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Describe a time when you were very busy.

You should say:

b,

L2k

When it was; Hﬁ E?;
What you had to do during that time; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

How you managed it;

And explain how you felt about being much busy.

1 fCRRE 25

I’m going to talk about the time I had to juggle a part-time job with studying for exams®. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago during the end of the semester. |
wanted to get a job for the summer, but | ended up finding a job a bit earlier than expected. There
was an opening at a café near my home, which seemed like a perfect fit. The only downside was
that the job overlapped? with the last few weeks of school. So | had to start training for my job
while studying for exams, which was super stressful.

I was also really busy handling both work and study?®. | had to set aside a few hours* per day
to study, but | also had to go to shifts at my job®. | felt totally overwhelmed. My brain was
bursting® with all the information | had to memorize. Not only did | have to memorize lots of
facts and concepts for my exam, but | also had to memorize how to make beverages and prepare
dishes at this café. | started to feel like | had bitten off more than | could chew’.

I got through it® by becoming very good at time management. | created a study schedule
and worked around my shifts® at the café. By organizing my time well, | felt confident enough to
handle this busy time of my life. | was really stressed at first, but | felt good about myself for
handling the situation.

(Copyrights to Ff i id i v 5 4D
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Describe an important event you celebrated.

You should say:

hd .
L
What the event was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
When it happened; i:[ 11! i:[
Who attended the event; E'ETE il

And explain how you feel about the event.

2. R KIS

An important event | celebrated recently was my sister’s PhD graduation. If memory serves
correctly, this happened just a few months ago. It was a really big deal for her because she had
a hard time doing the PhD. You know, doctoral courses are way harder and she had to publish
her research paper in a reputable science journal, which is definitely not a walk in the park?®.
So when she finally settled on a PhD degree and made it through®!, my family and | were very

proud of her.

The hooding ceremony*? was a little boring, to be honest. We had to sit through hours of
speeches and a super long line of graduates walking across the stage. But it was so worth it to
hear my sister’s name get called and watch her accept her PhD degree. My heart was bursting
with pride®3. The best part was the dinner party that we had after the ceremony. We made a
reservation at a fancy restaurant and invited lots of family and friends. We had our own private
room to celebrate in, which made the occasion feel extra special. It was so nice being

surrounded by loved ones. | know my sister was really happy to have us all there with her.

| felt pretty happy as well. Even though the day wasn’t about me, | was over the moon'*
because my sister had achieved a huge milestone in her life. | was glad that she made it to the

finish line® and was finally ready to get a job in her field.
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Describe something that surprised you

You should say:

ha .

Lk
What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you found out about it; i:[ 11! i:[
What you did; B'E1E §il

And explain whether it made you happy.

3. BRI R ER

I’m going to talk about the time my friends surprised me with a really sweet gesture'’. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. | was getting ready to move to another
city. | was excited for the change, but | was also sad about leaving my friends behind8. | wanted
to do something special with them, but | wasn’t sure what to do.

Then, a week before | was set to move, my friends invited me to go to a nearby park with
them. They told me to show up'® at seven in the morning, which was confusing because we
normally don’t hang out that early in the day. When | showed up, they said that they had been
planning a special goodbye tour?® for me. They drove me to a scenic spot?* I’d been craving to
visit for a long time. We had a lot of fun there and they even prepared gifts for me. | was so
touched. It meant so much to me that they had this all planned out.

It was one of the most enjoyable days I’ve had in a while. After the sightseeing®?, we went
to my favorite restaurant for dinner, then we ended the day by going to a karaoke pub. | got to
do all my favorite things with all my favorite people. | was so happy to be surprised in such a
lovely way. And | felt so grateful to have such amazing friends.
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Describe a difficult decision that you once made but had a good result.

You should say:
What the decision was;
When you made your decision;

How long it took to make the decision;

And explain why it was difficult to make.

i"ﬁ.___}.-
=
ik i gt
&'E1E w0

4. WAEERFERERE

I’m going to talk about the time I decided to give up on eating sugar. If memory serves

correctly, this happened about a year ago. At the time, my friend was really focused on

improving her health. She read an article that talked about the health benefits of cutting down

on sugar?3. So she decided to challenge herself. She was going to avoid any food products with

added sugar?* for a whole month. She asked me to do the challenge with her. She said we could

keep each other motivated.

I love sugary foods?®, so | was very hesitant to jump on board?®. But after a few days, she

talked me into it. | thought it would be an interesting experience at the very least?’. It proved to

be pretty hard. | was basically going through sugar withdrawal?®. You know, | craved it so

much every day. But | slowly started getting used to not having it. After a while, | found that |

had more energy and that | could focus better. They were small changes at first, but it started

adding up®.

After the month was up®°, | decided that | wanted to keep avoiding sugar for as long as |

could. It took me a while to decide to try this out indefinitely. But the results have been

amazing. I’ve lost some weight and | feel like my health has never been better®!. So even

though it was hard to give up sugar, | think it was for the best.
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Describe a time when you were asked to give your opinion.

You should say:

b,

Lk

when it was; Hﬁ E?;
why you were asked to give your opinion; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

what opinion you gave

and explain how you felt about giving your opinion.

5. A AARIFIRER

I’m going to talk about the time my friend asked me for my opinion on their® singing. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My friend Alex decided that she
wanted to try her hand at® singing professionally. | was a little surprised, since she’d never
talked about it before. But she said it’d been a secret dream of hers for years.

She asked me to come over and listen to her perform. She wanted to know if | thought she
was good enough to make it as a professional singer. | was pretty nervous before | went over.
After all, if she was bad at singing, it would be pretty awkward to give her my honest opinion. |
didn’t want it to ruin our friendship3*.

Luckily, when she performed, | was blown away®® by her talent. She has an amazing singing
voice. She already sounded like a famous singer to me. | gave her a standing ovation®® at the
end of the first song. | was so shocked that she’d had this hidden talent all along.

I told her that | thought she was very talented and could easily make it as a singer. | was
really happy to give her my opinion, especially because it was so positive. I’m not sure if she’ll
find success as a singer. After all, talent isn’t everything when it comes to becoming a star. But |
think she has a lot of promise®’ and could go very far if given the chance®.

(Copyrights to Ff i id i v = 4D
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Describe a positive change in your life

You should say:

hd_,

[

What the change was about; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
When it happened; i:l 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

Who helped you;

And explain how it affected you later in life.

6. IR AR

I’m going to talk about a change to my diet. Specifically, I’ve decided to stop eating fast
food. | think it’s one of the most positive changes I’ve made in my life. If memory serves
correctly, this happened about a year ago. At the time, my friend was really focused on
improving her health. She read an article that talked about the health benefits of avoiding
processed food>?, especially fast food. So she decided to challenge herself. She was going to
stop eating out for a whole month. She asked me to do the challenge with her. She said we could

keep each other motivated.

I love fast food, so | was very hesitant to jump on board“C. But after a few days, she talked
me into it. | thought it would be an interesting experience at the very least. It proved to be
pretty hard. You know, | really craved fast food every day. But | slowly started getting used to
not having it. After a while, | found that | had more energy and that | could focus better. They

were small changes at first, but it started adding up*'.

After the month was up?, | decided that | wanted to stop eating fast food in general. Even
though it was hard for me to try it out indefinitely, | know it’s the right thing to do. And the
results have been amazing. I’ve lost a lot of weight and | feel like my health has never been

better*3. So even though it was hard to give up on fast food, | think it was for the best.

(Copyrights to Fft i id i v = 5 4D
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Describe a contest/competition you would like to participate in

You should say: -
L2k

70 =
TLRY
i g g
&'E1E w0

What the contest/competition is about;
Where the contest/competition will take place;
When it will be held;

And explain why you would like to participate in it.

7. WS INK L

I’m going to talk about a short story competition that 1’d love to take part in. It happens
every Yyear, so | definitely haven’t missed my chance yet. If memory serves correctly, | first heard
about this contest a couple years ago. I’ve loved writing ever since | can remember, but I’ve never
done it in a professional context*. I’ve never taken any writing classes either. So when | heard
about this contest, | didn’t enter right away*® because | wasn’t confident in my writing skills.

But over the years, I’ve gotten feedback from my friends and they say that | have a knack
for writing. That gave me the boost of confidence®® to consider entering this contest. The contest
is very interesting to me. Everyone receives the same writing prompt*’. Then they have three
days to come up with a really unique story. The judges vote on which story is best, and then the
winner receives prize money and gets their story published for everyone to enjoy.

The contest is coming up at the end of the year, which gives me lots of time to keep honing
my writing8. | think that with all this preparation, I’ll be ready to write a really compelling story
that will hopefully knock the judges’ socks off“°. You know, winning the contest would make me
feel like a real writer and encourage me on my journey®°. So for that reason, | really want to
enter this contest®! and see if my writing is good enough to win the prize.
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Describe a special day that you went out but didn’t spend much money

You should say:

"M.__..-
What day it was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
Where you went; i:[ 11! i:[
What you did; B'E1E §il

And explain how you felt about it.

8. SMHIEREDHI—R

I’m going to talk about the day | reconnected with an old friend®. | had a great time, but |
barely®® spent anything. It was so lovely. If memory serves correctly, this happened about a
month ago. | hadn’t seen my high school friend in years because we moved to different cities

for university. We got so busy that we didn’t even get to talk very often.

But last month, we both happened to be in our hometown for a few days. So we set up a
hangout®. We were both on a tight budget®®. So we decided to do mostly free activities
together. We met up at a park that was near our old high school and took a walk around. It was

so great just to see my friend and get to talk to them®® face to face.

The weather was beautiful out, so it was great to walk around and enjoy some fresh air
together. After the park, we went to the local mall and window-shopped®’. Even though we
didn’t buy anything, we had a great time checking out the stores®®. We joked that maybe in ten
years, we could afford some of the nice things we were looking at. We did spend a bit of money

on dinner, but it was just cheap takeout®® that we enjoyed at my friend’s house.

All in all, I was so grateful that | could enjoy such a nice day with my friend. Their

company was worth more than anything money could buy.
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Describe an occasion that you lost something in a public place.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What you lost; H ﬁ.!?:
When and where you lost it; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

What you did to find it;

And explain how you felt about it.

9. ZRAKRTE

I’m going to talk about the time I lost my wallet at a mall. This happened just a few weeks
ago. | was shopping for a couple hours and had gotten hungry. So | decided to go to the food
court® for some lunch. To pay for my meal, | had to take my wallet out. The only problem is
that I didn’t put it back in my bag after paying. | just set it on the tray®! that | got my food on.

Then, after | finished my meal, | put the tray back where it belonged. But | forgot to take
my wallet off the tray®?. | only realized that it was gone when | was at another store and was
trying to pay for my purchase. I felt a wave of panic wash over me®. | was freaking out. | ran
out of the store and retraced my steps® to the food court. But by the time | arrived, my wallet
was nowhere in sight®. It felt like my heart was beating right out of my chest®. After all, my
wallet had all my bank cards and ID in it.

The mall I was at had a lest and found section. So | went there and asked a mall security
guard®’ if anyone had turned in a wallet. To my relief®® someone had actually brought my
wallet to them. And they didn’t take any money out of it. | thanked the mall security and decided
to be more careful from then on.
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Describe a time when you had to wait in a traffic jam.

You should say:

ha

Lk

When and where it happened Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How long you were stuck due to bad traffic i_-l 1_-! i:[
H'E 15 &

What you did while waiting

And explain how you felt when you were stuck in that traffic jam.

10. BEHEH

A few weeks ago, | got stuck in an awful traffic jam. It felt like | was waiting behind a
never-ending line of cars®. At the time, | was on my way home from work. I usually take one
of the major highways that leads from the downtown area of the city to where | live, which is
pretty far out in the suburbs. Usually there’s rush hour traffic, but this traffic jam was way

worse than that.

| wasn’t sure what was going on at first. | was making decent progress on the highway
when all of a sudden, traffic came to a dead stop’*. As the time dragged on’?, | realized | was
stuck in a serious jam. | only drove a couple of inches every ten minutes or so. It felt like an
eternity had passed’® by the time | got close enough to see what the problem was. It turned out

that there had been a minor car crash’, so one of the lanes was closed.

It didn’t seem like anyone had been seriously hurt, which was good. But on the downside, |
was waiting in traffic for almost an hour. | couldn’t believe how much time | was wasting in
my car. | tried to pass the time by listening to my favorite music and singing along. But I still

felt super frustrated.

Eventually, the traffic cleared up again™ and | was able to make it home at a half-decent

time’®. But | was still annoyed with that huge delay.
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Describe a time you used your cellphone to do something important.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What happened; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
When it’s happened,; i:[ 11! i:[
&'E1E w0

How important the cellphone was;

And explain how you felt about the experience.

1. AFIUMERENE

My cellphone has come in handy so many times. It’s hard to pick just one occasion. But
something that stands out is the time | used my cellphone to attend a meeting for work. If memory
serves correctly, this happened a few months ago when | had a car accident. | thought | would
totally miss the meeting but | got to use my cellphone to have a phone meeting.

I was driving to work. The car in front of me stopped very suddenly. | almost bumped into”’
that car, but luckily, | braked in time’®. But my luck ran out’® when the car behind me didn’t
slow down fast enough. They ran right into the back of my car.

Fortunately, there wasn’t too much damage to my car, which was great. But it took me a
while to exchange information with the driver, and the whole incident made me late to work. That
was extra stressful because | had an important meeting that | didn’t want to miss.

I called my office and told them | wouldn’t be able to attend the meeting in person®. Instead,
| decided to call into the meeting from my car®L. | drove my car to a nearby parking lot and used
my phone to participate in the meeting remotely®. | was so glad | had my phone on me. Otherwise,
| would’ve missed this meeting and | would’ve been even more stressed. Needless to say®, my
phone is a total lifesaver®,

(Copyrights to Ff i id i v = 4D
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Describe a time when you helped a child

You should say:

b,

Lk

When it was; Hﬁ E?;
How you helped him/her; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

Why you helped him/her;
And how you felt about it.

12. HBVNE

I’m going to talk about the time I helped my cousin get his mom a birthday present. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My cousin is eight years old. He’s
very sweet and considerate. | also think he has a great sense of humour for a kid. We get along
pretty well.

Anyway, his mem’s birthday was coming up. Since we’re kind of close, my cousin asked
me for help. He wanted me to take him shopping so that he could find her the perfect gift. He
had been saving up his monthly allowance for a whole year® so that he could afford something
really nice.

I thought this was such a touching gesture®, especially from a kid his age. So | agreed to
help him out. I picked him up after school one day and we went to the mall. We spent about
two hours going through every single store®” in search of the perfect gift. Finally, he settled
on® a nice silver bracelet. It was definitely out of his budget®. So I decided to chip in*®° to help
him buy it. After all, what eight-year-old® is going to be able to buy nice jewelry on their own?
It’s really the thought that counts®?,

| felt really happy that my cousin and I could spend the day together. It was really fun
helping him out. Plus, it was all worth it when his mom opened that present on her birthday.
She was so excited about this beautiful gift from her son.
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Describe an occasion when someone gave you positive advice or suggestion about your

work/study

A,

Lk

You should say: Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
Who the person is i:l il i:[
What he/she said 'R TE #h

How the advice/suggestion affected you

And explain how you felt about the advice/suggestions

13. THE/5 ] R AR ARG

I’m going to talk about the time my boss gave me some great advice at work. A few months
ago, | got hired at a milk tea shop. | love drinking milk tea, so this was the perfect fit for me.
However, | don’t know everything about the recipes. You know, I’ve often had to ask my
coworkers for help. So sometimes, customers get frustrated with me.

It’s hard not to take it personally®3. | really care about what people think of me, even if
they’re strangers. So when they get upset with me, | feel like I’m a bad person because of it. |
brought this up to my boss®¢, who’s very friendly and understanding. She said that she used to
struggle with the same issue. But she learned that you can’t take it personally when customers
are unreasonably frustrated with you. You just have to learn to be patient. She said it also helps
to assume the best of people®. Like, maybe this person is getting upset because they’ve had a
long day and they’re at their wits’ end.

I was really impressed with her advice. It was so reasonable and it made me feel like |
could be more confident in my job. So | put it to use® right away. The next time a customer got
frustrated with me, | did my best to calmly explain that I’m still a bit new at the job. | didn’t
take it personally. Instead, | just tried to see the situation through the customer’s eyes®®, which
made me give them extra good service.
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Describe an ambition you haven’t yet achieved

|'|.v/$-_l_

You should say: -
S

What your ambition is; il ol il
How long you have had this ambition; E'E1E §l

How you plan to achieve it (or what you have done);

And explain why you haven’t achieved it yet.

14. REIHEE

One ambition | have had for a very long time is to write a book. | have had this ambition
since | was a child. | always loved reading, and | thought that one day | would become a famous
writer. As a child, there were a few careers that | dreamed of: veterinarian®, astronaut,
palaeontologist'®, or writer. In the end, | became a teacher. | realized that | wouldn’t be a very
good astronaut or veterinarian, and | thought palaeontology was actually pretty boring. But, that
idea of being a writer never really left me®0?.

Throughout my life, | have always been an avid reader'®?, and a talented writer. | definitely
think that these qualities are related; the more you read, the more nuanced'® and engaging your
writing becomes. Anyway, | write in my free time, and eventually |1 would like to organize my
ideas and write a novel. The novel would be a realistic fictional text!?*, possibly historical or
multigenerational®®,

I’m not sure exactly how I’m going to achieve this goal, because | lack the one thing that |
really need: time. | have a full time teaching job, so | don’t have nearly as much free time for
hobbies as | would like. Without the time to dedicate to my writing, | don’t think that I’m getting
any closer to my goal. Hopefully one day I will be able to make a career change that would allow

me to teach part time and write part time, and finally realize my ambition.
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Describe a happy event you organized.

You should say: M.,
What the event was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
Where you had it; HI 1:! I:I

H'E1E &

Who helped you to organized it;

And explain how you feel about it.

15, IR FOTERD

The first event that comes to mind is a party to celebrate my sister’s engagement. If memory
serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My sister has been dating her boyfriend for
three years. My whole family really likes him. And he clearly makes my sister really happy. So
we were all over the moon*® to hear that he proposed, and she said yes. | thought it would be
great to have a party with all our family and friends to celebrate their upcoming wedding. So |
decided to lead the charge and throw a party*?’.

My mom helped me with some of the details, like finding a venue!®®. We wanted to invite
lots of people, so we decided to have the party on the rooftop patio. To make the outdoor space
feel a bit fancy, we got some balloons and streamers®?®. We also decided to cook lots of
appetizers*'® so that people could enjoy a snack while they socialized.

The best part was that we kept all of our efforts a secret. My sister had no idea that we were
going to throw a party. We invited her and her fiancé over, but we didn’t tell her that we had all
her loved ones coming over. Instead, we just led them to the rooftop, and everyone yelled
‘surprise’! The look on my sister’s face was priceless.

I’m really happy with how the event went. We all had a great time celebrating my sister and
her fiancé. They’re such a great couple.
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Describe a long walk you had.

You should say:

i'M--';’

When this happened; 1 ﬁ.!?n
Where you walked; IEI 1:! I:[
H'E 15 &

Who you were with;

And explain how you felt about this long walk.

16. LB E L 1T

A couple years ago, | visited my friend in a different city. She wanted to show me some of
the nature trails in the area, so we went for a really long hike. If memory serves correctly, this
happened about two years ago.

At the time, my friend and | were both in university. We had just finished exams, so we
wanted to celebrate with each other. She invited me to stay with her for a few days. She lives far
away, S0 | had to take a train to get there. It was totally worth it to see her, though. There was a
great hiking trail not far from her apartment. She said that it would be great to destress'! by
going on a nice nature walk. Since | hadn't exercised for a long time, | was on board with!!? her
proposal right away.

We drove about half an hour to get there. When we arrived, | was surprised to see a huge
forest so close to the city. The trail included a lot of uphill climbs!®, which really tired my legs
out!, But | was glad that | visited this place. We saw so many tall trees, as well as a small creek
that went through the forest. It was definitely an amazing view.

Honestly, I’m not usually an active person. And that day, we walked for three hours in total*'®.
But I really enjoyed myself because | hadn’t been this close to nature in a long time. Plus, | had
such good company. My friend and | got to catch up as we walked, which made the time go by
really quickly.
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Describe a story someone told you and you remember.

You should say: Ad
Hﬁ H
What the story was aboult; e n "‘!f

i ik pd

Who told you this story; S1'ETE 5

Why you remember it;

And explain how you feel about it.

17. A BHR A EE

One memorable story that | want to share is the time my sister told me about her engagement.
A couple years ago, my sister started dating her boyfriend. They were such a cute couple. My
whole family loved him. And of course, my sister was smitten''6. After they had been dating for
a while, my sister told me that they were thinking about getting married. But you know, the
proposal was going to be a surprise.

She told me the whole story right after it happened. Basically, her boyfriend took her on a
hike, but it turned out to be a setup to!!’ propose to her. He invited one of her friends so she could
take photos of the event. They hiked all the way to a waterfall. While my sister’s friend took
photos of the two of them, her boyfriend sneakily*'® took out the ring and went down on one
knee'?® while my sister was looking at the camera. When she turned around, she saw her
boyfriend with the ring in his hand. She was completely blown away!

Before popping the question’?°, he gave a romantic speech that explained all the reasons he
wanted to marry her. Of course, she said yes. My sister said it was the perfect proposal.

I remember this story so well because | think it’s really cute. And it was a very special
moment for my sister. Actually | love telling the story to others. | can’t think of anyone who

doesn’t like listening to this kind of sweet and touching engagement story
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Describe an interesting discussion you had with your friend (as part of your work or studies).

You should say:

A

What the discussion was about; Hﬁ E,?:
What opinions you and your friend had; lﬂl 11! I!I
H'E 15 &

What was the result of the discussion;

And why you think the discussion was interesting.

18. HilBHYITie

The first thing that comes to mind is a discussion about exams that | had in one of my classes.
If memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My friend and | were both in a
psychology course. One week, the professor asked the class if we should have a final exam, or if
we should do a different kind of assignment to get our grade. She said that we could split into
pairs*?! and discuss the pros and cons'??,

My friend and | paired up'® right away. | honestly expected that my friend would be on my
side?* and vote against the exam. After all, who likes exams? They can be super stressful. I said
that exams should be replaced with assignments that make you think more critically. Instead of
just memorizing facts, you should do something that makes you apply the knowledge.

However, my friend said that exams were the fairest way to judge if you’ve mastered the
knowledge. You need to have a basic familiarity with the concepts you’ve studied. And you can’t
always reflect that in a different type of assessment. | was really intrigued by her perspective. |
hadn’t really thought about that angle before. We also had an interesting talk about which
approach was the most accessible for different kinds of students.

I thought it was really intriguing to think about exams critically, especially as students. In
the end, we agreed that the exam should be an option, but there could also be a choice to do a

different assessment as an additional reference?®.
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Describe something you do to keep fit and healthy

You should say:

b,

Lk

what it is Hﬁ E?;
how often you do it i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

how you do it (or, how easy or difficult it is to do)

and explain how it helps to keep you fit.

19. CRFFAE RRAI 7 3%

When it comes to an activity that keeps me fit and healthy, the first one that comes to mind
is swimming. I’ve had a love of swimming ever since | was a little kid. My dad was the one who
taught me how to swim. | took to it like a duck to water'?6. Soon, | was able to swim across the
pool. As | got older, | started taking part in swimming races.

Nowadays, | swim every week. Instead of working out at a gym, | prefer keeping fit by
swimming at a public pool nearby. | love it because not only is it a good exercise, but it also helps
me blow off some steam!?’ when | feel stressed. Even though the activity can be quite
strenuous'?, 1’ve been swimming for so long that it feels like second nature to me'?°.

Swimming is so great for your physical health. Not only does it improve your muscle
strength and flexibility'*°, but it also decreases your stress'®! and helps you keep off extra fat.
I’ve been able to keep in good shape because | swim so often. Plus, | really enjoy the social aspect
of swimming. When you swim with other people, you get to bond over a shared passion'3? while
also keeping each other motivated to exercise.

Overall, | think swimming is great for my mental and physical health. It keeps me active
and helps me enjoy life to the fullest®3.
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Describe something that can help you concentrate on work/study.

You should say:

b,

Lk

What it is; Hﬁ E?;
How does it help you; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

What do you think about it;
And explain why you think it is helpful

20. FHRHRBEE I HIRTE

I’m going to talk about the Apple watch that helps me concentrate on my work. Whenever
| have a task to do, | like to put my Apple watch on and tune everything else out'3*. It’s a pretty
advanced watch. If memory serves correctly, it cost me almost a whole month of my salary®3®. |
was a little hesitant about purchasing it. But it was definitely worth it. It’s very comfy, so | can
wear it for a day without my wrist getting sore*2®.

Anyway, | think it’s helpful because when I’m working, | can easily get distracted by things
around. The smart watch has a very good countdown feature'®’, so when I’m about to start a task,
| often estimate how long it will take me and set a countdown on the watch!®®. After the
countdown starts, | try my best to finish the job before it ends. It’s a really good way for me to
get in the zone® and boost my concentration®. It’s like having a contest with yourself. It’s very
satisfying when | can finish the job ahead of the countdown®#!, because it means I’m even more
productive than | expected.

I’m glad | bought this smart watch. It really comes in handy*?. I’ve found that since I started
using this watch, I’ve been able to have better focus at work. Actually | left a couple of glowing
reviews'*? of the watch on the internet. | often recommend my friends to try it out. | believe they

will love it.
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Describe an invention that has changed the world in a positive way.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What it is; Hﬁ E?;
What benefits it has brought; i:l 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

How it influences people of different ages;

And explain how it changed people’s lives.

2L FER B EFH K Y

When it comes to an invention that has changed the world in a positive way, the first one
that comes to mind is the mobile phone. | feel pretty lucky that |1 was born into a world
where!# mobile phones are easily available. They make life so convenient, but they’re also
truly helpful in cases of emergencies.

In the past, the invention of the telephone obviously kickstarted a new age of
communication4®. People could talk to each other, no matter where in the world they were. But
they were still limited in terms of how easy it was to talk. They had to use landlines'*® that
were attached to one place in their home.

But with a mobile phone, life got so much easier. People were able to make calls from
anywhere they wanted to. This is especially beneficial in situations where you need to quickly
get in touch with someone. For example, imagine getting locked out of your house. With a
mobile phone, you can easily call someone to unlock the door for you. In more serious
situations, mobile phones can literally be a lifesaver'*’. Mobile phones allow you to get in touch
with the police or an ambulance when you’re in need of help.

People of all ages can use mobile phones to get in touch with their loved ones. Now, with
the development of technology, you can also use your phone to take pictures, send emails, and
do a whole array of'“® other things. Seriously, | can’t even imagine how people live without
cellphones nowadays.
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Describe a traditional product in your country

You should say:

b,

£k
What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
When you tried this product for the first time; i_-l 1_-! i:[
What it is made of; &'E1E w0

And explain how you feel about it.

22. B 5

My country is known for tons of different traditional products. But one of the more
recognizable ones is pottery'*. It’s typically referred to as'® porcelain'®! or china, since a lot
of clay and stone has been found in China. The tradition of making beautiful, delicate pottery is
thousands of years old. Over time!®?, people in China found new ways to make and decorate
pottery. The Chinese are generally considered specialists in this kind of craft.

As for what pottery is usually made out of, it comes from porcelain, which is a type of fine
clay'®3. Porcelain pots used to be considered a luxury and would often be displayed in rich
people’s homes. Nowadays, porcelain is still a really valuable product to own. People are very
proud to have a set of fine china'®*. One of the most famous designs is the blue-and-white
patterned porcelain®®® that was made in the Ming dynasty.

My family has owned a few porcelain vases for generations. They’ve been passed down*°®
through the family for years, which makes them feel very special. It’s really nice to be able to
own a tangible piece of our culture!®’. Sometimes we even put flowers in the vases for special
occasions.

Anyway, | really love pottery. It comes in so many unique shapes and designs. It’s beautiful
to look at, and it makes for a great family heirloom?*3®. | hope to get my own porcelain vases to
pass down to my Kids.
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Describe a way/change that helps you save a lot of time

You should say:

A
£
What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you implement it; il ol il
How it helps you save time; H'ETE Fh

And explain how you feel about the way (about your change)

23. T 4B TR B 5 1k

When it comes to a change that helps me save a lot of time, the first one that comes to mind
is carpooling'>® to work. In the past, | would always commute to work. I usually had to take two
buses and a subway, which was pretty time-consuming®. Plus, since | commuted during rush
hour, it was common to get stuck in traffic or deal with other delays. It was starting to get very
overwhelming. It even made me late a few times, which was stressful.

Anyway, this change happened when I talked to some of my coworkers. One of them has a
car, and they suggested that they could drive us all to work. | really appreciated this kind offer.
Now that | get rides from my coworker®!, my morning commute is half as long®?. It’s saved me
a lot of time in the morning, which is amazing.

| love carpooling to work because not only does it save me time and money on transit, but
it helps me start each day with some socializing. It’s great to talk to my coworkers on the way to
work. We can listen to music, talk about the night before, and discuss all kinds of personal stuff
before we get to work and have to be professional. | still pay our driver for gas, but we split it
among the group?®® so it doesn’t cost that much. I’m really glad that I’ve made this change. It
definitely makes getting to work a more positive experience.
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Describe a gift you would like to buy for your friend.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What gift you would like to buy:; Hﬁ E,?:
Who you would like to give it to; IEI 11! I!l
H'E 15 &

Why you would like to buy a gift for him/her;

And explain why you choose that gift.

24. BEEPREILY

I’d like to talk about a cuckoo clock'®4. It might sound like an unusual gift, but it makes
sense if you know my friend Sarah. She loves collecting clocks. | think she has at least a dozen.
They come in all different shapes and sizes. | swear, she has one for every time of day.

But to my knowledge!®®, she’s never gotten a cuckoo clock before. If memory serves
correctly, Sarah and | saw one for sale at a store a few months ago. She was so charmed by the
clock. The little bird that popped out was adorable. The coolest thing is that the clock was
handmade. Unfortunately, that meant it was super expensive. So Sarah decided not to buy it.

Honestly, | wasn’t able to afford it at the time. Otherwise, | would’ve gone back to the store
and gotten it for her right away. But right now, my plan is to save up some extra money*6¢ so
that | can give it to her. Sarah and | have been friends for years, and she’s always good at giving
me thoughtful gifts. | would love to be able to give her one in return?6’.

I think the cuckoo clock would look great in her house. Plus, since she collects clocks, this
would be a perfect addition to her collection. I’m really nervous that someone else will buy this

unique clock before I can get my hands on it'®. Hopefully I can get it for her soon.
(Copyright to i i i ) 52 JE 4D

164 cuckoo clock: 745 14 167 give her one in return: EZL—4 LY 1E
165 to my knowledge: /& 3% B0 I CIE{
168 save up some extra money: % {7 —tb4k 188 hefore | can get my hands on it: 7E3% SLH| & 2 |y

24




BB EEEERE
IR R R
SR BB PR IR S . WVCERN, EES RMEECR Penny ZITARE

Describe a piece of clothing you have that was given by someone.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What it was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
Who gave it to you; IEI I:! I:[
H'E1E &

When you got that;

And whether you liked it or not.

25. B AERES R BR

The first thing that comes to mind is a hand-knitted sweater'®®. If memory serves correctly,
I got it from my grandma two years ago. She has had a liking for knitting since she was young.
Since my birthday was coming up, she wanted to make me something unique. So she decided to
knit a sweater for me with some bees and flowers on it. You know, bees are my favorite animal.
Even though they’re small and they go unnoticed by*’® most people, I think they’re adorable and
I love their black and yellow stripes. | also love different flowers, so I’m glad they were
incorporated into the design'’®,

When | opened the gift from my grandma, | was totally blown away by her knitting work.
The bees were so cute, and the colors of the flowers really popped on the sweater. It all looked
so pretty. | was so impressed that my grandma could pull this off'72 after only a few months of
knitting.

It was a one-of-a-kind'" gift, so | was really happy with it. | wore it pretty often. I loved to
show it off to my friends. They were also impressed that my grandma could make something so
beautiful.

It’s so great to get handmade things as a gift. But when it’s something so customized, it
really makes you feel appreciated. | told my grandma that | felt really touched that she spent so
much time and effort on making a sweater for me. Plus, she even remembered my favorite animal.
It was so sweet of her to put that effort in'74.
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Describe a special cake you received from others.

You should say:

i'M--';’

When it happened; Hﬁ ';‘I;
Where it happened; IEI 1:! I:I
&'E1E w0

Who you got the cake from;

And explain why it’s a special cake.

26. #F R EEE

I’m going to talk about a birthday cake | got for my twelfth birthday. Even though that was
ages ago, it’s one of the most memorable desserts I’ve ever had. If memory serves correctly, my
friends bought it for me, with their parents’ help.

I was born in the Year of the Tiger in the Chinese Zodiac'’®. For my twelfth birthday, it was
the Year of the Tiger again. So my friends thought it would be cool to get a birthday cake shaped
like a tiger. | didn’t even think that was possible before I got it, but they surprised me by going
to a local bakery and placing a special order'’®.

The bakers had shaped the cake into a tiger, and added lots of fondant'’” and icing®’® to
make it look realistic. It even had a long, striped tail. | was so amazed by the level of detail*”.
Honestly, I didn’t even want to eat it at first. It seemed like a shame to ruin something so beautiful
by eating it. But when | said that, my friends just laughed and told me that was the whole point
of*8% having a special cake. | made sure that we took lots of pictures of it before we cut it up and
served?®! jt.

Anyway, | was so touched when | got that cake. It showed that my friends really cared about

me and remembered little details about me to make the day even more special.
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Describe a rule that you don’t like

You should say:

i'M--';’

What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
Why you don’t like it: i ik 5k
51'E TE &l

How others feel about the rule;

And explain whether you’ve followed the rule.

27. RERAGHLN

I’m going to talk about a beach that doesn’t allow dogs. If memory serves correctly, | first
found out about this beach from a friend. They were looking into cool spots to visit'® that were
close to our city. We had to drive an hour to get there, but it was tetally worth it. The sights were
incredible. The water was so clear and blue, and the sand was nice and warm. We had a great
visit, so we decided to bring our dogs the next time we went there.

One weekend, we went through all the effort of'8 packing up toys, food, and water for our
dogs. But when we got to the beach, we came across a sign that said “no dogs allowed.” We hadn’t
noticed that the first time we went. We were both pretty ticked off84,

We’ve visited other beaches that allow you to bring your dog, as long as you pick up after
them?®®, | totally get that some owners don’t clean up after their dogs, but that’s definitely not
the majority. So my friend and | were annoyed that this beach in particular wouldn’t let us bring
our dogs with them. We reluctantly packed everything back up again and took our dogs home.

It wasn’t worth breaking the rule, especially since those beaches are sometimes patrolled by
security®. But it was really annoying, and | know lots of dog owners who aren’t a fan of this
rule either. Hopefully they will cancel this rule soon, or at the very least'®’, set up a dog park

where dog owners can take their dogs to play, which | think might be a better solution.
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Describe a lesson you remember

You should say:

\\,4._3

What the lesson was about; Hﬁ E?;
Where you had it; I:I 1:! 1:[
H'ETE &

Why you remember it;

And explain how you feel about the lesson.

28. ERRA B —WiR

I’m going to talk about the time my friend Alex taught me how to ride a bike. If memory
serves correctly, this happened two years ago. A lot of people learn how to ride a bike when
they’re kids. But for some reason®, | never did. | guess my parents just didn’t think it was
important. Otherwise, they would’ve gotten me a bike and taught me how to ride it.

When Alex learned that | didn’t know how to ride a bike, he immediately insisted on
teaching me. | was really nervous, especially since I’m not the most coordinated person in the
world. But Alex told me that | was going to be fine. Honestly, | really appreciated his patience
and encouragement. | went over to his house and he brought out a bike for me to practice on.
Before we even tried biking on the street, he held the bike in place'®® and walked me through'*°
the basic technique.

It was funny because he even brought a megaphone'®! to shout encouragements through. |
managed to bike halfway down the street before wiping out'®. But when I did, Alex didn’t laugh
or make me feel bad about it. Instead, he helped me dust myself off'®® and encouraged me to try
again. With his help, | managed to get the hang of'* riding a bike in an afternoon. Afterwards,
he and | went for a short bike ride around his neighborhood. It was a really lovely day. I still

remember it very fondly.
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Describe an interesting song.

You should say:

A,

L2k

What the song is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
What story the song tells; I.‘l i I:I
&'E1E w0

Whether the song is popular;

And explain why you think it is interesting.

29. FiBaYIRe

I’m going to talk about a song called “Love Story.” It’s a song by a popular American singer-
songwriter named Taylor Swift. If memory serves correctly, | first heard this song when | was in
elementary school. | remember being really caught up in the story of the song, which is basically
a retelling of Romeo and Juliet!®. But it’s from Juliet’s perspective, which I think is unique.

In the song, Taylor takes on the character of Juliet'®® and sings about meeting and falling in
love with Romeo. But her dad doesn’t want them to be together, which makes their love difficult.
In the chorus®®, she sings about wanting Romeo to come and save her from her situation'®® so
that they can run away and be together. The chorus ends with her saying that it’s a love story, and
all he has to do is say yes.

Then, later in the song, she talks about losing hope that they can ever be together. But Romeo
appears and proposes to her. Then she says yes and they have a happy ending together. | think
it’s interesting that she decided to do a different version of the story. In the original, Romeo and
Juliet both die at the end. It’s very tragic. But Taylor wrote a song where they got to be together
instead.

The song is definitely really popular. It’s one of Taylor’s best-known songs*® because it’s

so catchy?® and the lyrics are fun and romantic. | love the song and | think it’s a classic.
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Describe something that helped you learn a language.

You should say:

"M.__..-

What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
What language you learned; I.‘l I:! I:I
H'E 15 &

How it helped you learn the language;

And how you felt about it.

30. FHEIFESESMHIR

I’m going to talk about how watching a TV show helped me learn a new language. If memory
serves correctly, | first wanted to learn French when | was in high school. | had a dream of
visiting Paris once | graduated, and | thought it would be cool to be able to talk to the locals there
in their native language. But | wasn’t taking any French classes, so | had to learn it on my own?°%.

One really helpful method was watching a French TV show. At first, | put on subtitles in my
own language?®® so that | could understand what was being said in French. Then, as | became
more familiar with the language, | put the subtitles on in French. By reading along with what
was being said?®, | started to understand more of the sentence structure and vocabulary. | even
rewatched some episodes and tried to say the dialogue along with the actors?®. It helped me
become more active in the learning process. Once | had watched the entire show, | felt a lot more
comfortable with listening and speaking French.

I was really proud of myself for trying this method out. Obviously, watching a TV show isn’t
the perfect replacement for having a tutor or actually learning by practicing it in real life. But it
was a great first step. It made me more confident in learning a language. And it was actually

really helpful.
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Describe something in your home that you broke and then repaired.

You should say:

i'M--';’

What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
How you broke it; I:I 1:! 1:[
H'E1E &

How you repaired it;

And how you felt about it.

31 SRS HHREA

The first thing that comes to mind is the towel rack?® in my bathroom. You know, it’s just a
thin metal rod that’s attached to the wall. If memory serves correctly, | first broke it when | was
grabbing a towel and pulled too hard. It snapped right off?%, which was really startling®®’. |
almost hit myself in the face with the rod, which was kind of embarrassing.

But when 1 looked closely, | realized that | just had to screw it back in. Instead of being
attached directly to the wall, it was attached to two metal fixtures?®®. So | just had to fit the bar
back into?® the fixtures, and then use a screwdriver?? so that it didn’t get loose enough to pull
off?'%. Honestly, I’m not usually very handy. But this seemed like a pretty simple fix.

| found my old toolbox, which had lots of different sizes and types of screwdrivers. Through
some trial and error, | got a screwdriver that would be able to fit the screws of the metal rod.
Then, | managed to screw the rod back into the fixtures so that it worked as a towel rack again.
Even though it wasn’t that complicated, | felt pretty proud of myself for figuring it out. I think
it’s good to learn some basic skills when it comes to using tools. It can help you do some simple

repairs and save you lots of trouble??,
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Describe a skill that you learned from older people.

You should say:

i'M--';’

What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
Who you learned it from; I:I 1:! I:I
H'E1E &

How you learned it;

And how you feel about it.

32. [AKHEF IR

One skill that I learned from older people is baking. My grandma is an amazing baker, and
she always made the desserts for any family gathering®'® or holiday that we had. She has been
teaching me to bake ever since | was a child. Some of my earliest memories are of when | would
be at my grandparent’s house for a sleepover and she would be teaching myself and my sister
how to bake cookies. \We always had a great time, even if we were too young to really understand
the process.

My favourite thing to bake is red bean cakes?'*. These are a traditional kind of snack in
China, and most importantly, they taste really good. Red bean cakes are crispy outside but
tender?%® and sweet inside, and the red bean flavor is the best part. They were pretty easy to make,
but my grandma didn’t properly teach me how to make them until | was in high school. Now, |
make them all the time for family get-togethers?:®.

I’m so grateful to my grandma for everything she taught me, but especially for teaching me
how to bake. She passed on?!’ all of her recipes to me and | make them every chance | get?8, |
also had a lot of fun learning to bake, because it was something that we could do together. My
grandma is someone | have always looked up to, and 1I’m glad she taught me so many important
skills.
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Describe the thing that you cannot live without (except phone and internet)

You should say:

"M.__..-

What it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
Why you can’t manage without it; HI 11! I!I
H'E1E &

How long you have had it for;

And explain how you felt when you were without it.

33. ERRA T HRAKRE

The first thing that comes to mind is my guitar. If memory serves correctly, | bought this
guitar five years ago. | had wanted to learn how to play guitar for a long time, but I never had the
opportunity or the time. However, five years ago, | had just finished high school and | wanted
to treat myself?°, So when | saw a decent guitar on sale, | decided to buy it without a second
thought?°. Honestly, it’s one of the best purchases I’ve ever made.

| started learning how to play whenever | had free time. It was really difficult at first, but it
became very rewarding whenever | figured out how to play some chords. | started with some
easy songs, and then | gradually learned how to do more advanced techniques like finger-
picking??. Even though I’m mostly self-taught???, I’ve been able to learn how to play lots of
different styles of music. It’s helped me relax whenever | get stressed out, so | can’t imagine life
without it.

Actually, I did have to go without my guitar when | went on vacation. Even though the
vacation was supposed to help me relax, | actually really missed my guitar and | wished that |
had it the whole time. Playing guitar not only helps me destress, but it also gives me a lot of joy.
So | was kind of sad that | couldn’t be playing it every day. Whenever | come home from a long
trip, | feel a lot happier and more relaxed playing a few songs on my guitar. It’s like seeing an

old friend again.
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Describe something that you received for free.

You should say: i
What it was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
Who you received it from; I:I 1:! I:I

H'E 15 &

Where you received it;

And explain how you felt about it.

34. Y&

I’m going to talk about the time I got a box of dim sum??? for free. If memory serves correctly,
this happened a couple years ago. | was picking up some cupcakes at a local bakery. I’ve been
going to this place for years, since it always has really delicious pastries®?* and desserts. Plus, it’s
not that expensive, which I really appreciate. Anyways, | was getting cupcakes for my sister’s
birthday party when | overheard a conversation®?® between a customer and the cashier.

The customer was returning a box of green bean cakes they ordered because the bakery
accidentally overbaked them. But the cakes didn’t look so bad to me. The cashier explained that
they would give the customer a refund??®, but they would probably have to throw out?*’ the green
bean cakes. Honestly, I normally never intervene, but | piped up??® and said that if they were just
going to throw it out, | could take it off their hands??°. The cashier looked surprised, but they
said that there was no rule against that>*, so they added it to my order for free. | ended up leaving
the bakery with my cupcakes as well as most of perfectly good green bean cakes.

It was a small thing, but | felt on tep of the world®2. It’s always cool getting something free.
Plus, when | showed up at my sister’s party with the box of green bean cakes, everyone was

amused by the story and happy that | brought extra dessert.
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Describe a special toy you had in your childhood.

You should say:

i'M--';’

What it was; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?n
Who gave it to you; IEI 1:! I:[
H'E1E &

How often (How) you played with it;

And explain why it was special for you

35. NEHEEREETR

I’m going to talk about a remote-control?®? car | had as a kid. If memory serves correctly, |
got it as a birthday present when | turned ten. Since it was my first double-digit birthday?®3, my
parents wanted to celebrate in a special way. This toy was pretty expensive. | could hardly
believe my eyes?®* when | opened it. Remote-control cars were all the rage?® at the time, so | felt
like the luckiest kid in the world when | realized that | had one.

It took me a while to get the hang of?% it. It wasn’t that hard to steer?*’, but | was only ten,
and my coordination definitely wasn’t the greatest. It was just difficult to get the turns right. But
once | practiced enough, | could steer the car wherever | wanted. Of course, that quickly got
annoying to my parents. After all, it was a big tripping hazard?®. So I could only play with it in
my room or outside.

| really loved that car. My friends were all green with envy?3 that | had it. But | made sure
to share with them. When they came over, we all took turns driving the car around. Sometimes
it was temping?*° to keep the car all to myself. But I got a kick out of?*! watching my friends
steer it. They often bumped it into the wall, which was pretty funny to me.

Anyway, I’m really glad that my parents got me such a nice gift. It was a great way to spend

my time. (Copyright to &L i i v = 5 48D
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Describe a place (not your hometown) where you would like to recommend living in.

You should say:

"M.__..-

Where it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you know there; i:l 11! i:[
H'E1E &

What people can do there;

And explain why you would like to recommend the place.

36. fEFE AN B K3 7

When it comes to somewhere 1I’d recommend living, the first place that comes to mind is
Beijing. It’s a major city in northern China. It has lots of charm to it?*?, and | think it has
something to offer for every type of person.

Since it’s a big city, there’s a sense of excitement wherever you look. There are so many
famous and historic sites to visit. The coolest one is probably the Great Wall of China. You can
walk on it and see a beautiful view of your surroundings. You can also visit amazing places in
the city like the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven.

Actually it’s a great place to live and not just be a tourist in. On a day-to-day basis**3, you
can enjoy the stunning modern architecture and the bustling night life?#4. Plus, the food there is
to die for?*®. You have to try famous dishes like Peking duck and thousand-layered cake, as well
as more unique specialties like fish head soup. What’s more, Beijing has lots to offer in other
areas of life. For example, the city has very reputable schools?*¢, good hospitals, and great public
transportation. There are also lots of job opportunities in many different fields, and the average
wage is also way higher than®” most cities in China.

All in all, 1 think Beijing is a beautiful, exciting city where there’s always something to
capture your interest**8. So it would be a great place to live in.
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Describe a quiet place

You should say:

i'M--';’

Where it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.?n
How you knew it; HI 15! I:I
H'E1E &

What you do there;

And explain how you feel about the place.

37. ZE T

I’m going to talk about a library that’s within walking distance of my home. To be
accurate®*®, it takes me just about 10 minutes to walk there. So that’s the first quiet place that |

can think of.

It’s a large public library that has lots of different sections°, like a newsroom, video room,
study room and children’s reading room. It’s also a popular place in my neighborhood as | always
see plenty of people there. Even though it often has many visitors, the environment there is
usually quiet and peaceful as most of them are conscious about®®! keeping their voices down

after they’ve entered the library.

Actually it is the place to go whenever | want to study for the IELTS test, especially on
weekends. It’s definitely a perfect place for silent study. I’ve never had any issues with®? people
making noise and disturbing my study. And | always feel very productive studying at the library.
You know, when everyone around is concentrated on studying, the atmosphere is really

conducive?®® for motivation and concentration.

The librarians?®* there are usually pretty strict about limiting noises and require all visitors
to mute their cellphones?®®. So you barely hear a cellphone ringing. And visitors all try to keep
quiet. To tell the truth, it is rare to have such a peaceful place in the city. | really enjoy the peace
and quiet of the library.
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Describe an important river/lake in your country

You should say:

hd .
L
Where it is located; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How big/long it is; i:[ 11! i:[
What it looks like; B'E 15

And explain why it is important.

38. EEWHLIH

My hometown is Wuhan, a city in the middle stretch of the Yangtze River. So when it comes
to a river, the first one | can think of is the Yangtze River. In China, it’s known as Changjiang,
which means “Long River.” It’s probably one of the most well-known rivers around the world.
It’s almost 4,000 miles long, which makes it the longest river in China and Asia. It’s also the
third-longest in the world. That’s pretty impressive! Since it’s so long, the Yangtze River goes
through many different provinces and regions in China2s®.

I learned a lot about the Yangtze River from geography classes in secondary school. It was
an important cradle®®” of early civilization®*® in China. For thousands of years, it’s been used for
water, irrigation, sanitation®>®, boundary-marking®®, and even war. Besides, it has always
been an important waterway?! between the western provinces and the eastern provinces.

Even nowadays, towns and cities along this river still benefit from it for agriculture,
transportation and tourism. For example, the beautiful and scenic Three Gorges area®%? on the
Yangtze is one of the most popular tourist attractions in China. My family and | took a river
cruise trip?6® through there before. The trip really takes a weight off my shoulders?®*. Actually,
every year, tons of tourists make a special trip to visit this peaceful place. So, in both ancient
China or modern China, the Yangtze River has always been valuable in terms 0f?%° economy and
culture.
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Describe a time you visited a new place.

You should say: o
Where it is; ﬁ.!?:
When you went there; I:I 1:! I:I

H'E1E &

Why you went there;

And explain how you feel about the place.

39. =R RYFTHETT

I’m going to talk about the time my friends and | visited New York City. It’s one of the most
famous tourist destinations in the world, and for good reason?®. It’s a very well-known?®’ city in
the United States. In general, it’s considered a hub of?®® art, finance, entertainment, and lots of
other industries.

I first visited this city when | went there on a trip with my friends about five years ago. We
wanted to see a real Broadway musical®%®, so we booked tickets and decided to spend a few days
sightseeing®’® as well. It was such a great experience. The musical was fantastic. We were all
blown away by the quality of the performance.

Plus, the city has an amazing energy?’* that makes you feel excited to be there. We did all
kinds of tourist activities. One of my favourite experiences was walking across the Brooklyn
Bridge. It was really cool getting to see the city from the bridge. We also took lots of cute pictures
with all the intricate architecture in the background. Once we made it across the bridge, we had
the best pizza I’ve ever tasted. It was definitely worth going back for.

As for how | feel about New York, I think it’s one of the coolest places in the world. It’s such
an interesting city with so much to offer. | would love to go back and check out even more tourist
spots, like the Statue of Liberty or the Empire State Building.
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Describe a city that you think is interesting

You should say:

b,

£k

Where it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.?n
What the city is famous for; I.‘l I:! I:I
H'E 15 &

How you knew this city;

And explain why you think it is very interesting.

40. BT

When it comes to an interesting city, | have to mention New York City. It’s one of the most
famous tourist destinations in the world, and for good reason. It’s a very well-known city in the
United States. In general, it’s considered a hub of art, finance, entertainment, and lots of other
industries. Just like Tokyo, London, and Paris, New York has a reputation for?’? being an
amazing city with so much to offer.

It’s hard to say what New York is most famous for. It’s usually known for Broadway
musicals, cutting-edge?®’® fashion, an impressive financial district, and some unique architecture.
Lots of tourists love going to see the Statue of Liberty or the Empire State Building. New York
also has lots of famous bridges, like the Brooklyn Bridge or the Manhattan Bridge. Tons of
movies and TV shows are filmed there, so you can often spot celebrities walking around?“.

Anyway, | came to know this city when | went there on a trip with my friends. We wanted to
see a real Broadway musical, so we booked tickets and decided to spend a few days sightseeing
as well. It was such a great experience. The city has an amazing energy that makes you feel
excited to be there. We also tried lots of delicious food. Their pizza is fantastic.

I think it’s an interesting city because not only does it offer lots of unique things to see and
do, but the people there are so diverse and have lots to offer as well. The atmosphere is really
thrilling.
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Describe a place in a countryside that you visited

You should say:

i'M--';’

Where it is; Hﬁ ﬁ.?n
When you visited this place; I:I 1:! I:I
H'E1E &

What you did there;

And how you feel about this place.

41. HH—

I’m going to talk about my friend David’s house. It’s located in the countryside, about a few
hours away from where | live. | got to visit him last summer. | had such a great time because of
how beautiful it is there.

If memory serves correctly, he invited me over so that we could go for a nature walk. He
said he just discovered this awesome trail close to his house. David is a pretty active person. He’s
always going for hikes. So | trusted him and made the drive out to his house?’>.

He has an amazing property. It’s far away from the main roads. There aren’t many neighbors
around, so the place feels very private and secluded?®’®. | really enjoy going to his house because
it’s nice to take a break from the hustle and bustle of the city where | live?’”. Once | got there, we
had a nice dinner together, then we went for a walk after. He lives close to a hill, so we walked
to the top?’® and watched the sunset. The next day, he took me for a longer hike through the trail
he’d found in a nearby forest. We saw some pretty birds and even found a small river running
through the forest.

| felt so at peace®™® there. It’s really nice being surrounded by nature. | really love being at
his place. It has amazing views and it’s very relaxing.
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Describe a house or an apartment you would like to live in

You should say: hi.
What it is like: T B
Where it would be; HI I:! I:I

&S TE &h

Why you would like to live in this house/apartment;

And how you feel about this house/apartment

Q2. BENANEHETF

When it comes to where 1’d like to live, my dream is to live in a house by the sea?®. It sounds
pretty extravagant, especially considering how expensive those kinds of properties are. But |
think it would be the perfect place to settle down?.

The idea of a place like this first came to me when | visited my friend’s cottage. Her parents
bought this cottage years ago, when the cost of housing wasn’t so bad?®?. It’s an amazing property.
It has a stunning view of the water. You can watch the most beautiful sunrises from a window in
their living room. So after | stayed there for a weekend, | knew that | wanted to live somewhere
exactly like it.

Cottages are unique because they aren’t super big. Instead, they’re cozy places that you
usually just stay in when you go on vacation. But honestly, | believe | would really enjoy living
in a house that size. | wouldn’t want a house that has too many rooms. I think it would be nice
if it had a very simple design. | don't like extravagant interior designs?,

Anyway, living by the sea would be awesome because you could spend a lot of time at the
beach. It would be a perfect place to host get-togethers?®*, because everyone would want to come
enjoy the scenery. It’s probably unrealistic for me to dream of having this kind of house, but I’'m

so in love with the idea. | hope it can come true someday.
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Describe a family member who you want to work with in the future.

You should say:

"M.__..-

Who he/she is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
What kind of person he/she is; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

What kind of work you would like to do with him/her;

And explain how you felt about this family member.

43. BHHEHRA

Well, I’m going to talk about my cousin, Sarah. She’s a few years younger than me, but |
actually feel like I could learn a lot from her. Since we’re not too far apart in age®3®, we’ve always
been very close. | would consider her a friend, not just a relative.

Sarah is a very bright young woman. She excels in everything she tries her hand at?®. In
addition to being very creative and artistically-minded?®’, she also has a great knack for business.
She would make a great entrepreneur. So it would be cool to start a business with her. She’s
especially talented at painting and making knickknacks?, so | think that she could make really
artsy products?® and we could sell them together. We could make one-of-a-kind products®° that
people would go crazy over®®l. Since Sarah would be good at making the products and figuring
out a business model?®?, | would be happy to do the behind-the-scenes work?®® and handle the
administrative side of things.

Anyway, | think we would be a great team because we get along very well and we have a
good relationship with each other. | believe we could overcome any disagreements and cooperate
to ensure that our business runs smoothly?%*,

All in all, I really like and respect Sarah. | think that she’d be a great business partner. If |
ever have the chance, | would love to work with her in the future.

(Copyrights to Ff i id i v = 5 4D

285 we’re not too far apart in age: TAITHIEERH ZE A 29 make one-of-a-kind products: fil{F H 3 —7E
N I

286 excels in everything she tries her hand at: ih4§— 291 go crazy over: N AL

PRI IE R 29 figuring out a business model: A8 H —AN VA R
287 artistically-minded: 5 2 AR 40 293 do the behind-the-scenes work: % 5 T.1F

288 making knickknacks: #iI1E /M 294 ryns smoothly: A4 & T %

289 artsy products: 13 Z AR 177 fh
43




BB EEEERE
IR R R
SR BB PR IR S . WVCERN, EES RMEECR Penny ZITARE

Describe an interesting neighbor.

You should say:

b,

Lk
Who he/she is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you knew him/her; i:[ 11! i:[

What you do together; H'ETE &

And explain why he/she is interesting.

44. HBHI MR

I’m going to talk about my neighbor Susan. She’s a very interesting woman in her mid-
thirties. If memory serves correctly, she first moved into the neighborhood three years ago. She
came over and introduced herself to me and my family right away, which made a strong
impression on me?%. Susan is a very friendly and eccentric?®® person. From the moment you
meet her, you can tell that she has a very special kind of energy.

Susan really stands out because she owns a ton of exotic birds?®’. It’s pretty uncommon to
see someone living alone with a bunch of birds?®, but Susan doesn’t seem lonely or anything.
She loves her pets so much. She often invites me over to hang out with the birds. She’s trained
them to say little phrases and do tricks?®. It’s super fun to watch.

I think Susan is interesting not only because of her pets, but also because of her attitude
toward life. She’s very carefree, but she also has street smarts®%. So while she hasn’t planned
out every moment of her life, she’s smart enough to save her money in case of emergencies.
She’s very practical, but she’s also very spontaneous®. Last month, she went on a week-long
trip to another city just because she felt like it.

All in all, Susan has a very unusual approach to life, but it seems to be working for her3?, |
really admire her. I’m glad she’s my neighbor.
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Describe a friend you like to talk with

You should say:

A,

Ly
Who he/she is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
What you like to talk about; i:[ 11! i:[
Why you like to talk with him/her; H'ETE Fh

And explain how you feel about him/her.

45. EZ RN R/IBR— IR KK

The first person who comes to mind is one of my best friends, Alex. He’s a great friend to
hang out with. We’ve known each other for six years now. We first met in university. We
happened to sit next to each other in class. | asked if I could borrow a pencil since 1’d forgotten
mine. Alex handed over3® his whole pencil case and said | could take anything | wanted. We hit
it off right away®°*. Ever since, we’ve been very close.

I really like talking to Alex because he’s a very open-minded®® and generous person. He
likes talking about any topic under the sun3%. If we disagree on something, he’s never rude about
it. He’s genuinely interested in hearing different opinions and having a civil debate3’’. He also
never dominates the conversation3%®. He makes sure that everyone has the chance to be heard. |
really appreciate that about him.

| especially enjoy talking about TV shows with him. He’s a fan of lots of different shows, so
we always have something to talk about. He always has interesting theories about the characters
and where the plot will go next®®. It’s so fun watching a TV show with him. He usually has
funny commentary3!?, which makes the experience really entertaining.

| definitely value Alex’s friendship a lot. | think he’s a wonderful person. | feel comfortable
talking to him about anything, no matter how personal it is. | hope we always stay in each other’s
lives3tL,
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Describe someone who is well known/popular in your town, area or country.

You should say:

'w.__;_

What s/he does; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you know him/her; i:[ 11! i:[
H'E 15 &

Why this person is well known/popular;

And explain whether you like this person or not, and why.

46. (AZX/IxZ) HHZHA

I’m going to talk about a business owner who’s pretty famous in my hometown. It sounds
funny, but she’s actually a bit of a minor celebrity3!2. She’s middle-aged, probably in her late
forties. A few years ago, she decided to open a cat café. It was a pretty unusual business idea,
considering that our town doesn’t have anything else like that. But I think that’s what made her
café such a success.

If memory serves correctly, | first went to this café when it opened. | was really intrigued
by the idea and | wanted to meet the owner. She was so friendly. As soon as | walked in the door,
she greeted me and told me | could pick a cat to play with. She had four or five of them walking
around the café. | was surprised to see them roaming around®!3, but | had a great time enjoying
a cup of coffee while playing with an adorable cat.

Actually, many people have become regulars®“ at the cat café because it’s such a fun
environment. Since almost everyone is using social media nowadays, many customers of her shop
have left glowing reviews about the food and service there, which has made her shop go viral®*®
in my hometown. There were even reporters from a local TV station asking her for interviews.
So this woman has really made a name for herself3¢, | like her a lot, and I’m really glad she
opened up this business. | hope her business keeps prospering and expanding®'’.
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Describe someone you really like to spend time with

You should say:

\\,4._3

Who this person is; Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
How you knew him/her; I.‘l I:! I:I
H'E 15 &

What you usually do together;

And explain why you like to spend time with him/her.

47. B ER A

The first person that comes to mind is my best friend, Alex. If memory serves correctly, |
first met him four years ago at the beginning of university. We were in the same class together.
On the first day, he sat down next to me and asked if he could borrow a pencil. Well, he’s so
forgetful that he ended up borrowing a pencil from me pretty much every day that semester. \We
got to know each other really well, and quickly became close friends. In the years since®¢, we’ve
gone on trips, tried new activities, and gone through all sorts of ups and downs together3*°,

One of my favourite things about Alex is that he gets me to try things outside of my comfort
zone®?°, For example, I’m not the most active person. | usually like staying indoors and doing
something relaxing, like watching a movie or TV show. But Alex loves the outdoors. So more
often than not®2, he’ll invite me to do something fun and active, like go hiking or biking. Just
last week, he took me on an amazing nature trail that passed by a waterfall. | wouldn’t get to
enjoy such amazing views if he didn’t take me to those kinds of places.

I love spending time with Alex because not only does he challenge me, but he’s also very
kind, funny, and energetic. He’s great at giving advice, and he always helps me expand my

horizons through new experiences3??.
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Describe a person whose work/job is useful to society.

You should say:

i'M--';’

Who this person is; Hﬁ ﬁ.?n
How you knew him/her; I:I 1:! I:I
H'E 15 &

What type of work he/she does;

And explain why you think his/her work is useful to the society.

48. S HRERHA

The first person that comes to mind is my friend, David. I’ve known him since high school,
so we’ve been friends for a long time. He’s been working as a paramedic®?® for two years now.
If memory serves correctly, he decided to pursue this line of work®?* back when we were in high
school. He was skateboarding at a skatepark when he saw someone wipe out®?®. They ended up
cutting their knee really badly. While everyone else was panicking, David immediately went
over to the person and helped them stop the bleeding®*6. He was so calm and level-headed®?’ in
the middle of a crisis. So that inspired him to become a paramedic.

It’s a pretty tough job. Before he got started in the field, he had to do a whole college
program?328 first. But when he started going out in ambulances, he saw so many horrible injuries.
He thought that it might be too overwhelming for him at first. But he knew that he wanted to help
people, so he decided to stick to it.

Being a paramedic is really demanding3?° since you have to deal with all kinds of
emergencies. That’s why | think David’s work is really useful to society. It helps people in need.
Everything he does gives hope to the patients and their families. It's hard to imagine the world
would be better off without those medical workers at the front line, especially when the

pandemic® is still going on.
(Copyright to s it sk ¥ = 15 4D

323 paramedic: 2R A 327 |evel-headed: A &), “FErf. BEAE, A
324 pursue this line of work: M X 1B FEA

325 wipe out: (ISR FF 328 do a whole college program: 52 & T A K 2R L
326 helped them stop the bleeding: #ibi X E 329 demanding: Z 3K =11

1] they F& 092 A 2 BT HEAS A0 330 pandemic: 1%

48




BB EEEERE
IR R R
SR BB PR IR S . WVCERN, EES RMEECR Penny ZITARE

Describe a person you only met once and want to know more about

You should say: M.
Who he/she is Hﬁ ﬁ.!?:
When you met him/her I:I 1:! I:I

H'E 15 &

Why you want to know more about him/her

And explain how you feel about him/her

49. —WHBBRBA

I actually had a cool encounter with a stranger a while ago. If memory serves correctly, this
happened a few months ago. | met this woman in a park close to my house. | was going for an
evening walk, and she caught my attention because she was sitting on a stool in front of an
easel®3, | was surprised to see someone just painting in the middle of a park. So | decided to
check it out.

She noticed me looking, so she invited me to come closer and look at her artwork. To
my surprise, it was actually a stunning painting in progress®®?. She was painting the trees in front
of her. They looked so vibrant®2 and lifelike3**. | was absolutely blown away.

We struck up a conversation33 for about twenty minutes. She told me that as a young girl,
she’d always loved painting. But she couldn’t afford art lessons, so she had to teach herself a lot
of basic skills. Now, she likes to go to public places and paint the scenery. She says it’s a good
way to practice, but it also helps others enjoy art by getting to see it happen before their very
eyes336,

| agreed that painting in public was a really cool way of connecting with strangers and
brightening their day®*’. This woman has such a unique perspective and has the courage to stand
out. I admire her for that. So | definitely want to know more about her. It’d be interesting to
hear how she got to this place in life3%,
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Describe a person who you follow on social media.

You should say:

i'M--';’

Who he/she is; Hﬁ ﬁ.?n
How you knew him/her; I:I 1:! I:I
H'E1E &

What he/she posts on social media;

And explain why you follow him/her on social media

50. 1 X Bk EERIBIA

I follow so many different people on social media, but one person who stands out is a man
with a deaf daughter. He mostly posts videos of him and his daughter communicating in sign
language®°. | don’t know this person in real life, but | think that his content is really interesting
and educational.

If memory serves correctly, | found his account because one of my friends sent me a video
he posted. In the video, he and his daughter were answering some frequently asked questions4°
about her being deaf.

Before seeing his videos, | didn’t know that much about the deaf community. | definitely
didn’t think about what life is like for young children who are deaf or hard of hearing. So this
video really caught my interest®*!. Plus, you can tell when watching the videos how much this
dad loves his kid. It’s really sweet and endearing®*?. So | decided to follow his account. I thought
it was a great way to learn more about being deaf while also enjoying some funny content of a
father and daughter.

| find all of the videos really cool. They’re often the highlight of my day3*. I’ve even picked
up®* a few phrases in sign language. It’s really interesting to learn about people with different
experiences. Plus, the kid is really funny and always jokes around with her dad. She is an
optimistic child with a sunny disposition3#. Every time | see her, she cheers me up and | have
more energy to deal with the setbacks®*® in my life.
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