
 

 

 

Day 4 

 

 

 

1.   

2.   

 

 

a)  Do you often…? 

 WH  

- Do you often go to the library? 

 I enjoy going to the library. As a university student, it’s part of my life. I often go to the library to check out 

books, to study, sometime I stay up late there to prepare for exams.  

 I don’t go to the library very often, maybe twice per month. I normally go the city library to borrow some 



 

 

 

good novels and fashion magazines. And sometimes if I’m in the mood , I’ll go to that library and read 

for a while. I just really enjoy the atmosphere there.   

 I like going the library. I love how I can have access to a wide range of resources , including 

books, magazines, newspapers and movies. And then, I also love the fact that the library can offer me a quiet 

and study-friendly environment  to read or work on assignments. Our school library does a 

lot of things for us, it often hosts events, workshops and lectures. It also has a book club . I’m actually 

thinking about join in the club.  

I don’t really go to the library nowadays. I find it a little old-fashioned/ outdated/ behind the times

. I mean, why would I go there when I can have all the electronic books I can download and all the 

information I can get from the internet? Additionally, I have some personal concerns about germs

, so I prefer to use my own books or E-books.  

b) How often do you…?  



 

 

 

    *  

Normally, usually, always 

I do ... a lot/all the time/ very often, +  

I do … frequently  
Nearly/almost every day... 
On a daily basis/on a day-to-day basis;  

   *  

I do ... from time to time/ every now and then/ sometimes/once in a while,  
Sometimes, I do...;  
once/twice/xx times a/per week, month,  
every other day/every two days… 
on a regular basis/on a weekly basis/ on a monthly basis… 

occasionally  

   *  

I hardly ever / rarely /seldom do.... 

(Barely  “ ” very close to not doing it at all. He barely made it to the finish line. Barely



 

 

 

 

Hardly  “ ” You hardly smile. ) 

I almost never do.... 
I haven’t done... in(for) years/ages. 
Once in a blue moon… 

- How often do you wear T-shirts? 

 All the time, I wear them almost every day. I love white and grey t-shirts. They look clean and fresh. I have 

these two colours in crew neck, V-neck, regular fit and slim fit. They are so versatile.  

 Not very often, usually on weekends. During the week, at work I need to dress up and look professional. But 

on weekends, I just want to feel comfortable and relaxed. I love wearing casual when I’m off work . 

 

Very rarely. Like I said, I’m not a t-shirt person, so, not very often. Sometimes I wear a basic white t-shirt 

underneath a hoodie  or a sweatshirt  to feel warmer.  

 



 

 

 

- What do you do when you stay up late? 

 I wish I could tell you that I’m doing something really cool and interesting when I stay up, but the ugly truth 

is that I’m doing nothing much

. Like I said, I procrastinate  a lot. Sometimes, I’m scrolling on my social media, and sometimes I’m 

watching some meaningless comedy shows  on TV.  

 Most of the time, I’ll be chilling in my couch , watching TV, or a movie, or being on my phone. 

Sometimes, I need to stay up to study. Occasionally , I need to pull an all-nighter, hit the books

, and prepare for the coming exam.  

 Like I said, the only time when I stay up is during traditional holidays. So, normally I’ll be celebrating the 

festival with my family, socialising, exchanging gifts, hugging each other, sending good wishes to each 

other…things like that.  

5.   

 

- Do you want to be an artist? 



 

 

 

 No, I have 0 interest in that. Like I said, I’m not into art at all.  

 That would be incredible! I mean, I love art and I love painting. However, the only thing  that 

stops me from trying to be a professional an artist is the fact that being artist is hard. It’s hard to make a living

 based on painting paintings , unless you’re well-known.  Compared with being a doctor or a 

teacher, being an artist needs much more courage. +  

 Oh yeh! Absolutely! That would be the coolest thing ever ! I wish I could be a painter

, using my paint and my brushes to express my emotions, feelings and attitudes towards the 

outside world . It would be so beautiful!  

6.  

- I prefer A (more than B). 

- I like both (of them). 

- I like neither (of them). 

- I’m gonna choose A because... 

- I choose A… / vote for…/ would go for(with)… 

- I’m leaning towards A… 



 

 

 

 

- Do you prefer buying things in big companies or small businesses? 

 I prefer small businesses. From a personal perspective, small businesses often have a more personal touch

 and can provide more customized service . And also, they may be able to offer 

more flexible hours , more personalized attention , and a more intimate 

shopping experience . From a community’s perspective, I like to support local economies 

and say no to mass-produced products . Oftentimes, I feel that big businesses lack the 

personal touch and individualized service that small businesses provide.  

 I prefer big businesses for the convenience they offer, such as a wider selection of products , 

extended hours , and multiple locations . And plus, I feel that I can trust on these 

bigger businesses to deliver the same quality  each time I shop. So, consistency  is 

another important thing I care about. Finally, another reason why I choose big businesses over small ones is 

because I see them as more stable /reliable , and therefore, less likely to go under/ go out of 

business . There’re just too many uncertainties  with small businesses.  



 

 

 

  

1.  (explain, give reason, analyze…)  

  

- Why do people like to read the news on the internet instead of on TV (p3 p2 ) 

Reading news online is so easy and fast nowadays. It’s effortless! You just grab your phone, get on a news app, 

and glimpse at  the news, and then you can have the world at your fingertips . 

Watching the news on TV, on the other hand, is more time-consuming. You need to turn on the TV at the right 
time, and wait for the news to show up. Therefore, it makes sense that people just read the news briefly online. 

 

- Is the library still necessary? Why? 

I would say that libraries will still stay relevant  in this digital age, even though they are 

facing severe challenges . Here’re the reasons. First, libraries are not only places where people 

go and read paper books. They also provide easy access to computers and the internet to the public. Therefore, 
people like students, or travelers still rely on libraries to get online and find information. I can’t tell you how 

many times  when I travelled to a new place and went to the local library 

to find some information I needed, and even printed things out at the library. And next, libraries also serve as 



 

 

 

community hubs that connect people together. They offer /facilitate  all kinds of cultural 

and social activities that nurture local communities . And finally, believe it or not , 

there’re still some people, especially students and the elderly who love spending time in libraries, reading and 

studying. They are important for some people.  

- Why do people like shopping more now than in the past? (p3 p2 ) 

It’s the modern culture  that we are living in that drives us into  buying things more often 

and in large quantities . Consumerism  is 

pushing us into becoming shopaholics . Nowadays, we are bombarded with  all kinds of 

advertisements and social media contents , telling us we need to look younger, skinnier, and we 

need to have new clothes, new bags, new outfits every day. All those flawless  social media celebrities 

are making us believe that we are NOT beautiful enough. We need to be PERFECT. Studies show that  

spending too much time on social media results in low self-esteem . That’s why people are buying 

things like crazy to hide their insecurity .  



 

 

 

- Why do people learn foreign languages? (p3 p2 ) 

Some people learn foreign languages as a hobby because it feels good to know other languages. And 

plus, they can make international friends and travel to other countries with less effort. Like , I have a 

good friend, she is a polyglot 5 . She can speak 5 languages and she’s learning a sixth one! 

Some people learn foreign languages out of necessity . Say , if they are living in a new 

country, they have to learn the local language in order to survive. And some other people choose to learn a new 

language to earn more opportunities. You can never go wrong with knowing multiple languages

. It can increase your job prospects , and even add your salary.  

2.   (agree/disagree)  

Do you think…?  Should people…? Is it better to…? 

 

- Do you think shopping is good for country’s economy? 
Generally speaking, yes. Most countries’ economy is based on consumption. Consumption stimulates the 

economy and increase government revenue . However, over consumption  could become 



 

 

 

an issue if everyone is deeply in debt , as it might trigger a financial crisis . 

 

- Do you think young people in your country like going to cinema? (p3 p2 ) 

I think so. Going to the movies is not just about the movies, it’s also a place to hang out with friends , 

and enjoy coke and popcorn. Some people may say that gen Z 1997  are so homely  

that they don’t leave home anymore, let alone going to the movies, but that’s not true. I still see quite a lot of 

young people going to the movies, especially when it’s a sci-fi  with tons of special effects , the 

young still enjoy watching it from the big screen, and meanwhile seeing their friends.   

- Should the media only publish good news? (p3 p2 ) 

Certainly not. If the media only published good news, then what kind of world would we be living in? La-la land? 

The world would be all rainbows and unicorns , super positive. But 

the truth is, our world is NOT perfect and all positive. There’re good things AND bad things happening every day. 
And the news is all about telling real stories and facts in life. Actually, when it comes to the news, it means 

“unusual”, “something different”. So, people are expecting the media to publish sensational  stories, 

rather than “good news”.  



 

 

 

La-la land: being out of touch with reality 

3.  compare  

the difference between A and B; How do older and younger people feel about 

technology? 

  

-  first, second, …  

-  in terms of XX, ..A is more XXX than B; in terms of YY, …. 

- What are the differences between actors/actresses who earn a lot and those who earn little? 

I’d like to think that their dedication would be about the same , but the 

main difference between them are the types of opportunities they receive. Sometimes it’s really about random 

luck  and also who they know .  A Hollywood actor will get hired and paid in a blockbuster 

film, whereas lower paid actors end up working on smaller budget films  or in their local theatres, 

or simply as a hobby.  

- What are the differences between acting in a theatre versus in a film? 

Performing in a theatre is a much more intimate experience because you’re in front of an audience



 

 

 

 and you may even interact with them during or after the show. What’s more challenging is that there’s only 

one shot . If you make a mistake, you can’t go back and redo the scene  as you could 

on a movie set . In movie productions, there’s a lot more things that happen after filming, such 

as editing and adding special effects.  

- What are the differences between learning history from books and from videos? (p3 p2

) 

Books are definitely more detail-oriented  and in-depth . If you want to learn history in a 

more solid way , books are better options; meanwhile, videos are more visual and fun

. They’re attention-grabbing  and easier to understand. They usually give you a walk-

through , just enough to understand something. Like the documentary I mentioned, I saw it, I learned 

about something, but I definitely need to dig into it afterwards.  

- What are the differences between watching movies at home and in a cinema? (p3 p2 ) 

Well, watching movies at home is more comfortable . Like I said, you can be in your pajamas and laying 



 

 

 

in the couch, with wine and popcorn, and just binge-watching  movies. It’s so effortless

 and easy. Meanwhile, you need to dress up and travel to the movie place, and sit up  in a chair, 

and you can’t really move around  during that two-hour period of time. If you need to go to the 

washroom, you need to ask people in the same row to stand up for you. Those kinds of things are annoying. It’s 

just more energy-consuming . And in terms of the price , of course going to the movies 

is more money-consuming . These days , movie tickets are very pricey, I would say. And watching 

movies at home doesn’t cost a lot of money at all, so, less pressure on your wallet . And finally, 

regarding watching experience, going to a movie theatre, seeing the movie from the big screen, enjoy the mind-
blowing visual effects and sound effects, it’s a lot more exciting/ exhilarating/ engaging. Whereas seeing a 

movie at home is less engaging, but more relaxing. It feels cozier.   

4.   (identify, outline)  

The pros and cons; the benefits and drawbacks; the upsides and downsides; plus-point; the positive effects 

and negative effects; the good things and bad things; the biggest benefit would be…;  

the pros outweigh the cons;  

- What are the advantages and disadvantages of eating in restaurants? (p3 p2 ) 



 

 

 

The pros  of eating out  are, A, it’s a fun experience. You get to try new food and enjoy the nice 

environment; B, you don’t need to cook or do the dishes. It always feels nice to be served; And C, it’s a great 

chance to bond with  your family or friends. When you go to a restaurant, you are in the mood 

of  exploring food and chatting with your family or friends, as dining together is all about eating 

and chatting. It’s the best. Meanwhile, the cons  of eating out are, number one, it’s more expensive; 

number two, you don’t get to control the way the dish is prepared. Sometimes it could be too salty , or 

too greasy , or too spicy , and sometimes you don’t even know what the ingredients are.  

5.  (outline, identify) 

What are the qualities of…? What are the types of…? What kinds of…? 

 + ;  

- How does social media help people access information? (p3 p2 ) 

There’re mainly three ways. A, social media users can get information from their friends and people around 
them; B, they can also get information from people or celebrities they choose to follow. For example, if you like 

art, you can follow some artists on social media and receive cutting-edge information  or knowledge 



 

 

 

related to art. Like, the newly opened  art museums, the latest art shows, etc.; C, they can also follow 

those official accounts of companies and organizations on social media, to get first-hand information

. For example, nowadays people don’t need to watch the news on TV or read newspapers, or go on news 

websites to get news. They can get news-worthy information  from those 

accounts that post news on social media.  

6  

,  

   ①. : contrast  

     

In the past, back in the (old) days, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, I/we/people 

used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, currently, at the moment,… 

- Are people less patient now than people in the past? Why? p3 p2  



 

 

 

Yes definitely. People today are so much less patient; we are so irritable  and frustrated

 all the time. And I blame the technologies today . Today, we have our 

smart phones, the internet, social media, and live streams, we do everything in an instant. We don’t need to 
wait anymore. For instance, we shop online at our fingertips, we click and buy and have the item delivered to 
our doors the next day; we scroll on the phone and get instant information within a second; our world is flooded 

with short messages, articles and videos. A two-hour movie is too much, let alone reading a book

! Our attention spans  are getting shorter and shorter. So, yeh, 

we are less patient.  

- Why is it more difficult for children to concentrate nowadays than in the past? p3 p2

 

80 90 00  

• baby boomers: 1945-1964  

 

• Generation X: 1965-1981  

X  baby boomer  



 

 

 

• Generation Y/ millennials: 1982-1996  Y   

• Generation  Z: 1997-2010 Z    

Because there’re too many distractions. And those distractions are mainly coming from the internet. Generation 

Z Gen Z  is a group of young people that are marked by the internet. It’s part of their DNA. The internet breaks 

into their homes, their education and their way of making friends and socializing. Children nowadays have 

access to all information at their fingertips . They like to get everything they want 

immediately. That’s why their attention span is becoming very limited . Not like 

children in the past, they didn’t have too much to do. Gen X and Y grew up in a much simpler world. They had 

less things and better concentration. (  

 

  ②  (speculate predict) 

   

From what I can see now,… 

It’s already happening now… 

So, I don’t see why in the future this trend won’t continue… 

So, I’m confident to say that,…. 



 

 

 

- Do you think online communication through social media will replace face-to-face communication? 

I hope not! But, like I just mentioned, people are increasingly reluctant to  get out of their homes and 

meet people face to face, as communicating through social media is too easy, too effortless , it’s at 

your fingertips . So, yeh, I definitely have seen this trend of more cyber communication  

and fewer physical meetups , especially after the pandemic. So, in the future, I don’t see why this 

trend won’t continue. With that being said, will social media completely replace the good old style of 

communication ? I don’t think so either. I still have hope on people! Nowadays, I see 

some of my friends cutting down on social media and going back to physical communication. I think some 

people still cherish  these face-to-face moments.  

 

- +  

- +  


