Personal Statement

Oct. 6 is the first time in my life that I mourned the death of one public figure, named Steve Jobs. As he put it in his speech, “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by dogma, which is living with the results of other people’s thinking. The most important is to have the courage to follow your heart and intuition, they somehow already know what you truly want to become, and everything else is secondary. ” Life is short and time is fleeting. It really makes a difference that a right person comes to the right place. I strongly believe that I am the right person for MSc Finance with Behavioural Science in your esteemed university.

I hope to become CFO in a well-known enterprise in the future. That is why I apply for your university. In your university, I’ll be equipped with international outlook, personal connections and advanced management techniques, and these are vital to be CFO. For a couple of years in the past, I have been unremittingly making preparations for this dream.

I had several experiences of being pre-CFO in my university. Serving as a principal in the programs, I fully realized CFO plays an important role in the running of an enterprise. It is necessary to supervise and coordinate accountancy, take charge of the extension of management techniques and also offer suggestions for company’s development from the macroscopic perspective. Acting as a CFO in Luoshui Embroidery program, I worked together with my team members to finish marketing analysis, financial index calculation, etc. Our on-the-spot survey showed that Shu embroidery is a cultural specialty in Luoshui. I proposed that it could be promoted on the Internet; in which a customer self-designs his or her own textile garments, hats, gloves and so forth, and then we deliver it regularly. By drawing up the financial budget and business data, I learned a lot about ratio, including liquidity ratio, SWOT analysis, and DuPont Analysis. This made me understand that accounting covers many aspects. Proficiency in accounting doesn't simply mean making accounts, but also mastering principles of management, marketing and so forth. Finally we obtained initial funding about 30,000 yuan to start this undertaking. Currently, our on-line store "Special" has already come into operation.

From the time I entered the university; I’ve made the most of vacations to do internship and accumulate practical experience in different industries with different colleagues and enterprise culture, ranging from Construction Bank of China, Linkz Industries, to ING Group. These enable me to put what I’ve learnt into practice and create value. Meanwhile, I also gained experience and grew up through practice. Take my internship in ING as an example, not only did I further study Hong Kong’s fund, insurance and other relevant, but also what I’ve learnt came into use. After searching into the market, my team members and I designed one insurance product "I-master" for the mainland insurance market which is of less freedom and flexibility than Hong Kong’s. It won high praise from the company’s seniors. Through this, I gained the first-hand experience and learned how to tackle problems or conflicts with an appropriate approach under various circumstances. Furthermore, I continuously acquired a variety of communication skills to face all kinds of people; and learned how to communicate harmoniously with others without giving up my principles when it doesn’t move smoothly.

Learning is the driving force to grow up and interest is the catalyst to learn. In addition to the courses offered by my university, I self-studied numerous classical works concerning American history, psychology, organizational behavioral science and history of economics to enrich my knowledge and broaden my horizons. For instance, I read the Psychology of Judgement and Decision Making written by Scott Plous, from which I learned a lot, not only about some general psychological knowledge of what cause people’s different judgements but also about how to use these factors to change others’ mind. This made me strongly interested in this behavior science. An excellent CFO should be proficient in all aspects and also be well informed of the introduction of new accounting standards. Favorable learning ability is an essential guarantee to achieve one’s career goals. Whatever you’ll become, a good master or an excellent officer, apart from plentiful knowledge, good personality is needed as well. Therefore, I joined the Red Cross to participate in diverse activities as a volunteer and took part in the rescue in Wenchuan where a huge earthquake occurred in 2008. I understand that many choices and efforts in our lives are not necessarily driven by our own interests, but by what we want to bring to others, and for me, it is smile and happiness.

With the assistant of your program, by joining a tight-knit community of bright, ambitious students and a highly dedicated faculty, I am convinced that I would get my professional skills and more importantly, a mentoring partnership. And I believe with what I learned in this program, I could figure out what are the driving forces behind human judgment and decision-making, which would be helpful when I enter the competitive business field. After graduating from your respected university, I prefer to work in management consulting company at first and the knowledge I learned in WBS would be beneficial for a better career development. When the right person is in the right place, people can make a difference. And I can make a difference with you together.

