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Describe a routine you have in your life that you enjoy.

Some instructions you can follow:

What the routine is

When and why you started to follow this routine

How easy it is to follow

And explain why you enjoy having this routine in your daily life.

Anna IELTS copyright. Usually, when I am alone, I go to the library to do some reading. It has become an
essential part of my life. The first time that I visited the library was when my roommate Anna took me there. I

find there are no other places on campus quieter and more suitable for study than the library.

As a matter of fact, I love going to the library almost every Saturday afternoon to read for a while. Also, if |
feel bored in general, I will head there to do some reading. While reading in the library, my mindset is the most

placid and calm.

This is a very simple routine to follow. Thus, whenever I want to concentrate on my studies or do some reading,
I will go there. I share my dormitory with four other people, so it is usually noisy. My roommates often talk or
play games in the dormitory, which makes it hard for me to concentrate. A quiet place can significantly help me
to study more efficiently. Even when I don't have to study, I still like to go to the library to read all kinds of
interesting books, as these are free for students to borrow. I especially enjoy literature and history books.

Whenever | am immersed in a story, all my troubles seem to disappear.

I'm a very easily distracted person, and the library really gives me the perfect environment to focus on what |
want to do. | feel completely comfortable and relaxed in the library
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Describe an activity you enjoyed doing in your free time when you were younger.

You should say:

What free-time activity you did

Where you did this activity

Who you did it with

And explain why you enjoyed doing this activity in your free time when you were younger.

Flying a kite is a leisure activity that I loved doing when I was a child. The first time I encountered real kites
was in primary school when a teacher taught us how to make simple ones using white paper, wooden sticks,

and string.

I remember when I was very small, my grandfather would take me to fly kites in the park. It was the most
interesting activity that I looked forward to doing at that time. But back then, [ was too young to fly a kite by
myself. Every time, my grandfather would launch the kite into the air first, and then I would run around
holding the end of the string. Whenever my grandpa took me to fly kites, I would be as happy as a clam all day
long!

When [ was young, | always had unlimited energy to play games. I couldn’t stand to stay at home and do
nothing, so I always liked to pester my elders to take me out. Time flies by, I have not flown a kite for a long
time now, partly because I am busy with my studies, and partly because there are so many new toys and

entertainment products now. On weekends, | prefer to lie at home watching TV or playing video games.
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Describe an activity you enjoyed doing in your free time when you were younger.

Some instructions you can follow:

What activity you did

Who you did it with

Where you did this activity

And explain why you enjoyed doing this activity in your free time when you were younger.

For most girls, myself included, Barbie dolls were a favourite childhood toy. To this day, I still like Barbie dolls

very much.

If memory serves, the first time I ever played with a Barbie doll was in primary school. I did well in the final
exam, so my mother bought one for me as a present. The most entertaining thing about Barbie dolls is that you
can easily customize them with different clothes, pants and shoes. For example, you can dress her in a skirt and

high heels, or give her beach pants and slippers.

I would frequently dress my Barbie in a variety of clothes, and I also liked to braid her hair. Unfortunately, the
doll’s hair would lose a lot of threads every time I braided it. I also used to make clothes for her with paper
towels and would draw my favorite patterns on them. Ordinarily, I played on my own at home. At the weekend
however, my friend and I would play together with our own dolls; one as the mother and the other as the

daughter. It was much more interesting than playing alone.

Playing with Barbie dolls is a beautiful memory from my childhood. When | was alone, | could play with my
Barbie for a long time without feeling lonely at all. Unfortunately, Barbie dolls were expensive. My mother
could only afford to buy one for me when | was a child. Even today, | still like Barbie dolls very much. If | can
earn a lot of money when | start working, | hope to buy a cabinet for my family to display plenty of Barbie
dolls in. /1 3 2% :

ELLEELE LB L T/ iR S X PR, SRt s, E R BB IRIR E W o b i ek

AL B — B B Pl B % N R IR . PUABIAAR B RREF, BB LT — A eh iRk
. WL R AT B S AR TR DL R4 B A BRI, AR LA mT AR it AR T
AN EREE, (] PAZS U 27 Ly MR ATt

KA W CHAFIANR . A E M Z2/HEE Y. WL ERE K, WML A T,
G — LI 2 Sk . Jd W AN S i MR AR, AR LW B S SR E . PR AR
FER D, BT RRK G, RMPA—EHE B REETRK, — D NEEE N AL, XA
—PMABHBL T .

EL IR R EF AR EINZ . HE— D NKIE, REEMEEIRARA, —SBAEEIHR. 1T
ELEEEEIR DT, /N R I th A g5 3 — A BIE RIS AR E AR bl i, A R AR LS REMAR 2
B, WAES R LR, )54 B BUR 2 vt .



WENH & WUEART: AN/ 2R R0 R T

3: BIFHREWELER G

Describe a time you made a complaint about something and were satisfied with the result.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who you complained to

Is it easy to complain

What you complained about

And explain why you were satisfied with the result of the complaint.

Not long ago, I bought a brand-new laptop on JD.com, the online shopping platform of Jingdong, an
e-commerce giant in China. And I was enraged to find out while window shopping on the site that the same

product was several hundred yuan cheaper than what it was, not even a week since I received mine.

I immediately called Jingdong’s customer service, hoping that I could recoup at least some of my losses. The
girl on the phone was nice and polite. She asked for my order number and verified my purchase details. After
about two minutes, she apologized for the inconvenience and advised that I could get a full refund of the price

difference by simply applying for it via the Jingdong app.

It had been a truly smooth and pleasant shopping experience. Contrary to my expectations, making the
complaint, which took less than ten minutes, turned out to be an easy process. After the call, I submitted my
request via the app as per the instructions and received the refund that very afternoon. I’ve got to say that I
couldn’t have been more pleased with the outcome. Had I purchased the laptop at Computer City or anywhere
else, getting a refund might have been rather difficult. JD.com has proven itself a highly trustworthy shopping

site and [ am happy to recommend it to my family and friends.
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Describe a time when you had an unusual meal.
Some instructions you can follow:

When you had this meal

Who was with you

Where you had this meal

And explain what was unusual about this meal.

On my birthday this year, my boyfriend (girlfriend) and I had a wonderful time enjoying an exceptional dinner.

It was at a fancy restaurant in an upscale mall downtown which also happened to serve one of the most
expensive buffets in our city. Truth be told, I had always been intrigued by that place, which explained why I
was particularly looking forward to the treat there from my boyfriend. And boy, was I about to be dazzled by
what was to come. Not only was the dining hall richly decorated, but there were also live piano performances
to entertain the guests. Since my boyfriend made a point of reserving a window table, our meal came with the

added benefit of a charming, panoramic view of the CBD in all its night-time glory.

For me, it was a dining experience like no other. For one thing, I have rarely had the luxury of having pricey
meals at such a high-end restaurant. Having gotten used to the noisy environment of the school cafeteria where
I mostly ate, the quiet and graceful manners of the waiters and waitresses actually made me a bit uneasy. For
another, there was a great variety of food on offer, including salmon, sea urchins and foie gras, dishes I seldom,

if ever, got to taste.

The evening could not have turned out any better. My boyfriend and I chatted and feasted until quite late. And

there was even a small complimentary cake to take home. What a memorable, special dinner it was.
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Describe a time when you were late for something important
Some instructions you can follow:

When and where it happened

What you were late for

Why you were late

And explain how you felt about being late for this important thing.

About half a month ago, I had inflammation around one of my wisdom teeth. A lot of the time, the pain was so
bad I couldn’t even eat. That was when I decided to have the tooth removed. I managed to make a doctor’s
appointment online but was only able to book a time slot that was two weeks in the future (because of the

doctors’ tight schedules).

A couple of days ago while out shopping with a friend, I received a call from the hospital and was asked to go
see the doctor as fast as I could since it was already past our agreed timeslot. I panicked. As the toothache had
gradually subsided and because it had been quite some time since I scheduled the appointment, the whole thing

had completed slipped my mind.

There was just no way for me to make it to the hospital in time since it was already four o’clock in the
afternoon and the doctor was supposed to get off work in an hour. I explained the situation to the nurse on the
line and apologized. The nurse helped me cancel the appointment and advised me that this would count as a
default on my part, and that after three defaults, I would be banned from making appointments with doctors at

their hospital.

There was no denying that it was my mistake for not keeping the appointment and I felt ashamed for having
caused others inconvenience and wasting valuable medical resources. I made another doctor’s appointment that
night, but this time I took the extra step of setting a reminder on my phone. I am confident that [ won’t repeat

the same mistake this time around.
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Describe a period in history that you would like to learn more about.
Some instructions you can follow:

When this period in history was

How you first became interested in this period in history

What you already know about this period in history

And explain why you would like to learn more about this period.

As a science student, I don’t know much about history. But if there is one period of time that piques my interest,

it is China’s Tang Dynasty. Anna IELTS copyright.

I was first exposed to that period in my history classes in high school. Watching and listening to the teacher

describing to us with gusto all its wonders and glories, my curiosity about the golden age started to grow.

What little knowledge I possess of the Tang Dynasty comes mostly from textbooks and TV dramas. There were
quite a few popular TV series set in that era. In between the love stories of the main characters, I got to learn
about certain historical figures and events. What stood out for me the most was the fact that the dynasty gave
the nation its only female emperor, Wu Zetian. It was nothing short of amazing for Wu to climb to the pinnacle
of power and command the respect and support of her ministers at a time in history when women were
considered inferior to men. During her reign, Tang China flourished economically and culturally, with

Chang’an (Xi’an), the capital, leading the world as the most developed city.

Every stage of history provides a snapshot of the social and economic realities of a country at a point in time. I
want to understand how the Tang Dynasty managed its economic rise and what led to its eventual decline. Only

by figuring it all out can we draw lessons from the past, and that is what the study of history is all about.
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Describe something you would like to study in the future.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you would like to study

Where you would like to study

How easy or difficult it would be to study this

And explain why you would like to study this in the future.

I want to talk about studying French, which is a complicated and romantic language. French is the official
language of many regions and organizations. Because of its strict characteristics, formal and important
documents, such as the legal provisions, are written in French. My teacher once told me that the United Nations

has set English as its first speaking language, but French as its first written language.

I watched a foreign film last year, when I heard the characters in the film speaking French. I was touched by
the beautiful voice. It makes me feel very elegant to speak and hear this language, so I want to learn French. I
have learned some conversational phrases from the movie, but in order to learn it in a proper way, I chose a

course at my campus this semester to learn French from the beginning. An na ya si.

I think French is one of the most difficult languages in the world because the pronunciation of French and the
use of oral muscles is completely different from that of English. Some nasal and lingual sounds, in particular,
are big challenges for me. But I believe there is no shortcut to language learning except listening, speaking, and
practicing more. I'm looking forward to mastering this language well one day so that I can read some original

books and watch French movies.
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Describe a recent development which has improved the area where you live
Some instructions you can follow:

What the new development is

What was there before this development

How long it took to complete

And explain how it has improved the area where you live.

A few months ago, a shopping mall opened its doors close to where I live. It is a large commercial center that
caters to customers’ shopping, dining, and other needs, and one, I must say, that has made my life a whole lot

easier.

In fact, I don’t exactly remember what used to occupy the land where the brand-new mega structure now stands.
It seemed to have been a sprawling warehouse if my memory serves me correctly. The lot was fenced off when
the construction of the mall began. And it took around a year for the work to be completed, during which time
noise from the site was clearly audible when I was at home on weekends. The grand opening of the mall turned
out to be quite an occasion for residents nearby. With much anticipation and expectation, they packed the spot

in high spirits the entire business day.

I live by the river in a suburb. Beautiful as it is, the region had long been plagued by the lack of decent places
to shop and dine. A few snack bars and convenience stores were all that was available in my neighborhood.
Whenever 1 felt the urge or had the need to go shopping, I had to make inconvenient journeys by subway to
shopping malls several miles away. It had also always been my mom’s wish that we had a supermarket close by.
Today, the mall is just a few minutes’ walk away. And I can have whatever food I fancy sent to my door from
the facility by using one of the delivery apps if I don’t feel like going outside. Needless to say, the mall has

been a real boon to residents in the surrounding area.
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Describe a time when you heard good news about someone you know well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What the good news was

When and how you heard the good news

And explain how you felt when you heard the good news about this person.

One afternoon in June this year, I received a call from my brother while I was getting ready to go to class as
usual. He told me that his college entrance exam results were out and that he had been accepted to Sun Yat-sen

University.

I could hardly believe my ears when I heard the news. After repeated assurances from my brother that this was
not a prank, I couldn’t help but start jumping up and down and screaming in excitement, leading my

roommates to believe that I had just gone crazy.

It had been quite a while since I was thrilled by such unreservedly good tidings. My brother and I grew up
together and, since he was four years my junior, he had always been a child in my eyes. He was a fun-loving
boy and never excelled academically. And for that, he had been on the receiving end of many complaints from
our parents. Thus, it came as a real surprise to everyone in my family that my brother should have performed so
well in the potentially life-changing exam. I was so utterly happy for my brother the moment he delivered the
news on the phone, happier than when I myself got admitted to the university, that I couldn’t wait to rush home
and congratulate him face to face. Afterward, I gave my brother a big hongbao, a red envelope with gift money

inside, as there is no better way for the Chinese to express their best wishes to others.
With hard work and a bit of luck, everyone can be a miracle worker someday.
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Describe a time when you heard good news about someone you know well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What the good news was

When and how you heard the good news

And explain how you felt when you heard the good news about this person.

Not long ago, my roommate Anna told me she had landed her dream internship at an investment firm. This is

great news!

Anna has always been interested in the investment industry. Not long ago, I became aware of an advertisement
for an internship with a famous investment company. When I first saw the advertisement, [ immediately told
Anna about the vacancy. But she thought it would be ridiculous of her to apply, as she was young and lacked
any experience within the field of investment. She imagined the chances of her being accepted to be next to
nothing. However, I told her that in life we must take risks if we want to achieve our dreams and attain our

potential to the fullest. At last, she was persuaded and applied for the position.

She was surprised to discover a few weeks later that she had been accepted for an interview with the

investment company. She told me this news and we were both elated! She thanked me for my great advice.

I think we should try our best to seize every opportunity. Don't always feel limited to do only what you think
you can do. It is crucial to attempt things outside of your comfort zone, and it is the only way we can excel in
life.
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Describe an interesting old person you have met.

Some instructions you can follow:

How you met him/her

Who the person is

What kind of person he/she is

And explain why you think this old person is interesting.

My neighbor Roy is a very interesting old man. We live in the same building. We occasional bump into each
other and have a conversation. I have known him for quite some time now, I think we first met about a year and

a half ago. Although there is a large age gap between us, I enjoy talking to him.

I find Roy is such an interesting man because when he was young, he used to be a travelling actor. He was part
of a theatre group which would travel all over the country and perform traditional and modern plays in all sorts
of different theatres. Therefore, whenever we see each other in the café, I always ask him to tell me a story
from that period of his life. He tells me the most interesting tales about strange cities that are far away and the
even stranger people he met. Or he tells me stories about the wild and absurd plays. The plays are written by
modern playwrights, so I always desire to listen to him. What’s more his stories are always filled with such
imaginative characters and beautiful places. At times, [ am not sure whether he is telling the complete truth, but

I do not mind, because the stories are so interesting and diverse. I am very happy [ know my friend Roy.
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Describe a place you went to that was very noisy.

Some instructions you can follow:

Where this place was

What you did there

Why it was very noisy

And explain how you felt about this place being so noisy.

As is known to all, square dance is a unique activity in China, which many old people like to take part in. This
is because they think it is a convenient method of exercise without the risk of overexerting or injuring

themselves. However, it is definitely a terrible experience for the residents living nearby.

Every night after dinner, there are always a group of old people dancing in the square near my home. They turn
on loud music through speakers and then begin to dance. Whether I happen to pass by or stand on the balcony
of my home, I can hear their music playing loudly. Their favorite song to play is "The Coolest Ethnic Trend."
It's a very upbeat, rthythmic piece of music. Every night, at the same time, this song plays. For one thing, the

music is terrible. For another, if I hear it every day, no matter how good the music is, I definitely won’t enjoy it.

I completely can’t bear the noise that comes from the square. That group of old people dance for almost two
hours every day. What’s even worse is that there are occasionally several groups of people who turn on
different kinds of music at the same time! I think I can’t consider it to be music, but rather a kind of noise. I
once went to the community office to complain about their behavior, but because they were so enthusiastic

about it, the community office had no choice but to persuade them to lower the volume of their music
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Describe something you achieved that you are proud of.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you achieved

How you did it

How difficult it was to do

And explain why you are proud of this achievement.

When it comes to describing something [ was very proud of, I would like to talk about the first-class

scholarship of our university which I earned last year.

Last year I tried to win the first-class scholarship. It is based on the academic performance of each semester,
and the students whose average score are in the top ten of the whole grade are awarded a scholarship of 2,000

yuan. If [ win the scholarship, I can travel to other cities during the next vacation.

It is an arduous process to earn the scholarship. I devoted myself to studying and trying to get better scores in
every examination. | also took part in lots of social activities in my free time. Until one day at noon, my

roommate Lucy told me that the scholarship list had been announced and I made it!

This scholarship makes me very excited and satisfied. It means my whole year’s effort was paid back. I shared
the good news with my family and friends. My parents said that they were proud of me. The praise from
friends and parents made me feel that my efforts were rewarding. I love the feeling of winning awards and will

continue to concentrate on study this year. | hope I can earn scholarships again.
S @UYEE
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Describe an advertisement you have seen that you did not like.
Some instructions you can follow:

Where and when you saw this advertisement

What it was for

What you could see in the advertisement

And explain why you did not like it.

It was around last year that all the elevators in our neighborhood were installed with advertising screens. And
since then, I have been subjected to ad attacks every time I go in and out of the buildings. Among my least

favorite ads was one by KFC.

The commercial was, of course, meant to increase awareness of and promote special offers from the fast-food
giant. [ don’t quite remember the video content, which might have been images of burgers and fried chickens.
But I will never forget the voice-over. As if on repeat, the clip kept blaring the phrase “Crazy Thursday, Two
for ¥9.90” over and over again. The speed with which the words were uttered, coupled with the jarring music in

the background, gave me the impression of a monk chanting fast in my ear, which was really irritating.

With TV, I can switch to another channel if there is a commercial I don’t like. In the case of the elevator ad by
KFC, however, that was not an option. I’d be exposed to it as long as I needed to take the elevator. And I found
that not particularly pleasant. Besides, I have a suspicion that the promotion had not been truthful. I have been
to a KFC restaurant on Thursdays. The “Two for ¥9.90” fried chicken featured in the ad was nowhere to be
seen, and practically every item that was supposed to be on sale was sold out. For these reasons, I do not take a
liking to KFC. If I feel like having fast food, I’d be more inclined to go with McDonald’s.
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Describe a person who you enjoyed working or studying with.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who this person is

How long you worked or studied together

What work or studies you did together

And explain why you enjoyed working or studying with this person.

I am more than happy to work with my cousin, Mike. He’s only a few months younger than me. He looks kind
of chubby, but you shouldn’t judge a book by its cover. He is highly intelligent yet carries himself with
humility.

We’ve known each other since we were kids, but it wasn’t until high school that we got to be classmates for the
entire three years. Since we were very close, we would do every group assignment together. We even entered a
municipal innovation competition as a team. While we failed to bring home any trophy, it was a memorable
experience nevertheless. A far better student than I, cousin Mike was among the top three scorers in the class in

almost every exam. And my mom is full of praise for Mike every time we have a big family get-together.

As I’ve mentioned before, his humility and amiability would make him the perfect partner when studying,
unlike those more arrogant people out there. I’ve always admired modest and friendly people, and those
characteristics are what you can expect from my cousin. He is one of those humble and friendly people. He is
never one to brag about his achievements, and always tries his best to help out. For me, he made a resourceful

teacher and a reliable friend, that’s why I think having a good partner like him is a wonderful experience.
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Describe a website that you use regularly.

Some instructions you can follow:

What the website is

How often you use it

How you found out about this website

And explain why you use this website regularly.

The website I use most often in my spare time is Taobao.com, the largest online shopping site in China today. It

offers not only daily necessities but also some hard-to-come-by niche collectables.

I have a habit of visiting the site every day, even if just to window shop. I enjoy browsing the recommended
items as [ find the process liberating, just like shopping in a mall. And occasionally, when I stumble upon

something that is both to my liking and within my budget, I place an order without hesitation.

If my memory serves me well, the website was recommended to me by a friend when I was in junior high and
it has become part of my life ever since. [ am so used to getting everything I need from the site that my world

would be turned upside down should it no longer exist one day.

Thanks to the convenience of online shopping, I rarely ever go to malls these days. With a click of the mouse
on Taobao.com, I can have my orders delivered to my door. The best part is, you can often find great deals on
the shopping site. I can sometimes get the same product for half the price I would have been charged at a
brick-and-mortar store. And you can expect even more discounts on major holidays and festivals such as

Singles’ Day, or Double Eleven as it is known here in China.
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Describe something you remember about your first day at a new school.
Some instructions you can follow:

Where the it was

What you remember well

How you felt about your first day at the school

And explain why you remember this about your first day at the new school.

My high school holds my most cherished memories in life so far, and as such, I still remember my first day

there.

It just so happened that, the year I was supposed to start, the school moved its campus from the city center to a
faraway place in the suburb. Given its remoteness, the site couldn’t be reached by subway and every single

journey for me would mean a long and tedious bus ride.

My very first and deepest impression of the school was the utter desolation of its surroundings. Grand and
shiny as the new campus was, there were no commercial establishments nearby. All that was there were
wastelands and villages waiting to be developed in the country’s urbanization drive. I would be lying if I didn’t

say [ was a bit disappointed.

After a visit to the campus, however, my mood took a turn for the better. In addition to a classroom building
one would normally expect, the institute came equipped with an indoor gymnasium and its own library,
facilities that were traditionally considered luxuries for a high school. Seeing so many unfamiliar faces in such
an unfamiliar environment, however, | couldn’t help but feel nervous and uneasy. And it wasn’t until I

recognized and rejoined a couple of classmates from junior high that my mind was finally put at ease.

| spent the next three happy years at the school. | had the joy of witnessing not only my own rapid growth in
the company of an ever-expanding army of friends but also the steady rise of the area around the campus, with
a land of nothing transformed into a mega shopping center. While those years may have been long gone, | will
always miss my first day of high school.

SR B -
= I R E NS —BE, REASICHE —RITERE R,

P m R4, FATARAGIAIRE] TR . ARAL T AT ORI SERE, 8 TR AR X . R L
FERATEMER, FAFAESEARIRACIS [ A SE A RE R AL

FAER, FETR IR H0E R L B AR TR . BARIRATHIARR I SR SO, H 2 B A7 AT ] ol
Beltie WA R B A A . AMEARINIAT KR E

#TREE, REOOWEA G, 2 8 W B B IMERRECAE, PREEBE T ENEEE
AT o T o TP R Ui S AR 38 1 1) o DX 26 R el AT BE A2 4 [ 22, 3 22 YRR R 5k AN AN 22
HPIFATE R LB 7 AERPI PR, A0 A-TE R

Jak, AR AR TRt = w2 . RADH BRI T, IE2RIRE B AR A
R RUR SRR . TEHIAR L T ORI . FE CRAER T AR AR K . BRI C A VR
AT BERE SR FEE K.

22



WENH & WUEART: AN/ 2R R0 R T

17: BEEEFERRT G

Describe a city you would like to visit for only a short time.

Some instructions you can follow:

Where the city is

Who you would visit the city with

What you would like to do there

And explain why you would like to visit this city for only a short time.

Lhasa is a very well renowned city and I have always wanted to take a short trip to Lhasa.

Long time ago, I had heard about this beautiful place on the Internet because it is called the Sunshine City.
Many friends of mine who have been there have also recommended it to me. Located on the Tibetan Plateau,
Lhasa is one of the highest cities in the world. Lhasa owns the world-famous Potala Palace, and it is also the
holy land of Buddhist believers.

I wish to go to Lhasa with my family. Most scenic spots in Lhasa need to be reached by car, and my dad is an
experienced driver. If I have the chance, I definitely will go to Namtso. This is one of the three holy lakes in
Tibet. Aside from the clear lake, visitors can see the snow-capped mountains in the distance. I want to go to the

famous Potala Palace, which is the landmark of Lhasa.

Lhasa is a magical and interesting city, where the air is thin, but the people are full of faith. Although I have
been wanting to go Lhasa for ages, I only want to stay there for a short time. 5 days may be enough. The
altitude of Lhasa is very high and I would probably get altitude sickness. My parents are no longer young and I

am afraid they would not be able to handle the altitude sickness either.
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Describe a time when you were teaching a friend or a relative to do something.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who you taught

What you taught him/her to do

How easy it was to teach him/her

And explain how you felt about teaching this friend/relative.

Not long ago, I taught my brother Mike how to reinstall the computer system. Although I am not majoring in
computer science, I have learnt how to use computers and have often played computer games since childhood.
The computer that I am using now is built by me, and I installed all of the software by myself too. So,
reinstalling the system and solving the computer lag is a piece of cake to me. Also, I often help my friends

maintain their computers.

Though I could reinstall the system for Mike directly, he can do it by himself instead if I have taught him the
process. Although he is only 15 years old, he has a talent for it. It will be quite easy to teach him how to
reinstall the system. All I had to do was to give him a disk and tell him the process, then he knew how to do the

procedure.

I was glad to teach him how to fix the computer problem. Although computer failure is not a common thing in
daily life, I think it is very necessary to learn some basic knowledge of hardware and software. Fixing a
computer, like driving a car, is a practical skill. After all, the computer is a necessity in everyone's life. If it is
not operated properly, you may lose some important documents. So, if we can solve some basic problems by

ourselves, it could save us considerable time and money.
S @UYEE
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Describe a person who you enjoyed talking to at a party.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person was

When and where the party was

What you talked about

And explain why you enjoyed talking to this person at the party.

During the summer break not long ago, I attended a high school reunion organized by our former class

president and held at a restaurant next to our school campus.

It had been almost three years since I last saw my classmates on the day of our graduation. I got to meet Anna
and we had a lot to talk about since we are in college in the same city. She shared with me a lot of gossip and

great dining places which I found really interesting.

I didn’t get along with her before, but I found out there was a lot in common between us throughout this
conversation. Anna is an outgoing and social girl who is well informed about the latest breaking news and
trends, take, for example, the latest memes and newly opened restaurants. I bet you she’ll be the first to know
nine times out of ten. It’s interesting listening to her ramble, and I would accredit that to her expertise in
delicacies. I may be a foodie myself, but I would never be able to reach such great lengths when it comes to

knowing how to locate the best outlets in town.

Anna often shares her newfound diner at some nook of the city to me. As a lover of food, it is all I ever wanted
to make a friend with whom I can talk and together share our hearts out. Anna is a blessing to my life and it is
such an honor to have such a fun and kindhearted friend. [ am glad to have met her again in this party and we

have become close friends ever since.
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Describe a time when someone gave you something that you really wanted.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who this person was

What this person gave you

Why you wanted this thing

And explain how you felt when you got this thing.

I am extremely grateful to Anna, my roommate, for showing up when I needed help the most.

It was on a morning several weeks ago when [ was getting ready to go to class. I stepped out of the dorm to
check the weather so that I could decide what shoes to wear for the day. A strong wind came all of a sudden and

before I could react, the door slammed shut behind me with a loud bang.

My mind went blank. All I knew at that moment was that I had been locked outside with my pajamas and

slippers on. To make matters worse, I did not have my cellphone with me.

Luckily, I was able to borrow a phone from a classmate next door and get in touch with Anna. She was having
breakfast in the school cafeteria and told me she was on her way back after hearing what had just happened to

me. There she was, 15 minutes later, handing me the key with a smile like an angel.

It was winter and the temperature was low. Had it not been for Anna, my whole day would have been ruined
and I could very well have fallen ill. I couldn’t have thanked Anna enough. A friend in need is a friend indeed.
By putting aside whatever she was doing to bring me the key, Anna had proven herself a truly worthy friend.

Should she be in trouble someday, I would not hesitate to do whatever I can to help her out.
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Describe something you did with one or more people (e.g. an activity, a piece of work.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you did

Who you did it with

How long it took

And explain how you felt about doing something with one or more people.

My final presentation last semester was highly valued by my teacher. She said that it was a perfect presentation.

What’s more, I also gained extraordinarily good academic results for the term.

The final presentation was collectively carried out by our group of six. In the group, we assumed different roles
with some responsible for developing PowerPoint slides and some for research. I was responsible for delivering
the presentation. An na ya si. I started to practice my presentation two weeks in advance in order to achieve a
perfect outcome. Whenever I was free, I would rehearse my presentation in front of a mirror in the dorm. Every

day I would spend at least 1 hour practicing in order to be able to give the speech without the script.

The reason our group was so highly acclaimed by our teacher was that, compared with other groups, we were
the most well-prepared one. Our PPT slides were exquisitely designed with rich content and well-researched

sources. Prior to the presentation, I’d already been confident about myself.

Team work is the most efficient way to complete a complex task. Everyone in my team is amazing. It is a

pleasure to work with them. We not only successfully completed the presentation but became close since then.
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Describe an actor who you admire for playing a particular character in a film/movie.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who the actor is

Where and when you watched this person

What kind of character this person played

And explain why you admire the actor for playing this character in a film/movie.

Robert Downey Jr., an actor, is my cup of tea. Maybe some haven’t even heard of his real name and only know
the famous role he has played — Tony Stark, or Iron Man. I was first introduced to him when I watched a
superhero movie with my school friends in the cinema. I can’t remember when it was now, but I’ve been crazy

about Iron Man from then on!

Robert portrayed a charming and humorous billionaire in the series. Unlike his rich peers, Tony Stark pursued
the lofty ideal of fighting for justice and saving the world. For this purpose, he developed a suit of high-tech
armor that enabled him to fly into the sky and defended him from any attacks. In his day to day life, he is a
charming guy with humor and pizzazz. When the suit is on, he turns into a superhero who fights persistently

against all evil.

I adore Robert Downey Jr’s portrayal of Iron Man. He is incredibly awesome! I believe every boy has a dream
of becoming a superhero, and Iron Man is the very sort of idol I’d imagine myself to be in my childhood

dreams!
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Describe a place you went to where the air was not clean.

Some instructions you can follow:

Where the place was

When and Why you went there

Why the air was not clean

And explain how you felt about being in a place where the air was not clean.

A little while ago, a few of us held a birthday celebration for Anna, a good pal of mine, at a barbeque shop.

What struck me the most about the diner was its terrible air.

As everyone knows, a good ventilation system is crucial for a barbeque restaurant. That is because, if not
removed in time, the smoke produced while barbequing could quickly make the air in the place insufferable. It
might have just so happened that something went wrong with their exhaust system on that day, or it may have
always been the case with the shop, but the smoke was so heavy that I couldn’t help but keep shedding tears. I
tried to get the problem solved by making a complaint to the waiters, but things did not get any better.

As someone with an acutely sensitive respiratory system, the poor air quality had the additional effect of
making me cough uncontrollably. As soon as we finished eating, I proposed that we go somewhere else to
continue our little gathering since the dining spot had become practically unbearable. Perhaps because the rest
of the group also had a problem with the air there, my proposal gained instant support. We later settled
ourselves in an outdoor café with nice air and, with that change of environment, I found myself in a much
better mood. No sensible person would enjoy having dinner in a room filled with smoke. I, for one, would

never go back to that barbeque shop ever.
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Describe a piece of technology that you find difficult to use.

Some instructions you can follow:

What you use it for

When you got it

How often you need to use it

And explain why you find this piece of technology difficult to use.

Not long ago, I bought an expensive SLR camera in order to take better pictures. I like to record the memorable
moments of my life, and I thought this camera would be the best tool to record them. But after I bought it, |
found it wasn't as easy as I thought. There are several capture modes on the camera which are very complicated
to handle. I only knew how to use the automatic mode at first. The pictures I took were so different from what I

imagined it should be.

So, I spent days reading some books about photography which introduced the use of the SLR camera and how
to set complex parameters. Of course, it is also important to practice so I went to the park and other places to
take pictures. I devoted myself to learning it, and finally it took me about a month to master some basic skills
of photography. From then on, I often went out to take some photo with my camera. [ gradually learned how to
use an SLR camera and was able to take some good pictures. My classmates all thought I was very good at

photography and usually asked me to take pictures of them when we went out.

Although I have made great progress now, | have to admit that there is still a big gap between me and
professional photographers. I still struggle to make good use of the light and shadow when capturing. A
professional SLR is a really hard thing to use.
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Describe the part of your home where you most enjoy relaxing.

Some instructions you can follow:

What part of your home this is

When you usually relax there

How you relax there

And explain why you find this part of your home an good place to relax in.

My bedroom is the place where I feel most at ease at home. It is not big but is large enough to accommodate
everything I need. Since it comes with its own wardrobe and bathroom, it saves me the hassle of storing my
personal belongings in the shared space in the house. It is also equipped with a desk so that I can study in the

room without being disturbed.

I live in a dormitory at college and only return home during the summer and winter breaks. I am an avid reader
and find it most enjoyable to read a book by the window by myself. In my spare time, I can go through a thick
novel in just two or three days. Occasionally, I will spend time taking care of the plants on the windowsill,

watering them and letting them take a sun bath. Doing these activities fills me with a true sense of relaxation.

I love the comfort of my bedroom not just because I am free to do whatever I like there, but more importantly
because I only get to stay at home during school vacations. And that’s the only time when I can temporarily put
aside all the stresses of school and life. I don’t need to worry about getting up early for a morning class or rack
my brains trying to solve a math problem. [ can even sleep till noon. This may sound ridiculous, but I often

wish that I could curl up at home all the time and never have to go to school again.
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Describe a person you know who enjoys dressing well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What job/studies the person does

What sort of clothes the person wears

And explain why you think this person enjoys dressing well.

Michael, my roommate, is quite a chic guy. We are in the same class, with our majors in finance. He is tall, lean,
and extremely charming, [ must say. Part of the reason for his stylish image, as I see it, is that he is an expert at

dressing well and gets his outfit right.

Michael always prepares himself well every day before going to class. He will style his hair with hairspray, and
from what I can tell, he changes his hairstyle almost every week. Also, he owns a lot of clothes and shoes in
various styles. Basically, it takes him over 10 minutes every morning to decide on his OOTD, that is, outfit of
the day.

As guys, we typically don't pay much attention to our appearance. Many of my classmates, including myself,
are usually sloppy, and we just go to class wearing flip-flops and a T-shirt. Michael, however, will always put
on the latest trendy T-shirt and limited-edition Nike sneakers . And it seems to me that he also has a great eye

for color, because how he is dressed always leaves people with a brighter impression.

Though I am his roommate, I am still a little embarrassed to ask him why he cares so much about his clothing.
It is probably to do with his family background or personal habits, or maybe he dresses properly just to impress

girls. After all, Michael is the guy I know who has had the most girlfriends.
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Describe a time when you forgot an appointment (e.g. a doctor’s appointment or meeting a friend).
Some instructions you can follow:

When and where the appointment was

Why you forgot the appointment

What happened after you forgot the appointment

And explain how you felt about forgetting the appointment.

About half a month ago, I had inflammation around one of my wisdom teeth. A lot of the time, the pain was so
bad I couldn’t even eat. That was when I decided to have the tooth removed. I managed to make a doctor’s
appointment online but was only able to book a time slot that was two weeks in the future (because of the

doctors’ tight schedules).

A couple of days ago while out shopping with a friend, I received a call from the hospital and was asked to go
see the doctor as fast as I could since it was already past our agreed timeslot. I panicked. As the toothache had
gradually subsided and because it had been quite some time since I scheduled the appointment, the whole thing

had completed slipped my mind.

There was just no way for me to make it to the hospital in time since it was already four o’clock in the
afternoon and the doctor was supposed to get off work in an hour. I explained the situation to the nurse on the
line and apologized. The nurse helped me cancel the appointment and advised me that this would count as a
default on my part, and that after three defaults, I would be banned from making appointments with doctors at

their hospital.

There was no denying that it was my mistake for not keeping the appointment and I felt ashamed for having
caused others inconvenience and wasting valuable medical resources. I made another doctor’s appointment that
night, but this time I took the extra step of setting a reminder on my phone. I am confident that I won’t repeat

the same mistake this time around.
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Describe a time when you saw a lot of plastic waste in a natural environment (e.g. a park, a beach, a river).
Some instructions you can follow:

When and where you saw this plastic waste

How you think this plastic waste got there

Why you noticed it

And explain how you felt about seeing plastic waste in this natural environment.

Recently, camping has become one of the most popular outdoor activities among young people. On my last
holiday, a few friends and I went to a park to camp, but unfortunately we saw that there was a lot of plastic

garbage in the park.

It was the weekend. My friends and I took a tent, some beverages and lots of snacks to the park. After we
selected an appropriate spot, the boys started to put up the tent in the meadow while we girls were preparing
food.

I found a lot of plastic litter scattered on the lawn, such as bottles, lunchboxes and food wrappers. It was
obvious that the campers had left it behind on purpose or unconsciously. I witnessed some cleaners picking up

rubbish in the park under the hot sun, but with little success, because there was just so much trash.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s been a long time since last I traveled. On occasions where residential
buildings were quarantined, most of the citizens even couldn’t get out of their home. Enjoying the sunshine,
blue sky and getting close to nature is a rare luxury for us now. Even under such circumstances, there are still
some people who are destroying our beautiful environment. I feel very helpless and ashamed. I can't control
what other people do. All I can do is to dispose of all of my own garbage. At the same time, I would suggest

that the government provide more supervision and expose and punish those who do not obey public morality.
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Describe a friend from childhood who you remember very well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who the friend is

How you met him/her

What you used to do together

And explain why you remember this childhood friend so well.

My desk mate, Michael, impressed me the most during primary school and I still think about him from time to
time. He was very naughty and talkative, often made fun of classmates, and talked loudly and nonsense all the
time. To be honest, I did not like to deal with him at first. But he was my desk mate. I had no choice but to sit
beside him every day. We didn't talk much other than while discussing during the class and working on the

homework.

Michael just kept running his mouth and rattled on and on. In front of others, he always pretended that he knew
everything, was a real show-off, and was constantly boasting about himself. He seemed to have an
uncontrollable urge to tease others. For example, he often pulled the pigtails of other girls. He did similar

things almost every day.

I still remember that one day he lost the math textbook that he borrowed from me. At first, I thought he did it
on purpose and had a big fight with him over it. To my surprise, he bought me a new one and gave me a pencil
case as a gift on the next day. Things went well since then, I felt he was not as irritating as he looked. Even
though he loved to make trouble and was a braggart, he might just have wanted to attract the attention of others.
Deep down, he was essentially a nice person. Though we haven’t seen each other for a long time, I still recall

him very well because of such memorable experiences.
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Describe an object that you think is very beautiful.
Some instructions you can follow:

What the object is

Where you first saw the object

What it looks like

And explain how you feel about this beautiful object.

I bought a music box not long ago and it has to be one of the most beautiful pieces of craftsmanship [ have seen

in a while.

The first time I set my eyes on it was in a boutique at a mall. The store specialized in toys and had a section
dedicated to a variety of music boxes; dozens of them. The collection was somewhat untraditional, as all the
boxes were made entirely of wood. A music box with a merry-go-round structure immediately caught my eye.
It had a burlywood base and a colorful merry-go-around on top of it. On the backs of the horses were a little
girl and some small animals. The base was fitted with several small bulbs so that the box would light up when
turned on at night. The music box was exquisitely crafted and all the animals looked lifelike. Even though it

was a bit pricey, I paid for it without the least hesitation.

I think the music box would make a perfect gift and intend to give it to my girlfriend. I even had my
girlfriend’s name inscribed on the bottom of the box, an idea I borrowed from the shop assistant. My girlfriend
used to complain that my gifts to her were dull and unoriginal, but I bet she will love this one because no girl,

and I mean no girl, could resist a present that is so pretty and so lovely.
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Describe someone from another culture (e.g. a friend, a teacher) who you enjoy spending time with.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who this person is

What his/her cultural background is

When and where you met this person

And explain why you enjoy spending time with this person from another culture.

On my last summer break, I went on a trip to Tibet with my parents. While there, I embarked on a one-day tour

of Lhasa organized by a local travel agency, which was how I got to know my tour guide, Kelsang.

Born and raised in Tibet, Kelsang came from a completely different cultural background than mine. He didn’t
speak fluent Chinese and his pronunciation even sounded strange at times, but he was able to communicate
well. He had dark skin, which made his teeth look particularly white. I was impressed by Kelsang’s sincerity

and infectious smile, and really enjoyed spending time with him.

On the day of the tour, Kelsang came to our hotel early in the morning to pick us up. He greeted us in the lobby
with his signature smile and then spent the whole day guiding us around attractions with patience and care. He
also recommended local specialties and even helped plan our routes for the next few days, which proved to be

quite a time saver.

I had always considered Tibetans a mysterious people and was concerned that they might be aggressive and
difficult to get along with. But Kelsang had shown himself to be extremely warm and friendly. We had a great

day with Kelsang and I count myself lucky to have met him.
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Describe the home of somebody who you know well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Whose home this is

How often you go there

What this home looks like

And explain how you feel about this person's home.

To be honest, I barely visit my friends at home. This is because my buddies and I will usually hang out at the
mall or other public places rather than at someone's house. But I do recall going to the home of Michael, a

classmate of mine from elementary school, and it was indeed a pleasant experience.

One day, Michael told me that his dad had just bought him the latest PS4 console, and he invited me to come
over to his place and play it with him after school. I said yes, of course. After school, I happily went to his
home, which was only maybe a ten-minute walk from the school. It was a really big house, and if my memory
serves me right, there were 4 bedrooms rooms and several bathrooms. And what's more, it was luxuriously

decorated.

Well, none of the rooms could hold the attention of a young boy like me, as I went there solely for the console!
Never had I ever tried a PS4 before, and it was something completely new to me. As I recall, I got hooked on it
that first time at Michael’s house, and stayed there until it got dark. From that point on, every weekend, we

would meet up at his place to play games while his parents were working overtime! What a lovely memory!
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33: MEE—RKKNHBEXY

Describe a film/movie you enjoyed and would like to see again.
Some instructions you can follow:

What the film/movie was

When and where you saw the film/movie

What the film/movie was about

And explain why you would like to see this film/movie again.

When it comes to a film that I want to watch again, I would like to talk about my favorite film, The Pursuit of
Happiness. I have actually already watched it at least ten times, but I still want to see it again. I first watched

this movie alone on my laptop back when I was a teenager.

The film tells a story of a man named Chris and his inspirational experience. At first, he earned his living by
selling a kind of old fashion medical equipment, but it didn’t sell well. Then, his wife divorced him because he
was too poor. So, he had to start a new life with his little son. At their worst, he and his son spent some nights
in the restroom of the railway station. Luckily, he found a job selling stocks over the telephone. He worked
much harder and avoided missing any phone calls. Step by step, he earned his first fortune, and then set up a

securities company named after himself. An na ya si.

This film is so inspiring that whenever I am in bad mood or tired of study, I will watch it again, since it reminds
me that life is difficult, and success is not as easy as it sounds. Only when we put all our effort into working
hard and seek out every chance to promote ourselves, then, with a little bit of Iuck, can we get a better salary

and live a happier life. Every time after watching I feel full of fighting spirit!
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Describe a photo you took that you are proud of.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who or what was in your photo

When you took the photo

Why you took it

And explain why you are proud of this photo you took.

Not long ago, I took a picture of myself. I just love that photo so much. I've set it as my phone's wallpaper. I'm

a little proud of it every time I see it.

This photo was taken on a weekend last month when I went to a popular cafe with my good friend Anna. I'm a
big fan of selfies, and whenever I buy a new outfit or put on nice makeup, I like to take pictures of myself with
my phone. Perhaps my makeup looked a little better than usual that day, or maybe the light was just right in
that cafe. As soon as I sat down, I couldn't help but start taking pictures. I took one of my most captivating

photos of the year. In the photo, I was fair-skinned and looked very thin. I even felt like a star.

After dinner, I posted the series of photos I took that day on social media. Some friends I hadn't seen in a long
time complimented me on how much better I looked. On top of that, I got a lot of likes. Every girl wants to be
praised, and I have to admit, I was in a great mood that whole night. I think good-looking photos not only make

me proud, but also make me more confident and attractive.
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35: ETHA S HERNE

Describe a novel or a story you have read that you thought was particularly interesting.
Some instructions you can follow:

Why you read the novel story

What the novel/story was about

How long it took you to read it

And explain why you thought this novel/story was so interesting.

Throughout the National Day holiday last year, I decided to remain at home for a week because I was
frightened of embarking upon a crowded vacation. During that period, I read a book that certainly thrilled me,
which was a translation of a popular foreign book, entitled THIS IS GOING TO HURT.

It was initially endorsed to me by a companion who informed me it was hilarious and full of suspense. I've
been under an immense amount of pressure at work lately, and I sought to read a book that would dispel my
feelings of discontent. Well, it didn't disappoint me. This is a bestselling novel in the UK since I discovered it
sold out in Amazon in a very short time. The content of the novel is comprised of the private diary of a male
gynecologist, in which he muses upon the difficulties he faced, as well as all sorts of bizarre and humorous
patients. The author conveys many poignant stories in an amusing language. | also witnessed Adam's

composure and compassion and his optimistic attitude towards life.

This book is very exciting and abounds with British humor. Also, it records numerous private problems that
occur in his hospital, which makes it more captivating. I am unable to put the book down once I have started
reading it, and on one occasion I read the book nonstop until midnight. I was taken aback by Adam’s
compassion and respect for his profession. Sure enough, as the author says, obstetrics and gynecology are the

only places where patients are excited and really look forward to it.
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Describe a time when you disagreed with somebody about something.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who you disagreed with

What you disagreed about

What the result of this disagreement was

And explain how you felt about disagreeing with this person.

I remember a disagreement that happened at the end of last term. My classmates Alex and I quarreled during a
basketball match. It was a basketball knockout match between our economic school and the literature school,
which meant that the team who lost the game would be eliminated. We were the champions of last year’s

competition, but we performed very terribly in this match.

Near the end of the match, I accidentally made a mistake and passed the ball out of bounds. This was definitely
a fatal turnover and we probably would lose the match. At this time Alex complained to me for this turnover.
He thought I shouldn’t have made a mistake at this critical moment. But I didn’t agree with him as I considered

I shouldn’t be responsible for this turnover.

We were usually intimate friends, but we were both quick-tempered and fiery. Maybe it was because we were
anxious and desired to win the match, we could not control our anger and then quarreled. Although our

teammates calmed us down in time, the quarrel still affected our performance. Finally, we lost the match.

When I calmed down after the match, I felt very regretful about it. When there is a disagreement with others,
communication is the only way to solve the problem. If we could stay calm and make the best out of the

situation, we would have been likely to snatch a victory out of defeat. This was a lesson for all of us!
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Describe a time when you had to find some information.
Some instructions you can follow:

What kind of information you had to find

Where you looked for the information

How much you enjoyed looking for the information
And explain why you needed the information.

Lately, I’ve been busy with my thesis. In order to finish it, I spent almost every day looking up all kinds of

information.

At first, in order to determine the topic of my thesis, I searched the Internet for lots of relevant information.
After quite a few days, I finalized my research direction. After that, I had to write an outline. It was not so easy
as the first step. Besides searching the Internet for wanted information, I had to consult books in the library.
I’ve been up to my neck in work in the past month. But I’ve not finished the outline so far. What a pity! I
worked so hard because the thesis is necessary for me to successfully graduate from college. And a thesis is
different from the compositions we’re often asked to write. It is academical. A thesis needs to be supported by
professional knowledge and related data. And an excellent thesis needs to be supported by large amount of

information. So, I must earnestly seek useful information.

In fact, I don’t like looking for academic information. It’s really boring. I have to find out the parts that are
useful to me from the vast sea of literature and data. It’s very time-consuming. I often felt dizzy when I read

books. I prefer fun and creative work. If it’s seeking gourmet information, I believe I will be very glad to do it.
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38: ERH—FIIER

Describe an English lesson that you really enjoyed.
Some instructions you can follow:

Where the lesson took place

What the lesson was about

What the teacher did

And explain why you enjoyed this lesson so much.

I would like to discuss an English lesson I attended in primary school. Back when we had graduated to the
fourth grade, we were introduced to a new English teacher, Mike, who originates from Britain. After we were

introduced to Mike, we had weekly lessons taught by him. His lessons made a long-lasting impression on me.

Encountering Mike was actually the first time I had met a foreigner. His method of teaching was completely
dissimilar from our former English teacher. As well as using the textbook, he enjoyed conversing with us in
English, and frequently made utterly exaggerated facial expressions and gestures. Mike was the type of man
who wore his heart on his sleeve. His face beamed when he was joyful. When he was puzzled, his eyes and
eyebrows would scrunch together until they were almost closed! He is an incredibly enthusiastic person who
often broke out into laughter. No matter what we said in class, he would always praise us unreservedly. What’s
more, he also spoke a small amount of Chinese. However, due to his strange accent, he repeatedly caused the

class to burst into laughter.

I can still recall this English lesson now. Even though I didn’t exactly know every word he said at that time, I
could understand the topic by his facial expressions and body language. He brought me to the realization that

English is not simply written in books. It is essential to converse with others in order to learn English properly.
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39: SERRHIMESE

Describe a time when you succeeded in doing something that was difficult.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you succeeded in doing

Why it was difficult to do

How much help you needed

And explain how you felt when you succeeded in doing this difficult thing.

I often see bungee jumping on TV and reality shows. There is no doubt that it is a kind of dangerous but super

cool extreme sport.

It was not until last year's summer holiday that I finally made up my mind to try this extreme sport. I went to
Macau Tower, which is a famous bungee jumping place. Although I'm not afraid of heights, I still felt
frightened when I looked down from more than 200 meters in the air. It was windy at the top of the tower and
my mind went blank. It was definitely a difficult choice for me. I stayed alone for a while, going upstairs and
downstairs again and again, very confused. I finally summoned up my courage and was ready to jump. Well,
since [ had come, I thought I should leave with no regret. I spent a lot of time hesitating at the top of the tower,

but it only took me a second to decide to jump.

When I did jump, I felt nothing but the sense of weightlessness. Of course, I kept screaming during the whole
process, but I have to say it was very, very thrilling and awesome! In fact, fear always springs from our
imagination. Bungee jumping is a safe sport, only a few accidents occur every year. So, there is nothing we

have to fear, just do it!
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40: WBIBAENALY

Describe a time when someone gave you some money as a gift.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who gave you the money

Why they gave it to you

What you did with it

And explain how you felt about receiving this money.

The last time I remember someone giving me money as a gift was during Chinese New Year. So, | got lucky
money from my parents, which happens every year because I am not married yet. After I got it, I thanked them,
and greeted them with traditional Chinese New Year four letter idioms. Yet, I have received lucky money for
many years and [ usually save it in a special red box under my bed. I have to say that it has become a large
amount of money as each envelope contained at least 100 yuan. Besides, I don’t want to spend it yet, as [ want

to buy a Macbook Pro which is quite expensive.

I consider this tradition a good thing because it brings much joy to children in the Chinese New Year. On the
other hand, it is such a burden for their parents because they have to give a large amount of money to other
children, especially in the north of China. This tradition varies from the north of China to the south. People
from the north of China, such as Beijing and Tianjin usually place 500 yuan in each envelop while the southern
people give 20 yuan. It is such an interesting topic that Chinese people will argue about this every Chinese

New Year, attempting to prove that their own tradition is the right one.
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41: S EFPIHIRZ]

Describe a time when you had to share something with another person or other people
Some instructions you can follow:

What you had to share

Who you had to share with

Why you had to share

And explain how you felt about sharing something with another person other people.

I remember one of the most unusual times I shared something with another person was when I had just arrived

Beijing from Shanghai.

It was a very busy day at the airport and many people were trying to grab a taxi. Eventually I got one of my
own, but just before I was about to enter the taxi a woman rushed up to me. She asked me where my
destination was and I told her Sanlitun. She was so happy and begged me to let her share my taxi as she was
meant to be attending her brother’s birthday celebrations in Sanlitun and was almost late. She seemed so sad

that [ immediately agreed and allowed her to share my taxi.

At first, I was a bit annoyed by this because I thought it was a very impolite request to make of a stranger.
However, we got to talking in the taxi and she was an incredibly lovely woman full of warmth and kindness. I
was suddenly very happy I was able to aid such a thoughtful and friendly woman in her time of need. Moreover,
when we arrived to Sanlitun she insisted upon paying the entire taxi fare. It tells us that sharing with people is

always the right thing to do.
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42: BXRMTH

Describe a programme that you enjoyed very much (e.g. on TV or the internet).
Some instructions you can follow:

What the programme was about

Where you watched this programme

Who you watched it with

And explain why you enjoyed this programme so much.

There is a game show in China that is very popular right now. The English name for the show is “Masked
Singer”. It’s a show where the contestants are all well-known celebrities. The celebrities all need to choose an
elaborate outfit with a mask that completely conceals their face. They then take to the stage to sing a song. The
panel of judges — and of course the viewers like me at home — then need to listen to the voice of the singer and

take note of their body movements.

After the song is finished, the judges have a limited amount of questions they can ask the secret celebrity. They
need to use this opportunity to gain an insight into the person’s identity. Then of course they must guess who

the celebrity is. If they fail, then the celebrity wins the game.

I watch the show every week, and it’s a highlight of my week. I can’t say I’'m very good at the game though- |
often get it wrong. I guess the reason I enjoy this show is because there is an air of mystery from the moment

the celebrity walks out on stage. We all try to guess who it is early, and we usually fail, but it’s great fun!
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Describe a part of your country that you would recommend to visitors.

Some instructions you can follow:

Which part of your country you would recommend

How you know about this part of your country

Whether many visitors go there

And explain why you would recommend this part of your country to visitors.

Among the numerous places of interest in China, I think the Imperial Palace in Beijing is well worth a visit.

The Imperial Palace is an architectural complex which used to be the residence and office of the ancient
Chinese emperors; and nowadays, something of a treasure trove. The magnificent and perfectly preserved
historical building is prestigious for its vast holdings of paintings, calligraphy, ceramics, and antiquities of the
imperial collections. For each young Chinese student learning history in school, they will be introduced to the

history of the Imperial Palace.

The Imperial Palace, as a scenic spot, appeals to all. Hundreds of thousands of people pay a visit each year, me

included. I travelled here with my family when I was a child.

The reason for my recommendation is that the Imperial Palace is the history of China in miniature, which has
seen a tumultuous decade of warfare and revolution. In the Imperial Palace, visitors cannot only learn the
history of China, but also appreciate the advanced technology of ancient architecture and numerous rare
cultural relics as well. Meanwhile, it is sort of a wake-up call for all the Chinese, as it represents revolutionary
transformation through political turmoil. As you can see here, a wide range of cultural relics from before 1949

is still missing.
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Describe something important that you learned, not in school or college.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you learned

How you learned it

How easy/difficult it was to learn

And explain why learning this was important to you.

I have enjoyed doodling ever since I was a young child. My mother noticed my talent for drawing and thought

that [ have a knack for it, so she enrolled me in a drawing course for a few years.

My drawing teacher was Mrs. Anna. She was a good teacher and had a knack for teaching students how to draw.
She told me that Drawing requires patience. It takes time to draw a good picture, and this is due to the fact that

the colors need to be coordinated perfectly, and any errors in the process require a long time to correct.

Yet, despite the patience required, I find that drawing is therapeutic, which really helps to calm me down. So
often, when I feel stressed in my study, I like to use my spare time to draw and paint. Drawing is not only
relaxation, but I can also earn some pocket money by drawing for others. So far, [ have made more than 1,000
Yuan by drawing manga profile pictures for others online. Although painting is difficult to learn and I have

suffered a lot in the process of learning, I think it's all worth it.
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Describe a person you know who enjoys growing plants (e.g. flowers, vegetables, fruit trees).
Some instructions you can follow:

How you know this person

What plants this person enjoys growing

Where this person grows plants

And explain why you think this person enjoys growing these plants.

If there is one person that I know who likes planting, it is my childhood neighbor Ms. Liu, whom I
affectionately call Grandma Liu. I have known Grandma Liu for as long as I can remember and we used to both
live on the first floor. Most elderly people seem to enjoy planting flowers, but not Grandma Liu. She grew a

variety of vegetables in the open space in front of her door.

Grandma Liu’s vegetables were mostly cabbages and small onions, along with some peppers and loofahs. The
loofahs in particular were a pretty sight. They climbed up Grandma’s window as if adorning it with a green
painting that was very pleasing to the eye. When harvest seasons came, Grandma Liu would bring us some of

her vegetables and proudly announced to my mom that she had grown them herself.

I reckon Grandma Liu must love her vegetable garden a lot. On the one hand, growing vegetables can make her
life fuller by taking up some of the free time elderly people normally have and serve as a source of pleasure
that she could not get otherwise. On the other hand, most senior people do not find vegetables on the market to
be fresh or healthy. When mass production is involved, pesticides are unavoidable. The satisfaction one can get

from eating vegetables grown with one’s own hands must be unparalleled.
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Describe a popular place for playing sport (e.g. a stadium, a sports centre) that you know about.
Some instructions you can follow:

Where this place for playing sport is

How you know about this place

Whether you have visited this place

And explain why you think this place for playing sport is popular.

Old Trafford is a world-famous stadium and is also known for its nickname, that is, the Theatre of Dreams.
Located in the city of Manchester, England, it is the home of the well-known Manchester United Football Club.

I got to know it when I was very young as a big fan of Manchester United.

The stadium is so vast that it may be among the largest in the world. Every weekend, there are Premier League
games held there. And on other occasions, the venue also hosts music festivals, concerts, and other

entertainment events.

Unfortunately, I have not yet had the opportunity to visit. I have always dreamed of going to a Manchester
United game at Old Trafford ever since I was a kid. If one day I make it to the UK, then I'll definitely spare the
time to see a game there! And maybe I could take a picture with Cristiano Ronaldo if I should ever get the

chance!

Manchester United is a team with a long history and millions of fans, and it is home to numerous superstars
including David Beckham and Cristiano Ronaldo. To my knowledge, the Club has the largest number of fans
among all soccer teams in the world, so its home, Old Trafford, is certainly a famous venue. Every soccer fan, |

believe, must have heard of this place.
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Describe a person who inspired you to do something interesting.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What interesting thing you did

How this person inspired you to do this thing

And explain how you felt after this person inspired you to do something interesting.

I love taking photos. I believe it is very interesting. Whenever I see delicious food or beautiful scenery, I would

like to record them.

Recently, my mother bought me a SLR camera that I had been asking for. I feel very grateful for that because
she always supports my hobbies and interests. After that, I frequently visited some internet famous restaurants
and coffee shops with my friends and took photos there. I have to say that both in terms of color and quality,
photos taken by the camera are much better than those taken by a mobile phone. Whenever I post photos taken

by me on social media, many of my friends would like the photos. This makes me feel very proud.

At this point, I must thank my mother for supporting and encouraging me each time when I have some new
ideas. Recently, I became obsessed with photography, so she bought me the most expensive camera and signed
me up for an online photography training course in summer vacation. She usually tells me that besides study,

youngsters should have things they like to do.

I think the encouragement from my mother is very important to me. She not only supports me economically but

also gives me great confidence. She makes me feel [ am a gifted person and so I become more confident.
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Describe a time when you made a decision to wait for something.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you decided to wait for

What you did while you were waiting

How you felt while you were waiting

And explain why deciding to wait was a good/bad decision.

Not long ago, there was a new outbreak of novel coronavirus in my city due to a few out-of-town visitors.
Unlike before, this time the virus spread very fast. In order to reduce the risk of transmission, the government

required everyone to go do a nucleic acid test.

The inspection point was right at the gate of my community. When I went downstairs, [ found there was

already a sea of people waiting in line to get a test. Anxiously, I joined the queue as fast as possible.

Summer evenings were sultry and the heat wave was unbearable. At first, [ didn’t feel bored. I chatted with my
mother while standing in line. But as time went by, I gradually lost my patience. My clothes were soaking wet
and I looked like I had just got out of a swimming pool. In the end, I waited for more than two hours to get my

nucleic acid test done. I hope I will never have to experience this again.

I think it's a bad decision to line up for nucleic acid tests. I had been waiting for a long time to get the acid test
done before I planned to give up. It was foolish to leave at that moment. If I can swing it, I think I will go to a
nearby hospital or a testing site with fewer people to do it. Although the testing point of my community is far

closer, it takes a far longer time than other places.
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Describe a place you went to do an outdoor activity.

Some instructions you can follow:

Where you went and when

What outdoor activity you did at this place

Why you did this outdoor activity

And explain how you felt about doing the outdoor activity at this place.

Each spring, all of our classmates will go for a spring outing. This year is no exception. After a round of voting,

we chose Baiyun Mountain as the destination this year. Our goal is to climb to the top of Baiyun Mountain.

On the morning of one weekend, we started off with great strength and vigour. Baiyun Mountain is not so high
and is more like a park. You may choose to walk to the mountain top or take a cable car. We carried food and
water in our backpacks and walked all the way up. We walked and talked along the way and took photos of
each other. Although the mountain is not high, it took us 3 hours to get to the top.

As to why we choose to climb the mountain, one reason is that it has no sporting risk and it’s a relatively safe
outdoor activity, the other is most of our classmates have not been to Baiyun Mountain, so they were curious

about this famous scenic spot in Guangzhou city.

The fact showed that our outing plan was very successful. All of our classmates had great fun. We chatted and
enjoyed with songs and laughter along the way. Though we attended classes every day, we had little chance to

have a trip together. I think it’s very interesting to take a trip with classmates.
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Describe a problem you had when you bought something in a shop/store or online.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you bought

Where and when you bought it

What problem you had with it

And explain how you felt about having this problem.

A few weeks ago, I bought a dress online. Then, I ran into some problems. This made the shopping experience

unpleasant for me.

I had seen a similar style of dress at the mall before, only the brand at the mall was expensive. | even asked the
salesperson if there were some discounts. The answer was no. The next day, | was surprised to find the same
style online, but it was only a third of the price of the mall. I immediately placed an order for the dress on

Taobao.

After I received it, I carefully looked at the dress and it was more or less the same as the one in the mall.
However, I found some problems shortly afterwards. After [ washed it, the dress started to shrink and it became
smaller than before. And it no longer fits. After a while, the fabric of the dress also started to become wrinkled.

All this made me very unhappy.

I contacted the seller online and unfortunately, the seller did not admit his fault. The owner told me that the
problem was caused by my improper maintenance. He said it was not a quality problem. The clothes that have
been worn cannot be returned or exchanged. This made me very mad. From this, I understand the truth that you
get what you pay for. Although the price of things online is good, the after-sales service is far worse than at the

mall.
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