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1. BEXREFHIRR

Describe a piece of clothing that you enjoy wearing most.

You should say:

What it looks like

How often you wear it

When and where you got it

and explain why you enjoy wearing this piece of clothing so much.

I have a particular piece of clothing which I enjoy wearing as it is very special to me. It is a woollen sweater
which my grandmother knitted it for me, and so cannot be found in any old store. She knitted the sweater for
me when | was a very young child. It is red with fine stitching and there are some special patterns embroidered

on the sleeves.

When I was a child, the sweater was far too large for me, as my grandmother knew it would last a long time
and that I would grow into it. My parents used to laugh a lot at how silly I looked with this huge sweater on.
Everywhere I would walk, my sleeves would drag behind me because they were too long. I used to laugh as
well, so this sweater always fills me with joy whenever [ wear it. Nowadays, it fits me well and I wear it almost

every day in winter until it becomes too warm to do so.

I enjoy wearing this sweater so much because it is very warm and well made by my grandmother. It has
protected me from the cold for many winters, and I am sure it will continue to do so for many more to come.
Furthermore, whenever I wear the sweater, I think of my grandmother whom I love very much. I think clothing
is far more special when it has been given to you as a gift from a loved one, and even more special when they
have made that gift themselves. My one regret is that I have put on some weight recently and the sweater

doesn't fit me so well anymore.
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2: Buid Rk

Describe a game you enjoyed playing when you were younger.
You should say:

What it was

Where you played it

Who you played this game with

And explain why you enjoyed playing this game.

Well, a game I just loved to play in my childhood, just so happens to be basketball. I grew up playing
basketball at the school courts-when I was in junior high. I used to play every weekend with my best classmates
in our school’s sports stadium. Usually, we would form groups of around 12 people that wanted to play - so 5
or 6 people on each team. To make the games shorter, we liked to play “first to 20 points”. Basically, this
means that the first team to hit 20 points won the game. Then, we would just start again from zero, and keep

going like this until our time had run out. Copyright by Anxiaoya.

I love playing basketball because it’s just a great way to relax, and a good workout too! I feel accomplished
whenever I break through the opponent’s defense or make perfect shots. Basketball is very popular, so it helps
me to quickly fit into new environments. [ often got familiar with my schoolmates by playing basketball at a

new school.

I have been under pressure recently to graduate and further my education, and nowadays only have a little time

to play basketball. But I am still keen on it and will continue playing when possible.
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3: LARAKRERI Y

Describe a film you saw recently that you found disappointing.
You should say:

What kind of film it was

What it was about

Why you decided to watch this film

And explain why you found this film disappointing.

During my winter holiday, | watched the movie La La Land as my roommate Anna had recommended it to me.
According to her, it was such a moving story that she burst into tears several times while watching it. I googled
it and learned that the film had received a lot of Oscar nominations and won many awards. I quickly

downloaded it to watch, but it came as a disappointment to me. I can’t understand how Anna grew so fond of it.

La La Land is a romance movie which follows an ordinary waitress at a cafe who dreams of becoming an
actress. Later, she comes across the hero of the story, and the two have good on-screen chemistry between them.
However, as their relationship becomes complicated due to their personal ambitions, they ultimately go their

separate ways, sacrificing their love for their dreams.

I admit that it’s a touching love story, but in my opinion, it was more a musical than a movie. What disappoints
me most is that it was made with too much music and dancing. The filmmakers tried to replace dialogue with
dances and music in order to better express what the protagonists wanted to say. Unfortunately, this kind of art
is totally beyond my comprehension. Every time the music started playing, I quickly grew bored and annoyed.

La La Land might be a good movie for some, but not for me.
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4-1: FHKKEH

Describe an invention which is very useful in your daily life.
You should say:

What it is

What you use it for

Is it easy to use

And explain why it is very useful in your daily life.

I think air conditioning is one of the world’s greatest inventions. I live in the south of China, and it gets very
hot in the summertime! I keep the air conditioning running for more than two-thirds of the year, or else I would

easily become irritated and impatient.

The main function of the air conditioner is, of course, to cool down the room. No matter how sweltering it is
outside, as long as the air conditioner is turned on, the indoor temperature will remain at about 26 degrees,
which is the most suitable temperature for the human body. It is very easy to use an air conditioner. All I need

to do is to press its switch, and then the temperature in the room will drop quickly.

Many of the older generations think that it is unhealthy and uncomfortable to stay long in an air-conditioned
room. They probably prefer electric fans. However, many young people, myself among them, consider
air-conditioning as a vital item that we couldn’t live without. I can still remember that one night when the
power went out and I was awakened by the heat and could not fall asleep again. The only thing I could do was

to take a cold shower and stand out on the balcony for the breeze.

Nowadays, air-conditioning makes our working and living environment more comfortable. Food factories need
low temperature environments to ensure the freshness of food, and to avoid affecting its shelf life. In the office,
air-conditioning makes employees more efficient. Air-conditioning may seem mundane, but it is no doubt one

of the most useful inventions in our daily life.
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4-2: FHKKH

Describe an invention which is very useful in your daily life.
You should say:

What it is

What you use it for

Is it easy to use

And explain why it is very useful in your daily life.

Smart phones are the most useful invention in my daily life. The availability of smart phones has
fundamentally changed people’s lives. When I was a kid, cellphones were just a single-function communication
device with which people made phone calls to contact their relatives living far away. Today's cellphones,
however, are not only a tool for communication, but more importantly, they are our mobile assistants. With a

smartphone, we don’t even have to carry our wallets with us anymore.

Smartphones are very intuitive to use. Even older people have also gradually accepted the conveniences
brought by smartphones. My mother, for example, has learned not only how to watch videos and news

coverage on her phone, but also how to make payments via WeChat with my guidance.

Smart phones are pushing the world in a more advanced direction from all angles. If you ask me what the most
indispensable thing in my life is, I would unhesitatingly tell you it is my cellphone. In the old days, we had to
subscribe to newspapers if we wanted to read the news, turn on the TV to watch videos, and carry a camera
when we traveled. Now, the only thing we need to carry is a smart phone, because it offers all of the above in
one device. Smartphones have made communications throughout the world unprecedentedly efficient, which is

how they have changed it for the better.
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4-3: FHKKH

Describe an invention which is very useful in your daily life.
You should say:

What it is

What you use it for

Is it easy to use

And explain why it is very useful in your daily life.

In my view, the automobile is the greatest invention of modern history. Its emergence has changed people's

lives. Since I have had a car, I have been able to get to wherever I want to go in the shortest time possible.

ke My car helps me do a lot of things. If I want to take a long-distance trip on holiday, driving myself is the
best option. I can drive to public parks or resorts with my family and friends. Many beautiful scenic spots are
far away from the city, so they are hard to reach without a car. In addition, it can also help me transport goods.

If I need to move house or go shopping in the supermarket, a car will make it easy.

Driving a car is simple so long as one has attended the necessary lessons and has been awarded their license. A
significant proportion of young people put their first salary following their graduation towards the acquisition
of their dream car. It is no doubt also true that some wealthy middle-aged people, such as business owners or
executives, will decide to purchase a luxury car with their immense savings. This perfectly demonstrates the

popular appeal of cars across different ages groups.

Cars have made my life easier and improved my quality of life. The basic function of a car is to serve as my
means of transportation. Compared to public transportation, I save a lot of time by avoiding the hassle of
waiting for buses or trains. Having a private car also boosts my self-image, helping me to be more confident in

my daily life.
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5: ENRIRZIIRERIT

Describe a car journey you made that you remember well.
You should say:

When it was

Who was with you

How long the journey took

and explain why you remember this car journey so well.

On a recent week, I decided to drive to Mawei Island with my family on vacation. Every one of us has been
very enthusiastic about this trip because we haven't been able to travel for a long time due to the strict policy of
COVID-19.

Though I just got my driver license several months ago, I had a knack for driving. It took us almost four hours
to drive from Guangzhou to Mawei Island. When we looked up to the sky, we saw a rainbow, a masterpiece of
rain and the sun. We stopped and took pictures along the way because it was so different from the urban scene.
I think that's the fun of a car journey. We can arrange our own schedule and stop at any time to see the scenery

alongside.

In the late afternoon, we reached the top of a hill on the island and wanted to enjoy the sunset. The scene was
delightful and beautiful! The sky slowly changed from blue to red then purple. I could not stop taking lots of
pictures while watching the marvelous and fascinating sky. We only had one night on Mawei Island since my
parents couldn't take a long vacation, but it was an unforgettable memory for us even though it was so short.

We left the next afternoon.
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6: FHIFE)E

Describe a new shop that has opened in your city.

You should say:

Where it is

What it sells

Who goes shopping there

And explain how successful you think this new shop will be.

A few months ago, a new Hema supermarket opened near my home. The supermarket is located on the lower
floor of the bus terminal and near the subway station. I pass this supermarket every time I take the subway

home.

This fresh food supermarket is a real hit with the young crowd. It's got all the regular supermarket items, plus a
great selection of live seafood. And if you don't know how to cook, they'll even prepare it for you, so you can
have a delicious seafood feast in no time. Plus, Hema has got some amazing homemade cakes and desserts that

are really yummy and super affordable.

The grand opening of the Hema turned out to be quite an occasion for residents nearby. With much anticipation

and expectation, they packed the spot in high spirits the entire day.

I live by the river in a suburb. Beautiful as it is, the region had long been plagued by the lack of decent places
to shop and dine. A few snack bars and convenience stores were all that was available in my neighborhood.
Whenever I felt the urge or had the need to buy something, I had to make inconvenient journeys by subway to
shopping malls several miles away. It had also always been my mom’s wish that we had a supermarket close by.
Today, it is just a few minutes’ walk away, and I can have whatever food I fancy sent to my door from the
retailer by using one of the delivery apps if [ don’t feel like going outside. Needless to say, the supermarket has
been a real boon to residents in the surrounding area. I assume it has to be a very prosperous and successful

business.
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7: EIRIRZIK LT &G

Describe a happy experience you remember very well from your childhood.
You should say:

How old you were at that time

Who you were with

What happened at the time

And explain why you remember this happy experience.

When I was in primary school, I had a very close friend, Mike, who was my classmate and also my neighbor.
He was only a few months younger than me — we could have almost been twins. Different from me, Mike

was a very bold and interesting person. He always wanted to try new things.

During the Spring Festival, he bought a few boxes of cherry bombs, a kind of little firecracker, and invited me
to come try them out with him. If my memory serves me right, this happened was when I was 10 years old. As

soon as we dropped a cherry bomb on the ground, it burst and made a loud noise.

I grew up as a more conformist child. My parents didn’t let me play with things like cherry bombs. At first, I
was a little hesitant, but at Mike's urging, I decided to go with him to a less crowded park to play with the
cherry bombs. I was a bit of a wimp. After Mike demonstrated it a few times, | became good at detonating them.

We had a such great time there that whole park echoed with the sound of explosions.

This memory still leaves a deep impression on me, because Mike took me to experience an exciting if a little
dangerous activity. When I was little, we usually played games together, which helped me to become more

outgoing and less introverted. I think it's a good change.
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8: BIHZEXHIA

Describe someone you know who has recently moved into his/her own accommodation
You should say:

Who this person is

Why this person moved into this accommodation

What kind of accommodation this person moved to

And explain whether you think this move was a positive change for this person.

My grandparents have recently moved into a new house, which came as delightful news to me.

For years, the old couple has lived in a shabby apartment building with no elevators. I don’t know how old the
building is exactly, but they have been living there for as long as I can remember. Although they have
developed sentimental feelings for their old home over the years, climbing the stairs has become increasingly
difficult for them as they age. Sometimes they would stay in for days at a time to avoid going up and down, and

they would often have to stop for a rest after climbing every flight of stairs.

To improve their life, my father purchased a new apartment on our block last year. My grandparents moved
into it after six months of renovation and decoration. The apartment isn’t very large and has only two bedrooms,

but it should be enough for the old couple.

I’m sure this move is a great change for my grandparents. Their quality of life has improved dramatically. The
new building is equipped with elevators and decorated with beautiful gardens downstairs. Grandma no longer
needs to climb the stairs with difficulty when she goes out grocery shopping. Grandpa can exercise in the
gardens each morning. More importantly, as it’s quite close to our house, my parents and I can visit them

frequently. Obviously, Grandpa was happier after the move.
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9: ZIRPUBEHIFFE

Describe a book you have read more than once.

You should say:

Why you read this book

What this book was about

Whether you learnt anything from it

And explain why you have read this book more than once.

I am a big fan of reading and love all kinds of novels. Every time I read a fascinating novel, it feels like I'm
following the protagonist on an adventure. Recently, I bought a set of the Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
which was introduced to me by my friends. In fact, I have already read it more than once! The book contains
many separate and exciting stories. These stories are full of intrigue and suspense which is why I found the

book to be so hard to put down.

The Sherlock Holmes novels are actually a large collection of stories written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
Holmes and Watson are famous detectives who protect England from evil. Most importantly, they protect
people from the criminal mastermind, Professor Moriarty. This book not only improves my critical thinking

skills, but also imparts lots of medical and scientific knowledges.

I've read Sherlock Holmes more than once, and although I already know who the killer is, the battle of wits
between Sherlock and Moriarty is very exciting because they're both geniuses. Every time I read, I find new

clues that I hadn't noticed before, which is very interesting to me.

I have bought many different detective novels since I was young, but the best of them all is the Sherlock
Holmes series. This is because the criminal is never the person who you think it is going to be. Therefore, the

conclusion is always a surprise.
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Describe a time when you had to give a talk to lots of people.
You should say:

Who you gave this talk to

What the talk was about

Why you gave this talk

And explain how you felt about giving the talk to lots of people.

As a student, | have to give an oral presentation almost every semester, which is a big part of my grade. My
most recent presentation was for my International Economics class.

For my final assignment, and I had to find a business case that I was interested in, gather data, and make a slide
show. Then, I had to present the case in class and explain why it was so successful.

So, there I was, standing in front of my classmates and teacher, talking for almost ten minutes straight. I chose
to talk about KFC's "Crazy Thursday" promotion, which my classmates found really interesting. They laughed
at all my jokes, and it was clear they enjoyed my speech.

This speech was a very good opportunity to present myself, and I felt very proud seeing so many people
applauding me. But, in fact, [ put in a lot of effort behind the scenes. From finding cases to collecting data, I
worked very hard on each step. In my spare time, I would even practice in front of the mirror in my dorm room.
This experience gave me a lot of confidence, and I can't wait to do even better in my next presentation.
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Describe a traditional celebration you enjoy in your country.
You should say:

What it is

Who you celebrate with

What you do in this celebration

And explain why you enjoy this traditional celebration.

Every year on the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month, Chinese people celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival, a
holiday that holds a special place in their hearts. On this day, the moon is especially round and bright. Most
Chinese people believe that a full moon brings good luck, so they celebrate by eating mooncakes and gathering

with family.

My mom believes that the whole family should get together for the Mid-Autumn Festival every year, so |
always spend it with my family. She usually cooks up a feast for us, but if she's too busy with work, we'll go
out for a luxurious seafood dinner, which is a special treat for the holiday. After dinner, we'll watch TV and

indulge in some tasty mooncakes, which is a tradition of the Mid-Autumn Festival.

My mom looks after me really well, so I don't usually have to do much. But if she's cooking, I'll lend a hand
with chopping veggies or washing up. I absolutely love the Mid-Autumn Festival because of the delicious
mooncakes, especially the snow skin ones. They're only available during this time of year and they're so unique
- the skin is made of glutinous rice and the filling can be anything from red bean to vanilla or durian. It's like

eating ice cream, so yummy! Plus, it's an extra day off from school, which is always a bonus.
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Describe a sport that you enjoy watching.

You should say:

What it is

Who you usually watch this sport with

Where and when you first watched this sport
And explain why you enjoy watching this sport.

I enjoy watching figure skating as it’s a very elegant sport. Unlike many traditional sports, it is not purely about
speed but focuses on the competitor’s poise, balance, coordination and grace. The competition is mainly based
on whether athletes’ movements are smooth and elegant. I often like to watch figure skating myself since I live

by myself most of the time.

It was in the winter several years ago that I watched the figure skating competition for the first time. An
international figure skating competition was being broadcast on TV and I was immediately captivated by the
elegant movements of athletes as well as the music on the stage. The athletes were spinning and jumping on the
ice like graceful dancers. From that moment on, I have always watched programs related to figure skating

whenever they’re on TV.

All in all, I enjoy watching figure skating competitions as it is a sport of artistic merit. Athletes combine music
and their movements perfectly and bring visual and auditory enjoyment to the audience. At the same time,
figure skating is full of intense competition. Athletes strive for perfection in competition, always give their best,

with techniques and elegant movements that are a sight to behold. No matter on TV or in person, I enjoy every

figure skating competition and always look forward to the next one.
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Describe your idea of a perfect house.

You should say:

Where it would be

What it would be like

How special it would be

And explain why it would be perfect for you.

My ideal house would be a large cottage in the countryside. I would like it to be surrounded by nature whilst
also being conveniently close to public transportation, preferably within an hour of downtown. I would like to
live with my whole family. They are very important to me, so I would need sufficient space for them in my
ideal home. I would like the cottage to be very large with space for all the things which are important to me,
such as clothes and toys. I would like an exquisite garden where I can plant flowers. Besides, I would want

French windows in my balcony in order to make my house brighter and have a better countryside view.

Copyright by Anxiaoya. The reason why I want to live in countryside is that I currently live in a very large
urban city. I live a very busy and hectic life surrounded by grey concrete and imposing buildings. There is no
space in the city, all the buildings are small and living spaces are tight. The fast pace of life makes me feel
depressed and suffocated, so this house would be the perfect refuge away from all the negatives of the big city.

This house would be able to offer me a peace and calm which I lack so dearly in the city.
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Describe your idea of a perfect house.

You should say:

Where it would be

What it would be like

How special it would be

And explain why it would be perfect for you.

I have always envisaged my dream home as a log cabin in the countryside. This dream began after I visited an
idyllic location, Hemu, where I was deeply impressed by the tranquil and comfortable environment, as well as

the delicate and secluded cabins. It is my aspiration to live in a house like that after my retirement.

My dream cabin doesn't have to be a mansion, just a place large enough for me and my husband to live in. The
building should be constructed of wood and the interior decoration should be natural and understated. The
house should be filled with all kinds of furniture and necessities, as well as air conditioning and heating, so that
we can live comfortably throughout the seasons. My husband has a green thumb and adores growing flowers;

therefore, an elaborate garden is a must. Meanwhile, our Samoyed can have his own den in the garden.

Living here, I want to cast open the door every morning to have the hallways bathed in sun and to hear the
music of birds. In my spare time, I shall organize parties with my friends in the yard and enjoy delicious

outdoor barbecues.

This envisaged house is perfect for me! Far removed from the hustle and bustle of the city, I can thoroughly
enjoy life and embrace nature. I don't have to worry about the pressures of work anymore. Of course, I also

want my home to have convenient transportation, so that I can often go downtown for shopping sprees!
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Describe an occasion when you got some incorrect information

You should say:

When it was

Where you got the information

How you found out that the information was not correct

And explain what happened when you found out that the information was not correct.

Last summer, my family planned on a trip to the beach for a vacation. The scenery by the seaside is always
brilliant on bright and sunny days. We could also try all sorts of water activities. A cloudy or rainy day,

however, would ruin it all. The weather, therefore, became a critically important consideration for us.

In order to get the most accurate information, I browsed through different weather websites and selected a
range of dates that were forecast to be fine days on every website. Then, I booked our hotel rooms with

confidence.

However, when I checked the weather report again just before the journey, I found that the previous forecast
was wrong. According to the latest updates, it would be raining in the following week, including heavy rainfalls

on one of our vacation days. Though annoyed about the forecasters’ mistake, I could do nothing about it.

I called the hotel and asked if we could change the date of the reservation, but their reply was an unequivocal
‘no’. If we didn’t check in as we had booked, all the money we paid for the hotel rooms would go down the
drain. In the end, we went on a disappointing trip due to the incorrect weather forecast. As it kept raining all
day, the views at the seaside weren’t so attractive, and we couldn’t go to the beach or enjoy any water sports.
When the storm came, we had to stay in the hotel rooms and watch TV the whole day. It was an unpleasant

journey, to say the least.
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Describe an exciting adventure you would like to go on.
You should say:

Who you would go with

Where you would go

What you would do on the adventure

And explain why you would like to go on this adventure.

I often see bungee jumping on TV and reality shows. There is no doubt that it is kind of dangerous, but a super
cool extreme sport. The celebrities bungee jumping on such shows often struggle to overcome their fears, and
tell the audience how great it feels to exceed their expectations of themselves. I would like to go to Macau

tower and to try bungee jumping in the future.

I want to go on this adventure with my closest friends since it is the kind of sports appealing to young people.
We can take part in this adventure together and encourage each other. If I choose to go with my parents, they

may stop me from doing it because they will probably consider bungee jumping too dangerous.

Although I often ride the roller coasters in amusement parks, my whole body is safely fixed in the seat no
matter how it rolls during the ride. However, when bungee jumping only my feet are bound, which I have never

tried before, and I think it would be dangerous.

I think there is little preparation required for this activity. All I need is to invite my close friends to come with
me and cheer me up. I really want to try this sport because it's really cool. Bungee jumping has always been on
my list of things I have to do before 25 years old. It's a great experience to be able to see the whole city from

above and then jump down. And in the process, I will overcome my fears and become stronger and braver.
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Describe a job you think would be interesting to do.

You should say:

What it is

What skills are necessary to do the job

When you first knew this job

And explain why you think this job would be interesting to do.

If possible, I would like to be a civil servant in the future. My parents have always wanted me to find a stable

job, so they of course support my choice.

My father is a civil servant and works for our local government. He knows the many advantages of being a
civil servant and, as a child, he regularly used to explain the benefits of this profession. But actually, I didn’t
understand his words since [ was too young, however, as | grew older, I realized that he had been right. To be a

civil servant is really a good job.

It is not easy for me to become a civil servant. First, I need to pass a unified annual recruitment examination.
The acceptance rates of popular jobs are very low, meaning that hundreds, if not thousands of people compete
for one position. Good writing skills for official documents is an essential skill for every civil servant and

having high emotional intelligence is also a fundamental quality that every civil servant should possess.

This job has many advantages. Apparently, its workload is relatively simple, and the job has stable working
hours. Because of this, I won't have to suffer from too much work pressure, and working overtime will be rare
Besides, the greatest advantage of working as civil servants is stability. COVID-19 has put many small
businesses out of business, and the threat of job losses is ever-present. If I can become a civil servant, however,
I won't have to worry about unemployment, no matter what happens because being fired from a government

job is highly unusual.
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Describe someone who lives in your area who often help other people.
You should say:

Who this person is

How this person helps others

How important the help is

And explain why you think this person often help other people.

So, there's this old lady in my neighborhood, Mrs. Wang. She's in her 50s, but she looks like she's got more
energy than I do. Whenever she's got some free time, she volunteers at the community center, and everybody

around here loves her.

My house is in a really old part of town, and the traffic is just awful. Last year, the community organized a
group of volunteers to help out with traffic flow, and Mrs. Wang was one of them. Every weekend, she'd be out
there at the intersection, making sure people followed the rules. If someone broke any of the traffic rules, Mrs.

Wang would step in to stop them. And you know what? The traffic around here has been way better lately.

I think what she's doing is super important for the whole community. The roads around here are narrow, and
there are lots of electric bikes that speed on the sidewalks. If nobody keeps an eye on them, there could be

some serious accidents. Plus, it makes commuting much harder for those who live here.

I once chatted with Mrs. Wang, and she told me she's a retiree with lots of free time on her hands. She likes to
help people and make the community better. And by volunteering, she’s made lots of new friends who share her
interests. She's really happy about that.
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Describe an expensive gift you would like to give to someone.

You should say:

What gift you would like to buy

Who you would like to give it to

How long it would take to save the money

And explain why you would like to give this expensive gift to this person.

My mom loves all kinds of gold jewelry. I saw a nice bracelet in Chow Tai Fook’s “Heritage” Collection, the
name of which in Chinese means to pass on and inherit. If I have enough money someday, I really hope to buy

one for my mom. She will be very surprised to receive such a gift.

The fact of the matter is that this bracelet is quite expensive. The price is determined according to its weight of
gold, ranging from 10,000 yuan to tens of thousands of yuan. While I am still a student with no income, I
reckon it would take me at least half a year to save enough money after my graduation. Besides, a student fresh

out of school seldom gets a high salary, so saving money is not easy for me.

I love my mom very much. She is my elder as well as my best friend. Since I was a child, my mom has bought
me a lot of gifts. At the same time, she is frugal and seldom buys herself valuable jewelry or bags. As I grew up,
I bought her flowers or a cake every year for her birthday. Still, I always felt these gifts were underwhelming. 1
want to give my mom the best things in the world. For me, there is nothing more meaningful than saving

money to buy an expensive gift for someone you care about.
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Describe a time when you had to make an important decision.
You should say:

What decision you had to make

How you made the decision

Why this decision was important

And explain whether you think it was a right decision.

Actually, several years ago I made an important decision, which was to choose my dream major. It was a vital

decision because it almost completely determines my future career.

Three years ago, during the summer vacation, I completed the college entrance examination and achieved a
high score. When I was deciding on my major and college, my parents wished for me to choose finance as my

major. Because the finance sector is reported by society to be one of the highest paying industries at present.

Originally, I agreed with my parents, because finance is a very well-paid industry. However, on the final night
of submitting the application, I laid in bed unable to fall asleep because I doubted whether I had any interest in
finance. Ever since my childhood, I have always disliked financial theory and mathematics. In contrast to this, I
love studying chemistry and have a knack for it. Therefore, I told my parents that I wanted to select chemistry
as my major instead of finance. As I expected, a serious argument ensued with my parents. They didn't support

my choice, but I still stuck to it.

When we're faced with important decisions, it's crucial to listen to our family’s opinion, but it's even more
crucial to listen to our own heart. I am happy to choose my favorite subject chemistry as my major, as due to
this I will have a joyous four years in college. Only by discovering what you are interested in, can you have a

steady stream of motivation. I'm proud to have made such an excellent decision. Copyright by Anxiaoya.
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Describe a water sport you would like to try in the future.
You should say:

What it is

Where you would try it

Is it easy or difficult to do

And explain why you would like to try this water sport.

A water sport that I am desperate to try in the future is riding a banana boat. A few months ago, my cousin
came to visit me and she introduced me to a water sport activity which she had tried at the week before. She
told me that a banana boat is a long inflatable boat which looks like a banana and can seat several people at the
same time. This boat is attached to a speed boat which will drive very fast. Everyone then holds on tight as the
banana boat flies through the water. The speedboat may suddenly make a sharp turn while driving, and

passengers must try their best to maintain balance otherwise they might fall into the sea.

It sounded very thrilling and exciting and I decided that I would like to try it in the future. My cousin suggested
that in the next vacation I come with her to the water sports activity centre and try it there. The reason why it
might be difficult is that I am the kind of person with poor balance. My cousin told me that loads of people
flew off of the boat and fell into the water.

I'm really into extreme and adventurous sports, but [ don't know how to surf or sail, which require some skills.
That's why riding a banana boat is perfect for me, since it doesn't require any advanced techniques, but it's still
super thrilling and fun. And in the hot summer, there's nothing better than going on a banana boat ride on the

water!
o
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Describe a time when you went to a place where there were a lot of people.
You should say:

Who you went to this place with

What was happening in this place

Why there were so many people there

And explain how you felt about being in a place with so many people.

During the recent International Workers’ Day holiday, my friend Anna and I went on a trip to Changsha. It was

a happy yet grueling experience because there were too many tourists in the city.

This long-awaited trip didn’t play out as I had expected from the very beginning. We were shocked as soon as
we reached the city, as we had never seen a railway station so crowded before. Forcing our way to the subway

station alone took us all of half an hour.

However, this was just the beginning. In the following days, we spent most of our time standing in queues.
When we visited Mountain Yuelu, we waited for three full hours before we could finally take the cable car. The
next day, we planned to dine at a popular restaurant, but once we arrived, we were shocked to find out that over

400 reservations had been made before us.

This was the first holiday since the end of the pandemic, so for most Chinese citizens, it was their first
opportunity for traveling after three years’ lockdown. As a result, all tourist sites around the nation were fully
booked. And since Changsha is one of the most popular tourist destinations in China, it’s no surprise that the

city would be full of tourists.

Traveling with friends is undoubtedly a happy experience, but it can easily be interrupted when the destination
is too crowded with tourists. Long hours of queuing left us little time for sightseeing, and even finding
somewhere for dinner became an extremely difficult task. In fact, I even failed to take a few perfect selfies, as

there were always too many people around me!
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Describe a time when you spent some time with a child.

You should say:

Who the child was

Why you spent time with this child

When it was

And explain how you felt about spending time with this child.

This topic reminds me of my little nephew who is only 4 years old and is still in kindergarten. Although he is

young, he is very clever and always has interesting ideas. I really like to chat with him.

I still remember the day I was asked to look after him because both my uncle and aunt needed to work overtime.
At the moment I stepped into the house, he imitated a dinosaur and tried to scare me. Of course, I was not

scared, but laughed a lot. I spent the whole afternoon playing with toys and games with him.

When I borrowed his watch to see what time it was, I found that the time of his watch was wrong. I told him I
was going to correct the time but was stopped by him. He said every time he went to kindergarten, he put the
clock forward by half an hour, so that he could pretend that he would leave the kindergarten half an hour earlier.
He explained that this would make him feel less sad. I immediately burst into laughter because it was the

funniest joke that I heard recently.

I don't know how he gets so many interesting ideas. His innocence and childlike humor always make me laugh,
and these unique ideas make him more special. He is the most interesting child that I have ever seen and I wish

he could retain that creativity when he grows up
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Describe an interesting neighbor.

You should say:

What do he/she do

How you met this neighbor

How often you see this neighbor

And explain why you think this neighbor is interesting.

Anna is my fellow college student and my best friend on campus. She lives just next door to my room in the

girls’ dormitory. We have lots of common interests, so there’s no stopping once the conversation starts.

We became friends not long after the new semester started. She was so enthusiastic and brought her
hometown’s culinary specialty to our dormitory to share with us and the others. Because we live close to each
other, we often go to classes and have meals together. It’s almost a guarantee that we’ll see each other around

before the day ends.

Anna is an outgoing and social girl who is always well informed about the latest breaking news and trends.
Take, for example, the latest memes and newly opened restaurants; I bet you she’ll be the first to know nine
times out of ten. It’s always interesting listening to whatever she has to say, and I would accredit that to her
expertise in delicacies. I'm something a foodie myself, but I’'m never so well-informed as she is when it comes
to knowing how to locate the best restaurants in town. Anna trumps me by a mile in this respect, and never fails
to surprise me with a newfound diner in some nook of the city. What’s even more amazing is her knack for
sniffing out discount coupons better than the finest police detection dogs, marvelously allowing us to buy two
gourmet dishes for the price of one. Weekend food exploration at the newly opened online eatery is always on
our menu when we’re free. Whenever we have free time on the weekends, top of our list is exploring the
various dishes of a newly launched online eatery. As a lover of food, it is all I ever wanted to make a friend
with whom I can talk heart to heart. Anna is a blessing to my life and it is such an honor to have such a fun and

kindhearted neighbor. Anna, you have no idea how much joy you’ve given me.
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Describe a time when you lost your way.

You should say:

When it was

Where you went

How you got lost

And explain what happened after you lost your way.

To be honest, I have a terrible sense of direction. I get lost all the time, especially when I go to a place that |

have never been to.

Last vacation, I traveled to Xiamen with my roommate Lucy hoping to eat some local snacks there. We found a
famous satay noodles restaurant called Wutang and we were ready to go and have a try. It was located in a
small alleyway, which was difficult to find. At first, we headed out using the navigator on our cellphone, but we

lost our direction.

You know, the alleyway in Xiamen was full of twists and turns. I followed the navigator’s order to go straight
in the Minzu Road and turn left at a corner. However, we still couldn't find it after nearly half an hour of
walking. It was sad that we lost our way. It was a hot day and we were tired to the bone and hungry. At this
time, Lucy decided to reconfirm the route. She turned on the navigation to make sure where we were. Soon,
she found out the problem and got us back to the right way! My friend looked a little bit angry that I had let her

walk so far because of my negligence. She told me I must have gone along a totally backward way!

To apologize, I bought her favorite milk tea and took a break in a shop. Then we moved on again. After about

half an hour, we finally found the Wutang satay noodles!
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Describe a time when you lost your way.

You should say:

When it was

Where you went

How you got lost

And explain what happened after you lost your way.

Last summer vacation, I took a trip to Bangkok with my good friend Anna. It was my first time going abroad.

Anna and I bought tickets and hotels online, and we set out. As soon as we got to Bangkok, we got lost.
Because it was night at the time, the streets were very dark. After we got out of the subway station, we couldn't
distinguish the direction. After walking for ten minutes, we felt that we had gone the wrong direction. As you

know, Baidu Maps is not so helpful in foreign countries since it often locates us in a wrong position.

So, I went to a Thai local who sold pancakes on the roadside and asked for help. I took out a picture of my
hotel and asked him "do you know where this hotel is?" in poor English. At that time, I was worried that he
didn't know English, but to my surprise, his English was very good! He was very kind and showed me the way
to the hotel. It turns out that the hotel was not far from us, but the front of the hotel was very small, which was

not easy to find.

Getting lost in a foreign country is very disturbing. Fortunately, I can speak a little English. Otherwise it could

have taken much longer to find the hotel.
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Describe a time when you lost your way.

You should say:

When it was

Where you went

How you got lost

And explain what happened after you lost your way.

I have always been told I suffer from a poor sense of direction( /7 [A]/#{RE 7 ) and due to this it is often difficult
for me to find a specific place. Just this previous weekend, my good friend Lucy asked me out to dinner at New
Joy City. New Joy City is a recently opened shopping mall and what makes it even more exciting is that it is

the largest shopping mall in the city.

As I had never previously ventured to this mall, I arrived to it 15 minutes ahead of schedule CELTHERIFER) to
avoid being late. However, to my shock and dismay (i£5%) , the shopping mall was so vast that, though I
traversed (%) the area several times on the fourth floor, I found it impossible to find the western restaurant
which had been mentioned by Lucy. I'm accustomed to using Baidu Maps when I get lost, unfortunately it only
worked in the foyer area (IE[74L)  but didn’t work further inside the building. Thus, I had to ask others for
assistance. Unfortunately, as the mall had just opened, everyone I asked informed me that they knew nothing
about the restaurant. Eventually, I had to visit the customer service center and ask an employee there for the
location of the western restaurant. I was informed that I was currently on the fourth floor of Section B, but the
restaurant that I was searching for was in Section A. It suddenly dawned (1A 12 %) on me the reason why I had

got lost, and what made it even more awful was that I was already half an hour late for the date.

The whole experience was a total waste of time and I was tardy (IR#]) for my appointment. Overall, I felt
utterly depressed and chagrined ({#1ii) at my stupidity. This terrible day shall be a lesson to me that in the

future I should meet my friend outside the mall instead of inside of it.
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Describe a popular person you know.

You should say:

How you knew this person

Where and when you usually see this person

What type of person he/she is

and explain why you think this person is very popular.

Li Jiaqi has a lot of fans and is currently the most popular anchorman in China. I believe every young girl in

China knows about him.

I do know he broadcasts on Taobao.com almost every night, but I don't know the specific time he broadcasts.
He used to be an ordinary cosmetics salesman before he became an influencer. Li Jiaqi usually recommends a
variety of good products in his live broadcast. When he finishes the introduction of the products, he will
provide the purchasing links. Most importantly, the price he offers is very favorable, and he usually provides

some additional gifts. Copyright by Anxiaoya.

The reason why he is so popular is that people can buy the products they need at a lower price through his live
broadcast while makeup in the mall is too expensive for most citizens. Also, Li Jiaqi often recommends

products that are fair-price and of good quality, which are very suitable for common people.

He will analyze the ingredients of popular skincare products on social media and explain to fans which people
are suitable to use this product. What’s more, he also recommends lipsticks. Every lipstick he recommends is a
super gorgeous color. I believe Li Jiaqi is a very real and hardworking man. It is exciting to witness his

growing popularity.
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Describe a place which is far away that you would like to visit in the future.
You should say:

Where it is

How you would travel there

What you would do there

And explain why you would really like to visit this place.

A place I plan travel that is far away from home is Scotland. It is located in the north of United Kingdom, I
would have to take an airplane to get there. And I know that it would be a very, very long flight from China to
Scotland.

Scotland is a big island. I'd like to start right at the top of the island, close to Loch Ness. Maybe I could get a
chance to see Nessie, the Loch Ness monster! I don't know if she really exists, but there's so much lore about
her, I would just like to learn more. I'd also like to see some traditional Highland Games; I'd like to see some of
their traditional sports. When I go to Ireland, I'd love to go see the cliffs overlooking the ocean. What I want is

just want to be there on my own to see and hear the ocean crashing.

The reason why I'd like to go to Scotland is because there's so much history and the countryside is beautiful. I'd

like to go in September because I don’t think it would be as crowded with tourists.

Another reason | want to go there is because I enjoy driving along the coastline of an island. Scotland is a big

island country with very long coastline. I would enjoy exploring this part of the world alone.

Finally, I think the highlight of the trip would be to meet new people and getting to practice my English skills
in conversation. I think it would be a great opportunity to enjoy seeing a beautiful country and challenging my

ability of travelling alone in a strange country, at the same time.
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Describe a time when you enjoyed visiting a park or a garden.
You should say:

where it was

when you went there

why you visited there

what it looked like

A park that I enjoy visiting is the Donghu Park which is not too far from where I live. This is an advantage as I

do not have to travel far to see the lovely park.

Donghu Park was built many years ago, and it has always been one of the parks that locals often go to. The
park is large, with pavilions, promenades, meadows and several lakes. On weekends, the park is very crowded.
Many families have picnics on its grass. There are also many tourists boating on the lake. The park also has a

long jogging path, and many nearby residents often jog in the park in the early morning and late afternoon.

I like visiting the park because it is a place where I can get away from the crowds and hectic lifestyle of
Guangzhou. Donghu Park can be very busy, as it is a popular tourist attraction, but I know where there are
quiet and serene areas. Every weekend night, I love to go there for a jog to relieve myself of all my stresses.
Last weekend, I asked my friends to go jogging there. Compare to going to the gym, I find it is very enjoyable

to be surrounded by beautiful nature. I can often hear the birds singing and the wind rushing through the trees.

Donghu Park is filled with my good memories, so I enjoy spending my leisure time there.
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Describe a person who enjoys cooking for others.

You should say:

who he/she is

how you knew this person

who he/she usually cooks for

and explain why you think he/she enjoys cooking for other people.

When it comes to people who love cooking, my mom is the first person that springs to mind. She's someone

who truly delights in cooking for others, and, in my opinion, one of the most enthusiastic chefs I know.

I've known my mom ever since I came into this world, and she's always been a cornerstone in my life. I mean,
from the time I was just a little kid, I was totally mesmerized by her cooking prowess. She had this magical

ability to take basic ingredients and whip up the most mouthwatering dishes.

Typically, it's my mom who takes charge of cooking for our family. Whenever I visit home during holidays, she
ensures that my dad and I get three hearty meals a day. She goes all out to make sure they're not just good but
absolutely delicious. And on top of all that, when it's a special occasion or when our family gathers, she goes
the extra mile. She meticulously plans an array of dishes so that everyone gets to indulge in her special

creations.

You know, the reason my mom is so passionate about cooking is because she views these everyday meals as a
way to show her love and care. To her, food is way more than just fuel for our bodies; it's a symbol of warmth
and affection. Whenever she's in the kitchen, preparing those meals for us, you can see the pure joy and
contentment on her face. My mom genuinely relishes those moments when our family gathers around the table
to share a meal because that's when we also share stories from our lives. It's these times that really fill her with
a deep sense of satisfaction and happiness. Cooking, to her, isn't just a skill; it's a means of conveying her

emotions and sentiments.
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Describe the part of your country that you find most interesting.
You should say:

where it is

how you know about it

what people can see and do there

and explain why you find it most interesting.

Chengdu is my favorite city in our country. It is located in the southwest of China. In recent years, Chengdu

has developed fast and become an internet-famous city in China.

I saw Chengdu on TV when I was very young, and it wasn't until my parents took me on a trip to Chengdu after
I graduated from high school that I first went there. Chengdu is famous for pandas and hotpot. Hotpot, in
particular, has become the symbol of Chengdu. Copyright by Anxiaoya. There may be more than one thousand

hotpot restaurants in the city, which is a good indication of people's love for hotpot.

I believe Chengdu is the most interesting city in China, where ancient and modern wonderfully blend together.
Chengdu has a well-developed and prosperous city, full of opportunities. But the people of Chengdu seem to
live a much slower pace of life. People of Chengdu love many kinds of leisure activities, such as playing
mahjong, raising pets, and dancing. It's rare to see a Chengdu native walking quickly down the streets;
slowness is the city's main theme. So, there is not as much pressure to overwork there. Additionally, Chengdu
boasts the largest population of giant pandas in all of China. I often see adorable videos of pandas like Hua Hua

online. Its clumsy antics are incredibly amusing. Such cute pandas give Chengdu its unique charm.

So, I think Chengdu is an interesting city, full of opportunities and delicious food and it is a very suitable place

for young people to live in.
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Describe a rule at work or school that you think is important.
You should say:

what it is

how you knew this rule

what happens if people break it

and explain why you think this rule at work/school is important.

In high school, there was an important rule which is that we were required to wear uniforms. The purpose of
this rule may be to avoid issues arising from difference in dress among students and to foster a sense of

community.

School uniforms are the norm in our country. They are a requirement in almost all primary and middle schools.
At the start of the school year, the teachers briefed us on the school uniform regulations and took measurements
of all the students to place orders for the uniforms. Approximately two days later, I received my own school
uniform. Each school has its own unique uniform style, so through the uniform, I can easily identify which

school a student attends.

If a student violates this rule, they will not be allowed to enter the school. Only when they puts on their
uniform can they go to school normally. I don’t like to wear school uniform. Generally speaking, the style of
school uniform is very outdated. For example, my high school uniform jacket is a rudimentary white and green
style, which is very unfashionable. Of course, from the perspective of the administrators, having students wear

uniforms makes it easier for them to manage the students, which is very important for the school.
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Describe an area of science that you are interested in

You should say:

what it is

when and where you first heard about it

how you get more information about it now

and explain why you are interested in this area of science.

An area of science I have an astute interest in is marine biology. Marine biology is the study of underwater
ecosystems. Marine biology covers a large area of knowledge regarding the ocean. Marine biologists study
underwater biodiversity, interactions between species in the ecosystem, and even the impact of human

behaviour on the oceans. It is a very exciting subject with a wealth of topics.

I first discovered marine biology during a high school science lesson. However, marine biology is far too
specialist of a subject to be taught in a school science class. Therefore, I decided to self-educate. I bought many
books on marine biology and watched online classes and documentaries. It was the first time I had taken such
an avid interest in learning outside of my school studies. Ever since then, I have maintained an interest in
marine biology and try to stay up to date with any scientific developments. I have such a great interest in this
area of science because I think the world’s oceans are incredible places. There is a considerable amount we do
not know about the ocean, and the mystery of the matter excites me. I also love marine animals, such as

dolphins, octopus, and sharks.

I hope that perhaps at some point in my life, I will work in marine biology and ocean conservation. The ocean

is a very important and vulnerable ecosystem, one that we must protect.
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Describe a time when you received bad service.

You should say:

where and when you received bad service

who gave you this bad service

what happened

and explain how you felt when you received this bad service.

A few weeks ago, [ bought a dress online. Then, I ran into some problems. This made the shopping experience

unpleasant for me.

I had seen a similar style of dress at the mall before, only the brand at the mall was expensive. I even asked the
salesperson if there were some discounts. The answer was no. The next day, I was surprised to find the same
style online, but it was only a third of the price of the mall. I immediately placed an order for the dress on

Taobao.

After I received it, I carefully looked at the dress and it was more or less the same as the one in the mall.
However, | found some problems shortly afterwards. After I washed it, the dress started to shrink and it became
smaller than before. And it no longer fits. After a while, the fabric of the dress also started to become wrinkled.

All this made me very unhappy.

I contacted the seller online and unfortunately, the seller did not admit his fault. The owner told me that the
problem was caused by my improper maintenance. He said it was not a quality problem. The clothes that have
been worn cannot be returned or exchanged. This made me very mad. From this, I understand the truth that you
get what you pay for. Although the price of things online is good, the after-sales service is far worse than at the

mall.
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Describe a problem you had when using a computer.
You should say:

what it was

when and where you had this problem

how the problem was solved

and explain how you felt when you had this problem.

At the end of last semester, when I was preparing materials for my paper, my laptop suddenly broke down. No
matter how I clicked the mouse, the screen didn't respond. In a hurry I had to reboot the system but it didn’t
work. Microsoft Word had crashed, and I couldn’t open any documents. I felt a little anxious and worried that I

would lose the paper I had written half of.

Although I am not majoring in computer science, | have learnt how to use computers and have often played
computer games since childhood. The computer that I am using now is built by me, and I installed all of the
software by myself too. So, reinstalling the system and solving the computer lag is a piece of cake to me. Then,

I reinstalled my computer and recovered back the documents quickly and perfectly.

Although computer failure is not a common thing in daily life, I think it is very necessary to learn some basic
knowledge of hardware and software. Fixing a computer, like driving a car, is a practical skill. After all, the
computer is a necessity in everyone's life. If it is not operated properly, you may lose some important

documents. So, if we can solve some basic problems by ourselves, it definitely will save us time and money.
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Describe a period in history which you are interested in.
You should say:

when it was

what happened

how you first heard about it

and explain why you are interested in this period of history.

As a science student, I don’t know much about history. But if there is one period of time that piques my interest,

it is China’s Tang Dynasty.

I was first exposed to that period in my history classes in high school. Watching and listening to the teacher

describing to us with gusto all its wonders and glories, my curiosity about the golden age started to grow.

What little knowledge I possess of the Tang Dynasty comes mostly from textbooks and TV dramas. There were
quite a few popular TV series set in that era. In between the love stories of the main characters, I got to learn
about certain historical figures and events. What stood out for me the most was the fact that the dynasty gave
the nation its only female emperor, Wu Zetian. It was nothing short of amazing for Wu to climb to the pinnacle
of power and command the respect and support of her ministers at a time in history when women were
considered inferior to men. During her reign, Tang China flourished economically and culturally, with

Chang’an (Xi’an), the capital, leading the world as the most developed city.

Every stage of history provides a snapshot of the social and economic realities of a country at a point in time. I
want to understand how the Tang Dynasty managed its economic rise and what led to its eventual decline. Only

by figuring it all out can we draw lessons from the past, and that is what the study of history is all about.
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Describe a successful sportsperson that you admire,
You should say:

who this person is

what he/she has achieved

what you know about his/her life

and explain why you admire this sportsperson.

I think a famous athlete should not only be the best in his professional field, but also has decent quality and

social image. Among many domestic athletes, I believe Yao Ming is the most admirable athlete I know.

Yao Ming is a basketball player who is very tall, about 2.25 meters as I can remember. As a basketball player,
being tall is the best talent he has. Moreover, Yao Ming is also extremely hard-working and thus he plays
basketball very well. He entered the NBA and achieved remarkable results, conquering most American athletes
and audiences. Meanwhile, he has also actively participated in competitions as a member of our national team

and led the national team into the top eight of the Olympic Games.

Actually, I knew little about his personal life. What I know about is only the reports on the internet. Aside from
his basketball career, Yao Ming is also a person with an incomparable sense of duty and social responsibility.
He did not choose to become a coach or be idle at home after retiring, but decided to enter politics instead, and
now serves as the president of China Basketball Association. He is committed to promoting the development of
China's basketball. Many famous athletes choose to be decadent and waste their time after retiring but Yao

Ming still harbors great ideals and aspirations, which is what I admire most.
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Describe a time when you did an exciting activity with other people,
You should say:

what the activity was

where you did this activity

why you did this activity

and explain how you felt about it.

I want to talk about my experience of attending Jay Chou's live performance. I have been a big fan of Jay Chou
since I was very young and I have always wanted to attend a Jay performance. At the end of last year, my

roommate Lucy and I finally bought tickets for Jay Chou's performance in Shanghai.

The performance was held in Shanghai, it was the first time Lucy and I had been to Shanghai, and it took us a
long bus ride to arrive at the venue. Copy right by An xiao ya. We were very excited on the way to Shanghai
and we became more excited when we sat down in the venue seeing thousands of fans and the shaking glow

sticks!

As soon as Jay stepped on the stage, the entire audience got excited! We shouted Jay's name so loud that we
could hardly hear each other. But as soon as he started to sing, the world fell into a sudden silence. Jay sang
some songs that I knew well, such as "blue and white porcelain" and "a thousand miles away". The sound
effect of the stadium was so good that we were astonished by it. In the end, Jay also performed his specialty,

singing while playing the piano. He was so handsome!

My generation all grew up listening to Jay's songs, so I was very happy to listen to his live performance. It was

an unforgettable experience. Lucy and I had made up our minds to go to his performance again in the future.
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Describe a time when you gave a piece of advice to someone.

You should say:

who you gave advice to

what it was

how this person reacted to the advice

and explain whether you feel you gave this person the right advice.

A couple of weeks ago a friend of mine asked me for some advice. He was going on a first date with a girl he
had met in his art class. Before going on the date, he wanted to know if [ knew of any good restaurants I could
recommend for them to go to. He really liked this girl and wanted to make a good first impression so I wanted

to give him really good advice.

I believe every girl appreciates a romantic dining ambiance, so I recommended a very nice and romantic
western restaurant to him. This is a very fancy restaurant in the centre of Beijing which serves modern and
elegant food. After he searched for some basic information about the restaurant, he agreed that it was a brilliant
idea. The day after his date he called me to tell me the restaurant I recommended was fantastic. They have

already arranged to go on a second date, so the advice that I gave him worked really well.

I felt very proud that I was able to give good advice and help my friend in his time of need. Often it is hard to
make good decisions by yourself. So, it is important to have friends who are able to help you. Luckily, I am

sure that my friend would do the same for me if I need advice.
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Describe a person you know about who runs a successful business.
You should say:

How do you know about this person

What kind of business does he/she run

How long has the business been running

And explain why you think his/her business is successful.

There is a small local bakery not far from where I live that makes the nicest bread I have ever tasted. This
bakery is very special to me because the owner Arya is a close friend of my father. I've known her a long time.
Arya has long been interested in making sweets and bread. Finally, after she mastered enough bread-making

skills, she opened her dream bakery. Copyright by Anxiaoya.

It has been two years that she opened this bakery shop. She makes all sorts of different bread, from sourdough
loaves to French baguettes. The breads she makes are beautiful and tasty, so she has gained a very good
reputation in our town. It is the most popular bakery in the whole town and all the townspeople come here to
buy their bread each morning. So, she is very busy every day. Since it is so popular, we really have to get down
very early to get the best bread. However, I do not mind getting up early to buy their bread, because it is really

worth it.

Arya’s business is quite successful, she is even planning to open another bakery next year. She once told me
that she has to be in the bakery to prepare the dough at 4 am in the morning. I can see she really loves her job
so she devotes herself to doing her business. Arya is very conscious about the selection of materials, like flour,
sugar and even eggs, and she will choose the best ingredients regardless of the cost. This may be the secret of

her success.
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Describe a time when you felt tired after doing an activity.
You should say:

what activity you did

when and where you did this activity

why you did the activity

and explain why you felt tired after doing this activity.

I can still vividly remember that summer vacation back in my sophomore year of high school. My parents
decided to take me on an adventure to climb Mount Hua which is located in Shanxi province. Many martial arts
novels ['ve read are set there, giving Mount Hua this cool and mysterious vibe. It's famous for its steep terrain,

and to enjoy the incredible views from the top, you've got to be ready for some serious climbing.

My parents are hardcore hikers. They plan hiking trips several times a year. They think hiking is the best
workout ever, keeps them fit, and lets them enjoy nature's beauty. Now, I'm not the biggest fan of hiking, but

they convinced me to go along.

I still remember the day we tackled Mount Hua. We kicked off our adventure around 5 in the morning. We took
a cable car to get halfway up the mountain and then started our hike. If my memory serves me right, we hiked
for more than four hours to reach the summit, and let me tell you, I was wiped out. On the way back down, my
legs were shaking like crazy, and I had to hold on to the railing for dear life. Thankfully, I made it down in one

piece.

Sports-wise, I'm not really into them, so my legs were sore for a whole week after that Mount Hua ordeal. If
you ask me, I'd rather hit the swimming pool any day. Swimming's awesome; you're not at the mercy of the

weather, plus it's a great way to stay fit and look good.
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Describe a person from another culture who speaks Chinese very well.
You should say:

who he/she

which country does he/she come from

how he/she learned Chinese

and explain why you think this person speaks Chinese so well.

Now, over on TikTok, there's this foreign girl I follow. Her name's XiaoXiaoGaby, and she speaks Chinese like
a pro. She's a total foreigner and pretty easy on the eyes. She's got over two million followers on TikTok and is
kinda a big deal on the internet. I first saw her on a TV show, and I was blown away by how fluent her Chinese

was. | remember she's from some tiny country in Eastern Europe, though the name escapes me right now.

She graduated from college and came to China. At first, she could only communicate with hand signals or
translation apps. But later, she made Chinese friends and picked up Chinese by listening to them and copying
their speech. There's this funny twist to the story: all her friends spoke the Chongqing dialect, so she ended up
learning that instead of standard Mandarin. It took her two whole years in China to realize she was speaking the
Chongqing dialect! Then, she started learning standard Mandarin from scratch and watched tons of Chinese

movies and TV shows. In about a year and a half, she got pretty fluent in Mandarin Chinese as well.

Her Chinese is seriously impressive. If you just heard her, you'd think she was born and raised here. I think
she's got some incredible language talent because not every foreigner in China can speak as smoothly as she
does! Although I have never met her in person, my knowledge of her is limited to her social media.

Nonetheless, I really like her, and I hope to learn more about her.
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Describe a city which you think is beautiful.
You should say:

where the city is

how you know it

what it is famous for

and explain why you think this city is beautiful.

Situated on the southeastern coast of Fujian province in China, Xiamen is, in my eyes, one of the most stunning
cities. My first visit to Xiamen was during the summer vacation of my freshman year, and I went there with my
friend. I was deeply captivated by this beautiful city at that time. Xiamen is renowned for its charming scenery,

rich history, and abundant cultural heritage.

As a coastal city, it comes with a magnificent coastline. Strolling on the beach in the evening, I could fully
appreciate the interplay of the azure sea and pristine white sand, like an enchanting painting. Xiamen is also
famous for Gulangyu, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its European-style architecture and unique
cultural atmosphere which attracts numerous tourists. Furthermore, Xiamen takes pride in its food culture, with

a variety of delicious seafood and local snacks that leave a lasting impression.

The beauty of Xiamen lies not only in its natural landscapes and rich culture but also in a unique sense of
tranquility and harmony. The pace of life in this city seems less hurried, and its residents prioritize their quality
of life. Xiamen's streets are clean and tidy, lined with greenery, and the city is well-planned, giving a sense of
comfort. In conclusion, Xiamen is a city brimming with charm and beauty. As I stroll along the shoreline or

marvel at the ancient architecture, I am enveloped in the serenity and loveliness of this city.
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Describe a time when you went to a party that you enjoyed.
You should say:

when and where the party was held

what/who the party was for

what you did at the party

and explain why you enjoyed it.

There are always some wonderful encounters in life that will bring me many surprises. I can still remember

very clearly that I surprisingly met my junior high school classmate Lucy last summer vacation.

At that time, my good friend Anna was celebrating her 20th birthday and invited me to her birthday party. She
invited a lot of other friends to a very crowded but nice KTV. I have to say it was a little bit dark there and I
couldn’t see others very clearly at first. When I was singing happily on the stage, I noticed that there was a girl
who was chatting with others on the sofa. She looked very familiar but I couldn’t remember her name at that

moment.

After singing the song, | immediately wanted to go closer to have a look. Unexpectedly, Lucy recognized me at
once and greeted me happily. I was over the moon when I found out it was really my classmate Lucy! Lucy
was one of my best friends in junior high school, but it had been so long after graduation and we had lost

contact with each other.

I never expected that we would both know Anna and meet each other at a party. Although I hadn't seen her for
many years, Lucy was still talkative and cheerful. We shared our current life with each other and added each
other on WeChat.

I enjoyed the birthday party very much because there is nothing happier than a group of young people singing

together. I even met a good friend that I had lost contact with for a long time.
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Describe an advertisement you have seen that you think is good.
You should say:

what it is for

what it shows

when and where you saw it

and explain why you think it is a piece of good advertisement.

When it comes to advertisements, I would like to talk about the public service adverts about drunk driving.
Drunk driving is a terrible thing which has huge impacts on a community. It is very dangerous and people may
needlessly lose their lives because of drunk driving. Therefore, drunk driving is a very important thing to

prevent.

Recently my local government released a series of effective adverts to tackle the issue and they were very
memorable. I first saw this AD on a big screen in a shopping mall, and then I saw the same AD on social media
too. The adverts were full of facts and statistics relating to the dangers of drunk driving. I think knowledge of

the risks of drunk driving is the best deterrent.

Copyright by Anxiaoya. Though the adverts were very chilling and serious, | still believe they are very good
public service announcements. They showed how dangerous and how harmful drunk driving can be. They
showed families who had lost children to drunk driving. They showed people who had been hit by drunk
drivers, and drivers who died in crashes whilst under the influence of alcohol. Even though all the people in the
adverts were actors, the adverts were still shocking and very convincing. They were really effective and shortly
after the advertisement campaign, people were driving a lot slower and there were less incidents of drunk
driving according to the daily news. | think I will remember these adverts for the rest of my life and never drive
under the influence of alcohol.
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Describe a photo you have kept that makes you feel happy.
You should say:

what it shows

when and where the photo was taken

how often you look at it

and explain why this photo makes you feel happy.

I have a picture in my bedroom of my whole family. In the photo, besides my parents and me, there are also my

grandparents. Our family were laughing very happily. The camera helped us preserve this cheerful moment.

It was taken 2 years ago, when we all went on a family holiday to Beijing, in China. I have a lot of fond
memories of that holiday. It’s funny, because you might assume the special picture I keep in my room would
have been taken in front of the Forbidden City, the National Museum, or any of the many famous landmarks in
Beijing; but actually, it was taken at sunset right outside a small noodle shop. The background isn’t beautiful,
but all of us are smiling and laughing. I don’t have a lot of pictures of us all together, and those that I do have

are quite formal, so it’s just great to have one picture where we are all so happy.

I keep it pinned to my wall behind my desk so I will see it every when I go back home. Every time | look at
that picture it makes me remember the good times I had with my family. No matter how down I’'m feeling, I

can’t help but smile when I look at the picture. I believe that is the love my family gives me.
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Describe a time when something happened that changed your life in a good way.
You should say:

what happened

when and where it happened

how you felt about it

and explain how this changed your life in a good way.

I believe the Gaokao really shapes the lives of many Chinese students, and I'm no exception. I went through the

Gaokao in my hometown when I was exactly 18 years old.

In China, your ability to gain admission to a reputable university through the Gaokao exam largely shapes your
future prospects, especially considering that blue-collar occupations in China often offer lower salaries. I

aspired to secure a high-paying job.

During that time, my family and teachers really piled on the pressure, always reminding me how crucial the
Gaokao was. So, on the night before the exam, I vividly remember struggling with insomnia, barely managing
to get one or two hours of sleep. It's clear that the immense pressure had a significant impact on how I
performed in the exam. As a result, I didn't do as well as I usually did, and my Gaokao scores fell short of my

expectations, preventing me from getting into my dream university.

However, this setback actually pushed me to study even harder and get involved in extracurricular activities.
During my college years, | managed to earn scholarships, took part in meaningful social practice, and landed
some fantastic internship opportunities. Failing the Gaokao didn't bring me down; instead, it lit a fire under me
to aim for excellence. When | look back, that Gaokao period truly transformed my life. While I didn't make it
into my dream university through the Gaokao, it sparked a competitive spirit in me, driving me to constantly
challenge myself and become a better person.
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Describe someone you studied with who is successful in his/her life.
You should say:

who this person is

where you studied together

when you studied together

and explain why you think this person is successful in his/her life.

Now, let's chat about my roommate, Arya. She's a fellow student from my college days. I'll tell you, she's the
cream of the crop in our class, whether you're talking about test scores or her involvement in extracurricular
stuff. Arya's got her sights set on a top-notch graduate program these days, and trust me, with her skills, there's

no doubt she's going to sail right through the admissions process.

Our paths first crossed during our freshman year at a well-known university where we were both working
towards our bachelor's degrees. As the years rolled on, we forged a strong friendship and created countless

unforgettable memories throughout our four years in college.

Right before every final exam, Arya and I would make a beeline for the library to study together. These days,
with me gearing up for the IELTS exam, the two of us have practically become library regulars, studying
together nearly every day. Whenever I start feeling a bit lazy, Arya's right there, pushing me and ensuring we

hit the library. I can't express enough how thankful I am for her unwavering support.

Arya has always been the standout, you know? Like, she's the one everyone looks up to. Back in college, she
hardly ever skipped classes and consistently aced her studies. And get this, she was super active in clubs and
even organized some big extracurricular events. Those experiences didn't just make her a star academically;
they also polished her leadership and social skills. As a close buddy of Arya's, | can't help but swell with pride.
I've never had a single doubt that she'll land offers from her dream schools in the very near future.
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Describe a person who always has interesting ideas and opinions.

You should say:

who this person is

how you knew this person

what kind of ideas he/she has

and explain why you think this person’s ideas and opinions are interesting.

This topic reminds me of my little nephew who is only 4 years old and is still in kindergarten. Although he is
young, he is very clever and always has interesting ideas. I really like to chat with him. I knew him from the

first day he was born.

I still remember the day I was asked to look after him because both my uncle and aunt needed to work overtime.
At the moment I stepped into the house, he imitated a dinosaur and tried to scare me. Of course, I was not

scared, but laughed a lot. I spent the whole afternoon playing with toys and games with him.

When I borrowed his watch to see what time it was, I found that the time of his watch was wrong. I told him I
was going to correct the time but was stopped by him. He said every time he went to kindergarten, he put the
clock forward by half an hour, so that he could pretend that he would leave the kindergarten half an hour earlier.
He explained that this would make him feel less sad. I immediately burst into laughter because it was a very

interesting idea.

I don't know how he gets so many interesting ideas. His innocence and childlike humor always make me laugh,
and these are unique ideas that we adults can't think of. He is the most interesting child that | have ever seen
and | wish he could retain that creativity when he grows up.
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Describe something difficult you did and be proud of it in your work or studies.
You should say:

what you had done

why you did this

how difficult it was

and explain why you felt so proud of yourself for doing it.

When it comes to describing something difficult that I encounter in my studies, I would like to talk about the

first-class scholarship of our university which I earned last year. It is a big thing that I am proud of.

Last year I tried to win the first-class scholarship. It is based on the academic performance of each semester,
and the students whose average score are in the top five of the whole grade are awarded a scholarship of 5,000

yuan. It is a very tough challenge for me because there are 400 students total in my whole grade.

I wanted to earn the first-class scholarship because it was a lot of money for me! If I were to win the
scholarship, I could travel to other cities and eat tasty food during the winter vacation. Aside from this, it was

also kind of honor for me.

It is an arduous process to earn the scholarship. I devoted myself to studying and trying to get better scores in
every examination. I did this until the day I found out that I was on the scholarship list, I was so excited that I

couldn't believe it was truth!

This scholarship makes me very excited and satisfied. It means my whole year’s effort was paid back. I shared
the good news with my family and friends and they all envied me very much. My parents also said that they
were proud of me. The praise from friends and parents made me feel that my efforts were rewarding. | love the
feeling of winning awards and will continue to concentrate on study this year.
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Describe a painting or drawing you enjoy looking at.
You should say:

when and where you first saw it

what it was about

what you know about the person who create it

And explain why you enjoy looking at it.

I like the painting Mona Lisa very much because it is interesting. I believe most people should know and have
seen this painting because it is a masterpiece by the famous Leonardo da Vinci. Supposed to be one of the best
painters in human history, Da Vinci created many other amazing works besides Mona Lisa, such as The Last

Supper.

I can’t remember if I have seen this painting in my childhood, but I do remember seeing a reproduction of it in
a shopping mall when I was a high school student. It attracted me as a mysterious and appealing painting at that

time.

The painting depicts a smiling middle-aged woman. She is sitting by a window with a beautiful view of
mountains and rivers. I find the painting mysterious because whatever angle I take to look at it, the woman in it
seems to be gazing at me. And when I get closer, I kind of feel that the smile is gone and that the woman is

wearing a slightly serious face instead.

This painting is so unique and intriguing that the longer you look at it, the more mysterious you will find it.
Sometimes, I even think the woman’s smile in the painting is a bit scary. That's exactly why I find it interesting
and am fond of looking at it.
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Describe a time when you had to wait a long time for something nice to happen.
You should say:

what you were waiting for

how long you waited

why you had to wait

and explain how you felt when the nice thing finally happened.

Over the past year, ['ve been anxiously anticipating something wonderful: the hope that our school would

finally lift the restriction on students' freedom to come and go as they please.

This ban was implemented in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To safeguard the health of the students, our
school enforced restrictions on our ability to freely enter and exit the campus and dormitories. We were only
allowed to seek permission from teachers for essential reasons to leave. Unauthorized departures could lead to
warnings or, in more severe cases, expulsion. I honestly didn't like how this limitation affected my daily life.

So, I've been eagerly waiting for the day when they finally lift this ban, and we can have our freedom back.

You know, during that time, COVID-19 was spreading in different parts of China, and this restriction stuck
around for over two years, with some on-and-off periods. It wasn't until last December that our school finally

decided to lift it, in line with the latest national guidelines.

When we got the news, my classmates and | were absolutely thrilled! During the lockdown, our movement was
restricted to the campus, and sometimes we couldn't even leave our dorms. Every day felt like a repetition of
staying in a small dorm room and having the same meals in the cafeteria. You can't even imagine how much |
yearned to go out, watch movies, and savor good food. It had been such a long time since I'd been on a trip. But
when the ban was finally lifted, we could return to our regular studies and lives. | had been waiting for this day
for a whopping three years, and it was an incredibly joyful feeling.
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Describe an interesting person who you have never met, but would like to know more about.
You should say:

who this person is

how you heard about this person

what interesting things he/she has done

and explain why you'd like to know more about this person.

Now, over on TikTok, there's this foreign girl I follow. Her name's XiaoXiaoGaby, and she speaks Chinese like
a pro. She's a total foreigner and pretty easy on the eyes. She's got over two million followers on TikTok and is
kinda a big deal on the internet. I first saw her on a TV show, and I was blown away by how fluent her Chinese

was. | remember she's from some tiny country in Eastern Europe, though the name escapes me right now.

She graduated from college and came to China. At first, she could only communicate with hand signals or
translation apps. But later, she made Chinese friends and picked up Chinese by listening to them and copying
their speech. There's this funny twist to the story: all her friends spoke the Chongqing dialect, so she ended up
learning that instead of standard Mandarin. It took her two whole years in China to realize she was speaking the
Chongqing dialect! Then, she started learning standard Mandarin from scratch and watched tons of Chinese

movies and TV shows. In about a year and a half, she got pretty fluent in Mandarin Chinese as well.

Her Chinese is seriously impressive. If you just heard her, you'd think she was born and raised here. I think
she's got some incredible language talent because not every foreigner in China can speak as smoothly as she
does! Although I have never met her in person, my knowledge of her is limited to her social media.

Nonetheless, I really like her, and I hope to learn more about her.
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