FEEZR.. T T46:32 )

< Passage 50

Booming Bittern

The boom of the bittern is being heard across
Britain once again, after more than a century in
which the bird has hovered on the edge of
extinction.
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Noted for its foghorn-like call or “boom”, the
pittern has made a recovery in numbers that the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
described last year as “a phenomenal success”.

However, experts warn that the bird, one of
Britain’s rarest, still faces severe threats posed
by climate change. “Bitterns are not out of
danger yet,” said Grahame Madge of the RSPB.
“On the other hand, this is a very encouraging
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Question 1 1/7

Experts believe that the bittern

0 is still on the edge of dying out.

B is a successful species.

C can fight climate change.

D | is disappearing.
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Keywords: on the edge of dying out, face severe
threats; dying out

R XN IEXEE3EE However, experts warn that
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Question 2 2/7

A it is smaller than a grey heron.
B it hides among the darkness.
its appearance is colourful.

it is adept at camoufage.
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Keywords: difficult to find=hard to spot; difficult to
find a bittern in its habitat

JR3C: XN IESEE5EL The bitterns is a secretive
bird and its subtle coloring makes it hard to
spot in its wetland surroundings----
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spot in its wetland surroundings----
although its mating call testifies to its
presence.

#}F: RISEMHRANEE, Bin e
PeE, (15 ANRMEEA BB I %
ME— - ENKER & LY =T
U T ENNFE.

fRMT:  Itis difficult to find a bittern in its habitat
because & k1584 E b A 1R 3 L I FRES
HE A Z At is smaller than a grey heron.
FRISEE B 5 1N 3k/\ B it hides among the
darkness. K18 B 2 BRI L REEH Cits
appearance is colorful. FEFSHISMRIERZ F
D it is adept at camouflage. FK18:E T A3

Question 3 3/7
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presence, attract the female; produces
loud booming call to

JRX . XY NZIESCSE5EE Males are thought to
“boom” to alert female bitterns to their
presence.

B EMERIS R Y 7S RIZE SR IR R MM SRS
b FER — M.

fi##T:  The bitterns produces loud booming call to
MISLZLHE RIS EZ AT Aalert its
natural enemy. & E{ 1R K& B attract

the female. W% 5 | MM FRFS C gulp in air. 1%
— K5 D communicate with other birds.
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Keywords: the number declined, began to fall;
food, delicacy; Middle Ages; number
declined

JR3C: XN IESCEE6ER It was once common
across the UK, but numbers began to fall in
the Middle Ages----the bird was considered
a delicacy and was eaten at banquets up
to Tudor times.

B ERE, HER-EEMEAELMNSE,
AT E AR &R M AP L IR HR — — A
IPAREMNNAFERSE, BT fE#HE
HENZBELITEES R L.

fE#r:  In the Middle Ages the number declined

because TEHRHZE R, FRISHIEL R TFF 2
9 A bitterns vanished from Britain. Ff#3
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D waste pollutes their habitat.

2y

Keywords: main threat, major threat; Grahame
Madge, main threat

JR3C: X IESCEE8ER "We created a research
programme to save the bittern and
discovered the major threat was not the
loss of their habitat, but a degradation of
it,” said Madge.

B BANRITT — R IR I E SRR AR
15, BANZIRISS B/ E 2R A A
B L@ AR, mEMNSHANRK.

fi##r: Grahame Madge of the RSPB said the
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main threat to bitterns is that RPSBEIGM

W, XRRISE EERIEAE A nature
reserves are few. B ARIFX R B they

had no where to live. €15t &8 B itb 75 1
C their habitat deteriorates. &1 1A S
#£iB 1k D waste pollutes their habitat. 171%
35 AR AR E M

Question 6 6/7

Climate change poses a danger to bitterns
because

@ sea water could food wetlands.

B they prefer the colder weather.
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HZRSPBE =18 e M 37 (IR X
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fi@#r: Climate change poses a danger to bitterns
because SR X TS = 1 A BN £
2[R EZ A sea water could flood
wetlands. /87K £ E AR B they prefer
the colder weather. E{1EEXUREHI KRS
C reed beds become lower. F RS H
IS EAK D their breeding season is
changed. EM IR B FET <l 2 &

Questions 7-10 7/7

Choose FOUR letters, A-H.
According to Andrew Green, what are the
essential factors when protecting bitterns?
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A Control of other birds
B Amply food provision
C Providing reed seeds
D Limiting predators

E Encouraging breeding
F Protecting freshwater
G Well-managed habitat
H Increasing sea level

/7
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FEAT

Keywords: essential factors, key to the project’s
success; essential factors, protecting
bitterns, AG

JR3C: X IESCEE14ER “...We think the key to the
project’s success is dependent upon a
number of factors: good evidence-based
habitat management; pure water and
control of water levels; the creation of a rich
fishery, providing excellent feeding
opportunities for bitterns; and the rigorous
control of foxes and mink...”

8 LBRAPARBATEKIR R R AT LLIT
ATIINTER: REFMIEIENSHEE;
IKBAKARIES];, KREBHM&EE, 4
BEEZFNHETS,; TEXNIERK
SRHBLE...”



