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Describe a novel or a story you have read that you
thought was particularly interesting.

Some instructions you can follow:

Why you read the novel story

What the novel/story was about

How long it took you to read it

And explain why you thought this novel/story was
so interesting.

Describe a film/movie you enjoyed and would like
to see again.

Some instructions you can follow:

What the film/movie was

When and where you saw the film/movie

What the film/movie was about

And explain why you would like to see this
film/movie again.

(Bt (A7 R P AE i)

A book that had a huge impression on me from a very young age is The Lord of the Rings. The Lord of the
Rings is a trilogy, but the book that I find the most exciting is the first book, The Fellowship of the Ring.

The Fellowship of the Ring is a very famous fantasy novel. Its plot follows a mismatched group of people who
are thrust into an adventure to save the world. The two main characters, Sam and Frodo, must destroy an evil
ring to defeat the enemy. My dad bought me this book when I was a young child. He was a big fan of fantasy

literature and read Tolkien when he was a teenager. Thus, he was very excited to share this experience with me.

I believe I read this book in only three to four days. The plot is highly interesting, full of fantasy and wild
imagination. Every time I read, I was immersed in the story, as if [ was on an adventure with the protagonist. It
is a novel that inspires courage, strength, and dedication. It also taught me the importance of true friendship, as

well as to have love and respect for those for whom you care deeply.

Not only was the narrative interesting, but it was also a bonding experience between my dad and me. It is a
memory | cherish deeply. Furthermore, I can tell it brought such elation to my father to see his child loving

something he also loves dearly.
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A film that had a huge impression on me from a very young age is Lord of the Rings. Lord of the Rings is a
trilogy but the film that had the greatest impact on me is the first film The Fellowship of the Ring.

The Fellowship of the Ring is a fantasy film based on the novels of J. R R. Tolkien, the plot follows a
mismatched group of people who are thrust into an adventure to save the world. The two main characters, Sam
and Frodo, must destroy an evil ring to defeat the enemy. I watched this when I was a young child in the
cinema with my father. My father was a big fan of fantasy literature and read the Tolkien novels when he was a

teenager. Thus, he was very excited to share this experience with me.

I think that the film is highly educational as the plot follows the intense struggle of the main characters to
overcome a monumental feat. It is a novel that inspires courage, strength, and dedication. It also taught me the

importance of true friendship as well as to have love and respect for those for whom you care deeply.

I am eager to watch it again with my dad to review the childhood memories. Furthermore, I can tell it brought

such elation to my father to see his child loving something he also loves dearly.
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Describe an English lesson that you really enjoyed. Describe someone from another culture (e.g. a
Some instructions you can follow: friend, a teacher) who you enjoy spending time with.
Where the lesson took place Some instructions you can follow:
What the lesson was about Who this person is
What the teacher did What his/her cultural background is
And explain why you enjoyed this lesson so much. When and where you met this person
And explain why you enjoy spending time with this
person from another culture.

(32— 9B R

I would like to discuss an English lesson I attended in primary school. Back when we had graduated to the
fourth grade, we were introduced to a new English teacher, Mike, who originates from Britain. After we were

introduced to Mike, we had weekly lessons taught by him. His lessons made a long-lasting impression on me.

Encountering Mike was actually the first time I had met a foreigner. His method of teaching was completely
dissimilar from our former English teacher. As well as using the textbook, he enjoyed conversing with us in
English, and frequently made utterly exaggerated facial expressions and gestures. Mike was the type of man
who wore his heart on his sleeve. His face beamed when he was joyful. When he was puzzled, his eyes and
eyebrows would scrunch together until they were almost closed! He is an incredibly enthusiastic person who
often broke out into laughter. No matter what we said in class, he would always praise us unreservedly. What’s
more, he also spoke a small amount of Chinese. However, due to his strange accent, he repeatedly caused the

class to burst into laughter.

I can still recall this English lesson now. Even though I didn’t exactly know every word he said at that time, I
could understand the topic by his facial expressions and body language. He brought me to the realization that

English is not simply written in books. It is essential to converse with others in order to learn English properly.
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Considering the topic of interesting foreigners, I would like to discuss my foreign English teacher in primary
school. He is an utterly fascinating foreigner, who has left a deep and lasting impression upon me. His name is
Mike, who originates from Britain. His hair is brunette and curly. He is a lanky man, very tall and slim, and

overall, he is rather handsome.

Encountering Mike was actually the first initial time I had met a foreigner. His method of teaching was
completely dissimilar from our former English teacher. As well as using the textbook, he enjoyed conversing
with us in English, and frequently made utterly exaggerated facial expressions and gestures. Mike was the type
of man who wore his heart on his sleeve. His face beamed when he was joyful. When he was puzzled, his eyes
and eyebrows would scrunch together until they were almost closed! He is an incredibly enthusiastic person
who often broke out into laughter. No matter what we said in class, he would always praise us unreservedly.

Every aspect of his character has made a long-lasting impression on me.

Mike is an English teacher I esteem. His lessons were always full of fun and jokes. It was very interesting to
attend his lessons. He brought me to the realization that English is not simply written in books. It is essential to
converse with others in order to learn English properly. I just admire him so much and will think about him

from time to time.
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Describe a popular place for playing sport (e.g. a | Describe a place you went to do an outdoor activity.

stadium, a sports centre) that you know about. Some instructions you can follow:

Some instructions you can follow: Where you went and when

Where this place for playing sport is What outdoor activity you did at this place

How you know about this place Why you did this outdoor activity

Whether you have visited this place And explain how you felt about doing the outdoor

And explain why you think this place for playing | activity at this place.

sport is popular.

(X Iz 3 )

I often go to the stadium at our school. It is a popular outdoor place. Everybody knows it. The stadium is built

next to student dormitories, probably to facilitate students’ daily exercise.

The first time I went to the stadium was when I was a freshman and my roommate invited me to come here to
play basketball. After that, I often came here to work out. The stadium is spacious, and there are many sports
facilities inside. We can run, play soccer and badminton. [ like to play sports, and I usually invite my

classmates to come here after school to play badminton.

I feel happy when I play sports here, partly because the venue and equipment are new, and partly because the
lights are turned on at night, and I can continue to play sports outdoors. Every time I see so many people

around me playing sports here, | feel energetic again.

I am sure even someone who doesn’t like sports will like here. Almost all the big school events are held in the
stadium, such as the campus singing competition, the school sports meeting, the welcome party for freshmen,
and so on. These are all popular programs among the students. Some students also like to walk in the stadium
with their male and female friends, and I believe that everyone has made good memories. That is the reason

why this stadium is so popular.
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I often go to the stadium at our school. It is a popular outdoor place. Everybody knows it. The stadium is built

next to student dormitories, probably to facilitate students’ daily exercise.

The first time I went to the stadium was when I was a freshman and my roommate invited me to come here to
play basketball. After that, I often came here to work out. The stadium is spacious, and there are many sports
facilities inside. We can run, play soccer and badminton. I like to play sports, and I usually invite my

classmates to come here after school to play badminton.

Badminton is also not a very physically demanding sport. This means it is an easy way to exercise and get the
blood pumping without the risk of over exerting myself. Thus, if I am ever struggling to study, I go to the
stadium and play a short round of badminton. After this, I will feel much more energized which helps me focus

on my studies.

I feel happy when I play sports here, partly because the venue and equipment are new, and partly because the
lights are turned on at night, and I can continue to play sports outdoors. Every time I see so many people

around me playing sports here, | feel energetic again.
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Describe a time when you had to share something | Describe a time when you disagreed with somebody

with another person or other people about something.
Some instructions you can follow: Some instructions you can follow:
What you had to share Who you disagreed with
Who you had to share with What you disagreed about
Why you had to share What the result of this disagreement was
And explain how you felt about sharing something | And explain how you felt about disagreeing with
with another person other people. this person.
(> RN )

I recently suggested to my dorm-mates that we get a washing machine for ourselves in our room and split the
cost between us. There is no doubt that the washing machine has completely changed my life. I no longer need

to handwash my clothes.

At first, my roommates disagreed. First, they thought buying a washing machine was redundant and
unaffordable spending. Moreover, we only have a narrow balcony that would become even narrower with a
washing machine. I told them it would only cost 200 yuan each to split it up. The washing machine could be
placed at the corner of the balcony and wouldn’t occupy much space. After three weeks of relentless coaxing,

they finally agreed.

At the beginning, I considered the washing machine as a personal item. It would be great if I could buy one for
myself. However, due to the limited space of my dormitory, I have to share a washing machine with my

roommates. It is impossible for all of us to buy one.

After buying the washing machine, | basically use it once every 3-4 days. Even though it is shared between
four people, as long as we agree on the washing plan in advance, one washing machine can meet our needs.
Throw your clothes in, pour in a bit of detergent and conditioner, and there you have it — a load of fresh
laundry in an hour. This also saves me a lot of money, which I can spend on whatever I want. I have to say,

sharing a washing machine is definitely a good idea.
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Several months ago, I had a big disagreement with my dorm mate Anna, which was all about my idea of buying
a washing machine.

Anna held an opposing opinion. First of all, she thought buying a washing machine was redundant and
unaffordable spending. I told her it would only cost 200 yuan each to split it up. Moreover, we only have a
narrow balcony that would become even narrower with a washing machine. But I didn’t agree with her opinion
because without a washing machine, I would have no choice but to handwash my clothes. The number of
classes I have to attend daily always leaves me drained by the end of the day, so handwashing, especially

during summer when the laundry load increases, is simply too much time and energy

Since Anna and I share a room, I can’t make the decision on my own. So, I had to prevail upon her almost
every day with the advantages of getting a washing machine and the time that we would save. After three

weeks of relentless coaxing, she finally agreed.

Although the matter was finally satisfactorily resolved, it still gave me food for thought. Anna and I come from
different families, so we have different lifestyles. Since we live together, we should consider problems from the

perspective of each other. In this way, many problems can be solved easily.
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Describe a time when you had to find some | Describe a time when you made a decision to wait

information. for something.

Some instructions you can follow: Some instructions you can follow:

What kind of information you had to find What you decided to wait for

Where you looked for the information What you did while you were waiting

How much you enjoyed looking for the information | How you felt while you were waiting

And explain why you needed the information. And explain why deciding to wait was a good/bad
decision.

(73 2G5 B Z1)

When I cast my mind back over recent memories, I recall when I was commuting by bus to a crucial interview,
and was caught in a traffic jam. My heart was torn with anxiety since it was likely I would miss the interview if

the situation didn’t improve soon.

At that time, I needed to search for some information that could show me the fastest route to my destination. So,
I used Baidu Maps on my phone for the most expedient route to my interview. It revealed to me that there was
a traffic accident ahead, and it was estimated to take over 30 minutes to pass through by bus. Alternatively, I
could walk to the nearest metro station within 10 minutes and commute there by subway. So, I immediately left

the bus and ran to the metro station.

We live in an era of information overload. Now there are many ways for us to find useful information quickly.
Baidu maps is a very useful app. I like to use it to query road conditions. This information makes my travel
more convenient and efficient. When we have an emergency, real-time traffic information is very important. If I
didn’t use my mobile phone to navigate and had just waited in the bus, I would have definitely missed my

interview.

Fortunately, | arrived there on time. Baidu Maps has helped me to better plan my travel routes and get to my

destination within the shortest possible time.
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When I cast my mind back over recent memories I recall when I was commuting by bus to a crucial interview,
and [ was caught in a traffic jam. My heart was torn with anxiety since it was likely I would miss the interview

if the situation didn’t improve soon.

I used Baidu Maps on my phone for the most expedient route to my interview. In this moment, I found I was at
a crossroads. One option was to be patient and trust the traffic would clear. The other was to immediately
depart the bus and sprint as fast as my legs could carry me to the nearby subway station, and then continue my
commute via subway. The navigation software showed that the two methods took about the same amount of

time. I decided to wait on the bus, hoping the congestion would ease soon.

As I was nervous, my palms were sweating and I could hardly sit still. I tried using different navigation
software to find out which route would be the fastest. Yet this did little to ease my anxiety. I kept looking at my

watch, hoping that time would slow down a bit.

After about half an hour, the bus finally passed the congested section. This directly caused me to arrive ten
minutes behind schedule. Because I was so anxious, my performance in the interview was not ideal. At that

moment, [ felt that I had made a mistake in waiting that morning.

This was a lesson for me. Whenever I am confronted with obstacles, it’s necessary to keep calm and be swift in
my decision making, as hesitation will do nothing but waste my time, and thus cause me to miss important

opportunities.
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Describe a part of your country that you would recommend to visitors.

Some instructions you can follow:

Which part of your country you would recommend

How you know about this part of your country

Whether many visitors go there

And explain why you would recommend this part of your country to visitors.

Not long ago, I went on a short trip with some of my friends. The destination was a famous old town. The
whole village was tranquil and beautiful and there were few tourists about. We enjoyed spending our time

wandering there. I would wholeheartedly recommend it to other visitors.

This town is a few kilometers away from our school. It’s was recommended to me by friends a long time ago.
There are countless ancient buildings within the village and a small river surrounding the whole town. As well
as the beautiful scenery, there are some interesting boutique shops in the village. Aside from the hustle and
bustle of downtown, this town is very tranquil. There are only a few people in the street. Motor and electric
vehicles are also forbidden there. So walking is the only means of transportation in this ancient town.
Wandering along the path, visitors can clearly hear the sound of the river running. So, it is enjoyable to stroll

with friends in such a beautiful and quiet place.

The reason why I recommend this town to visitors is that it is not commercialized like other ancient towns.
Here visitors can experience the old town residents' daily life, and try the peasant dishes in the village. It's a

unique experience that you don't see anywhere else.
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Describe a friend from childhood who you remember very well.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who the friend is

How you met him/her

What you used to do together

And explain why you remember this childhood friend so well.

When [ was in primary school, I had a very close friend, Mike, who was also my neighbor. Every evening after
dinner, my parents used to take me to a park in our community to play games with others. That's where I met
Mike.

He’s only a few months younger than me. He looks kind of chubby, but you shouldn’t judge a book by its cover.
He is highly intelligent yet carries himself with humility. Whenever I had finished my homework, [ would play

with him in our community. We would share our toys with each other and he even taught me how to ride a bike.

He is the smartest boy that I have ever met. When we were young, we went to the same math tuition classes,
and I could not help but notice how quickly he could come up with the right solutions. In addition, he is also an
admirable independent learner. Every time he got a new toy, he would know how to work it almost without

reading the instructions.

His intelligence and amiability left a deep impression on me. I’ve always admired modest and friendly people,
and those characteristics are what you can expect from my cousin. He is one of those humble and friendly
people. He is never one to brag about his achievements, and always tries his best to help out. These excellent

qualities of his had a great influence on me, and [ will always remember this precious friend.
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Describe an object that you think is very beautiful.
Some instructions you can follow:

What the object is

Where you first saw the object

What it looks like

And explain how you feel about this beautiful object.

When I was a young child, every Chinese New Year, my uncle would buy me a new lantern, which is a custom
in China. The small lanterns represented the elders’ expectations and wishes for the younger ones. Growing up,
I still like to buy a lantern for festivals. Not long ago, I bought myself a beautiful lantern for the Mid-Autumn

Festival.

This was a cute goldfish lantern made of silk, about the size of my palm. The goldfish's tail was made of wire
and could turn into different shapes. There was a light bulb in the lantern and you could press a switch on the
handle so that the whole lantern lit up. I saw this lantern for the first time in a small store on the roadside and

immediately decided to buy it.

I have a fondness for this paper lantern, on the one hand because they are beautiful. A piece of ordinary fabric
can turn into various cute animal shapes. And many lanterns can be hung together to become charming scenery.
On the other hand, lanterns add more sense to festivals. Whenever I see red lanterns, I immediately feel that it

is about to be a holiday.
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Describe a time when someone gave you some money as a gift.
Some instructions you can follow:

Who gave you the money

Why they gave it to you

What you did with it

And explain how you felt about receiving this money.

When I was working a part time job in a mall last summer, I helped a lost girl find her mother. Her mother

thanked me sincerely for this and gave me some money as a token of gratitude.

It was a weekend which could not have been more ordinary. My roommate Anna and I were handling some
affairs in the mall when I saw a little girl sitting on the ground, crying. I did not give it much thought at first,
but when I realized that she was still there, crying, after I finished my work, it suddenly occurred to me that the

girl might have been lost and separated from her parents. So, I approached her and asked what had happened.

She indeed had got separated from her mother, so I immediately took her to the mall’s information desk. The
staff responded quickly and tried to help the girl find her mother through the Tannoy. Soon, her mother came
rushing over to the information desk. She was thrilled to have her daughter back and could not stop thanking
me. She even offered me some cash as a token of gratitude. At first, I felt happy to receive the money, but after
several seconds’ thought, I realised that I did not help her for the reward, I simply did so because it was the
right thing to do. So, I refused to take the money as a gift. She ended up buying Anna and me two drinks with
the money, which we gladly accepted.

While helping this little girl out felt only like a simple act of decency, to the mother, however, it was a big

favor.
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Describe a photo you took that you are proud of.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who or what was in your photo

When you took the photo

Why you took it

And explain why you are proud of this photo you took.

Not long ago, I took a picture that [ am very satisfied with and proud of. It was a picture of me and my best
friends. It was taken when we went on a graduation trip to Xiamen, a coastal city we all love. We had been

looking forward to this trip for a long time. We eventually had a great time in Xiamen.

Although we had known each other for four years, we had never taken a formal photo together. One day before
leaving, at my suggestion, we took a photo by the wharf in Gulangyu Island. In this picture, we were all

smiling happily. Although it looks like an ordinary photo, it means a lot to me.

Graduating from college is an important milestone for everyone. This shows that it has come to a stage where I
need to become independent, and shoulder my own portion of the responsibility in this society. At the end of
this trip, I would go on another journey, which means we will go to different places to live. Who knows when

we’ll meet again.

I am proud of this photo not only because the scenery in the photo is beautiful, but also because it carries the
beautiful affection between our friends. Every time I turn on my phone and see this picture, I can recall the

wonderful life in college.
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Describe a person who inspired you to do something interesting.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What interesting thing you did

How this person inspired you to do this thing

And explain how you felt after this person inspired you to do something interesting.

Anna is my best friend on campus. We have plenty of common interests, one of which is food and delicacies,

so there’s no stopping it once the conversation starts.

Recently, I have wanted to run a WeChat public account about the food on campus. When I first told Anna
about my idea, I was afraid she would laugh at me. Unexpectedly, she thought it was a great idea and told me
that it would be a pleasure to share some excellent recommendations with others. If the official account can be

successfully operated, it might even make us some profit.

Anna is an outgoing and social girl who is always well informed about the latest breaking news and trends. She
trumps me by a mile in this respect, and never fails to surprise me. For example, she is always good at sharing
any new and obscure diner she finds with me. The most important thing is that she knows a lot about food.
After she knew I wanted to run a public account, she shared a lot of useful information with me. Thanks to

Anna's encouragement and help, my first tweet was completed quickly.

As a lover of food, all I ever wanted was to make a friend with whom I can talk and pour my heart out. My first
tweet has been read by hundreds of people now. If my official account is really profitable in the future, I will

treat Anna to an expensive dinner.
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17: SERHIMESE

Describe a time when you succeeded in doing something that was difficult.
Some instructions you can follow:

What you succeeded in doing

Why it was difficult to do

How much help you needed

And explain how you felt when you succeeded in doing this difficult thing

When I was young, I accomplished a very difficult thing, which was learning to swim. If my memory serves
me right, it happened when I was in junior high school. My family believed it was very useful and important to
learn swimming, so they enrolled me in a swimming class during the summer vacation. To be honest, I didn't
want to learn swimming during the holiday. I wanted to go shopping with my classmates or go to the

amusement park. But my parents had signed me up, so I had to learn.

It was not until I began to learn swimming that I found it was a very difficult task. I learned breaststroke, which
is a relatively easy stroke in swimming. But when I first started, I couldn’t coordinate my arms and my legs,
which meant I could only use my arms without moving my feet, or I could only use my feet without moving

my hands. It sounds like a strange thing, but I realized that [ didn’t have the knack for swimming.

Fortunately, with constant practice, I was able to learn breaststroke before the end of the class. Though I wasn't
able to swim long distances, I could swim! Also, it meant that I did have a survival skill which I still felt very

relieved about.
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Describe a person you know who enjoys dressing well.

Some instructions you can follow:

Who the person is

What job/studies the person does

What sort of clothes the person wears

And explain why you think this person enjoys dressing well.

(AR

Among all my friends, my roommate Anna is the one who knows best how to dress up. She is a pretty girl with

a tall and slender figure, and fair skin. She is always well dressed. So, she is very popular with boys.

We are both students. People who don’t know her think she majors in art. But her major is finance. While [ am
used to wearing T-shirts and jeans when I go out, she would always be in her delicate dress and carry a
nice-looking single-shoulder bag. Of course, she would also put on leisure wear for casual occasions.
Obviously, each of her outfits is carefully selected, so all the items look very harmonious both in terms of style

and color. I often believe she could work as a fashion blogger and perhaps I would turn into her fan.

As Anna’s roommate, we meet every day. It’s quite obvious that she takes more care of her appearance than
anyone | know. When it comes to an important date, she would spend an hour selecting the clothes to wear.
Sometimes she would ask for my advice. Once the clothes are chosen, she would spend another hour putting on
makeup. Therefore, she has to start the preparation right after lunch for a date in the afternoon. I think it’s quite
normal that a girl likes to dress herself up. Of course, it would be better if she wouldn’t be late when I make an

appointment with her for dinner.
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Michael, my roommate, is quite a chic guy. We are in the same class, with our majors in finance. He is tall, lean,
and extremely charming, I must say. Part of the reason for his stylish image, as I see it, is that he is an expert at

dressing well and gets his outfit right.

Michael always prepares himself well every day before going to class. He will style his hair with hairspray, and
from what I can tell, he changes his hairstyle almost every week. Also, he owns a lot of clothes and shoes in
various styles. Basically, it takes him over 10 minutes every morning to decide on his OOTD, that is, outfit of
the day.

As guys, we typically don't pay much attention to our appearance. Many of my classmates, including myself,
are usually sloppy, and we just go to class wearing flip-flops and a T-shirt. Michael, however, will always put
on the latest trendy T-shirt and limited-edition Nike sneakers . And it seems to me that he also has a great eye

for color, because how he is dressed always leaves people with a brighter impression.

Though I am his roommate, I am still a little embarrassed to ask him why he cares so much about his clothing.
It is probably to do with his family background or personal habits, or maybe he dresses properly just to impress

girls. After all, Michael is the guy I know who has had the most girlfriends.
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Describe something important that you learned, not in school or college.

Some instructions you can follow:

What you learned

How you learned it

How easy/difficult it was to learn

And explain why learning this was important to you.

Last summer vacation, I fortunately passed my driving test and received a driving license, but I was not yet
able to drive on the road alone. I believe that it is not whether a person has received his license that means he
can drive safely, but whether he has accrued enough driving skills and experience to drive safely in the city or

on the highway. So, I called my dad to help improve my skill at driving.

My dad drove me to a suburban area where the roads were very broad and with almost no other cars. Under the
guidance of my dad, I practiced turning, braking, passing traffic lights and so forth. In the beginning, I was not
yet very proficient in driving. I always turned the steering wheel unconsciously so that the car would not travel
in a straight line. I think it's a very difficult skill to master. After a week of training, I was gradually becoming
more self-confident. Although I drove slowly and got nervous, I succeeded in driving safely without any

accident.

Driving is a difficult but useful skill. When I become an experienced driver, | want to go on a road trip with my
classmates. In fact, I don't really mind where we go because driving in a car will offer us a private space to chat,
to exchange gossip, and to listen to music as loud as we want. Most importantly, we can stop the car at any

moment, and in any place, so as to never miss any beautiful scenery along the road.
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Describe a time when you forgot an appointment (e.g. a doctor’s appointment or meeting a friend).
Some instructions you can follow:

When and where the appointment was

Why you forgot the appointment

What happened after you forgot the appointment

And explain how you felt about forgetting the appointment.

Not too long ago, I overlooked something important and made a calamitous CKXEPEMR])  mistake, but
fortunately I gained wisdom and experience from it. The mistake occurred shortly after I had commenced a
new job. I am employed as a part-time tutor for junior high school students in my spare time while I’'m at
university. I had made ample preparations (78 /& F#E) to ensure I would perform an excellent job as a tutor,

I was eager to leave a good impression on both students and parents.

Although 1 attributed significant importance (FE¥% HEAL) to this part-time job, I unexpectedly muddled and
misremembered (FEVEAIEIC T ) the date of the part-time job! When that morning arrived, just as I was
sleeping like a dog, my roommate shook me awake and informed me today was the initial (fz#Jf]) day of my

part-time job. I immediately sobered up (J&HBE ') , snatched my bag and exited the house.

From the moment I departed my dormitory, I was running behind the clock (iR 1" ). Since I was in such a haste,
I ended up entering the completely wrong subway! I felt incredibly foolish and was quite dismayed when I
realized I would have to exit the carriage and find a subway going the opposite direction. By the time I reached
the student’s home, 1 was very tardy(AR £l )! However, it taught me a very valuable lesson about being punctual.
From then on, I would confirm what activities I was engaged to do the following day before sleeping and never

depart in a rush so that I would never make such a horrendous (7J{H/#)) mistake again.
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Describe a time when you saw a lot of plastic waste in a natural environment (e.g. a park, a beach, a river).
Some instructions you can follow:

When and where you saw this plastic waste

How you think this plastic waste got there

Why you noticed it

And explain how you felt about seeing plastic waste in this natural environment.

I was quite sad recently when my family and I took a vacation to Xiamen. To some extent, the trip to Xiamen
was wonderful and I had an exciting time in this fantastic city. However, there was an aspect to Xiamen that

was a disappointment and upset me greatly.

I went to Xiamen when I was a child. The public beaches in Xiamen were very beautiful, the water was clear,
and the sand was very clean. But when I went to Xiamen last year on this vacation, I found that the beach was
badly polluted. The water quality was poor and murk, in fact, my family were concerned about the safety of

swimming in the water.

There were lots of plastic bottles and garbage bags floating in the sea and littered on the beach. I believe most
of the rubbish is littered by tourists. I found this incredibly upsetting. I think it is sad that there are many people
who are very selfish and do not care about the impact of their actions. I wish I lived in a world where people
were more conscious of their ecological impact and took greater efforts to reduce the damage we cause to the
planet. Xiamen is a beautiful city, with wonderful people, however, it would be far more beautiful without all

the pollution on the beaches. Maybe in the future, people will take more care not to litter and cause pollution.
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22: FARKIZE

Describe the home of somebody who you know well.
Some instructions you can follow:

Whose home this is

How often you go there

What this home looks like

And explain how you feel about this person's home.

Speaking of this, my aunt’s house instantly comes to mind. Since we are very close, my parents and I visit my

aunt almost once a month.

My aunt just had her second child earlier this year and since then, her house has taken on a whole new look,
which is striking. It’s a big house with four rooms and it used to seem clean and spacious. But recently, the
living room looks so cramped with baby products everywhere. My aunt not only bought new furniture for the
baby but also got rid of the tea table and used the space to set up a fenced and padded area for the baby to play
in. Besides, she has turned the guest room into a storeroom and filled it with strollers of different sizes and a

mountain of packages and diapers.

Not only that, but there are also baby cries coming from my aunt’s house almost every half hour which makes
me very anxious. To be honest, I liked my aunt’s house the way it was. Nowadays, it is simply too messy for

my taste. At my age, it is just beyond me how big a change a child can bring to a family and their house.
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23: EXRFERA

Describe a person you know who enjoys growing plants (e.g. flowers, vegetables, fruit trees).
Some instructions you can follow:

How you know this person

What plants this person enjoys growing

Where this person grows plants

And explain why you think this person enjoys growing these plants.

I like planting and growing my own flowers on our balcony. But since I grew up in the city, I rarely get to meet
people who share this interest of mine. My uncle, a farmer, is a big exception. Because our family visits him

almost every year during the Spring Festival, I have known him since I was a kid.

My uncle lives in a village. Due to its favorable geographic conditions, almost every household there grows
fruits, and so does my uncle. On his own piece of land, my uncle plants a lot of fruit trees, including apple and

pear varieties.

My uncle is passionate about planting. Every time I visit him, he will treat me to freshly picked fruits he has
grown himself and talks to me for hours on end about how he has managed to grow apples of supreme quality.
You can see the shine in his eyes when he talks about his trees and fruits. It is almost as if he is talking about a
great treasure. Every fall, his yard is stacked with boxes and boxes of apples and pears, the harvest of a whole
year’s work. For my uncle, planting is not just a hobby, but also the source of his family’s income. To him, the
fruit trees are his children. And I’ve got to say the apples my uncle grows are big and sweet and taste far better
than those you can buy in a supermarket. [ can imagine how much hard work my uncle must have put in to

produce apples of such good quality.
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24: TEWIRT R AR iR R

Describe a problem you had when you bought something in a shop/store or online.

Some instructions you can follow:

What you bought

Where and when you bought it

What problem you had with it

And explain how you felt about having this problem.

I had a rather unpleasant online shopping experience this summer and it really annoyed me.

I bought sunscreen from Taobao (an online shopping platform of the Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba Group)
because I and a couple of friends were going to the seaside for our holiday. Before placing the order, I made a
point of double checking the delivery schedule with the seller to ensure that I would get the item the day before
I set off.

Imagine my surprise when I was checking the delivery status online and found out that the seller would not
deliver the sunscreen as scheduled. When 1 angrily challenged the seller, I was told that the article was
temporarily out of stock. Although the seller apologized, I still found it hard to forgive them for making such a
rookie mistake. You will have to understand with the sun on the beach, I could very well get burned without
sunscreen. | had no choice but to rush to a shopping mall to get one of the same brands I had ordered online.
And to make matters worse, it cost twice as much as its online equivalent. I couldn’t help but feel that I had
suffered a great loss. The oversight of the online seller not only cost me hundreds of yuan extra but also spoiled
my mood. I made a complaint about the online merchant, but it did not help. The lesson is online shopping
offers you the benefit of cheap goods but problems, such as delays in delivery, can occur. The next time I shop

online, I will make sure to plan well ahead.
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25: EXKTHH

Describe a programme that you enjoyed very much (e.g. on TV or the internet).
Some instructions you can follow:

What the programme was about

Where you watched this programme

Who you watched it with

And explain why you enjoyed this programme so much.

ROCK & ROAST is a competitive network show that I enjoy watching. This show originated in the United
States and has become popular all over China. If I remember correctly, it is held in Shanghai around June to
August of each year. The organizers conduct multiple rounds of selection across the country. The contestants
then need to pass several tests, with the eventual winner earning the title of ROCK & ROAST King. Each

round of selection is broadcast on Tencent Video.

I know this show because of my roommate who likes to watch ROCK & ROAST. Then I became a big fan of

the show too. Every Friday, we sit in front of the computer on time and watch it together.

I like this show because it appeals to me in its form and content. One of the most impressive aspects of the
show is that everyone must make five minutes of stand-up comedy. The contestants are not only professional
stand-up comedians but also fascinating people from all walks of life. Some are policemen, some are chefs, and
the contestants share funny stories from various industries with everyone. Their funny words are full of
thoughts on life or society, which are new and attractive. Every time [ watch the show, I laugh until my

stomach hurts. All my worries flee away afterward.
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