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To protect certain fledgling industries, the government of Country Z banned imports of the 
types of products those industries were starting to make. As a direct result, the cost of those 
products to the buyers, several export-dependent industries in Z, went up, sharply limiting the 
ability of those industries to compete effectively in their export markets.

Which of the following conclusions about Country Z’s adversely affected export-dependent 
industries is best supported by the passage?

(A) Profit margins in those industries were not high enough to absorb the rise in costs 
mentioned above.

(B) Those industries had to contend with the fact that other countries banned imports from 
Country Z.

(C) Those industries succeeded in expanding the domestic market for their products.

(D) Steps to offset rising materials costs by decreasing labor costs were taken in those 
industries.

(E) Those industries started to move into export markets that they had previously judged 
unprofitable.
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A violin constructed to have improved sound would sound different from the best-sounding 
existing violins.

To professional violinists, a violin that sounds different from the best-sounding existing violins 
sounds less like a violin and therefore worse than the best-sounding existing violins.

Professional violinists are the only accepted judges of the sound quality of violins.

Which of the following would be the best supported by those statements?

(A) Only amateur violinists should be asked to judge the sound quality of newly constructed 
violins.

(B) Professional violinists supervise the construction of violins.

(C) The best-sounding existing violins have been in existence fro several centuries.

(D) It is currently impossible to construct a violin that the only accepted judges will evaluate 
as having improved sound.

(E) It is possible to construct a violin that sounds better than the best-sounding existing 
violins to everyone but professional violinists.
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For a trade embargo against a particular country to succeed, a high degree of both 
international accord and ability to prevent goods from entering or leaving that country 
must be sustained. A total blockade of Patria’s ports is necessary to an embargo, but 
such an action would be likely to cause international discord over the embargo.

The claims above, if true, most strongly support which of the following conclusions?

(A) The balance of opinion is likely to favor Patria in the event of a blockade.

(B) As long as international opinion is unanimously against Patria, a trade embargo is 
likely to succeed.

(C) A naval blockade of Patria’s ports would ensure that no goods enter or leave Patria.

(D) Any trade embargo against Patria would be likely to fail at some time.

(E) For a blockade of Patria’s ports to be successful, international opinion must be 
unanimous.
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The percentage of households with an annual income of more than $40,000 is higher in 
Merton County than in any other county. However, the percentage of households with 
an annual income of $60,000 or more is higher in Sommer County.

If the statements above are true, which of the following must also be true?

(A) The percentage of households with an annual income of $80,000 is higher in 
Sommer County than in Merton County.

(B) Merton County has the second highest percentage of households with an annual 
income of $60,000 or more.

(C) Some households in Merton County have an annual income between $40,000 and 
$60,000.

(D) The number of households with an annual income of more than $40,000 is greater 
in Merton County than in Sommer County.

(E) Average annual household income is higher in Sommer County than in Merton 
County.
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