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Topicl 4455 K1
1. On what occasions do people usually need to wait?

People have to wait when they’re lining up for'! something or waiting for an appointment. Sometimes

people have to wait in very long lines? at stores, especially if it is a busy time to go shopping.
Sometimes people need to wait in traffic. Waiting for a medical or dental appointment can also take

a long time.

2. Who behaves better when waiting, children or adults?
Usually, adults behave better. Children often don’t understand why they have to wait for something.

So they get restless very easily?, and they usually have more energy than adults. So they don’t like

waiting for a long time in one spot. Adults are more patient because they have more experience and

better self-control*.

3. Compared to the past, are people less patient now, why?
I think that people are less patient now because it’s easier to do things without having to wait at all.

People are used to getting what they want right away>. You can order packages online that arrive the

next day. You can also order food from a restaurant delivered to your home. It’s very easy to avoid

waiting. So when people do have to wait for something®, they get impatient.

4. What are the positive and negative effects of waiting on society?

Well, a positive effect is that it can teach people patience. When they have to wait in a line for a long
time, they learn how to be polite even when they’re impatient. But a negative effect is that it can make
people very aggressive’. Not everyone can keep calm. Drivers often get mad and act recklessly® just
to get ahead.

5. Is it a good thing to be patient all the time? /Should people be patient all the time?

Yes, I think it’s good to be patient all the time. There might be some times where you should act

instead of waiting around®, like in an emergency. But patience is a good trait to have. You can’t control

the things that happen around you. And being impatient can just make you feel anxious. So it’s good

to be patient instead of getting upset.
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1. What do children usually find difficult to do?

Children usually find it difficult to concentrate. They have a ton of energy. So they’d rather play with
their friends than focus on their homework. They might even have trouble listening in class when

their friends are around. It’s tempting to just talk to them!® instead of listening to the teacher. It can

also be hard for children to master some social skills, like sharing and communicating.

2. How do Kkids solve problems?

Kids often solve problems by asking their parents for advice. If they’re stuck on a math problem'!,

they might ask their parents to explain it to them. Or they might even ask the teacher for more

guidance in math class. Bigger problems, like issues in their friendships, can sometimes be handled

by talking with each other. That helps them develop more independence.

3. How can parents guide or help their children to do things that seem difficult?
Parents can help children by encouraging them and showing them how to do certain tasks. If a child
is learning to tie their shoes'?, parents can help them by showing them how to do it, then guiding them

to do it on their own. Parents can also help by explaining each step of the process' to make the task

simpler.

4. Should children face difficult problems or challenges all by themselves?
I think it’s important for children to face some problems on their own. It helps them develop more
confidence. If they fight with their friend, they should try to talk it out'* so they can learn to be more

independent. But if there’s a very difficult or confusing problem, they should ask an adult for help.

Serious problems like bullying or abuse'’ should always be dealt with by a responsible adult.
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5. Is confidence important?

Yes, confidence is important in every area of life'®. In order to be successful and to take risks in life,
people need to be confident in themselves first. This is true in'” school, work, or social environments.
However, sometimes people can get too confident. It becomes a problem if they start thinking that

they can never do anything wrong.

6. What jobs require confidence?
I think that every job requires confidence. But some require more confidence than others. For example,

you have to have a lot of confidence if you’re leading a team of people'®. You have to convince your

team that'® you are the right person to take control. You also have to be confident if you’re a performer.

For example, singers and actors need to be comfortable performing in front of other people.

7. Is overconfidence good?
Overconfidence is usually a bad thing. People who are overconfident might misjudge their abilities.

An overconfident driver is more likely to get into a car accident®®. An overconfident student might

not study as hard as they should for an exam. Overconfidence can lead to arrogance and rudeness?!.

So it’s important to be confident, but not too confident.

8. On what occasions should children be encouraged? How?

I think children should be encouraged when they’re close to giving up. If they’re struggling with
something??, such as learning how to do a new task, then an adult can help them out. Plus, children
should be encouraged when they do something good. Parents or teachers can give them praise to

encourage them to keep up their good work?3.
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9. How do you help children stay focused?
I think you can help children stay focused by being creative and engaging?*. If you’re teaching a kid

how to do something, you can make it fun by turning it into a game?® for them. Every child loves

games. So it’s fun for them to learn that way. Plus, it helps if children focus on one thing at a time.

For example, children shouldn’t be interrupted when they’re doing homework.

10. What challenges do young people face today?

I think young people deal with a lot of social pressure?®. They want to seem fun and successful to

their friends. Social media adds a lot of stress because it makes them compare themselves to others.
It’s also difficult for young people to find stable jobs?’. I saw reports saying that college graduates
are having a hard time finding jobs because of the pandemic?®. So it’s a big challenge for young
people who are unemployed right now.
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1. Is it important for children to have ambitions?

Yes, I think it’s important for children to have ambitions. They should have a goal that they can work
towards?’. It helps keep them motivated through everyday life. In the process of pursuing their dreams,
they can also learn how to stick to their goals and not be afraid of challenges. Plus, it gives them a

t30

sense of achievement” when they accomplish their goals.

2. Are all ambitions good in life?
No, I don’t think all ambitions are good in life. Sometimes, ambitions can be too self-centred?'. For
example, some people only want to get rich. They don’t care about what it might cost them. I think

those kinds of goals are too vain2. So there are definitely some ambitions that are toxic®3.

3. What are the important qualities to achieve our ambitions?
I think you need to be hard-working and patient. For one, you should make a realistic plan and work

hard to follow it. You have to put your best effort into** making your dreams come true. Besides, you

have to be persistent, even if you fail a couple times. If you don’t have the dedication®, you might

quit before you make it.

4. What ambitions do children usually have?

Children usually have big ambitions about3® what their future will look like. Adults like to ask

children, what do you want to be when you grow up? Children always have really exciting answers
like astronaut or famous athlete. They also may have ambitions about their personal lives, like when

they will get married and have their own families. I think it's a reflection of*’ different kids'

personalities.
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5. Why are some people very ambitious in their work?

I suppose that it’s mainly because they want to get promoted*®. They might start as an intern®, but

they want to become a manager or CEO. Some people become more ambitious because they’re
insecure. They are often worried that they aren't good enough and might be laid off*® some day. It’s

really normal in China because our society is so competitive.

6. Why don’t some people have dreams?

Some people don’t have dreams because they’re unsure of what to do with their lives*'. They haven’t

found out what they’re passionate about. But others are too afraid to dream something big. They’re

worried about how much time and effort they’ll have to put into pursuing the dream*?. For example,

a lot of people love reading or listening to music. But they don’t dream of being professional writers

or musicians.

7. How do people balance work and life?

Well, I think one strategy is to ensure that your work life and your home life are physically separated*?.

It allows you to be more focused at work and be more productive, so you will have more spare time

for your family. Another strategy is to set boundaries with your work**. For example, you can set a

rule to not check your work email after 7pm everyday so that you can enjoy more family time at night.
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1. When would parents feel proud of their children?
Parents are proud of their children after any kind of accomplishment, big or small. Whether they’ve

learned a new word or learned to drive a car, parents would be proud. Major life events* such as

weddings and graduations also make parents very proud. Overall, parents are proud when their

children are living a life that makes them happy.

2. Should parents reward children? Why and how?
Yes, I think parents should reward children when they accomplish something. For example, parents
can reward children for personal accomplishments like doing something nice for someone else. If

parents want their children to have good values*, offering rewards can encourage good behaviour.

That being said*’, parents should not give too many rewards; it is better if children do good things

because they want to, not because they expect a reward.

3. Do Chinese parents reward their children?
Actually, most Chinese parents don’t reward their children that often. They don’t want them to depend

on rewards to do their work*3. Instead, they want their kids to be more competitive®. If you reward a

kid every time they do something right, they might just do things to get a reward for it. So Chinese

parents don’t tend to praise or reward their kids very often.

4. Is it good to reward children too often? Why?
No, I don’t think parents should reward children too often. Children should want to be successful

because it brings them a sense of pride and purpose’. They shouldn’t depend on getting a reward to

do things. However, sometimes children deserve a reward if they have accomplished something

major’!. Parents just need to be careful about how often they give rewards.

5. On what occasions would adults be proud of themselves?
Adults might be proud of themselves for lots of reasons. They may take pride in a new
accomplishment or promotion at work. They also tend to be proud of themselves for personal

milestones*?, like getting married or getting a new apartment. Finally, many adults take pride in their

children®, and consider their children’s successes as their own.
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1. How can you be a well-prepared person?

I think you need to manage your time well. You should be organized so that you don’t get
overwhelmed by all your tasks. For example, you should make plans or budgets for the tasks
beforehand>*. That way, you can be prepared for anything. You should also be flexible. You have to

be able to handle challenges whenever they come up’°.

2. How can parents help children get organized?
I suppose that parents can help children get organized by listing their daily tasks. Then, children can

focus on doing one task at a time. Parents can also help children manage their time well. They can

divide the day into sections®® and help their kids plan what to do for each hour.

3. On what occasions do people need to be organized?
People need to be organized for important events, like vacations. When you go on a trip, you need to

keep track of all the details®’, like your flight and hotel. Besides, people have to be organized in their

day-to-day life, especially at work. For example, many people deal with countless>® emails, files and

calls in the office during the day, so they have to know how to manage their work efficiently.

4. Does everything need to be well prepared?

Well, yes, I suppose that everyone can benefit from being more prepared and organized in their lives.
When people are well-prepared, they feel more confident. Being organized also helps with time
management. If you are well-organized, you can complete more tasks in a day. Also, people in your

life will think of you as reliable and trustworthy>° if you’re always prepared.

5. Do people need others’ help when organizing things?

Well, yes. If some people are bad at time management, or if they are just new in a professional field®,

then, I think it’s really nice to have someone to help them get organized. There are a lot of professions
that help people become organized, including accountants, travel agents, and teachers. Family and

friends can also help each other become more organized by giving advice when needed.
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1. When do people normally send gifts to others?
People normally send each other gifts on special occasions, like birthdays or holidays. Anniversaries

are also a good occasion for gifts®!. For example, people give their partners gifts on the anniversary

of when they got married®. Sometimes they give gifts to celebrate special achievements, like

someone’s graduation.

2. Do people give gifts or red packets during traditional festivals?

Yes, a lot of people give both gifts and red packets during traditional festivals®. For example, Chinese

New Year is a very important celebration. People usually hand out red envelopes to bring happiness
and blessings®. I think it’s a nice tradition. It’s also common to give gifts like fruit baskets, tea, and

candy or chocolate. It helps the festival feel special.

3. Is it hard to choose a gift?
Yes, | think that sometimes it can be stressful. If you don’t know the person well, you might not know
what they like. It can be difficult finding something that they’ll want to have. It can still be hard if

you know the person well. You might have a lot of ideas for a gift, but it can be challenging to% pick

the best one.

4. Is clothing a good gift? Is it easy to choose a piece of clothing as a gift?
Well, sometimes clothing can be a good gift. If you know the person’s style, it’ll probably be easy to
find something they’ll like. But it can be hard to choose a piece of clothing as a gift. You have to

know their size as well as their style. It can be awkward if®® you get them something too big or too

small.
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5. Will people feel happy when receiving an expensive gift?
I think most people feel happy when they get an expensive gift. Gifts are a way of showing someone

that you care about them. When that gift is expensive, people feel special because they realize that it

cost a lot to give®’. But not everyone cares about the cost of a gift. Some people might even feel

overwhelmed by getting something too expensive, especially if the gift-giver is not very well off®.

6. What do people usually consider when choosing gifts?
People usually consider price first. I would say most people have a budget®® when they buy a gift. In

most cases, people won’t break their budget’® and buy things that are too expensive. Besides, people

will also consider if the gift will be useful or attractive to the person who receives it. After all, people
give gifts to make others happy, right?
(Copyrights to it it i 78 = 15 4D
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1. Have you ever given clothes to others?
Yes, I give my friends and my cousins clothes all the time. We usually exchange clothes if we get

tired of wearing them”!, or if they don’t fit anymore. Giving people clothes is much more helpful than

just throwing the clothes away’?. It’s very wasteful if you only wear something a couple times.

2. Why do people dress casually in everyday life but dress formally at work?

Well, in everyday life, you’re just hanging out with friends or family. Or you might even be by
yourself. You don’t have to impress anyone. But when you’re at work, you’re doing serious business.
You need to look professional. In most cases’, it’s actually considered rude to wear casual clothes to

the workplace. It shows a lack of respect for’* your coworkers and boss.

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of wearing uniforms at work and school?
One advantage of uniforms is that it makes everyone equal. Especially in school, people can get very

focused on appearances. But if everyone has a uniform on, then no one can be judged”. Uniforms

also make everyone feel like part of the same team. But a disadvantage is that people can’t express

themselves. You don’t get as much individuality’®.

4. Why do people from different countries wear different clothing?
Well, fashion is very connected to culture. It represents different cultural values and is influenced by

trends in society’’. Different countries have different values and traditions, so their fashion is very

different as well. Besides, clothing depends on the environment. For example, countries with cold

climates wear warmer, heavier clothing. But in tropical countries’®, it’s more common to wear loose,

bright clothing.

5. Do you think dressing formally makes people look more professional?
Yes, I think that dressing formally makes you look more professional. If you’re wearing a T-shirt and
jeans, you come across as a more relaxed person. But if you’re wearing a fancy dress, or a nice suit,

then you look confident and mature. It helps you appear professional to others”. Formal clothes make

a huge difference when it comes to self-presentation®’.
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1. What is the difference between special food in China and foreign countries?

Well, a lot of special foods in China use more unique parts of the animal®!. It means that every part

of the animal can be eaten. For example, rabbit heads and duck necks are so poplar in China. In

contrast, some foreign countries have special dishes that avoid using meat altogether®?. They’re

always known for different kinds of desserts.

2. Do people usually cook special food in China?

We usually cook special foods for certain occasions®®. I mean, special foods like mooncakes or rice

dumplings can be bought at grocery stores. But lots of Chinese people still enjoy the process of
making them at home. For example, it’s a tradition for the whole family to make dumplings together

on the Spring Festival Eve. It’s an important bonding time3* for the family every year.

3. Should special food be easily available?
I think that if the special food requires an ingredient that’s seasonal, it doesn’t need to be easily

available. It’s worth it to only make something when it’s in season®. For example, hairy crabs® are

only available in the autumn, which is a special food for Mid-Autumn Day in China. It helps make

the dish feel truly special.

4. When do people have special food? (like festival food or food for special events)
I think people eat special food when they have something to celebrate. For example, you usually get
to eat cake when it’s someone’s birthday. Many people also like to celebrate a new house or

graduation with a fancy feast?’. Besides, you can cook and enjoy traditional foods during certain

festivals.
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5. Is there any food in your country that is eaten at special times or on special occasions?
Yes, Chinese people eat lots of specialties®® during festivals, important events or special days. For
example, mooncakes are made and eaten for the mid-autumn day. It's also a tradition in China to eat

dumplings on the spring festival eve. And in many regions of China, people love having a bowl of

long life noodles® on their birthday.

6. Why are some people willing to spend a lot of money on meals on special days?
For them, it’s worth it to spend a lot of money to celebrate something. It’s nice to take your family or

significant other® to a fancy restaurant to celebrate their birthdays or anniversaries, or even an

engagement. It might be really expensive. But the memories and joy from the meal will make it worth

it’L,

7. Do you think it’s good to communicate when eating with your family?
Yes, communicating during mealtimes with family is very important. Family members might not be

able to spend a lot of time together because of work or school. But they can talk and see how everyone

is doing over a meal®. Actually dinner is really important for me and my family. It’s a rare chance

for us all to talk®3.
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Topic 9 R

1. What are some popular attractions that people usually like to visit in your country?
I think many people like visiting museums, shopping malls, and national parks. If you are visiting a

new city, you’ll want to do a lot of exploring®*. It is important to research the things you’d enjoy

doing®. Some people love history and visit lots of museums. Others love the outdoors and prefer to

hike through national parks.

2. Do old people and young people choose different places to go on vacation? Why?

Yes, I suppose that old people pick more relaxing places. But young people want to have adventures

in an exciting setting®®. Old people enjoy sitting on a beach and relaxing all day. Or they might choose

places with a lot of history and just do walking tours®’. But young people like places where they can

explore a lot and do exciting activities like diving. So they might choose exotic locations.

3. What do young people and old people think about when making travel plans?

I think old people focus on their personal comfort®. They don’t want to be exhausted at the end of

each day. So they might not put a lot of activities on their itinerary®®. But young people are more
interested in having adventures. So they pick somewhere that’ll be exciting. They usually plan to do

a lot of challenging activities.

4. How do people usually discover a new place to travel?
Most people find new places by talking to other travelers or reading reviews online. You can also start

your trip in a major city, then speak to some of the locals there and ask them for recommendations'®.

There are a lot of smaller towns that only locals know about. These places are usually less busy and

less expensive than the popular tourist cities. So they can be a great option to explore'®!.
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1. Which do you prefer, living in a city or only visiting it as a tourist?

I prefer living in a city. A lot of people get overwhelmed'®? by how fast-paced!® cities are. But I really

enjoy living in a city because there are so many exciting opportunities there. Whether it’s a cool job

or something fun to do on the weekend, the city has a lot to offer!®. Plus, there’s always a ton of

amazing restaurants.

2. How do young children react when they go to school for the first time?
I believe most young children are pretty excited to go to school for the first time. Of course, Some

kids are anxious about a new environment. So they may feel nervous on the first day of school. But

most kids are curious about school. They’re eager to'%® be with their friends and learn about the world.

So the first day at school can be really fun for them.

3. What might young people feel at their first workplace after they just graduated from college?
I suppose that a lot of young people feel overwhelmed at their first workplace. Getting a job can be a
scary process. For example, a lot of young people are worried about not getting along with their boss
or coworkers. Others might not think they’re ready or qualified to have their job. It’s hard to adjust

to big life changes!%.

4. How do young and old people react differently to new things?

107

It seems to me that young people are a lot more open to new things'®’. When they encounter something

new, they’re curious and willing to try it. Old people, on the other hand, might be too overwhelmed

by new things. They might feel hesitant or even suspicious'®® if it’s too different from what they’re

used to.
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5. Why do some people want to go to college far away from home?
I think that some people move far away for college because they want to have brand-new
experiences'?. If you stay in the same area your whole life, you won’t get exposed to new things. By

going somewhere far away, people get to be a part of a new community and broaden their horizons''°.

6. What are the advantages and disadvantages of studying abroad or working abroad?
Well, one big advantage is that you get to experience a new place. You can learn about the local

culture and try new foods. Plus, you can enjoy the natural scenery and do some sightseeing'!'!.

However, it can be very lonely if you don’t know the language. You might feel isolated!'? because

you don’t know anyone.
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1. What advantages can tourism bring to a city?

Tourism can help improve a city’s economy. Tourists spend lots of money at local restaurants and
other businesses. So that helps support the city’s finances. Another benefit is that tourism creates
more jobs. Local citizens can get jobs as tour guides and work with visitors. Plus, with lots of tourists

coming, the city can invest in improving the infrastructure!'3.

2. Why do some young people like to live in cities?
I think some young people like living in cities because there are more opportunities. If they’re looking
for jobs in something like technology or finance, a city has lots of options. Plus, cities offer great food

and entertainment. There’s always something exciting or cool going on in the city''4, especially late

at night and on the weekends.

3. Do most elderly people live in the city or in the countryside?

Well, most elderly people live in the countryside. Cities have a lot of resources for older people, such

115

as good healthcare in major hospitals''>. But cities are also very fast-paced!'®. They can be

overwhelming for the elderly. So I think that as people get older, they tend to move out to the

countryside. Things are much more relaxed there.

4. Do you think well-developed tourism will have negative effects on local people?

Well, yes. I mean, tourism can bring a lot of great benefits. But there are definitely some drawbacks'!”.

Too many tourists might disturb or even damage the natural scenery. That can be a disadvantage for
the people who live there and want to enjoy that scenery for themselves. Besides, some tourists might
disrespect the local culture''8. They may annoy the local citizens.
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Topic 12 Z N —&
1. Is there anything special about the villages in your country?

Well, of course I think that the villages in my country are special in their own way'"®. Lots of villages

have beautiful and unique scenery. Many people love visiting the farms in spring for the views. Plus,
the local communities there usually have unique traditions and customs. For example, many villages

have ancestry temples!?? where the local villagers worship their ancestors!2!.

2. What do people usually do when going to a village?
Emm...some people like visiting family, and some enjoy travelling to villages. Sometimes villages
have unique scenery that you can’t find in major cities. So people might be travelling to see an ancient

temple'?? or a natural wonder'?} like a waterfall. But it’s also common for people to visit family or

friends who live in villages.

3. Do you think people will live in the village in the future?

Yes, I think more and more people want to live in cities. There are usually more job opportunities
there, especially in fields like finance or technology. But villages are more relaxed than cities. So I’'m
sure some people prefer living in villages. Those who love living a simple and slow life would

rather!?* live somewhere more relaxed.

4. Do you think everyone likes the countryside?
No, I don’t think everyone enjoys the countryside. Some people need to live in a busy environment
like a city in order to be happy. So they might hate living in the countryside. They might get bored

with the slower pace of life!'?’. Plus, the countryside doesn’t have many job opportunities. So that

might be frustrating as well'2°,

5. Why do people want to go to the countryside?
I think people want to go to the countryside so they can relax. In the city, everything is so fast-paced'?’.
Plus, it’s super crowded. It’s very easy to get overwhelmed. But in the countryside, there’s much

more space. You can enjoy the natural scenery without getting stuck in a crowded area'?®. Life is more

relaxed there, which can be a nice change.
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1. What outdoor activities do people like?
I think people like getting exercise and socializing at the same time. So going for a walk is a great

outdoor activity. You can enjoy the scenery'?® and also talk with your friends. Besides, people also

like doing something more active like biking. It can be a good bonding experience if you do it with

others.

2. What are the differences between the outdoor activities children did in the past and now?
I would say that kids were much more active in the past. They liked activities like climbing trees or

catching bugs'3? in the nature. But nowadays, kids are addicted to video games. They still do outdoor

activities, like riding a scooter or playing with a frisbee'*!. But lots of kids watch cartoons or play

games on their phones when they are in a park. It’s not good for their health.

3. Is leisure time important to everyone? Why?
Yes, leisure time is important to everyone. Even if people like being busy, it’s healthy for them to

have a break. You can exercise, hang out with friends or family, and enjoy doing whatever you like!2.

That can help you avoid getting too stressed out'*3. You can only be productive at work or study if

you get enough rest. It’s important to not work all the time.

4. Do women have more leisure time than men?

No, I don’t think so. Now that men and women are often both in the workforce, society should treat
them equally. In fact, women are often busier than men because a lot of them also do more household
chores'** than men. Besides, in some families, the women are still expected to do more of the

parenting'3®. For these reasons, I don’t believe women can have more leisure time than men.
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1. Why do more and more people drive private cars?

I think it’s because they’re super convenient. Private cars offer more flexibility. You can pack things

136

into them™° if you’re moving or going on a long trip. Or you can fit multiple people in the car at

once'?. You can’t do that with a motorcycle or a bike. Also, if you don’t own a private car, you may
have to rely on public transportation or taxis. Those are unreliable because you have to wait for them

to come to you.

2. Which form of vehicle is more popular in your country, bikes, cars or motorcycles?

Due to traffic conditions'®3, cycling is the most popular mode of transportation. A lot more Chinese

families can afford cars. But a private car is inconvenient because of things like parking, insurance
and the risk of accidents. But if you ride, you won’t have most of those concerns. So most people still
prefer using bikes. Plus, bike sharing'*® is super popular in China. It’s easy and cheap to rent a bike

for a trip.

3. Do you think air pollution comes mostly from mobile vehicles?

fl 40

No, I don’t think that mobile vehicles are the main cause of'*” air pollution. They definitely contribute

141

a lot to the problem'*. But I think that a lot of air pollution comes from ships, trains, and other forms

of transportation. Factories also cause a ton of air pollution. You can see all the dark smoke that comes

out of them.
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4. Do you think people need to change the way of transportation drastically to protect the
environment?

No, I don’t think people need to change a lot about how they go out. Even if we stopped using any

142

form of transportation that consumes fossil fuels'**, global warming won’t get better. The damage

has already been done. It’s better to make some minor improvements to reduce carbon dioxide

emissions'#, like carpooling!4* more, taking more public transportation and buying electric cars.

5. How are the transportation systems in urban areas and rural areas different?
Well, urban and rural communities have very different transportation systems. Urban areas are very

crowded and have more developed infrastructure'#. So urban residents have easy access t0!'% lots of

public transit. But transportation systems are never that good in villages. The residential area of a
rural neighborhood can be very small, so people in the countryside normally ride a bike or just walk

places.
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Topic 15 FHILFER BN
1. What kind of people are easy to get along with?

147

I think people who are easygoing and agreeable *’ are the easiest to get along with. You can trust them

to be kind to whoever they meet!'*®. Plus, it's also easy to be around optimistic people. They like

looking on the bright side of things'#’, so they are always nice to friends and hardly argue with them.

2. How do leaders get along with their subordinates?
I suppose that in general, leaders try to connect with their subordinates. Leaders want to get to know'>°

the people who work for them. Of course, they still need to be professional and earn their employees’

respect'®!. But I think they try to make their employees feel respected and cared for. That way, their

workers feel happy and satisfied with their jobs.

3. Do people have time for themselves nowadays?
Well, most adults work full-time jobs, and they also need to take care of their families. So it can be
very difficult for them to find time to relax. It’s hard for them to establish a good work-life balance.

Actually I think that as the cost of living continues to increase!?, it becomes more challenging to find

time for themselves.

4. Do you like talking with older people? Why?

Yes, I like talking with older people. They can share lots of details about what life used to be like. I

always love talking with my grandparents. They usually tell me some fun stories from when they
were my age'33. Plus, older people have more life experience. So they can always give you great

advice.
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1. What habits should children have? How can they have these habits?

[ think children should develop the habit of cleaning their rooms and picking up after themselves'>*.

They should be aware of whatever mess they create!>. It teaches them to be responsible. They can

develop these habits by doing simple tasks, like making their bed every day. Once they have enough

practice, they’ll become more cleanly.

2. What are the common habits of adults?

Well, some common habits are having a good sleep schedule!*%, eating balanced meals every day, and

having good hygiene. Those are pretty important habits to have if you really want to act like an adult.

Unlike young people, adults avoid staying out late and partying all the time'>”. Adults also do things
like exercising regularly, budgeting!8, and paying bills.

3. What should parents do to teach their children good habits?

I think that parents should demonstrate the good habits themselves '>°. Children learn from

observation'%?. If they see their parents doing things like flossing or eating breakfast every day, then
they’ll be_motivated to do those same activities. Parents should also explain the importance of
developing good habits to their kids. If children understand why the habits are good to have, they’ll

want to develop them as well.

4. Should adults encourage good habits in children by talking to them or by leading by example?
I think adults should do both. They should explain why having good habits is important. But they

should also demonstrate those habits'®!. Children learn from observing other people. So if they see

their parents having good habits, they’ll want to develop them as well. Children often copy their

parents’ behaviour, so parents need to be very aware of this.
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5. What influences do children with bad habits have on other children?
Children are strongly influenced by what their friends do. If they see their friends developing bad

habits, like skipping school'®?, they might copy them. Sometimes, children with good habits can be

easily influenced by children with bad habits to develop poor behaviour. Plus, if kids with bad habits

are seen as cool, children will be even more motivated to copy them. It’s definitely a big concern!®3.

6. Why do some habits change when people get older? How do people's habits change as they
get older?

I think that some people change their habits because they don’t work with their lifestyle anymore!%4.

For example, young people might stay up late and party a lot because they don’t have a lot of
responsibilities. But as they get older and have more responsibilities, they’ll start going to bed early

and staying in on the weekends!%°.
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1. What time do you usually get up? And do you like getting up early?

I usually get up at 7am so that [ can be at work for 8:30. I like getting up early in the spring and
summer. The sun usually wakes me up. But in the winter, it’s dark in the mornings. So I don’t like to

get up too early then'%. Honestly, it’s hard to get out of bed on dark and cold mornings.

2. Do you know anyone who likes to get up early?

My mom always wakes up early. She’s usually awake by 5am'®’. She goes for a morning walk for

about an hour. I think that she’s able to wake up so early because she also goes to bed early, usually

around 9pm. If she went to bed any later!%®, she probably wouldn’t be getting enough sleep.

3. Why do some people get up early? Why do some people hate getting up early?

Some people get up early because they have to for work or for school'®. And some others get up

early because they enjoy it. These people might like having time to relax in the morning before they
begin their day. But some people hate getting up early because they stay up late!’®. So it’s hard to

wake up in the morning. They may feel tired all day if they get up early.

4. Why do some people like to stay up late?

I think some people like staying up late because they’re more energetic at night. They just work better
at that time. Personally, I like staying up late because it’s quieter in my house. Everyone has gone to
sleep. Other people like staying up late because of exciting activities that happen at night'”!, like

parties and concerts.
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5. Do you think morning is the best time of day?
Well, I think that evening is the best time of day. It’s the end of the work or school day, and you have
time to relax. I do like mornings, but'”? they can be really stressful. If you’re getting ready for work

or school and you’re running late!”, then your morning isn’t very enjoyable.

6. What kinds of occasions need people to arrive early?
Most people try to arrive early for formal ceremonies like weddings or funerals'’. Those events
require a large amount of organization and planning. It’s important that no one arrives late in order to

avoid interruptions!”>. People may also arrive early to an airport or train station. Many airlines suggest

that passengers arrive three hours early to avoid missing a flight. So arriving early is a good idea for

travelers.

7. What happens if you arrive early or late?

When you arrive somewhere early, you have time to get settled'”®. For example, you have enough

time to find a seat or use the bathroom if you need to. But if you arrive late, it can be super stressful'”’.

It really depends on the event. Being late to a party is fine. But being late to a meeting or a class is

rude. You should avoid being late if you can.
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1. What are the rules students should follow at school?

I think that a good rule is respecting everyone at school. Whether it’s their teachers or their peers'’s,
students need to be polite. They shouldn’t be rude or disrespectful to people. Students should also try

to avoid interrupting lessons'”. It can be very distracting to the other students who are trying to learn.

2. Are the rules at school good or bad? Why?

I think that most rules at school are good. They remind students of'8® what behaviour is appropriate.

For example, rules that forbid bullying!8! are important because it helps keep students safe and happy.
However, some rules can be ridiculous. For example, some schools forbid female students from

having long hair. Rules like that can make students frustrated.

3. What rules should children follow at home?
I think children should follow some basic rules. For example, they should go to bed on time; and they
should only watch TV when their parents allow them to. Generally speaking, parents know what’s

best for them. The rules at home are there to encourage the children's growth'3?, both mentally and

physically. So children need to listen to their parents and follow their rules.

4. How are people punished when parking in a wrong spot?
People usually get punished for parking in the wrong spot by getting a ticket. That ticket usually
comes with an expensive fine. Most people think parking tickets are ridiculous. But in some cases,

it’s deserved!®3. If you park in front of a fire hydrant'®, for instance, you might make it harder for the

firefighters in case of an emergency.

5. Do people in your country often break rules?

Most people in my country obey the law'®S. But of course, there are always exceptions'®®. I think

whenever people break the law regularly, it’s usually a traffic law. Lots of drivers speed, especially

during the work week. But for serious things like the lockdowns and mandatory testing for Covid-19

187 Chinese people rarely break the rules.
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1. What kind of people would like to go to a café?

I think young adults like going to a café. When you’re a kid or a teenager, cafés are kind of boring.

188

But when you’re a young adult, they’re a nice place to meet up with your friends'®® after work or on

the weekends. Plus, retired people also like going to cafés because the environment there is super

relaxed. It’s a nice place to chat over coffee or tea'®.

2. Why do young people like studying in a café instead of at home?
Well, young people like studying at a café because it’s nice to leave their house sometimes. When

you’re studying at home, you might get sick of being in the same place all the time'*°. Plus, you can

get distracted by your roommates or family members. Cafés offer a nice, quiet atmosphere where you

can focus. It also makes studying better because you can enjoy a nice tea or coffee while you work.

3. Do Chinese people like to go to a café? If not, what are their social places?

Well, not every Chinese person loves going to a café. But there are more young people who are into

coffee culture'' and enjoy hanging out with their friends at coffee shops. But honestly, older people

in China rarely go to a cafe. They’re used to having a meal with others!? at a restaurant to socialize.

4. Do older people in China like drinking coffee?
No, I don’t think so. Most middle-aged and senior people don’t drink coffee. Very few of them like

coffee. It’s mainly because they didn’t grow up with a coffee culture!®?. Instead, they were surrounded

by a strong tea culture. Plus, coffee is fairly new'®* in China and just got popular. I bet that 30 or 40

years from now, there will be more regular coffee drinkers than today.
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5. Do young people like to invite their friends to their home? Why?

Yes, I think so. Inviting friends over is a good way to build your friendship outside of school'®’.

Sometimes school is too busy to spend a lot of time with your friends. So inviting them to your home

is a great option'®®. Plus, many young people also like to show their friends their space!®” and get to

know their families.

6. What do you usually do when you come to the house?

When I get home, I usually change into comfortable clothes!® if I don’t have to go out again. Then I

make a tea. | usually read or watch TV. If I have friends coming over, I clean the house and make a

snack or meal for them. I may also study at home or do more work if I didn’t get it done during the

daxl99.

7. What is the difference between a cafe and a restaurant?

Cafés are usually smaller. Besides, they’re designed more for casual hangouts??, like talking with a

friend over a hot drink. But restaurants are usually fancier places?®' where people go to enjoy a nice

meal. Sometimes they celebrate special occasions like birthdays or graduations. Plus, restaurants are

more expensive since they offer full meals?’? instead of snacks.

8. Do people prefer to have parties at cafes or restaurants?

I think people prefer having parties at restaurants. Cafes are better for casual hangouts?®, like meeting

204

up with a couple friends. But with restaurants, you can make a reservation for="* a larger group.

Sometimes you can even reserve a whole room for your party. I know lots of people who’ve had

birthday parties or graduation parties at a nice restaurant. It can be really fun.
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9. Do coffee shops in China sell tea? Are coffee shops that different in different countries?

Yes, most coffee shops in China sell tea. In fact, selling tea or milk tea is a lot more profitable than
selling coftee. China has a thousand-year tradition of drinking tea, so it’s very popular in Chinese
coffee shops. Plus, coffee shops in different countries have different features. They have to adapt to

the local culture and local people’s preferences?®. It shows respect to customers of the country and

provides another source of revenue?%,

10. Do Chinese people like to drink coffee?
It really depends. Younger people like drinking coffee. They often enjoy a cup of coffee while taking

a break from studying. Sometimes they get a huge cup of coffee to stay awake for an all-nighter?®’.

But older people don’t like coffee as much. They prefer tea, which is the more traditional beverage?®®

in China.
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Topic 20 HLE @ ¥ 8l A
1.Do you think children are born smart or they learn to become smart?

Well, there’s a very interesting debate about?”® nature vs. nurture. The debate basically asks if children

are born with their personality and skills, or if they develop those traits in life. Personally, I think that

both are true. Some people are naturally very smart. Others have learning disabilities?!? that may

affect their intelligence. But any child can become more intelligent with the proper supports and

education.

2. How do children become smart at school?

I think children usually become smart at school by working hard and being open to learning new

things?!'!. They have to work hard at a subject in order to master it*!2. But they also have to adapt to

new material and ways of learning. For example, their teacher might teach them something using a

hands-on method. So they have to learn with that method in order to get smarter.

3. Why are some people well-rounded and others only good at one thing?

It depends on their personality, as well as the effort they put into things?'3. Some people find one

thing that they are good at. Then they put all of their effort into that one thing and become experts.

Others do not have one passion, but rather prefer to?'* develop many different talents. Either way?'>,

most people focus on things they are good at.

4. Why does modern society need talents of all kinds?

Well, modern society needs talents of all kinds. That’s the best way to have a healthy workforce?!S.

If everyone was good at science and became doctors, then no one would become an author or a teacher.
It’s better to have a society where everyone contributes something different. We need just as many

artists as we need accountants.
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5. Do you think clever people are bad at some things? What things can clever people be bad at?
I think that everybody has weaknesses. For clever people, it really depends on what they’re clever at.
Someone who’s good at math might be bad at writing essays. Or someone who’s very smart and witty

might be bad at being empathetic?!’. There are different ways to measure intelligence.

6. What role can a good teacher play in a student's learning?
Well, a good teacher is very important to a student’s education. If they can teach a lesson effectively,

it’ll help the student understand the material quickly. As a result, that student can get a good grade?'®

and feel confident about learning. A good teacher can also encourage a student whenever they have

problems. That helps the student become more motivated?'®.

7. Do the people around you have special skills?

Well, ’'m friends with people who??? have studied other subjects. So it seems like they have special

skills. My friends who study science know how to solve complex equations??!. Besides, I have a

friend who works in construction, so they’re very good with tools in a way that I’m not. It’s cool to

know people with different specialties. It makes me appreciate everyone’s differences.
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Topic 21 X H-SF TEAEIA
1. What jobs are well-paid?
There are lots of jobs that pay well. For example, nowadays coding is a very valuable skill. So

programmers can easily find high-paying jobs. That’s why lots of college graduates apply at IT

companies. Besides, being a lawyer is a profession that pays really well. After all, lawyers have to

deal with tons of complicated legal issues?22.

2. What are the changes in working conditions?
It seems to me that in general, working conditions have improved. A lot of jobs are more

accommodating for any special needs??*. For example, more and more companies have started

allowing workers to take a nap after lunch. Some of them even provide lounge chairs??*. I think it’s

mainly because workers have more rights than they used to.

3. What are the impacts of the epidemic on the work environment?

Well, one impact of the epidemic is that lots of people are working from home??* now. That’s great
for some people but more challenging for others, like parents with young children at home. In the
future, a majority of??% jobs might move online. So unfortunately, jobs that can’t be done remotely

might disappear.

4. Which jobs in your country have low wages? Why are their wages low?

Unfortunately, a lot of essential jobs??” have low wages. People who work in the service industry

don’t get paid a lot. People who do manual labour??® also have low wages. For example, factory

workers and labourers are some of the lowest-paying jobs. I think it’s mainly because those jobs don’t

require much skills and education. So the workers doing these jobs can be easily replaced.
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5. What working skills or skills useful for work should be taught to high school students?

I think high school students should have to study accounting. Learning how to do that kind of math
is really helpful for lots of jobs in business or finance. High school students should also learn some
basic technology skills. They should learn about different software and learn how to use a computer

well. Those skills are a must??® when entering the job market.

6. What working skills or skills useful for work should be taught to college students?
Well, college students should learn how to write well. They should learn how to communicate well

and make a persuasive argument®*’. It will help them become more successful at work, no matter

what field they go into. Besides, it would be helpful for them to learn coding. It might seem weird,

but?! coding is useful in lots of different jobs.

7. Do you think younger people should be lower-paid than older people?

In some cases?*?, I think younger people should be paid the same as old people. For example, if

they’re doing the same job with the same level of experience, they should get equal pay?*3. However,
if an older person has been working at a company for longer, they might get paid more because of

their experience. That’s pretty normal.
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Topic 22 F N iR K=
1. Do young children like the same stories as older children?
No, I don’t think they like the same stories. Preschoolers?** and even older children like stories that

have a lot of action. They also love stories with complicated plots**®. But toddlers like stories that are

simple and fun. They like stories that aren’t too scary or thrilling. Anything that’s light and
entertaining?3® is good for them.

2. How has technology changed storytelling?
Well, I believe technology has made storytelling more entertaining. Animation is a great example. In

the past, animation looked very plain?*’ and wasn’t very impressive. But now, with new software,

238

animation can look almost as convincing as real life*°. There are so many different art styles that can

be used in animation. So filmmakers can create really interesting and beautiful stories.

3. How do people tell stories to children?
I think people usually simplify things?3® when they tell stories to children. It can help children
understand the stories easily. Besides, adults don’t want to tell their kids about anything too mature.

So they tell stories that are just fun and entertaining. Sometimes, they even use silly voices to make

the kids laugh?*°.

4. Why do children like stories?
Children like stories because they’re entertaining. When you listen to a really good story, you get

totally immersed in it**!. Stories can make you laugh, or they can even make you cry. Besides, when

children listen to stories, they can learn about the world. Stories help them understand some more

serious topics. For example, the story of the rabbit and the turtle helps children understand the

meaning of perseverance®.
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5. Some children watch TV for a long time; do you think that is good or not?

I think it’s a bad thing because children might become addicted to?** TV and never get any physical

exercise or social interaction?*. Generally speaking, kids need to spend more face to face time with

their family and friends. Spending more time outside instead of watching TV is very helpful to their

physical development as well.
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Topic 23 — L HAEH LKA

1.What are the ways to make new friends?

People usually make new friends by going to parties or social events. Or they make friends with the
people who are around them all the time?*. For instance, they might become friends with their
coworkers. Or if they’re at school, they can become friends with their classmates. Some people even

make friends online?#S. It sounds funny, but it’s very common nowadays.

2. What qualities make a good friend?
I think a good friend is someone who is patient and kind. They can stay calm, even when you’re in

an argument. They should also be reliable. You can depend on them, no matter what**’. Besides, a

good friend should have some common interests. It can be hard to bond?*? if you don’t share any

interest or hobbies.

3. How do you maintain friendships?
Friendships can be very hard to maintain. Nowadays, people get really busy with work or school.
They might start to neglect their personal relationships. But in order to maintain a friendship, both

people need to make an effort?”. For example, when your friends are in need of help, you should help

them even when you have lots of other things to do. You should also communicate your needs®*’. If

you start to feel neglected, you have to express that to the other person.

4. On what occasions do people like to make friends?
I think people like making friends when they’re in a new environment. For example, when young

people go to university, they like making friends in their classes. It’s also nice to make friends outside

of class®!. That way, their friends can help them adjust to university life. People also like making

friends at their jobs. Getting along with your coworkers makes the job better.
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5. Is it important to have the same hobbies and interests when making friends?

I think having some similar hobbies as your friends is important, but not essential?>2. Many people

become friends because they’re similar. Then they stay friends for a long time because of those

interests. But some people have best friends who are really different from them. People can actually
enjoy each other's interests and learn a lot from each other.
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Topic 24 FII KB @I B
1. When do children normally form their own views?
I would say that children usually form their own views when they’re in elementary school. As they

grow up?*3 and start learning about the world in class, they begin to form opinions. For example, they

might think about how they want to treat people. They may also form opinions on other cultures®>*

when they learn about them in school.

2. Do children have strong opinions?

Yes, I think children have strong opinions. As kids grow up, they may feel very strongly about their

opinions because it’s all they know. They just focus on what they’re familiar with. So they can be
very passionate about what they believe, even if they don’t know why they believe it. For example,

sometimes you can’t talk children down?> when they want to play on a snowy day, even if you tell

them it’s unsafe to be in the snow.

3. Should parents request their kids to obey them?
Yes, I think parents should ask their kids to listen to them. Sometimes, parents might demand too

much. Children might lose their confidence in decision-making?3®. But for the most part®’, it’s good

for kids to listen to their parents. Most of the time, parents know what’s best. For example, children
need to listen to their parents when they’re doing something risky, like crossing a street without

looking.

4. In what industries do you think communication is a necessary skill?
Well, communication is a necessary skill in most industries. Actually I think it’s most important in
business and other fields where you deal with customers. You know, you need to be a good

communicator if you’re trying to make transactions with people?*8. Communication is also really

important if you work in education. After all, effective learning comes from good communication.
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5. How to be a good listener?

Being a good listener is a difficult skill. Many people listen in order to give it advice. Or they might

connect it to their own lives in some way?>°. This technique can be helpful, but it doesn’t always

work?®’. Some people want to be listened to, but they don’t want advice. They just want to say how
they feel and be supported. So I think you should ask the person if they want your opinion, or if they

just want to talk.

6. At what age do kids start picking up a hobby or interest?

I think kids usually find a hobby or interest when they’re five or six. Around that age, they’ve

developed their personality more. So they know more about what they’re interested in. They also

have more options. You can’t do that many activities?®! when you’re super young. But as you get

older, you can try out different things, and start finding what suits you.

7. What is the importance of listening?
Listening is very important because communication is dependent on it. You can’t have good

relationships without strong listening skills. If someone feels like they’re not being listened to, they

might get upset. So, listening is how we show people that we care about their views?$?. Being a good

listener can help you in your relationships with others.

8. Do children often express and share their views with others?

I don't think every kid does that. It’s true that some kids naturally love sharing their thoughts with

others. But shy kids often hate talking about their opinions. Plus, strict parenting?®* can cause children

to be afraid of expressing their views. Some parents are harsh with?* their kids whenever they speak.

So those kids might not want to express themselves.

(Copyrights to & i it i ¥ = )5 4D

2% in some way: LAFEFRTT their views: GAE) T £ AT AATRZAIRATR
260 it doesn’t always work: AN A L oy TERABATE 7

261 You can’t do that many activities: &/ A] BT 263 strict parenting: A% 1 Z L

KENESN; A T 4 2 s 264 are harsh with: Xt.../™

262 Jistening is how we show people that we care about



R iod 3 v = R B

WU TR 5t g3
EFRTFR R AEE B TR ICREN, ST RMERER Penny ZITARE ook

Topic 25 /N FEI R BRI A

1. Why do people always miss their childhood?

It seems to me that people miss their childhood because it’s more stressful to be an adult. When you’re
older, you have more responsibilities. You have to pay bills, handle a full-time job, and in some
cases?® take care of your own children. So childhood seems like a much better time of life. It’s easy

for people to be nostalgic?%®,

2. Are kids happier than adults? Why?

I suppose that in some ways?®’, kids are happier than adults. When you’re a kid, life is simple. You

don’t have to worry about paying bills or working at a full-time job. Kids are content with?®® simple

things, like hanging out with their friends. As an adult, you have more responsibilities and more stress.

So it’s harder to find happiness.

3. What do people generally remember about elementary school?
I think that people usually remember the friends they made in elementary school. They might

remember some cool experiences from a class. But the thing that stands out the most is?® the people

that they met. A lot of people remember the good friends they had in elementary school, and keep a

lifelong friendship with them?"°.
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4. Why do people still remember many of their friends from primary school?
I think it’s because primary school is an important time in people’s lives. When you’re young, you’re
learning about the world for the first time. Most people can remember their childhood friends because

they went through lots of important first experiences together?’!. It’s really sweet how those childhood

friendships can last a long time?”2.

5. What kinds of primary school teachers will impress students?

I suppose that students are most impressed by primary school teachers who are engaging?’3,
enthusiastic?’4, and caring. Children in primary school are very young, and they can’t focus for a long
time. So the teacher needs to plan engaging activities to keep students focused. Teachers also need to

be kind and caring so that students feel comfortable asking for help if they have a problem.
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Topic 26 B RIRZI ) — 5 R
1. Which can help you remember things better, words or photos?

It depends on the person. Some people learn better through photos. But others memorize things by

reading about them. It also depends on what you’re trying to memorize. If you’re trying to remember

what someone looks like, a photo would be better. But if you’re trying to remember a classic poem?”>,

you’d have to read it a lot of times.

2. Why do some people have better memory? / What may affect people’s memory?

I think that in some cases, it can be due to genetics?’®. But a good memory also depends on other

factors. For example, you can remember things better when you have a healthy diet and you exercise
regularly. Plus, people who try new activities, like learning a language or an instrument, have a better

memory because it keeps their brain active?’”.

3. Why can some people remember some little things in life?

I believe that some people pay attention to the little things because they matter to them?’3. Little things

can be important depending on the person. For example, detectives and police officers are very good

at recalling small details of crime scenes?”®. But for some other people, they can remember the little

things just because they have a great memory.

4. Are young people better at memorizing things than old people? Do young people have a
better memory than old people?

No, I don’t think so. I actually read in an article that the human brain stays young even as we age?8’.

So I don’t think that the aging of the brain?®! affects your memory. If someone has a healthy brain

when they are old, they will be as good at memorizing things as young people.
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5. Do men and women have differences in memory?

Yes, there are actually some differences in memory when it comes to men and women. I read an

article not long ago. It says that in general, women are better at remembering things like names, faces,

and conversations. They also have better short-term memory?3? than men. Men are usually better at

things like navigation®®. So they can remember directions to a place even if they only went there

once.

6. Do people like things with sentimental value?

Yes, people like keeping things that are associated with certain memories?®. It’s very common to

keep items from your childhood so you can remember it when you’re older. Some people save their
favorite toys, while others keep things like sports medals. People also like keeping things from

important occasions like graduations and weddings. It helps them preserve special memories®®>.

7. Can technology help people remember things better? How?
Yeah, definitely. One good example is photography. In the past, not many people owned a camera
because they were really expensive. But nowadays, basically every cell phone has a camera. You can

take pictures and videos of a moment instead of only preserving it in your mind. Then, later on, you

can look back at those pictures and videos to fully remember the occasion?%®.

8. How to forget a bad memory?

Well, people can forget a negative memory?®’ in a few different ways. First, it might help to talk to

someone about it, like a friend or family member. It’s a good way to relieve your pain®®8. It can also

help make you less sad or scared. Besides, you can try to think of some good memories instead. For
example, if the bad memory happened at your school, think of a good memory from school instead.
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1. What decisions do people usually make in their daily lives?

People make lots of decisions throughout the day?®®. For example, they have to choose what to eat

every day. Sometimes they might pick between cooking a meal or ordering take-out?*’. People also

have to decide how they’ll spend their time. There are lots of options for things to do during leisure

time. So they have lots of choices to make.

2. Which is easier, making a decision by yourself or making a decision after group discussion?

I think that it really depends on the decision?®'. Sometimes it’s better to make a decision by yourself.

If everyone’s giving their opinion, it’s hard to figure out what you really want. But in other cases®®?,

you might actually want other people’s opinions. It’s helpful when the decision is something you’re

unsure about.

3. Why are many young people unwilling to follow their parents’ advice?
I suppose that young people are unwilling to follow their parents’ advice because they want to be

independent. Young people grow up having to do everything their parents say?®3

. So once they become
teenagers or young adults, they don’t like following advice. They want to show that they can make

their own decisions. They may even try to do things completely different from what their parents

suggest.
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4. Why would middle-aged people tend to second-guess their own decisions?
Middle-aged people usually have to make more important decisions than younger people. They have

a lot of family and work responsibilities. Every decision they make affects other people. So they

spend more time doubting themselves*** than a young person would. Plus, when you’re older, you

realize that your instinct isn’t always right?>. Middle-aged people know that they should think

carefully before making a decision.

5. How do people usually make decisions?

People usually make decisions by thinking about the pros and cons?*®. They’ll think about what they

might gain from the situation, and then judge if it’s worth the potential risks?>*’. A lot of people also

make decisions by talking to people they trust. They might ask their friends or family for advice

before they decide.
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Topic 28 JHE KA E A F

1.What kinds of apartments are the most popular?

I think that condos??® are probably the most popular. Those buildings have great views. There are also
lots of benefits. For example, most modern condos have a gym or even a pool. They have good

security so you don’t have to worry about getting robbed. They also have nice common areas?*’. You

can usually go on the roof and enjoy a great view of the city.

2. What are the differences between houses that young people and old people like?
I think young people like apartments because they have better views. If they pick a house, they’ll

probably like a house in a more modern style. But many old people prefer living in a single home3%

with a big yard. That way, they can plant flowers and vegetables in the yard. Plus, they don’t have to

worry about stairs in tall buildings.

3. What are the differences between apartments and houses?
Well, apartments can fit multiple families. They are in buildings, either high-rise or low-rise. And
most people in cities live in apartments. It’s the best way to deal with big populations. Houses, on the

other hand, are the most common in the countryside. Families in rural areas have enough space to

build their own house. And they are usually designed for one or two families at most®°!.

4. Do people usually rent or buy a house? Why?
People usually save up to buy a house. Some people like to rent, especially if they’re young. But it’s

cheaper to buy a house. I mean, you have to make big mortgage payments’?. But it’s worth it to own

a property instead of paying rent forever. That being said**, it’s getting more common to rent. Most

people just don’t have enough money to buy.
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Topic 29 #EFr K /8
1. Why do people move to a new home?
People move to a new home for lots of reasons. Most of the time, they need more space. They might

have a new addition to the family3%4, like a pet or a child. It can be hard to have multiple kids and pets

in a small house. Sometimes, people may also move to a new city for work. Plus, some people who

live in a city might move to the country because they want more outdoor space’®.

2. What problems will people face after moving to a new place?
People can face many problems after moving to a new place. They might need to do repairs®®®, or
they might have a problem with the new neighbours. What’s more, some people might realize that

307

things are more expensive in a new city, especially rent and utilities’®’. People might have to learn to

spend their money differently.

3. How do people solve these problems?

Well, people can deal with new expenses by rearranging their budget or saving up beforehand®®.

Besides, if people are struggling to adjust to the new neighborhood??”, they can befriend the people?!®

who live close by. It’s always helpful to get along with your neighbors. If you’re new to the area, your

neighbors can help you find the best restaurants and essential places like hospitals and grocery stores.

4. Is it good to move to a new place frequently? Why?

I don’t think it’s a good idea to move to a new place often. Moving is stressful and takes up a lot of

time3!'!. It requires a lot of research and preparation. Moving is also very expensive. If you’re renting,
you need to pay at least two months of rent at the start. If you’re buying a house you have to provide

a down payment3'2. So, it is better to move less often.

5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in the same place?

If you stay in the same place, you can form good relationships with the people around you. It’s hard
to connect with people when you move from place to place. But if you stay in one place, you might
get bored of your surroundings. Sometimes people feel frustrated if they never live anywhere else.
314

Depending on where you live’!3, it might also get too expensive to cover living costs
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1. What are the activities that people must do in their daily lives?

Well, there are the basic activities, like eating and working. You have to choose what kind of food

you’ll eat, and you usually have to go to work to support yourself. But another activity that people

should do every day is exercise. It’s important to stay fit through working out.

2. What waste people’s time in daily life?

A lot of things can waste people’s time in daily life. For example, people could get stuck behind a

slow walker3!® or have to wait for a friend who’s late. Those kinds of things are really frustrating.

Another thing that wastes time is scrolling on a cellphone3!¢

. People often spend too much time on
apps like TikTok, Wechat and Weibo. They could be more productive if they put down their

cellphones.

3. How do people balance life and work?

Finding a work-life balance is really difficult. People have to figure out their priorities®'”. If work

makes them neglect their family, they should try to handle their responsibilities differently®'® so they

can protect their relationships. Once you know what’s really important to you, you can base your

work-life balance around that3'°.

4. What (time-wasting) things do people feel stressed out about?
People usually feel stressed out about their commutes. If they have to wait in traffic, they’ll get

frustrated. Waiting in a long line of cars is a huge waste of time. I don’t know anyone who doesn’t

get stressed from being stuck in traffic. Actually, I think people hate waiting in line in general, whether

it’s on the highway or at a store.

5. Why do some people not follow their own plans?

Some people don’t follow their plans because they aren’t motivated enough®?’. They might set clear

goals for themselves, but when things get hard, they’ll give up. In other situations, people might

change their plans because they realize it’s not the right plan, or that there’s a better choice for them.
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6. Will you continue doing something when you are aware that it’s a waste of time?

Yes, sometimes I’ll waste my time on purpose®?'. Whenever I’m procrastinating3?2, I’ll just scroll

through social media3?3. I know that it’s totally unproductive, but it helps me relax. Plus, social media

is designed to be super addictive, so it’s fun. Even though it’s a waste of time, I like being on my

phone and doing something mindless3?*.

7. Why do some people refuse to abide by rules?

Some people think the rules don’t apply to them??3 because they’re smarter or special in some way32°,

For example, you often see news about people who ignore the COVID-19 rules of wearing a mask in
public areas. Sometimes, they might not understand the reason for the rule, so they decide not to
follow it. I think that it’s very selfish.
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Topic 31 FRIE KA
1.Do you think you are a creative person?

Yes, I think I’'m a creative person. I have lots of new ideas and I like thinking of new ways to do
things. It’s a good way to keep work interesting. I also really like making art. It’s not my job, but it’s
a really fun hobby. Plus, I like adding new decor and furniture to my apartment to reflect my

personality and creativity>2.

2. Is it good for children to learn arts? / Do drawing and music lessons in school help children
develop creativity?

Yes, it’s great for children to study the arts. Children can definitely develop their creativity through
drawing and music lessons. Both of these activities teach children to express themselves. With
drawing, they can use their imagination to create pieces of art. When they take music lessons, they
can express themselves by playing a song. Through these activities, children can learn to interact with

the world in new ways328.

3. Is children’s doodling meaningful?

Well, it depends on the child. Some children doodle things that are meaningful to them, while other
children just doodle for fun. I think doodling is a great way for children to practice their artistic skills

and fine motor skills’?. They can also practice their handwriting. Doodling is also a good option for

hyperactive children®3? because it helps them focus.

4. Do you think music education at school is suitable for all children?

Yes, I think all children could benefit from music education. They should at least have one class.
Learning about music or learning to play an instrument is really great for children’s development. It

gets them to use their brain in a different way. Studying music has also been shown to improve

children’s math skills33!.
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5. What kinds of jobs require people to be creative?

Many jobs require you to be creative. I think you can be creative no matter what your job is. Some

jobs are very obviously creative, like being an artist or a writer. Your success depends on how creative

and original you can be. Some other examples are people who work in graphic design®3? or marketing.

They have to figure out creative ways to advertise a product.

6. Do you think leaders need to have creative ability?

Yes, [ would say that leaders need to be creative. They have to consider every single member of their

team333. Then they have to think of ideas and solutions that work for them. This often requires the
leader to be creative to come up with ideas that work for everyone. The more creative a leader can be,

the more engaged?** and happy their team will be.

7. What age should children start music lessons at school?

I think children should start music lessons when they’re six or seven. If they’re any younger®3, they

might not be able to even hold an instrument in the correct position. But when they’re around that

age, they can understand simple instructions and begin to read music notes**°. Plus, if they keep at it,

they’ll be able to become talented in a few years. That can help build their confidence®?’.

8. Should teachers be creative?
Yes, definitely. They should be good at problem-solving, which requires creativity. Teachers have to

deal with lots of unpredictable situations33® when they’re in the classroom. They also have to

accommodate students who have different learning styles. So teachers need to be flexible when it

comes to how they teach and help their students.
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Topic 32 Hi@BKI4HE A
1. How do people know foreign friends?
People usually make foreign friends through travel. Sometimes it’s easier to start a friendship while

on a journey than in everyday life. After all, being in a foreign land33° means you’re more interesting

to the people there. Besides, some people may meet new friends from other countries online. When
you play an online game that is open to the world, it’s easy to get to know gamers** from other

countries.

2. What are the advantages of knowing foreigners?
Well, there are a lot of advantages to knowing foreigners. Firstly, you get to learn about a culture that

is different than your own**'. You might be introduced to new food, music, languages, or traditions.

Plus, knowing someone from another country gives you a good excuse to**? travel and visit that

country someday.

3. What are the pros and cons of living abroad?

One big pro is that** you get to experience a new culture. You might even learn a new language. I

think that’s a great way to learn more about the world, or even yourself in the process. You can also
try new food and meet new people, which is exciting. A con is that*** it might be hard to learn a new

language and fit into a new environment*¥. It can also be very expensive to live abroad.

4. Do you have any foreign friends and do you think having foreign friends is a good way to
know other countries?
Yes, I have some friends from other countries who I met on the internet. We met each other through

an online game called PUBG3#. 1t’s a trendy online shooting game**’. Anyway, I know them pretty

well after playing dozens of games together. And I’ve learned a lot about their countries through our

chats. One of them is from the Philippines. If it wasn’t for her, I wouldn’t know*®¥ so many fun facts

about the Philippines.

RTFH

339 being in a foreign land: 7E 7 [Efh £ 345 fit into a new environment: &R

340 gamers: WERRILK 346 PUBG: #athsRA4E; wfRA#E7 RS, ] DS
341 different than your own: A~ [E TR EH . If) “pub-gee”

342 gives you a good excuse to: éé\ J/ 'f//{# | ffﬁﬁ} E]/j 'ﬁéf 347 trendy online shooting game: ‘]fli’/ﬂt E"J?’féﬁﬁ?fﬁﬁ?iﬁ
] 348 1f it wasn’t for her, I wouldn’t know: UIHAZ

3% One big pro is that: — MR Kb 2 fth, BAZRIE. ..

344 A con is that: — /MR AL



R iod 3 v = R -
COUE T kL3
EERPOR TR AEATIB YR, WICEEN, VB7E BRI Penny 2 JTARAF ook

5. Do you think it’s important to know the culture and language before going to another country?
I think you should know a little bit about the country’s culture, as well as some important phrases in

their language before you visit. Some countries have very different attitudes and customs*#°. So you

don’t want to offend someone because you don’t know the proper attire or customs®3°. Knowing some

351

key phrases in the language is also very helpful. The locals will appreciate your effort to’>" speak

their language.

6. What do you think of people who work in international companies?
Well, it’s really cool for people to work in international companies. I respect them for it because they

probably have to deal with lots of challenges. Depending on their position, they might have to go on

business trips to different parts of the world. They might also have to learn about other cultures when
dealing with people from different countries. So it takes a lot of hard work and determination to

succeed at an international company.

7. What abilities do people need to have when working in an international company?
I think they need to have good language learning skills. International companies do business in more
than one country. So their employees have to communicate with other co-workers from different

countries. Employees who are bilingual or trilingual are definitely valuable. Besides, people skills>?

are also essential since communication makes up a big part of their job.

8. How can we promote international cultural exchanges?

I think that study abroad programs help promote international cultural exchanges. When students go

to another country to learn, they discover a totally new culture and way of life. It gives them lots of

knowledge that they can bring back to their own country. Besides, when they have cool experiences

abroad, they can have more understanding for people from different places.
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Topic 33 EWKHI4Z A i

1. What kinds of people are famous in your country?

There are a lot of famous singers and actors. People love keeping up with*3? those kinds of celebrities

because they feel like they know them. When you listen to a song or watch a movie, you feel like you
know the performer personally. So it’s really easy to care a lot about their lives. Singers and actors

are famous because people get obsessed with them3>* and want to know everything about them.

2. Why do people care about the private lives of celebrities?

I think it’s because a lot of people are curious. They want to peek into other people’s lives®>> and

356

know more about them. It’s not cool to invade people’s privacy~>° if you know them personally. But

some people think it’s okay to do with celebrities. After all, there’s a whole industry based around
celebrity gossip. I don’t think it’s healthy, but people definitely care. So it’s really easy to become

invested in the personal lives of celebrities.

3. Are international celebrities important to a country?
I think that in some ways®’, international celebrities are important to a country. They definitely

shouldn’t be valued more than people who do official work for a country. But they bring attention to

their country**® and they can be representatives for their culture®>®. When people see a celebrity from

a different country, they might want to learn more about it.
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4. Would people in the past become famous for doing good deeds? How about now?
I don’t think that people got famous for doing good things in the past. There wasn’t a lot of media
attention, so not everyone would hear about people doing good deeds. Nowadays, if someone catches

a good deed on camera®®, they can share it on social media and it might get millions of views®!.

People can become famous for simply helping someone out when their good deed is posted online.

5. What kind of person becomes a star? Can you be a star by making videos?

Social media is so easy to use that basically anyone can be famous. You just have to get lucky by
posting it at the right time. Lots of average people get famous for a short time by posting a video that
goes viral’®?, Sometimes they can stay famous if they keep making similar videos, like people who

363

do crazy stunts3®3 and post them online. But it’s hard to make fame last?4.

6. Why do people want to be famous? Do you want to be a celebrity?
I think people want to be famous because they really love attention. When you’re a celebrity, everyone

is obsessed with you. But it’s actually stressful to be constantly observed and talked about’®S. That’s

why I would never want to be a celebrity. I want to have my privacy**® and not worry about people

taking pictures of me whenever [ go out in public.
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7. What are the pros and cons of being a celebrity?

One big pro is that**” you get access to really cool things. You get treated specially wherever you go.

368

And you can go to exclusive events®®® in designer clothes. You obviously get a lot of money as well,

so you can afford whatever you want. But a big downside is that’®® you basically have no privacy.

370

You get photographed wherever you go and people gossip about you’" all the time.

8. What are the disadvantages of being a child star?
Well, being a child star can be really bad for your mental health. When you make the most money in

your family, you’re under a lot of pressure to support your family. You might also have greedy

371

relatives who try to take advantage of you’’'. Plus, if a kid always gets what they want, they’ll

probably grow up to be vain and spoiled3’?. If they stop being famous, they might not be able to adjust

to a normal life.
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|[H&R 1. What are the differences between famous people today and those in the past?

t373

I think famous people today may have more rights. I’ve watched a few documentaries about>’> actors

and actresses in the past. The industry treated them really badly3’#. Most of them had no rights over”>

their own bodies. If they gained weight they would be fired. Some actresses weren’t allowed to have

children until their contract was finished?’6. So I think actors have more rights and are treated better

than they were in the past.
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IH/& 2. Do you think famous people are necessarily good in their fields?

Well, it depends on the person. Some people are extremely talented. But others simply got lucky when

they became famous. For example, Tom Cruise isn’t a great actor. But he can play a consistent

character in his movie franchises’”’. He gets a lot of movie roles because he’s famous. But people

don’t think his acting is good. Some actors are definitely better than others.

IH& 3. Do you think media are putting too much attention on famous people?

Yes, I think the media pays too much attention to famous people. Celebrities are just humans like

everyone else. They don’t need the whole world to know about their lives. New media, especially

social media, often has lots of celebrity gossip and scandals3’8. I think it’s a bad trend®’°. The media

should focus more on real issues in society.

|H& 4. Do you think talent is important for fame?
Yes, talent is definitely important. Some people become famous online without any talent, but their

fame doesn’t usually last long. For someone to have lasting fame®®°, they need to be talented. The

singers and actors who stay as household names®®! all keep creating good artworks. Talent ensures

that they continue to get offered work, whether that’s roles in movies, record deals, or athletic

contracts382.

IH/& 5. What do you think about celebrities making so much money?

I think it’s weird that celebrities make so much money, but so many people in the world are suffering

from poverty and hunger3®}. Some celebrities donate to charities’®*, which is good, but they still
shouldn’t get paid so much. I don’t think they contribute to society more than scientists and doctors
do. They have skills, but that doesn’t make them better than other people.
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Topic 34 #ATHAE_EF RN
1. What can people do on social media?

People use social media for lots of different things. A lot of people use it to post updates from their

1ife3®3. They’ll show pictures of their pets, their relationships, and all kinds of personal things. Others
just use it to follow their favourite celebrities, so that they can see updates of their favorite singers or

actors.

2. Do you think older people and younger people will use the same kind of social media software?
No, [ don’t think they use the same kind of social media sites. Young people usually like using social
media apps like Weibo or TikTok. Those apps let you look at lots of posts very quickly. But older

people like social media that lets them talk with others more. So they prefer communication-based

apps>% like WeChat and QQ.

3. Do older people spend much time on social media?
No, I don’t think older people spend a lot of time on social media. For one**’, social media moves

very quickly. There’s always a new post to look at. Some older people might think scrolling through

388 5

posts on social media“®® is just a waste of time and staring at a cellphone screen could make their eyes

sore easily®®®. Besides, older people prefer having face-to-face talks and longer conversations with

others. So they don’t use social media as much.

4. Are non-social media like television and newspapers still useful?
Yes, | definitely think that television and newspapers are still useful. It’s mainly because they go

through a lot more fact-checking?*°. Social media is popular but it’s not always reliable when it comes

to reporting the truth. For example, if you want to learn about the latest government policies, TV and
newspapers are a better bet®!. There are always lots of false information and rumors on social media.
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1. Why are many music competitions popular in China?
I think it’s because it’s fun to support people who are really good at singing. Competitions are always
interesting because people pick favourites. Music is something that mostly everyone can enjoy. So

combining those two elements definitely makes for fun television’*2. Plus, sometimes the next major

singer can come out of those competitions®®?.

2. What kinds of music do young people like?

In general, young people like fun, upbeat music with a really good beat**4. They want something they

can sing along®?® or dance to. For young people who enjoy going to clubs, they need exciting music.

Besides, as far as [ know, many young people like pop and rock music. Some of them enjoy hip-hop

and rap as well.

3. What kinds of people like traditional music?

I would say that older people tend to like traditional music. Some young people listen to it, but I think

it’s just more enjoyable for the older generations. Most of the classic songs are elegant and slow-
396

tempo°?°. So they’re more suitable for the elderly to listen to. But they aren’t popular with young

people.

4. What are the differences between live concerts and online concerts?

I suppose that the energy levels are pretty different®®’. When it’s online, you can’t interact with any

of the other audience members. And the sound and visuals’®® are pretty different too. On the other
hand, when you watch an online concert, you save a lot of money on tickets and travel. But if you
want to go see live music??, it’s super expensive.
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1. What difficulties do people face when learning a language?

I think the main difficulty in learning a language is memorizing vocabulary. You have to know so

many different words. For some languages like Japanese, you have to memorize characters. It’s also

really hard to get used to a different kind of grammar. Some languages organize sentences in a

completely different way*®. So that’s difficult to adjust to.

2. Do you think language learning is important? Why?
Yes, it’s important to learn other languages. For one, it helps you connect with people from different
countries. Learning foreign languages helps you learn about different cultures and expand your

worldview*’!. Plus, being bilingual or trilingual**?> makes you more competitive when it comes to job

hunting*®3.

3. Which is better, to study alone or to study in a group? Why?

It seems to me that the best way to study is to do both. Studying alone is better for memorization and

review*

. But studying in a group is better for understanding new, complex topics because you can
learn from each other. Actually, when learning a language, you should definitely have a study group.

That way, you can practice speaking the language with other people.

4. What’s the best way to learn a language?
I suppose that everyone learns better by living in a country where the language is spoken. That way,
they can hear it every day and practice speaking it as well. But sometimes you can’t do that. So it

might be better to listen to the radio in the target language*®. You can also watch TV and movies in

that language.
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1. What skills do students /young people need to learn?
I suppose that students (young people) need to learn time management and organizational skills.

When they’re in school, they have to balance lots of assignments and other responsibilities. They

need to spend their time wisely*%° so they don’t get too overwhelmed. Besides, they should learn how

to communicate well with others. Being an effective communicator is one of the best qualities you

can have, especially when it comes to the workforce*”.

2. Do you think parents nowadays really care about helping their children learn those skills?

Yes, I think most parents care about helping their children gain those skills. They want their kids to

succeed. So parents try to teach their kids how to develop these strengths*®®. Or they at least show

them the right resources to get there. It’s very important to them that their kids can acquire these

important skills.

3. Is it hard for students to learn skills?
Well, I don’t think it’s too hard for students to learn skills. I mean, as a student, you have access to
lots of resources and educators who can help you develop various types of skills. A student’s job is

to learn, and they can do that by being open-minded and putting in the hard work*®.

4. Is it hard for old people to learn new skills?
Yes, it can be hard for old people to learn new skills. Some of them might want to do things the old-

fashioned way*!°. For example, some old people don’t want to learn any computer skills because the

technology is too new to them. But I think that if they’re willing to learn, they can pick up new skills

and benefit from them.
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5.1Is a good teacher very important for students’ learning experience? Why?
Yes, definitely. Having a good teacher is very important. Without a good teacher, students will feel

confused and overwhelmed*!! by all the things they have to learn. They might think that learning is

just a painful and difficult process*'?. A good teacher can guide students and make the learning

experience a positive one.

6. Which way is faster for people to learn new skills, from books or from life?

I think it’s faster to learn a new skill in a real-life situation*'3. Books can be very useful to review a

new skill, but real life is the best way to learn. You can read all about sewing*!4, but you can’t sew
until you actually try. Then, once you have learned a new skill, the best way to become an expert is
to practice.
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1. Are I'T-related jobs valued more by society?

Well, yes. People working in the IT industry are getting paid more than ever*!. So that shows how

valuable those jobs are. Plus, IT jobs make big contributions to society*'®. We basically can’t live

without technology. Even all the traditional jobs, like doctors, teachers, and police, depend on IT

workers. [ believe IT jobs will be even more valuable in the future.

2. Is the quality of products worse than before?

Yes, 1 think the quality of products has declined*'”. Since there are more people than before, the

demand for goods is also bigger. To meet the huge demand, most products are mass-produced*'® in

factories. So you don’t see the same attention to detail*!® as before. But it doesn’t mean it’s bad for

society. In fact, goods manufactured on production lines are usually cheaper.

3. What kinds of things do people like to repair by themselves?
I think it depends on the person. Some people are good at repairs. But others aren’t. People who are
handy*?° can have a lot of fun repairing things, like home appliances, furniture or even the house

itself. For those who think repairing something is too hard, they might just glue something together*?!

if it breaks. They would rather have bigger and more valuable items repaired by professionals.

4. Why do people like to get their mobile phones repaired in specialized stores?
Mobile phones are really hard to repair by yourself. If you try to repair your phone and you make a
mistake, that could become an even bigger problem. However, if you go to a phone store, they have

trained specialists*?2. They can fix the problem quickly*?3. That is why many people prefer to go to a

special store.
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1. What can children learn from their parents or grandparents? (T §841 %} parents I
grandparents 73 FF& [ )

Children’s parents usually teach them what values they should have*?*. They also teach their kids

basic skills, like how to cook a meal or how to do housework. Besides, Children can learn a lot from
their grandparents, like their family history. Actually I think children can also learn empathy from
their grandparents. They can help them with chores*?’. Helping the elderly can make children kinder

and more compassionate*2°.

2. From whom can children learn more, parents or grandparents?

I think that in general, children can learn more from their parents. Grandparents have a lot of
important information to share with children. But parents spend the most time with their children. So
they can teach them important life skills, like how to manage their time well and how to communicate

with others. More importantly, they can teach their kids to have good values*?’.

3. What kind of help do you think older people need?

I would say that older people usually need help adjusting to changes in modern society*?®. For

example, older people might need help with new technology. They might not know how to use their
phones or social media. So the younger generation can help out with that. As people get old, they also

need help with everyday tasks*?, like eating, dressing and bathing.

4. What skills can young people learn from older people?
I think young people can learn lots of practical skills from older people. For example, a lot of young
people don’t how to fix things when they break down*°. So older people can teach them some
technical skills. Actually so many young people don’t know how to use a screwdriver®! or do other
household tasks.

(Copyrights to it it i 78 = 15 4D

424 teach them what values they should have: #{54h 428 adjusting to changes in modern society: 3 N FiAY;
IRLZAA A2 (B Fe AR

425 chores: X451k 429 everyday tasks: H 5

426 compassionate: 3 [A) 17 0> 430 break down: KA E

47 have good values: A K 4F P EM 1 screwdriver: #8242 7]



R iod 3 v = R B

WU TR 5t g3
EFRT PR R AAE B TR, ICREN, TR MERER Penny ZITARE ook

Topic 40 /&34 &BHH Z R
1. Do you think learning new things is important?

Yes, learning new things is really important. If we stop trying to learn, we’ll become limited in our

knowledge®?. It’s good to learn new things, even if it’s something as simple as learning about a
different cuisine. I just learned how to kayak*33. I never thought I’d enjoy it. But it turned out to be a

really fun experience.

2. Who needs to learn new things?
I suppose that young people usually need to learn new things. Old people usually have a lot of
knowledge and experiences. But young people are still discovering the world around them. So they

should seek out knowledge from** lots of different sources. They should be curious about the world

and want to learn more about new things.

3. Where can old people learn new things?
Well, old people can learn new things from public places, like libraries or museums. Old people can

learn lots of interesting facts about other cultures®’® at museums. Besides, they can borrow books

from libraries that will teach them about new subjects. They can also learn everyday things*3® from

friends or family. Some old people learn how to use technology by asking their younger relatives.

4. Should the government spend more money to help people learn new things?

Yes, the government should definitely invest more money in*3” helping people learn new things. They

can set up more trade schools*® that offer free training programs. It’s a good way to create more

skilled workers. If a country's population is more educated, it is more productive overall. That means
a stronger economy and more tax revenue**® for the government. Investing more in public education

helps improve a country.
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5. Do you think retired people/people over 80 should learn new things?

Yes, I think it’s good for people to learn new things, no matter what their age is**°. People who are

retired or over 80 can exercise their brains by**! picking up new information. They might choose to
learn about countries they’ve never visited, or facts about ancient history. That’ll help them spend

their time in a fun way.

6. Is it difficult for adults to learn new things?

Well, yes, sometimes it can be hard for adults to learn new things. Adults have a lot of responsibilities
to deal with. They have full-time jobs and other duties, like taking care of kids and running a
household**?. So it’s often hard to find time to learn. Plus, it can also be difficult to focus on learning

something new when they’re so stressed with other things**3.

7. Is it the government’s responsibility to assist people to learn?

I think the government should help people learn. They should at least make education accessible**4.

The government can make public education free to everyone. They should improve the curriculum

and make sure teachers have enough resources to create a good learning experience for students*®. I

don’t think private companies will help people learn unless it’s profitable.

8. What are the differences between education in the past and now?

I think that in the past, education was focused more on exams. Getting higher marks on exams*® was

the main purpose of study. I mean, students can learn something by studying for exams. But they’re

limited in what they learn*¥’. And the exam skills are basically useless in real life. But nowadays,

there are lots of options for school. Students can study lots of different subjects, even if they’re not

related to college entrance exams.

9. What are the advantages and disadvantages of distance learning?

Distance learning is really convenient. You can learn from home instead of commuting#*®. So you can

save a lot of money on transportation. But it can be really distracting as well. It’s already hard to**

focus in class. But at home, you might get distracted by family members or your phone.
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1.Do you often buy more than you expected?

Yeah, | often buy more things than I was planning for. It usually happens when I’m grocery-shopping.
I always make a list before I go shopping, but I get more than I planned for because all the food looks

so good. It’s hard to have any self-control*>°,

2. What do you think young people spend most of their money on?
I think that young people like spending their money on new clothes and new technology. A lot of
young people care about what other people think of them. So they want to wear the newest clothes

and own the newest devices*!. Plus, they don’t usually have other responsibilities like paying bills*>2.

So they can spend their money on luxury items as well.

3. Do you think it is important to save money? Why?
Yes, it’s definitely important to save money. Anything could happen, and you might find that you

need money to pay for a damaged car or laptop. In case of emergencies*>?, you should always have

some extra money***. So it’s good to make plans for your money and try to save it. It’s also good to

save money for fun things like vacations.

4. Why are some rich people reluctant to spend money on others or even themselves?
Well, sometimes, rich people don’t want to spend money because they want to keep it all for
themselves. I think that the more money you get, the more you want to hold on to it*>> so you can

have even more. Plus, some people become rich after being poor or middle-class*3. So they still feel

like they have to save all their money.

5. Do people buy things they don’t need?
Yes, people definitely buy things they don’t need. Even when they go grocery shopping, they might
get extra items because they look really appealing. Plus, some people go out and buy things they don’t

need as a way to relax- this is where the phrase retail therapy comes from*’.
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1. Why do children always bring toys with them wherever they go?

I think it’s because toys give children a sense of comfort and security**®. When they leave the house,

it makes them feel safe and secure. Toys also keep children entertained. Children love playing with

toys while they’re out*’. T always see kids playing with toys while they wait in line at the store.

2. Why do many people have difficulty throwing things away?

Well, some people have really good memories associated with an object, which makes it tough to

throw it away. For example, someone may keep something just because it was a gift from their best

friend when they were young. It might seem silly to some people, but lots of items hold treasured

memories*®,

3. Why are children attracted to new things (such as electronics)?
[ would say that it’s mainly because they want to be like their friends. As they get older, children feel

pressure to be like others around them*!. They can become very competitive, so they always want to

have the newest thing. Children also get bored of things more quickly than adults. So they want new

stuff more often.

4. What do you think influences people to buy new things?

I think one of the biggest influences is advertising. People see ads everywhere they 1ook*2, from their

phone, to their emails and magazines. As far as I know, a lot of companies will track your purchases

on their website*%?, and then send you targeted ads based on what you like to buy. This can make it

hard to resist.
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5. Do people have more choices now when they are shopping?
Well, I don’t think people have more choices in terms

of what they buy. But they definitely have more choices in terms of how they shop. Thanks to online

shopping**, people can choose to have their items shipped to them*3. Or they can order them to be

ready for pick up at the store.

6. Does social media increase sales?
Yes, social media can increase a company’s sales. Many companies have a marketing department that
focuses on increasing sales through social media. They can advertise their products directly or work

with social media influencers*%®. Plus, you can see new purchases that your friends share on Weibo

or WeChat. It might get you interested in**” buying those things as well.

(Copyrights to it it i 78 = 15 4D

464 Thanks to online shopping: £ 75 7 W L4 466 work with social media influencers: It Kk V
465 have their items shipped to them: FEAAT S FI 7 (ML) A4F
AR AT 467

get you interested in: LEARA M4l



R iod 3 v = R B

WU TR 5t g3
EFRTFR R AEE B FTR Y, SRR, ST RMERER Penny ZITARE ook

Topic 43 % k%

1. What do you think of the relationship between companies and customers?

I think that customers feel like they deserve a good relationship with a company. And companies want
to make customers feel valued because they want their business. Companies will work hard to show
that they care about their customers’ business. Sometimes they send personalized cards or emails. In
return*®®, customers usually develop loyalty to a certain company. They’1l only do business with them

because they feel important*©®.

2. As a customer, what kinds of services would you expect to receive from a company?

I would expect some personalized things, like having everything addressed to my name*’°, and not

471

just “Dear Customer.” When companies add personal touches*”", it makes me feel like my business

matters more to them. I would also expect to get great customer service. If [ have a problem, I should

be able to get in touch in a quick and efficient manner*’2.

3. What kinds of jobs involve coping with the public?

There are lots of jobs in the public sector” that involve dealing with the public. If you work in

emergency services as a firefighter or a police officer, you have to work with the public a lot. It’s the

same for people who work at hospitals or in service jobs*’4. Those jobs can be very hard because

people can be unpredictable and hard to deal with.

4. What traits do people need to have if they need to provide service to the public?

I think patience is the most important trait to have if you provide service to the public. People can be
very demanding#”>, which might make you frustrated. But you have to be patient and professional
anyways. People can also be unpredictable, so you have to be flexible. You have to be able to adapt

to any situation.
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5. Should people receive training before they provide service to the public?
Yes, people should definitely receive training for that kind of job. People usually aren’t prepared for
how hard it is to work with the public. Providing services to the public requires a lot of patience and

flexibility. You need to be able to deal with lots of problems, which training can help you prepare

for*’®. Besides that*’’, you might have to learn how to deal with emergency situations.

6. What are the common customer service problems that companies often need to deal with?
A major problem is when a customer wants to cancel something they’ve purchased from a company.

For example, a lot of people might want to cancel or change their internet plans. So they have to

spend a lot of time talking to the internet company’s customer service line*’8. Companies also have
to deal with complaints about their products or services. That’s often frustrating for customer service

workers to handle*”®.

7. Why should companies react quickly when customers have difficulties?

I think the main reason is that it helps improve their brand*®. If they’re known for being fast and

reliable, customers will probably stay with them. Customer loyalty*®! is super valuable to companies.

So they want to make sure that they keep customers’ business. If they’re slow and unhelpful,

customers will probably move on to another company.

8. Why do some companies respond to customers so slowly when they need to solve problems
for customers?
I think that it depends on the situation. Sometimes a company wants to make sure that the customer

gets the best service. So they’ll work extra hard to solve the problem*®?. However, the customer might

have to wait for a long time for the issue to get resolved. Other times*®3, the company might not be
prepared for a certain issue. So it’ll get fixed very slowly. They also might not have enough employees

to deal with the problem.
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Topic 44 %3V 5

1.Do you think people should pay for higher education? Why?

No, I don’t think people should pay for higher education. Most jobs require a degree in higher
education. But young people from poor families might not be able to get a college education, and it

might cause them to miss out on*®* jobs and have a hard life. So universities should be sponsored by

the government*®>. There should still be requirements to get in. But money should not be an issue*36.

2. Is it good or bad for people to have free education in the future?

I think free education would be good because it can help people get out of poverty*®’. The people who

can’t get higher education are usually from poor families. Then, without higher education, they can’t

get a high paying job. So it becomes a cycle*®®. Free education would make things more equal for

everyone. Then, more people can get the careers they want.

3. What free gifts do companies usually give to their customers?
A lot of companies give their customers gifts to encourage them to buy more products or services.

They might send a holiday gift to their regular customers, or a discount code*®° that they can use on

a purchase. These gifts are great for marketing®*®. They’re also a good way to encourage customers

to recommend the company to their friends. So many large companies give gifts regularly.

4. Why do customers like to receive free gifts from companies?

491

Well, everyone likes free stuff. When a company gives out free samples or trials*’, you can try their

492

products without paying money. Besides, some companies like giving out free coupons™- at events.

It helps you spend less on their products. So, all customers like all kinds of free gifts from companies.
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Topic 45 A AE Y
1. Should people prepare before giving advice?

I think that it depends. Sometimes people will ask you for advice without any warning*. So you

won’t have time to prepare an answer. Other times**4, you might be able to prepare. This is especially

true if giving advice is part of your job, such as if you are a teacher, mentor, or therapist**>. In those

cases, you have to prepare because your advice might have a huge impact on people’s lives.

2. Is it good to ask advice from strangers online?
I don’t think it’s good to ask advice from strangers online. Children or teenagers should especially be

cautious about**® seeking advice online. They can't tell whether the strangers are helping them or

harming them. Plus, people can lie about their identities online*’. It can be very dangerous to share

a lot of personal information online with someone you don’t know. So I would advise not contacting

strangers online for anything.

3. What are the personalities of people whose job is to give advice to others?

I think these people are very understanding and patient. They can relate to a problem that their clients

are facing®® and give good advice. They can imagine how their clients feel and understand their

situation as much as possible. That way, they can give the best advice based on each individual

situation. Plus, they need to be patient because sometimes people might be upset when they ask for

advice.

4. What are the problems if you ask too many people for advice?
If you get too much advice, you might get confused. I mean, if you ask for advice from more than
two people and they have different opinions, that can be very frustrating and not helpful. It’s normal

that everyone has their own perspective. They might give you opposite advice but all make sense*”.

In that case, you might not be able to decide what to do next. So it might be better to ask just one

trusted friend.
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5. What kinds of advice do parents give to their children?
Parents want their children to succeed and be happy. So they give them advice that will help with that.
For instance, if children are facing a problem, parents will encourage them to not give up. Or they

might tell their children to be optimistic instead of complaining>®’. Everyone wants their kid to do

well, so they give them the best advice they can.

6. What advice do parents often give to teenagers about making friends?
Usually, parents encourage teenagers to be active when it comes to making friends. It’s easier to

befriend someone>®! when you start the conversation first. A lot of parents also tell teenagers not to

give into peer pressure’?, Sometimes when you make friends, you might be tempted t0°* follow what

they are doing. But it’s best to stick to your guns*** and avoid doing anything stupid.

7. Should parents get involved in their children’s friendships?

I don’t think parents should take actions with their children’s friendships, even if they fight with their

friends®%. If parents help too much, they might make the situation even worse. They can just teach

their children what qualities a good friend should have. They can let them choose who to be friends

with.

8. How do experts give advice to others? (e.g. a doctor gives advice to his patients); What
personal qualities should experts have?

Well, experts are very calm and helpful when they give advice. They try to give us all the right
information. And if needed, they can explain it more than once so we can fully understand. So to be

an expert in something>%, you should be patient and hardworking. You can’t just give up when things

get hard. Otherwise, you won’t do very well in your field.

9. Whose advice is more helpful? Parents’ or friends’?
I think parents’ advice is more helpful. Your friends might know you even better than your parents

do. But your parents have more experience. They’ve been alive longer’?’ than you or your friends. So

it’s best to listen to their advice. Your friends might give you bad advice even if they don’t mean to°%.

I always listen to my parents before my friends.
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Topic 46 B A ERKIA
1. Why are people friendly with people they don’t like?

Some people are friendly with people they don’t like because they have to keep a polite relationship

with them>®. There’s always something more important to do, so you can’t just avoid people you

dislike’'°. For example, if a husband and wife get divorced, they will likely continue to be friendly
towards each other because of their children. If two employees fight, they will continue to be polite

since they work together.

2. What kinds of people are usually friendly?
Friendly people usually work in jobs where they have to deal with people every day. For example,
teachers and nurses work with people of all ages every day. They need to be very friendly in order to

make people feel welcomed and relaxed. Plus, some people are more naturally friendly>!! than others

if they are outgoing. They really enjoy being around people’'2.

3. What are the differences between being friendly and being polite?
I think the main difference between being friendly and being polite is enthusiasm. People who are
being polite might have a nice conversation, but they won’t discuss their personal lives or get too

excited. If someone is being friendly, they’ll probably share personal details®'? and speak with

enthusiasm and emotion’'4. Being friendly means that you are more comfortable with whoever you’re

talking to.
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4. What do you think of the people who are always straightforward?

I like people who are always straightforward because I appreciate their honesty and efficiency>'s.

They always tell you the truth and share their honest opinion. Sometimes straightforward people

might seem rude. But I think that’s a misunderstanding. They aren’t trying to be rude’'. They just

want to be honest.

5. What do you think of a person who seems so nice and friendly no matter what happens?

People who can be nice and friendly, no matter what>!”, are very respectable. Sometimes I wonder if

they’re actually that nice, or if they’re just being polite. But I think it takes a lot of strength to be like

that’'®, especially when you’re dealing with rude people. So I really respect people who are always

nice to everyone.

6. When would you be friendly to someone you don't like?

I think I would have to be friendly to someone I dislike if I was working. When you’re at your job,
you have to be nice to the people you interact with, no matter what. It’s definitely not professional to
get mad at someone and be rude to them while you’re at work. I’d also be nice to someone I didn’t

like if T was trying to make a good impression on the other people around us®'’.
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Topic 47 4 AN ¥3h K45
1. What kinds of books do Chinese people like reading?

Well, it really depends on the individual because everyone has different tastes in32° books and movies.

521

Generally speaking, Chinese literature has a long history of folklore and legends’*", so many Chinese

people like reading these traditional stories. Plus, children may prefer fiction books, while adults may

prefer nonfiction books like biographies and history books.

2. Do boys and girls like the same kinds of books?
Well, it depends. Some girls love romantic comedies while others love horror novels. The same is

true for boys®?2. Honestly, boys are taught to avoid romantic or dramatic books. Instead they’re

encouraged to read nonfiction or action books. This really limits the kind of things that they read>?3.

I think that both boys and girls should read a variety of literary genres3?*.

3. Do you think it is very important to read the book before watching the movie version of it?
No, I don’t think so. Personally, I like reading the book before seeing the movie. But it’s fine to just

watch the movie by itself>?°. Sometimes it’s better to watch a movie without knowing anything about

the story. You can be disappointed if you watch the movie version because it might be worse than the

book.

4. Do you prefer books or movies?
I prefer books. Movies are fun to watch, but books are more interesting to me. When I’m reading a

book, I can also picture everything for myself>?%. It takes a lot of imagination, which makes reading

really fun. I think books are also a more relaxing way to spend time. Movies can be too loud and

intense.
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5. Did you read more magazines or books when you were a child?

I definitely read more magazines than books in my childhood. Honestly, I didn’t like books until I
grew up. They were just too complicated and boring for me. But reading magazines was a lot of fun
when I was a student. I really loved sci-fi magazines back then’?’. I even subscribed to a magazine

called The Sci-Fi World. I was really fascinated by it and could spend all day reading the issues28.

6. Do you think e-books will eventually replace paper books?
E-books are popular, but I don’t think they’ll completely replace paper books. People who love

reading generally prefer paper books. Reading on paper is easier on your eyes>?’. It’s also great for

students because they can highlight, underline, or write notes in the margin33°. Plus, paper books are

great to give as gifts!
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Topic 48 i3

1. What kinds of exercises do Chinese people like?

I think lots of Chinese people like to run or bike together. Others do tai-chi or go for a walk in public
parks. It lets you stay fit>3! while also chatting with friends or even family. When it comes to sports,
I think many Chinese people enjoy football. You get to run in a really large field and have fun playing

against the other team?>32.

2. What’s the difference between the sports liked by young people and those liked by the old?

I think young people like more intense sports, like basketball or soccer. They like activities where
they have to constantly stay moving. Those kinds of sports require fast reflexes 3 and lots of
endurance>*. But old people tend to like sports that are more relaxed. So they might play something

like golf.

3. Why do some people like to work out at a gym?

Some people enjoy working out at a gym because there’s professional equipment that they don’t have
at home. For example, not everybody can afford to get a treadmill®>3’. But if they get a gym
membership, they can use a treadmill and other types of workout equipment. Other people like going
to the gym because they can work with personal trainers, especially if they want to learn a new

exercise.

4. What characteristics do you think an athlete should have?

I think an athlete should be hard-working, patient, and confident. It takes a lot of dedication t033° train
and keep improving their skills as an athlete. They also need to be patient and not give up, even if it

takes a long time to achieve their goals. Most importantly, they have to believe in themselves. They

have to know that they’re capable of working hard and doing well.
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5.Why are there so few top athletes?
I think it’s because sports are extremely competitive. Lots of people want to be athletes just because

they’re decent at a sport®*’. But it takes a lot of dedication and hard work to33® make it as a

professional athlete. Only one team or one athlete can be the champion. So even among professional

athletes, there are only a few who can be the best.

6. What’s the best way to become a top athlete?
I think the best way to become a top athlete is to keep training and setting new goals. You should

always try to improve and advance through the different levels. Plus, you should definitely get a coach.

You need someone to guide you as an athlete and help you stay focused.

7. Do people often do exercises or sports nowadays?
Yeah, nowadays, people pay more attention to their health. So a lot of people really like exercising,
whether it’s at the gym or through playing a sport. Young people in particular’®® like being active.

They’re always looking for new ways to get fit. A lot of older people enjoy sports as well, though

they may pick more relaxed activities like golf.

8. What can the government do to encourage people to do exercise?

I think the government could invest more money in>* sports facilities and gyms. It would be great if

they could support gyms and help make memberships less expensive. The government can also

support natural spaces like public parks so people can exercise in nature. There’s nothing nicer than>*!

doing yoga or tai-chi in the park.
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Topic 49 /MR B HITTH
1. What are the differences when choosing toys for boys and girls? Do boys and girls like the
same toys?

I think boys usually like toys that they can be more active with. For example, they might like kites

542

because they can run around with them>**. Girls, on the other hand, like toys that they can pretend to

talk to. For example, girls like dolls because they can dress them up and use their imagination to play

with them?®*.

2. What's the difference between the toys kids play with now and those they played with in the
past?

Well, in the past, toys were a lot simpler. Kids played with things like blocks or puzzles. Some kids

had dolls, but they weren’t fancy. Nowadays, dolls are super customizable’** and come with lots of

outfits and accessories®®. Kids also have more advanced toys, like remote cars, electronic toys and

even smart toys that can connect to smartphones546.

3. What’s your opinion when choosing a gift for kids?
When you get a gift for a kid, you should think about their interests. For example, if a kid really likes

dinosaurs, a robotic dinosaur toy would be a thoughtful gift>*’. Besides, you don’t want to get them

anything too complicated or expensive. They might break it, or get frustrated with it*® and not enjoy

it.

4. What do parents usually buy for their children to make them happy?
I think parents like to buy toys for their kids to make them happy. Actually a lot of parents give their
kids toys that they know they’ll enjoy. Their kids feel happy because they know their parents care

about their interests®*°. For example, active kids are definitely happier to get a skateboard from their

parents than something else like a plush toy>°.
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5. Can girls play with toys that boys like to play with?

Yes, absolutely. Nowadays, most toys can be enjoyed by both girls and boys. But when it comes to
toys that are specifically designed for boys, there’s nothing wrong with®! girls enjoying them as well.
If girls find those toys fun, then they should be able to play with them.

6. Do you think parents should buy more toys for their kids or spend more time with them?
It seems to me that parents should spend more time with their kids. Buying toys for their kids is nice.
But quality time is more valuable. I think the best solution is playing with them. They get to bond and

build up their relationship with their kids. Nothing is more valuable than3’? spending time with your

family.

7. Should advertising aimed at kids be prohibited?
I don’t think it should be prohibited, but it should definitely be limited. There are some good examples
of kids’ advertising. For example, museums might have advertisements that show kids how fun

educational content can be. But advertising for toys and other things can make kids too obsessed with

having things. So that should be limited to some extent>>3.

8. How do advertisements influence children?

Advertisements can appeal to kids very effectively. They make the kids think that they need whatever

product is being advertised. They might even influence kids to ask their parents for a certain toy>>*.

It can make kids greedy and obsessed with having the newest thing>>. Kids can be affected by

advertisements very easily since they’re so young.
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Topic 50 BRI 7 A
1. What kinds of qualities do people need to run their own business?

People need to be smart, hard-working, and enthusiastic in order to run their own business>°. They

have to know what their target market™’ is and design a business suitable for their customers. Plus,
they need to be hard-working because running a business can be difficult. Finally, people need to be

enthusiastic in order to inspire their employees and come up with unique ideas>3®.

2. What fields do young people like to engage in when they start a business and why?

I think young people like the art and technology sectors3>® when it comes to starting a business. A lot

of young people are really creative and want to sell the things they make. If they have a unique style,

it’s easy for them to succeed. Technology is also a good area to start a business in>®, especially as

people come up with more new apps.

3. Is it better to start a business alone or start as a team?

I suppose that it would be better to start a business as a team. You can have twice as many ideas and

resources®®! to make your business a success. On your own*%2, you have no one to talk to for advice.

So it can be really hard to make decisions and take risks. Having a partner or a team also means that

you can divide up the workload>®.

4. What do you think are the key factors that contribute to the success of a business?

It seems to me that creativity, determination, and flexibility make a business successful. There are a

lot of businesses out there. So you have to be creative enough to stand out’®*. Businesses also need
to be led by people who are hard-working and determined to meet their goals. Plus, a business owner

should be able to adapt to different situations and needs.
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5. If you had the opportunity to have your own business, what business would it be? Why?
I would love to open a small shop that sells books. It would include a café so that people can sit and

enjoy a coffee and a snack. I love to read so I think I would understand my target market very well. |

also think people always want more cafes, so I would have a lot of customers.

6. What do you think is the retirement age for men and women?
I would say that anyone between the ages of 60 to 75 can choose to retire. Around that time, people

are ready to settle down>%. They usually have enough money to retire and live comfortably. I don’t

think it changes too much if it’s a man or a woman retiring. We’ve made a lot of progress when it

comes to gender equality®*®. So it’s normal for either a man or a woman to work until they’re older.
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