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Day2 

  

  Part 1 Part 3   

 1.  2.  3. ①-④  

 4.  5.  ①-④    

   

1.  

 

why the use of linking words/conjunctions (for reasons).  

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because  
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…) 

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

 
Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 
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• As informal

 
        As I’ve just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal  
        I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+  part3  
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that/ because OK … 
 

Linking words/conjunctions (for results) 

• So  
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore  
I think I've stayed too long. Therefore, I'm leaving in the morning. 

• As a result,  
My hometown is quite small, more like a town, really. As a result, we don't have a very well-developed 
public transportation system. 

• Consequently part3  
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-  What films do you like? p1  

 Romance : Oh call me a hopeless romantic . I absolutely adore romance movies. 

There's just something magical about watching two people fall in love on the big screen . Each 

time when I see a beautiful love story, it makes me believe in the power of love  again, haha. I 

can't get enough of  that warm and fuzzy feeling .  

 Comedy : I'm a big fan of comedy. Laughter is such a universal language , and I feel that 

a good laugh can heal everything . I like all the witty jokes , smart 

wordplay/play-on-words  and exaggerated performances . I love watching a 

comedy movie alone after a long day , just put my feet up, let my hair down, indulge myself in 

the world of comedy, and blow off the steam . It’s a great escape .  

WH   

 Suspense : Suspense movies are my favorite! They are intense, nerve-wracking  and action-

packed . I love the adrenaline rush  and the feeling of being on the edge of my seat

the whole time, never knowing what's going to happen next

. Sometimes, I feel that watching a suspense movie is like solving a jigsaw puzzle

. You need to be patient enough to put all the pieces together and see the whole picture. It’s so 

exciting and captivating.  

 Drama : Drama movies always have a special place in my heart. They delve deep into

 the humanity and human emotions. I love how they can make me think and reflect on my own life. 
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They're like a window into the human soul , and that's why I find them (to be) so 

captivating.  

-  How do you like geography? (p1 ) 

 I’m fascinated by geography! Actually, geography was one of my favourite subjects at school. I enjoy learning 

about other countries, including everything from politics to natural phenomena

. It’s fascinating  stuff!  

 No, not really. I don’t know a whole lot about  geography. 

I hated/strongly disliked geography class when I was in high school; often times I spaced out  

during class. That’s why I didn’t do well in the subject. I have such a terrible memory  that I 

can’t remember the names of cities or places.  

Human geography  VS physical geography  

- Do you go running a lot? p1  

 Yes, I would say I'm a runner . I run quite a bit actually. I mean, I'm not like a marathoner or 

anything, but I try to get out of there  a few times a week, hitting the track or the park nearby, 

in the morning before going to work/school, just myself. I enjoy the feeling of the morning breeze touching my 

face and hair . It's a great way to clear my head and disconnect from my life

/it’s like a little escape from the daily grind , you know. When I run, I stay 

in the zone completely and I can’t hear anything but my own footsteps. It’s an amazing feeling. WH  
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 I have to admit that I'm not a runner. Running is not really my thing . I tend to lead a more 

sedentary lifestyle , a couch potato , to be more precise

. HAHA! I prefer binge-watching shows , reading books, watching movies, or just 

chilling on my couch and scrolling on the phone . Running just doesn't excite me that 

much . It seems boring.  

 

 

- How important are friends to you? p1 friends  

 Oh yeh, for me, friends are so incredibly important. They provide me with a strong sense of community and 

belonging . We support one another , and share tears and laughter

 together. I really enjoy spending time with my friends. Those moments are so therapeutic  and 

essential for my mental health .  

 Yes, I love all my friends and they mean the whole world to me . My friends provide me 

with emotional support and companionship . We always do things together, and try new 

experiences together. We learn and grow together. I feel so grateful for those relationships I have, and I know 

that we will always be there for each other no matter what .  

Well, I appreciate the value of friendship, but many times, I find that I’m more productive and fulfilled when I 

am on my own. Yes, friendship is important, but I would always choose my own personal growth over 

friendship. Especially at this stage in my life where I’m more focusing on my career path, and I 

value my personal time a lot. Therefore, I choose quality over quantity  when it comes to friendship. 
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I’d prefer only having a few close friends  rather than a large group of acquaintances

.  

 

2.   

①  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading; however, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

• Nevertheless however   
I was tired, I nevertheless decided to stay up and finish the project. 

even though…still…”  

• That said/Having said that informal part3 
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 

 

- Do you spend a lot of time choosing clothes? p1 clothing  

Yes I do spend quite some time choosing my outfits every day and sometimes it might take me forever

. When I managed to pick a great outfit for the day, I feel very confident when communicating 

to my clients and coworkers. But I have to admit , there are moments when I feel guilty for taking 

up so much time on it. I mean, I know that there are more important things in life.   
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 Not really, I'm a super casual person, more of a “grab and go” type . I put one my leggings or 

yoga pants, and t-shirts, and I'm good to go ! Spending too much time on choosing outfits 

isn't my thing . I'd rather use that time to do some other things like, working out.  

- Is it easy for a business to be successful without affecting the environment? p3 p2  

Well, running a business while being eco-friendly can be really challenging . I think it's almost 

impossible to find a business which is thriving  and at the same time not causing any burden to the 

environment . However, many successful businesses nowadays are finding ways to 

reduce their environmental/ carbon footprint  by using sustainable strategies and 

making eco-friendly products . Actually, some customers are really supporting/rooting for

 the idea of buying eco-friendly products, and it can even become a selling point  for some 

businesses.  

 

- Do you think government should make it a rule for people to use public transportation? (p3 p2

) 

I root for/ vote for  promoting the use of public transportation. I believe it is essential for the greater 

good of the society . I can’t stress this enough the importance of using public transportation

. However, with that being said, I don't think the government should 

make it a rule. The moment when they force people to use public transportation, that could be seen as taking 

away their personal freedom and right. It should be up to people themselves to decide  

how they want to travel. This is basic human right.  
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②  

• (and) also, /(and) plus,/ and too/ on top of that,/ what’s more,/ besides (that),/ in addition (to that),/ 

additionally, +  

• Moreover, /furthermore,/ … , part3 

•  I mean, you know,  
 

- What do you think of running as a sport? p1 running  

For me, running is a very simple and accessible way to exercise . All you need is just a 

pair of running shoes , and you're good to go ! You can run in the park, or in a 

running track , or simply on the street. On top of that, it's really beneficial for your physical and mental 

well-being . You get to be outdoors, breathe in fresh air , get some sun and 

vitamin D , and at the same time, it can help you maintain weight , boost metabolism

. It's also excellent for improving your physical endurance . (Too bad/ It’s a shame that 

it’s not my thing. ) +  

③  especially…; My favourite singer/ band/ artist/ brand is… 

 

- Have you ever sent handmade gifts to others? (p1 gifts) 

 a knitted scarf  
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Oh, absolutely! I've sent handmade gifts several times. One of my favorites was a knitted scarf I made for my 

best friend Jessica. It was a labor of love , and she loved it. Seeing her cozy and happy wearing 

my scarf on a chilly day  truly makes me happy and satisfied.  

- Do you like eating fish? p1 fishing  

 I'm definitely a fish person/ fish lover . Don’t get me started on talking about it

. It will make my mouth water . Fish is really healthy lean meat  and at the same 

time, super tasty. It's a great source of protein . I especially love grilled salmon  

and Chinese fish soup . My mom makes the best fish soup with tofu. God, I’m drooling  just 

talking about it.  

 Call me a weirdo, but I'm not a big fan of fish not a fish person . I guess I just 

find the taste and smell of the fish quite off-putting/ unpleasant . It's just too fishy, you 

know, it stinks . But I know that for many people, they actually love that stinky and fishy smell. Instead, I’m 

very into steak  and lamb .  

3.  

① WH  

WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  

WH +WH P1
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- When was the last time you went running? (p1 running) 

 It was this morning actually. I went for a run with my parents. I usually run alone, but since they are visiting 

this week, we decided to run together. We left home around 7:00 a.m. And returned at around 8:30. After that, 

we treated ourselves to a big breakfast. It was a great way to kickstart the day. WH  

 Oh gosh I can't even remember. Like I said, I'm such a couch potato  and running has never been 

my thing . I can't recall any specific memories of running. But I do remember that I 

had one yoga session last week and I was very proud of myself!  

 

② . . 

 

- Have you ever sent handmade gifts to others? 

 a hand-painted mug  

Oh, yeh! I love painting, so I’ve hand-painted some coffee mugs for my closest friends. Each mug had a personal 

touch , and it felt great to give them something they could use on a daily basis. Those mugs were 

beautiful, unique AND super practical. I would imagine that they would think of me each time when using the 

mug. Haha!  

  a custom photo album: 

Definitely! I once designed a custom photo album for my sister's wedding. It took me hours and hours to collect 

all those beautiful memories and put all the photos together, but it was worth it . Seeing her tear up

 as she flipped through the pages  was priceless .  



 
 

11 
 

③  

 

a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you…when you were little? 

 

b.  

- Have you ever been to a place where there are lots of fish around you? (p1 fishing) 

 Yes, so, this summer, I visited a beautiful beach in the California, the US , and I went 

for snorkeling  there. While snorkeling, I was surrounded by a variety of colorful fish. It was a truly 

enchanting/ fascinating/ one-of-a-kind experience , being immersed in  the 

underwater world . I was totally mesmerized/amazed .  

 This summer I went to one of the biggest aquariums  in the world where there were a variety of fish 

swimming around . It was a fascinating experience to be surrounded by such a diverse range of 

underwater creatures . The vibrant colors and the diversity of different kinds of fish left/ made a 

deep impression on me .  

 Unfortunately  I haven’t been to a place like that so far . I wish I could one day go 

snorkeling or visit an aquarium to explore the underwater world, but I haven’t got the chance yet. Oh, one time

, I went to the local wet market  and saw a lot of fish there. If that counts , 

haha.  
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④   

     

• “for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “namely…” ; to 

name a few,”  
The report focuses on several key issues, namely, the budget, the workforce, and the timeline. 

The company offers a variety of services, to name a few, consulting, coaching, and training. 

• “an example would be…” , “an example in point would be…”, “to give you an example…”,  
“let’s say…”,  “say…”, 
 

- Are robots important? (p1 robots) 

Absolutely! Robots are 100% important. It's the now and the future . They're not just something 

you see in Sci-Fi movies anymore; they are everywhere and are being used in various industries

. They make our life easier and safer. They boost efficiency , increase productivity , 

enhance accuracy  and can help us tackle dangerous tasks . For example, in 

factories, they help make things fast and accurately. In hospitals, they assist doctors during surgeries. I can't 

imagine a world without robots  these days.  

- Can clothing tell and reveal a person's personality?  p3, p2  

In most cases, I would say so. People's way of dressing  can reflect their inner feelings and 

personality type . For example, someone who always prefers bright colors and bold 

designs  is more likely to be outgoing and adventurous . Where as a 

person who goes for classic and formal style and darker colors tends to be more reserved and introverted
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. But there are also other factors to take into consideration . For example, some people 

dress in certain ways due to the industry they’re in . Lawyers always wear suits. Teachers have 

to wear something elegant and more conservative . Sometimes it could be the industry. 

 

4.  

No  
“I wish I could…, but” 
 
- Have you ever sent handmade gifts to others? 

 No…I haven’t. I guess, I’m just afraid of the idea of making something myself. I’ve never taken on any DIY 

projects. I’m the clumsiest person you can find in this world . But uhmmm, I would like to 

unlock more potential , and one day try to craft something simple and easy, like a custom photo 

album, something like that. I hope some day I would be able to make some special gifts for my loved ones

.  

- Have you ever learned to play a musical instrument? (p1 ) 

 Unfortunately I haven't learned to play any musical instruments. My parents didn’t take to any music classes 

when I was a kid. And now, I’m too busy to pick up a musical hobby . But I have 

to say, I've always admired people who can play musical instruments, especially the violin, it's such a beautiful 

and expressive instrument. I wish I knew how to play the violin. Maybe I'll give it a shot  in the future 

when I have more time.  
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 Yeah I actually learned to play the piano when I was a kid. In my family, learning to play the piano was 

something everybody did as they grew up. My mom knows how to play the piano, and so do my grandparents 

and my uncle. I took lessons for a few years but I'm not a piano master by any means

. I don’t consider myself an expert. I mean, I can definitely play a few tunes , but 

that's all I've got nowadays . Haha!  

 

5. P3  

 

 

• P3

 

• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 

30-40s  
 

 VS  

 + 

• Many people would say that… and I totally agree/ I’m on the same page/I totally share that view/ 
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I’m all for it. 

• Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s 
not always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an 
empathetic tone) 

+ I believe… ; I think/reckon… ; I guess/suppose… ; the way I 

see it, … ; in my view, … ; I’m of the opinion that…; from my point of view, …; from my 

perspective, …; to my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj. ;  

Here’s my two cents…; In my humble opinion, …; Here’s an unpopular opinion…  

My advice for you…take it or leave it! 

• I know, I’m getting to the point , bare with me , 

haha, I’m just setting the stage/ providing some context/ providing some background/ paving my way

. 

- When do you think children start to have their own opinions? p3, p2  
Many people think that children start to form their own opinions much later, like when they are 6 or 7 years old, 
even 10 years old, but I don't see it that way. I feel that children start to form their own ideas when they're very 
young, as young as one year old. When they can start requesting things and making decisions, that's the 
moment when they have their own opinions. Those decisions don't have to be big ones, it could be as small as 
choosing to eat an apple rather than a pear, picking the red jacket rather than the blue one. I have a little 

nephew who is only 3 years old, and he's so smart. He’s definitely his own boss . It’s funny how 

sometimes I can’t even persuade a 3-year-old like him. He’s very opinionated  and stubborn

 already.  

- Is money the only measure of success in your country? p3, p2  
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Well, in my country, money is definitely one of the major measures of success, unfortunately. Many people are 

success-driven  and money-focused . And they only want to surround themselves 

with people  who have a lot of money or fame. But “only” is a very extreme word , I 

think. I would like to think  that there are still other things that people value in life. Other 

things like, personal happiness , health, a perfect balance between work and life

, having a happy family, being important and influential in your community . I would 

say that there are still some people like me who believe success is not solely about money, it's about leading a 

fulfilling life , and be happy with what you have and who you are

.  

 + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

 +  +  

 I know, some people may say/ think that… 

 - Should students learn to cook at school? p3, p2  

I think schools can offer cooking and baking courses as an option  for students, not 

necessarily a compulsory course , but an elective one . I see cooking as a very useful life skill

 that most students (and to be honest, most people) should master. It can help students develop a 

sense of independence  and learn to eat healthy and also on a budget . Many 
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parents are of the opinion that , for students, all they need to do and focus on is their academic 

performance . But I don’t see it that way . I see a school as a place that helps students 

prepare for the future. And the future includes being able to feed themselves and take care of themselves. So, I 

think it's a good idea for students to at least have the option  to learn to cook at school.  

- Are there any great online advertisements? p3, p2  
Absolutely there are many fantastic online ads that are creative and out of the box. Yes, we do see a lot of 

annoying pop-ups  and clickbait  ads and they kind of ruin the reputation of all online ads, but 

there are still gems  too. Like the one I just mentioned.  

  

(a)    (P1 ) 

(b)  

In the past, back in the (old) days, prior to this, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, 

I/we/people used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, … 

- Do you think the way people learn English Today is the same as in the past? p3, p2  
The way we learn a new language has changed dramatically compared to the past. Back in the old days, if you 
wanted to learn a new language, you had to find a teacher who was in the same location as you and who spoke 

the target language . You would go to physical classes in a school. Whereas nowadays, with the help 

of the internet, you can find teachers from all over the world. You can take one-on-one online classes or group 
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classes . You can also become a self-taught student  by accessing 

resources online or learn a new language through AI apps . The methods for learning a new 

language have become incredibly diverse today.  

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 

I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

In the near future, …; However, in the distant future,… 

- Would robots affect people's lives? p1 robots  

Definitely robots would totally affect people's lives. They are already doing it now actually ! 

Like I said, they’re being used in all kinds of industries. In education, AI-powered robots  can 

personalize learning experiences  for each and every student . In agriculture, 

robotic systems can help with planting and harvesting crops , increasing food production

. In our homes, we can cook with an AI-powered cook machine , we can vacuum and 

mop +  all the floors with a vacuum robot in no time. Robots are so deeply intertwined with our lives

 and have a substantial impact on how we live and interact with the world. I can’t wait to see 

what the future holds for us .  +  

④  
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I feel torn (tear v.). / I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now/ It’s a bit of a mixed bag… 

On one hand, …; on the other hand, … 

Yes and no. Yes, ….; and no, …. 

In some ways, …; but in other ways, …. 

- Does studying and learning make people tired today? p3, p2  

It's hard to say really . On one hand, I feel that studying and learning things today can actually be 

less tiring than before as we have much easier access to information these days . It 

is so much easier for us to tap into/access/get knowledge   through the internet. Whereas in the 

past, the ways to learn things were to go to a physical school or go to the library. But on the other hand, 

studying and learning nowadays can be pretty exhausting in this fast-paced world . With tight 

schedules  and the mindset of this never-ending grind , people constantly 

feel the pressure to keep learning things. People are afraid of taking a pause  and then being left 

behind . So, I think this mentality itself is mentally draining .  

 

 

- Do you believe movie reviews? (p3 p2 ) 

Yes and no. Yes, I do believe that movie reviews can provide me with some valuable insights and opinions to 
help me see things from different perspectives. Sometimes when I couldn't fully understand a movie, I'll search 
different movie reviews, trying to gain perspective and a better understanding of the movie. But I also 
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recognize that movie reviews are very subjective , very personal , and sometimes they are 

biased. They don't necessarily resonate with me/ speak to me  or align with my personal taste

. So, I always see movie reviews as just a reference . I still prefer to watch the movie 

myself and form my own judgment .  


