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Part 1 Part 3

 1.  2.  3. ①-④

4. 5. ①-④

1.

why the use of linking words (for reasons). 

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…)

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 
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• As informal

        As I just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal
 I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+ part3
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that… 

Linking words (for results) 

• So
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore
I think I've stayed too long; therefore, I'm leaving in the morning.

• Consequently part3

• As a result, part3

- Do you like singing? Why? p1 singing
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I love singing and humming  even though I sing out of tune sometimes. My mom says that I can’t 

carry a note in a bucket, but still I enjoy singing. Singing cheers me up, keeps me calm, and just helps me 

unwind. I even sing while taking a shower! ,  

My mom says that…/My mom calls me… 

My friends all say that…/My friends call me… 

Yeh I enjoy singing a lot. All my friends say that I’m a good singer, and one friend even says that I have the 

voice of an angel. I don’t know if my voice is really that beautiful and soaring, but I definitely love singing to my 

friends, my family and sometimes even just myself. I think it runs in the family , as my mom is also a 

great singer.  

No, never. I’m a terrible singer. I can’t carry a note in a bucket! My singing voice is raspy , annoying 

and awful. So, you don’t want to hear me sing. I think a cat can sing better than me . I’m 

good at whistling  though.  

A cat can sing better than me! 

My dog can draw better than me! 

A five-year-old can do math better than me! 

 
-  Did you often eat snacks when you were young? (p1 snacks) 

Yeh I was all the time hungry, so I snacked a lot. But my parents never prepared snacks for me, so I bought 

snacks myself. I ate a lot of unhealthy snacks/junk snacks. I remember I ate a lot of puffs, like Cheeto puffs, corn 

puffs , a lot of them. I didn’t have the concept of having a healthy diet at all.  
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Yeh, every day, in the afternoon, my parents would give me some snack food to eat. I ate a lot of dairy 

products  when I was little, for example, cheese, yogurt, and milk and cereal . My parents 

were very mindful about my diet. They wanted to give me as much protein and calcium +  as possible 

so that I could grow taller and bigger.  

No, not really. My parents didn’t want to spoil my appetite for the real meal  . So, they 

almost never gave me snacks. I remember I was all the time starving. Being hungry was a major part of my 

childhood memory.  

 

 

2.   

①  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading. However, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

Many people believe that the legal age to buy alcohol should be lowered; however, the same number of 
people are against the idea. 

• Nevertheless however   

• That said/Having said that informal  
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 
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- Do you think we should use plastic products? p3 p2  

No, everybody knows that plastics  are very pollutive to the environment. We should try to reduce 

plastic use/consumption . Today, all the seas are filled with marine debris

, mainly plastics, and all the landfills are running out of space . 

That’s why people are trying to use recyclable and reusable products more, and consume fewer plastic 
products. But I have to say, it’s very hard to stop using plastics completely, as most of the product packaging 

wrappers  are still plastic. There’s a long way to go . +  

- Is being patient good for people? Why? p3 p2  

100% yes! Patience is virtue. Just like that old saying , Rome wasn’t built in one day. If you want to 

have or build something great, chances are  you need to be patient and wait. You need to take 

your time, work on it, and make the decision later. Rushing your decision makes you more likely to end up with 

short-sighted solutions and unsatisfying outcomes

. However, that being said, over-waiting , being over-patient , could also be a 

problem. If you don’t make the right decision at the right moment, if you keep waiting and waiting, that’s called 

being indecisive . You might end up missing out on good opportunities

.  

- Do you think grammar is important when learning foreign languages? p3 p2

 

I think so, especially if you are an adult student . I mean, grammar is the foundation when you want 

to structure a sentence correctly . Without knowing the proper grammar , the 

sentence you’re saying might sound wrong and funny , and in a worst case/scenario
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, incomprehensible/ not understandable . However, this doesn’t mean that you should over-focus 

on grammar . Because that will put you under a lot of pressure. Sometimes, trying to be perfect 

will frustrate you so much to the point that you won’t be able to open your mouth

. After all , the purpose of learning grammar is to be able to use a language, not to get 

intimidated  by it. Just think about kids, they speak a language without knowing any grammar. 

Sometimes they say it right, and sometimes they say it wrong. It doesn’t matter. What’s more important is to be 

able to communicate. + + +  

 

②  

• and also, /and plus,/ on top of that,/ besides,/ in addition,/ additionally,+  

•  I mean, you know,  

• Moreover, /furthermore,/ what’s more…/ what else … part3 
- Did you take public transportation when you were a kid?                 

All the time! It was very common for kids to take the bus to school. There was always more frequency in the 

morning and after school, so we would all wait together and get on the same bus. That was a lot of fun. And 

plus, there was a subsidized bus pass subsidized  pass  for kids. So, it made 

sense  for me to take the bus. +  

My parents were too busy to drive me to school; they didn’t own a car. 

Almost never/No, not usually. My parents didn’t let me travel alone on public transportation until I was older. 

Instead, I carpooled to school  with some other students. /My parents drove me to school every day. But 

when they took me on a trip during holiday, we used to take a train or a flight. 
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I lived close to school. So I walked to school every day. 

 

- Is it interesting to be a foreign language teacher? Why? (p3 p2 ) 
I like the idea, yes. It sounds cool. Being a foreign language teacher means that you are very fluent in another 
language, and you can share your knowledge and skills with your students. That definitely can bring you a 

strong sense of achievement . And, on top of that, you will have more opportunities to work in 

another country, and make friends with people from other countries. This kind of experiences are priceless

/You can’t put a price on this kind of experiences.  

 

③  especially  

- What snacks do you like to eat (p1 snacks) 

I love a sweet treat , so, chocolate chips cookies, brownies, muffins and chocolate are my kind of 

snacks . Especially chocolate chip cookies, they’re my all-time favourite . 

Whenever there’re chocolate chip cookies in my house, I always finish them too soon . It’s really bad

, I know, but I can’t help it .  

3.  

① WH  

WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  
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WH +WH P1

 

- Do you write a lot? (p1 writing) 
Hmmm, not a lot. But I write every day. Every night, before bed, I will lock myself in my own bedroom, and write 

a journal . It’s like a diary, but I don’t focus too much on how I feel. I just write down things happened 

during the day, and lessons learned . WH  

 

- What do you usually do in the morning? 
I usually have a nice breakfast with my family. We are the kind of people who must have a nice breakfast every 

day to go about our day. And then, I’ll go to the gym with my gym buddy  Jessica/Mike. We spend 2 

hours there, training  and later stretching . My mornings are pretty chill and slow-paced. I start 

working in the afternoon. (WH ) 

- When do you usually eat snacks now? p1 snacks  

Normally between two meals , whenever I take a break. For example, in the morning, around 11am, I 

always have a coffee break with my coworkers/ classmates, we will go for a coffee, and I’ll grab something to 

eat, usually it’s a bag of chips or a small muffin. WH  

 

WH WH  

WHEN do you go to the park? WHAT is your favorite type of music? HOW MUCH time do you spend outdoors 
every week? 
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② . . 

 

- Have you ever seen some old buildings in the city?(p1 old buildings) 

Yeh, definitely! My city is a historical city . Therefore, there’re quite a few antique buildings. We 

have ancient Chinese buildings like pagodas and towers in the old town area, and we also have some colonial 

buildings near the beach. I really enjoy the diversity in architecture here in my city.  

Yeh I have. Since my city has a colonial history, there’re some colonial buildings in the city. I always enjoy 

seeing the facade of those buildings as they’re very different from traditional Chinese architecture. They’re 

well-built, symmetrical  and ornate , very eye-catching .  

You might be surprised to know this, but there is a gothic church  in my city. It was built in the 13th 

century. I used to love seeing that church. I loved seeing the large stained-glass windows , the tall 

and pointed arches and the ornate decoration. It’s so different from other buildings I can 

see in the city.  

 

③  

- What was the most boring thing you did when you were young? 
Uhmmm, I remember, one time, my parents took me to a science lecture when I was around 10. That lecture 

almost killed me . It went on FOREVER and EVER . And for me, at 

that age, it was as dull as dishwater. At some point, I believe I fell asleep while listening to it. This experience 

was traumatic , that’s why I can easily remember it now.  
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a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you try any…?  

b.  

 

④   

 

“for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “let’s say…”,  “say…”, “an example would be…” , “to give 

you an example…”  

- Is technology important in your life? p1 technology  

I could live without technology. I’m a person who can live off the grid

. For instance, I’ve cut off social media for years. I have a dumbphone  to make 

phone calls, and that’s it. And I don’t even own a car. I prefer walking to places. So, no. I’d say technology 

doesn’t mean a lot to me.  

 I’ve come to the realization that we’re better off with technology , but we shouldn’t feel 

dependent on it. It’s a tool that has to be used like any other tool: in the right way. That’s why I frequently do 

digital detoxes  to unplug  and reconnect with 

myself . So, yeh, it’s important to me but my life isn’t completely dependent on it. For example, 

I use a navigation app when I go to places, but I still have map-reading skills when I don’t have my phone with 

me.  

4.  
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No  
“I wish I could…, but” 
 
- Is there any technology you want to buy? 

Yeh, I wish I could have an electric car. Even though I don’t have the budget for it yet. But one can dream

, right? I’m trying to save up, little by little. And it would be the coolest thing to own an electric car 

one day. It would help save money in my pocket, as well as take care of the environment.  

- Do you do some cooking/help your family cook at home now?  (p1 housework and cooking)                        
I wish I could, but I don’t help my family when it comes to cooking. I live in another city/ I’m too busy with work. 

I even order takeaway (or takeout) or delivery during the week for myself. One day, I might 

move back to my city/ when I have more time on hands, I would help my parents cook at home.  

 

5. P3  

 

 

• P3

 

• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 
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30-40s  
 

 VS  

 

- How do you define success? p3 p2  
That’s a good question, and also a very philosophical one. Uhmmm, many people would say that success is 

being wealthy, famous and powerful. But I see this word in a broader sense . The way I see it, a 

successful person is someone who knows who they are, and what they want, and be happy with themselves. 
They can live the life in a way they desire. That’s the best life. Let me give you an example, if a guy’s dream is to 

be a surfer . And if he manages to stand on his own feet  without any help, and he can surf 

every day, then good for him ! He’s a successful person according to my definition. 

 

- Do you think some children are well-behaved because they are influenced by their parents? (p3 p2

) 

 Many people would say that children’s behaviour is heavily influenced by their family. Family education is key

. But I don’t see it that way. An example would be, if you look at families with more than one 

kid, all the siblings  can be very different in terms of personality, manner and behaviour. They’re 

supposed to grow up in the exactly same environment, and yet they can be completely different. Take my 
family for example, my aunt has two kids, my older cousin is a very respectful, polite and calm person, and my 

younger cousin is the opposite. She is reckless , rude and impatient. From my cousins, I realize that a 

person’s personality and behaviour is mainly genetic, and partially influenced by parents.  
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This is a typical nature or nurture question . I would go for  nurture. 

Parents are children’s role models. Children look up to  their parents, and would copy everything 

they do. They want to please  their parents so much. Parents who pay a lot of attention to children’s 

education will shape their manners and behaviour, and raise  more wholesome children.  

- Are bosses more popular than employees? p3  

① It seems to me that/I’m under the impression that  bosses are always so popular at work, 

much more than their employees. For example, when they show up at work, people can’t wait to say hi 

to them. Everybody is smiling from ear to ear . But is this the truth? I doubt it. There’s a 

lot of power relation  involved. People naturally want to please the boss, and that’s why they show a 

lot of friendliness. And also, there’s peer pressure . If everybody is being super nice and friendly to 

the boss, you feel like you have to do the same thing.  

② Uhmm, it depends on the individual, right? I mean, some bosses are friendly and humble , they 

listen to their people, and some bosses are self-centred  and disrespectful to people, basically, 

jerks . Those good bosses are usually very popular at work, I don’t know if they are MORE popular than 

their employees, but definitely very loved and appreciated at work.  

 

-   

Many people would say that… and I totally agree… 

Many people would do… and I agree on that. 
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Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s not 
always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an empathetic tone) 

I think/reckon…; I believe…; I guess/suppose…;  the way I see it, …; in my view, …; I’m of the opinion that…; from 
my point of view, …; from my perspective, …; to my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj.; Here’s my two cents; 
in my humble opinion, here’s an unpopular opinion… 

 

 + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

- Is it necessary for adults to learn new things? (p3 p2 ) 
Definitely yes! Adults, no matter what age we are, should never give up on learning new things and advancing 

ourselves . I see some people completely stop trying to learn more and become better. They think 

learning is for kids, and they’ve learned enough at school. And plus, their main jobs are working, making a 

living and taking care of their families. But I really don’t like this mentality . Learning new things makes 

a person happier and feel fulfilled. Having more skills can increase a person’s job prospects, and help a person 
stand out from the job market. And on top of that, it’s a wonderful spirit that can impact their kids. Inspire them 

to never stop learning and improving. Adults should set good examples for the next generation.  

- Do you think there are more beautiful things now than the past? p3 p2  

I find things in the past more beautiful and elegant. Like, vintage clothing, vintage furniture, even vintage 
cars. I know some people will say that things nowadays are new and shiny. But I think things from the past 
have a certain quality that you can’t find in most objects today. In a way, you could say my tastes are a bit old-

fashioned.  
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Definitely! I consider myself very modern, which is why I’m always drawn to  things and products 
of today. For example, you wouldn’t catch me in a second-hand shop looking for vintage clothing. I prefer to 
buy trendy clothes that are currently in style. There’re endless eye-catching and mind-blowing things today 

that can always catch my eye .  

③  

(a)    (P1 ) 

(b)  

In the past, back in the (old) days, prior to this, when I was little/a kid, many years ago, 50 years ago…, 

I/we/people used to…..  

Nowadays, today, these days, and now, at present, … 

- Are there any differences between how Chinese name their children now and in the past? p1 names  

I think so. In the past, in China, we had a very serious “naming culture” . Parents used to go 

to a fortune teller  and ask for their advice on naming their children. For example, we have Wu Xing

, also known as the “five movements”/”five elements” in China. If the fortune teller tells you that your 

child’s destiny lacks either of these five elements, you might want to add it to your child’s name. But nowadays, 

parents are more easy-going. Many of them just go through the dictionary and pick out the name they like. 

 

- How does technology help people tell stories? p3 p2  
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Storytelling

storytelling storytelling social media storytelling  

The way I see it, due to the use of technologies, such as the camera, the internet and social media, the way we 

tell stories has shifted to a more all-encompassing/all-inclusive  experience. 

Thousands of years ago, humans used to tell stories through cave drawings , then it shifted to 

printed books , later on radio and TV. And these days, digital storytelling  is the most 

popular form among people. Social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook and Instagram have grown in 

popularity . Users get to express their ideas and tell their stories on the internet with everyone. In 

the past, only famous writers, radio hosts, TV producers and movie producers could tell the story, whereas 

nowadays everyone can tell their own version of story in a public manner .  

 

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 

I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

- Do you think technology will harm children’s ability to concentrate? (p3 ) 

I think technology has already decreased the concentration of kids. Especially with the access to TikTok or 
Instagram short videos, everybody wants access to quick and fast information, especially for children, as their 
attention span is even shorter than adults’. If the video did not catch their eye in the first 7 seconds, they would 
probably get bored and skip to the next one. So, yeh, in the future, technology will continue bringing a negative 
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impact on children’s concentration. And that’s why we need to help children use the internet wisely. (

 

 

④  

 

I feel torn (tear v.)./ I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now… 

On one hand,…; on the other hand,… 

Yes and no. Yes, …..and NO, …. 

- Are those people who like dangerous activities more likely to be successful? p3 p2

 

Yes and no. Yes, people who like extreme sports and dangerous activities are more risk tolerant

. They are not afraid of taking risks. And when you look at successful people in life, many of them are very 

brave. They are like daredevils, and make big decisions with full confidence. No, sometimes taking too many 

risks all the time is a sign of irrationality . The thing is, we need to take calculated risks , 

instead of making emotional and intuitive decisions . For example, if you don’t have any 

experience in scuba diving, and the first time you dive, you choose to go really deep and dive alone, that’s not 

called brave, that’s called stupid. +  

 

 


