
 

 

 

The city you live in  

 

1. What city do you live in?  

I'm still living in my hometown, Beijing. I was born and raised in Beijing

 and I've been living here for 20 years. 

I'm now living here in Shenzhen which is far from my 

hometown XXX. I found a job here two years ago and that's why I 

relocated . Being in another city away from home is pretty 

hard. And so far, I’m doing OK, I think. I have a nice apartment, my job and 

my circle of friends , I should give myself a pat on the back

.  

I'm now studying here in Guangzhou because that's where my 

university is located in. It's kind of far away from home. I only see my 
parents twice per year during winter and summer holidays.  

2. Do you like the city and why?  

 I think it's a great city in the sense that  it provides me 

with financial security. I found a job here and it’s a city full of job 
opportunities. And to be honest, I don't worry too much about it, if one 
day I lose my job. I'm pretty sure I can find another job instantly. But it is 

such a fast-paced city. At times you feel that people are so hectic  

and only minding their own business . You can feel a little bit 

lonely. Sometimes I really miss my hometown. It's a small place, 
everybody knows everybody, therefore there’s a much stronger sense of 

community .  

 To be honest, I don't really know if I like the city or not. I mean, I'm 

living on campus in the school dormitory and my life is all about going to 
classes, going to the gym, going to the grocery store. I do everything in 
and around the school. I don't really leave the school that often. The only 
few times when I went to the city center was when I needed to buy some 

new clothes and that was it. I don't really have a strong feeling about



 

 

 the city because I don’t really care and I know that I will go 

back to my hometown after graduation.  

3. How long have you lived in this city?  

It's been three years. Gosh… I can't believe it’s been so long! How time 

flies ! I still remember the first day when I came to this city 

and everything looked and felt so foreign  to me and now I'm so 

used to the city. I'm thriving here . 

 This is my third year in university, so yeah, three years. Gosh, I can't 

believe it has been so long. How time flies! My first day in university 
seems like yesterday.  

4. Are there big changes in the city?  

I would say so. Shenzhen is such a metropolitan city. It's constantly 

changing and developing every day. I feel like every day there is 

something new coming up , like a new building, a 

new store, a new restaurant. If I haven't gone to an area for 6 months, I 

wouldn't fully recognize the area next time when I go back there. 

 

Yeah, I would say the biggest change in the city is the subway system. 

Three years ago, when I first came here, there wasn't the subway yet, but 
soon enough they started developing the underground system. Now after 
three years, there are three lines already, making it very convenient to get 

around in the city.  

5. Is this city your permanent residence? 

Um, it's hard to say. I'm still trying to figure out the answer. And I feel torn

. On one hand, my job is really taking off , and I’m 

seeing so much potential. On the other hand, I miss my family a lot. My 
parents are getting older and older every day. Sometimes I feel that 

maybe at some point , I need to move back to my hometown and 

get reunited  with my family. That sounds like the right thing to 



 

 

do. Besides, I'm still single, so there're no strings attached . 

It would be relatively easy for me to move back.  

  


