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In recent years, many cabinetmakers have been winning acclaim as
artists. But since furniture must be useful, cabinetmakers must
exercise their craft with an eye to the practical utility of their
product. For this reason, cabinetmaking is not art.

Which of the following is an assumption that supports drawing the
conclusion above from the reason given for that conclusion?



Male bowerbirds construct elaborately decorated nests, or bowers.
Basing their judgment on the fact that different local populations of
bowerbirds of the same species build bowers that exhibit different
building and decorative styles, researchers have concluded that the
bowerbirds’ building styles are a culturally acquired, rather than a
genetically transmitted, trait.

Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen the
conclusion drawn by the researchers?



In comparison to the standard typewriter keyboard, the EFCO
keyboard, which places the most-used keys nearest the typist’s
strongest fingers, allows faster typing and results in less fatigue.
Therefore, replacement of standard keyboards with the EFCO
keyboard will result in an immediate reduction of typing costs.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the conclusion
drawn above?
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Northern Air has dozens of flights daily into and out of Belleville
Airport, which is highly congested. Northern Air depends for its
success on economy and quick turnaround and consequently is
planning to replace its large planes with Skybuses, whose novel
aerodynamic design is extremely fuel efficient. The Skybus’s fuel
efficiency results in both lower fuel costs and reduced time spent
refueling.

Which of the following, if true, could present the most serious
disadvantage for Northern Air in replacing their large planes with
Skybuses?



Certain genetically modified strains of maize produce a powerful
natural insecticide. The insecticide occurs throughout the plant,
including its pollen. Maize pollen is dispersed by the wind and
frequently blows onto milkweed plants that grow near maize fields.
Caterpillars of monarch butterflies feed exclusively on milkweed
leaves.When these caterpillars are fed milkweed leaves dusted with
pollen from modified maize plants, they die. Therefore, by using
genetically modified maize, farmers put monarch butterflies at risk.

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in
order to evaluate the argument!?



Studies in restaurants show that the tips left by customers who pay
their bill in cash tend to be larger when the bill is presented on a
tray that bears a credit- card logo. Consumer psychologists
hypothesize that simply seeing a credit-card logo makes many
credit- card holders willing to spend more because it reminds
them that their spending power exceeds the cash they have
immediately available.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the
psychologists’ interpretation of the studies?
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