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Day2 

  

  Part 1 Part 3   

 1.  2.  3. ①-④  

 4.  5.  ①-④    

   

1.  

why the use of linking words (for reasons).  

“because” 

• filler words  I mean, uhmmm, you know… 
I like pink. I mean, it’s a very dreamy, bubbly, soft and girly colour. 

• Because  
(Simply because, mainly because, partially because…) 

The show was canceled because it was pouring. 

         The show was canceled because of the rain. 

• Since because informal

 
Since I’m standing right next to the sink, let me get you some water. 

         I have to go to bed at 10pm since I’m having an exam tomorrow morning. 
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• As informal

 
        I didn’t go to the gym today, as I had a lot of homework to do. 

        As I just moved to Spain, I’m learning Spanish now. 

•  For informal  
        I was tired after my journey, for I had been forced to bike 20 miles. 

• Due to +  /due to the fact that+  part3  
        There’s a lot of traffic today due to the upcoming holiday. 

        Many people are still unemployed due to the fact that the economic recovery has been slower than 
anticipated. 

• The reason is that… part3 

• The reason why…. is that… 
 

Linking words (for results) 

• So  
         We were hungry, so we stopped at a cafe for a snack. 

• Therefore  
I think I've stayed too long; therefore, I'm leaving in the morning. 

• Consequently part3  
I spent most of my money in the first week and consequently had very little to eat by the end of the 
holiday. 

• As a result, part3  
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Jackson misbehaved with his boss; as a result, he lost the job. 

 
why P1

 “ ” because + +  
 

- Are you interested in watching TV advertisements or internet advertisements? (p1 ads)  
① I’m quite old-fashioned. I would go with/for TV commercials. Today online ads are too 

much/overwhelming, different forms, different styles, I can’t keep up with them .  

② Neither! My world is flooded with all kinds of advertisements. I can’t find one moment of peace. Each time 

when I scroll on my phone, or turn on TV, I feel that I’m drowning in ads. I hate them!  

I feel that online marketing is more diverse  than traditional TV commercials. TV commercials are 

too straightforward and annoying, and sometimes even intrusive . And online ads can 

be more subtle . Some are celebrity endorsement, some are product placement, some online ads can 

be quite creative and entertaining. So I would say, I like internet advertisements more.  

 

- What kinds of TV programs do you often watch? (p1 TV program) 

① I love comedies because they’re very cheerful and light-hearted , you know, I just want to 
fully relax and not think about anything when I come home from work. I also like documentaries, but sometimes 

they are just too heavy . ( ) 

help me unwind, wind down, blow off the steam,  
Take my mind off things; I can put my feet up/ let my hair down when I… 

② I’m a big TV series fan. A good story can really get me hooked . I feel that(like) my brain 
releases a lot of dopamine when I’m binge-watching a new series. It helps me step out of myself and forget about 
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my daily worries, and immerse myself in the world of drama.  

episode  season  
I feel that(like) my brain releases a lot of dopamine when I’m…... It helps me step out of myself and forget about 
my daily worries, and immerse myself in the world of ……. 
 

2.   

①  

• But   

• However, part3;  
I don’t like reading. However, I did enjoy reading the Harry Potter books. 

Many people believe that the legal age to buy alcohol should be lowered; however, the same number of 
people are against the idea. 

• Nevertheless however   

• That said/Having said that informal  
      Their work has been very good. Having said that/that said, I still think there’s room for improvement. 

He was 93 years old, so it was the natural way of things. Having said that, it’s still a shock when it actually 
happens, when your parent dies. 

 

- Is it important to have the same hobbies and interests when making friends? P3  
Well, having things in common, sharing the same interests, is one of the major reasons that connects people 
together. That means, you have more things to talk about when you hang out, and the chance of you 
understanding each other is much higher (than other people who don’t like what you like). And plus, you can 
do things together. So, I would say, yes, it is important. However, that said, two people with different hobbies, 
interests and ideas can still build a friendship as long as they can respect each other and inspire each other. For 
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example, I have a good friend of mine. We have completely different personalities, but we can learn a lot from 

each other. We have mutual admiration. Therefore, we’ve been friends for years.  

- Should parents always encourage their children? (p3 ) 
Having said that parents should encourage their children all the time, however, over-encouragement could be a 
problem. That’s why I said, parents should encourage children whenever THEY NEED the support, and with the 

right amount of  support. Too much support and too many compliments might boost children’s the 

self-esteem so much to the point that they become ego-centric

. Kids who grow up with too much inflated encouragement  could be really 

ignorant and fragile  at the same time.  

 

- Does everything need to be well prepared? (p3 ) 
Not everything, but most things, I would say. There’s nothing to feel embarrassed about making plans or 
preparing for things. It doesn’t make you a less cool person. It helps you succeed more often. And I really think 
that’s a good quality that people should have. To be respectful to yourself and to life. However, over-preparing 
can be a problem if people pay too much attention to the prep work and trying to control every step of 
everything, then it’s too much pressure and too overwhelming. I would say, prepare and then have fun. And 
from time to time, stop planning. Just improvise and go with the flow, and then see where the wind blows. A 

person shouldn’t be too carefree, but he/she shouldn’t be too up-tight and serious either.  

- Do you think people should be honest when talking with friends? p3  
That’s a good question! I want to be the most honest when I’m with my friends. I think people should try to be 

honest when talking to friends. This also includes calling them out  when they’re making mistakes 

without feeling afraid of losing them. True friends should be able to correct each other, keep each other’s heads 

on straight . That being said, I don’t think people should be radically honest . Because 
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sometimes we need to tell a little white lie in order to protect our friends’ feelings. For 

example. If your friend is sick, and asks you how they look, instead of saying “Oh you look terrible”, you should 

say “You look good!” to encourage them.  

 

 

②  

• and also, /and plus,/ on top of that,/ besides,/ in addition,/ additionally,+  

•  I mean, you know,  

• Moreover, /furthermore, … part3 
- Do you like to watch live sports games? 

I don’t care too much for it. I mean, it’s not that I don’t like it. I think it’s very cool to watch a game live. But it’s 
just not my thing. I’m not a sports fan, and plus, the tickets are normally very pricy for me. I will save up my 

money for a live concert rather than a live sports game.  

- Do people have time for themselves nowadays? p3  

I don’t know the answer, to be honest with you, but I do know that people should try to spend more time with 
themselves, do things that feed their souls. I’m saying this because the current rate of depression is higher than 
ever. And one of the reasons behind this is how competitive the society is, people are anxious and stressed out. 

Some of them even feel guilty when taking some “me time”. Moreover, the excessive internet usage

 is another major reason why people don’t have time for themselves. If you think about it, when you go on 

your phone and browse around aimlessly, you’re by yourself but you are not with yourself

. You’re passively receiving information from the outside world without actively 

thinking and reflecting. You’re not nurturing your mind and your soul . So, after all, you feel 
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drained  and tired, and you don’t feel satisfied at all. In order to have inner peace, you need to spend 

more time, reading books, writing a journal, meditating, listening to music, listening to yourself.  

 

③  especially  

- What kinds of TV programs do you often watch? p1 TV program  
I like so many things, travel shows, news shows, and documentaries. Especially documentaries, I love historical 
documentaries, crime documentaries, and psychology documentaries. There’s something about documentaries 

that can really take my mind off things and help me unwind.  

Crime documentary: very intense and suspenseful, sometimes even spooky/scary. They’re very exciting and 
highly entertaining.  

 

3.  

① WH  

WH  P1+P2  

WHAT/WHO/WHEN/WHERE/WHY/HOW=WH  

WH +WH P1

 

- Do you often read books, and when? 
Oh yeh, I’m very into reading. Every day, when I come home, I’ll read some books in the living room, put my feet 
up, and unwind. I also really enjoy reading before bed. Reading really takes my mind off things. My dream is to 

have a home library so that I can indulge myself in the ocean of books every day. WH  
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WH WH  

WHEN do you go to the park? WHAT is your favorite type of music? HOW MUCH time do you spend outdoors 
every week? 

 

② . . 

- Have you ever seen some old buildings in the city? 

Yeh, definitely! My city is a historical city . Therefore, there’re quite a few antique buildings. We 

have ancient Chinese buildings like pagodas and towers in the old town area, and we also have some colonial 

buildings near the beach. I really enjoy the diversity in architecture here in my city.  

Yeh I have. Since my city has a colonial history, there’re some colonial buildings in the city. I always enjoy 

seeing the facade of those buildings as they’re very different from traditional Chinese architecture. They’re 

well-built, symmetrical  and ornate , very eye-catching .  

You might be surprised to know this, but there is a gothic church  in my city. It was built in the 13th 

century. I used to love seeing that church. I loved seeing the large stained-glass windows , the tall 

and pointed arches and the ornate decoration. It’s so different from other buildings I can 

see in the city.  

I’m living in a newly built town. The oldest building in my town is probably only 30 years old, definitely not old 

enough to be called old buildings. But I’ve seen plenty of old buildings in other places. I find them fascinating. 
Sometimes when I look at the old stones in the wall, I feel that I can see history talking to me through those 

stones. It’s pretty amazing.  
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③  

- What was the most boring thing you did when you were young? 
Uhmmm, I remember, one time, my parents took me to a science lecture when I was around 10. That lecture 

almost killed me . It went on FOREVER and EVER . And for me, at 

that age, it was as dull as dishwater. At some point, I believe I fell asleep while listening to it. This experience 

was traumatic , that’s why I can easily remember it now.  

 

a. “ ”  Have you ever…? Did you try any…?  

b.  

 

④   

 

“for example”, “for instance”, such as”+noun., “like…”, “let’s say…”,  “say…”, “an example would be…” , “to give 

you an example…”  

- What kinds of things are boring to you? 

① Anything that makes me feel stuck in the middle  can bore me to tears. Like, being stuck in 

traffic, waiting in line , very slow internet connections , waiting for my dental appointment

, waiting for a phone call, things like this make me insane /make me lose my mind. Because 

it’s boring, it’s slow, and there’s nothing I can do about it . It’s not up to me .  
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② I feel that boring things are not objective but subjective . Nothing is 

boring unless you’re not into it . For example, for me, I hate math. So, solving 
a math problem is the most boring thing. But it could so fun for a math lover. And, other things like, politics, 

finance, physics, they are all very tedious to me.  
 

4.  

No  
- Do you like drawing? (p1 art) 

I’ve always loved drawing and sketching things. But sadly, I’ve been too busy to keep/enjoy this hobby. I 
haven’t done it in ages. One day, when I have more time on my hands, I would draw more often for sure. There’s 

something special about drawing that can really lift my mood, and cheer me up.  

 

5. P3  

 

 

• P3

 

• “ ”  

•  

+ +  

• 

30-40s  
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 VS  

 

- Are bosses more popular than employees? p3  

① It seems to me that/I’m under the impression that  bosses are always so popular at work, 

much more than their employees. For example, when they show up at work, people can’t wait to say hi 

to them. Everybody is smiling from ear to ear . But is this the truth? I doubt it. There’s a 

lot of power relation  involved. People naturally want to please the boss, and that’s why they show a 

lot of friendliness. And also, there’s peer pressure . If everybody is being super nice and friendly to 

the boss, you feel like you have to do the same thing.  

② Uhmm, it depends on the individual, right? I mean, some bosses are friendly and humble , they 

listen to their people, and some bosses are self-centred  and disrespectful to people, basically, 

jerks . Those good bosses are usually very popular at work, I don’t know if they are MORE popular than 

their employees, but definitely very loved and appreciated at work.  

 

- Do you think younger people should be lower-paid than older people? (p3 ) 
I don’t think so, though this is the reality in many workplaces. Employers always assume older people have 
more work experience, they know more and know better. Therefore, their contribution at work is bigger than 
younger people. They deserve higher salaries. But this is not necessarily true. Many young employees can be 

really talented, and they’re willing to learn, to adapt . They don’t mind to do the dirty work

. They can do big and small things at the same time, productive and efficient. Their contribution 
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to their employers could be huge. If people like this are still paid less than older people just because of the age, 

then they will be seriously discouraged at work, and end up losing motivation. +  

  

Many people would say that… and I totally agree… 

Many people would do… and I agree on that. 

Many people would say that… but I don’t see it that way/ but it’s not necessarily true/ But that’s not 
always the case/ but I don’t really agree on that/ but I don’t think so/ but I disagree (using an empathetic tone) 

I think/reckon…; I believe…; I guess/suppose…;  the way I see it, …; in my view, …; I’m of the opinion that…; from 
my point of view, …; from my perspective, …; to my mind…; I would say that…; I find…+adj.; Here’s my two cents; 
in my humble opinion,… 

 

 + + ①  

  

to make your argument invincible. 

- Do you think tradition is important for a country? (p3 ) 
Absolutely 100% yes. Like I said, tradition tells us who we are. It teaches us about our self-identity. It is the 

culture that passes from generation to generation . Without tradition, we don’t have 

our root . Some people nowadays only care about modern culture, pop culture. They don’t care too much 

about tradition anymore. But guess what, tradition will disappear if it’s not well protected

. And once it’s gone, it’s gone forever . It won’t come 
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back/there’s no way back. How can you let your root just disappear like that

?  

1, part3  

③  

(a)    (P1 ) 

(b)  

- Do you think people are familiar with their neighbours? p3  

Frankly speaking, nowadays, I don’t think so…I mean, our social circles  are getting smaller and 

smaller. We are more living in our own small bubble .  So, often times, we just stop trying

. Not like in the good old days  when people used to have a much closer 

relationship with their neighbours. People would help each other out, almost like families. 

(And the reasons could be, A, people are so busy today, and B, people move to new places all the time, so it’s 

very hard to settle down and have a life-long neighbour  anymore, and there’re more 

reasons behind it that I can’t figure out now. But I’m sure there’re more to it ).  

 

(c)  

From what I can see now…it’s already happening. 

That’s the trend we’re facing now. 
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I’m pretty confident to say that,… it will continue. 

I don’t see why the trend won’t continue in the future. 

- Do you think technology will harm children’s ability to concentrate? (p3 ) 

I think technology has already decreased the concentration of kids. Especially with the access to TikTok or 
Instagram short videos, everybody wants access to quick and fast information, especially for children, as their 
attention span is even shorter than adults’. If the video did not catch their eye in the first 7 seconds, they would 
probably get bored and skip to the next one. So, yeh, in the future, technology will continue bringing a negative 

impact on children’s concentration. And that’s why we need to help children use the internet wisely. (

 

 

④  

 

I feel torn (tear v.)./ I’m in two minds./ My mind is conflicted./ It’s really hard to say./ I’m having a hard time 
drawing the conclusion./ I’m really sitting on the fence right now… 

On one hand,…; on the other hand,… 

Yes and no. Yes, …..and NO, …. 

- Is it good to work with family members? Why? p3  
Yes and no. Yes, it always feels very safe and comfortable to work with your family. You know that you can trust 
your coworkers, they always think for your own good. No, when family members are involved, sometimes you 
might end up losing boundaries. You might feel not treated with full respect, and also, you don’t know exactly 
what your role is. When the line between business and family becomes blurry, that can cause conflicts and 
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counter-productivity . And imagine, if you were the boss, you wouldn’t be able to fire your family 

member that easily if you are not happy with them, and that’s just really annoying.  

- How does technology affect the way people spend their leisure time? (p3 ) 

There’re for sure all kinds of impacts of technology, good ones and bad ones . On one 

hand, I DO see the trend of people getting addicted to their screens, their phones, tablets, and laptops. So, 
definitely people, including me, have been spending more time on screens, rather than on those traditional 
leisure activities. For example, some kids are starting to be referred as the “iPad kids”. They’ve spent a lot of 
time on technology and have a sort of dependency on it. On the other hand, I also see examples of people 
utilizing technology in a way to help us enjoy our leisure time better. For example, we have full HD screens that 

can provide us with the best watching experience. We have VR(virtual reality ) technology that 

creates VR video games that are just incredibly good.  

 

 


