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(1) Procedure

A. Selective sample
B. Quantity of the sample
C. Are the respondents being forthright?

(2) Result of the survey

A. Do the statistics make any meaningfullness?
B. Respondents

(3) Who conducted the survey?
(4) When was the survey conducted?
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B. Quantity of the sample

C. Are the respondents being forthright?

(2) Result of the survey
A. Do the statistics make any meaningfullness?
B. Respondents

(3) Who conducted the survey?
(4) When was the survey conducted?



A. Selective sample
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The following appeared in the editorial section of a corporate newsletter:

“The common notion that workers are generally apathetic about management
issues is false, or at least outdated: a recently published survey indicates that 79
percent of the nearly 1,200 workers who responded to survey questionnaires
expressed a high level of interest in the topics of corporate restructuring and
redesign of benefits programs.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.



A. Selective sample
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The following appeared in the editorial section of a local newspaper:

“This past winter; 200 students from Waymarsh State College traveled to the state
capitol building to protest against proposed cuts in funding for various state college
programs.The other 12,000 Waymarsh students evidently weren’t so concerned about
their education: they either stayed on campus or left for winter break. Since the group
who did not protest is far more numerous, it is more representative of the state’s
college students than are the protesters. Therefore the state legislature need not heed
the appeals of the protesting students.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.
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B. Quantity of the sample
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The following appeared as part of an article in a magazine on lifestyles:

“Two years ago, City L was listed 14th in an annual survey that ranks cities
according to the quality of life that can be enjoyed by those living in them.
This information will enable people who are moving to the state in which
City L is located to confidently identify one place, at least, where schools are
good, housing is affordable, people are friendly, the environment is safe, and
the arts flourish.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.
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Unless the surveyor sampled a sufficient

number of and did so randomly across
the entire spectrum, the survey results
are not reliable to gauge generally.

The number of respondents/samples, in
itself, does not ensure representativeness.



For example, if the samples included
only » then the results would no doubt
suggest . Or if the grosses are
considerable, (1200) would account for only
a little percentage, which would render the
result of the survey meaningless.




I AERERNID R

(1) Procedure

A. Selective sample

B. Quantity of the sample

C. Are the respondents being forthright?

(2) Result of the survey
A. Do the statistics make any meaningfulness?
B. Respondents

(3) Who conducted the survey?
(4) When was the survey conducted?



A. Do the statistics make any meaningfulness?
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The following appeared in an article in the health section of a newspaper:

“There is a common misconception that university hospitals are better than community
or private hospitals. This notion is unfounded, however: the university hospitals in our
region employ 15 percent fewer doctors, have a 20 percent lower success rate in
treating patients, make far less overall profit, and pay their medical staff considerably less
than do private hospitals. Furthermore, many doctors at university hospitals typically
divide their time among teaching, conducting research, and treating patients. From this it
seems clear that the quality of care at university hospitals is lower than that at other
kinds of hospitals.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.
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B. Respondents
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The following appeared in the editorial section of a corporate newsletter:

“The common notion that workers are generally apathetic about management
issues is false, or at least outdated: a recently published survey indicates that 79
percent of the nearly 1,200 workers who responded to survey questionnaires
expressed a high level of interest in the topics of corporate restructuring and
redesign of benefits programs.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.
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(3) Who conducted the survey?
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The following appeared as part of a campaign to sell advertising time on a
local radio station to local businesses:

“The Cumquat Café began advertising on our local radio station this year
and was delighted to see its business increase by |10 percent over last year’s

totals. Their success shows you how you can use radio advertising to make
your business more profitable.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.
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(4) When was the survey conducted?
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The following appeared as part of an article in a magazine on lifestyles:

“Two years ago, City L was listed 14th in an annual survey that ranks cities
according to the quality of life that can be enjoyed by those living in them.
This information will enable people who are moving to the state in which
City L is located to confidently identify one place, at least, where schools are
good, housing is affordable, people are friendly, the environment is safe, and
the arts flourish.”

Discuss how well reasoned ... etc.



(4) When was the survey conducted?

S5ERENERRE

A threshold problem is that the newspaper neglects

to indicate when the survey was actually conducted.
When samples are used to make general claims

about a particular group, the samples should be
close enough in time to the generalization. All we

know in this newspaper is that



C. HEARGRER

We are not informed whether the survey
responses are anonymous, even
confidential. If they were not, .......
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® quantity
e quality

e statistic

e poll

e absolute value
® percentage

® proportion
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