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An Exploration of Alchemy

Alchemy is one of the two oldest sciences
known to the world. The other is astrology. The
beginnings of both extend back into the

obscurity of prehistoric times. According to t

<ﬁ¥

earliest records extant, both of them were M

considered as divinely revealed to man so tha
by their aid he might regain his lost estate.

In spite of what many people may believe,
Alchemy is not dead. The practice of Alchemy
has continued for more than two millennia,
some say it is nearly as old as human civilisation
itself. For a time in the Dark Ages, it was also
thought to have been dead, but it re-emerged in
Western Europe in the twelfth century. Alchemy
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Question 1

Gold comprises homogeneous particles.
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Question 1 1/8

R X IESCEES5ER He considered gold as
consisting of homogeneous particles
(which today we know is true).
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f##T:  Gold comprises homogeneous particles. &
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retargeting the goal of Alchemy to heal
rather than change metals into gold
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JR3C: X NIEXEE11EE A sixteenth century
physician and alchemist named Parcelsus
changed the course of history by insisting
that the true goal of Alchemy was finding
medical cures.
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fi##fr: retargeting the goal of Alchemy to heal
rather than change metals into gold. i
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publication of “Skeptical Chemist”
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JR: R IEXEE11E% King Charles I
inaugurated the group, and it was Robert
Boyle, one of the groups’ first members,
whose published work “Skeptical
Chemist”(1661) challenged the long
accepted principles of Aristotle’s four
elements, and the alchemists three.
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principle of four elements
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JR3C: TN IESCEBAER Aristotle held that the basis
of the material world was something called
“prime” or “first matter.” The embodiment
and realization of the prime matter came
through the first stage of form, found in the
four elements of Earth, Air, Fire and Water.

BE: MR+ ZEIA N F AR —Fh
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fi@#fr: principle of four elements PO 7T %1% fY R 12
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The universe (proper) was brought into
harmony by proportion.
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JR3: ¥R IESCEE6EL ...out of the elements of
this kind, the body of the universe is
created, being brought into concord
through proportion;
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fi@#r:  The universe(proper) was brought into
harmony by proportion. @i : FHEiET
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calling the basis of the material world
“prime”
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JR3: XN IEXSE4EL Aristotle held that the basis
of the material world was something called
“prime” or “first matter.” The embodiment
and realization of the prime matter came
through the first stage of form, found in the
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through the first stage of form, found in the
four elements of Earth, Air, Fire and Water.
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fi##fr: calling the basis of the material world
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Question 7 7/8

Matter has discontinuous structure.
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B3 YR IEXEE4EE but Epicurus, elaborating
the pre-Aristotelian views of Democritus,
held it to have a grained or discontinuous
structure, consisting of atoms of the same
primordial material which differed in their
size, shape and form.
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fi@#fr: Matter has discontinuous structure. S :
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Questions 8-9 8/8

According to the author, normally
alchemists regard their work as a marriage
Of 8 covvieeii, and 9 ................ .
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) Q spirituality,science
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JR3: XTRZIESCEE3E: The alchemists viewed their
work as a melding of spirituality and
science.
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JR3: XTRZIESCEE3E: The alchemists viewed their
work as a melding of spirituality and
science.
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R X IESCEESEE The alchemists viewed their
work as a melding of spirituality and

science.
#]E: BEARTVSMIN TIERER R R
FHEE

fi##fr:  According to the author, normally
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