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* Fluency and Coherence
* Lexical resource
* Grammatical range and accuracy

* Pronunciation
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* better coherence— better fluency
* better coherence—better vocabulary and grammar
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 Which do you think are more important, practical skills or academic skills?

— That definitely depends on what someone does, what someone’s occupation or profession
is.

— If there’s someone that works in academia ... for example, a university professor or a
high school teacher ... then they definitely have to focus more on academic skills, right?

—In my case, I’'m an English teacher and what I have to do is focus on vocabulary,
grammar, pronunciation, communication skills and so on, which are undoubtedly
academic skills ... whereas if you are a taxi driver, then your main focus is driving, which
is a practical skill.
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* How can people improve their memory?

* Haha, this is a hard question for me, cuz I’m someone that is
really forgetful ...

* But um ... I do believe there are many ways we can improve our
memory, -

* - and one of them, from what I’ve heard, is learning a foreign
language.

* I guess the reason is that while trying to learn a language, there’s
so much memorizing to do, and naturally, with this kind of
practice, our memory gets better and better.
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* For example, you need to have a relatively large English vocabulary in
order to speak the language fluently ...

* ... individual words, phrasal verbs, idioms and so on.

* With this kind of practice of the brain, we can definitely be smarter and
less forgetful.
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e Should schools be responsible for teaching students how to
cooperate?

* Yeah, I think so.

* Cooperation is really important in this day and age and so
schools, where youn(g;l people are educated, should bear the
responsibility of teaching cooperation.

* For instance, there should be more projects at school which can
only be accomplished by students working together.
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* Like, students should do research on an empire together.

* Um, one kid tries to find information about how Britain got
strong, another one is responsible for information about how it
went around the world, colonizing different countries, and so on.

* Schools in the past didn’t really emphasize the importance of this.

They only focused on exam preparation, which was good, but not
enough. I think they have to step up and do a lot more.
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1. Ask the examiner to repeat or clarify the question
2. First reaction+why

3. Focus on what you know
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* 1. Ask the examiner to repeat or clarify the question

* Sorry, could you say it again?

* I’m sorry, would you please repeat the question?

* What do you mean by ...?

* I’m not sure what ... means. Could you explain it please?
* I’m trying to get it right. Are you asking me ...?
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2. First reaction+why

o That’s a tough/tricky/difficult question.

* That’s an interesting question.

* I’m not sure about this.

* I don’t know much about this.

* I’ve never thought about it before.

* Oh, I have thought about it before.

* I don’t think it’s a big problem at all.

* I’m not sure if I agree with you.

* I don’t suppose they should take a gap year after high school.
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* Why do young people like studying in a cafée instead of at
home?

* How can you tell whether a website is reliable or not?
* Do women smile more than men?
* What are disadvantages of living in the same place?
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3. Focus on what you know
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* as for.../in terms of .../when it comes to ...

what I can think of right now is/are ...

one ... that comes to mind is ...

a few things I can think of now are ...

* ... Is something that .../a time when ...
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* What's the difference between the things valued by people
in the past and those valued today?

* What do you think of people who work in international
companies?

* How can people develop their national identity?
* Why do some people get lost more easily than others?
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