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Day3 

 if

- When should parents encourage their children? p3  

Parents should encourage their children all the time, whenever children need the encouragement. I believe 
that daily activities such as eating, showering, reading, walking, cleaning, can build confidence for what 

children will face in the “real world” outside , like, team games, school things, conquering a 

difficulty. Therefore, if parents are constantly instilling this confidence in children , they might 

believe in themselves more when they really need it one day.  

- Do you think only old people have time for leisure?(p3 ) 

No, I don’t think so. I mean, old people, in general, DO have more time for leisure. But it doesn’t mean that

 people of other age groups  don’t have ANY time for relaxation. Maybe they have less, 
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but everyone needs some time for leisure. Otherwise, younger people would work till they drop . 

And it would be an unthinkable situation . The way I see it, to relax is actually to work better

. Only when a person can strike a balance between work and life

, can they feel truly happy.  

I don’t live to work, I work to live. 

- Which one is more important, keeping a good relationship with colleagues or doing well at work? p3 

 

I would say, both. If you want to be truly respected, you need to perform well at work. Respect doesn’t come 

from nowhere , you earn it . And at the same time, having a good relationship with 

colleagues is also very important. We are all social animals , and our working environment is like a 

small society. There’re usually team works which require people to work together happily and effectively. 

Getting along with one another  makes communication easier, and avoids misunderstandings. 

Imagine , a person is very talented and competent in the workplace, BUT he/she is a terrible 

communicator . Others wouldn’t care how well he/she performs, they just don’t want to work 

with this person.  

* +  

- Do you think happiness has any effect on people? How?(P3 ) 

If a person is happy, it definitely brings many good things to this person. First, they will have a less chance of 
getting diseases, as a good mood brings good health. And then, when people are happy, they are more willing 
to apply themselves to a task, so they get more things done, they are more productive. And also, everybody 
loves a happy person, so they will have more friends. So, yeh, absolutely happiness has several positive “side 

effects” on people. And when a person is unhappy and depressed, they are lonely, they are 
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more prone to illness , they can’t get anything done, they are at a really bad place. That’s why 

everybody wants to be happy, nobody wants to be unhappy forever.  

 

 

Most of the time, most people, usually, normally, more often than not, often times, many times, generally 
speaking, in general, on the whole… 

- Do you share ads with others? 
Normally I wouldn’t. I mean, I’m not the kind of person who’s interested in ads. But I enjoy a good sense of 
humour. Sometimes when I see a very entertaining ad with a lot of creativity, I will share it with my friends. And 

we will all laugh about it.  

 
When there’re some really good products that are on sale, and when I see the promotion advertisement, I will 
share the ad with my family or friends, so that they can purchase the product. It’s always nice to find a good 
deal. 
 
 

- Why do some people wear expensive watches? 
The way I see it, most people wear expensive watches to show off, to show people they can afford it. It’s just 

like wearing an expensive purse, or driving a sports car. (I would say, it’s even slightly more low-key  to 

wear a fancy watch as it’s smaller, it sits on your wrist, and it’s less obvious.) And for some other successful 
people, they wear expensive watches because that’s what every successful person does. Therefore, if they 

didn’t do the same thing, they would be heavily judged. They just try to fit in. So it’s peer pressure .

 

Show off something 
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Show-off ,  Tara is such a show-off. 

Brag (about)  

- Is it easy to find quiet places in your country? Why?(p3 ) 

Well, generally speaking, it’s not that easy. I mean, China is a very densely populated country, especially in the 
city. But it doesn’t mean that it’s impossible to find quiet places either. I mean, you can always find a quiet spot, 
like a café, a library or a park where you can enjoy the tranquility. In addition, it’s different from one place to 
another. Some cities are busier, noisier and more bustling; some are more tranquil and peaceful. It’s hard to 

generalize.  

 

 

• Sometimes, …, some other times, …. 

• If I’m in the mood of doing…; if I’m not in the mood… 

•  If I’m in a social mode…if I’m in an anti-social mode… 

• When I have money, …; when I’m short on cash… 
When I have enough budget….; when the budget doesn’t allow… 

• When it’s good weather/ When the weather is nice, …; when it’s rainy/snowy/bad weather, … 

• When I’m with my family, ….; but when I’m alone at home/ I’m all by myself/ 
on my own, …. 

 

- Do you feel sleepy when you’re sitting down? 
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It depends on my mode. If I’m in a working mode , I’ll work till I drop with high 

energy. If I’m not in a working mode, I might feel tired when I sit down for a long time.  

- What will you do when you feel bored? 

That’s a good question! Sometimes if I’m in a situation where there’s nothing much to do, like waiting in line, 

being stuck in traffic, probably the only thing I can do is going on my phone, and scroll a bit . 

But sometimes, say, if I feel bored staying at home, I’ll just go out and meet up with some friends, you know, try 

to do something more interesting.  

- What do you usually do when there’s a traffic jam? 
Sometimes I’ll listen to the car radio and get myself distracted; sometimes I’ll call my mom or my best friend 
Jessica to while away my time; sometimes I’ll just zone out/space out/let my mind wander/let my mind go, and 
think of nothing. There aren’t too many things you can do when you’re trapped/stuck in traffic. Better be 

patient and not too frustrated.  

zone out/space out/let my mind wander/let my mind go 

- Will people feel happy when receiving an expensive gift? p3  

It depends on the relationship between the gift giver and receiver, how close they are. If it’s from a close friend, 
a family member, or their partner, then probably they will be very happy to receive an expensive gift because 
that makes them feel appreciated. But if it’s from someone they don’t really know, then I can imagine how 
weird and uncomfortable they must feel. They might feel that they owe something to this person. And most 

people don’t want to have that feeling.  

Well it depends on what the gift is. If it’s something the gift receiver really loves and needs, then probably, 

the more expensive the better! Haha! Who doesn’t like quality stuff? But if it’s something that person doesn’t 
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even use, then perhaps they will feel pretty disappointed. First, that shows how little the gift giver knows about 

the receiver, and then, nobody likes wasting money, even it’s not their money.  

Well, many people will say that sending gift is not about the price tag, which I do agree. Many times, I would 

like a handmade gift so much more than a gift bought from the store. However, that said, I don’t think people 
will feel unhappy when they receive an expensive gift. I mean, why?! Who doesn’t like luxury, who doesn’t like 
quality things? Therefore, I’m pretty sure most people will feel happy. Because they feel valued, they feel 

worthy.  

 

• Some people…; and some (other) people… 
• Older generation VS younger generation; 

The old VS the young 
Older people VS younger people;  

Old people  senior citizens/ seniors/ the elderly 

- Do people like to spend their leisure time out in your country?(p3 ) 
① Some do and some don’t. People in my country are like people everywhere, some Chinese are more sociable 

and outgoing, whereas some are more introverted and prefer to be alone. So, some Chinese are into 
parties, dinners, and all kinds of social gatherings with their friends. Some would rather spend the time alone at 

home, and enjoy the solitude  by watching some TV, reading a book, listening to the music, people 

also can unwind that way.  

Yes people love going out to socialize and network with friends in their leisure time. Where I’m from

, people love going to the restaurant, the movies, or the karaoke bar to have some fun. Chinese are 

famous for our karaoke culture around the world, which is true, we DO love karaoke. So, people love spending 
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the night with their friends at a karaoke place, singing, talking and drinking. It’s like a bar for us, but more 

private.  WH  

- Do you like talking with older people? Why? (p3 ) 
It depends on the individual. Some older people are very fun to talk to. I can learn so much from them as they 
have much more life experience. I enjoy talking to people who are wise, and learn useful information from 

them; but some older people are very patronizing /condescending  . They like to 

educate others to feel good about themselves. For those people, I won’t waste my time talking with them. 

 

approachable  ;  down-to-earth/ grounded  

feel superior to others  arrogant  

do something to feed their ego  

do something to inflate their sense of self-importance  

I don’t like talking with a person who likes to talk down on/belittle others. 

I love learning from them. Their life experiences and everything can become very valuable life lessons

 to me. 

- Do people often celebrate events with a large group of people or just a few people? (p3 ) 

It’s really hard to generalize! Some people are like my friend Jessica, meaning, they don’t like crowds . 

They are very low key. Therefore, they enjoy celebrating events with a small circle of friends, just a few people. 

Whereas, some people are more like a social butterfly. For them, the more the merrier . 
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I’ve been to parties that had 100 people, and I’ve also been to small gatherings that only had a few people. They 

are all interesting, in different ways. Big parties are more exciting, and small gatherings are more relaxing.  

 

 (government) VS  citizens, individuals  

VS

When it comes to…; in terms of…; regarding… 

- What are the changes in work conditions?(p3 ) 

In terms of working hours , in general, on average, employees today are working less than before. 

Now people work 35-40 hours per week, whereas in the past, it used to be 50 hours. And regarding work 

location , these days especially since the pandemic, it has been becoming increasingly flexible. More 

and more people have become the so-called digital nomads , meaning, they 

are the kind of people who can work anywhere as long as there’s internet connection. And another change, 
perhaps, is the relationship between employees and employers. Nowadays, employees are much more 
respected, in the past, there used to be an unbalanced relationship between the two parties. Those old-

fashioned bosses used to be tough and rude to their workers.  

Firstly, secondly, finally… 
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First off, …and then… and also…; in addition, … 
The most important thing would be…, and also…; in addition, … 
First and for most, Last but not least? 

- What kinds of people are popular at work?(p3 ) 

Well, first, people who are a great problem solver  are well-respected and loved at work. They can 

always find a solution in every problem. They are always the go-to person  in the workplace. People 

love how creative they are, and how they can always think out of the box . Having someone like this 

in the team is a blessing . And then, every team needs a person who can see the bigger 

picture . Visionary  people are always the ones who can lead the team, and think 

in decades rather than weeks and months . They provide team members with 

a sense of direction . Because of them, people feel that there’s something bigger behind everything. 

That makes people feel calm and confident. What’s more, people always appreciate a “doer” rather than a 

“talker” . People who are trustworthy and keep their word , people 

who can get things done on time  are more respected. Sometimes you hear people promise the 

whole world  but nothing is done later. Finally, people who have a fun personality  are 

usually well-liked at work. Nobody wants to work with a stressful and serious coworker. Working with this kind 

of people is always a pleasant experience.  (  

- What kinds of people are easy to get along with? (p3 ) 
Well, people who have a friendly nature and are with a positive attitude are easy to get along with. This kind of 
people are well-liked by others because they always see things from the positive side, they can see the silver 
lining behind everything, and their positive attitude attracts other people. And then, people who are humble 
and know how to listen can also get along with others. They’re good listeners and they pay attention to details. 
Everybody loves somebody who is not self-centred. And what else, people who have flexibility are easier to 
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hang out with. We all have our things , our pet peeves . But when we interact 

with each other, we need to be more accepting, tolerant, and less stubborn . People who are less 

stubborn and more easygoing are definitely more likable .    

Have a good sense of humour. Who doesn’t enjoy a good laugh, right? 

 

- Do women have more leisure time than men?(p3 ) 

Woooo, that’s a dangerous question ! I definitely don’t see it that way. 

Women and men are equally responsible and important in the society, in their families, at work. I know, some 

people may say that this is a patriarchal society , men are the leaders, they have more 

responsibilities at work, therefore, they work longer hours, and that’s why they have less time for leisure 
activities. However, just because men work longer, on average, doesn’t mean women have more leisure time. 
Women take care of their families and children, run a lot of errands for their homes. They might not be the main 

breadwinners , the “money-makers” , but they’re the home-makers . So, it’s 

not a matter of gender, it’s a matter of each individual. Some have more time for relaxation, some have less. It’s 

not fair to say one gender rest more than the other. It’s not true.  

 

 I don’t think it’s a matter of gender…., I think it’s a matter of…. 

I mean, …  
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I don’t think it’s fair to say…because that’s not true. 

 

 

 

 

Do you like…? What …do you like? 

- What types of cars do you like? 

I like cool cars, like coupes, sports cars and American muscle cars. I know they’re not practical enough, but I 

just fancy having a car like that in my garage. That’s the shallow side of me.  

I love electric cars. I’m a greenie , electric cars are definitely my type of cars. They are 

quiet and friendlier to nature. I’m actually saving up to switch to an electric car .  

I’m obsessed with pick-up trucks! They’re so tall and big, give me such a strong sense of security. I’d like to 

have a big pick-up truck with a bright colour, for example, bright yellow, just like the transformer , or 

neon green, you know, the most impossible colour for a big truck. It would be so cool to drive a car like that on 

the street.  
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* N  

I’m into.... cooking/music/painting/photography.. 
I’m keen on… 
I’m passionate about… 
I’m crazy for/about... 
I have a thing for… 
I enjoy doing... a lot…  
I love....doing sth… 

I’m a big/huge/massive fan of...(  or /I’m a XXX fan 
I’m fascinated by your music. 
I’m obsessed with his music. 
I’m addicted to my phone.  
 
Freak: I’m a fitness/gym freak, health freak, neat freak, clean freak, control freak, OCD…  
Fan: music fan, movie fan, sports fan, football fan… 
Lover: music lover/buff, nature lover, meat lover, art lover, … 
Person: dog person, cat person, people person, morning/night person(early bird/ night owl) 
Food person, I’m a foodie, I’m into trying different kinds of food. 
 
 

 

 
I don’t like …very/too much 
I don’t care (too much) for=I’m not interested in… 

I’m not a big fan of…   

 
I hate xxxx…. 
I resent XXX (with every fiber of my being)  
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WH  

 Have you ever done..? Did you….? 

- Did you enjoy traveling by car when you were a kid? Road trip 

Yeh totally. I loved traveling by car. Unlike many young kids who would feel carsick , I was always very 

comfortable when I was in a car. I remember the first time my parents took me on a road trip to another city. 
We spent two days on the road. I was sleeping, eating and looking around in the backseat the whole time. I 

enjoyed that trip a lot, and I fell in love with traveling by car after that trip.  

Not really. I always felt carsick when I was a kid. It was the worst feeling when I was in a car. I felt dizzy, 

nauseous and very very tired. That’s why traveling by car would be the last thing I wanted to do when I was a 
kid. Luckily, now I’m much better. I don’t feel that awful when I travel by car anymore. And I feel even better 

when I’m the one who’s behind the wheel.  


