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Topic 1 Study® (& school) (BNERE I RME; TAEHKRA AAE % E/K)
EEXBEMNABRAR, WEFRE, WG Penny BB ANB LA BB BB FNITH
1. What do you do? / Do you work or study? (&%)

I’m a_senior student at Hunan University, and 1I’m studying computer science now.

2. Do you study best in the morning or the afternoon? / Do you prefer to study in the morning
or in the afternoon? (F& )

| think it’s good to study in the morning. | have to wake up earlier, but when | finish my daily list?, |
have the rest of the day off. And the afternoon is usually a better time of day to enjoy myself.

3. Do you sometimes feel that you have to study too hard? (&)
Yeah, I’ve had that feeling before. My program is pretty hard. It takes up a lot of my time. | don’t
always get the grade that | want. So I do a lot of work. It can be really exhausting?®.

4, What do you like to do just after you finish class every day? (&)
I like to go for a walk or do something to relax. Walking is great because | can enjoy the fresh air. If
I can’t go for a walk, I’ll stay at home. It’s nice to just waste time on my phone.

5. Which university do you go to?

The university 1 go to is called XXX University. It’s a very good university in China. I’m really proud
to be a student there. Honestly, | was so close to being rejected because | thought my grade couldn’t
meet the enrollment requirement* of my university.

6. What technology can help you learn better? /What technology do you use when you study?
There are lots of websites and apps that can test your knowledge. You just input your terms® and then
you can use online flashcards®. 1’ve used them to memorize important terms before an exam. They
help a lot when you’re in a rush to’ study class content.

7. Are you looking forward to working?
Yes, | am. I’ve been a student for almost 16 years. | really hope to get a good job after graduating
from college. 1t’1l be a big change for me. | want to support myself financially®, which will make my
parents proud. | can’t wait to find a good job.
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Topic 2 Work® (B W E S & S 3R, Z4KA AKX % E )
EEBEMNBLAR, WEFRE, AFE Penny BB NIBHMA BB R EHFNITH].
1. What do you do? / Do you work or study?/ What’s your job? (53%)

Now I’m working fulltime as a programmer at Baidu; I’ve been working there for 5 years.

2. Do you like your job?/Why did you choose to do that type of job? (Fi#i)

Yes, | love my job. I’m happy to help people every day. Besides, it’s a really good company to work

for. The pay'? is good and they even hand out bonuses™ twice a year!

3. Have you always wanted to do this kind of work? (F=#%)

No, | haven’t always wanted to do this kind of work. When | was little, | wanted to be an astronaut.

Now | have a more realistic job*?. It’s not what | expected. But | really like it.

4. Do you sometimes feel that you have to work too hard? (&)

Yes, sometimes | feel that way. | work really hard at my job, but sometimes it feels like I’m still

behind*3. So | just have to try my best. It can be very stressful.

5. What do you like to do just after you finish work every day? (&%)

When I finish work, | like to go for a run. | get stressed very easily at my job. Going for a run helps

me relieve the pressure of my job. I always feel better after.

6. Do you work best in the morning or the afternoon? (&%)
I think it’s better to work in the morning. You have to wake up earlier, but when you finish your daily

list*, you have the rest of the day off. And the afternoon is usually a better time of day to enjoy

yourself.

7. Do your coworkers help you at work? Who is the most helpful co-worker?
I work as an HR specialist. So my coworkers often help me with the group tasks. When | was new at

the job, my co-worker Penny was really helpful. She taught me everything | know.
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8. What technologies do you often use at work?
I don’t use any complicated technologies at work. We use an online application to chat with each

other. But it’s not hard to use. Plus, | use typical office software®. Most of my job involves phone

calls and emails. It’s nothing fancy?®.

9. Do you miss being a student?
No, I don’t really miss being a student. It was fun to study something that I liked. But it was hard.
Going to school isn’t always easy. | had to do lots of assignments and exams. | like being more

independent now that I’ve graduated.
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Topic 3 Major’(B@WERE I FmME; TIEBEMZEBERENEY)
EXEBEMANBRAR, WERE, AIRALE Penny BB NBELM A B R HBFANITH .
1. What is your major? /What are you studying? (&)

I’m studying computer science at Hunan University. | feel happy being enrolled in this program,

because 1I’m interested in coding. Plus, I think I’m good at it since my math is good.

2. Do you like your major? Is it very interesting? (BEi#i)
Yes, | like my major. But you know... there will always be parts you like and parts you don’t like.

For example, the field training is very interesting, but the theoretical courses are boring because some
of them are difficult to understand.

3. Why did you choose to study that (major)? /Have you always wanted to study this(major)?
(FR#I)

Well, the main reason is that | have lots of passion in that field. | never feel bored, and | always enjoy

studying it. Actually I noticed that when I was still in high school. So, I told myself that if | went to
a college, I would take computer science as my major.

4. 1s your major difficult? (FE#R)

Version A: Yes, | think my major is difficult. I’m majoring in history. A lot of people think I just
memorize facts®®. But it’s actually more complicated. You have to show how history is still relevant.

Version B: Yeah, my major is difficult. I’m majoring in biology. Some people think that biology is
just about doing experiments. But you have to understand a lot of complicated processes. It’s also
hard to apply to real life®.

5. What kinds of help can this major bring to your future job?

I believe this major will help me communicate well with others. Knowing how to write well means
that I can explain myself clearly. That helps us work together better as a team. Studying literature also
helps me be more detail-oriented. That’s always helpful.

6. What is your plan after finishing your school?

After | graduate from school, | want a job that’s related to my major. You know, it’s cool to apply
what you’ve learned at college in the real world?*. I’m not sure what kind of job | want to have, but
I’m sure I’ll figure it out soon.
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Topic 4 Home? (& The areayou live in) CEiE HE I &HE)
EEBENMNBHRAR, WHRE, IAE Penny R\ NBHB BRI BRI H.
1. Where are you living at the moment? / Please describe the place where you live. (53R)

| live in the quieter part of a big city?. It’s easy to take transit downtown?. But it’s not very busy

where | live. There are lots of grade schools and bakeries in my neighborhood. And a lot of families

live here too.

2. What kind of house or apartment are you living in right now? / Do you live in a house or an
apartment?/ What kinds of accommodation do you live in? (&)

I’m living in an apartment by my university. It’s not big. It only has two bedrooms. But it’s cozy
enough for me. Plus, the apartment is part of a newly developed high rise®. It has a really nice view

of the city.

3. What is your favorite room? / What part of your home do you like the most? /Please describe
the room you live in. (F#i)

My favorite room in my home is definitely my bedroom. | spend most of my time in my bedroom. It
has all my favorite stuff in it, like my books, and | decorated it by myself. That really makes me feel

at home — literally?®! It’s important to have somewhere you can just relax.

4. What things make your home pleasant to live in? (&%)
My house has lots of big windows, so there’s a lot of natural light®’. | think that’s one of the best

features. Plus, I try to keep fresh flowers around so it smells nice.
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5. Do you know many other people who live nearby? /Do you know any of your neighbors? (% |

i)

Yes: Yes, | know someone who lives close to me. Her name is Sarah. She lives in a house that’s a

short walk from me?®. We both have dogs, so we like to walk them together. It’s a great way to get

some exercise.
No: No, I don’t really know my neighbours. | haven’t chatted with them much, even though | share
an elevator with them sometimes. It can get lonely, but I’m okay with it.

6. What do you like about the area you’re living in? /Where do you like to go in that area? (&
7))

There’s actually a mall close to my house. It’s only a ten-minute drive for me. | like going there to

hang out with my friends.

7. What kind of house or apartment do you want to live in in the future? / Do you prefer living
in a house or an apartment in the future?

I’d love to live in a big house in the middle of nature®. It might sound a little lonely, but I think

having a family there would be awesome. You would have lots of privacy. And if it was somewhere

nice, you could probably have a great view of the stars*°.

8. What’s the difference between where you are living now and where you have lived in the past?
Well, | used to live in a smaller city for college. Now I live in a big city. | moved there for a job. The
city is great because it has more job opportunities than the city I moved from. There are more

differences like public facilities, traffic, and lifestyles. It’s been a big change. But | really like living

in the city. It’s pretty exciting.

9. What changes do you think your neighborhood/living area needs? / Are the transport
facilities to your home very good?
Um...I think my neighborhood is good, but it would be better if there was a subway station near my

home. Now the closest subway station is about 3 kilometers away, so it’s a little far from me. | heard

the city plans to extend a subway line*! to the street next to my home. | hope it’s true.
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10. What are your roommates like? /Who do you live with?

H.I:
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Well, now | have two roommates sharing the same apartment with me. They are pretty cool. And I’d
say I’m glad to live with them. All three of us love playing video games, so we have a lot to talk about
and do together.

11. What do you usually do in your flat?
Well, when | have time alone, I like hanging out in my room. | feel really comfortable there. | usually
just sit and read, or scroll through social media®? on my phone. It’s a nice way to spend time.

12. What room does your family spend most of the time in?

I think we spend the most time in the living room. It’s a comfortable place where we can hang out.

My mom and dad sit on the couch together. I like sitting in the loveseat®®. We all watch TV or just

relax as a family.

13. How long have you lived there?

I’ve been living there for over three years. Even though | have to share a room with three roommates,

luckily they’re all easy-going®* and nice, so we get along really well with each other.

14. Will you move home in the near future? / Will you live there in the future? / Will you live
there for a long time? /Do you plan to live there for a long time?
Well, 1 don’t know if | will be moving anytime soon. I’ve been living in an apartment for several

years. It’s a comfortable place. But sometimes it’s not up to me®, I might need to work somewhere

far away later. Who knows, right?

15. Do you think it is important to live in a comfortable environment?

Yes, it is. Your mental health is impacted by your surroundings. To have a positive mindset®, you
should live somewhere comfortable. It improves your quality of life.
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Topic 5 Hometown® (E i E mE I HHE)
EEBENMNBHRAR, WHRE, IAE Penny R\ NBHB BRI BRI H.
1. Where are you from? / Where is your hometown? / Which city are you living in? (&)

My hometown is Jinan. It’s a city in Shandong province. | really love it because there're lots of

amazing attractions in the city, and people are very warm and friendly.

2. Do you like your hometown? / What do you like most about your hometown? /Please describe
your hometown a little. (FH#)
Yes, | do. I’m from Harbin. It’s famous for the Ice & Snow Festival there. Many visitors come to my

city to see it every year. | love being a tour guide and showing my friends from other cities this tourist

attraction.

3. Can you tell me some of the history (history story) of your hometown? /Did you learn about
the history of your hometown at school?

Well, my grandpa told me that a hill in my hometown was named after a war®® that happened there.

It was 2000 years ago during the Han dynasty. It was a major historical event.

4. What is your hometown famous for?

My hometown is famous for its hot springs®®. Tons of tourists go there for a hot spring bath*’. A lot

of people post good reviews of the hot springs on the internet.

5. Is there any famous person in your hometown?

The most famous one is Fan Zhongyhan. He was a great politician and writer from the Song Dynasty**.

One of his works is even included in high school textbooks nowadays.

6. How long have you been living in your hometown?
/ Do you think you will continue living there for a long time?

I’ve been living in my hometown since | was born. Honestly, I’ve never thought about leaving my

hometown because all my friends and family members are there, and the cost of living is very low.
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7. Is that a big city or a small place?
My hometown isn’t a major city in China. But it’s still pretty big. The population is about 5 million
people. So the urban area is always crowded with people. It’s also the largest city of the province by

land area.

8. Do you like the city you are living in now? /Do you like living there?
Yeah, | really love it. At first it was overwhelming. But now | can’t imagine living anywhere else.
There are always cool things happening here. For example, a lot of singers come to our city for their

concerts. It’s really exciting.

9. Is there anything that you dislike about your hometown?
Yes, | suppose so. Sometimes, the buses are really slow. So as a commuter*, | get frustrated having
to wait for long periods of time. | just want to get to places on time. But public transportation doesn’t
always make that easy.
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Topic 6 Puzzles
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1. Did you enjoy doing puzzles when you were a child? (&3
Yes, | loved doing puzzles when | was a kid. Sometimes it was hard for me to stay focused. But when

| started working on a puzzle, | could work on it for hours*. I wouldn’t rest until | finished.

2. Would you ever do a puzzle when you’re travelling?/When do you do puzzles, during your
trip or when you feel bored? (&)

Trip: | usually play puzzle games on my phone when I’m travelling. It’s a good way to spend the

time. | could spend hours on those puzzle games.

Bored: | usually do puzzles when I feel bored. Solving a puzzle doesn’t require too much attention.

But it’s interesting enough to keep you focused for a few hours at a time*.

3. Which do you find easier to do: word puzzles or number puzzles? (E#i)

Word puzzles: | think word puzzles are easier to do. If you have a good vocabulary, you'll have fun

in doing word puzzles. Since I’m good with words*, I prefer word puzzles.

Number puzzles: | think number puzzles are easier to do. I’m not very good with words. So | prefer

number puzzles. I’ve always been good at math and arranging numbers*®. So number puzzles are very

fun for me.

4. Do you think doing puzzles is a good way for older people to spend their free time? (&)

Yes, definitely. Puzzles are a relaxing activity because they don’t require a lot of energy. | think

that’s a valuable benefit for old people. It keeps old people active, but it doesn’t make them tired.
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Topic 7 Social media '

1. How often do you use social media?/ Do you or your friends like using social media? (&)
| use social media pretty often. | love to check in with my friends*’. They’re also pretty active on
social media. So they often post about what’s going on in their lives. It’s a good way to stay connected.

2. Did you use social media more in the past? (i)
No, I think I used media less in the past. When | was in high school, I wasn’t allowed to use a
cellphone. So I didn’t use social media. But now social media platforms are a big part of my life.

3. Do you think your friends use social media too much? (E3R)
Yes: Yeah, | think my friends use too much social media. | know some of them are on social media
almost constantly. They waste a lot of time on it. | don’t think it’s good for them.

No: No, I don’t think my friends use too much social media. They only have a couple of different
social media accounts. And they don’t check them constantly*®. That’s good because social media can
waste your time.

4 Would you like to work in social media in the future? (F#i)

Yes: Yes, I’d love to work in social media. | think it’s a very interesting field. It involves a lot of
flexibility and creativity. After all, social media is always changing. There are always new trends to
check out*,

No: No, I don’t want to work in social media. Social media is so unpredictable. Everything moves at
such a fast pace®. | think 1’d get overwhelmed® very quickly. It seems like a very unstable field.

5. What’s the most popular social media in China? Why?

WeChat: | think the most popular social media in China is WeChat. It’s basically the Chinese version
of Facebook. You can text and video-chat with people. Plus, you can upload photos and share your
posts with your friends.

Weibo: The most popular social media in China is definitely Weibo. It’s basically the Chinese version
of Twitter. You can share your thoughts on anything, from politics to your personal life. | can waste
hours looking at people’s posts®2.
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Topic 8 Geography '

1. Did/Do you study geography at school?/ Have you ever studied geography at school? (&)
Yes, | once took a geography class in high school. | didn’t do very well. It was hard for me to
understand some of the concepts. Plus, there were so many facts to memorize®.

2. How good are you at reading maps? /Are you good at reading a map? (&)

Good: Yes, I’m pretty good at reading a map. | could definitely help someone navigate>*. Paper
maps may not be popular anymore. But | think it’s good to know how to read them just in case

electronics fail*®.
Bad: No, I’m not good at reading a map. I’m already pretty bad with directions. But maps are
really confusing to me. So | mostly rely on my phone’s GPS®. | would get lost without it.

3. Is there a country you’d like to visit because of its geography? (&)

Yes: Yes, 1’d love to travel to some countries due to their geography. For example, Scotland is a
beautiful country with lots of big hills and mountains. | would love to go for a hike and enjoy the
SCENery.

No: No, I don’t think about the geography of countries | want to visit. I’d rather go to a country to
enjoy the culture there. I’m more interested in manmade things®’ than natural scenery.

4. Do you enjoy learning about the geography of other countries? (EHi)
Yes: Yes, it’s really fascinating to learn about other countries’ geographies. The Earth is such a diverse
place. Every country has a different environment. It’s so interesting to see how nature comes in all

different forms.

No: No, I don’t like learning about the geography of other countries. It’s cool to look at pictures, but
I don’t want to study the subject. I just find that stuff really dry®8. I’m more focused on other countries’
cultures.

5. Do you like Geography?
Yes: Yes, | find geography interesting. So I love studying it. It’s really cool to learn about different

environments. For instance, | like studying the Arctic. | could read about that place for hours.
No: No, I really don’t like geography. It just seems so boring to me. | would rather study more artistic

things®®, like literature or drama. | find that a lot more interesting.
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Topic 9 Singing
1. Did you learn to sing when you were at school? (&Hi)

Yes, | did. When | was in elementary school, | had music classes every week. The music teacher

taught us how to play some instruments. They® also taught us singing techniques®®. I learned a lot

from those music classes.

2. Would you ever sing with other people now? (&Hi)

Yes, | would love to sing with other people. Honestly, it’s more fun when you share the experience.

For example, it’s lots of fun to have a night of karaoke with your friends. Singing with others is a

great way to spend your time.

3. Do you like listening to other people sing? (F#)

Yes, | do. | really enjoy hearing professionals. They’re so amazing at what they do. | especially love

going to concerts. It’s cool to see a singer perform live®?.

4. Do you think singing can make people feel happy? (&)
Yes, | definitely think singing can make people happy. It can help you relax. If you sing along to your

favourite music, you’ll usually feel a lot better. Singing is also lots of fun, especially with friends or

family.

5. Do you like singing? Why?
Yes: Yeah, | really love singing. | may not be the best singer in the world. But | have a lot of fun

singing along to my favourite songs®. I find that it really helps me relax.

No: No, | don’t like singing. It draws way too much attention to me®*. Plus, I’m definitely not a good

singer. In general, | try to avoid doing things I’m not good at.

6. Who do you want to sing for?
I just like singing for myself, honestly. But if | had to sing for an audience, I’d pick my family and

friends. I’d love to have a karaoke party® and sing with them.
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Topic 10 Snacks

1. When you were a child, did you have a favorite snack?/ Did you often eat snacks when you
were young? (&)
When | was young, | really liked fruit snacks®. | thought they were healthy. | told my friends | ate

vitamins. But now I’ve realized they were probably full of sugar.

2. When do you eat snacks now? (&#)

I usually eat snacks when | feel hungry but it’s not meal time. I’ll just have some chips or a chocolate

bar. It’s convenient to just snack on something®’ instead of eating a whole meal.

3. Would you choose a snack that is healthy, or a snack that tastes good? (&)

I would choose a snack that tastes good. I try to be healthy. But most of the time, healthy snacks don’t

taste good. When | eat a snack, | want it to taste great. | don’t care if it’s unhealthy.

4. Do people in your country often eat snacks between meals? (&E3R)

Yes, it’s common to eat snacks between meals in my country. Sometimes there’s a long break between

meals®®. So you need a little snack. Of course, you shouldn’t eat too much. But in general, a snack

helps feed your appetite.

5. What snacks do you like to eat?
I like to eat lots of sweet and salty snacks. For instance, | love chocolate bars and ice cream. But |

also love salty snacks like chips and soda crackers®®.

6. Do you think it is healthy to eat snacks?
I think it can be healthy to eat snacks. For example, eating fruit can be healthy since it gives you

nutrients’®. But if you’re eating high-calorie snacks’?, like chips and popcorn, that’s not great for you.
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Topic 11 Names

1. Does your name have any (special) meaning? (&%)
Girls: Yeah, it does. My name came from a poem from ancient Chinese literature. It refers to a young
lady who is clever and beautiful. | think my parents wanted me to be as attractive and smart as the

qirl in the poem’?.

Boys: (M&ZEAE—, HUELEHEIT) Yeah, definitely. My name came from a poem from

ancient Chinese literature. It refers to a general’® who is brave and clever. | think my parents wanted
me to be smart and courageous like the general in the poem.

2. What name would you choose to give a child? (i)

I think | would choose names that show what | want my children to be™. I’d like to pick a name

from” ancient Chinese literature. That would be meaningful and unique.

3. Does anyone in your family have the same name as you? (&)

No, I don’t have the same name as anyone in my family. In Chinese culture, we avoid naming babies

after family members, especially the elderly ones. Otherwise’®, it might be disrespectful to”” the elders
and other family members.

4. Are some names more popular than others in your country? (E#i)

Yes, definitely. Chinese people like giving their children unique names’®. But lots of people like the

same names. So some names are definitely more popular than others. For example, Xuan is a common
name for males. And Yuan is a popular name for females.

5. Are there any differences between how Chinese people name their children now and in the
past?
Yeah, naming choices change over time. For my parents’ generation’®, babies in China were often

given names related to revolution and our country®°. But nowadays, parents prefer names that mean

things like happiness and health.
(Copyrights to #f ik i 3ok v 55 )15 4if)

72 as attractive and smart as the girl in the poem: 14 & 78 giving their children unique names: 27 F{1i1R
PR 2 B — R ek AN T B RN ST

3 general: # % 7 For my parents’ generation: X - F A BEH— 4% Aok
4 names that show what | want my children to be: ¢ )

won R A BRI T O AR A 4 5 8 names related to revolution and our country: 5
’® pick a name from: M. Ph—4~4 7 B FERATTIE A K1 44

76 Otherwise: 751 R B IA T TH A B 1 Y B R R Penny S T iR 2k

7 be disrespectful to: X} ... & ALK [SSUBuBUR I |

B
==

=

= e



B = SRR
FRBUTAE MR 5 L]
BT BER R R AR AR AT B L TAICSER, EEEEMEERR Penny ZIMAEE Li
Topic 12 Writing

1. What kinds of things do you write during a typical day?/What do you like to write? Why?/Do
you write a lot? (E#)

Version A: | like writing in my journal about how my day went. | also like making up stories. It’s a
good way to exercise my imagination®?.

Version B: Well, I’m not creative, so | don’t really write. The most | write is probably when I’m

texting my friends about how my day was.

2. Did you like writing when you were a child? (&)

Yes: Yes, | did. | liked to write little stories about my life. I even shared them with my family. They
were very kind about my writing. They encouraged me to keep it up®.

No: No, I didn’t. I liked playing sports instead. Writing was boring to me. | didn’t even want to keep
a journal. It seemed like a waste of time to me.

3. Do you think the kinds of things you write will change in the future? (&)

Yes: Yes, | think so. Right now, | keep a detailed journal of everything that happens in my life®. But

that might change soon. In the future, I might just write about the important things.
No: No, I don’t think the things I write about will change. I like writing down every detail of my day.
It’s a great way to preserve my memories®*. | think it’s very valuable for me.

4. Do you prefer typing or writing things by hand? (&)

Handwriting: | prefer handwriting. Handwriting can make a message more personal®. Plus,

handwriting can help you remember things better. If you’re taking notes for class, handwriting works

better than typing on your phone or computer.

Typing: | prefer typing. It’s a lot quicker and more convenient than handwriting. Plus, typing makes
for neater writing®. Handwriting can get messy, especially if you’ve been writing for a long time.

5. Do you think people will write more by hand in the future?
No, | don’t think so. Generally speaking, typing is faster and easier than handwriting. Most people |
know rarely write by hand nowadays. | think that handwriting belongs in the past.
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Topic 13 Birthday

1. What do you normally do on your birthday? (&E#i)
Male: On my birthday, | like to hang out with my friends. We’ll go out to a restaurant and enjoy a
nice meal together. It’s great to sit around and chat®’.

Female: | like to treat myself on my birthday. I like to get a manicure with my friends®®. Or we might

go shopping together. It’s nice to enjoy some special treatment.

2.What did you like to do on your birthday when you were a child? (E#i)

Male: When | was young, my parents often took me to the zoo for my birthday. I loved seeing the
big animals, like the lions and tigers. My parents also bought me a toy from the gift store. | had a ton
of fun® looking at all the exhibits®.

Female: When | was little, my parents always had a birthday party for me. They invited all my friends.
Everyone brought their stuffed animals®® and we pretended they were special guests. My mom always

made little snacks for us. It was so special.

3. How important are birthdays to you now? (&)
Birthdays aren’t very important to me now. When | was a kid, | was excited about my birthday. But
now, it’s more casual to me®. 1 usually just have a nice meal on my birthday.

4. Which birthdays are most important in your country? C(E#i)

18 % : | think a person’s 18™ birthday is the most important in my country. That’s when you become

an adult. So it’s very exciting. You also have more responsibility®®. 18 is when most people start

making their own decisions.
80 %: | think that a person’s 80" birthday is the most important in my country. It means that you’ve

lived a long and healthy life. It’s also important to respect the elderly. So you should make sure to

celebrate them.

5. Whose birthday do you think is more important to celebrate in China?
I think it’s more important to celebrate children’s birthdays. They’re so young that every year is a big

deal®. Plus, children get excited easily. They love to celebrate things. When you’re older, your
birthdays don’t mean as much®®. But as a kid, your birthday is the best day of the year.
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Topic 14 Public transportation

1. Do you often travel on public transport?/What kind of public transportation do you usually
take? (M)

Yes: Yes, | take public transport all the time. | commute to work®, so | take a subway and a bus. On

the weekends, | like to go to different places around the city. So | take the subway for that as well.

No: No, | don’t often take public transport. | have a car, so | only drive to work on the weekdays.
Then, on the weekends, | usually stay close to home. I only take public transport if it’s too expensive

to park®’, like if I’m going downtown.

2. Do many people use public transport in your country? (i)

Yes: Yeah, | think most people prefer public transport. It’s cheaper than buying a car. Plus, instead of

driving and looking for a place to park, you can just take a bus or a subway. It’s really convenient.

No: No, I don’t think most people prefer public transport. Public transport can be very crowded. Plus,
buses and subways can run late®® sometimes. It makes your routine very stressful. So | think most

people prefer driving themselves.

3. Did you use public transport when you were a child? (&Hi)
Yes: Yes, | did. When | was a child, my parents didn’t have a car because they commuted to work
every day. So on the weekends, we took the bus together when we explored the city. | was nervous

on my first bus ride. But | quickly got used to it®.

No: No, I didn’t. My parents had a car, so they just drove everywhere. | only started taking the bus

when | started a part-time job. My parents couldn’t drive me all the time. So | had to commute there

by myself.
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4. Will you use public transport more in the future? (&)

Yes: Yes, definitely. Right now, | walk to work because it’s so close. But I’m going to be moving
soon. So I’ll need to commute!®. I think I’ll enjoy taking the bus. It might be crowded, but it’ll be

nice not to walk everywhere.

No: No, | don’t think so. Actually I just got a new job that | can walk to from my apartment. So |

don’t need to commute anymore. That saves me a lot of time in the mornings.

5. Will there be more people taking public transportation?
Yes: Yes, | think more people will be taking public transportation in the future. Traffic jams are
becoming a big problem, and gas is really expensive now. So | think people will choose public

transportation over driving.

No: No, | don’t think more people will be taking public transportation in the future. Public

transportation can get crowded very easily. Plus, there are always delays'®*. So | think a lot of people

prefer driving by themselves.

6. Do you take public transport when you travel?/When do you usually take public
transportation, in your everyday life or when you are travelling?(Zf Aol @, SRk $¢ A1
in your everyday life, ] B4 H Al —J155 18 Yes (IS HEHE)

Yes: Yes, | love taking public transport while travelling. Sometimes it can be confusing when | don’t
know the directions and try to figure it out'%2, But it’s always an interesting experience. Instead of

paying for cabs'®®, | take the bus everywhere. I’m very independent that way.

No: No, | don’t take public transport when | travel. It’s really confusing when you’re at a strange
place and trying to figure it out. Sometimes the signs are even in another language. So | just get a taxi

if | need to go anywhere.
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Topic 15 Weather

1. How often do you check the weather forecast?/Do you get in the habit of checking the weather
forecast? When/How often? (E&#%)

Since I go outdoors a lot, | try to check the weather very often. It might be sunny in the morning, but

raining later in the afternoon. So it’s good to stay up to date'%*.

2. Do you generally prefer hot weather or cold weather? (&)

Hot: I definitely prefer hot weather. When the sun’s out, you can enjoy some fresh air and exercise

outside. It’s nice to go for a walk or a run. Warm weather makes me feel more energetic.

Cold: I definitely prefer cold weather. | hate being sweaty. Cold weather is nicer because you can

stay cozy inside. Or you can enjoy a walk in the cold air. I think it’s more refreshing than hot weather.

3. Has the weather changed much in recent years in your country? (&%)
No, I don’t think the weather has changed a lot recently. My country has pretty normal weather. The

summers have gotten hotter though'®. They also last longer. | think that it’s due to climate change.

4. Would you like to live in/visit a place that has a very different climate from your country?

(R

Yes, | think that could be interesting. It would be fun to live somewhere with stable weather?®. For

example, some countries in Europe have summer all year. | love the heat, so | might enjoy that.

5. What’s the weather like where you live? Do you like the weather where you live?

Dry: The weather is pretty dry where | live. We don’t get a lot of rain. Instead, we mostly have sunny

days. I like spending lots of time outside in the warm sun. It’s relaxing for me.

Wet: The weather is very rainy where | live. Some people don’t like it. But | enjoy it. It’s so fun to

sit inside and watch the rain. | especially love watching big thunderstorms.
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6. What do you think are the effects of climate change in recent years?
There have been plenty of effects of climate change. The heat has gotten worse in the summer. There

have been heat waves all over the world. There have also been more natural disasters, like hurricanes

and tsunamis®®’,

7. Do you prefer dry or wet weather?
Wet: | prefer a humid place. Even though that weather can really be annoying® sometimes, it’s better

than a totally dry area'®. | actually love rainy days very much, so | like living in a place where it rains

often.

Dry: | prefer a dry place. The humid weather always makes me feel like I’'m sticky*'%. So I feel dry
days are more comfortable for me.
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Topic 16 Technology
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1. What types of technology do you use most? / What technology do you often use, computers
or mobile phones? (F#Hi)

Computer: | use my computer a lot. It has everything | could need on it'!!. Plus, I use it for school.

I can use it for research, talking to my friends, and lots of other things.

Phone: | often use my mobile phone. I do almost everything on my Phone. For example, | use it to
check the news, chat with my friends and family, and even do banking*!2.

2. What electronic devices have you bought lately? What made you choose the last piece of
technology you bought? (&)

I just moved to a new apartment. So I’ve bought a printer and a scanner. Those are important for a

home office. Even though most things are online, you still need paper copies*'® sometimes.

3. Is there a piece of technology that you would like to buy? (&%)

YES: Yes, I’d love to get a new laptop with up-to-date software!*. I’ve had my current laptop for

seven years. It still works, but it’s definitely slower than the newer models.

No: No, there’s no technology that I want to buy. I’m satisfied with!*® the devices I already have. All

I really need is a cell phone and a laptop. | can’t think of anything else | need.

4. Is technology important in your life?/ Do you like using technology? (&3%)

Yes, definitely. There are so many benefits of technology. For me, the most important one is that it
helps us stay connected*'®. Through phones and computers, we can talk to family and friends.
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5. Is there any technology you don’t like?
I don’t like home assistants. They control appliances in your home. They’re cool. But it’s weird that
a device is always listening to you. It makes me feel like my house is bugged!!’. It’s so creepy**8,

6. What do you think are the trends in technology (digital products like cellphones and
computers) today compared to when you were young?

I think that cellphones are becoming more like computers. Now they can do everything from sending
emails to paying bills. In contrast, computers are becoming simpler. They’re like your phone, just on

a bigger screen.
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Topic 17 Housework and cooking
1. Do you do a lot of cooking at home now? (&EHi)
YES: Yes, | love to cook! When you cook, you can try all kinds of ingredients. | love combining

different flavours and trying new recipes*'®. It makes eating a really fun occasion.

NO: No, I don’t like cooking. | mean, you have to eat every day. It gets boring when you have to

prepare food for yourself all the time. Plus, I get stressed when | have to follow a recipe!?.

2. Do you help your family cook at home now? (G54 ERANA, IR NIEML, 7255 112
R i 25— S RITHD)
YES: Yes, | love to help my family cook at home. It’s a fun activity to do together. When it’s time to

make dinner, we cook and talk about how the day was'?%. It’s really great.

NO: No, sadly*?? I’m usually too busy to help my family cook at home. | don’t get home until late?®

because of my work. So when | get home, food is usually ready.

3. Did you do anything to help at home when you were younger? (i)

YES: Yes, | often helped clean the house when | was a kid. My parents gave me chores to do'? every

week. It helped keep me busy. And it was good for me to have some responsibility*.

NO: No, I didn’t really help with chores when | was a kid. My parents really wanted me to focus on

my homework. They said that if | did well at school, I didn’t have to clean.
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4. Do you like everything to be very tidy at home? /Do you think your home is clean and tidy?
(RHO

Yes, | do. | get stressed when things are messy*?®. So | like to keep my home clean and tidy. Sometimes

it can get tiring to clean it all the time. But I think it’s worth it. | feel better when my house is clean.

5. Is there a job at home that you really don’t enjoy doing?/What housework do you like or
dislike doing? (E#Hi)
I really don’t like doing the laundry. You have to put your clothes in the washing machine. Then you

have to put them in the dryer*?’. After all that'?, you have to fold your clothes and put them away.

It’s so much work.

6. Do you want to learn how to cook well?
YES: Yes, I’d love to take cooking lessons. It would be great to be able to cook well. | could definitely

impress my friends and family. Plus, I’m always interested in trying new things.

NO: No, I’m not interested in it. Honestly, cooking isn’t very important to me. | know how to make

a few basic meals. That’s good enough. | don’t need to make anything fancy.
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Topic 18 Morning time
1. Do you like getting up early in the morning? (&E#)

YES: Yes, | really like getting up early in the morning. It’s a great way to make the most of your

day*?. It might be hard to wake up early, but then you have the whole day in front of you™°. You

don’t waste half the day by sleeping in.

NO: No, I don’t like getting up early in the morning. I’m more of a night owl*3. I do all my best

work at night. So | prefer staying up late, and then sleeping in late as well. It may not be the most

productive cycle'® for everyone. But it really works for me.

2. Do you have breakfast at home every morning? (&#i)

YES: Yes, | always eat breakfast at home. It saves me money. Instead of buying something on my

way to work/school, | prepare breakfast at home every day. It’s a nice way to start my day**.

NO: No, | don’t eat breakfast at home every day. Most of the time'**, I buy something on my way to

work/school. It honestly saves me a lot of time in the morning.

3. Do you have the same morning routine every day of the week?/What do you usually do in the
morning? (E#k)
Yes(LAEJE): Yes, | do. | always get up at seven in the morning. Then | make breakfast for myself

and get ready for work. I usually take a shower too. Even on weekends, I like to get up early.

No(%4EH#): No, my morning routine changes every day. I’m a college student. So it depends on my

class schedule. | either get up early for class. Or | sleep in**® and study at the library later in the day.

On the weekends, | definitely sleep in late.
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4. Are there any differences between what you do in the morning now and what you did in the
past? / Are your mornings very different now from when you were younger? (&EHi)
In the past, I didn’t like to get up in the morning because | didn’t like to go to school. So | was always

tired and cranky. | didn’t have much of a routine. | just got up, got dressed, and went about my day*%.

But now that I’m older, | enjoy waking up early. I like to make myself coffee and check social media

over breakfast!?’,

5. What did you do in the morning when you were little? Why?

| was a pretty early riser**® when | was a kid. So once | woke up, | liked to play with my toys. | would

often wake my parents up by running into their room and jumping on the bed. It wasn’t the politest
thing for me to do. But my parents had a lot of patience with me.
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