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Describe a time when you were very busy.

You should say: :

-4
4

When it was;

=
;

What you had to do during that time;

il
Hif
O 13
o
ki

8
i
il

How you managed it;

And explain how you felt about being much busy.

1 fCRRZ

I’m going to talk about the time I had to juggle a part-time job with studying for exams®. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago during the end of the semester. |
wanted to get a job for the summer, but | ended up finding a job a bit earlier than expected. There
was an opening at a café near my home, which seemed like a perfect fit. The only downside was
that the job overlapped? with the last few weeks of school. So | had to start training for my job

while studying for exams, which was super stressful.

| was also really busy handling both work and study®. | had to set aside a few hours* per day
to study, but 1 also had to go to shifts at my job®. | felt totally overwhelmed. My brain was
bursting® with all the information | had to memorize. Not only did | have to memorize lots of
facts and concepts for my exam, but I also had to memorize how to make beverages and prepare

dishes at this café. | started to feel like | had bitten off more than | could chew’.

I got through it® by becoming very good at time management. | created a study schedule
and worked around my shifts® at the café. By organizing my time well, | felt confident enough to
handle this busy time of my life. | was really stressed at first, but | felt good about myself for
handling the situation.
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Describe an important event you celebrated.

You should say: :

-4
4

What the event was;

=
;

When it happened,;

il
Hif
O 13
o
ki

8
i
il

Who attended the event;

And explain how you feel about the event.

2. RELEHIESN

An important event | celebrated recently was my sister’s PhD graduation. If memory serves
correctly, this happened just a few months ago. It was a really big deal for her because she had
a hard time doing the PhD. You know, doctoral courses are way harder and she had to publish
her research paper in a reputable science journal, which is definitely not a walk in the park®. So
when she finally settled on a PhD degree and made it through'!, my family and | were very proud

of her.

The hooding ceremony* was a little boring, to be honest. We had to sit through hours of
speeches and a super long line of graduates walking across the stage. But it was so worth it to
hear my sister’s name get called and watch her accept her PhD degree. My heart was bursting
with pride'®. The best part was the dinner party that we had after the ceremony. We made a
reservation at a fancy restaurant and invited lots of family and friends. We had our own private
room to celebrate in, which made the occasion feel extra special. It was so nice being surrounded

by loved ones. | know my sister was really happy to have us all there with her.

| felt pretty happy as well. Even though the day wasn’t about me, | was over the moon**
because my sister had achieved a huge milestone in her life!®. | was glad that she made it to the

finish line'® and was finally ready to get a job in her field.
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Describe a surprise that made you happy.
You should say: :

What it is;

-4
4

=
;

How you found out about it;

What you did,;

il
Hif
O 13
o
ki

8
i
il

And explain whether it made you happy.

3. R B ER

I’m going to talk about the time my friends surprised me with a really sweet gesture’. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. | was getting ready to move to another
city. | was excited for the change, but | was also sad about leaving my friends behind*®. | wanted

to do something special with them, but | wasn’t sure what to do.

Then, a week before | was set to move, my friends invited me to go to a nearby park with
them. They told me to show up®® at seven in the morning, which was confusing because we
normally don’t hang out that early in the day. When | showed up, they said that they had been
planning a special goodbye tour®® for me. They drove me to a scenic spot? I’d been craving to
visit for a long time. We had a lot of fun there and they even prepared gifts for me. | was so

touched. It meant so much to me that they had this all planned out.

It was one of the most enjoyable days I’ve had in a while. After the sightseeing®?, we went
to my favorite restaurant for dinner, then we ended the day by going to a karaoke pub. I got to
do all my favorite things with all my favorite people. | was so happy to be surprised in such a
lovely way. And I felt so grateful to have such amazing friends.
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Describe a difficult decision that you once made but had a good result.

You should say: A
LYl

What the decision was; i B
When you made your decision; IE_I_ I.:"I I.'_'_I
§'ETE 5

How long it took to make the decision;

And explain why it was difficult to make.

4. BXEEAT 17 55 R I P e

I’m going to talk about the time | decided to give up on eating sugar. If memory serves
correctly, this happened about a year ago. At the time, my friend was really focused on
improving her health. She read an article that talked about the health benefits of cutting down
on sugar?. So she decided to challenge herself. She was going to avoid any food products with
added sugar?* for a whole month. She asked me to do the challenge with her. She said we could

keep each other motivated.

| love sugary foods?®, so | was very hesitant to jump on board?®. But after a few days, she
talked me into it. | thought it would be an interesting experience at the very least?’. It proved to
be pretty hard. | was basically going through sugar withdrawal?®. You know, | craved it so much
every day. But | slowly started getting used to not having it. After a while, | found that | had more

energy and that | could focus better. They were small changes at first, but it started adding up?®.

After the month was up®, | decided that | wanted to keep avoiding sugar for as long as |
could. It took me a while to decide to try this out indefinitely. But the results have been amazing.
I’ve lost some weight and | feel like my health has never been better®!. So even though it was

hard to give up sugar, | think it was for the best.
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Describe a time when you were asked to give your opinion.

You should say: »
By

when it was; }E .50
why you were asked to give your opinion; IE_I_ 1_:"1 1_:1
H'EE &6

what opinion you gave

and explain how you felt about giving your opinion.

5. ARSI REL

I’m going to talk about the time my friend asked me for my opinion on their®? singing. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My friend Alex decided that she
wanted to try her hand at® singing professionally. | was a little surprised, since she’d never

talked about it before. But she said it’d been a secret dream of hers for years.

She asked me to come over and listen to her perform. She wanted to know if | thought she
was good enough to make it as a professional singer. | was pretty nervous before | went over.
After all, if she was bad at singing, it would be pretty awkward to give her my honest opinion. |

didn’t want it to ruin our friendship3*.

Luckily, when she performed, | was blown away*® by her talent. She has an amazing singing
voice. She already sounded like a famous singer to me. | gave her a standing ovation® at the

end of the first song. | was so shocked that she’d had this hidden talent all along.

I told her that I thought she was very talented and could easily make it as a singer. | was
really happy to give her my opinion, especially because it was so positive. I’m not sure if she’ll
find success as a singer. After all, talent isn’t everything when it comes to becoming a star. But |
think she has a lot of promise®’ and could go very far if given the chance®.
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Describe a positive change in your life

You should say: :

-4
4

What the change was about;

=
;

When it happened;

il
Hif
O 13
o
ki

8
i
il

Who helped you;

And explain how it affected you later in life.

6. R

I’m going to talk about a change to my diet. Specifically, I’ve decided to stop eating fast
food. I think it’s one of the most positive changes I’ve made in my life. If memory serves
correctly, this happened about a year ago. At the time, my friend was really focused on
improving her health. She read an article that talked about the health benefits of avoiding
processed food®, especially fast food. So she decided to challenge herself. She was going to
stop eating out for a whole month. She asked me to do the challenge with her. She said we could

keep each other motivated.

I love fast food, so | was very hesitant to jump on board®°. But after a few days, she talked
me into it. | thought it would be an interesting experience at the very least. It proved to be pretty
hard. You know, | really craved fast food every day. But | slowly started getting used to not
having it. After a while, | found that | had more energy and that I could focus better. They were

small changes at first, but it started adding up*.

After the month was up*?, | decided that | wanted to stop eating fast food in general. Even
though it was hard for me to try it out indefinitely, | know it’s the right thing to do. And the
results have been amazing. I’ve lost a lot of weight and | feel like my health has never been

better*. So even though it was hard to give up on fast food, I think it was for the best.
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Describe a contest/competition you would like to participate in

You should say: :

-4
4

What the contest/competition is about;

x
]

Where the contest/competition will take place;
When it will be held; H'F L §A

8
i
ol

And explain why you would like to participate in it.

7. SN

I’m going to talk about a short story competition that 1’d love to take part in. It happens
every year, so | definitely haven’t missed my chance yet. If memory serves correctly, I first heard
about this contest a couple years ago. I’ve loved writing ever since | can remember, but I’ve never
done it in a professional context*. I’ve never taken any writing classes either. So when | heard

about this contest, | didn’t enter right away*® because | wasn’t confident in my writing skills.

But over the years, I’ve gotten feedback from my friends and they say that | have a knack
for writing. That gave me the boost of confidence? to consider entering this contest. The contest
is very interesting to me. Everyone receives the same writing prompt*’. Then they have three
days to come up with a really unique story. The judges vote on which story is best, and then the

winner receives prize money and gets their story published for everyone to enjoy.

The contest is coming up at the end of the year, which gives me lots of time to keep honing
my writing®. I think that with all this preparation, I’ll be ready to write a really compelling story
that will hopefully knock the judges’ socks off*°. You know, winning the contest would make me
feel like a real writer and encourage me on my journey®. So for that reason, | really want to
enter this contest® and see if my writing is good enough to win the prize.
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Describe a special day that you went out but didn’t spend much money

You should say: :
Bl
What day it was; Fui:
Where you went; 0 I-!j, I.'.'_-t
What you did; B'EE S

And explain how you felt about it.

8. SMHIET EAH—K

I’m going to talk about the day | reconnected with an old friend®2. | had a great time, but |
barely® spent anything. It was so lovely. If memory serves correctly, this happened about a
month ago. | hadn’t seen my high school friend in years because we moved to different cities

for university. We got so busy that we didn’t even get to talk very often.

But last month, we both happened to be in our hometown for a few days. So we set up a
hangout>*. We were both on a tight budget®®. So we decided to do mostly free activities together.
We met up at a park that was near our old high school and took a walk around. It was so great

just to see my friend and get to talk to them®® face to face.

The weather was beautiful out, so it was great to walk around and enjoy some fresh air
together. After the park, we went to the local mall and window-shopped®’. Even though we didn’t
buy anything, we had a great time checking out the stores®®. We joked that maybe in ten years,
we could afford some of the nice things we were looking at. We did spend a bit of money on

dinner, but it was just cheap takeout®® that we enjoyed at my friend’s house.

Allinall, I was so grateful that I could enjoy such a nice day with my friend. Their company

was worth more than anything money could buy.
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Describe an occasion that you lost something in a public place.

You should say: :
Bl
What you lost; Fui:
When and where you lost it; 0 I-!j, I.'.'_-t
What you did to find it; %'F 5 5A

And explain how you felt about it.

9. ERAKW

I’m going to talk about the time I lost my wallet at a mall. This happened just a few weeks
ago. | was shopping for a couple hours and had gotten hungry. So | decided to go to the food
court® for some lunch. To pay for my meal, | had to take my wallet out. The only problem is

that I didn’t put it back in my bag after paying. | just set it on the tray®! that I got my food on.

Then, after I finished my meal, | put the tray back where it belonged. But | forgot to take
my wallet off the tray®. | only realized that it was gone when | was at another store and was
trying to pay for my purchase. | felt a wave of panic wash over me®. | was freaking out. | ran
out of the store and retraced my steps® to the food court. But by the time I arrived, my wallet
was nowhere in sight®. It felt like my heart was beating right out of my chest®. After all, my

wallet had all my bank cards and ID in it.

The mall I was at had a lost and found section. So | went there and asked a mall security
guard®’ if anyone had turned in a wallet. To my relief°®, someone had actually brought my
wallet to them. And they didn’t take any money out of it. | thanked the mall security and decided
to be more careful from then on.
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Describe a time when you had to wait in a traffic jam.

You should say: :

-4
4

When and where it happened

x
]

How long you were stuck due to bad traffic

8
i
il

What you did while waiting

And explain how you felt when you were stuck in that traffic jam.

10. ¥ ERIZ

A few weeks ago, | got stuck in an awful traffic jam. It felt like | was waiting behind a never-
ending line of cars®®. At the time, | was on my way home from work. I usually take one of the
major highways that leads from the downtown area of the city to where | live, which is pretty
far out in the suburbs. Usually there’s rush hour traffic, but this traffic jam was way worse than

that.

| wasn’t sure what was going on at first. | was making decent progress on the highway™
when all of a sudden, traffic came to a dead stop’’. As the time dragged on’?, I realized | was
stuck in a serious jam. | only drove a couple of inches every ten minutes or so. It felt like an
eternity had passed”® by the time I got close enough to see what the problem was. It turned out

that there had been a minor car crash’, so one of the lanes was closed.

It didn’t seem like anyone had been seriously hurt, which was good. But on the downside, |
was waiting in traffic for almost an hour. | couldn’t believe how much time | was wasting in my
car. | tried to pass the time by listening to my favorite music and singing along. But I still felt

super frustrated.

Eventually, the traffic cleared up again’™ and | was able to make it home at a half-decent

time’®. But | was still annoyed with that huge delay.
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Describe a time you used your cellphone to do something important.

You should say: :

-4
4

What happened;

x
]

When it’s happened;

8
i
il

How important the cellphone was;

And explain how you felt about the experience.

1. AR EENE

My cellphone has come in handy so many times. It’s hard to pick just one occasion. But
something that stands out is the time | used my cellphone to attend a meeting for work. If memory
serves correctly, this happened a few months ago when | had a car accident. | thought | would

totally miss the meeting but I got to use my cellphone to have a phone meeting.

| was driving to work. The car in front of me stopped very suddenly. I almost bumped into’’
that car, but luckily, | braked in time’®. But my luck ran out’® when the car behind me didn’t

slow down fast enough. They ran right into the back of my car.

Fortunately, there wasn’t too much damage to my car, which was great. But it took me a
while to exchange information with the driver, and the whole incident made me late to work. That

was extra stressful because | had an important meeting that | didn’t want to miss.

| called my office and told them | wouldn’t be able to attend the meeting in person®. Instead,
I decided to call into the meeting from my car®:. | drove my car to a nearby parking lot and used
my phone to participate in the meeting remotely®. | was so glad | had my phone on me. Otherwise,
I would’ve missed this meeting and | would’ve been even more stressed. Needless to say®, my
phone is a total lifesaver®.
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Describe a time when you helped a child

You should say: :

-4
4

When it was;

x
]

How you helped him/her;

il
Hif
O 13
o
ki

8
i
il

Why you helped him/her;
And how you felt about it.

12. B/ N

I’m going to talk about the time | helped my cousin get his mom a birthday present. If
memory serves correctly, this happened a few months ago. My cousin is eight years old. He’s
very sweet and considerate. | also think he has a great sense of humour for a kid. We get along

pretty well.

Anyway, his mom?’s birthday was coming up. Since we’re kind of close, my cousin asked me
for help. He wanted me to take him shopping so that he could find her the perfect gift. He had
been saving up his monthly allowance for a whole year® so that he could afford something

really nice.

| thought this was such a touching gesture®®, especially from a kid his age. So | agreed to
help him out. I picked him up after school one day and we went to the mall. We spent about two
hours going through every single store®” in search of the perfect gift. Finally, he settled on® a
nice silver bracelet. It was definitely out of his budget®. So I decided to chip in®® to help him
buy it. After all, what eight-year-old®! is going to be able to buy nice jewelry on their own? It’s

really the thought that counts®.

| felt really happy that my cousin and | could spend the day together. It was really fun
helping him out. Plus, it was all worth it when his mom opened that present on her birthday. She
was so excited about this beautiful gift from her son.
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Describe a time someone gave you positive comments about your work

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

What you did(work/study);

When it was;

8
i
il

Who gave you the positive feedback;

And explain how you felt about it.

13. TAEERS X i B M IE T PR O

I’m going to talk about the time my boss gave me a positive comment at work. A few months
ago, | got hired at a milk tea shop. | love drinking milk tea, so this is the perfect fit* for me.
However, at the start, | didn’t know the recipes fully®*. You know, | often had to ask my coworkers

for help. So sometimes, customers got frustrated with me.

I really care about what people think of me, even if they’re strangers. So when they got
upset with me, 1 felt like | was a bad person because of it. | brought this up to my boss®, but he
didn’t give me a hard time for®® being a slow learner. Instead, he told me that he thought I did my
job very well. He said | was very patient and always kept my cool®’ no matter how annoying the
customer was. He valued my professionalism and work ethic®. He thinks they are the most

important qualities as a sales rep®.

I was really impressed by his wonderful compliment. It made me feel like | could be more
confident in my job. So the next time a customer got frustrated with me, | did my best to calmly
explain that I’m still a bit new at the job. I didn’t take it personally*®®. And of course, | gradually
learned all the recipes by heart, so | got way less complaints from customers than before. I’m very
grateful to my boss for his positive comments.
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Describe a disagreement you had with someone

You should say: A

=
s

Who you had the disagreement with;

What the disagreement was;

8
i
il

What happened;

And explain how you felt about it.

14. 3 /48
I’m going to talk about a disagreement | had with my roommate. My roommate and |
usually get along really well, but we still have some conflicts every now and then®®?. We had this

particular disagreement a few weeks ago.

My roommate and | have lived together for a few months now. I’ve noticed that we have
very different standards when it comes to cleanliness. Whereas | care more about things being
neat and tidy, she can be a bit of a slob®. I don’t like it when the garbage doesn’t get taken out
regularly because it causes a mess and it makes the kitchen smell. But my roommate didn’t seem

to notice or care before | brought it up.

She told me that if the garbage bothered me, I should be the one to take it out. | said that
wasn’t fair because we both contributed to the garbage!®, so we should take turns bringing it
outside. My roommate was pretty stubborn%. But once | calmly explained that we should take
care of the garbage not just because it bothered me, but also because it was unhygienic'%, she

finally agreed that we could share the responsibility.

Anyway, | felt pretty frustrated at the beginning of our disagreement. But | knew that it
was important to be civil'® because | like my roommate and | want to have a good relationship
with her. I’m glad we could talk it out'®,
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Describe an English lesson you really enjoyed.

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

When and where you had the lesson;

Who gave the lesson;

8
i
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What it was about;

And explain why you enjoyed it.

15. — W B IEER
I’d like to talk about a lesson | had in an English tutoring school near my house. | signed up

for the spoken English class there last summer because | wanted to work on my oral skills.

The instructor was a gorgeous Australian woman named Lisa. She told us that she moved

to Hunan and was there for over a year to learn Mandarin and teach English at that school as well.

Honestly, the first lesson blew me away*®. She divided us into pairs and gave each pair an
interesting topic to discuss. The topic my partner and | got was “Is it necessary to hold a wedding
nowadays?” Even though we didn’t exactly know each other from Adam'°, we had a really fun
conversation in English about that topic. And our hilarious body language even made each other
laugh out loud in class. Lisa pointed out all the mistakes we made after listening to our discussion

and taught us the right and idiomatic expressions.

| took a liking*! to her lesson because her way of teaching was really productive and
different from ordinary English teachers in public schools. Other English teachers I’ve had are
really by the book!'?; they focus on teaching students more about English grammar and
vocabulary. Lisa, on the other hand, knocked it out of the park!*® by making her lesson fun and
interesting.
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Describe a time when you needed to search for information

You should say: A

=
s

What information you needed to search for

When you searched for it

8
i
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Where you searched for it

And explain why you needed to search for it.

16. 5 BER

I’m going to talk about a time | had to do research for a school essay. If memory serves
correctly, it was my first paper in university. | was taking an introductory psychology course.
Psychology was a totally new subject to me, so | was struggling to finish my assignment for

class. It had to be a five-page paper about a topic we had discussed in class.

I decided to write a paper about our unit on social psychology. So | went to the school library
to do research. We had to include at least three sources in our papert', so I knew I needed to go
there. Not only did | search for some online articles using one of the computers there, but I also
went through the shelves. It was hard to figure out where to look at first. But thankfully a

librarian pointed me in the right direction.

I picked out a few textbooks that I thought would be useful. It turns out that | actually gathered
way too much information**®. I only needed a few sources, but | had to spend a lot of time going

through**® all of the articles and books in order to figure that out.

In that sense!!’, my research skills were a bit weak. | overwhelmed myself with too many
things. But in the end, | was able to put together a pretty good paper, if | do say so myself!!8.
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Describe an important thing you learned(not at school or college)

You should say: A

=
s

What it is

When you learned it

8
i
il

How you learned it

And explain why it was important

17. BRAMERIMEERT

Learning new skills is one of the best ways to motivate you to improve and keep life
challenging. | try to learn at least one new skill every year in order to push myself'*° and become

the best person | can be. A new skill that | learned last year was how to play the guitar.

My good friend Tony has played the guitar since he was a child. He’s always encouraging
me to learn how to play the guitar. Finally, last summer, I decided to buy my own guitar and learn
how to play. Tony agreed to teach me twice a week at his home where he showed me everything

I needed to know about the basics of learning the guitar*?°.

For anyone who has learned an instrument before, they know how difficult it is to play at a
high level*?. It can take hours and hours of practice'?? if you want to become talented at playing
an instrument, and the guitar is no different'?3. Tony taught me the basics of finger movement?4,
learning how to read music, and how to hit the right chords*?® while playing. It was frustrating
at first since there was so much to learn, but he was patient with me and pushed me to do my

best.

Now, I’m able to play several songs. It’s not stressful to play. It actually helps me wind
down'?, When | focus on playing guitar, | can let the worries of my day leave my mind!?’. It

helps me manage stress*?®. So it’s definitely one of the most important skills I’ve ever learned.
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Describe a time when you overcame difficulties in doing something and succeeded.
You should say:

B
\d
What the difficult task was; i ol
s
How you overcame the difficulties; i i i
Whether you got help; #'EE u

And explain how you felt when you succeeded.

18. @ A PR M 4% B Zh
I’m going to talk about the time | decided to start working out every week. Honestly, that
may be a walk in the park!?® for some people. But at the time, | was super busy and very

unmotivated** to add another thing to my schedule.

| decided | should start working out regularly a few months ago. | realized that | was pretty
out of shape®®!, and | wanted to be proactive*? about it instead of waiting for things to get worse.
I looked at some fitness sites to get recommendations, but everything seemed so overwhelming.
It was hard for me to focus on exercise. | also started feeling anxious that it was too late and |

wouldn’t be able to develop a good workout routine.

| talked to one of my friends, Dan, who’s a very active person. He told me not to focus on
having the perfect workout regimen®2. Instead, | could just pick one activity per week. It could
be the same, or it could be something new every week. And it didn’t have to be too intense. He

said that even a walk after work could count.

His advice helped. | realized that I could fit in short walks while | took a break from work.
Making small changes at a slow pace'® helped me overcome my anxiety about working out

enough. Soon, I had a nice weekly routine. | felt really happy that | found a way to work out.
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Describe a time you made a decision to wait for something.

You should say: v
= ll- 4

When it happened; }E IEE:
What you waited for; I-!_j. I-!j. IE-I
H'EIE 58

Why you made the decision;

And explain how you felt about the decision.

19. RESA

I’m going to talk about the time | decided to wait for a year before applying to grad
school*®. After | graduated last year, | wanted to go straight to grad school. It was my goal to
get my postgraduate degree as soon as possible**®. But when | was talking about it with my best

friend, she suggested that | take a gap year instead*®’.

I was really surprised when I heard her advice. But she explained that | needed time to rest.
I had been pushing myself really hard!® in school. She said that if | kept going at this pace, | was
going to burn out. | took her words to heart**® and decided to take a break. It was hard, but |

realized that | had to prioritize my mental health.

| felt really stressed about my decision at first. | thought that maybe | was overreacting*°.
But once it had been a couple weeks, | realized how wound up®* I had been. It was really
refreshing to have some time away from school. After that realization, | felt very relieved that |

had made this important decision.

I didn’t stop thinking about school completely, of course. Instead, | took the extra year to
research different schools to apply to. Now that it’s time to apply, | think | have a much clearer
head**? and | feel better about my choices. So I’m very grateful to my friend for giving me that

advice.
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Describe a time when you saw the plastic waste

You should say: A

=
s

When it happened

Where you saw it

8
i
il

What you did about it

And explain how you feel about seeing plastic waste

20. RHBIR
I’m going to talk about the time | went to the beach and saw lots of plastic waste. If memory
serves correctly, 1 went there last summer. My friend and | decided to go on a road trip'*® and

visit the nearest beach. We were so excited to swim and enjoy the beautiful weather.

But when we got to the beach, we were so upset to find that the shore was littered with
garbage**. There were plastic bags and bottles all along the shoreline. It was like someone had
had a huge party and decided not to clean up. We asked one of the locals why there was so much
trash, and they said that a lot of tourists like to come to the beach but they don’t pick up after

themselves!®®.

I thought it was horrible that people could treat nature like that. I mean, it was such a
beautiful beach, but it was ruined by all the garbage. | didn’t even want to go in the water. My
friend and | picked up some of the garbage by ourselves, but we could barely make a dent4,

After an hour, we took a quick swim, and then we went home.

I was really sad to see so much plastic waste on the beach. | can’t imagine how badly that
affects the wildlife. It’s such a shame that'*’ people are so disrespectful with their garbage. We

really need to do better.
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Describe an occasion that you forgot/missed an appointment

You should say: A
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4
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What the appointment was for

Who you made it with
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8
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Why you forgot/missed it

And explain how you felt about the experience

21. R4
I’m going to talk about the time when | forgot the appointment that | made with my advisor.
If my memory doesn’t fail me?*®, it happened on July 1%. Actually that was also my sister’s

wedding day.

I remember that one day when | was revising my dissertation'*°, | received an email from
my advisor. She asked me to come to her office at 2 pm on July 1st. She would like to discuss the

changes in my dissertation. I replied the email and confirmed**® meeting time with her.

However, as | said just now, my sister’s wedding party was also held on July 1. And | was
her maid of honor'®. So, | had to do tons of things, like helping the bride to get ready and
welcoming the guests. You know, as the bride’s little sister, this was a moment of joy that | greatly

looked forward to. So | had so much fun that | totally forgot the appointment of the meeting!

At the end of the wedding ceremony, I received a call from my advisor...and it was already
2.30pm! She was pissed off*>? because | broke the appointment®®3. After I sincerely apologized
to her and explained that it was my sister’s wedding day, she eventually forgave me and
rescheduled the meeting for the next day. | was really embarrassed, so since then, | always set

an alarm on my phone to remind me of the appointments.
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Describe a time when you received money as a gift.

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

When it happened,;

Who gave you money;

8
i
il

Why he/she gave you money;

And explain how you used the money.

22. BN RAE AL

When it comes to a time someone gave me money as a gift, the first one that comes to

mind®* is the time my mom gave me cash for my birthday.

Specifically, it was just a couple months ago. It was my twentieth birthday and so my
mom wanted to give me spending money**® to go treat myself'*6. You know, twenty is a pretty
big milestone™’. She gave me a wad of cash®*® so my friend and I could go enjoy a BBQ festival
together without having to worry about the price. It was totally worth it; later on that week, |

took my friend to the festival and we bought loads of roasted lamb®®°.

Well, BBQ is my favourite food, and it was a blast!®® to enjoy them with my friend. My
mom knows that as a student, | often have to keep a tight budget*®?, so the money was a perfect
gift for me. | feel like if she hadn’t given me money, | would’ve been worrying about how to
afford everything. Especially since | was taking my friend with me — it was nice to not have to

think about money the whole night.

As for my feelings about it, | was over the moon*®2. It was such a thoughtful gift and my
friend and | definitely spent the money well. It really took a load off'¢® in terms of worrying about
my finances.
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Describe a problem you had while shopping online or in a store.

You should say: A
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=
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When it happened,;
What you bought;

8
i
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What problem you had;

And explain how you felt about the experience

23. FRE R YA B

I’d like to talk about the worst shopping experience I’ve ever had. If memory serves correctly,
it happened in July. One day, when I saw an online shop on Taobao having a huge discount on a
really good tablet computer®*, | placed an order without a second thought®® because 1’d been

thinking about buying a tablet for a long time.

I was happy that the shipment was quick. But after | opened the box, | felt something was
off%8, I saw some fingerprints!®’ on the display and scratches!®® on the back. | was like, how
come a brand new tablet has that? Then | figured out that | was scammed into®® buying a

refurbished unit’®.

At the time, | was totally pissed off'"*. | messaged the seller about this issue, but he claimed
that he mentioned this information on the page, even though the words were in a teeny-tiny!’
font size. Instead of getting into a fight'’® with him, | contacted Taobao and issued a complaint

against this seller right away.

It’s funny that just an hour after | issued a complaint, the owner of the online shop called me
and apologized for what happened. And he promised to send me a new unit and waive the cost
of’* the refurbished unit as compensation’. Well, | was satisfied with the result; at least | didn’t
lose money. But | don’t think I’ll ever buy anything from this shop. It’s not trustworthy’® at all.
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Describe a time when you had to share something with others

You should say A
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4

=
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What you shared;
Who you shared it with;

8
i
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Why you had to share it with others;

And explain how you felt about it.

24. AEA NI FE

I’m going to talk about the time | had to share an office with a co-worker. If memory serves
correctly, this happened a few months ago. Normally, I have my own space at work. But there
was an issue with the building infrastructure that required some parts of the floor to be shut
down. So one of my coworkers had to share my office with me. They added their desk, which

made the space quite cramped*”.

Luckily, this co-worker and | get along pretty well. Her name is Sarah, and we have a lot
in common'’8, But even then'’®, having to share an office added some tension*®. She would often
take phone calls in our office, but she talked so loudly that | had to put earphones in so | could

focus. But | could still hear her over the music | played, which was frustrating.

We had to share the office for two weeks, which definitely felt like an eternity!8!. By the
end of those two weeks, we had started to get on each other’s nerves®?. It wasn’t good for our
professional work, and it definitely wasn’t helping our work performance. But once | had my

space back'®, things got much better.

As for how | felt about it, well, | was a little annoyed that | had to share my space. But as

an adult, you have to learn how to deal with difficult situations and make the most out of it'8*.
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Describe something you do to keep fit and healthy

You should say: :

-4
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what it is

x
]

how often you do it

8
i
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how you do it (or, how easy or difficult it is to do)

and explain how it helps to keep you fit.

25. PR¥FIR R 5 1%

When it comes to an activity that keeps me fit and healthy, the first one that comes to mind
Is swimming. I’ve had a love of swimming ever since | was a little kid. My dad was the one who
taught me how to swim. | took to it like a duck to water*®. Soon, | was able to swim across the

pool. As | got older, | started taking part in swimming races.

Nowadays, | swim every week. Instead of working out at a gym, | prefer keeping fit by
swimming at a public pool nearby. I love it because not only is it a good exercise, but it also helps
me blow off some steam ®® when | feel stressed. Even though the activity can be quite

strenuous'®’, I’ve been swimming for so long that it feels like second nature to me'®,

Swimming is so great for your physical health. Not only does it improve your muscle
strength and flexibility®®, but it also decreases your stress® and helps you keep off extra fat.
I’ve been able to keep in good shape because | swim so often. Plus, | really enjoy the social aspect
of swimming. When you swim with other people, you get to bond over a shared passion'®* while

also keeping each other motivated to exercise.

Overall, I think swimming is great for my mental and physical health. It keeps me active
and helps me enjoy life to the fullest'®,
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Describe something that can help you concentrate on work/study.
You should say: :

What it is;

=
s

How does it help you;
What do you think about it; %'F 5 5A

8
i
ol

And explain why you think it is helpful

26. HER B ERE SR

I’m going to talk about the Apple watch that helps me concentrate on my work. Whenever
| have a task to do, I like to put my Apple watch on and tune everything else out!®®. It’s a pretty
advanced watch. If memory serves correctly, it cost me almost a whole month of my salary*®. |
was a little hesitant about purchasing it. But it was definitely worth it. It’s very comfy, so | can

wear it for a day without my wrist getting sore*®.

Anyway, | think it’s helpful because when I’m working, I can easily get distracted by things
around. The smart watch has a very good countdown feature'®®, so when I’m about to start a task,
| often estimate how long it will take me and set a countdown on the watch®®’. After the
countdown starts, | try my best to finish the job before it ends. It’s a really good way for me to
get in the zone!®® and boost my concentration®®. It’s like having a contest with yourself. It’s very
satisfying when I can finish the job ahead of the countdown?®, because it means I’m even more

productive than | expected.

I’m glad I bought this smart watch. It really comes in handy?°*. I’ve found that since | started
using this watch, I’ve been able to have better focus at work. Actually I left a couple of glowing
reviews??? of the watch on the internet. | often recommend my friends to try it out. | believe they
will love it.
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Describe an invention that has changed the world in a positive way.
You should say: :
What it is;
What benefits it has brought;

-4
4

o
. EEE&

How it influences people of different ages;

And explain how it changed people’s lives.

27 LA ERBEFH K Y

When it comes to an invention that has changed the world in a positive way, the first one
that comes to mind is the mobile phone. | feel pretty lucky that | was born into a world where?®®
mobile phones are easily available. They make life so convenient, but they’re also truly helpful

in cases of emergencies.

In the past, the invention of the telephone obviously Kkickstarted a new age of
communication®®. People could talk to each other, no matter where in the world they were. But
they were still limited in terms of how easy it was to talk. They had to use landlines®® that were

attached to one place in their home.

But with a mobile phone, life got so much easier. People were able to make calls from
anywhere they wanted to. This is especially beneficial in situations where you need to quickly
get in touch with someone. For example, imagine getting locked out of your house. With a mobile
phone, you can easily call someone to unlock the door for you. In more serious situations, mobile
phones can literally be a lifesaver?. Mobile phones allow you to get in touch with the police or

an ambulance when you’re in need of help.

People of all ages can use mobile phones to get in touch with their loved ones. Now, with the
development of technology, you can also use your phone to take pictures, send emails, and do a
whole array of?% other things. Seriously, 1 can’t even imagine how people live without
cellphones nowadays.
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Describe a traditional product in your country
You should say: :

What it is;

-4
4

x
]

When you tried this product for the first time;
What it is made of; H'F L §A

&
il

And explain how you feel about it.

28. R 4i 7™ i

My country is known for tons of different traditional products. But one of the more
recognizable ones is pottery?®. It’s typically referred to as?®® porcelain®® or china, since a lot
of clay and stone has been found in China. The tradition of making beautiful, delicate pottery is
thousands of years old. Over time?!!, people in China found new ways to make and decorate

pottery. The Chinese are generally considered specialists in this kind of craft.

As for what pottery is usually made out of, it comes from porcelain, which is a type of fine
clay?*?. Porcelain pots used to be considered a luxury and would often be displayed in rich
people’s homes. Nowadays, porcelain is still a really valuable product to own. People are very
proud to have a set of fine china®. One of the most famous designs is the blue-and-white

patterned porcelain®4 that was made in the Ming dynasty.

My family has owned a few porcelain vases for generations. They’ve been passed down?*®
through the family for years, which makes them feel very special. It’s really nice to be able to
own a tangible piece of our culture?'®. Sometimes we even put flowers in the vases for special

occasions.

Anyway, | really love pottery. It comes in so many unique shapes and designs. It’s beautiful
to look at, and it makes for a great family heirloom?'. | hope to get my own porcelain vases to
pass down to my Kkids.
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Describe a way/change that helps you save a lot of time
You should say: :

What it is;

=
s

How you implement it;

8
i
il

How it helps you save time;

And explain how you feel about the way (about your change)

29. A1 A 5 5

When it comes to a change that helps me save a lot of time, the first one that comes to mind
is carpooling®®® to work. In the past, | would always commute to work. I usually had to take two
buses and a subway, which was pretty time-consuming?*®. Plus, since | commuted during rush
hour, it was common to get stuck in traffic or deal with other delays. It was starting to get very

overwhelming. It even made me late a few times, which was stressful.

Anyway, this change happened when | talked to some of my coworkers. One of them has a
car, and they suggested that they could drive us all to work. | really appreciated this kind offer.
Now that | get rides from my coworker??°, my morning commute is half as long??. It’s saved me

a lot of time in the morning, which is amazing.

I love carpooling to work because not only does it save me time and money on transit, but
it helps me start each day with some socializing. It’s great to talk to my coworkers on the way to
work. We can listen to music, talk about the night before, and discuss all kinds of personal stuff
before we get to work and have to be professional. | still pay our driver for gas, but we split it
among the group?? so it doesn’t cost that much. I’m really glad that I’ve made this change. It
definitely makes getting to work a more positive experience.

(Copyrights to st it i v = b 4D

218 carpooling: #t % 221 half as long: F2& 2 Aij 38 B i 1a) ) — 2 K
219 time-consuming: ¥EIS [, 4 Fe i) A] (1) 222 gpit it among the group: 4 75 19 N\ — 8 7

220 get rides from my coworker: ¥4 I3 [F] = 1) %
29




R ¥ U R R A
AR AR
BEXBER R A AR ATIE R TAICSE R, FEEEMEERR Penny ZITAEE

Describe a program you like to watch

You should say: M.,
What it is; }E .50
Who you watch it with; I-!—I. I-!j. IE-I

K'ETE 58

And explain why you like to watch it.

30. BEXXEHIWHE

Recently I’ve gotten hooked on®?® a game show called “Street Dance of China??*”. It’s not a
new show at all, | think it’s been going on for like five seasons, which | take as a good sign®%. It
must be popular for it to be running for 5 years! | don’t really know why I didn’t watch it earlier.
I guess | just hadn’t heard of it. My friend actually showed it to me when | was over at her

place??®, She loves it, and wanted to share that with someone.

So, Street Dance of China is a competitive dancing game show where people from all over
China come and dance off??’ to see who the best street dancer is. It’s actually quite an
engaging??® show, | didn’t expect it to be such a treat to watch. | think what really makes it fun
is the bad dancing. There are some people who come on and dance so badly that everyone is
completely floored by??° what they see. | mean, | never understand how they don't know they are

so bad at dancing. It makes for hilarious episodes, though.

I don’t watch the entire show on a daily basis. After all, it also plays on the internet, so |
don't need to follow its playing schedule?®® on TV. Instead, | watch episode clips?! on the internet
whenever I’m feeling bored. | think it’s better watching it this way because it allows me to kick
back and relax.
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Describe a beautiful object you have seen

You should say: v
- -

Where you saw it; }E IEE:

What it looks like: i i 5
£1'F [k &8

And explain how you felt about it. (354 i5tH =/ iA])

3. BERM W

One beautiful object I’ve seen is a handblown glass swan®%. If memory serves correctly,
I saw it when | went on vacation with my family. We decided to go to a beach town a few hours
from our city?®. It was a long drive, but it was worth it when we got there. We had a lovely time

swimming and relaxing on the shore. Then, we decided to check out some of the stores.

| found one shop that had all kinds of knickknacks®*. But the one that caught my eye?®
right away was a glass swan. It looked so lifelike?®®. The glass curved perfectly to show the
swan’s signature long neck®®’. It was also pretty large, probably so that there could be a lot of

detail. Even the little beak?3® was perfectly made.

I was so impressed that someone could make something like that. When | asked the shop
owner about it, he said that a local glassblower?® had made it. It took him a long time to craft
something so delicate, but the end result was stunning®¥. The owner said that lots of tourists

wanted to buy the vase, but it ended up being too pricey for them.

It was a bit too expensive for me as well, but | was happy just to admire it. | took a picture
so that | could remember it. | was honestly so blown away?*! by how beautiful the vase was. |
really loved it and hope it goes to a good home someday?*.
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Describe a photo that you feel proud about it.

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

When and with whom you took it;

Where you took it;
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o
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i
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Why you took it;
And explain why you felt proud of it.

32. 5l LA R A

I’m going to talk about a beautiful photo of a sunset that I took not too long ago. If memory
serves correctly, | took this picture a few months ago. It was during summer, so the weather was
really nice. My friends and | decided to take a day trip to a nearby beach. We spent most of the
day swimming and relaxing on the shore. Then, as the sun was setting, | got my phone out and
took a few pictures. | had to crouch low to get the right angle®*3, but I thought it was worth it for

the chance to take a good photo.

| wasn’t expecting the photos to turn out very well. After all, pictures rarely do these kinds
of sights justice?**. But when | looked at them the next day, | was pleasantly surprised to find
that they were breathtaking. One of them in particular caught the light just right®*>. The sky

literally looked like it was on fire?*. It was so amazing.

I quickly shared the photo with my friends. They all agreed that it was a great photo. They
encouraged me to post it on social media, which I did. It got a ton of likes and comments®*’. |

felt really good about it.

I’m proud of the photo because the composition?* and the lighting look really great. It’s
clear that | took it at just the right angle, which makes me feel accomplished®*°. I’'m so glad |
could capture such a beautiful sight.
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Describe an outdoor activity you did in a new place recently

You should say: v
- ll- 4

What the activity is; ?& F.i:
Who invited you to participate in it; i 3 5
K)'EE &8

Whether you asked for help in the activity

And explain what change you had in the activity

33. P ANES)

I’m going to talk about a hike that | went on not too long ago. If memory serves correctly,
it was just last month. | moved to a new city at the start of the summer, and | wanted to
familiarize myself with my surroundings®°. | made a couple new friends, and one week they
asked if 1 wanted to join them for a hike. | was touched that they wanted to include me®®* on this
fun adventure. | said yes, even though | wasn’t too keen on doing something so physically

demanding?®.

Before | went hiking, | asked for their advice on what kind of shoes to get. I’d never gone
on a serious hike before®>, and they seemed like hiking enthusiasts. They sent me a list of
different brands to consider. | went to a shoe store and found a great pair that were on sale. | was

S0 excited to get started!

We decided to go hiking early in the morning so it wouldn’t be too hot. | wasn’t too thrilled
about the early start to the day®*, but it turned out to be totally worth it. Although the hike was
physically challenging®®, | got to enjoy an amazing view. We hiked to the top of a tall hill and

got to see the whole city spread out below us?®. | was totally blown away.

My attitude about outdoor exercise definitely changed. It was still hard work, but | enjoyed
it way more than | thought | would.
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Describe a movie you watched recently and would like to watch again.

You should say: A

=
s

What movie it was and what it was about

When and where you watched it

8
i
il

Who you watched it with

And explain why you would like to watch it again.

34. EXHEHE RN ERE
The film that | absolutely love to watch again is an older film called Inception®’. It’s quite
famous and stars Leonardo di Caprio. It’s a sci-fi, futuristic®®® film that involves travelling into

dreams. It’s so cool!

The plot is a little bit difficult to explain, but it’s so good! The movie keeps you on your
toes?® all the way till the end, and even after that. | think the best part of the film is its ending.
It’s so ambiguous®®® and confusing that everyone has struggled to interpret it. | mean, there are
internet wars?®! still happening even ten years later about what the ending meant! That's the main
reason | want to see it again. Plus, the music of this movie just swept everyone off their feet?2,

263

And the computer animation<*° and plot were just so well done that viewers get totally lost in

the movie. | have yet to meet someone who doesn’t at least appreciate the film.

| first watched the film with my dad, who’s a big film buff?®4, and an even bigger sci-fi buff.
He got me hooked on The Matrix first, and this was the second film that I fell in love with. |

actually think that this movie tops®®® The Matrix.

Anyway, It’s a classic movie that deserves to be watched over and over. It’s just so
philosophical and has so many layers that you can’t help but try to unravel it?®¢. I'm looking

forward to rewatching it with my family when we have some spare time
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Describe a story or novel you have read that you found interesting.

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

When you read it;

What the story or novel was about;

8
i
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Who wrote it;

And explain why you read it.

35. BB H/N S
I’m going to talk about The Great Gatsby. It’s a world-class®®’ famous novel written by an
American author. | had read its Chinese version which | borrowed from a library, but I loved it

so much that | bought myself a copy. | just reread?® it a few weeks ago.

If memory serves correctly?®, it’s about a millionaire?”® named Jay Gatsby who’s in love
with a girl named Daisy. The story is told from the perspective of?’* Daisy’s cousin, whose name
is Nick. He meets Gatsby and together they try to help him reunite with?’? Daisy. Unfortunately,
they find out that Daisy is married. She and Gatsby still try to get together?”®, but it doesn’t work
out very well?™, In the end, Gatsby ends up getting killed for a murder he didn’t commit. It’s a

very romantic story, but the ending is kind of a bummer?™, if you ask me?’,

Still, 1 think it’s a great book. It looks like a romance story but it’s actually all about the
American Dream and how people can be stuck?®’” in the past. It’s said that it’s a classic when it
comes to American literature. | think everyone should read The Great Gatsby at least once in
their lifetime. It inspires people to think about whether we should pursuit our dreams even if it’s
unrealistic, which | believe is a deep question about life.
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Describe a song/a piece of music you like
You should say:

Which country the song/music is from; A,
What story the song/music is about; Fli:
Whom you knew the song/music from; Ol I-!j, I.'.'_-t
And explain why you like it. ) E S

36. EXHIEKE (BRDLHTED

I’m going to talk about a song called “Love Story.” It’s a song by a popular American singer-
songwriter named Taylor Swift. If memory serves correctly, | first heard this song when | was in
elementary school. | remember being really caught up in the story of the song, which is basically

a retelling of Romeo and Juliet?”®. But it’s from Juliet’s perspective, which I think is unique.

In the song, Taylor takes on the character of Juliet?”® and sings about meeting and falling in
love with Romeo. But her dad doesn’t want them to be together, which makes their love difficult.
In the chorus®®, she sings about wanting Romeo to come and save her from her situation?! so
that they can run away and be together. The chorus ends with her saying that it’s a love story, and

all he has to do is say yes.

Then, later in the song, she talks about losing hope that they can ever be together. But Romeo
appears and proposes to her. Then she says yes and they have a happy ending together. | think
it’s interesting that she decided to do a different version of the story. In the original, Romeo and
Juliet both die at the end. It’s very tragic. But Taylor wrote a song where they got to be together

instead.

The song is definitely really popular. It’s one of Taylor’s best-known songs®® because it’s

so catchy?® and the Iyrics are fun and romantic. | love the song and | think it’s a classic.
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Describe a place (not your hometown) where you would like to recommend living in.

You should say: :
LYl
Where it is; }E Flj:
How you know there; IE_I_ I.!"I I.'.'_I

What people can do there; H'E 15 78

And explain why you would like to recommend the place.

37. HEFMMN BRI TS
When it comes to somewhere I’d recommend living, the first place that comes to mind is
Beijing. It’s a major city in northern China. It has lots of charm to it?®4, and I think it has

something to offer for every type of person.

Since it’s a big city, there’s a sense of excitement wherever you look. There are so many
famous and historic sites to visit. The coolest one is probably the Great Wall of China. You can
walk on it and see a beautiful view of your surroundings. You can also visit amazing places in

the city like the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven.

Actually it’s a great place to live and not just be a tourist in. On a day-to-day basis?®, you
can enjoy the stunning modern architecture and the bustling night life?®. Plus, the food there is
to die for?®’. You have to try famous dishes like Peking duck and thousand-layered cake, as well
as more unique specialties like fish head soup. What’s more, Beijing has lots to offer in other
areas of life. For example, the city has very reputable schools?®, good hospitals, and great public
transportation. There are also lots of job opportunities in many different fields, and the average

wage is also way higher than?® most cities in China.

All in all, I think Beijing is a beautiful, exciting city where there’s always something to
capture your interest?®. So it would be a great place to live in.
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Describe a quiet place

You should say: A

=
s

Where it is;

How you knew it;

8
i
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What you do there;

And explain how you feel about the place.

38. ZEHIHTT

I’m going to talk about a library that’s within walking distance of my home. To be
accurate®®, it takes me just about 10 minutes to walk there. So that’s the first quiet place that |

can think of.

It’s a large public library that has lots of different sections®®?, like a newsroom, video room,
study room and children’s reading room. It’s also a popular place in my neighborhood as I always
see plenty of people there. Even though it often has many visitors, the environment there is
usually quiet and peaceful as most of them are conscious about?*® keeping their voices down

after they’ve entered the library.

Actually it is the place to go whenever | want to study for the IELTS test, especially on
weekends. It’s definitely a perfect place for silent study. I’ve never had any issues with?** people
making noise and disturbing my study. And I always feel very productive studying at the library.
You know, when everyone around is concentrated on studying, the atmosphere is really

conducive?® for motivation and concentration.

The librarians®®® there are usually pretty strict about limiting noises and require all visitors
to mute their cellphones®®’. So you barely hear a cellphone ringing. And visitors all try to keep
quiet. To tell the truth, it is rare to have such a peaceful place in the city. | really enjoy the peace
and quiet of the library.
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Describe an important river/lake in your country

You should say: :
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4

Where it is located:;

x
]

How big/long it is;
What it looks like; W'E L 8

8
i
ol

And explain why it is important.

39. EEFFMIH

My hometown is Wuhan, a city in the middle stretch of the Yangtze River. So when it comes
to a river, the first one | can think of is the Yangtze River. In China, it’s known as Changjiang,
which means “Long River.” It’s probably one of the most well-known rivers around the world.
It’s almost 4,000 miles long, which makes it the longest river in China and Asia. It’s also the
third-longest in the world. That’s pretty impressive! Since it’s so long, the Yangtze River goes

through many different provinces and regions in China?®%,

I learned a lot about the Yangtze River from geography classes in secondary school. It was
an important cradle®® of early civilization®® in China. For thousands of years, it’s been used for

302

water, irrigation, sanitation®", boundary-marking®®?, and even war. Besides, it has always

been an important waterway>° between the western provinces and the eastern provinces.

Even nowadays, towns and cities along this river still benefit from it for agriculture,
transportation and tourism. For example, the beautiful and scenic Three Gorges area®* on the
Yangtze is one of the most popular tourist attractions in China. My family and | took a river
cruise trip® through there before. The trip really takes a weight off my shoulders®®. Actually,
every year, tons of tourists make a special trip to visit this peaceful place. So, in both ancient
China or modern China, the Yangtze River has always been valuable in terms 0f3%” economy and
culture.
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Describe a house (or an apartment) of someone you know well and that you often visit

You should say: ML
Whose home it is ?‘E F.i:
Where it is located i i 5

H'EIE 58

What it is like inside

And explain how you feel about it

40. FAHIFK

I’m going to talk about a house that my dad’s friend owns. His name is Andrew and he’s
been a good family friend for about twenty years now. So 1’ve known him for almost my whole
life. If memory serves correctly, Andrew just renovated his home a couple years ago. When the

house was ready for visitors, my dad took my family to go visit right away.

I remember being shocked by how simple the house looked. Stepping into the house, you
can see that the walls are a very pale white. Plus, everything was in neutral tones®%. There were
some pops of colour®®, like bright blue pillows and even a yellow chair. But it was all primary
colours®®, which made the house look like something a little kid would draw. Besides, | was
surprised that he barely has any furniture in his home. | only saw a couch and a square table.
There aren’t any decorations, an air conditioner, or even a bed in his home. He just puts a

mattress on the floor.

You know, | love visiting Andrew because he’s pretty easygoing and the view from his huge
balcony is awesome. It’s also a good place to have a BBQ and mingle3't. But | still can’t figure
out why he refurbished®!2 his house in a minimalist style®!3. Honestly, | would never feel
comfortable if I didn’t have any fun things. | love displaying all kinds of stuff on shelves, like
my anime collections®**, flowers and mugs. | don’t understand how a person could live in a home
that’s as empty as a prison cell3°.
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Describe a place in your country that you would like to recommend to visitors/travelers

You should say: ML
What it is; }E F.j:
Where it is; IE—I- ﬁj— I-'-'_‘t

H'FE 58

What people can do there;

And explain why you would like to recommend it to visitors/travelers.

A1 T iR Y PO M 75
When it comes to somewhere 1’d recommend visiting, the first place that comes to mind is
Harbin, which is the most northern big city®® in China. If memory serves correctly, last winter

vacation, | took a plane to Harbin with my parents. It was really a blast®!” travelling there.

Actually, I’d been dying to®! visit Harbin for a long time. Every winter, the city builds a
theme park called the ice and snow world®*°. I’d only seen it on TV before | actually went there.
So when my family and | were on vacation for the spring festival holiday last year, we decided

to go to Harbin for a trip and see the ice sculptures®%°.

Anyway, it’s a very exotic®?! city. The scenery there was also stunning®?. Since it’s very
close to Russia, tons of Russian used to live there. Many buildings there were built in Russian
styles®?®, making the place look like a western city. Plus, as you know, we went there in winter
because it has a spectacular®® Ice Sculpture Festival. So we saw lots of beautiful giant ice

sculptures there, and there was even a gigantic castle®?® made of ice! It really blew us away?®?°.

So | think Harbin is such an interesting city! | have to say the city itself is quite unique
compared to other places in China. After all, it has the most bitterly cold®?’ winters in China.
Besides, there are also a ton of great winter activities there. So Harbin is definitely worth a visit®?2,
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Describe a popular place for sports (e.g. a stadium)

You should say: A

=
s

Where it is;

When you went there;

8
i
il

What you did there;

And explain how you felt about this place.

42. BEG e

I’m going to talk about a stadium located in the downtown area of my city. I’ve actually
been there a few times, which is a huge privilege®* because it’s such a cool space. If memory
serves correctly, the last time | was there was a few months ago. | went to see a championship

game®*°, which was really exciting. The energy in the stands was incredible33!,

I showed up half an hour early to just take in the sights. The stadium is a huge open space.
When it gets dark, you can see all the city lights. It makes for a stunning view. When the game
started, everyone became so energetic. There was shouting from both sides of the stadium, which
was almost deafening. Whenever someone scored a goal, the crowd went wild®3®. | had a really
cool view of the game332, so | could keep track of the players pretty well. | screamed along with

everyone else, so my voice was basically gone®** at the end of the game.

I think that it’s a really amazing venue. If you get good seats, you can feel like you’re in the
middle of the action. It’s awesome to see a sports game live, and when you’re in a giant stadium,

the experience is even better.

I was totally in awe of the view®®. I wish I could go to more games at the stadium, since |

really love it there. But tickets aren’t exactly cheap®.
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Describe a family member who you want to work with in the future.
You should say: :

Who he/she is;

-4
4

=
;

What kind of person he/she is;

8
i
il

What kind of work you would like to do with him/her;

And explain how you felt about this family member.

43 BHER KA
Well, I’m going to talk about my cousin, Sarah. She’s a few years younger than me, but |
actually feel like I could learn a lot from her. Since we’re not too far apart in age*®, we’ve always

been very close. | would consider her a friend, not just a relative.

Sarah is a very bright young woman. She excels in everything she tries her hand at®’. In
addition to being very creative and artistically-minded>®, she also has a great knack for business.
She would make a great entrepreneur. So it would be cool to start a business with her. She’s

especially talented at painting and making knickknacks®*

, S0 | think that she could make really
artsy products®?® and we could sell them together. We could make one-of-a-kind products®* that
people would go crazy over®#?. Since Sarah would be good at making the products and figuring
out a business model**3, |1 would be happy to do the behind-the-scenes work®** and handle the

administrative side of things.

Anyway, | think we would be a great team because we get along very well and we have a
good relationship with each other. | believe we could overcome any disagreements and cooperate

to ensure that our business runs smoothly®*.

All in all, I really like and respect Sarah. | think that she’d be a great business partner. If |
ever have the chance, | would love to work with her in the future.
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Describe an interesting neighbor.
You should say: :

Who he/she is;

=
s

How you knew him/her;

8
i
il

What you do together;

And explain why he/she is interesting.

44. FBRIBE

I’m going to talk about my neighbor Susan. She’s a very interesting woman in her mid-
thirties. If memory serves correctly, she first moved into the neighborhood three years ago. She
came over and introduced herself to me and my family right away, which made a strong
impression on me3#. Susan is a very friendly and eccentric®’ person. From the moment you

meet her, you can tell that she has a very special kind of energy.

Susan really stands out because she owns a ton of exotic birds*®. It’s pretty uncommon to
see someone living alone with a bunch of birds®*°, but Susan doesn’t seem lonely or anything.
She loves her pets so much. She often invites me over to hang out with the birds. She’s trained

them to say little phrases and do tricks®. It’s super fun to watch.

I think Susan is interesting not only because of her pets, but also because of her attitude
toward life. She’s very carefree, but she also has street smarts®?. So while she hasn’t planned
out every moment of her life, she’s smart enough to save her money in case of emergencies.
She’s very practical, but she’s also very spontaneous®?. Last month, she went on a week-long

trip to another city just because she felt like it.

All in all, Susan has a very unusual approach to life, but it seems to be working for her®>. |
really admire her. I’m glad she’s my neighbor.
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Describe a friend you like to talk with
You should say: :
Who he/she is;
What you like to talk about;

-4
4

8
m‘-ﬂ

Why you like to talk with him/her;

And explain how you feel about him/her.

45. ZZ KPR I GIER— W R KR

The first person who comes to mind is one of my best friends, Alex. He’s a great friend to
hang out with. We’ve known each other for six years now. We first met in university. We
happened to sit next to each other in class. | asked if I could borrow a pencil since 1’d forgotten
mine. Alex handed over®** his whole pencil case and said | could take anything | wanted. We hit

it off right away®. Ever since, we’ve been very close.

I really like talking to Alex because he’s a very open-minded*® and generous person. He
likes talking about any topic under the sun®’. If we disagree on something, he’s never rude about
it. He’s genuinely interested in hearing different opinions and having a civil debate®**®. He also
never dominates the conversation®®°. He makes sure that everyone has the chance to be heard. |

really appreciate that about him.

| especially enjoy talking about TV shows with him. He’s a fan of lots of different shows, so
we always have something to talk about. He always has interesting theories about the characters
and where the plot will go next®*®. It’s so fun watching a TV show with him. He usually has

funny commentary®*, which makes the experience really entertaining.

| definitely value Alex’s friendship a lot. | think he’s a wonderful person. | feel comfortable
talking to him about anything, no matter how personal it is. | hope we always stay in each other’s
lives®62,
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Describe someone who is well known/popular in your town, area or country.
You should say: :

What s/he does;

=
s

How you know him/her;

8
i
il

Why this person is well known/popular;

And explain whether you like this person or not, and why.

46. (HRIZKZ) BEHBA

I’m going to talk about a business owner who’s pretty famous in my hometown. It sounds
funny, but she’s actually a bit of a minor celebrity®®3. She’s middle-aged, probably in her late
forties. A few years ago, she decided to open a cat café. It was a pretty unusual business idea,
considering that our town doesn’t have anything else like that. But I think that’s what made her

café such a success.

If memory serves correctly, | first went to this café when it opened. | was really intrigued
by the idea and | wanted to meet the owner. She was so friendly. As soon as | walked in the door,
she greeted me and told me | could pick a cat to play with. She had four or five of them walking
around the café. | was surprised to see them roaming around®®*, but | had a great time enjoying

a cup of coffee while playing with an adorable cat.

Actually, many people have become regulars®® at the cat café because it’s such a fun
environment. Since almost everyone is using social media nowadays, many customers of her shop
have left glowing reviews about the food and service there, which has made her shop go viral®®®
in my hometown. There were even reporters from a local TV station asking her for interviews.
So this woman has really made a name for herself*®’. | like her a lot, and I’m really glad she
opened up this business. | hope her business keeps prospering and expanding®é.
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Describe a person you know who is from a different culture

You should say: v
- ll- 4

Who he/she is ?‘E F.i:
Where he/she is from I-!—I. I-!j. IE-I
H'EE &6

How you knew him/her

And explain how you feel about him/her

47 IR RS

%69 someone from another culture, the first person that comes to mind*"

When it comes to
is my friend David. He was an exchange student from Holland, also known as the Netherlands. |
first met him in university. We had a few classes together, so we got to know each other pretty
well. One of the first things I learned about David is that he’s Dutch. He’s a huge fan of soccer®™

and he loves to cheer on the Netherlands when they play in the world cup.

He really enjoyed teaching me about his culture. He said that the Dutch are a very friendly
and welcoming people®’?. They can make friends anywhere they go. He said he thinks it’s

important to be kind to everyone you meet, whether they’re friendly to you or not.

To be honest, | was surprised that David was so open with me right away. On the first day
we met, he told me all about his family and what was going on in his personal life. I’m not quite

sure if that’s a Dutch thing or just a David thing®’3, to be honest. But | found it very refreshing®’.

Plus, David is a really kind and considerate person. His upbringing®” has made him a
very welcoming person. If he’s in a group and notices that someone is quiet, he’ll make sure to
include them in the conversation®’®. I think he’s a really great guy. He definitely does a good job

of representing Holland.
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Describe a person who is fashionable

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

Who he/she is
What job he/she does

8
i
il

What kind of dresses he/she wears

And explain why he/she likes fashion

48. B AL

Well, the first person that comes to mind is an internet celebrity®”” who is an elderly lady.

She’s in her sixties, but she’s into all kinds of fashions. So she is always stylish.

When she was younger, she was actually an actress. It makes sense that*’® she was really
involved in the world of fashion®”®. Even though she has retired from the film industry, she runs
a TikTok account®®° that shows off her style from day to day. I’ve never seen any elderly person

who is so stylish. So | followed her account right away.

Anyway, she always dresses very creatively. She can turn anything into a striking®? outfit,

382

like matching a simple blouse with a pair of glittery pants*®<, or wearing a slim suit in bright

yellow. | also saw a video of her showing herself off in a real fur pink coat and green baggy

383

pants=*®, which made her look like a hip-hop singer.

I think some people might be especially surprised to see an older woman dressing in such
unique styles. Usually it’s just young people who have really weird outfits. But she’s still
gorgeous and she knows how to make herself stand out. Her clothes are a little too funky®®* for
me to wear, but | really admire her style. I’m a big fan of her personality as well. Life is too
short to dress in a way you don’t like. I hope I can still be myself the way she does when I’m at

her age.
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Describe a person who loves to grow plants

You should say: v
- ll- 4

Who the person is }E IEE:
What he or she grows I-!—I. I-!j. IE-I
H'EIE 58

Where he or she keeps the plants

And explain how you feel about this

49. EXRFHEMIIN

I’m going to talk about my friend Sarah. She has such a green thumb®. She loves to take
care of plants and watch them grow. If memory serves correctly, | first met Sarah in university.
She quickly told me all about her love of plants. She even showed me pictures of all the plants
she owned. She must have shown me at least a dozen pictures of plants of all shapes and sizes. |

was pretty impressed by her knack for growing plants.

She really likes to grow herbs®® that she can use in cooking. For example, she has a planter
full of basil, rosemary, and thyme®”’. She uses them to make all kinds of dishes. I’ve tried some

of her cooking, and I can say that the fresh, homegrown ingredients make a world of difference®.

She only has a small apartment, but it’s filled to the brim with plants®®°. She has a few tall

plants by the window, and then even more on her balcony.

| think Sarah’s love of plants is really admirable. A lot of people dislike plants because
they take a lot of patience and diligence to take care of. You have to care for them every day.
And you don’t get to see the results right away. Some people get bored and throw out®® their
plants before they’ve even bloomed®®*. But Sarah is very patient and takes great care of her plants.

I really respect that about her.
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Describe a person who inspired you to do something interesting

You should say: A

-4
4

=
;

Who he/she is

How you knew him/her

8
i
il

What interesting thing you did

And explain how he/she inspired you to do something interesting.

50. BUMAR S BEFRIA

I’m going to talk about my friend David. He talked me into3%? trying indoor rock-
climbing®®, which was truly an interesting and life-changing®* experience for me. If memory
serves correctly, | met David in our first year of university. We had a couple classes together and
became friends pretty quickly. David is a really friendly and outgoing person. He always pushed

me outside my comfort zone3%,

Recently, David got into®*® indoor rock-climbing. He said it was an amazing activity and
that everyone should try it at least once in their lives. However, I’m terrified of heights. So I told
him that rock-climbing didn’t sound like my cup of tea®*’. But David wouldn’t give up. He told
me that he used to be afraid of heights too, but he didn’t want his fear to stop him from trying

new things. He said that sometimes, we need to overcome our fear because it helps us grow.

What he said really stuck with me®®. | was especially surprised to know that David was
afraid of heights, since he seems so fearless. With his inspiring words in my mind, | decided to
try it out. | went with him to a rock-climbing centre and we each climbed up a steep wall®®°. It

freaked me out at first, but once | made it to the top, | was amazed at myself4®.

| feel really grateful to David for pushing me to try something new. The experience was
definitely worth it, and I feel more confident in myself now.
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Describe a friend from your childhood

You should say: v
- ll- 4

Who he/she is; }E IEE:
Where you met each other; I-!—I. I-!j. IE-I
K'ETE 58

What you often did together;

And explain what made you like him/her.

51. EEDfE
Well, | don’t have too many childhood friends that | remember well, but off the top of my
head, the first one | can think of is Penny. It feels like she’s someone I’ve known for my whole

life.

Penny and | have been close friends ever since we were young. | first met her when she
moved into the apartment building that I lived in. In fact, she was living in the apartment right
across from** mine. If memory serves correctly, | was about six or seven at the time. At my
parents’ suggestion, I invited her over to our apartment so that she could get to know us and feel
more at home*®? in her new neighborhood. We hit it off*® right away, since our personalities
were pretty similar. They** still are, believe it or not. Our parents used to say we were like two

peas in a pod“®,

Since both Penny and | really loved biking, we would often go for bike rides around the
neighborhood. I remember when we got older, we often rode our bikes home together after
school. Right now, she’s studying accounting at a famous university, but during holidays we still
have a get-together“® and chat a lot with each other. Actually | have so many amazing memories
with Penny; she had my back*’’ through all the ups and downs of life*%®. She’s definitely made
her mark on“®® me.
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