’s very important for their development. Children who don’t spend time with other kids their

age tend to be very sad and lonely. It’s not good for their mental health.

6. What are the reasons for job change?
Well, reasons for a job change can vary from person to person, but it comes down to the fact that*® the

employee is not satisfied with their current job. Maybe they feel unhappy at work, or undervalued. | know
some people change jobs because they feel stuck with no room for job growth®. Besides, they might be

making a change for personal or family reasons. For example, they may be moving to a new city so they
have to quit their present job.

7. Are big companies better than small companies? Why?
Some big companies are better than small ones, but the reverse is also true®. It depends on the company,

and on the employees’ personal preferences. Some people prefer to work at a big company because that
usually comes with perks and higher salaries®?, while others prefer the intimacy and family feel of a small

company®:. Small companies tend to have less opportunities for people to advance their career, but more
opportunities to have a say in day to day decisions®*.

8. What are the advantages and disadvantages coming along with changing jobs?/ What are the
advantages and disadvantages for workers who often change their jobs?
One of the advantages of changing jobs is that usually, you can negotiate a salary increase®. If you have

been with one company for a long time, your salary can become stagnant® and unchanging, but if you
switch to another company, you can hopefully get a big raise. However, the main disadvantage of changing
jobs is that you really don’t know until you get there if you are going to like it as much as your previous
job. You’re going in blind®’.
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1. How do you get along with your neighbors?
I’d say that I have a good relationship with my neighbours, although I don’t know very many of them®®, |

live in a large apartment building, so | don’t see people out very often. But I know my neighbours across

the hall; they are an older couple, and they are always very friendly when | see them. | also know another
neighbour upstairs who has a dog, and sometimes when he goes away on vacation, | take care of the dog. |
get along well with everyone who | have met here so far.

2. How do neighbors help each other?

Neighbours can help each other in a variety of different ways. For example, neighbours can take care of
things when people go out of town by pet sitting®, collecting the mail, and watering plants. They can also
help each other by baby sitting and arranging play dates between their kids®® so that the children can make

more friends. | think it is very important that neighbours make an effort to look out for each other®:.

3. How do children learn to cooperate with each other?

There are lots of ways that children learn how to cooperate with each other. One good example is through
team sports. Sports require everyone to work in sync®?. They need to coordinate in order to achieve the goal
of winning the game. | mean, they have to communicate with each other in order to be on the same page®.

So that teaches kids how to cooperate. Besides, children can learn how to cooperate through group activities
at school. The most important thing is that they should work in tandem with each other®.

4. Do you think neighbors help each other more often in the countryside than in the city?
Yes, | think neighbors help each other more often in the countryside compared to in the city. In the city, it’s

very easy to access whatever you might need. For example, if you’re short on sugar or some other ingredient

you need, you can probably walk to a corner store or a grocery store. There are also pharmacies and

hospitals close by in case of emergencies. But in the countryside, essential services are more spread out®®.

So it’s more common to lean on your neighbors for help, whatever the problem may be.
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5. Do you think parents should teach children how to cooperate with others? How?
Yes, | definitely think parents should teach children how to cooperate with others. They can do so by

demonstrating it at home. If children see their parents work together to achieve a goal, then they can

understand the communication and patience that is required to cooperate. Besides, parents can teach their
children that in order to work well with others, you have to respect their opinions and try to reach a

compromise if you don’t agree right off the bat®®. It’s important for kids to know that kind of stuff.

6. Do you think it’s important for children to learn about cooperation?
Yes, definitely. If children only think about themselves and never want to work with or help anyone else,

they’ll grow up to be very selfish®’. They’ll also never learn how to depend on other people, which is very

lonely and isolating. So children should learn how to be good communicators who can work well with
others. They need to learn how to be patient as well, since cooperation isn’t always an easy process.

However, it’s definitely necessary in all aspects of life.
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1. Which is more important, personal goals or work goals?
It seems to me that both of these types of goals are important, but you have to know when to prioritize each
one. If you try to achieve your personal goals and your work goals at the same time, you might become
overwhelmed and burnt out. However, if you organize your timing, you can prioritize personal goals at a
time when you have already met your work goals, or vice versa®®. Overall, if you are faced with a choice
between the two®, personal goals are more important for your happiness.

2. Have your life goals changed since your childhood?

Yes, definitely. I went through many different career choices throughout my childhood, including doctor,
writer and veterinarian. | ended up choosing none of these careers, and instead becoming a teacher. | also
had a goal to have ten dogs when I grow up, which now seems insane but childhood me really wanted
to achieve that goal. | think it is natural for people’s goals to change over time

3. Does everyone set goals for themselves?

No, not everyone sets goals for themselves, but | suppose that everyone should. Some people don’t set goals
because maybe they don’t know what their goals are, or maybe they are torn between two or three goals’
and they aren’t sure which one to pick. Others set goals for themselves on a daily basis with small to-do
lists or overall goals” for the week, month, or year, like new year’s resolutions. | think that everyone should
have at least one goal, because that makes people more motivated and optimistic.

4. What kinds of rewards are important at work?/Do you think material rewards are more important

than other rewards at work?

I’d say that monetary rewards’ are pretty important at work. People might respond well to words of
encouragement, but | find that what they truly value is getting a raise or even a bonus. When their work is
rewarded in a tangible, concrete way", it helps them know that they’re on the right path. It can also make
their work more enjoyable and purposeful. Some people think work shouldn’t just be about money. But |
think it’s fine to acknowledge that for most people, money is a driving factor.

5. What makes people feel proud of themselves?

Different people feel proud about different things. It’s mainly because everyone has different priorities, and

it’s the degree to which people can fulfill these priorities that makes people feel pride’®. For example, some

people take pride in the little things, like cooking a delicious meal or meeting a personal fitness goal, while

others are more excited about financial or family milestones. That being said, most of us feel proud of

ourselves during major life events such as graduations, engagements, marriages, or job promotions.
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1. What kinds of things do young people like to spend money on in your country?
| suppose that in my country, young people mostly like spending money on food and clothes. | don’t mean

grocery shopping. | mean, it’s really common for young people to grab food together’’, whether it’s just at

the food court in the mall or at a restaurant. Having a meal together is a great way to socialize. Of course,

they also like buying clothes. Keeping up with the latest fashion trends is something a lot of young people

enjoy and strive to do.

2. Why do people often buy things they don’t really need?

| think people buy things they don’t really need for two main reasons. The first reason is that they like the

feeling of being able to buy whatever they want, even if it’s unnecessary. Being able to treat yourself with"®

various products can make you feel independent and successful. The other reason is that advertising can be

very convincing. A good commercial can make you buy something you don’t need.

3. Is it necessary to advertise in today’s economy?
Yes, | definitely think it’s necessary to advertise in today’s economy. With the internet being as widespread

as it is, there are so many things competing for a consumer’s attention’®. Without advertising, a product

might get lost among the sea of other things up for sale®’. Consequently, the company behind that product

would really struggle to stay afloat®! because they wouldn’t be making many sales. You need advertising if

you want to make any money.

4. Why is owning material possession important to people?
For some people, owning material possessions is a source of pride. It shows that they’re self-sufficient and

can afford to treat themselves. Wealth has always been a status symbol®?. If you have lots of material things,

it shows that you’re wealthy and are therefore higher-class than someone who doesn’t own very much. Plus,

people attach a lot of importance to material items. They think they need certain products in order to be

happy.
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5. Should employees have their own goals?
Yes, | definitely think employees should have their own goals. Of course, as part of a larger company, they
need to do what their bosses tell them to do. But they should have their own ambitions. For example, they

might want to advance through the ranks of their company®®. So they should aim high and not settle for

doing the bare minimum?®. That way, they can be fulfilled in their work.

6. How should bosses reward employees?
I think bosses should reward employees in a variety of ways. For instance, they should give their employees

encouraging words when they’re doing well. But they should also do more tangible things, like giving them

a raise or a promotion. Kind words only go so far in the workplace. Helping their employees rise through

the ranks will have a more lasting effect on their lives. So it’s important to reward them monetarily®.

7. What Kkinds of gifts do young people like to receive as rewards?

It seems to me that young people like receiving luxury items as a reward. For example, if their parents want
to reward them for doing really well in school, they’ll often give them something expensive like a fancy
watch or a pretty necklace. They might also get some new tech, like a laptop or a tablet. Having those

expensive items makes young people feel on top of the world®. They’re like status symbols that they can

show off to their peers.

8. How should children spend their allowance money?

I think children should spend their allowance money on little things that can make them happy. I don’t think
they should buy silly things. But you know, if they want an ice cream cone or some beautiful stickers, that’s
nice for them to have. Another good idea is not actually spending the money, but deciding to save it instead.

If they save up their allowance®’ over a long period of time, they’ll be able to buy something more valuable

for themselves instead of a bunch of little things.
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9. Why do people like shopping more now than in the past?
I’d say that people like shopping more now than in the past because of how many options there are®®. In the

past, there weren’t that many different brands. But nowadays, there are always new companies in every

category you can think of. Fashion is a good example; there are so many fashion brands now. Plus, due to

online shopping, you aren’t just limited to whatever brands are available where you live. The downside is

paying for international shipping, but it’s great to have access to stores around the world.

10. Do you think shopping is good for a country’s economy?
Yes, shopping is great for a country’s economy. As a customer, when you spend money at a store, you’re

helping to give the owners and the employees a stable income. Those individuals then use their income to

pay their taxes. Those taxes go to the government, which in turn provides essential services. All of those

steps are key to maintaining a healthy economy. There needs to be constant circulation of funds®®, which is

enabled by shopping.
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1. What transportation do you use the most? / What transportation do people use the most?
Well, personally, | take subway trains and buses equally often. It’s a blessing that our city has a really

advanced public transportation system that consists of tons of bus routes and subway lines. They make life

abreeze®. And as far as | know, most Chinese people prefer going around by the metro or buses rather than

driving. Honestly, it’s a nightmare to drive in cities because you could easily get yourself into a traffic jam.

2. Is public transportation popular in China?
Yes, public transportation is the most popular means to get around in Chinese towns and cities, given the

large population®:. I’ve travelled to dozens of cities in China by now and I’ve found the public

transportation is the backbone of the traffic system® in every one of them. In spite of the common

drawbacks of public transportation, like overcrowding and theft, people do love using the buses and the
subway because they are very affordable and accessible. If you know your way around in a city, taking a
bus or a subway train is always a good option to get around®?,

3. What can be improved in public transport services?
There are many things that can be improved in public transport services, including efficiency, affordability, and scope.

Many public transport services are critiqued by®* passengers and communities for their lack of efficiency. So making bus

and train routes more efficient and more reliable would encourage more people to use them. Public transport can also be

made more affordable for people, and the scope can be increased® so that public transportation is available in more

locations.

4.What leisure facilities can be used by people of all ages?

The first one that comes to mind is aquatic centres®. Aquatic centres usually have at least one big pool that people of all
ages can swim in. And there’s usually a separate pool for children to play in. In the bigger pools, sometimes there are
diving boards that more professional swimmers can use to practice. There are also sometimes hot tubs®” for older people

to relax in. There’s nothing better than having a long soak after a hard day’s work®e. Besides, libraries can cater to multiple

age groups. No matter how old you are, you can find books you love in the library.
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5. Do you think young people in your country like to go to the cinema?
Yeah, lots of young people in my country like going to the cinema. It’s a great way for them to socialize. They can grab
dinner, go to the movies, and then talk about whatever movie they just saw together. Going to the cinema is great because

of the experience that they get to have in the theatre. When you see a movie on the big screen, complete with a great sound

system®, you can really feel immersed in'® what you’re watching. It’s a thrilling experience for young people to share.

6. How is the subway system developing in your country?

I don’t really know a lot about how public transportation is developed in many Chinese cities. But as far as
I know, the scale and speed of development of my hometown’s metro system is crazy fast. And | assume
most big cities in China are the same. Just a decade ago, my hometown didn’t have a subway line, but our

city has been putting a ton of effort into building the urban metro system. Now we have a web of subway

lines'®* that covers most parts of the city.
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1. Do you think it’s better to make a complaint in person or in writing? / Which one is better when
making a complaint, by talking or by writing?

I’d say that it’s always a better idea to make complaints face-to-face. On paper, you can only rely on your

text, and there is no guarantee that your complaint will be taken seriously. In person, it’s easier to make

someone empathize with you. There are many techniques you can use in-person to convince people to see

our side!®?. Body language, eye-contact, and tone of voice are all tools you can use to your advantage

when aiming for a favorable outcome.

2. Do young people complain more or less than older people? / Who are more likely to make
complaints, older people or younger people?

I think it’s human nature to complain regardless of age, but overall, I’d say older people complain more.

The older you get, the harder your life becomes as you lose mobility and autonomy*®®. So it makes sense

that elderly people have more to complain about, especially since the world is progressing so quickly in

regards to technology. They probably find it hard to keep up. It must be difficult to feel like you’re being

left in the dust'®, so | can see why old people might complain more.

3. What do people often make complaints about in your country? / When are people more likely to
make complaints?

People love to complain about politics, the weather, bad Wi-Fi connections, bad customer service, and

packages not being delivered on time. Now that you mention it, I’m guilty of this very thing*®. I’ve caught
myself complaining about these things from time to time, too. | guess things not going our way sometimes

is inevitable, and venting about it'% is a way to let off some steam and feel better.
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4. Why is it important for companies to respond well to customers’ complaints?
It is very important for companies to make their customers feel valued so they can continue to profit from
their loyalty. These days, there are a lot of ways for customers to review businesses and their products

online for the world to see. So, if there is any foul play from a company?’, rest assured*® the disgruntled

customer will be publishing a public complaint and taking their business elsewhere.

5. How do people often respond to poor customer service? / How would you react if you received a
poor service at a restaurant?
People often get very frustrated in response to poor customer service. Nowadays, we’re all used to our

problems being solved very quickly. We’ve been trained to expect immediate gratification'. But not every

problem can be solved quickly, and sometimes customer service is just incompetent*'°. So when people
encounter that, they usually get really irritated. I think if I got poor service at a restaurant, for example, |

would probably be very annoyed. But | would try not to raise my voice at the waitstaff or throw a temper

tantrum!*?,
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1. What are the most popular jobs for young people in your country?
It seems to me that the most popular jobs in China are those within the government sector. The civil service exam in

China is currently in high demand, with millions of young people competing for the opportunity to become civil
servants. The reason for their popularity is primarily due to the fact that these jobs offer the highest level of job
security in China, as there is no risk of being laid off. In addition, they often come with attractive benefits such as

medical insurance and housing subsidies provided by the government.

2.What is the difference between high-income and low-income jobs in your country?

When it comes to high-paying jobs in my country, they usually require a higher level of education, expertise, and
responsibility. Professions such as lawyers, doctors, pilots, and financial analysts are commonly associated with high
salaries and are often considered "white-collar" jobs. However, it's worth noting that commission-based jobs in sales

can also pay very well, although they may not offer a base salary. On the other hand, low-paying jobs in my country
typically require less skill and training, including positions like cashiers, warehouse workers, and dishwashers, which
are often classified as low-income jobs.

3.1Is it common for people to do the same job all their lives?
Doing the same job for your whole life is becoming a lot less common. Previous generations lived their lives like
this. They preferred playing it safe when it came to making money, but it’s not the vibe anymore. Millennials and

Gen Z have really changed the game. They are more adventurous and innovative, and will likely work many different

jobs over the span of their lives. | think this is mainly because economic progress has changed people's values. In the
past, survival was the main concern, but with better economic conditions, young people are prioritizing personal
fulfillment through challenging and meaningful work. So they seek out various job opportunities to gain experience
and achieve personal growth.

4.Which jobs have the highest salaries?
Professional athletes and movie stars make the most money, but they usually work with contracts and not salaries.
When it comes to salary paid jobs, it’s surgeons, lawyers and investment bankers who rank at the top of the list. C.

E. O.s of corporations are also some of the most highly paid people on the planet. As a general rule of thumb, the

jobs that pay the most require the highest level of skill and education. They also tend to come with greater work
pressure than average.

5. Which jobs pay low wages but require a high level of skills?
A good example of low wages for a high skill level is early childhood educators. Despite being one of the most
important jobs and requiring extensive education, early childhood educators consistently rank near the bottom of the

list when it comes to annual salaries. In fact, many of them have ditched their dreams of pursuing a career in education

because of low pay. Another example is fishermen. They earn little despite being skilled and risking their lives at sea.
Actually, what's really unfair is that fish sellers often make more money than the fishermen who did all the hard work!
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6. Do you think it is important for secondary schools to offer careers advice to students? WS
Well, secondary school teachers can play a vital role in helping students discover their interests while also exposing

them to various career fields. However, | don't think that providing career planning and preparation guidance is
essential at this stage. You know, most people will change a lot during their time in post-secondary and over the
course of their 20s, so nothing should be set in stone. Additionally, if students get career planning advice too early,

they may feel pressured to choose a specific career path. This could limit their future options and prevent them from

exploring other paths that may be a better fit.
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1. Do you like buying clothes?

Yes, | would say that | like buying clothes, even though I try not to buy clothes too often as a shopping habit can get

expensive. Anyway, | like to buy new clothes that suit my own personal style, and | also like buying clothes for other

people as gifts. Buying clothes is a great way to bond with others as well, like friends or family. It’s fun to go clothes

shopping and get other people’s opinions on what you buy.

2. Under what circumstances will people in your country wear formal clothes?

People in my country will wear formal clothes mainly for special occasions. These occasions can be related to work
or personal life. For example, at work, many people wear formal clothes if they have an interview or an important
meeting. Similarly, significant life events such as weddings, birthdays, funerals, or graduations usually call for formal

attire. Besides, given that many people in my country have a fondness for formal clothes, they might also choose to

wear them simply to go out to a nice dinner, or to meet up with friends.

3. What is the difference between the dress of the elderly and the young in China?

I think that everyone has very different styles, so sometimes it is hard to tell a person’s age just by the way they look.

But generally speaking, young people tend to dress in a more trendy, fun way, while older people favour classic,

comfortable styles. For example, young people tend to prefer wearing ripped jeans and oversized hoodies, but older

people just think it's weird. Younger people also wear lots of different colours, whereas elderly people stick with

neutrals like grays, beiges and blues.

4. \When do people in your country wear traditional clothes?

It's not easy to answer this question since Chinese traditional clothing isn't commonly worn. However, there are a

few occasions where it's appropriate to wear it. For example, during a wedding ceremony, the bride, groom, and their

parents usually wear traditional Chinese wedding attire, while other guests typically don't. Similarly, during the

Spring Festival, numerous people like to wear Tang suits or Hanfu, particularly when taking family photos. These

clothes give a dignified and impressive appearance, which is great for capturing special holiday moments with loved

ones in pictures that will last forever.
(Copyrights to 7 Bt i34 /8 = /5 )
EXH TR

WHEEERBEETRUIFBRBLIR, BEESHSTAE Penny
43



B S R R - REAL T SR 5 e

HEXE OB EAE AR, RN, WESEMISER Penny ZITRE i 1 19
X Ak A
1L fRERFERRD?
B, BHIMRERIRE RERSHMVWEACTEAZEE, BASYMYEHR—FIRNE, TR
FTRT . B, BEREZEERMARIEHIFRR, BERICRBIREAGAMIY . IRBAS 0]
PULIRFIA, LEMBBA S ERA, ARTFER. YREIRREE, FEMCAMRRTRROEHE
REHE, EREBDBH—MHE.

2. M ABAT, RNERBASFIEE?

ARE, MIBEXEBKIEFER XEHEREPESTEINTAEREGR. (b, EILE7E,
WRZBZFNERIEZZW, FEARFIER. A, EEENALEKRELE, (LWBEIL. £, #fl=S5E
Wiz, BEBRFELR. S, HBTHRNERREARSRERLEERE, UMM TELIERFE
REXMREEZZA—MEFNBRERESESAENE.,

3. EFE, FRATMEFANFRABETALATR?

BIAABDP ANZFRAREIEEARR, AEBNEEREFEEZAM— P ANFRE. B24KER, FRA
e THFENEAENRE, MEFANESREATFENNE. (b, FRARERFERIFHFEREB
REMERY, BEFAZEEXHFRGE. FRALIFREFCFMENKIEK, MEEANSKREFIRK
B, KeNEeEFhinme.

4. RMNE RN AR 2SR 15 ?

XM EBHALZREZEE, HAFEAFRNEFEGREK. AL, U5 -EHEANFEREE. Lt
. AEALNILE, EER. FIRMMINNRBRESFEENTABILRE MEMREEEEAZFH.
R, AFEDHE, FZASERFERIONR, FHi2HERENNGR. XERRSIUIABEXEEE
E, AH/ABTRZER . FINFEFEEAEERENRNAE, IRABREF.

(Copyrights to # Bd 1314 /8 = J5 )

WHEEERBEETRUIFBRBLIR, BEESHSTAE Penny
44



Fe R AR BRI AT o
Hx BRI P EEREMIEE. BN, BEEEEMERR Penny ZBIRE o j_ifi_t]_

Topic 23 7K _EizEh 8 ETE W
1. What kinds of water sports are popular nowadays?

Some of the popular water activities that come to mind are surfing, paddleboarding and kayaking. Surfing is all about

riding ocean waves with a surfboard. It takes skill but it looks really cool. Paddleboarding is one of the newest water
sports, but | think it’s one of the best since it’s so easy to learn. You just need to focus on keeping your balance on
the board. Another activity is kayaking, which can be seen as a challenging boating sport. Overall, these sports all

offer a combination of physical activity, excitement, and of course, the opportunity to be in nature.

2. Why do people enjoy scuba diving?
I think that people enjoy scuba diving for many reasons. First, scuba diving offers a unique opportunity to explore

the underwater world and witness marine life up close, including fish, sharks, coral reefs, and even dolphins and

whales. This is an experience you won't have anywhere else. Next, scuba diving can also be a form of relaxation and

stress relief, as it requires a lot of focus and concentration, helping to clear the mind. Personally, | would be a bit too

scared of sharks to enjoy scuba diving, but I can see why people love it.

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of water transportation?
Water transportation has several advantages, including the ability to transport large quantities of goods efficiently

and cost-effectively. Compared to trucks or planes, ships can handle a lot more stuff. That's why when it comes to

transporting bulky items like furniture or heavy machinery, water transportation is the way to go. Plus, since ships

can carry a ton of cargo at once, it helps keep transportation costs down and saves energy. However, we all know that

ships are slower, so if you need your goods to arrive in a hurry, water transportation isn't the best choice. Additionally,

ships emit exhaust fumes and wastewater, which can harm the water and the creatures living in it.

4. Do you think it is good to teach swimming in schools?
Yes, | think it’s good to teach swimming in schools. When schools provide swimming education, it gives every
student the chance to learn this vital life skill. It's not just about being able to enjoy water activities or travel; knowing

how to swim has broader benefits. It helps kids become more aware of water safety and boosts their confidence. In

situations where there's a potential water-related danger, being able to swim can be a lifesaver. So, offering swimming

lessons in schools ensures that all students acquire this crucial survival skill, giving them solid support for their future
safety and self-protection abilities.
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5. Is it important to travel by water now compared to in the past? .

| would say that traveling by water was much more important in the past compared to now, especially before the

invention of airplanes and cars. In the past, since there weren't advanced transportation options like airplanes,

waterways were crucial for transporting goods and people over long distances. They allowed for the growth of trade

and commerce, connecting cities and countries together. Today, while water transportation is still used for shipping

goods and passengers, it’s not as essential as it once was. After all, water transportation is too slow compared to the

faster and more convenient options available nowadays.

6. What goods are transported by water?

Many different goods can be transported by water, including bulk commodities such as oil, coal, and grains. More

high-end products like electronics, clothing, and furniture are also shipped by sea. Additionally, cars are transported

on cargo ships, as well as other goods like minerals, chemicals, and machinery. You can basically transport anything

by sea, as long as there is no big rush. Shipping things by sea is much slower than transporting products by air, so it

is not ideal for time-sensitive shipments.

7. Why do people like to live near water?
Living near water has been desirable since ancient times, back when people had to live near water in order to grow

crops and hunt. Today, living near water is not as much of a necessity as it was back then, but it is still very appealing.

People often find that water has a calming effect. It also gives you the chance to do more activities like fishing,

boating, and swimming. So, that's why people prefer living near water. It makes it easier to relax and enjoy the natural

surroundings while also providing more opportunities for fun and entertainment.

8. What do you think of the people who waste water?
| think that people who waste water should pay more attention to the effect that they are having on the environment.

Our sources of freshwater are not unlimited, and eventually they will dry up if people are not more careful about their

water usage. Also, there are people in poorer parts of the world that have to walk for miles to get to a well to have

water for their families, so we should be grateful for the water that we have and we definitely shouldn’t waste it.
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1.What games do kids like to play now?
Kids nowadays have a wide range of games they enjoy playing. Besides the traditional board games like chess, their

top choice is undoubtedly video games. There's a wide variety of electronic games available now, with adventure,

action, and role-playing games being the most popular genres. Besides, thanks to crazy cool technology, there are
even virtual reality games for kids to dive into. They can slap on those fancy headsets and use controllers to step right

into_mind-blowingly realistic virtual worlds. Honestly, while some kids enjoy outdoor sports like soccer and

basketball, most children are captivated by the online gaming world.

2.1s it good for a kid to be ambitious?

| think that ambition can be a great thing for kids, but kids should also be wary of becoming overly ambitious.
Ambition helps motivate children to set goals in academics, extracurriculars, and their personal lives. Having goals
encourages children to exert more effort, and it also strengthens their self-management skills, which can lead to
greater achievements in the future. That being said, it’s important for parents and teachers to also show kids the value
of being realistic, and not setting their sights too high. If kids are too ambitious, and then are somehow unable to

meet their goals, they may become discouraged and develop low self-esteem.

3.Are outdoor sports important for kids?
Outdoor activities are super beneficial for kids. Nowadays, a lot of kids are totally hooked on online gaming, leading
to a sedentary lifestyle that negatively impacts their physical and mental health. So, it's important to encourage them

to get out there and do some awesome outdoor activities. Like, playing soccer outside can totally pump up their
muscles and help their bones grow strong. And going for a run or bike ride can boost their endurance. Plus, spending

time outdoors in nature can help children relax, recharge, and take a break from the stress of school and daily life.

4. Why do people play different games now than before ?
| think that people play different games for a number of reasons, but it all comes down to technological advances and

changing cultural trends. The rise of video games and virtual reality has led to a shift away from traditional board
games and physical activities. Although there are some people who are more old school and prefer board games, the
majority of kids and teens turn to video games. Twenty years ago, most households had only one shared computer
and zero gaming consoles, but that has changed in recent years.

5.1s winning important in games?
Winning is important if the game is meant to be competitive, like if it’s for a competition or a tournament. After all,
the main goal of investing time and effort into training is to succeed. However, if you are just playing a game for fun

with family or friends, I don’t think that winning is very important. It’s more important to have fun and spend time
with people you care about. For children especially, it is crucial that adults don’t put too much emphasis on winning,

or the child might become overly competitive and a sore loser when they grow up.
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6.Which is better, individual games or team-based games?
| would say that both individual and team-based games have their benefits. Individual games like chess or tennis help

people develop skills like self-reliance and focus, while team-based games like football or basketball can improve

people’s cooperation and communication skills. However, the choice between individual and team competitions
depends on personal interests and goals. Some individuals prioritize achieving personal objectives, while others enjoy

the sense of accomplishment that comes from collaborating with others. So, the most important thing is to choose the

type of competition that suits you and lets you get the most enjoyment and personal growth from it.

7. Do boys and girls play different games ?

Yes, many boys and girls may have different preferences when it comes to games due to socialization and gender
stereotypes. To use a very general example, boys tend to be more interested in physical activities like football or
wrestling, and girls often prefer activities like dancing or gymnastics. Boys also usually like video games more than
girls. That being said, everyone is different, and the types of games and sports that people prefer really has to do with
their individual personality. Parents should let their children freely choose games based on their own preferences,

without limiting them based on gender.
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1. Which sport do you think most people like to do? And why?

Although people's favorite sports may vary depending on factors such as age, gender, and cultural background, some

sports are generally popular among most people, such as soccer, basketball, tennis, and swimming. Personally, I think

that soccer is the most popular sport. Soccer appeals to people of all ages and genders, and it is fairly easy to learn

the rules of the game. Many cities have soccer teams that school-aged children can join, as well as teams for adults.

There is also the soccer world cup, which many people watch on TV.

2. Do children need exercise?
Yes, children need exercise for their physical and mental health. Regular exercise can help children maintain a healthy

weight, develop strong bones and muscles, and reduce the risk of chronic diseases later in life. In addition to its clear

impacts on physical health, exercise can be amazing for mental health as well; many studies have proven that exercise

is a mood booster, and people with chronic stress often exercise in order to manage their anxiety. So, children should

develop good exercise habits early in life.

3. What are the benefits of exercise?

The benefits of exercise include improved physical fitness, improved mood and mental health, and better sleep.

Exercise is one of the best things people can do to improve their overall health, and they don’t even need to do super

difficult exercise regimes. Simply walking for thirty minutes every day is a huge improvement over no exercise. So

everyone should strive to incorporate daily exercise into their routine. Besides, exercise can be in the form of a team

sport, so it can be a social activity as well.

4. Why do some people dislike watching sports programs?

| think that people dislike watching sports programs for a number of reasons, but first and foremost it comes down

to lack of interest. Different people like all different genres of television, including sports, news, drama, and comedy.

Sports just aren’t for everyone, so some people may not like to watch them at all. Additionally, some people may

prefer to participate in sports rather than watch them; they might love playing sports but find watching them to be

quite boring.
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1.Are there inventions that have changed the world? How?
Yes, there are many inventions that have changed the world over the course of history. I think the most significant

examples would be the wheel, the lightbulb, and the telephone. The wheel revolutionized transportation, the lightbulb
revolutionized daily life, and the telephone revolutionized communication. These inventions, though seemingly small,

paved the way for every single invention that came after, including cars, planes, cell phones, and the internet. It is

hard to imagine a world before lightbulbs and telephones, which just goes to show how significant these inventions
were.

2. What are the qualities of a scientist?
There are many different qualities that a scientist might possess. Firstly, scientists have to be very intelligent. They
need to be able to follow complex scientific formulas, and read and understand a lot of research. Secondly, scientists

should be able to think outside the box; they have to be open minded in order to come up with new ideas for

experiments and inventions. Finally, scientists have to be determined, because even if they encounter failure, they
have to be willing to try again.

3. Do all inventions bring benefits to our world?
No, I think that some inventions bring more damage than benefits to the world. Although there are many inventions

that improve life, some inventions are very dangerous. One key example would be the atomic bombs that were
invented and used during the second world war. The devastation that these bombs caused to the cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki was unimaginable, and their existence formed the basis of the Cold War that lasted decades. Thus, it is

evident that not all inventions benefit the world.

4. Do you think people who have not been educated in school can invent things?
Yes, | think that everyone should be able to invent things, and in fact, sometimes people who have no normal
schooling are the best inventors. These people have very open minds and are usually very creative, so they can come

up with better ideas than people with usual schooling. | think that anyone can be an inventor, you just have to have a
good idea and stick to it. Being in school does not guarantee you success in life, but coming up with a famous
invention just might.

5. Who should support and sponsor inventors, governments or private companies?
| suppose that inventors should be sponsored by a combination of governments and private companies. Governments

can safeguard their rights via regulations, especially intellectual property rights. This would boost motivation for

continued innovation. Besides, private companies can offer funding, facilities, and other resources to speed up and
enhance inventors' work. Overall, | think that this_joint support leads to commercial benefits and societal progress.

6. What inventions do you think should be improved?

| suppose that some inventions that can be improved include some public transit systems, and some cell phones.
There are many cities in the world with amazing and efficient public transit systems, but some cities could really use
an upgrade. For example, in certain extremely cold regions, high-speed trains are still unable to operate due to the
low temperatures, which impede their proper functioning. So upgrading and renovating high-speed trains is essential.

Also, modern cell phones could be improved because many of them have a terrible battery life, which is very

frustrating for users.
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1. What's the difference between an apartment and a house?
The main difference between an apartment and a house is that apartments are typically smaller and are located in

multi-unit buildings. On the other hand, houses are larger and located on their own plot of land. Besides, apartments

may have shared amenities like parking spaces or a pool, while houses typically have their own private amenities

like a backyard or garage. Of course, there's a big price difference too. Generally, apartment buildings are much more
affordable compared to houses. Additionally, in our country, due to a large population and limited land, there are
more apartment buildings than houses.

2. What's the difference between living in the countryside and living in the city?
There are many differences between living in the country and living in the city. In the countryside, people tend to

have more space, more privacy, and unlimited access to nature and the outdoors. In contrast, living in the city offers
access to cultural events, job opportunities, and more cultural experiences. There are cons to both the countryside

and the city as well; the countryside can be lonely because there aren't as many people around, and there aren't as

many fun things to do. On the other hand, living in the city can be overly busy and full of pollution from all the cars
and factories.

3. What are the advantages of apartment facilities compared to house facilities?
Although houses can have their own awesome features, such as a backyard or garage, the shared amenities provided

by apartment buildings are typically more extensive. For instance, there are swimming pools, fitness centers, and a
wider range of equipment and facilities compared to what you'd find in a house. Also, in an apartment there is usually

maintenance staff to handle upgrades or repairs, whereas in a house the homeowner has to take care of all that. So,

compared to owning a house, living in an apartment building can really save you time, energy, and even some cash.

4. What difficulties do people have living in the city?
Despite the benefits of living in a city, people also face several difficulties, including high cost of living, traffic
congestion, and noise pollution. The cost of living in cities has skyrocketed in recent years, making it hard to afford

basic necessities. Traffic congestion and noise pollution can lead to increased stress, plus it is super annoying. Overall,
some people find that living in the city has too many disadvantages, and choose to move to the country instead for a

calmer life.

5. What can be done to reduce the stress of city life?
To reduce the stress of city life, there are several strategies people can use. One is to prioritize self-care, which can

include exercise, eating well, and taking time for relaxation and hobbies. Many people who live in big cities turn to
yoga, meditation, or other mindfulness strategies to combat stress. Another strategy is to seek out community events

and social activities to meet new people. You know, living in the same city, it's common to experience similar stresses.
Having friends who get it and can chat with you can really help ease the burden. Overall, even though cities can
cause anxiety, there are ways to beat the stress.
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1.What kinds of books do children like to read? Why?

Children have short attention spans and are very visual learners, so they typically prefer story books with lots of

pictures. Especially for younger children, bright and bold colors tend to catch their attention, even if they can’t
understand the text itself. Nursery rhymes are also popular with young kids because they are entertaining and easy to
memorize. Comparatively, comic books with more serious plots are more popular with older kids. However, kids of

all ages love silly stories with a lot of whimsy and imagination.

2.What can kids learn from books?

Besides the obvious vocabulary and language features, kids can develop learning strategies such as concentrating,

looking at pictures for clues, and searching for information from books. Also, children’s books often have an

important moral lesson, help develop empathy, and teach kids about how to manage their feelings. They can even

teach children about difficult topics such as death. Additionally, non-fiction books can teach kids interesting facts

about the world, and fairy tails will help spark their imaginations. All in all, reading all sorts of books is super good

for kids.

3.Do people prefer to read e - books or print books in your country?

E-books are becoming more popular because of convenience. E-book providers give you unlimited reading options

at your fingertips, they don’t take up any space in your home or in your bag, and you can get them delivered instantly

with the click of a button. They also have features like dictionaries, bookmarks, highlighters, and annotations. Even

libraries offer free e-book rentals too. So, while print books have their own benefits, such as being less of a strain on

the eyes compared to electronic screens, convenience is still the top priority for most individuals.

4.Do people love reading more now than in the past?
| think people don't seem to enjoy reading as much as they did in the past. Before the invention of the TV, people

relied on books more for entertainment. Now they have other options, like video games or TV series. So, reading has

become less popular during leisure time. Besides, due to the impact of social media and short videos, people have

developed shorter attention spans and are less inclined to engage in reading. It's common to see individuals watching

short videos on platforms like TikTok, but very few have the patience to delve into a novel.

(Copyrights to 7§ 2131414 /8 = 15 £)
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1.What are the different types of films in your country? 2. Are historical films popular in your country? Why?
BHER
There’s a wide variety of movies in our country, such as historical dramas, science fiction films, romantic comedies,

and comedies, just to name a few. Recently, historical dramas and sci-fi movies have been all the rage. People love

historical dramas because they often tell the stories of our remarkable leaders and heroes, giving a deeper
understanding of our history and culture. Parents take their kids to watch these movies to teach positive values and
reflect on the past. Besides, with impressive special effects advancements, sci-fi movies are becoming increasingly
popular. "The Wandering Earth™ stands out as one of China's highest-grossing sci-fi films.

3.What factors do you think contribute to the success of a movie?
| think there are lots of factors that contribute to the success of a movie. One is probably who’s in the movie. You

know, a lot of people care more about whether their favorite actors are in a movie. If they really like a certain actor,
they’ll probably fork over the money to go see their movie. Besides, the plot is crucial. If a movie has a captivating

storyline, it often grabs the audience's interest. Another factor is the trailer. If the trailer is really well-edited and

makes people want to see the movie, then the movie will probably do really well.

4.Do you believe that celebrities are paid too much?
| do think that celebrities are paid too much. They definitely work hard. I’m not denying that. For example, actors

have to spend long days on set. It sounds like a very grueling schedule. But earning millions of dollars just for being

on a reality TV show doesn't seem fair. | mean, celebrities mainly work in the entertainment industry, and when you
compare their contributions to fields like science, medicine, and education, their impact is relatively limited. Plus,
it's unfair that those making greater sacrifices, like military personnel, don't receive the same level of compensation.

Honestly, I think this inequality shouldn't exist in today's world.

5.Do you believe movie reviews?
| don’t always believe movie reviews. | mean, opinions about a movie can be so subjective. Some people might give
a high rating just because they're fans of a particular character, while others might give a low rating due to their

dislike for the actors. So personal preferences greatly influence how people assess a movie. Besides, some people

tend to rely on opinions from famous movie critics. But nowadays, there are reviewers who are paid to promote
specific films. So, just relying on movie reviews to judge a film isn't always reliable. We need to think for ourselves
and make our own judgments.

6.Do you think films with famous actors or actresses would be more popular?
Yeah, | definitely think that films with famous actors or actresses tend to be more popular. Some people are really

attached to certain actors. So if they see their favourite actor in a movie, they’ll probably go see the movie even if

they’re not that interested in the movie itself. Plus, some people will pay to see a movie even if their favourite actor

is only in the movie for a little bit. So, | think it’s a very smart move to include famous actors in movies in order to

draw more people in.
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1. What are the traditional foods in your country?
Well, there are tons of traditional Chinese foods you can’t miss. For example, dumplings are the most

famous traditional Chinese food. They’re a festival food for Chinese New Year. The fillings and flavors are

varied'*? based on people’s preferences. People in my hometown like the pork and leek dumplings®*® the

most. Mooncakes are another famous traditional food in China. They’re a kind of dessert people love to eat
for the Mid-Autumn Festival. There are also many other Chinese traditional foods, like buns, wontons'**,

and Zongzi, to name a few!?®,

2. How popular is fast food in your country?
It seems to me that fast food is very popular in China nowadays. | think our fast-paced lifestyle has been a

critical contributing factor!!® to fast food’s growing popularity. We need food that is easy to take out,

affordable and tasty. | find that a lot of people | know, especially young guys who work, don’t really have

the chance to take their time for breakfast and lunch. And fast food meets the demands of those people.

Actually some types of fast food taste so good that you become addicted to them.

3. What types of fast food are there in your country?

Well, western fast food, I mean American fast food, is pretty popular in China. That includes burgers, fries,
fried chicken and so on. And all the global chains have their restaurants in China as well, like McDonald’s ,
KFC, Pizza Hut and so on. Besides, there are all kinds of Chinese fast food which are even more popular

than the American ones, like Jianbing, Rice noodle rolls*'’, and Roujiamo, to name a few. But Chinese fast

food is most often sold by small diners and family-run restaurants.

4. Do people eat fast food at home? Are the types of food that people eat in their homes changing?
Yeah, 1’d say that a lot of people eat fast food at home. After a long day, it’s super easy and convenient to

pick something up from a fast food place!!® and then eat it in the comfort of your own home. I do think that

the types of food people eat in their homes are changing. It’s more and more common to choose fast food

instead of making food at home. | think it’s partly due to how busy people are, but it could also be due to

laziness.
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5. Why do some people choose to eat out instead of ordering takeout? R

It seems to me that people eat out for the experience. Restaurants usually have a nice ambience with*'°

music, lighting, decor, etc. It is also nice to have wait staff to serve you, make recommendations, and clean
up after you. Ordering takeout means you’re eating in the same old place you always do, and you have to

clean up after yourself'?°. There is also no point in getting dressed to eat takeout at home*?! like you would

when you go out, and some people enjoy this.

6. What are the advantages and disadvantages of eating in restaurants?/Why do some people enjoy
eating in restaurants?

Well, some advantages are that you can try new foods that you wouldn’t make yourself, and you can enjoy
the ambience. Plus, it is less work! | mean. you don’t have to buy groceries, and there are no dishes to do

afterwards. What’s more, you can take advantage of professional advice from staff (eg, sommeliers)*??. The

disadvantages are that it is more expensive, you have less control over the ingredients, and sometimes

traveling to the restaurant can be a hassle'%.

7. Do people in your country socialize in restaurants? Why?
Yes, most people socialize in restaurants. It is a popular activity to do with friends, family, or even for
business. It is even a great way to spend time with people you don’t know very well because the food gives

you something to talk about besides the obvious small talk, and drinking together is always a great way to

break the ice'?. Actually, | think eating together is always a safe suggestion for a social activity because

everyone has to eat.

8. Do people in your country value food culture?
Of course! You know, Chinese food history is as long as Chinese history. And food has always been an
important part of daily life for Chinese people in our thousands of years of history. Not only do we enjoy

eating delicious foods, but we also think highly of having meals with people we love. You see, Chinese

people always celebrate a festival, any kind you can name, by having a feast with*?® family and friends. It

represents how important food is in our culture.
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1. Should everyone know history?
Yes, | suppose that it is important that everyone know at least the basics of history. Not everyone needs to

have a complex, in-depth knowledge of history?%, but having some knowledge is beneficial. It is important

for everyone to know where they came from, and you can learn this through history, whether it be your

family history, the history of your country, or the history of the world. Besides, the best way to avoid

repeating the mistakes of the past is to understand history.

2. In what ways can children learn history?

Children can learn history in lots of different ways. One of the most important ways is through their
education. Their classes should teach them about their country’s history, as well as world history. They
should be informed about major events from the past. Besides, they can learn about history from museums,

which often have interactive exhibits to make history feel more exciting. Children might also learn about

history from their older relatives, who actually lived through some major historical events*?’.

3. What are the differences between learning history from books and from videos?
Well, learning history from books can be a lot more difficult, depending on the person’s learning style.

When you’re just looking at text, you might get overwhelmed by complicated terms and language. The

benefit is that there’s usually more detail and accuracy. But videos about history can teach people in a more

accessible way. Having a visual attached to the history lesson can make it more memorable. On the

downside!?, some videos about history are dramatizations, meaning they aren’t literally what happened.

Instead, it’s the writer’s imagination.

4. Is it difficult to protect and preserve historic buildings?

Yes, | think it is hard to protect historical buildings because sometimes the materials decay or rot'? as a

result of weather and time. What’s more, it can be hard to protect some of them depending on where they
are located. Historical buildings in city centres are probably more at risk'® than ones in the countryside,

since developers may want to purchase these buildings in order to demolish*3! them and build something

new.
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5.Who should be responsible for protecting historic buildings?
| suppose that the government should be responsible for protecting historic buildings. If those buildings are

deemed important*®2 for the country’s history, then it stands to reason that'3 the country’s government

should be in charge of preserving them. I think that leaving it up to local government*** could also be a

good option, depending on how important the buildings are. But it definitely shouldn’t be the responsibility

of average, everyday people. They might not have the time or resources to adequately protect these

buildings.

6.Who should pay for the preservation of historic buildings?

I’d say that the government should pay for the preservation of historic buildings. As nice as it would be to

leave that effort to everyday people, | think that the majority of the responsibility should fall to the

government. After all, those buildings are part of the nation’s identity. So the country’s government should

have to pay to preserve them. The government has all the resources as well. So that’s only fair, as far as |

can tell*®®, Leaving it up to the citizens would be financially irresponsible.
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1. What kinds of routines do people follow at home? / What daily routines do people have at home?

Well, most people probably have a morning routine and a routine for getting ready for bed. They might

even do these routines subconsciously®*®. After all, things like washing your face and brushing your teeth

are things most people do daily without even thinking about it. Routines for keeping the home tidy, and for

completing chores such as cooking and laundry are also common. Anyway, it makes sense to follow

routines daily in order to be efficient.

2. Should children have learning routines?

Yes, | think it’s super important for children to establish certain learning routines. You know, most children

aren’t as disciplined as adults. So keeping some learning routines is helpful for them to have a better

transition from playing to studying as well as to be more focused during their learning time. For example,

teachers and parents should teach children how to make study plans and learning goals. And they should

do that before they study. It’s a very useful technique for children to have a clear idea of**” what they’re

going to learn.

3. Does having routines at home make everyday life easier?

As long as the routine is a healthy one, then yes, having routines means that you are organized, efficient,

and making the most of your time®3®. It also means that you can save brain space for more important

matters'®® than deciding what to do every minute of the day. If you look at the advice from the world’s most

successful people, you’ll notice that they all stress the importance of routines.

4. What are the advantages of children having a daily routine at school? / Does having a routine
make kids feel more secure at school?

I suppose that when children have a daily routine at school, they’re able to have a sense of order in their

life’*®. You know, the world can be a pretty chaotic'*! place to live in. So when children know what to
expect because of their routine, it helps them be able to manage whatever other stress they might be dealing

with. Plus, it teaches them how to organize their time later on. Having a routine demonstrated for them can

teach them some time management skills.
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5. Is it useful for older children to decide their own study routines?
Yes, | think it’s useful for older children to decide their own study routines. Of course, it’s still good for

them to get input from teachers or their parents**?. But they should also take initiative*® and figure out

what works for them. After all, everyone has different learning needs. Older children should try different

techniques and build their own study routine based on that. It teaches them to be independent and think for

themselves, which are good traits to have as they get older.

6. How do people’s routines differ on weekdays and weekends?

Many people follow a strict routine on weekdays, and let loose a little on the weekends!**. For example,

someone might have a routine they do to prepare for work during the week that isn’t necessary on days

off#°. Other people might follow a strict diet during the week, but indulge a little on the weekends. For

most people, it’s easier to follow a strict routine when you can see the light at the end of the tunnel**¢, and

know that you can give yourself a break here and there!*’.

7. What are the differences between people’s daily routines now and in the last 15 years?
It seems to me that over the last fifteen years, people’s daily routines were more active and involved others.
For example, people might go to work, have lunch with their coworkers, and then do something interesting

with friends or family at the end of the day. But nowadays, ever since the COVID-19 pandemic'*, it’s more

common for people to be isolated. They might work from home, which means they don’t interact with
others in real life. And instead of going out and seeing people, they might just stay home and keep to

themselves™®.
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1. Is it important to have a break during work or study?

Yes, it’s super important to have a break during work or study. If you push yourself too hard, you’ll burn

out™ and get overwhelmed. Then it’ll actually be harder for you to keep working. Without a break, you

might also lose your motivation because you’re too stressed out. So working too hard is an actual problem.

Taking breaks is a good way to keep focused and avoid getting too tired. I find it’s helpful to take a fifteen-
minute break every hour.

2. What sports do young people like to do now?

I’d say that young people like sports that are really fast-paced. You know, sports like golf can be fun, but
they’re very drawn out®. They basically take the whole day to play. But sports like hockey and basketball
always keep you on your toes'®. It’s a constant back-and-forth between the different nets**3. So I think

young people enjoy the adrenaline of those games. They also like one-on-one sports, like badminton. Those

really push you to your limits and put you in the spotlight.

3. Are there more activities for young people now than 20 years ago?

Yes of course. Young people have way more options for both indoor and outdoor activities nowadays than
their counterparts 20 years ago. | think it’s because the entertainment industry is more developed, and pop
culture is changing as well. 20 years ago, bars and night clubs weren’t a thing in China'®. But today, it’s
quite normal for young people to hang out with their friends at those places. And there are more popular

outdoor activities as well, like camping, scuba diving®®, sailing and so on. You rarely hear about people
doing those activities 20 years ago but now they are trendy things among young people.

4. Can most people balance work and life in China?
Well, it’s hard to say. | suppose that a good number of people can balance work and life in China. There are
lots of people who have a lot on their plate at both work and home®®. But they find a way to evenly divide

their energy between the two. However, | think that as workplaces become more demanding and fast-paced,

it gets harder to keep that work-life balance. People often have to work themselves to the bone just to stay

on track™’. So it’s definitely difficult to keep that balance.
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5. What activities do children and adults do nowadays?
Well, children usually do outdoor activities. You know, they love to spend time playing outside, whether

it’s throwing a ball back and forth*® or playing tag. They also like playing games, whether that’s schoolyard

games or video games. Meanwhile, adults like activities that stimulate their minds. In their free time, they

like doing puzzles or crosswords. | think there’s definitely some overlap®®; both children and adults like

doing laidback things'® like going for walks, going to the beach, or doing other fun activities.

6. Do adults and children have enough time for leisure activities nowadays?
I’d say that children definitely have enough time for leisure activities. The only demand they really have

on their time is school, and maybe sometimes extracurriculars. So if they’re able to stay on top of their

schoolwork!®!, they have lots of time to play. But adults don’t always have enough time for leisure activities.

They have jobs that take up most of their day, then they also have to do household chores and take care of

their children if they have them. That definitely keeps them busy.
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1. What technology do people currently use?

When it comes to the kind of technology that people currently use, I would have to say it’s mostly phones,

laptops, and tablets. You know, those are devices that almost everyone has nowadays. It’s especially
common to see those devices in university classrooms, since even students use them to take notes. People

also like digital personal assistants'®?, like Amazon’s Alexa or Google Home. It’s pretty convenient to be

able to ask digital assistants any questions. They might use smart technology to power their home as well.

2. Why do big companies introduce new products frequently?

I think that it’s mostly driven by money. You know, if they just kept producing the same old products, not

enough people would be motivated to keep buying them. But big tech companies like Apple always

introduce new products to keep customers coming back for more. With Apple in particular, they’re always

developing new versions of their iPhone. They even purposefully allow bugs to be in the older models!®®

so that people will have no choice but to trade in their old phones for new ones.

3. Why are people so keen on buying iPhones even though they haven’t changed much from one to
the next?

Well, it’s all a big marketing scheme®®. You know, people don’t absolutely need to have the newest iPhone.

But Apple’s advertising is super effective. Those commercials make it seem like the newest iPhone has way

better features than the older models. But in reality, there isn’t that much of a difference'®®. Another reason

is that Apple will purposefully have bugs in the older phones so that customers actually do have to upgrade
to a newer model*®. It’s very smart of them.

4. Why do technology companies keep upgrading their products?
I think there are two main reasons why technology companies keep upgrading their products. The first

reason is that they’re genuinely always figuring out new upgrades. Whether they’re developing new

software or finding workarounds for bugs®®’ in their products, they’re dedicated to improving the things

they sell. The second reason is that they want to keep making money. So they need to keep updating their

products to give their customers a reason to keep purchasing them. It’s definitely driven by money.
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5. What changes has the development of technology brought about in our lives?

The development of technology has brought about so many different changes. For one, it’s easier than ever
to talk to people. You can message people from all over the world at any time you want. Plus, there are so

many platforms dedicated t0*%® messaging people, so it’s incredibly easy and fast to get in touch with friends

and family. Technology has also made it possible to create things in different ways. Take 3-D printing as an

example. People can make all kinds of products that way.

6. Does the development of technology affect the way we study? How?
Yes, the development of technology has definitely affected the way we study. There are so many online
resources and new kinds of technology that can make studying easier. For example, there are apps that will

scan a text for you and provide definitions on the spot®®. There are also apps and websites that will help

quiz you. All you have to do is input*™ study terms and it’Il help you practice through different games. It’s

amazing how much easier studying is with technology.
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1. What are the most popular and least popular apps in China?
Some of the most popular apps in China are WeChat and Taobao. You know, WeChat is probably the most
common messaging app that Chinese people use. You can text and call with people, and you can also share

photos and updates about your life. Taobao and other commerce apps, like Alipay or Douyin, are also super

convenient to use and let people make purchases on the go'’:. As for the least popular app, well, I’'m not

sure which one is the least popular. I’ve found that some shopping apps like Pinduoduo are dreadful because

of false advertising and low quality products, but to each their own'".

2. What’s the difference between the Internet and television?

There are so many differences between the Internet and television. Television is pretty much limited to just

one form. As a medium, it involves visuals and audio, but it doesn’t have the range of the internet. The

internet is like a living archive!”. There are constantly new posts and websites being created. Like

television, you can watch videos on the internet, but the way you access them is totally different.

3. Why do people like to read the news on the Internet instead of on TV?
| think it’s because the internet offers more detailed information than TV does. On a news show, they only

have so much time to talk about each event or topic. So they can’t really get into the details'’*. But on the

internet, you don’t have that time constraint. You can post a whole write-up®’ that includes infographics

and links to other resources. It’s a lot more flexible as a medium. It’s also more accessible for some people.

4. Is the library still necessary? Why?

Yes, the library is definitely still necessary. 1t’s one of the few places left where you can'’® be there without

having to spend any money. Instead, you can just sit down with a good book or magazine and relax for a

while. You can also do research at the library. Not everyone has a home computer. Libraries often give those

people the resources they need to surf the internet or do other work on a computer.
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5. What kinds of people would still go to the library to read and study?
I think university students still go to the library to read and study. Of course, plenty of them prefer to do

that work at home. But for those who want to read and study without as many distractions, the library offers

a perfect place to hit the books””. Some older people also go to the library to read. They have a lot of

downtime®"® once they’ve retired and they like having a place to go.

6. What are the differences between old people and young people when they use the Internet?
Well, it seems that old people usually use the internet to get information. They might read online newspapers

or check out news articles. They like keeping up with world events as well as local news'’®. But younger

people tend to use the internet for entertainment. They like to chat with their friends on social media or

spend time online shopping. They might also read online magazines and share posts with their friends.
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1. What subjects are popular with young adults today? / What’s the most popular thing to learn
nowadays?

I would say that foreign languages are the most popular thing to learn. A lot of people of all ages are

interested in learning a second language. For one, it helps them keep their minds sharp®®. For another, it

can come in handy*®! when travelling to other countries. The idea of being able to talk to the locals and

understand the language in a foreign country is appealing to lots of people. It’s especially popular for older

people who have retired and have more time on their hands to learn something new.

2. At what age should children start making their own decisions? Why?
I think children should start making their own decisions when they begin high school. | mean, | don’t think

they should be able to decide everything for themselves. There should be some limits. But they can have a

say about'®? what kind of food they eat, as well as when they go to bed. As they enter high school, they
learn to become more independent and think for themselves. So they should be able to make some decisions

on their own.

3. Which makes young people choose a major, income or interest?
Well, most young people actually choose a major based on interest. In the past, it was more common for

young people to focus on money. They wanted to be able to earn a stable income after they graduated.

Nowadays, young people still want that. But | find that more and more of them are more interested in
pursuing their passions. They believe that a high salary is less important than a job that they love. | think

it’s an interesting shift®.

4. Do young people take their parents’ advice on choosing a major?
Yes, | would say that a lot of young people take their parents’ advice on choosing a major. Some young

people might make a decision that’s different from what their parents advise. | think that’s valid. But a

majority will at least consider what their parents have to say. After all, their parents have a lot of life

experience and they know their children well. So their advice is geared toward their child’s best interests'®*,

Actually, it’s important to listen to what your parents say, to some degree*®®.
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5. Besides parents, who else would people take advice from?

It seems to me that people usually take advice from their close friends. For example, a lot of young people

go to their friends when they have a problem and need some outside input*®. Other than family, their friends

are usually the people who know them best. So their advice is usually really helpful. Some others also ask

their significant others*®’ for advice, like their boyfriends or girlfriends. The opinions of their partners are

important to them.

6. Why do some people prefer to study alone?
I think some people prefer to study alone because other people are just too distracting. The idea of studying

with your friends is nice in theory®. But in practice, it ends up being super unproductive. Instead of staying

on task, you just end up talking about unrelated things. It’s more of a hangout than a study session*®. That’s

happened to many people so often. Plus, even when you’re on task, some people have clashing study

techniques®®°. It just ends up in conflict.
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1.What types of products are often advertised in your country? / What are the most advertised
products in your country?

I think makeup is probably one of the most advertised products in my country. It seems like wherever |

look, there are ads for the newest concealer or mascara®®?. It’s crazy how much money is put into advertising

to women. You know, it’s so normalized for women to have to spend a lot of money on makeup. Tech

products are also really heavily advertised'®?. Everyone wants to have the latest gadget, and ads are a huge

part of why they feel that way!®.

2. Is it a good idea to use famous people in advertisement? / What do you think of celebrity
endorsements in advertising?

Yes, 1’d say that it’s a good idea to use famous people in advertisements. In today’s society, people get

really attached to*®* their favourite celebrities. They want to know everything about them. In most cases,

they also want to be like them. So if a celebrity endorses a product by being in the advertisement for it,

people are more likely to buy the product. Plus, having a recognizable face attached to a product can make

that product seem more enticing'® because it feels familiar to people.

3. Which one is more effective, print advertising or online advertising?
| suppose that print advertising is more effective. Online advertising has the benefit of appearing

everywhere. You know, most people can’t go a day without'®® going on the internet or scrolling through

social media on their phone. So they’re bound to see online ads. But | think that oversaturation®’ actually

makes advertisements less effective. Print advertisements can be more memorable because they actually

appear in the real world and might stand out to people more. Plus, huge billboards are more memorable

than pop-up ads*®%.
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4. Is it important to educate young people about the dangers of advertising?

Yes, it is. If young people don’t learn to be critical of the ads they see'®®, they might end up wasting money

200

on products that they really don’t need. They might also be misled by~™" certain ads. For example, an ad

might promise a free reward if you sign up for an account on a certain website. But there’s often lots of fine

print that young people skip over?®!, which can lead to them getting scammed?®?.

5. What are the benefits of advertising?

One main benefit of advertising is that it can inform people about new products. Obviously, there are some

products that don’t really need attention. But for people who are actually on the lookout for a certain item?%,

whether it’s a new tablet or a vacuum cleaner, ads can let them know about a product that might suit their
needs. Another benefit of advertising is that it allows people to be creative. Some people might not consider

advertising an art, but it truly does require a lot of creativity and artistic instinct®%*.

6. Does advertising encourage us to buy things we don’t need?

Yes, advertising definitely encourages us to buy things we don’t need. Ads are designed to catch our

attention®®® and make us feel a desire for a product we might not have even known about before. You know,

there’s a lot of creativity that goes into ads these days. There are usually whole storylines in commercials.

They’re all designed to make us feel like we need the product in our lives. It might not be true, but the ad
is so appealing that we want it anyways.

7. What role does social media play in advertising?
I think social media plays a huge role in advertising. Nowadays, there are companies with social media

accounts who actually have tons of followers?®. Companies will hire social media managers who are

responsible for promoting them online. That means that the average person®’ might encounter posts from

a company that are meant to be funny and eye-catching, but ultimately draw their attention back to the

company or product that’s being promoted. It’s interesting to see how companies have used social media to

their advantage®°.
(Copyrights to FfE sk i i ) = 46D

199 pe critical of the ads they see: Xt IT& 1)) 25 FRHERI & 204 artistic instinct: 2R B

5 205 Ads are designed to catch our attention: %5 & T I 5] 3K
200 he misled by: # CGRIEIZ) KK (NIRPES AT iRs anlii]

201 |ots of fine print that young people skip over: 1R 41 Nj4E%% 206 have tons of followers: 4G K& 2

AN#Z BT A E 207 the average person: i A

202 getting scammed: 4% 3w 208 have used social media to their advantage: | 122 #E4A A
B ELERIA T R ¢ M WGBS B R Penny &I fif 2k 8. H TR

A o TR T AT BE I VO 5T R Penny 20T
;E%re actually on the lookout for a certain item: 1E£E 54k FAf o gt B i T

WHEEERBEETRUIFBRBLIR, BEESHSTAE Penny
76



TR e S WL AR5 v
Hx BRI P EEREMIEE. BN, BEEEEMERR Penny ZBIRE o j_ifi_t]_
Topic 38 FHFIIE o4 i

1. What kinds of shops are popular in your city?
In my city, people love coffee shops, clothing stores, electronics stores, and stores with personal care items such as makeup.
Of course, everyone has to eat, so there are a lot of grocery stores too. Besides, if hanging out with friends while shopping,

or spending a long time shopping and visiting different stores tickles your fancy, a shopping mall would be your best bet

because it has a bit of everything. Even though people do most of their shopping online these days, the shopping centers

are still always packed with people.

2. Why do young people enjoy going to some boutiques?
I think boutiques are favored by young people for two primary reasons. Firstly, boutiques offer trendy clothes and

accessories that match the latest styles, which many young people aspire to keep up with. So, shopping or browsing in

these stores can be an enjoyable leisure activity for them. Besides, boutiques typically provide high-quality and distinctive
products. Some people enjoy visiting these shops because they like to flex their wealth by wearing expensive brands or

getting their hands on exclusive or limited-edition items.

3. Do you think location is the key factor that attracts customers?

Yes, location is probably the most important factor for shops when it comes to attracting customers. If a shop is in a bustling

location, it will get a lot of foot traffic, and people might stop in just to kill time. If a shop is in the middle of nowhere, it’s

not likely that people will go out of their way to visit it. Especially these days, when you can order virtually anything

online with the click of a button.

4. What can shops do to attract customers?

In the digital age, there are numerous ways to attract customers. For example, stores can advertise on social media websites

to increase brand awareness and draw more consumers into the store. Additionally, it’s important to establish a social media

account for the store and regularly post articles related to the store's products. If the posts are interesting or useful, they’ll

gain more attention from customers. Besides, store decoration plays a vital role. Personalized decorations can attract many

young people.
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1.What are the most popular vacation spots in your country?
The most popular vacation spots in my country are all along the coast. Some of the well-known cities include

Shanghai, Xiamen, and Zhuhai. Tourists flock to those places every year so they can stroll along the beach and enjoy

the nice weather. Those coastal areas always have a lot of great attractions. In addition to the natural beauty of the

ocean, they tend to have great food spots and a vibrant nightlife. People come from all over the place to enjoy the

food and entertainment in these places.

2.Why it can be enjoyable to spend holidays at home?

| think that some people get overtired from work. So, when it comes to the holidays, they don’t necessarily want to

spend a lot of time and energy travelling somewhere else. It’s nice to stay at home when you’ve been overwhelmed
with work or school. Plus, when you spend the holidays at home, you can enjoy time with the people close to you.
Most people enjoy seeing their friends and family who live nearby. If you travel somewhere far, you can’t see the

people you love.

3.Would most people in your country like to have longer holidays?
Yeah, | definitely think that most people in my country would like to have longer holidays. Nowadays, with

overwhelming work or school responsibilities, it can be challenging to find time for personal relaxation. Even when

people finally get a holiday, it goes by really fast. They never have enough time to relax and destress before going
back to their regular routines. So I think that people would love to have longer holidays. Extra rest time can help

people get true physical and mental relaxation, which in turn can boost their productivity in both work and daily

activities.

4.1s it important for young people to be well prepared before traveling?
Yes, to have a more enjoyable trip, it’s important for young people to prepare adequately before departure. First of
all, they should budget wisely and have a clear understanding of how much money they need to bring, so as not to

run into difficulties due to lack of funds while traveling. Besides, it’s important for them to be ready for any

unexpected emergencies. They should make sure to pack everything they might need and to know what to do if their

plans suddenly change.
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1.Do people like to go to crowded places? Why?
2.Where do young people like to go?
BHER:
Yes, most people really enjoy going to packed places, especially young people. Those spots are usually lively and

full of energy, which gets everyone pumped up and satisfied. Like going to concerts or watching football games, they

always generate a lot of excitement. Besides, trendy restaurants and tourist attractions are often overcrowded, but

people still flock to them because they offer unique experiences. For example, Zibo, a city in our country, has made
a name for itself recently with its barbecue culture. Despite the long queues at every barbecue restaurant, it hasn't

dampened people's curiosity and eagerness to explore.

3. How can the problems of traffic congestion be solved?
| think that to deal with traffic congestion, there are a couple of things we can do. Firstly, we need better infrastructure,

and we should also encourage people to ditch their private cars and hop on buses and subways instead. If we make

sure that public transport is reliable, comfortable, and runs frequently, more people will be willing to choose public

transportation. Besides, if companies can cut down on unnecessary office work and give employees the chance to

work from home, we'll see a major reduction in rush hour chaos. After all, fewer people hitting the roads every day

means less traffic jam madness.

4. Why do people still like to live in big cities even though there are severe traffic jams?

Despite the heavy traffic congestion in big cities, it's undeniable that they offer a wealth of facilities and activities.

You've got cultural hotspots, movie theaters, science museums, and more, all right at your door. People can easily

satisfy their entertainment and cultural needs at any time. However, it's challenging for small cities to provide such

a diverse and vibrant experience. Besides, big cities also have top-notch education and healthcare resources. You'll

find high-quality education and easy access to advanced medical care. So whether you're thinking about your kids'

schooling or planning for retirement, living in a big city holds more advantages.

5. What public facilities does your city have?
The city I live in has tons of public facilities. For example, in recent years, they've constructed a subway system with
numerous routes that can take you anywhere you want. Besides, we have public libraries and museums that are

bustling with kids every weekend. On top of that, there are several parks where you'll find the most people during

the early mornings and after dinner. People gather there to exercise or simply hang out with friends. All in all, our

city has nailed it when it comes to providing convenient public facilities that cater to everyone's needs.

VIRl
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6. Are people happy living in crowded apartments? s
Despite the crowded space, apartment buildings have their own charm that brings happiness and satisfaction. Firstly,

housing prices are skyrocketing these days, making it difficult for many to buy a house. So, having a small apartment

brings a sense of contentment. Secondly, packed apartment buildings are usually in the city center, making it easy for

people to join social gatherings, attend cultural performances and more. It adds excitement and flavor to their lives.

So, when you think about the cost and convenience, living in an apartment building can still bring a good deal of

happiness.

7. Which scenic spots will have queues of people?

In our country, especially during peak tourist seasons, it's rare to find popular scenic spots without queues. Historical
landmarks like the Great Wall of China and the Forbidden City have a steady flow of visitors. Popular natural
landscapes also draw in crowds. Places like Jiuzhaigou Valley and Zhangjiajie in China attract a large number of
tourists because of their breathtaking beauty. Zhangjiajie even served as inspiration for the famous movie "Avatar."

So, these places have their unique charm that makes it worthwhile for tourists to queue up and appreciate them.

8. What are the advantages of living on a high floor?

9. What are the disadvantages of living on a lower floor?

BHER:

Living in a high-rise apartment definitely has many advantages. Firstly, you get a wide and breathtaking view.

Imagine waking up, opening the curtains, and taking in the entire cityscape. It's a stunning view that you wouldn't

see from a lower floor. Secondly, being higher up means less noise from street traffic and other disturbances. On the
flip side, lower floors are more susceptible to noise, which can disrupt your sleep. What's more, higher floors usually

receive better natural light, allowing for a brighter living space, while lower floors may require more artificial lighting.

All in all, living in a high-rise apartment tends to be more comfortable.

10. What do you think of the phenomenon of people queuing in restaurants for more than an hour?

Honestly, | think it's quite normal. Nowadays, people prioritize experiences and are willing to try popular

recommendations. If they're willing to wait for over an hour in line just to eat at a specific restaurant, it means that

the restaurant has a unique charm and appeal that makes customers endure the wait. It could be because of the

restaurant's distinctive flavors or a one-of-a-kind dining experience. Either way, it shows that the restaurant is striving

for innovation, which is crucial in the competitive food industry.
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1.Why is it difficult for some people to relax?
I think that it is difficult for some people to relax because they have a lot of anxiety and stress in their lives,

and they find that difficult to let go of?®. | mean, they might want to relax, but they don’t know how.

Besides, many people work so much that they don’t even have time to relax, or they are always taking care
of other people like their kids or their parents so they have no time for themselves.

2.What are the benefits of doing exercise?

Exercise can be very beneficial for a number of reasons. Firstly, it lowers the levels of cortisol in your

body?'°, which is the stress hormone. Next, it makes your body healthier, and a healthier body always leads
to a healthier mind. Plus, exercising every day can get you into a positive routine, which is always a good

thing. If you make it a habit to exercise every morning, afternoon, or evening, then you can get onto a really

good schedule.

3. Do people in your country exercise after work?

Yes, a lot of people in my country exercise after work. We have many gyms that are open in the evenings,
so people choose to go to gyms after work because it is convenient. Exercising immediately after work is a
good way to ensure that you have a lot of energy for the rest of your evening, and it also helps you to work

up an appetite for dinner?'!. That being said?'?, not everyone exercises after work; some people prefer to do

it before work, or not at all.

4.What is the place where people spend most of their time in their home?
| suppose that most people spend a lot of time in their living room. Of course, it depends on who they live

with. | think most families spend time in the living room because it’s a common area?'® where they can

hang out together while still doing their own thing. Besides, many people I know like hanging out on their
couch in the living room. But people who live alone probably spend most of their time in their bedroom

since they don’t need to entertain or talk to anyone else?!.
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5. Do you think there should be classes for training young people and children how to relax?

Well, classes could be an interesting way to help young people and children learn how to relax. I’m not sure

if they really need to take those kinds of courses. But I could see it being helpful for some people. These

classes could emphasize different activities for relaxation. Young people could learn how to meditate or do
physical activities like yoga, which help them destress. Besides, I think the classes could teach young people

and children about the importance of relaxation by showing them the scientific benefits.

6. Which is more important, mental relaxation or physical relaxation?

This is really a tricky question, isn’t it? It seems to me that they are both crucial to one’s health. I’m not an

expert in medical science, so | don’t have a definite answer?!®, But if | had to pick one, | would say mental

relaxation is probably more important. You can recover from physical fatigue by having some rest or a good

sleep. But sometimes it’s hard to make mental stress fade away. And your mood tends to affect your physical
strength as well. From that perspective, relaxing your mind is more important.
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1. Do you think it is good for children to make noise?/ Should children not be allowed to make noise
under any circumstances?
Well, it really depends on the circumstances. Children shouldn’t be forced to be quiet all the time. That’ll
stifle their development®®. If they have to be silent, they won’t be able to express themselves or burn off
their energy in a healthy way?’. So | think that children should be allowed to play as loudly as they want,
as long as they aren’t disturbing others too much. They shouldn’t always be noisy. But there should
definitely be a healthy in-between?®,

2.What kinds of noises are there in our lives?

There are many noises in our lives. One of the loudest sources of noise is traffic. You know, you can hear
cars honking at each other all the time. Plus, there are usually lots of sirens®*® because of all the emergencies
that happen around us. On top of that?*°, you can often hear the sounds of bulldozers and cranes. Cities are
always having old buildings demolished and new buildings put in their place. It’s very noisy for the people
who live there.

3. Which is exposed to more noise, the city or the countryside?

| would say that cities definitely have louder noises. People living in cities experience a constant barrage
of noises??* from cars, trains, music, and events. There’s never a quiet moment. Whether it’s the sound of
traffic or the sound of a large crowd, you can hear all kinds of noises from an apartment in the city. In the
countryside, although there are noises from nature like wind, rain, and thunder, there are very few noises
created by people like you would have in the city. Many people choose to move to the countryside in order
to escape noise.

4. How would people usually respond to noises in your country?

How people respond to noise depends on their personality; some people complain about noise makers and
even call the police to deal with the problem because they get irritated by sounds very easily. Others choose
to use noise-cancelling headphones, and still others embrace it??2. Actually there are some noises that
everyone finds irritating, such as car horns honking or people talking too loudly on the phone in public. But
for the most part??3, people in my country have adapted to the noises around them.

5. How can people consider others’ feelings when chatting in public?

People can be considerate of others’ feelings when chatting in public by limiting their conversations to a
quiet tone of voice?®* so that they are less likely to be overheard??®. People might also choose to speak
louder if they are in a loud place, like a bar or a concert. | think that as long as the person speaking is
matching the volume of their voice to the environment, then they are being respectful of others’ feelings.
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1. Is there more pollution now than in the past?

Yes, | would say so. After the industrial revolution in the late nineteenth century, cities around the world

filled with factories and power plants®?® that emit greenhouse gases into the air??’, thus increasing air

pollution. There is also much more air travel now compared to previous centuries, so that increases pollution

too. Plus, humans are much more reliant on technologies that produce pollution now than in the past.

2.In what ways can air pollution be reduced effectively?
Air pollution can be reduced in a number of different ways. Firstly, people can attempt to reduce their

individual pollution levels by taking public transit or walking instead of driving. Secondly, countries can

228

look into more green energy policies=® such as solar energy, wind energy, and hydro. These options are

better for the environment than traditional energy from coal and gasoline. Factories can also play a big role

in reducing air pollution by using more clean energy options.

3. Do you think the city is cleaner or dirtier than the countryside? Why?
I think that the city is dirtier than the countryside because there is much more pollution in the city, including
air pollution, water pollution, and litter. Cities have so many cars and buses moving through them, which

creates a lot of air pollution. Besides, cities sometimes have contaminated water sources??® because there

230

can be problems in the sewer system~*", whereas in the countryside many people use well water. Finally,

cities often have a lot of litter and garbage which creates more pollution.

TR

226 power plants: & H) TR I 2252 B35 Gt

227 gmit greenhouse gases into the air: [ K< P HERGE 5 S 4k 230 the sewer system: T /K& %4t

228 |ook into more green energy policies: % & ¥ £ {1 £k (1 AE A TRVEBLARIL JT HAA 58 10 WS B FR Penny 2 ik L
65 SUBUBUR(ERIA

229 cities sometimes have contaminated water sources: 317 7K
AT B TR MR, B RIS Penny
88



Fe R AR BRI AT o
Hx BRI P EEREMIEE. BN, BEEEEMERR Penny ZBIRE o j_ifi_t]_

50 ' TE W

4. What can factories and power plants do to reduce pollutants?
Well, air pollution is often associated with the burning of fossil fuels?. So, it seems to me that factories

and power plants can reduce pollutants by turning to greener energy options, such as solar, wind, or hydro.

Many power plants also choose to use nuclear energy in lieu of**? traditional coal burning because it reduces

air pollution. I mean, nuclear energy does come with its own risks. But if done carefully, it can be a good

option.

5. Do you think many companies have been forced to reduce pollutants?
Yes, | suppose that tons of companies have been forced to reduce pollutants by governments over the past

several decades. Many countries have come together to make a plan to combat climate change, and reducing

pollution is the first step to reversing or stopping the effects of climate change. One good example would

be the electric car industry, which has skyrocketed in popularity. Car companies are forced to come up with

an electric option if they want to stay relevant®3, because it reduces pollution.

6. Do you think wind has any effect on pollution? How?

Yes, | think that wind affects pollution because it has the power to spread pollutants through the air?3. So

if there is a city with a lot of air pollution, sometimes the wind can carry that pollution to surrounding towns

and cities. This means that people who live in the countryside might be exposed to pollutants that they
normally wouldn’t have to deal with because of the wind. Overall, while I don’t think that the wind has a
huge effect on pollution, it does have some effect.
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1. Why do some young people keep moving?
There are lots of reasons why a young person might move often. Some young people need to move for a change in their

job or a new school. Other people might just enjoy a change of scenery and a fresh start. Plus, most young people don’t

own property yet, so they are probably renting their accommodation. Considering the possibility of rent increases or

landlords needing to take back their properties, young adults may have to relocate to new rental locations.

2. Is it positive for young people to live by themselves?
Well, introverts usually don’t mind spending a lot of time alone, but extroverts would probably get depressed living by

themselves. In any case, living alone means all of the household responsibilities land on your shoulders, so it’s a great way

to learn independence. You'll learn to pay the rent on your own, as well as take care of all the cooking, household chores,

and repairs. Besides, living by yourself means that you won’t get stuck with a bad roommate who is noisy, messy, or

annoying to have around.

3. What's the difference between living alone and living with roommates?

Well, living with roommates is more affordable than living alone, since the rent is split between everyone. Additionally,

you don't have to worry about feeling lonely, and you can divide household chores amongst yourselves. Of course, you do

also have to be mindful of the others living in your household and hope that your roommates extend you the same courtesy.

On the other hand, living alone comes with a lot more freedom, and it gives you the ability to make noise at any time of

the day or night and decorate according to your taste.

4. Besides cooking, are there any other skills that people need to learn?

Besides cooking, learning how to budget your finances is one of the most important skills to learn. This is something that

will serve you for your whole life and insure that you are living within your means. Additionally, mastering some repair

skills is also necessary. As you begin living on your own, you'll inevitably face minor problems such as a burnt-out light

bulb or a clogged drain. If you possess some basic repair skills, it can make your life more comfortable and also help you

save on maintenance expenses.
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1. What kinds of people are more popular at school?
In general, people who are outgoing, friendly, and have a good sense of humor tend to be more popular at school.

These people are often good at making connections with others and are skilled at initiating and maintaining

friendships. Additionally, people who excel at sports, academics, or other extracurricular activities may also be
popular due to their achievements and abilities. They can always get a lot of respect from others. Loads of people

turn to them when they need help or advice. And if these high achievers are helpful and always ready to lend a hand,
it's no wonder they’re so popular among their classmates and in the whole school.

2. Why are some people less popular?

Some people may be less famous because they are introverted, shy, or struggle with social skills. They usually enjoy
their own company and don't participate much in social stuff, which can make others see them as distant or unsociable,
and that's why they're not super popular. But honestly, everyone's got their own unique personality, and we should
totally respect and embrace those differences. Anyway, there are still some others who are less popular because they're

not very friendly. Like, if someone tries to help them out, they might not even say thanks and instead ignore the
kindness. Those kinds of people usually don't show much respect for others, so it's reasonable that they aren't well-
liked.

3. Why are some celebrities famous for a much longer time than others?
| think that some celebrities are famous for a longer time than others because they consistently strive for excellence
and continue to produce high-quality work. One example would be Taylor Swift, an American singer who has been

producing music and touring internationally for nearly twenty years. Taylor reinvents herself constantly in order to

keep people interesting in her music, and in doing so, she also gains new fans along the way. Besides, some celebrities
remain famous for a long time due to their diverse talents. For instance, Jay Chou, a renowned singer in China, has
achieved success in music, filmmaking, and even magic tricks. His versatility and multiple talents have earned him
enduring fame.

4. Do popular people usually live a happy life?

It is difficult to say whether popular people live a happy life, as everyone's experience is different. But generally
speaking, popular people usually feel happier than others. You see, they have a bigger social circle and can rely on
more support when they encounter tough times. Having more friends and support can really boost their happiness

levels. However, being popular also comes with its own set of challenges, such as pressure to maintain a certain
image or meet expectations from others. Besides, popularity can be fleeting, and individuals who base their self-

worth on their popularity can suffer if their popularity fades. Ultimately, happiness depends on a variety of factors,

not just popularity.
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1.Will you take a gap year to volunteer?
I would love to take a gap year to volunteer. Ideally, | would do some paid work too so that | can pay for my expenses, but

a gap year is definitely in my plans. | think that taking a year off from school to do some volunteering work could be really

beneficial for me. It would give me a chance to explore the world and gain a more comprehensive understanding of the

society we live in. Plus, |1 would also get the chance to broaden my work experience and learn some valuable life skills

that | wouldn't otherwise get from being stuck in class all the time.

2.How can students help others? / Do students in your country do volunteer work?
There are lots of ways that students can help others. Peer tutoring is one good example. It’s a way for strong students to

reinforce their own learning while assisting weaker students. Besides, students can get involved with volunteering at

community events like charity runs or food drives. Animal shelters, homeless shelters and community centers are all
examples of places that would recruit student volunteers. These opportunities enable students to help those in need, whether

it be people or animals, and develop a greater sense of empathy and responsibility.

3.How can children help their parents at home?
There are lots of ways that children can help their parents. Depending on their age, children can do different chores around

the house. Some examples could be cooking, grocery shopping, cleaning the house, and taking care of pets or younger

siblings. Outdoor chores such as looking after the yard, doing some gardening, and shoveling snow are all examples of
outdoor chores kids can take off their parents’ plates. Besides, when parents encounter problems or difficulties, children

listening and offering encouragement can greatly support parents and be a significant help to them.

4.Should children be taught to help others?

Yes, absolutely, it's important for children to learn how to help others. For one thing, it can develop their empathy. By
supporting people who are in need, children can gain a deeper understanding of the challenges and issues others face in
their everyday lives. This, in turn, can encourage them to be more thoughtful of others' emotions and improve their social

skills. Additionally, helping others can give children a sense of accomplishment, which can boost their confidence and

benefit their overall well-being.

5. Should students do community service? Why?

Yes, | believe students should be required to do community service. Not only does it teach students to be civic-minded and

look out for others, it also has been proven to improve mental and physical health. Volunteering can also be a great way

for young people to test out different careers before committing to them. Believe it or not, volunteering can also be a lot

of fun for kids, and take them out of the daily grind of studying and school work.
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6. What makes children help each other at school?

Children are usually taught by their teachers and parents from a young age the importance of helping each other. It’s also
natural for children to want to feel important. Everyone likes feeling like a valued member of their community, so it’s in
human nature to help each other. In addition, teachers may offer praise or rewards to students who are helpful in order to

reinforce good behavior and give the other students a model for target behavior, so some students may be motivated by

extrinsic factors.

7. Why do some people do volunteer work all over the world?
It seems to me that volunteers who are willing to work globally usually have a strong sense of social responsibility. They

hope to make a positive impact on society by helping those who are in difficult situations. Some people also volunteer in

different countries to make friends and see the world. Usually, volunteering is a selfless act, but sometimes, people want

to use their volunteer work for status or personal gain. For example, a politician might do volunteer work for PR purposes.
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1. Is it interesting to be an actor / actress?

Yes, it would be very exciting to be an actor or actress because you get to literally turn into a different

person?3® every time you go to work! It would be so interesting to explore different parts of yourself while

at work. Actors also get to travel very often, both while shooting a movie or TV show and also while
promoting it. Travelling is something that can make any job more interesting. Finally, it would be interesting

to meet and work with other actors and directors.

2. Are actors or actresses very interested in their work? Why?

| suppose that actors and actresses are very interested in their work. | mean, they have to be in order to put

that much work in*®. People tend to think that acting is an easy job. But it actually requires a lot of effort.

I don’t think it’s an easy job, but it’s definitely interesting. You know, actors get to express a wide range of

emotions and imagine different experiences in order to play their character. 1t’s hard to be vulnerable in

front of a camera, but | think they find it to be rewarding®®’.

3. Is being a professional actor or actress a good career?
It seems to me that being a professional actor or actress is a pretty good career. Of course, there are still

downsides, like there are for any job?®. Acting means working long hours and going through a lot, both

physically and emotionally, in order to play a role. But | think that it can be really rewarding. If acting is

what you’re passionate about, then being able to play different roles and star in film or TV would be

amazing. Plus, I’m sure the fame would be kind of cool as well.

4. What can children learn from acting?
Children can learn tons of things from acting, which is why many children really enjoy drama class®®°. They

can learn how to portray different emotions with different facial expressions?*°, and also how to recognize

these emotions in others. Besides, children can learn a lot about group work and cooperation through acting,
since often they are acting in a play with many other children. Lastly, I think acting can also improve a

child’s creative thinking skills.
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5. Why do children like special costumes?

It seems to me that children like special costumes because it adds a lot of fun to their day. When they get

dressed up, they might feel more confident. They might even feel more adventurous. Plus, children

especially love dressing up as their favourite characters. When they have a superhero outfit on, it makes

them feel like they’re just as strong and fearless as their favourite hero. It’s fun for them to see themselves

in a new light**! by wearing a costume. I think that’s the appeal of dressing up.

6. What are the differences between actors / actresses who earn a lot and those who earn little?

I’d say that the main difference is reputation. The actors and actresses who make top dollar?*? do so because

they’re household names. You know, you’d expect someone like Brad Pitt(ffi 1 1% i 4¥) or Michelle
Yeoh(#£:2x) to make a ton of money because they’re two very popular actors in Hollywood. They both
have long careers that have made them famous worldwide. But actors without many features to their

name?*® aren’t as recognizable to audiences. So they don’t make as much money. They don’t get top
billing?* either.

7. What are the differences between theatre acting and film acting?
Well, the differences between theatre acting and film acting are quite complex. To start, theatre acting leaves

very little room for improvisation?*. You need to memorize your lines and perform them within the allotted

time on stage®*®. In film acting, you can improvise more because you have more time and many takes**’

before you get to the final product. However, film acting is more time consuming, because of the multiple
takes, the hair and makeup, and the travel involved.
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1. In what situations would people be willing to get to know new people?

I think people want to get to know new people in situations where they’re going to be spending a lot of time

with them. For example, if you get a new job, you’ll probably want to get to know your coworkers since
you’ll be around them all the time. It’s the same if you’re starting a program where you’ll be in class with

a lot of the same people. It’s always good to have friends in those kinds of situations.

2.Where would people get to know new people?
People usually get to know new people at their jobs or schools. When you start a new job, there’s usually a

whole team of people that you have to introduce yourself to. Getting to know your coworkers is really

important. After all, you’re going to spend a lot of time with them. You also meet lots of new people at
school, whether they’re in your classes or just people you meet while on campus. Actually you are always

surrounded by like minded peers?*® as you. University can be very difficult, so it is good to meet new people

along the way.

3. How do people start a conversation?

People can start a conversation in a variety of ways. The easiest way to start a conversation is with a greeting,
such as: hello, nice to meet you, or how are you? Then, you can continue the conversation by asking a

specific question. Some people might start a conversation by talking about something that they know the

other person is interested in, in order to ensure that the conversation will continue in a positive manner®*°,

4. Is it difficult for Chinese people to communicate with people from other countries?

| suppose that it depends on the person; some Chinese may be multilingual, meaning that?*° they can speak

multiple languages with confidence. For example, most Chinese people can speak English well because

they learn it in school, so they are confident that they can carry a conversation with someone. But others

may be more nervous, and unwilling to communicate with strangers. Actually | think that everyone can be
a bit nervous when they are communicating with people who don’t speak the same language, but if you
don’t try then you will never learn.

il
248 |ike minded peers: EEESHEEA TE VR BERIE T A 58 9 WD (S Tk & Penny & i f i
249 continue in a positive manner: [MUFRARAY T AELE T & PUBUBURG A=Y

250 meaning that: X ELEE
MBEEHERETIRNERFELIR, BEERBISHIE Penny
99



|

B e ot S A - - BRI SRR 5% " i
BTSRRI TR R, RN, WAEB S ISR Penny HITARE 3 ot
0K TE W

5. Why are some people unwilling to have conversations with others?

Some people might be really anxious. You know, people with social anxiety find it intimidating to talk to

others®®!, especially if they don’t know them too well. Other people are just introverted. They might not be

anxious talking to people, but it’s something that takes a lot of energy and leaves them feeling drained?®®.

Others simply might not be interested in having conversations with people if they don’t have to.

6. Is it difficult for adults to talk with children?
I think that some adults find it difficult to talk with children, whereas others find it very easy. Some adults

are very good at entertaining kids?>® and don’t have any trouble striking up a conversation with them. But

some others get impatient with children because they aren’t at the same level®®*. You know, talking to a

child can be very boring since the child has a pretty limited vocabulary and doesn’t understand more

complex concepts. So some adults find it hard to talk with kids.
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1. Do you think old people and young people can share interests?

Yes, | definitely think that old people and young people can share interests. Obviously, there are a lot of

differences between these age groups. But | don’t think they’re worlds away from each other®®. It’s not too

rare for them to enjoy the same kinds of things. For example, | think that both old and young people can be

interested in nature. If an old person and a young person went for a walk in a park together, they would
probably both have a great time.

2. What can old people teach young people?
I suppose that old people can teach young people lots of life skills. For example, they can teach them how

to manage their time in healthy ways. Old people have had lots of experience having to balance different

responsibilities®®. They can share those techniques with young people. Besides, old people can teach young

people more subjective things, like how to trust their gut®®” and what kinds of things they should value in

life. Again, those things come from years of making good choices, or at least figuring things out by making

mistakes.

3. Is it easy for young people and old people to make friends with each other?
I don’t think it’s always easy for young people and old people to make friends with each other. For one,

they come from such different backgrounds. They don’t always have shared interests. Sometimes, they can

be so different that it feels like they’re speaking different languages®®®. But | suppose that once they can get

over their initial differences®®, they can find that they actually have a lot in common. I think both groups

just have assumptions about each other that they have to let go of first.

4. Are there benefits when one person is interested in another person? Why?
Yes, there can be benefits when one person is interested in another person. Curiosity about other people is

healthy. It keeps people from being entirely self-involved?®°. Being interested in another person means

opening yourself up?®* to learning something new. After all, everyone has unique experiences that they can

share once you get to know them. Having another person’s perspective can really enrich your life. So
following that interest in a person and getting to know them can be very rewarding.
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5. Do you think people are more selfish or self - centered now than in the past?
Yes, | do think that people are more selfish now than in the past. In the past, community was very important.
People were much more reliant on each other than they are now. So it was necessary to care about other

people. Depending on them to get through difficult times was often the only way to push through?®?. But

nowadays, the economy of many countries is stronger than it was in the past, there are more opportunities
for travel and movement. Community isn’t as important. So people tend to care the most about themselves.

I think it’s a change for the worse, not the better.

6.What benefits can people get if they are self - centered?
There are many benefits to being self-centered, but there are also disadvantages. The main benefit is that if
you are self-centered, then you put yourself first and you take care of yourself. Many people put others first

to their own detriment®®3, so in that regard, selfish people are better off?®*. Nonetheless, if you are too self-

centered, people may not want to spend time with you because you might be a bad or uncaring friend.
Overall, being somewhat selfish is a good thing, but being too selfish is a bad thing.
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1.Why should children be kind to their classmates?

Children should be kind to their classmates because kindness is an important value. They should treat others
the way they want to be treated. If they’re mean to their classmates, not only will it cause conflict, but it’ll

also set a bad precedent for their future relationships®®. Being unkind will keep them from making friends,

which means they’ll grow up to be very lonely and even antisocial. Being kind to their classmates definitely
helps everyone get along well.

2. Can children choose their desk mate?

Well, it depends on the teacher’s policy?®. But I think that in general, it can be a good idea for children to
choose their desk mate. It’s good for them to sit with someone they know and are comfortable with. But on
the other hand, sometimes it’s nice for the teacher to assign their desk mate. That way, children can make
new friends and hang out with kids they might not talk to on their own. Plus, it prevents them from ignoring

or neglecting certain kids in the class.

3.What matters most about a colleague’s personality?
| suppose that when it comes to a colleague, it’s most important for them to be kind and respectful. They
need to be able to get along with others, even if they don’t particularly like them?®’. They have to maintain

a certain level of professionalism. Plus, you don’t want someone hostile in the workplace. That invites a lot

of conflict. So it’s important for the people you work with to treat others well.

4. Are good colleagues important at work?
Yes, good colleagues can make or break a job?®%®. I mean, if you don’t like the people you work with, then

it makes it really hard to enjoy going to work. Your job can start to feel like a huge chore. It’s very hard to

be happy that way. But if you have good colleagues, then going to work can be a great part of your day. It
also helps the time go by faster when you enjoy talking and working with the people around you.
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5.What kind of people are popular at work?
I think people who are really friendly and have a great sense of humour are popular at work. You know,

even at really great companies, getting through the work day can be a slog?®. When you have people around

who are super welcoming and can crack a few jokes to keep everyone entertained?”°, it’s definitely easier

to enjoy your job. It’s nice when you can get along with your coworkers.

6. Are knowledgeable people popular at work?
Well, it depends. Sometimes knowledgeable people are popular at work because they usually have the
answers that people need. If anyone has questions, they turn to those people instead of bothering the upper-

levels®’t. But sometimes, knowledgeable people can be very condescending?’?. So people actually avoid
talking to them. It all depends on whether those knowledgeable people are also nice and helpful. Otherwise,
talking to them might actually make people feel bad.
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