The first family:

特点： 所有在题干出现的信息都是正确的，即使原文论据错误，也必须利用起来，在选项中的正确答案必须涵盖了题干的信息，如果没有的，一定是错误的！

MUST BE TRUE：

1. Question Stem:

If the statements above are true, which of the following must also be true?

Which one of the following conclusions is best supported by the statements above?

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following assertions?

Which of the following can be correctly inferred from the statements above?

2. 正确答案的类型：

A. Paraphrase(重述题干的信息)

B．所有题干信息结合

3. 不正确答案类型：

A. could be true:可能正确的，记住你必须要选择必须正确答案！

B．exaggerated: 这里用到例如题干是some, 选项变成了many，绝对话的词语不选！

C．New information: 超出了题干的信息外的选项或者不是信息的结合体

D．The shell Game: 类似的现象，错误选项会利用题干的其中一个点，然后套用到和题干信息非常相似的点上！

E． Opposite:和题干提供的信息相反

F． Reverse: 数字或者逻辑结构的调换，例如本来是Many people have some type.变成了some people have many type

54. The fewer restrictions there are on the advertising of legal services, the more lawyers there are who advertise their services, and the lawyers who advertise a specific service usually charge less for that service than the lawyers who do not advertise. Therefore, if the state removes any of its current restrictions, such as the one against advertisements that do not specify fee arrangements, overall consumer legal costs will be lower than if the state retains its current restrictions.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提->结论 Argument

Premise: fewer restrictions, more advertising, less charge for specific service than the lawyers do not advertise.

Conclusion: if state removes any restrictions, legal costs are less consumed.

Situation Consumer legal costs will be reduced if the state removes even one restriction on lawyers’ advertisements because the fewer the restrictions, the greater the number of lawyers who advertise, and lawyers who advertise charge less than lawyers who do not advertise.

研究显示，对律师做广告的限制越少，做广告的律师就越多。而一般做广告的律师收费比不做广告的律师收费要少。因此，本州如果取消所有对律师做广告的限制，所有人在法律方面的开销要比保留这些限制时的小。
Question Stem:（Must be true,原文所有点正确，选项的内容必须和原文一致）
If the statements above are true, which of the following must be true?

Reasoning What conclusion can logically be drawn? The argument sets up an inverse proportion: the fewer the number of restrictions on ads, the greater the number of lawyers who advertise. This is true of all restrictions and all lawyers. Therefore, removing any one restriction necessarily increases the number of lawyers who advertise.

Answer Analysis:

Some lawyers who now advertise will charge more for specific services if they do not have to specify fee arrangements in the advertisements.（New information）

 The lawyers may charge more, but nothing in the passage rules out the possibility that no lawyer will charge more.

 (B) More consumers will use legal services if there are fewer restrictions on the advertising of legal services. （New information）
No evidence in the passage indicates that there will be an increased use of legal services.

 (C) If the restriction against advertisements that do not specify fee arrangements is removed, more lawyers will advertise their services.和原文黑体字部分一样：removed=less

Correct. This statement properly identifies a conclusion that logically follows, because reducing any restriction will increase the number of lawyers who advertise.

 (D) If more lawyers advertise lower prices for specific services, some lawyers who do not advertise will also charge less than they currently charge for those services.（New information）

Nothing in the passage indicates that lawyers who continue not to advertise will be compelled to lower their fees.

 (E) If the only restrictions on the advertising of legal services were those that apply to every type of advertising, most lawyers would advertise their services.（Exaggerated+ New information+ Opposite） 

The argument concerns numbers of advertisers rather than types; it remains possible that few lawyers would advertise.
60. Neither a rising standard of living nor balanced trade, by itself, establishes a country’s ability to compete in the international marketplace.（Background） Both are required simultaneously since standards of living can rise because of growing trade deficits and trade can be balanced by means of a decline in a country’s standard of living.

注意Neither…nor …simultaneously

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-结论-前提

Situation A country’s ability to compete in the international marketplace depends on both a rising standard of living and balanced trade.

单独提升生活质量，或是实现贸易平衡都不能塑造一个国家的竞争力。两者同时实现才有效，因为提升生活质量会造成贸易赤字，而赤字可以通过降低生活质量来减少。

Question Stem: must be true

If the facts stated in the passage above are true, a proper test of a country’s ability to be competitive is its ability to

Reasoning What must a country do to be considered competitive? The passage states that there are two conditions that must be met simultaneously: The standard of living must rise, and trade must be balanced. While it is possible for the standard of living to rise when trade is not balanced and for trade to be balanced while the standard of living is falling, neither of these situations allows the country to be considered competitive internationally. The country must both balance trade and have a rising standard of living.

Answer Analysis:

(A) balance its trade while its standard of living rises

Correct. This statement properly identifies the two requirements the country must meet at the same time.

 (B) balance its trade while its standard of living falls 

 One of the two conditions is not met; the standard of living must be rising, not falling.

(C) increase trade deficits while its standard of living rises

 One of the two conditions is not met; trade must be balanced.

(D) decrease trade deficits while its standard of living falls

Neither of the conditions is met; trade must be balanced, and the standard of living must be rising.

(E) keep its standard of living constant while trade deficits rise

Neither of the conditions is met; the standard of living must be rising, not constant, and trade must be balanced.

66. To protect certain fledgling industries, the government of Country Z banned imports of the types of products those industries were starting to make. As a direct result, the cost of those products to the buyers, several export-dependent industries in Z, went up, sharply limiting the ability of those industries to compete effectively in their export markets.

逻辑链：

论证结构：措施目的型 前提—>前提

Situation Country Z bans the importation of products that would compete with those that some of its new industries are beginning to make. Consequently, the export-dependent local industries that buy these products must pay more for them, and these exporters are now less competitive in their markets.

为了保护新兴产业，Z国政府限制了这些产业相关的进口，导致需要依赖进口的一些出口行业成本提高，很大程度影响了出口行业的竞争力。

Question stem: Must be true

Which of the following conclusions about Country Z’s adversely affected export-dependent industries is best supported by the passage?

Reasoning What conclusion can be drawn about the export-dependent industries? Any conclusion must be supported by the facts in the passage. The export-dependent industries could no longer compete effectively when they had to purchase necessary products at greater expense from local industries. The export-dependent industries’ inability to adjust successfully to the rise in costs suggests that staying competitive in their markets required tight cost control to maintain their profit margins. It is reasonable to conclude then that their profit margins were not high enough for them to be able to absorb the increased costs caused by their new need to purchase domestically made products.
 (A) Profit margins in those industries were not high enough to absorb the rise in costs mentioned above.

Correct. This statement properly identifies the conclusion that the export-dependent industries were low-margin businesses that could not successfully accommodate the higher prices of the domestically made products.

 (B) Those industries had to contend with the fact that other countries banned imports from Country Z.（New information）

No information about other countries’ ban of imports from Country Z is given in the passage.

 (C) Those industries succeeded in expanding the domestic market for their products.（New information）

Not enough information is given in the passage to support this conclusion.

 (D) Steps to offset rising materials costs by decreasing labor costs were taken in those industries.（New information）

No information about cutting labor costs is given in the passage.

 (E) Those industries started to move into export markets that they had previously judged unprofitable.（New information）
No information about the industries’ moving into different markets is given in the passage.

103. For a trade embargo against a particular country to succeed, a high degree of both international accord and ability to prevent goods from entering or leaving that country must be sustained. A total blockade of Patria’s ports is necessary to an embargo, but such an action would be likely to cause international discord over the embargo.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提

in order to be successful for a trade embargo, a high degree of accord and ability is needed, including international accord and preventing gooding from entering and existing.

Blockade of Patrica's port is necessary to an embargo.

But it would cause discord.

Situation The success of a trade embargo requires both international accord and the ability to enforce the embargo. In the case of Patria, an embargo would require a total blockade of the ports, but the blockade itself would likely lead to international discord.

成功实现贸易禁运的前提是得到国际社会的高度认可并有能力实现禁止货物进出某国。如要对P国实施贸易禁运，必须要对其港口进行全面封锁。但这样做会引起国际纠纷。
Question Stem: Must be true!这里注意的一点是要读懂题目的意思！
The claims above, if true, most strongly support which of the following conclusions?

Reasoning What conclusion can be drawn from this information? A conclusion must be based only on the information provided. Since the given information discusses the general conditions for a successful trade embargo and the conditions specific to the possible embargo in Patria, the conclusion should be about the likelihood of success for a trade embargo against Patria. Since international accord is necessary for the success of an embargo but the blockade required in this case would create international discord, the contradictions of this paradoxical situation make any embargo unlikely to succeed. 

Question Stem:

The balance of opinion is likely to favor Patria in the event of a blockade. New information

Although international discord would likely result from a blockade, no information allows a conclusion to be drawn about the balance of opinion.

 (B) As long as international opinion is unanimously against Patria, a trade embargo is likely to succeed. 还有那个ability呢？（信息缺乏）

B This conclusion is not justified because a successful embargo requires both international accord and the ability to enforce the embargo.

（C）A naval blockade of Patria’s ports would ensure that no goods enter or leave Patria. (New information)
  This statement simply defines the purpose of a blockade; it is not a conclusion from the information given.

 (D) Any trade embargo against Patria would be likely to fail at some time.Bingo原文最后一句讲到International discord.

D Correct. This statement properly identifies a conclusion supported by the claims.

 (E) For a blockade of Patria’s ports to be successful, international opinion must be unanimous.(exaggerated answer)

 E The necessary condition for success is a high degree of international accord, not unanimity, so this conclusion cannot be justified.

104. Theater Critic: The play La Finestrina, now at Central Theater, was written in Italy in the eighteenth century. The director claims that this production is as similar to the original production as is possible in a modern theater. Although the actor who plays Harlequin the clown gives a performance very reminiscent of the twentieth-century American comedian Groucho Marx, Marx’s comic style was very much within the comic acting tradition that had begun in sixteenth-century Italy.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-前提
Situation The director of the local production of La Finestrina says it is as similar to the original production as is possible in a modern theater. The actor playing Harlequin gives a performance reminiscent of Groucho Marx, whose comic style falls within an acting tradition which began in sixteenth-century Italy.

批评家：现在在中央剧院上演的LF这幕剧是18世纪在意大利创作的。导演称该剧是现代戏剧中最能还原原著的作品。（然而，）尽管饰演小丑H的演员的表演让人回想起20世纪著名美国喜剧演员GM，GM的喜剧风格却是源自16世纪意大利的。

QuESTION Stem: 

The considerations given best serve as part of an argument that

 Reasoning For which of the options would the consideration given best serve as an argument? The actor’s performance was reminiscent of someone who fell within a tradition going back to sixteenth-century Italy. The play was written, and therefore was likely first performed, in eighteenth-century Italy. All of this suggests that there could be a similarity between the performances of Harlequin in the local production and in the original production. While the two performances might have been quite dissimilar, there is nothing here that supports that.

Answer Analysis:

(A) modern audiences would find it hard to tolerate certain characteristics of a historically accurate performance of an eighteenth-century play（New information）

 A Regardless of how plausible this option might be on its own merits, the passage provides no support for it because the passage provides no information about the characteristics of a historically accurate performance of an eighteenth-century play.

(B) Groucho Marx once performed the part of the character Harlequin in La Finestrina(New information)
 B The passage neither says this nor implies it.

(C) in the United States the training of actors in the twentieth century is based on principles that do not differ radically from those that underlay the training of actors in eighteenth-century Italy(New information)

 C The passage says nothing about the training of actors, so this option would be supported by the passage only in a very roundabout, indirect way.

(D) the performance of the actor who plays Harlequin in La Finestrina does not serve as evidence against the director’s claim Bingo!
 D Correct. This is the option that the considerations most support.

(E) the director of La Finestrina must have advised the actor who plays Harlequin to model his performance on comic performances of Groucho Marx （New Information）

E That the performance reminded the theater critic of Groucho Marx hardly shows that the similarity was intentional, let alone that it was at the director’s instruction.
 

 105. The cost of producing radios in Country Q is 10 percent less than the cost of producing radios in Country Y. Even after transportation fees and tariff charges are added, it is still cheaper for a company to import radios from Country Q to Country Y than to produce radios in Country Y.

 逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-前提
Fact set:Cost in Q is 10% less than cost in Y. after the transportation fees and tariff charges are added, still cheaper to import from to y  than to produce in Y

Situation One country’s manufacturing costs for a product are 10 percent higher than another country’s. Even with tariffs and transportation costs, importing is a less expensive option than local production.

Q国生产收音机的制造成本比Y国低10%。即便加上关税和运输成本，从Q国进口收音机到Y国仍比直接在Y国制造要便宜

Question Stem: Must be true

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following assertions?Reasoning What conclusion can be drawn from this information? Because production costs are 10 percent higher in Country Y than in Country Q, importing radios is less expensive only if the combined costs of tariffs and transportation are less than 10 percent of the manufacturing costs.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Labor costs in Country Q are 10 percent below those in Country Y.(New information)

 A Lower labor costs may explain the lower production costs in Country Q, but there may be a variety of other reasons as well.

(B) Importing radios from Country Q to Country Y will eliminate 10 percent of the manufacturing jobs in Country Y. (New information)

B It is possible that manufacturing jobs would be decreased, but no evidence in the passage leads to that conclusion.

(C) The tariff on a radio imported from Country Q to Country Y is less than 10 percent of the cost of manufacturing the radio in Country Y. Bingo

Y国制造成本是a，Q国是0.9a，那么0.9a+关+运<a，所以关+运<0.1a。

C Correct. This statement properly identifies the point that, for importing to be less expensive, tariffs and transportation costs together must be less than 10 percent of manufacturing costs. Therefore, tariffs alone must be less than 10 percent

(D) The fee for transporting a radio from Country Q to Country Y is more than 10 percent of the cost of manufacturing the radio in Country Q.(could be true)

 D If transportation costs were more than 10 percent, importing would be more expensive, not less.

(E) It takes 10 percent less time to manufacture a radio in Country Q than it does in Country Y.(New information)

 E Less production time may explain the lower costs in Country Q, but there may be a variety of other reasons as well.

MAIN POINT

NOTE: 不要想象说最后一句是结论！

Question Stem:

Which one of the following most accuractely expresses the main conclusion of the argument?

Which one of the following most accuractely expresses the conclusions of the journalist’s argument?

Which one of the following most accuractely restates the main point of the passage?

The main point of argument is that…

正确答案：

Paraphrase： a paraphrase of the conclusion结论的意译

不正确的选项：

不能概括作者的思想

重复题干的前提

避免那些看起来正确却丢失了作者思想答案

New information—这个居多

和原文不符的信息

26. When a polygraph test is judged inconclusive, this is no reflection on the examinee. Rather, such a judgment means that the test has failed to show whether the examinee was truthful or untruthful. Nevertheless, employers will sometimes refuse to hire a job applicant because of an inconclusive polygraph test result.
逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-前提

Background: polygraph test is inconclusive 
Premise:but employers will sometimes refuse to hire a job applicant because of the inconclusive test result.

Situation: Employers sometimes refuse to hire job applicants because of inconclusive polygraph tests, even though inconclusive tests reveal only the failure of the test itself to determine the truthfulness or untruthfulness of the person tested.

Question Stem: must be true-family1-stimulus-->answer

 Which of the following conclusions can most properly be drawn from the information above?

Reasoning: What conclusion can be drawn from this information? Inconclusive polygraph results do not reveal anything about the person tested; they reveal only the failure of the polygraph test. Nevertheless, employers may choose not to hire an applicant whose polygraph test has had an inconclusive result. It is reasonable to conclude that these employers unfairly treat the lack of firm polygraph results as counting against the candidate—not against the polygraph test.
Answer Analysis: 排除法

 (A) Most examinees with inconclusive polygraph test results are in fact untruthful.(和原文不符)

  This statement makes a judgment that is explicitly contradicted in the passage, which states that an inconclusive polygraph result is no reflection on the examinee.

(B) Polygraph tests should not be used by employers in the consideration of job applicants.（和原文不符）

This sweeping conclusion is not as well supported by the passage as is answer choice (C). The passage discusses only inconclusive polygraph results.
(C) An inconclusive polygraph test result is sometimes unfairly held against the examinee.

Correct. Given the information in the passage, one can infer that inconclusive polygraph tests are sometimes used unfairly against job applicants—if one makes the reasonable assumption that judging a job applicant unsuitable is unfair if the judgment is based merely on the failure of a particular technique to provide reliable evidence.
(D) A polygraph test indicating that an examinee is untruthful can sometimes be mistaken.（New information）

The passage is concerned only with inconclusive tests, not cases when the polygraph test is mistaken.
(E) Some employers have refused to consider the results of polygraph tests when evaluating job applicants.（New information）

Information about employers who do not consider polygraph tests is irrelevant to the discussion.

38. Which of the following best completes the passage below?

 

When the products of several competing suppliers are perceived by consumers to be essentially the same, classical economics predicts that price competition will reduce prices to the same minimal levels and all suppliers’ profits to the same minimal levels. Therefore, if classical economics is true, and given suppliers’ desire to make as much profit as possible, it should be expected that .

逻辑链：
Background: consumers perceived that the products of several competing suppliers are the same, economists predicts that prices competition reduce prices to the same minimal levels, so do the suppliers' profits.

Premise: economists true, desire to make as much profit as possible

Conclusion: it should be expected that 

Situation Classical economics holds that prices and profits are minimal when consumers perceive the products of competing suppliers to be the same.

Question Stem: Main Point(结论型 措施目的）
Which of the following best completes the passage below?

Reasoning: According to classical economics, what strategy are suppliers most likely to use to maximize profits in such a situation? The given information states that the force driving prices and profits down in this case is the consumers’ perception that the competing products are essentially the same. It is reasonable to assume that, with prices already at minimal levels, it is not possible to lower them any more. What can be done? The suppliers’ most likely strategy would then be to change the consumers’ perception of their products. It can be expected that an individual supplier would try to convince consumers that its product greatly differs from (and is certainly preferable to) the products of its competitors.

Answer Analysis:

(A) in a crowded market widely differing prices will be charged for products that are essentially the same as each other(和原文不符)

原文中已经说the price is almost same. 

According to classical economics, prices will be reduced by competition to the same minimal levels as long as the products are perceived by consumers to be essentially the same, and nothing indicates that they will not be; therefore there is no reason to believe that prices will differ widely.

 (B) as a market becomes less crowded as suppliers leave, the profits of the remaining suppliers will tend to decrease（New information, 文章将的是the conditions of a crowed market）

 The passage discusses the conditions of a crowded market, not a market that is becoming less crowded.

(C) each supplier in a crowded market will try to convince consumers that its product differs significantly from its competitors’ products.

Correct, 产品和其他竞争者不同，自然吸引买家，获得更好利润
 This statement properly suggests that the most likely strategy for any one supplier in a crowded market is convincing consumers that its product is very different from those of its competitors.

(D) when consumers are unable to distinguish the products in a crowded market, consumers will judge that the higher-priced products are of higher quality (和原文不符)
According to classical economics, prices will be reduced to the same minimal levels when consumers are unable to distinguish among the products; therefore none of the products will be priced higher than any others.

 

(E) suppliers in crowded markets will have more incentive to reduce prices and thus increase sales than to introduce innovations that would distinguish their product from their competitors’ products（New information）

The passage gives no indication of what classical economics says about the attractiveness to suppliers of reducing prices versus introducing innovations.

74. Which of the following most logically completes the argument below? Main point

 

Using broad-spectrum weed killers on weeds that are competing with crops for sunlight, water, and nutrients presents a difficulty: how to keep the crop from being killed along with the weeds. For at least some food crops, specially treated seed that produces plants resistant to weed killers is under development. This resistance wears off as the plants mature. Therefore, the special seed treatment will be especially useful for plants that .

逻辑链：A.B对比

论证结构：前提-前提-结论 

using the spectrum to kill weeds but need to figure out how to protect the corp from damage in the same time. Some treated seed is underdeveloped that will protect certain food corp plants. When the food corp plants mature, the resistance will wear off.

Conclusion: special seed treatment will be helpful for the plant这种抗药性会对某些植物特别有效
Situation A difficulty in using broad-spectrum weed killers is keeping them from killing the food crops along with the weeds. Specially treated seed is being developed that will protect certain food crop plants in their earlier stages of growth.

Question Stem: Main point

Reasoning Which is the best completion for the conclusion? The conclusion is incompletely stated as “Therefore, the special seed treatment will be especially useful for plants that .” The question is what sorts of plants does the passage suggest the seed treatment would be especially useful for. We have been told that this treatment makes the plants resistant to weed killer, but that this resistance wears off when the plant matures. So the treatment will be most useful with plants that are not harmed by weed killer and that suffer no significant disadvantage when the resistance wears off as the plant matures. Choice (C) is the correct answer choice because it describes a sort of plant that can combat weeds and requires no weed killer once the plant matures.

Answer analysis:

(A) produce their crop over an extended period of time, as summer squash does(New Information)

 Given that the seed treatment wears off as the plant matures, it would not be especially useful for plants that produce their crops over an extended period.

(B) produce large seeds that are easy to treat individually, as corn and beans do（New Information）
 We have not been told whether small seeds are more difficult to treat, and so we have no basis to conclude that the special seed treatment would be especially useful for plants that have large seeds that are easy to treat individually. We have also been given no reason to think that it is better to treat seeds individually.

(C) provide, as they approach maturity, shade dense enough to keep weeds from growing（maturity=mature 

 Correct. Plants that, as they approach maturity, produce shade dense enough to keep weeds from growing, would benefit from resistance to weed killer when young and would not need weed killer when they have matured and lost their resistance.

(D) are typically grown in large tracts devoted to a single crop（New information ）

We have been given no reason to think that the seed treatment would be especially useful for plants grown in a large tract devoted to a single crop. For example, why would it be less useful for small tracts with a variety of crops?

 

(E) are cultivated specifically for the seed they produce rather than for their leaves or roots (New information)

     A plant harvested for its roots, fruits, or leaves, rather than for its seeds, would derive no less an advantage from resistance to weed killers in earlier stages of growth.

 91. Environmentalist: The commissioner of the Fish and Game Authority would have the public believe that increases in the number of marine fish caught demonstrate that this resource is no longer endangered. This is a specious argument, as unsound as it would be to assert that the ever-increasing rate at which rain forests are being cut down demonstrates a lack of danger to that resource. The real cause of the increased fish-catch is a greater efficiency in using technologies that deplete resources.

 逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-反结论-前提
authority thinks that the increase of the fish caught indicates that the resource is longer endangered. However, the environmentalist points out that the argument is unsound, because it is likely that increase of rain forest cut down demonstrates a lack of danger to that resource. the real cause of the increased-fish catch is in using technology.

Situation A public official argues that increased catches show that marine fish are no longer endangered. An environmentalist attacks the position and cites technology as the cause of the increased catch.

Question Stem: Main conclusion!

The environmentalist’s statements, if true, best support which of the following as a conclusion?

 Reasoning What conclusion do the environmentalist’s statements support? The environmentalist casts doubt by saying the commissioner would have the public believe that the increased catch shows that the fish are no longer endangered; the phrasing indicates that the environmentalist believes just the reverse. The environmentalist does believe the marine fish are endangered, and, after attacking the commissioner’s argument as specious, or false, and offering an analogy to make that argument look ridiculous, the environmentalist gives an alternate explanation for the increased catch that is consistent with that belief.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The use of technology is the reason for the increasing encroachment of people on nature.（重述题目的前提）

A Although the environmentalist claims that technology causes people’s greater encroachment on nature in this single instance, there is nothing in the argument to suggest that such encroachment caused by technology is a general trend.

(B) It is possible to determine how many fish are in the sea in some way other than by catching fish.（New information）

B The environmentalist’s claims imply that the number of fish caught is not a reliable indicator of how many are left in the ocean but do not give any indication that it is possible to find out by any other means, either.

(C) The proportion of marine fish that are caught is as high as the proportion of rain forest trees that are cut down each year.（和原文不符）

C The environmentalist creates an analogy between fish caught and rain forest trees cut down but does not compare their proportion.

(D) Modern technologies waste resources by catching inedible fish.(New information)

D Nothing about how the fish can be used, including whether they are edible or inedible, plays any role in the environmentalist’s argument.

(E) Marine fish continue to be an endangered resource.

E Correct. This statement properly identifies a conclusion supported by the environmentalist’s statements: The marine fish are endangered.

METHOD OF REASONING

特点：采用题干的信息来找正确答案，任何答案不是在题干中出现过的信息都是错误的

分析argument的逻辑结构

作者如何去形成argument

题干可以包括有效或者无效的理由

Question Stem:

The method of the argument is to…

The argument proceeds by

The argument derives its conclusion by

Which of the following describes the technique of reasoning used above?

Which of the following is an argumentative strategy employed in the argument?

The argument employs which one of the following reasoning technique?

正确答案类型：

错误答案类型：

84. Networks of blood vessels in bats’ wings serve only to disperse heat generated in flight. This heat is generated only because bats flap their wings. Thus paleontologists’ recent discovery that the winged dinosaur Sandactylus had similar networks of blood vessels in the skin of its wings provides evidence for the hypothesis that Sandactylus flew by flapping its wings, not just by gliding.

逻辑链：
Background: bat's wing: network of blood vessels servers to disperse the heat which is generated in flight when flapping their wings.

Premise: because dinosaur S has the same network as the bat does,

Conclusion: paleontologists think that its wing provides evidence that S flew by flapping, rather than gliding.

Situation The network of blood vessels in bats’ wings is compared with a similar structure in the wings of the dinosaur Sandactylus to explain how the dinosaur flew

Question Stem: Method of reasoning

In the passage, the author develops the argument by
Reasoning How is this argument developed? The author first shows that a physical characteristic of bats’ wings is directly related to their style of flight. The author then argues that the similar structure found in the wings of Sandactylus is evidence that the dinosaur had a style of flight similar to that of bats. The structure of this argument is a comparison, or analogy, between a known phenomenon (bats) and an unknown one (Sandactylus).
Answer Analysis:

(A) forming the hypothesis that best explains several apparently conflicting pieces of evidence
A The evidence of the blood vessels in the wings does not conflict with other evidence.

(B) reinterpreting evidence that had been used to support an earlier theory

B The evidence of the blood vessels in the wings is used to support only one theory—that Sandactylus flew by flapping its wings as well as by gliding; no evidence is discussed in relation to any earlier theory.

(C) using an analogy with a known phenomenon to draw a conclusion about an unknown phenomenon

C Correct. This statement properly identifies how the argument compares the wings of bats and of Sandactylus in order to draw a conclusion about how the dinosaur flew.

(D) speculating about how structures observed in present-day creatures might have developed from similar structures in creatures now extinct

D The argument is not about how the structures in the bats developed from the structures in the dinosaurs, but rather about how Sandactylus flew.

(E) pointing out differences in the physiological demands that flight makes on large, as opposed to small, creatures应该相似性才对
E The comparison between bats and Sandactylus points out similarities, not differences.

 

FLAW IN THE REASONING

特点：跟Method of reasoning一样，不过你知道在题干中有问题

采用题干的信息

任何选项不包含题干信息的都是错误

      Flaw中的推理一定是invalid
Question Stem:

题目特点：flaw、reasoning

Which of the following most accurately descryibes a flaw in the argument’s reasoning?

   The reasoning in the argument is most vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that:”
   The reasoning above if flawed because it fails to recognize that:”
A questionable aspect of the reasoning above is that:

正确答案选项：

Paraphrase： what occurred in the stimulus

错误答案选项：
选项的信息不是题干的内容错误

New element

Half right, half wrong

Exaggerated answer

Opposite answer

Reverse answer

8. In virtually any industry, technological improvements increase labor productivity, which is the output of goods and services per person-hour worked. In Parland’s industries, labor productivity is significantly higher than it is in Vergia’s industries. Clearly, therefore, Parland’s industries must, on the whole, be further advanced technologically than Vergia’s are.

逻辑链: 他因导致

论证结构： 前提->结论 

Premise1: technological improvent-->increase labor productivity.

Premise2:  Parland>Vergia (labor productivity)

Conclusion: Parland's industries techology>Vergia's

Situation Technological improvements in nearly every industry increase labor productivity, which is the output of goods and services per person-hour worked. Because labor productivity is significantly higher in Parland than Vergia, Parland’s industries are, in general, more technologically advanced than Vergia’s.

Question Stem: Flawed in reasoning

The argument is most vulnerable to which of the following criticisms?

Reasoning To which criticism is the argument most vulnerable? Though one factor, such as technological advancements, may lead to greater labor productivity, it may not be the only such factor, or even a necessary factor, leading to great labor productivity. Therefore, the mere fact that one region’s labor is more productive than another’s is not sufficient to establish that the former region is more technologically advanced than the latter region is.

Answer Analysis:

(A) It offers a conclusion that is no more than a paraphrase of one of the pieces of information provided in its support.(Opposite)

The conclusion is not merely a paraphrase of the pieces of information provided in its support. Indeed, the problem with the argument is that the conclusion goes too far beyond what the premises merit.
 (B) It presents as evidence in support of a claim information that is inconsistent with other evidence presented in support of the same claim.(New information)

The premises of the argument are not inconsistent with one another.

 (C) It takes one possible cause of a condition to be the actual cause of that condition without considering any other possible causes.

Correct. This accurately describes the flaw in the argument because the reasons given in the argument for its conclusion would be good reasons only if there were no other plausible explanations for Parland’s greater labor productivity.
 (D) It takes a condition to be the effect of something that happened only after the condition already existed.(New information)

The argument does not mention how long Parland has had more productive labor, or when technological improvements would have occurred.
 (E) It makes a distinction that presupposes the truth of the conclusion that is to be established.(New information)

Neither of the premises contains anything that presupposes the conclusion to be true.

100. Debater: The average amount of overtime per month worked by an employee in the manufacturing division of the Haglut Corporation is 14 hours. Most employees of the Haglut Corporation work in the manufacturing division. Furthermore, the average amount of overtime per month worked by any employee in the company generally does not fluctuate much from month to month. Therefore, each month, most employees of the Haglut Corporation almost certainly work at least some overtime.

 逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-前提-结论
Premise1: the average amount of overtime in manufacturing division is 14 hours.

Premise2：most employees work in manufacturing division

Premise3：generally the average amount of overtime worked by the whole employees is not changed fluently.

Conclusion: most employees work some overtime each time. 以偏概全

Situation Most of the employees of the Haglut Corporation work in the manufacturing division, where employees average 14 hours per month in overtime. The average amount of overtime per month for employees at Haglut does not fluctuate much from month to month.

Question Stem: 

The debater’s argument is most vulnerable to criticism on which of these grounds?

 Reasoning What is the argument’s greatest weakness? The argument’s conclusion is that almost certainly each month most of the employees of Haglut work at least some overtime. Answer choice (D) identifies the argument’s greatest weakness because it points out how the conclusion of the argument could be false even if all of the supporting information were true. For example, it could be that less than half of the employees work any overtime at all, but those that do work overtime work much more than 14 hours per month.

Answer Analysis:

(A) It takes for granted that the manufacturing division is a typical division of the corporation with regard to the average amount of overtime its employees work each month.（New information）

 A The argument leaves open the possibility that in some divisions of the corporation, the average monthly overtime of its employees is quite different from 14 hours, even if (as the argument states) that average does not change much from month to month.

(B) It takes for granted that if a certain average amount of overtime is worked each month by each employee of the Haglut Corporation, then approximately the same amount of overtime must be worked each month by each employee of the manufacturing division. Not mentioned(New information)

 B The argument does not assume that there is a monthly amount of overtime worked by each employee of the manufacturing division equivalent to the company-wide average monthly overtime per employee.

(C) It confuses a claim from which the argument’s conclusion about the Haglut Corporation would necessarily follow with a claim that would follow from the argument’s conclusion only with a high degree of probability.(与原文不符)

 C This does not identify a weakness that can be detected in the argument. Since the claims mentioned here are not specified, the passage provides no evidence that clearly indicates that this type of confusion is playing a role in the argument.

(D) It overlooks the possibility that even if, on average, a certain amount of overtime is worked by the members of some group, many members of that group may work no overtime at all. bingo

 D Correct. The argument ignores the possibility that most of the employees of Haglut work no overtime at all in a particular month—which is quite consistent with the argument’s assertion that the average number of monthly overtime hours per employee within the manufacturing division is 14.

(E) It overlooks the possibility that even if most employees of the corporation work some overtime each month, any one corporate employee may, in some months, work no overtime.(Opposite)

 E The possibility described by this is not overlooked by the argument, because this possibility is consistent with the conclusion. It could easily be that most employees of the corporation work some overtime each month—as the conclusion envisions—but that there are always some employees who do not work any overtime.

 

BOLDFACE QUESTIONS

特点： 和method of reasoning一样

题干的结构

黑体部分在题干中的作用

采用的时态要注意

1. Question Stem:

  Which of the following roles in the argument?

  The two boldface portions play which of the following roles?

2. 错误答案类型：

  选项答案在描述不是黑体部分的作用！

18. Hunter: Many people blame hunters alone for the decline in Greenrock National Forest’s deer population over the past ten years. Yet clearly, black bears have also played an important role in this decline. In the past ten years, the forest’s protected black bear population has risen sharply, and examination of black bears found dead in the forest during the deer hunting season showed that a number of them had recently fed on deer.

 逻辑链：

逻辑链：前提-反结论-前提
Situation The hunter claims that hunters have been identified by many people as the sole cause of the decline in Greenrock National Forest’s deer population. But the hunter argues that black bears have also contributed to the deer population decline. Black bears are protected and have increased in number, and they have been found to have fed recently on deer.

Question Stem: boldface

make sure that you know exactly what part of the argument you are being ask about

In the hunter’s argument, the portion in boldface plays which of the following roles?

Reasoning: What role in the argument is played by the hunter’s statement that many people blame hunters alone for the decline in the national forest’s deer population? In this statement, the hunter claims that many people have judged hunters responsible for the decline. The hunter then goes on to offer evidence supporting a different judgment: that hunters are not solely responsible, but that black bears are also to blame.
Answer Analysis:

(A) It is the main conclusion of the argument.（Main conclusion在后面，把其他句子的作用作为黑体部分的作用）

 The hunter’s main conclusion is that black bears have also contributed to the decline in the deer population.

(B) It is a finding that the argument seeks to explain.
The argument seeks to offer a reason for the finding that the deer population has declined, not the finding that people blame hunters for that decline.

(C) It is an explanation that the argument concludes is correct.
The hunter does not conclude that blaming hunters for the decline in the deer population is correct; rather, the hunter suggests that black bears should also be blamed.
(D) It provides evidence in support of the main conclusion of the argument.

The hunter believes that hunters are not solely responsible for the decline in the deer population, so people’s suggestion that they are responsible does not support the hunter’s main conclusion.

(E) It introduces a judgment that the argument opposes.

Correct. The boldfaced statement cites a judgment that the hunter attributes to many people, and that the hunter argues is incorrect. The hunter opposes the judgment that hunters alone are responsible for the decline in the deer population.
28. Last year a record number of new manufacturing jobs were created. Will this year bring another record? Well, a new manufacturing job is created either within an existing company or by the start-up of a new company. Within existing firms, new jobs have been created this year at well below last year’s record pace. At the same time, there is considerable evidence that the number of new companies starting up will be no higher this year than it was last year, and surely the new companies starting up this year will create no more jobs per company than did last year’s start-ups. Clearly, it can be concluded that the number of new jobs created this year will fall short of last year’s record.

逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-前提-前提-中间结论-最后结论
Situation:   The question posed is whether this year will, like last year, see a record number of new manufacturing jobs. Among the evidence presented is the assertion that any new manufacturing job is created by an existing company or as part of the start-up of a new company. New jobs have been created by existing firms at a slower pace than last year. It is unlikely that more new companies will be started up this year than were started last year; further, the argument suggests that this year’s new companies are unlikely to create more jobs per company than did last year’s new companies. For all these reasons, the argument concludes, this year’s job creation will not equal that of last year.
Question Stem: Bold face

In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

Reasoning: What roles do the two portions in boldface play in the argument? The first boldfaced portion states that this year’s new companies will create no more jobs per company than did last year’s new companies. The speaker does not know this for a fact, since it has not yet happened; it is thus a prediction. If it turns out to be the case, it would support the idea that job creation this year will fall short of last year’s—which is, in turn, the conclusion that the argument reaches.
 (A) The first is a prediction that, if accurate, would provide support for the main conclusion of the argument; the second is that main conclusion.

Correct. This statement properly identifies the roles played in the argument by the two portions in boldface.

 (B) The first is a prediction that, if accurate, would provide support for the main conclusion of the argument; the second is a conclusion drawn in order to support that main conclusion.

This properly identifies the role played in the argument by the first portion in boldface. The second is, of course, a conclusion, but it is not drawn in order to support the main conclusion; rather, it is the main conclusion.
 (C) The first is an objection that the argument rejects; the second is the main conclusion of the argument.

This properly identifies the role played by the second portion in boldface. The first portion in boldface, however, states that companies starting up this year will create no more jobs than last year’s start-ups. The argument does not reject this idea; rather, it relies on it.

 (D) The first is an objection that the argument rejects; the second presents a conclusion that could be drawn if that objection were allowed to stand.

The first portion in boldface states that companies starting up this year will create no more jobs than last year’s start-ups. The argument does not reject this idea; rather, it relies on it. The second portion in boldface does present a conclusion, but since the first portion is not an objection, any description that relies on that mischaracterization is in error.

 (E) The first is a claim that has been advanced in support of a position that the argument opposes; the second is a claim advanced in support of the main conclusion of the argument.

The second portion in boldface is not merely a claim; it is, rather, the main conclusion of the argument. The first portion in boldface is a claim, but it is not advanced in support of a position that the argument opposes; rather, it supports the argument’s main conclusion.
63. A prominent investor who holds a large stake in the Burton Tool Company has recently claimed that the company is mismanaged, citing as evidence the company’s failure to slow production in response to a recent rise in its inventory of finished products. It is doubtful whether an investor’s sniping at management can ever be anything other than counterproductive, but in this case it is clearly not justified. It is true that an increased inventory of finished products often indicates that production is outstripping demand, but in Burton’s case it indicates no such thing. Rather, the increase in inventory is entirely attributable to products that have already been assigned to orders received from customers.

逻辑链：Boldface

论证结构：反结论-反前提-结论-背景-前提

Major shareholder claimed that the company is mismanaged because the company fail to slow the production in response to a rise in inventory. the case is not justified.  Instead, the increase in inventory is the products that are needed to distributed to the customers.

Situation An investor states that Burton Tool must be mismanaged because it has failed to slow production in response to increasing inventory of finished products. This criticism is unjustified because the finished inventory has already been assigned to orders received.

Question Stem: Boldface 题，注意黑体句子在原文的作用
In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles?

 Reasoning Which option identifies the roles played by the boldfaced portions? The first boldfaced portion expresses the investor’s claim that the company is mismanaged. The argument asserts, in the second boldfaced portion, that this claim by the investor is unjustified. The passage then goes on to support this assertion.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second provides evidence to undermine the support for the position being opposed.

  The second boldfaced portion does not provide evidence to undermine the support for the position being opposed; instead, it states that this position is unjustified

(B) The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second is evidence that has been used to support the position being opposed.

The second boldfaced portion is not said to have been used as evidence for the position being opposed; instead, it states that this position is unjustified.

(C) The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second states the conclusion of the argument as a whole.

Correct. This option correctly identifies the roles played in the argument by the boldfaced portions.

(D) The first is evidence that has been used to support a position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second provides information to undermine the force of that evidence.

The first boldfaced portion is not evidence for the position being opposed; it is that position.

(E) The first is evidence that has been used to support a position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second states the conclusion of the argument as a whole.

Again, first is not evidence for the position being opposed; it is that position.

76. Although the earliest surviving Greek inscriptions written in an alphabet date from the eighth century B.C., the fact that the text of these Greek inscriptions sometimes runs from right to left and sometimes from left to right indicates that the Greeks adopted alphabetic writing at least two centuries before these inscriptions were produced. After all, the Greeks learned alphabetic writing from the Phoenicians, and presumably, along with the alphabet, they also adopted the then-current Phoenician practice with respect to the direction of text. And although Phoenician writing was originally inconsistent in direction, by the eighth century B.C. Phoenician was consistently written from right to left and had been for about two centuries.

 逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-结论-前提-前提
Situation The oldest surviving Greek inscriptions written in an alphabet are from the eighth century B.C. and run from both left to right and right to left. Therefore, it is likely that the Greeks adopted alphabetic writing at least two centuries before these inscriptions were made. The Greeks adopted their alphabet from the Phoenicians, who wrote in both directions up until two centuries prior to the eighth century.

Question Stem: Boldface！注意理解句子在文中的作用！
In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

 Reasoning What roles do the two boldfaced portions play in the argument? The conclusion of the argument is that the Greeks adopted alphabetic writing at least two centuries before the oldest surviving Greek inscriptions were written in the eighth century B.C. The first and second boldfaced portions work together to support this conclusion.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The first and the second each describe evidence that has been used to challenge the position that the argument seeks to establish.

 

(B) The first is evidence that forms the basis for an objection to the position that the argument seeks to establish; the second is that position.

 

(C) The first is evidence that forms the basis for an objection to the position that the argument seeks to establish; the second is a consideration that is introduced to counter the force of that evidence.

 

(D) The first and the second each provide evidence in support of the position that the argument seeks to establish.

 

(E) The first provides evidence in support of the position that the argument seeks to establish; the second is that position.

 

A The first and second portions are not used to challenge the position the argument seeks to establish, but to support it.

 

B The first is evidence for the conclusion, not for an objection to it; the second is as well.

 

C The first is evidence for the conclusion, not for an objection to it; the second is as well.

 

D Correct. This option correctly identifies the roles played by the boldfaced portions.

 

E The second boldfaced portion is not the conclusion, but evidence for that conclusion.

 

78. In countries where automobile insurance includes compensation for whiplash injuries sustained in automobile accidents, reports of having suffered such injuries are twice as frequent as they are in countries where whiplash is not covered. Presently, no objective test for whiplash exists, so it is true that spurious reports of whiplash injuries cannot be readily identified. Nevertheless, these facts do not warrant the conclusion drawn by some commentators that in the countries with the higher rates of reported whiplash injuries, half of the reported cases are spurious. Clearly, in countries where automobile insurance does not include compensation for whiplash, people often have little incentive to report whiplash injuries that they actually have suffered.
逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-结论-前提
报告指出，那些遭遇事故的车子保险里有包括whiplash injury颈椎过度屈伸损伤的条款申报这injury的比那些保险没包括这injury的人要多两倍!

However, no objective test is exists, thus it cannot be identified. However, it cannot be warrant that half of the cases are skeptical, Because, some of the people who suffer kind of injury have little incentive to report, for the insurance did not include kind of term.

Situation Reported whiplash injuries are twice as common in countries where car insurance companies pay compensation for such injuries as they are in countries where insurance companies do not. Although there is no objective test for whiplash, this does not mean, as some suggest, that half of the reports of such injuries are fake. It could simply be that where insurance will not pay for such injuries, people are less inclined to report them.

Question Stem: Boldface!

In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles?

Reasoning What roles do the two boldfaced portions play in the argument? The first portion tells us about the correlation between reported cases of whiplash in countries and the willingness of insurance companies in those countries to compensate for whiplash injuries. The argument next states that whiplash is difficult to objectively verify. The argument then asserts that although this last fact, taken together with the first boldfaced portion, has led some to infer that over half of the reported cases in countries with the highest whiplash rates are spurious, such an inference is unwarranted. The second boldfaced portion then helps to explain why such an inference is not necessarily warranted by offering an alternative explanation.

(A) The first is a claim that the argument disputes; the second is a conclusion that has been based on that claim.

 

(B) The first is a claim that has been used to support a conclusion that the argument accepts; the second is that conclusion.
 

(C) The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion for which the argument provides further evidence; the second is the main conclusion of the argument.

 

(D) The first is a finding whose implications are at issue in the argument; the second is a claim presented in order to argue against deriving certain implications from that finding.

 

(E) The first is a finding whose accuracy is evaluated in the argument; the second is evidence presented to establish that the finding is accurate.

 

A The claim made in the first boldfaced portion is never disputed in the argument; at dispute is how to account for the fact that this claim is true. The second is not the argument’s conclusion.

 

B In a manner of speaking, perhaps, the argument uses the first portion to support its conclusion; but there is no indication that it has been used elsewhere to do so. In any case, the second boldfaced portion is not the argument’s conclusion.

 

C The first has been used to support a conclusion that the argument rejects; the second boldfaced portion is not the argument’s conclusion.

 

D Correct. This option correctly identifies the roles played in the argument by the boldfaced portions.

 

E The accuracy of the first boldfaced portion is never questioned in the argument; nor is the second intended to somehow help show that the first is accurate. Rather, the argument assumes that the first portion is accurate.

 

89. Since it has become known that several of a bank’s top executives have been buying shares in their own bank, the bank’s depositors, who had been worried by rumors that the bank faced impending financial collapse, have been greatly relieved. They reason that, since top executives evidently have faith in the bank’s financial soundness, those worrisome rumors must be false. Such reasoning might well be overoptimistic, however, since corporate executives have been known to buy shares in their own company in a calculated attempt to dispel negative rumors about the company’s health.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-反前提-结论-前提
depositors have relieved when the bank's executives have bought shares in their own bank, because it indicates that executives are in confidence in the bank's financial soundness. However, the reasoning might be overoptimistic because they executives bought the shares in order to dispel the negative rumors.

Situation Top executives at a bank that has been rumored to be in financial trouble have been buying shares in the bank. Bank depositors see this as a good sign, because they believe that it indicates that the executives have faith in the bank. However, corporate executives sometimes do this just to dispel rumors about a company’s health.

Question Stem: Boldface题！
In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles?

 Reasoning What is the role that the two boldfaced portions play in the argument? The first boldfaced portion states that bank executives are buying bank shares, which the passage indicates is taken by bank depositors to be evidence of the executives’ faith in the bank. The passage then tells us what some have inferred from this, and finally offers in the second boldfaced statement evidence that undermines this inference.

(A) The first describes evidence that has been taken as supporting a conclusion; the second gives a reason for questioning that support.

 A Correct. This option correctly identifies the roles played by the boldfaced portions

(B) The first describes evidence that has been taken as supporting a conclusion; the second states a contrary conclusion that is the main conclusion of the argument.

 B This correctly describes the first statement’s role, but the second statement is not offered as a conclusion—no evidence is given for it; rather it is evidence for something else.

(C) The first provides evidence in support of the main conclusion of the argument; the second states that conclusion.
 C Again, the second statement is not offered as a conclusion; no evidence is given for it.

(D) The first describes the circumstance that the argument as a whole seeks to explain; the second gives the explanation that the argument seeks to establish.

D The second statement is not itself offered as an explanation of why these bank executives are investing in the bank; if it were, that would mean that the bank executives are doing so because corporate executives are known to do such things in a calculated effort to dispel worries. Furthermore the argument does not conclude that this other explanation (which the boldfaced portion points to) is correct, only that the one inferred by depositors may not be.

 (E) The first describes the circumstance that the argument as a whole seeks to explain; the second provides evidence in support of the explanation that the argument seeks to establish.
 E Again, the argument is not so much seeking to establish an explanation of its own as it is trying to undermine that inferred by the depositors.

98. Delta Products Inc. has recently switched at least partly from older technologies using fossil fuels to new technologies powered by electricity. The question has been raised whether it can be concluded that for a given level of output Delta’s operation now causes less fossil fuel to be consumed than it did formerly. The answer, clearly, is yes, since the amount of fossil fuel used to generate the electricity needed to power the new technologies is less than the amount needed to power the older technologies, provided level of output is held constant.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-结论-前提

 Situation Delta switched from technologies using fossil fuels to ones using electricity. It has been asked whether this results in less fossil fuel used per level of output. The answer is that it does.

In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles?

 Reasoning What roles do the two boldfaced portions play in the argument? The first boldfaced statement is simply asserted by the passage. But the second boldfaced statement, when it is first introduced, is not asserted to be true, but rather is identified as something that might be inferred from the first statement. By the end of the passage the argument concludes that the second statement is true.

(A) The first identifies the content of the conclusion of the argument; the second provides support for that conclusion.调换了
 A This option simply reverses the roles that the statements play in the argument.

(B) The first provides support for the conclusion of the argument; the second identifies the content of that conclusion.

 

B Correct. This option identifies the roles the boldfaced portions play.

(C) The first states the conclusion of the argument; the second calls that conclusion into question. 第一个只是support，原文结尾才是conclusion， 第二个也不是call into question
 C Nothing in the passage is intended to support the first statement; and the second statement is not supposed to call the first into question.

(D) The first provides support for the conclusion of the argument; the second calls that conclusion into question.

 D This correctly identifies the role of the first statement, but the second boldfaced portion does not call the argument’s conclusion into question—it is part of a sentence that refers to the question whether that conclusion can be drawn from the first statement.

(E) Each provides support for the conclusion of the argument.（Half right,half wrong）

 E Again, this is only half right. The second boldfaced portion is not offered as support for the conclusion; if it were offered as such support, the argument would be guilty of circular reasoning, since the second boldfaced portion states exactly what the argument concludes.

116. Scientists typically do their most creative work before the age of forty. It is commonly thought that this happens because aging by itself brings about a loss of creative capacity. However, studies show that of scientists who produce highly creative work beyond the age of forty, a disproportionately large number entered their field at an older age than is usual. Since by the age of forty the large majority of scientists have been working in their field for at least fifteen years, the studies’ finding strongly suggests that the real reason why scientists over forty rarely produce highly creative work is not that they have aged but rather that scientists over forty have generally spent too long in their field.

 逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-反前提--前提-结论

Generally,scientists do their creative job before 40 because aging brings the loss of creativity. However, studies show that the number of scientist doing their creative jobs beyond 40 is disproportionately greater, since they have spent a longtime in their field.

Situation It is generally thought that the reason scientists tend to do their most creative work before age forty is that creative capacity declines with age. Yet those scientists who do creative work after forty tend, disproportionately, to have started their careers in science later in life. So a better explanation is that many scientists over forty have just been at it too long.

Question Stem: Boldface

In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

Reasoning What roles do the two portions of the argument that are in boldface play? The argument describes a phenomenon and what is commonly thought to explain it. Then, the first boldfaced statement introduces evidence that suggests that there may be another explanation. After this evidence is further developed, the argument then concludes that there is indeed a better explanation for the phenomenon; that explanation is stated in the second boldfaced portion. 

Answer Analysis:

The first is a claim, the accuracy of which is at issue in the argument; the second is a conclusion drawn on the basis of that claim.

A The accuracy of the first statement is never called into question by the argument; rather, it is relied upon as the basis for the argument’s conclusion.

The first is an objection that has been raised against a position defended in the argument; the second is that position.

B The first statement is not an objection against the position the argument defends; instead, it is a basis for that position.

The first is evidence that has been used to support an explanation that the argument challenges; the second is that explanation.

C The first statement is not used to support a position the argument challenges, and the second statement is the explanation the argument supports, not the one it challenges.

The first is evidence that has been used to support an explanation that the argument challenges; the second is a competing explanation that the argument favors.

D The second statement is indeed an explanation that the argument favors; but the first statement is not used to support a competing explanation that the argument challenges.

 (E) The first provides evidence to support an explanation that the argument favors; the second is that explanation.

 E Correct. This option correctly identifies the roles played by the boldfaced portions of the argument.

 

The correct answer is E.
 123. Museums that house Renaissance oil paintings typically store them in environments that are carefully kept within narrow margins of temperature and humidity to inhibit any deterioration. Laboratory tests have shown that the kind of oil paint used in these paintings actually adjusts to climatic changes quite well. If, as some museum directors believe, paint is the most sensitive substance in these works, then by relaxing the standards for temperature and humidity control, museums can reduce energy costs without risking damage to these paintings. Museums would be rash to relax those standards, however, since results of preliminary tests indicate that gesso, a compound routinely used by Renaissance artists to help paint adhere to the canvas, is unable to withstand significant variations in humidity.

逻辑题：

Situation Museums house Renaissance paintings under strictly controlled climatic conditions to prevent deterioration. This is costly. But the paint in these works actually adjusts well to climate changes. On the other hand, another compound routinely used in these paintings, gesso, does not react well to changes in humidity.

Question Stem:

In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

Reasoning What roles do the two boldfaced statements play in the argument? The first statement is not asserted by the author of the argument, but rather attributed as a belief to some museum directors. What the argument itself asserts is that IF this belief is true THEN the second boldfaced statement is true. But the argument then goes on to offer evidence that the first statement is false and so concludes that museum directors would be ill-advised to assume that the second statement was true.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The first is an objection that has been raised against the position taken by the argument; the second is the position taken by the argument.

 

(B) The first is the position taken by the argument; the second is the position that the argument calls into question.

 

(C) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support of the position that the argument calls into question; the second is a circumstance on which that judgment is, in part, based.（Reverse）

 

(D) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support of the position that the argument calls into question; the second is that position.

 

(E) The first is a claim that the argument calls into question; the second is the position taken by the argument.

 

A This option mistakenly claims that the argument adopts the second statement as its position, calls this position into question.

 

B Rather than adopting the first statement, the argument offers evidence that calls it into question.

 

C This option contends that the first statement is a judgment that is based on the second; in fact the opposite is true.

 

D Correct. This option properly identifies the roles the two portions in boldface play in the argument.

 

E While the argument does call the first statement into question, it also calls the second statement into question.

PARALLEL REASONING

Question Stem:

Which one of the following is most closely parallel in its reasoning to the reasoning in the argument above?

Exhibits a pattern of reasoning most similar to that exhibited by the argument above?

most similar in its logical features/in its pattern of the reasoning?

Parallel Flaw reasoning

The flawed reasoning in which one of the following is most similar to the flowed

The questionable pattern of reasoning in which one of the following is most similar to..?

解决思路：

检查每个题干的信息，不是每一个都要平行，例如题干的主题是空的，答案不用跟着

前提和结论的顺序并不影响逻辑关系，题干怎样，答案不必跟着

如何排除答案

Reasoning的方式

结论是否符合

前提

题干是否有据validity

和题干信息一样，但用同义词的不要排除

语言自身的积极和消极，只要意思和题干一样，采用的语气怎样无大碍

FAMILY2

特点：帮助作者的论据或者陈述（Argument or statement）

题干有漏洞，从选项推回题干

   ASSUMPTION

   特点： 

        Assumption必须是原文已有证据点的补充，其内容也和原文一致

        ASSUMPTION是结论成立的必要条件，必要条件不成立（假命题），则结论也不成立。这就是为何ASSUMPTION的正确选项取非，结论必不成立的原因。一句话，选项取非的含义就是找选项的假命题（或者叫假判断）（因为原文是假设选项是真）
Question Stem:

“The argument in the passage depends on which of the following assumptions?”
“The argument above assumes that...”
“The conclusion above is based on which of the following assumptions?”
“Which of the following is an assumption made in drawing the conclusion above?”
“The conclusion of the argument above cannot be true unless which of the following is true?”
Assumption-fill in blank

….because

….is the fact that

…is that

…since

正确的答案

检查答案是否正确，将答案取非，能让结论不成立的就是正确的

正确答案不会有不相关的信息

错误答案类型

选项包含could be true, additional unnecessary information，extraneous information都是错误的

别认为看到at least one或者at least some这类字眼的时候就觉得正确，要用取非

来检验

避免答案里带有例如the main factor, the primary purpose之类the most important 

consideration的东西

ASSUMPTION的角色

Supporter-补充论据的漏洞

Defender-消除削弱结论，有可能冲击到题干结论的信息都被消灭，消灭外因

21. In recent years, many cabinetmakers have been winning acclaim as artists. But since furniture must be useful, cabinetmakers must exercise their craft with an eye to the practical utility of their product. For this reason, cabinetmaking is not art.

逻辑链：
Premise: furniture useful, cabinetmakers exercise their crafts with their eyes

Conclusion: cabinetmaking is not art.

Situation: Cabinetmaking is not art because furniture must be made with an eye to its usefulness.

Question Stem: Assumption-support model—>Supporter->usefulness和art缺漏洞

Family2-from answer to stimulus-that is necessary for the argument to be true.

Which of the following is an assumption that supports drawing the conclusion above from the reason given for that conclusion?

Reasoning: What assumption is made in the argument? The argument claims that cabinetmakers, when making furniture, must take usefulness into account. It concludes that cabinetmaking is not art. However, the reasoning has a gap: Some information that is not explicitly stated is needed to make the argument succeed. This need for additional information can be met, at least in part, by adding an assumption such as this: Nothing created with a view to its usefulness is a work of art.

 Answer analysis:

(A) Some furniture is made to be placed in museums, where it will not be used by anyone.（unnecessary information）

The destination of the object after its creation is not the issue

(B) Some cabinetmakers are more concerned than others with the practical utility of the products they produce.(extraneous information)

The extent to which some cabinetmakers actually consider utility is irrelevant, since the reasoning claims that utility must be considered in the successful manufacture of furniture.

(C) Cabinetmakers should be more concerned with the practical utility of their products than they currently are.(extraneous information)
The argument primarily concerns truly successful cabinetmaking, whether it is art or not, and the role utility plays in (successful) cabinetmaking. It does not address the issue of whether or not current cabinetmakers give adequate consideration to utility or whether or not today’s cabinetmakers produce truly successful and useful furniture.
(D) An object is not an art object if its maker pays attention to the object’s practical utility.

Correct. This option, unlike the other four, provides information that helps fill the gap in the argument.
(E) Artists are not concerned with the monetary value of their products.(extraneous information)

The issue of monetary value is not raised at all in the argument.
41. Installing scrubbers in smokestacks and switching to cleaner-burning fuel are the two methods available to Northern Power for reducing harmful emissions from its plants. Scrubbers will reduce harmful emissions more than cleaner-burning fuels will. Therefore, by installing scrubbers, Northern Power will be doing the most that can be done to reduce harmful emissions from its plants.

设想：A&B比较，因为A在某方面比B，所以A>B好，a在单用方面比A+B好～

逻辑链：
Background: Installing scrubbers and switching to cleaner-burning fuel are the ways to reduce harmful emissions from its plants

Premise: scrubbers is better than cleaner-buring fuels

Conclusion: NP will be doing the most to reduce emission by installing scrubbers.

Situation A power plant can reduce emissions by installing scrubbers and also by switching to cleaner-burning fuel; installing scrubbers reduces emissions more than switching fuels. By installing scrubbers, the company is doing the most that it can do.

Question Stem:( Assumption) 答案取非，结论不成立
Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

Reasoning: The assumption will be a statement that has to be true in order for the argument’s premises to provide a solid reason for believing its conclusion. Here, the conclusion that the company is doing the most that it can do is based on believing that choosing one or the other of the two options will be more effective than choosing both options together. This argument assumes, then, that installing the scrubbers alone is just as effective as both installing scrubbers and switching to cleaner-burning fuel.

(A) Switching to cleaner-burning fuel will not be more expensive than installing scrubbers.（extraneous information）

 文章在讲effectiveness的问题，与价格多少无关
A The relative costs of the two options indicate nothing about whether by installing scrubbers the company will have done the most that it can to reduce harmful emissions.

(B) Northern Power can choose from among various kinds of scrubbers, some of which are more effective than others. (unnecessary information)

Even if the company installs the most efficient scrubbers, it may be that there is more that Northern Power could do to reduce harmful emissions.

 (C) Northern Power is not necessarily committed to reducing harmful emissions from its plants.

 Even if the company is fully committed to reducing harmful emissions, it could be that installing scrubbers is the most it can do to reduce harmful emissions.

(D) Harmful emissions from Northern Power’s plants cannot be reduced more by using both methods together than by the installation of scrubbers alone.

 Correct. If harmful emissions could be reduced even more by using both methods, then installing scrubbers alone will not be the most that the company can do to reduce harmful emissions.答案取非后，原结论就不成立
(E) Aside from harmful emissions from the smokestacks of its plants, the activities of Northern Power do not cause significant air pollution.（unnecessary information）
Even if this were not assumed and the company’s other activities did cause significant air pollution, it could still be that installing scrubbers is the most that the company can do to reduce harmful emissions from its plants; perhaps any of its other activities that do cause significant air pollution have nothing to do with its plants—for example, pollution coming from trucks the company uses.

46. If the county continues to collect residential trash at current levels, landfills will soon be overflowing and parkland will need to be used in order to create more space. Charging each household a fee for each pound of trash it puts out for collection will induce residents to reduce the amount of trash they create; this charge will therefore protect the remaining county parkland.

逻辑链：

论证结构：背景-前提-结论

Background: continues to collect residential trash lead to overflow the landfills and parkland will need to be used.

Premise: charging a fee for each pound of trash will induce residents to reduce the amount of trash they crease

Conclusion: the charge protect the remaining parkland

Situation Landfills will overflow and parkland will have to be used instead if current trash collection levels continue. Charging fees per pound of trash collected will inhibit trash growth and protect parkland.

Question Stem:(assumption-措施目的型—>supporter)
Which of the following is an assumption made in drawing the conclusion above?

 Reasoning：What assumption underlies the conclusion? The assumption will be a statement that has to be true in order for the argument’s premises to provide a solid reason for believing its conclusion. To reach the conclusion that the plan will protect the parkland, the argument must assume that county residents will comply with the new fee, reducing both the trash they generate and the need to convert parkland to landfills. It is assumed that residents will not resort to some illegal means of avoiding the new fee, and it is certainly assumed that they will not contribute to the destruction of parklands by dumping trash in them illegally.
Answer Analysis:

(A) Residents will reduce the amount of trash they put out for collection by reducing the number of products they buy.(extraneous information)

 Even though the fee may indirectly have this effect, the argument need not assume that it will; perhaps residents will continue to buy as much, but will make longer use of the product, or recycle it.

(B) The collection fee will not significantly affect the purchasing power of most residents, even if their households do not reduce the amount of trash they put out.（答案取非后，结论成立）
The argument would be stronger if this were assumed NOT to be true.

 

(C) The collection fee will not induce residents to dump their trash in the parklands illegally.（collection fee-parkland）

Correct. This statement properly identifies the fact that the argument rests on the assumption that the fee will not create illegal dumping.

(D) The beauty of county parkland is an important issue for most of the county’s residents. (extraneous) 

The argument need not assume this, and nothing in the argument indicates that it does. Financial incentives could be enough to make the desired outcome happen even if residents are indifferent to the parkland’s beauty.

(E) Landfills outside the county’s borders could be used as dumping sites for the county’s trash.（unnecessary information）
The argument assumes that residents will reduce the amount of trash that they create, not that they will find other places to dispose of it.

48. Although computers can enhance people’s ability to communicate, computer games are a cause of underdeveloped communication skills in children. After-school hours spent playing computer games are hours not spent talking with people. Therefore, children who spend all their spare time playing these games have less experience in interpersonal communication than other children have.

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-结论
Premise1： computer games hinders the children to develop communication skill

Premise2: after-school hours spent playing games are not spent talking with people

Conclusion: children who spend all their spare time playing these games have less experience in interpersonal communication than other children have.

Situation Spending after-school hours playing computer games does not enhance communication skills because children are not talking with other people during this time. Children who spend all their spare time playing computer games do not have as much interpersonal communication as other children do.

Question Stem: (Assumption)

The argument depends on which of the following assumptions?

 Reasoning What assumption does this argument depend on? The unstated assumption in an argument will be a statement that has to be true in order for the argument’s premises to provide a solid reason for believing its conclusion. Here, playing computer games is said to replace talking with people. Thus the argument assumes that children who do not spend all their spare time playing computer games instead spend at least some of that time talking with people.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Passive activities such as watching television and listening to music do not hinder the development of communication skills in children.（extraneous information）

 This need not be assumed. The argument is not committed to any claim about the effects that watching television or listening to music may have on the development of communication skills in children.

(B) Most children have other opportunities, in addition to after-school hours, in which they can choose whether to play computer games or to interact with other people.(extraneous information)
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(C) Children who do not spend all of their after-school hours playing computer games spend at least some of that time talking with other people.(talking

 Correct. This statement properly identifies the assumption on which the argument is based.

(D) Formal instruction contributes little or nothing to children’s acquisition of communication skills.(additional unnecessary information)

This could be false and the argument could still be sound; perhaps children who spend all their spare time playing computer games receive no formal instruction.

(E) The mental skills developed through playing computer games do not contribute significantly to children’s intellectual development.(unnecessary information)

 This could be false and the argument could still be sound as long as the intellectual development the games contribute to does not contribute to the development of communication skills.

77. A recent report determined that although only 3 percent of drivers on Maryland highways equipped their vehicles with radar detectors, 33 percent of all vehicles ticketed for exceeding the speed limit were equipped with them. Clearly, drivers who equip their vehicles with radar detectors are more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than are drivers who do not. 

逻辑链：(supporter-有漏洞)

论证结构： 前提-》结论 speedXdivers with radar detectors
Premise: only 3% drivers equipped their car with radar detectors. but 33% cars equipped with detectors were ticketed.

Conclusion: drivers who equipped their with detectors tend to exceed the speed than are drivers who do not.

Situation Although only 3 percent of drivers on Maryland’s highways have radar detectors in their vehicles, 33 percent of vehicles recently ticketed for driving over the speed limit on Maryland highways have had radar detectors. Drivers who have radar detectors are thus more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than drivers who do not.

Question Stem: Assumption!

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

 Reasoning What assumption must be true for the conclusion to be drawn? The argument moves from a particular example, that is, the percentage of vehicles ticketed for exceeding the speed limit that were equipped with radar detectors, to a generalization about the regular driving behaviors of all drivers who have radar detectors in their vehicles. The reasoning links the example to the generalization with an assumption. What can the assumption be? Only if the drivers ticketed in this instance are assumed to make a regular habit of exceeding the speed limit can the conclusion be drawn that drivers with radar detectors are more likely to do so regularly than drivers who are not ticketed.

(A) Drivers who equip their vehicles with radar detectors are less likely to be ticketed for exceeding the speed limit than are drivers who do not.和原文的内容不符
 While this statement about being ticketed may be true, the conclusion pertains to the recurrent exceeding of the speed limit, so this statement is not relevant.

(B) Drivers who are ticketed for exceeding the speed limit are more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than are drivers who are not ticketed.Bingo

 Correct. This statement properly identifies the conclusion’s necessary assumption about ticketed drivers’ being more likely to drive in excess of the speed limit than nonticketed drivers.

(C) The number of vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit was greater than the number of vehicles that were equipped with radar detectors.(extraneous information)

 C This statement is about the number of vehicles ticketed, not about the regular habits of drivers, so it is not assumed for the conclusion.

(D) Many of the vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit were ticketed more than once in the time period covered by the report.（unnecessary information）

 While this additional information could help support the conclusion, it is not a necessary assumption in the conclusion because it is about the particular example of the drivers in Maryland, not about drivers’ habits in general.

(E) Drivers on Maryland highways exceeded the speed limit more often than did drivers on other state highways not covered in the report.(extraneous information）
E Learning that Maryland drivers are not representative of other drivers undermines the conclusion about all drivers, so it is clearly not assumed.

83. Many people suffer an allergic reaction to certain sulfites, including those that are commonly added to wine as preservatives. However, since there are several winemakers who add sulfites to none of the wines they produce, people who would like to drink wine but are allergic to sulfites can drink wines produced by these winemakers without risking an allergic reaction to sulfites.

逻辑链：

论证结构： 前提-前提-结论-Supporter
Background: Many people suffer an allergic reaction to sulfite, and it is often added into the wine as a preservative

Premise: several winemakers add it into the wine

Conclusion: people can drink them without any risks to allergy.

Situation People who are allergic to certain sulfites can avoid risking an allergic reaction by drinking wine from one of the several producers that does not add sulfites.

Question Stem: Assumption

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

Reasoning On what assumption does the argument depend? Drinking wine to which no sulfites have been added will not prevent exposure to sulfites if, for instance, sulfites occur naturally in wines. In particular, if the wines that do not have sulfites added have sulfites present naturally in quantities sufficient to produce an allergic reaction, drinking these wines will not prevent an allergic reaction. The argument therefore depends on assuming that this is not the case.

Answer Analysis:

(A) These winemakers have been able to duplicate the preservative effect produced by adding sulfites by means that do not involve adding any potentially allergenic substances to their wine.(Extraneous information)

A The argument does not require this because the conclusion does not address allergic reactions to substances other than sulfites.

(B) Not all forms of sulfite are equally likely to produce the allergic reaction.绝对的词语错误！！原文提及到的是certain sulfites.(Exaggerated)

B The argument specifically refers to “certain sulfites” producing allergic reactions. It is entirely compatible with certain other forms of sulfites not producing allergic reactions in anyone.

(C) Wine is the only beverage to which sulfites are commonly added.(Unnecessary information)
C This is irrelevant. The argument does not claim that one can avoid having an allergic reaction to sulfites from any source just by restricting one’s wine consumption to those varieties to which no sulfites have been added.

(D) Apart from sulfites, there are no substances commonly present in wine that give rise to an allergic reaction.（原文只是讲到了sulfites，其他substances都没讲！extraneous information）
Once again, the argument’s conclusion does not address allergic reactions to substances other than sulfites in wine.

(E) Sulfites are not naturally present in the wines produced by these winemakers in amounts large enough to produce an allergic reaction in someone who drinks these wines.

 E Correct. The argument relies on this assumption.

93. Commentator: The theory of trade retaliation 贸易制裁states that countries closed out of any of another country’s markets should close some of their own markets to the other country in order to pressure the other country to reopen its markets. If every country acted according to this theory, no country would trade with any other.

逻辑链：措施-条件

论证结构：前提-结论
Situation The theory of trade retaliation is explained as the action and reaction of closing markets between trading nations; no country would ever trade with another, the observation is offered, if every country acted according to the theory.

评论员：贸易制裁是指如果A国对B国关闭了某个市场，那么B国应对A国施压，关闭另一个市场，迫使A国重新开放关闭的市场。如果所有国家都依照这种方法互相制裁，那么哪个国家都无法再和别国进行贸易了。

Question Stem: Assumption 一个巴掌拍不响！

The commentator’s argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

 Reasoning What assumption underlies this argument? What makes the commentator conclude that no country would be trading if the theory were operative? The commentator must perceive of some condition as a given here. The argument assumes an initial action, a country’s closing of a market to a trading partner, that is followed by a reaction, the retaliatory closing of a market by that partner. In this unending pattern of action-reaction, at least one of the two countries must have a market closed to the other.

Answer Analysis:

(A) No country actually acts according to the theory of trade retaliation.（Exaggerated information）

A The argument does not assume that no country acts according to the theory, just that not all countries do so.

(B) No country should block any of its markets to foreign trade.（exaggerated information）

B The commentator’s argument is about what the theory of trade retaliation predicts, not about what trade policies countries ought to follow, and a statement about the latter is not an assumption for the former.

(C) Trade disputes should be settled by international tribunal.（Extraneous information）
C This alternative scenario—trade disputes settled by international tribunal rather than by trade retaliation—plays no role in the argument.

(D) For any two countries, at least one has some market closed to the other.（一个巴掌拍不响）

D Correct. This statement properly identifies the assumption required to create the never-ending action-reaction pattern.

(E) Countries close their markets to foreigners to protect domestic producers.（unnecessary information）

E The argument does not pertain to countries’ initial reasons for closing their markets to foreign trade, only to the consequences of doing so.

96. Although parapsychology is often considered a pseudoscience, it is in fact a genuine scientific enterprise, for it uses scientific methods such as controlled experiments and statistical tests of clearly stated hypotheses to examine the questions it raises.

 逻辑链：结论-前提-supporter
Parapsychology is considered as a pseudoscience, but actually it is a genuine scientific enterprise because it uses scientific method to examine the question it raises. 

Situation The argument states that parapsychology is a genuine science because it uses scientific methods.

Question Stem: 

The conclusion above is properly drawn if which of the following is assumed?

Reasoning What assumption does the argument make? The argument asserts that parapsychology is a science, for it uses scientific methods. The argument thus assumes that the use of scientific methods proves that a field of study is a genuine science. 

Answer Analysis:

(A) If a field of study can conclusively answer the questions it raises, then it is a genuine science.（原文examine，not answer）

 A The argument is based on an assumption about how the questions are investigated rather than on how well they are answered.

(B) Since parapsychology uses scientific methods, it will produce credible results.(Extaneous information)

 B The argument is not about whether the results are credible, so this assumption is irrelevant.

(C) Any enterprise that does not use controlled experiments and statistical tests is not genuine science.(unnessary information,detail和generalization)

 C The argument does not concern what is not genuine science, so there is no need for this assumption.

(D) Any field of study that employs scientific methods is a genuine scientific enterprise.Bingo

D Correct. This statement properly identifies the argument’s assumption that the use of scientific method is sufficient to make an enterprise genuine science. 

(E) Since parapsychology raises clearly statable questions, they can be tested in controlled experiments.(extraneous information)
E This assumption does not make the connection required by the argument between the use of scientific methods and a field of study’s status as genuine science.

106. Exposure to certain chemicals commonly used in elementary schools as cleaners or pesticides causes allergic reactions in some children. Elementary school nurses in Renston report that the proportion of schoolchildren sent to them for treatment of allergic reactions to those chemicals has increased significantly over the past ten years. Therefore, either Renston’s schoolchildren have been exposed to greater quantities of the chemicals, or they are more sensitive to them than schoolchildren were ten years ago.

逻辑链：现象解释-原因-结论（supporter无另外原因）

论证结构：前提-前提-结论
the use of cleaners or pesticides containing chemicals causes allergic reaction to certain children. Report indicates that more children sent to hospital for treatment of allergic reaction has increased. Thus, the reason of the increasing number of treatment is either the chemicals or the sensibility of children.

Situation Some children have allergic reactions to some of the chemicals commonly used in elementary schools as cleaners and pesticides. The number of children sent to elementary school nurses in Renston for allergic reactions to such chemicals has risen significantly over the past ten years.

Question Stem:

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

Reasoning What must the argument assume? The argument’s conclusion presents just two alternatives: either the children are exposed to more of the chemicals than children in earlier years, or they are more sensitive. But there is a third possible explanation for the significant increase in school-nurse visits that the school nurses have reported: that children are just more inclined to go to the school nurse when they experience an allergic reaction than were children several years ago. For the conclusion to follow from its premises, the argument must assume that this is not the correct explanation. 

Answer Analysis:

(A) The number of school nurses employed by Renston’s elementary schools has not decreased over the past ten years.(Extraneous information)
A If the number of elementary school nurses in Renston elementary schools had decreased over the past ten years, that would in no way explain the rise in the proportion of children reporting to school nurses for allergic reactions.

 (B) Children who are allergic to the chemicals are no more likely than other children to have allergies to other substances.（extraneous information）

B Only school-nurse visits for allergic reactions to the cleaners and pesticides used in elementary schools are in question in the argument. Of course there could be school-nurse visits for allergic reactions to other things, but that issue does not arise in the argument.

 (C) Children who have allergic reactions to the chemicals are not more likely to be sent to a school nurse now than they were ten years ago.（Bingo,排除他因）

C Correct. This can be seen by considering whether the argument would work if we assume that this were false, i.e., that a school-nurse visit is more likely in such cases. As noted above, this provides an alternative to the two explanations that the conclusion claims are the sole possibilities.

 (D) The chemicals are not commonly used as cleaners or pesticides in houses and apartment buildings in Renston. (extraneous information)
D This does not need to be assumed by the argument. The argument’s conclusion suggests that children may in recent years have had greater exposure to the chemicals, not that this exposure has occurred exclusively in the schools. The argument does not rely on this latter assumption.

 (E) Children attending elementary school do not make up a larger proportion of Renston’s population now than they did ten years ago.（extraneous information）
 E The argument does not need to make this assumption. The argument is framed in terms of proportions of children having school-nurse visits for certain allergic reactions. How many children there are or what proportion such children are of Renston’s total population is not directly relevant to the argument.

 113. The average hourly wage of television assemblers in Vernland has long been significantly lower than that in neighboring Borodia. Since Borodia dropped all tariffs on Vernlandian televisions three years ago, the number of televisions sold annually in Borodia has not changed. However, recent statistics show a drop in the number of television assemblers in Borodia. Therefore, updated trade statistics will probably indicate that the number of televisions Borodia imports annually from Vernland has increased.

 逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-前提-结论

在Vernland的电视装配工的平均工资比在Borodia的要低好多，因为三年前Borodian减低了对V国电视的关税，每年在B国电视机销量不变，但是数据表明在B国的装配工数量减少，所以预计从V国进口的电视机量会增多。

装配工-》导致进口增多-这里缺乏了漏洞（工作效率）

The wage of  assemblers in overland has been lower than that in borodia. the number of tv sold in Borodian has remained unchanged since its tariffs on Borodian TVs were lowered three years ago. but the number of assemblers in Borodian decreased. therefore, the number of tv imported from Verland will increase.

Situation Television assemblers in Vernland are paid less than those in neighboring Borodia. The number of televisions sold in Borodia has not dropped since its tariffs on Borodian TVs were lowered three years ago, but the number of TV assemblers in Borodia has. So TV imports from Vernland have likely increased.

Question Stem:

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

Reasoning What assumption does the argument depend on? The fact that fewer individuals in Borodia are working as TV assemblers is offered as evidence that TV imports from Vernland into Borodia have likely increased. That piece of evidence is relevant only as an indication that the number of TVs being produced within Borodia has decreased. But a drop in the number of TV assemblers does not indicate a drop in the number of TVs being assembled if the number of TVs an average assembler puts together has increased. Thus, the argument must be assuming that the average time it takes an assembler to put together a TV has not significantly decreased. 

Answer Analysis:

(A) The number of television assemblers in Vernland has increased by at least as much as the number of television assemblers in Borodia has decreased.（extraneous information）
 A The argument does not rely on any information about the number of television assemblers in Vernland nor for that matter on the number of TVs assembled in Vernland

(B) Televisions assembled in Vernland have features that televisions assembled in Borodia do not have.(Extraneous information) 

 B The argument need not assume there is any difference in the features of the TVs produced in the two countries. Increased sales of Vernlandian TVs in Borodia could be due to any number of other reasons, such as price or quality.

(C) The average number of hours it takes a Borodian television assembler to assemble a television has not decreased significantly during the past three years.Bingo
 C Correct. This option states an assumption on which the argument depends.

(D) The number of televisions assembled annually in Vernland has increased significantly during the past three years.（extraneous information)

 D The argument does not depend upon this being so: Vernland’s domestic TV sales (or perhaps its exports to countries other than Borodia) may have decreased by more than its imports into Borodia have increased.

(E) The difference between the hourly wage of television assemblers in Vernland and the hourly wage of television assemblers in Borodia is likely to decrease in the next few years.(时间层,unnecessary information)
 E The argument’s conclusion addresses what has happened; the argument in no way relies on any assumptions about what may or may not happen in the coming years.

ASSUMPTION-FILL IN BLANK

56. Even though most universities retain the royalties from faculty members’ inventions, the faculty members retain the royalties from books and articles they write. Therefore, faculty members should retain the royalties from the educational computer software they develop.

 Premise: faculty members retain the royalties from books & articles

Conclusion: they should retain the royalties from the educational computer software

这里有个漏洞，除非books&articles和educational computer software是归属同一类，结论才成立
Situation Faculty members get the royalties from their books, but universities get the royalties from faculty inventions. Faculty members should get the royalties from their educational computer software.

Question Stem: 找Premise？？
The conclusion above would be more reasonably drawn if which of the following were inserted into the argument as an additional premise?

 Reasoning What premise should be added to the argument? This argument does not support its conclusion very well without an underlying assumption regarding the nature of computer programs. If, in terms of the criteria used to award royalties, educational computer programs are more like books and articles than like inventions, faculty members should retain the royalties. On the other hand, if they are more like inventions, then universities should retain the royalties. The conclusion states that faculty members should receive royalties for educational software without stating that software is more comparable to books and articles than to inventions. The missing premise must show the relationship between educational software and either inventions or books and articles.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Royalties from inventions are higher than royalties from educational software programs.(royalties的高低和结论无关，unnecessary information)
The same may be true of books and articles.？？？
 (B) Faculty members are more likely to produce educational software programs than inventions.（extraneous information）
This point does not indicate whether educational software is more comparable to inventions or to books and articles.

 (C) Inventions bring more prestige to universities than do books and articles.(could be true)

This point could be true even if, with regard to the relevant criteria, educational software is more comparable to inventions than to books and articles.？？
 (D) In the experience of most universities, educational software programs are more marketable than are books and articles.（program受不受欢迎和royalties 无关,extraneous information）
This point does not indicate whether educational software is more comparable to inventions or to books and articles.

 (E) In terms of the criteria used to award royalties, educational software programs are more nearly comparable to books and articles than to inventions.（正确，从作品的属性出发，书籍和软件编程是同一类）
Correct. This statement properly identifies a premise that establishes the relationship required to complete the argument.

101. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?找Premise!

 

The irradiation of food kills bacteria and thus retards spoilage. However, it also lowers the nutritional value of many foods. For example, irradiation destroys a significant percentage of whatever vitamin B1 a food may contain. Proponents of irradiation point out that irradiation is no worse in this respect than cooking. However, this fact is either beside the point, since much irradiated food is eaten raw, or else misleading, since .

两种观点对比：
P1: although the radiation of food can kill bacteria and retards spoilage, it lower the nutrition in food

P2;: cooking also lower more nutrition compared with the irradiation of food.

Conclusion: either of them is not right since much irradiated food is eaten raw(生吃的） or misleading

Premise: ?why is misleading?

Situation Irradiation kills bacteria but it also lowers the amount of nutrients—including vitamin B1—in foods. Proponents try to dismiss this concern by arguing that cooking destroys B1 as well. That point is said to be misleading.

Question Stem: 找Premise?

Reasoning Which option most logically completes the argument? For the proponents’ claim to be misleading it needs to be suggesting something about irradiation that is false. By stating that irradiation destroys no more B1 than cooking does, the proponent seems to be suggesting that any food that is going to be cooked might as well be irradiated because it will end up with the same amount of B1 either way. But if the effects of radiation and cooking combine to destroy more B1 than cooking or irradiation alone would, then the proponents’ claim suggests something that is false.

Answer Analysis:

(A) many of the proponents of irradiation are food distributors who gain from foods’ having a longer shelf life 未能说misleading呀～～
A This might make the assurances of the proponents less credible but it does not make their claim misleading.

 

(B) it is clear that killing bacteria that may be present on food is not the only effect that irradiation has（extraneous information）

B Nothing about the proponents’ claim suggests that the only effect irradiation has is to kill bacteria

(C) cooking is usually the final step in preparing food for consumption, whereas irradiation serves to ensure a longer shelf life for perishable foods

C The fact that cooking and irradiation have different purposes does not indicate that the proponents’ claim suggests something that is false.

(D) certain kinds of cooking are, in fact, even more destructive of vitamin B1 than carefully controlled irradiation is貌似不能mislead？
D If anything, this strengthens the proponents’ point by minimizing the relative damage caused by irradiation.

(E) for food that is both irradiated and cooked, the reduction of vitamin B1 associated with either process individually is compounded. Bingo!

E Correct. This option most logically completes the argument.

39. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

 

Sviatovin is a medieval Moringian text whose author and exact date of composition are unknown. However, the events in the life of Prince Sviatov that the text describes occurred in 1165, and in the diagram of Sviatov’s family that accompanies the text his father, who died in 1167, is identified as still living. Thus Sviatovin must have been written between 1165 and 1167, assuming that .

Background: the text s is unknown about the author and date.

Premise: the events occurred in 1165, a diagram which indicates that father died in 1167 is still alive.

Conclusion： the book Sviatovin was written between 1165 and 1167

Situation A medieval Moringian text was written about Prince Sviatov. It is not known exactly when the text was written, but the events described in it occurred in 1165 and a diagram in the text indicates that Sviatov’s father—who died in 1167—was alive at the time it was composed.

Question Stem: Strengthen

Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

What completion of the blank would provide the best reason for believing the argument’s conclusion? 

Reasoning:The argument’s conclusion is that the book Sviatovin was written between 1165 and 1167. The reasoning given is this: It could not have been written before 1165 because it includes events that took place in that year. It could not have been written after 1167 because Sviatov’s father died in that year. A diagram in the book suggests he was alive when the book was written. Was the diagram correct in that suggestion? The argument depends on assuming that it was.

Answer Analysis:

(A) the life of Prince Sviatov is not the subject of any other medieval Moringian texts（对象超出范围）
 The argument focuses on one text and its date of composition. The argument does not need to make any assumptions about other texts.

 (B) the author of Sviatovin intended it to provide as accurate a report about Prince Sviatov’s exploits as possible

The argument does not assume this. Issues about the accurate reporting of Sviatov’s exploits (or about the author’s intention to report them accurately) are irrelevant to the argument, which hinges on the accuracy of the diagram that accompanies the text. The diagram does not report Sviatov’s exploits.

 (C) the diagram accurately represents the composition of Sviatov’s family at the time Sviatovin was written

Correct. The reasoning in the argument assumes that the diagram was correct in representing the Prince’s father as still living when the text was composed. If his father was not living when the text was written, then the information that his father actually died in 1167 is no guarantee that the text was composed by then.

 (D) Sviatovin is the earliest Moringian text whose composition can be dated to within a few years（对象无关）
See the explanation for answer choice (A) above. The degree of precision with which scholars have succeeded in dating other Moringian texts is entirely irrelevant.
 (E) Sviatovin was not written by Sviatov’s father himself（关注点在when而不是who）
 The conclusion concerns when Sviatovin was written and not by whom it was written. If, contrary to answer choice (E), it were known that the author was Sviatov’s father, this would actually provide strong support for the argument’s conclusion. Thus answer choice (E) does not provide a good reason for the argument’s conclusion.

STRENGTHEN

特点： Support the argument in any way possible

题干的信息有可疑，由选项推到题干

Support是可以加入新信息

Question Stem:

Strengthen\supports\helps\most justified 

which of following if it is true？

   “Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument?”

   “Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the statement above?”

   “Which of the following, if true, does most to justify the conclusion above?”

   “Each of the following, if true, supports the claim above EXCEPT:”

正确答案：

正确答案可以10%-100%的支持argument

想自己设想在这个情况下，朋友遇到的困难就是weaken的点，如何去支持呢？？

找出漏洞

文章如果用了类比或者调查，支持的就是在多中类比和调查上

Opposite task:

排除外因

有因有果、无因无果、

排除关系调换

数据支持

   结论A-->B，可以用非A-->非B加强结论
错误答案类型：

weaken

shell game-看起来貌似支持结论，实质上有些区别

Out of scope

1. Snowmaking machines work by spraying a mist that freezes immediately on contact with cold air. Because the sudden freezing kills bacteria, Quick Freeze is planning to market a wastewater purification system that works on the same principle. The process works only when temperatures are cold, however, so municipalities using it will still need to maintain a conventional system.

生词: mist薄雾
逻辑链： fact set- Evaluation of a Plan
    QF market a wastewater purification system that spray a mist that freezes immediately on contact with cold air. The sudden freezing kills bacteria. Because the system works only at cold temperatures, municipalities市民 using it will still need to maintain a conventional system.常规的系统

    The passage tells us why a municipality using a QuickFreeze wastewater purification system would still need a conventional system. But why would a municipality want the QuickFreeze system in addition to a suconventional system? If conventional systems are not fully effective at cold temperatures, the QuickFreeze system would allow municipalities that sometimes experience cold temperatures to purify their wastewater more effectively.

根据速冻原理制造新型净水器；新型净水器只在低温下起作用，买新型净水器还要同时保留传统净水器

Question stem: 

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest grounds for a prediction that municipalities will buy Quick Freeze’s purification system despite the need to maintain a conventional purification system as well?

Support型： family2

接受选项，原文有suspicion

(A) Bacteria are not the only impurities that must be removed from wastewater.（opposite answer）
   There is no basis in the passage for determining whether the QuickFreeze system will help remove impurities other than bacteria from wastewater. If it does not, this answer choice implies that the QuickFreeze system would not be sufficient for purifying wastewater. This would actually undermine the prediction.

(B) Many municipalities have old wastewater purification systems that need to be replaced.

   The passage states that municipalities using the QuickFreeze system would still need a conventional system. Thus, the old conventional wastewater systems would still need to be replaced with new conventional systems. This answer choice provides no reason to think municipalities would buy the QuickFreeze system.

(C) Conventional wastewater purification systems have not been fully successful in killing bacteria at cold temperatures.

Correct. This statement, if true, would strengthen the prediction, because it provides a valid reason why the QuickFreeze system could be needed alongside conventional ones: it is more effective in cold weather.

(D) During times of warm weather, when it is not in use, QuickFreeze’s purification system requires relatively little maintenance. （out of scope）
       Although this claim does undercut one reason for thinking municipalities might not be likely to purchase the QuickFreeze system, it provides little reason to think that they will purchase such a system. Perhaps in times of cold weather, the QuickFreeze system is very expensive to maintain.

(E) Places where the winters are cold rarely have a problem of water shortage.（out of scope）
The issue of whether or not there are water shortages in places where winters are cold is not directly relevant. If conventional wastewater systems are sufficient to purify water in such places, municipalities would not need the QuickFreeze system (as they would still need to maintain a conventional purification system).

11. The Maxilux car company’s design for its new luxury model, the Max 100, included a special design for the tires that was intended to complement the model’s image. The winning bid for supplying these tires was submitted by Rubco. Analysts concluded that the bid would only just cover Rubco’s costs on the tires, but Rubco executives claim that winning the bid will actually make a profit for the company.

逻辑链：
Situation: Rubco won a bid for supplying tires for the Max 100, a new luxury model by Maxilux. The bid would barely cover the cost of the tires, but Rubco executives claim that winning the bid will be profitable.

Question stem:

Family2- support-一个方面不行，另一方补足
Which of the following, if true, most strongly justifies the claim made by Rubco's executives?

the claim: winning the bid will be profitable.

Reasoning: What would support the executives’ claim? Rubco is not expected to make a profit from supplying the tires for the new cars, so we must look for some other way that Rubco could derive a profit as a result of winning the bid. If by winning the bid Rubco created an inevitable market for itself in replacement tires—on which Rubco could earn a profit—then the executives’ claim may be justified.
 

Answer Analysis:

(A) In any Maxilux model, the spare tire is exactly the same make and model as the tires that are mounted on the wheels.（out of scope)

We have already been told that the bid is expected to barely cover the costs of supplying the tires on the new cars, so the analysts mentioned in the passage have presumably already taken into account that there is a spare tire supplied for the Max 100.

 (B) Rubco holds exclusive contracts to supply Maxilux with the tires for a number of other models made by Maxilux.（out of scope)

 If winning the bid led Rubco to win more exclusive contracts with the Maxilux, that might help support the executives’ claim. But this statement indicates only that Rubco already has several exclusive contracts to supply Maxilux with tires, not that winning the bid has led to, or will lead to, more such contracts, which is what would be needed.

 (C) The production facilities for the Max 100 and those for the tires to be supplied by Rubco are located very near each other.（out of scope)
As in answer choice (A), this is relevant to the costs of supplying the tires for the Max 100, but presumably this was taken into account by the analysts when they concluded that the bid would barely cover Rubco’s costs on the tires.

 (D) When people who have purchased a carefully designed luxury automobile need to replace a worn part of it, they almost invariably replace it with a part of exactly the same make and type.

 Correct. This indicates that by winning the bid Rubco has created a way to profit from the contract with Maxilux, specifically, by creating a market for replacement tires.

 (E) When Maxilux awarded the tire contract to Rubco, the only criterion on which Rubco’s bid was clearly ahead of its competitors’ bids was price.（out of scope）
This is likely one of the reasons that Rubco’s bid only just covers the Rubco’s costs on the tires; it does nothing to justify the executives’ claims that the bid will lead to a profit for Rubco.

14. Wood smoke contains dangerous toxins that cause changes in human cells. Because wood smoke presents such a high health risk, legislation is needed to regulate the use of open-air fires and wood-burning stoves.

逻辑链：
Premise: wood smoke-->health risk

Conclusion: legislation is needed.

Question Stem: 现象型 立法-举例子

Family2-support

Which of the following, if true, provides the most support for the argument above?

Reasoning: Which point supports the need for legislation? The argument for legislation is based on the position that wood smoke is hazardous to people’s health. Any evidence of physical harm resulting from wood smoke supports the argument that legislation is needed. Undoubtedly, poor air quality caused by a high concentration of wood smoke presents just such a health risk.

Answer Analysis:

 (A) The amount of dangerous toxins contained in wood smoke is much less than the amount contained in an equal volume of automobile exhaust.（weaken）
If wood smoke were as dangerous as car exhaust, this might support the idea of regulating it just as exhaust emissions are regulated; but this statement tells us it is less dangerous.
 (B) Within the jurisdiction covered by the proposed legislation, most heating and cooking is done with oil or natural gas.( an opposite answer)

This point suggests less of a need for legislation.

 (C) Smoke produced by coal-burning stoves is significantly more toxic than smoke from wood-burning stoves.（an opposite answer)

This information provides no support for the idea that the use of wood-burning stoves should be regulated.
 (D) No significant beneficial effect on air quality would result if open-air fires were banned within the jurisdiction covered by the proposed legislation.（an opposite answer)

The lack of benefit from banning open-air fires is a point against the legislation.

 (E) In valleys where wood is used as the primary heating fuel, the concentration of smoke results in poor air quality.

Correct. This supports the argument in favor of legislation.

17. Hollywood restaurant is replacing some of its standard tables with tall tables and stools. The restaurant already fills every available seat during its operating hours, and the change in seating arrangements will not result in an increase in the restaurant’s seating capacity. Nonetheless, the restaurant’s management expects revenue to increase as a result of the seating change without any concurrent change in menu, prices, or operating hours.

逻辑链：
Background: replace some of its standard tables with tall tables

Premise2:  seats are not available during the operating hours. no increase in seating capacity.

Conclusion: expect that revenue increase without any changes.

Situation: Hollywood restaurant is replacing some of its tables with taller tables and stools, and the management expects this will increase revenue, despite the fact that the restaurant already fills all of its available seats and that this change will not increase seating capacity. Furthermore, there will not be any change in menu, prices, or operating hours.

Question Stem:

Family2-support-措施目的型-某项措施带来的作用或改变，实现目的

Which of the following, if true, provides the best reason for the expectation?

 Reasoning: What would strongly support the management’s expectation? Since the new seating will not increase the restaurant’s seating capacity, the management’s expectations must be based on a belief that the change to taller tables and stools will somehow change diners’ behavior, perhaps by leading them to order more food, or to stay at their tables for a shorter time, thereby allowing the restaurant to serve more diners during its operating hours without increasing seating capacity. If diners seated at tall tables and on tall stools spend less time lingering over their dinners, then they will leave sooner, opening up the tables for more diners. Because the restaurant, before the change, already fills every available seat during its operating hours, it is reasonable to think that it will be able to serve more diners than it currently does, thereby selling more food and thus increasing revenue.
Answer Analysis:

(A) One of the taller tables takes up less floor space than one of the standard tables.( an opposite information of the stimulus)

This would be relevant if we could infer from it that seating capacity will increase. However, the passage indicates that the new seating arrangement will not result in greater capacity.
 (B) Diners seated on stools typically do not linger over dinner as long as diners seated at standard tables.

 Correct. Because the restaurant will be able to serve more meals during its operating hours, the restaurant’s revenue can be expected to increase.

(C) Since the restaurant will replace only some of its standard tables, it can continue to accommodate customers who do not care for the taller tables.（weaken，lose revenue）
 This may indicate that the restaurant is less likely to alienate customers who do not care for tall tables and stools, but that only supports the claim that the restaurant will not lose customers and therefore lose revenue; it does not indicate that the restaurant will see revenue increase.
(D) Few diners are likely to avoid the restaurant because of the new seating arrangement.（contender, shell game）

 Again, this merely indicates that there will not be a loss—or much loss—of revenue, not that there will be an increase in revenue.
(E) The standard tables being replaced by tall tables would otherwise have to be replaced with new standard tables at a greater expense.（shell game)

Less expensive tables will decrease the restaurant’s costs, but it will not increase the restaurant’s revenue.
19. A major network news organization experienced a drop in viewership 电视观众in the week following the airing of a controversial report on the economy. The network also received a very large number of complaints regarding the report. The network, however, maintains that negative reactions to the report had nothing to do with its loss of viewers.

 逻辑链：a fact set

because of the controversial report on the economy, the viewships dropped. The net work received a large number of complaints. However, the net work claims that negative reactions is not related with the loss of viewers.

OG:  A major network news organization aired a controversial report on the economy, and the following week the network’s viewership declined. The network claims that the loss of viewers was not connected with negative reactions to the report.

Question Stem:

Family2-support-

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the network’s position?

The position: The network claims that the loss of viewers was not connected with negative reactions to the report.

Reasoning: If other major news network organizations had similar drops in viewership, it is implausible to think that the controversial report accounted for the other organizations’ drops in viewership. On the other hand, it is not implausible to suppose that whatever did cause the drop in the viewership experienced by other network news organizations—e.g., holidays, weather, popular non-news programming—also had that effect on the organization that ran the controversial report. This would give some reason to believe that it was not the report that accounts for the organization’s drop in viewership.

Answer Analysis:

 (A) The other major network news organizations reported similar reductions in viewership during the same week.

Correct. This statement indicates that something other than the airing of the report could account for the subsequent drop in the organization’s viewership.
 (B) The viewers who registered complaints with the network were regular viewers of the news organization’s programs.（weaken)

If anything, this statement tends to undermine the network’s claim, because it suggests that the report offended people who otherwise might have continued to watch the organization’s programming.
 (C) Major network news organizations publicly attribute drops in viewership to their own reports only when they receive complaints about those reports.（重述原文？)

 Since the network did in fact receive complaints about the report, this statement is irrelevant.
 (D) This was not the first time that this network news organization has aired a controversial report on the economy that has inspired viewers to complain to the network.（out of scope）

The fact that the network has received complaints before about controversial reports on the economy that the network’s news organization has aired tells us nothing about whether this recent report caused a subsequent drop in viewership.
 (E) Most network news viewers rely on network news broadcasts as their primary source of information regarding the economy.(irrelevant)

The fact that viewers turn to network news broadcasts as their primary source of information about the economy tells us nothing about whether viewers might stop watching a particular network news organization’s programs as a result of its airing a controversial report on the economy.

23. Male bowerbirds construct elaborately decorated nests, or bowers. Basing their judgment on the fact that different local populations of bowerbirds of the same species build bowers that exhibit different building and decorative styles, researchers have concluded that the bowerbirds’ building styles are a culturally acquired, rather than a genetically transmitted, trait.

 逻辑链：例子证明
Premise: different local population of the same species build different nests with different styles.

Conclusion: building styles are cultural rather than genetical.

Situation: Male bowerbirds of the same species but living in different habitats build nests of widely varying styles. Researchers conclude that this nest-building behavior is culturally acquired rather than genetically transmitted.
Question Stem: Support-family2-answer to stimulus

Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen the conclusion drawn by the researchers?

Reason: What evidence supports the researchers’ conclusion? The researchers base their conclusion upon the different styles of nests and probably the assumption that the nests would all be similar if the bower-building behavior was only transmitted through the genes of the species. What would lend support to this reasoning? If young male bowerbirds have no inherent aptitude for nest building and must learn it over a period of years by watching older male bowerbirds, then the argument that bowerbirds acquire their nest-building preferences culturally rather than genetically is strengthened.

Answer Analysis:

(A) There are more common characteristics than there are differences among the bower-building styles of the local bowerbird population that has been studied most extensively.

The greater number of similarities than differences in style in one population could be attributed to either cultural acquisition or genetic transmission, so the conclusion is not strengthened.
 (B) Young male bowerbirds are inept at bower-building and apparently spend years watching their elders before becoming accomplished in the local bower style.

Correct. Compared with the other options, this information provides the most additional support for the researchers’ conclusion.
 (C) The bowers of one species of bowerbird lack the towers and ornamentation characteristic of the bowers of most other species of bowerbird.（out of scope)

The cited differences are among populations of the same species; differences between species are outside the scope of the conclusion.
 (D) Bowerbirds are found only in New Guinea and Australia, where local populations of the birds apparently seldom have contact with one another.（信息不足）

Since no information is given about the nest-building styles of these populations (whether or not they are of the same species), the fact that they have little contact neither strengthens nor weakens the conclusion.

 (E) It is well known that the song dialects of some songbirds are learned rather than transmitted genetically.（shell game）

This statement provides an example of learned bird behavior, and so provides a little additional support for the conclusion, but not as much additional support as does answer choice (B).

40. Crowding on Mooreville’s subway frequently leads to delays, because it is difficult for passengers to exit from the trains. Subway ridership is projected to increase by 20 percent over the next 10 years. The Mooreville Transit Authority plans to increase the number of daily train trips by only 5 percent over the same period. Officials predict that this increase is sufficient to ensure that the incidence of delays due to crowding does not increase.

措施目的型 措施-》结论

背景-》前提-》前提-》结论
逻辑链：
Background: crowding cause to delays because passengers cannot easily exit from the trains

Premise: ridership increase by 20%，but authority plans to increase 5% of trains trips
Conclusion: increase sufficient, delays due to crowding does not increase.

Situation Ridership on the Mooreville subway, which often experiences delays due to crowding, is expected to increase 20 percent over the next 10 years. Despite plans to increase the number of daily trains only 5 percent during those 10 years, officials predict that delays due to crowding will not increase.

Question Stem: Strengthen

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest grounds for the officials’ prediction?

What would provide the strongest grounds for the officials’ prediction that delays due to crowding will not increase? 

Reasoning:Delays due to crowding probably would increase if the extra 20 percent total ridership occurred at typically busy times, even if the total 5 percent increase in the number of daily trains were to occur at those typically busy times. The increases in daily trains would clearly not be enough to absorb the extra ridership. If the increase in ridership were to occur at other times of day, however, perhaps when the subway trains were less crowded overall, the system would be able to absorb the extra passengers without an increase in delays due to crowding.

Answer Analysis:

(A) By changing maintenance schedules, the Transit Authority can achieve the 5 percent increase in train trips without purchasing any new subway cars. 

  While this supports the idea that the Transit Authority can economically increase the number of train trips, it provides no information about whether the trains will be crowded.

(B) The Transit Authority also plans a 5 percent increase in the number of bus trips on routes that connect to subways.（weaken）
 Increasing the number of bus trips on routes that connect to subways would be likely to lead to more people to ride the subways. This makes it less likely that the officials’ prediction—that delays due to overcrowding will not increase—will turn out to have been accurate.

(C) For most commuters who use the subway system, there is no practical alternative public transportation available.

如果没有其他公共交通，意味着更多人用地铁，这样delays只会继续
 This suggests that subway ridership will remain high, and thus that delays caused by overcrowding will continue.

(D) Most of the projected increase in ridership is expected to occur in off-peak hours when trains are now sparsely used.

 Correct. This statement properly identifies a situation in which the officials’ prediction is likely to turn out to have been accurate. The ridership will be increasing during times when more passengers will not create delays, since they will merely fill empty seats on existing trains.

(E) The 5 percent increase in the number of train trips can be achieved without an equal increase in Transit Authority operational costs.（crowd和成本无关）
While this supports the idea that the Transit Authority can economically increase the number of train trips, it provides no information about whether the trains will be crowded.
 

50. One variety of partially biodegradable plastic beverage container is manufactured from small bits of plastic bound together by a degradable bonding agent such as cornstarch. Since only the bonding agent degrades, leaving the small bits of plastic, no less plastic refuse per container is produced when such containers are discarded than when comparable nonbiodegradable containers are discarded.

Background: partially biodegradable plastic beverage container is manufactured from small bits of plastic bound together by a degradable bonding agent such as cornstarch. 

Premise: only the bonding agent can degrade

Conclusion: biodegradable containers not left less plastic refuse compared with the non biodegradable containers

Situation One kind of partially biodegradable beverage container produces as much plastic refuse per container as a nonbiodegradable container does because only the bonding agent, not the plastic, degrades once the container is discarded.

Question Stem: (Strengthen)

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument above?两种瓶子都没差
Reasoning Which point strengthens the argument? The information that strengthens the argument will help rule out a possible objection to the argument. In this case, one possible objection would be that the partially biodegradable containers might contain less plastic given that the container is made up in part of the degradable bonding agent. So, discovering that the partially biodegradable containers actually use more plastic than comparable non-biodegradable ones in order to compensate for the weakness of the biodegradable bonding agent would strengthen the argument.

(A) Both partially biodegradable and nonbiodegradable plastic beverage containers can be crushed completely flat by refuse compactors.（weaken）

 Nonbiodegradable plastic containers can be crushed completely flat. To say that biodegradable ones can be completely crushed also is perfectly compatible with saying that they contain less plastic.

(B) The partially biodegradable plastic beverage containers are made with more plastic than comparable nonbiodegradable ones in order to compensate for the weakening effect of the bonding agents.

 Correct. This statement properly identifies a point that strengthens the argument by saying that the container actually produces more plastic refuse.

(C) Many consumers are ecology-minded and prefer to buy a product sold in the partially biodegradable plastic beverage containers rather than in nonbiodegradable containers, even if the price is higher.（无关）
 Consumers’ preferences are not relevant to the argument about residual plastic.

(D) The manufacturing process for the partially biodegradable plastic beverage containers results in less plastic waste than the manufacturing process for nonbiodegradable plastic beverage containers.（无关）

The argument is not concerned with waste from manufacturing processes, but only with the product itself.

(E) Technological problems with recycling currently prevent the reuse as food or beverage containers of the plastic from either type of plastic beverage container.（out of scope）

No reason is given to indicate that the inability to reuse the plastic from either type of container is related to the amount of plastic in either container.

52. Most employees in the computer industry move from company to company, changing jobs several times in their careers. However, Summit Computers is known throughout the industry for retaining its employees. Summit credits its success in retaining employees to its informal, nonhierarchical work environment.

Background: employees often change their job.

Premise： Summit Computer is succeed to retain emplyee.

Conclusion: because of the environment: informal & nonhierarchical

Situation A computer company attributes its success in retaining employees to its informal, nonhierarchical work environment.

Question Stem: Strengthen-例子

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports Summit’s explanation of its success in retaining employees?证明是工作环境决定了公司挽留员工的成功。
Reasoning Which point most supports the company’s explanation? The company says that employees stay at the company for one reason: its work environment. The explanation can therefore be supported only by a point that relates to the specific work environment. If employees feel that a more formal, hierarchical structure would interfere with their ability to do their jobs, the argument is strengthened.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Some people employed in the computer industry change jobs if they become bored with their current projects.(无关）
 Neither this point nor the passage indicates that an informal, nonhierarchical work environment would be less boring than others.

(B) A hierarchical work environment hinders the cooperative exchange of ideas that computer industry employees consider necessary for their work.（hierarchical work environment阻碍了员工的exchange of ideas，相反non-hierarchical work environment就不会，正确）
Correct. This statement properly identifies a point that strengthens the company’s argument, relating the work environment to job satisfaction and therefore to employees’ remaining at the company.

 (C) Many of Summit’s senior employees had previously worked at only one other computer company.（高层员工之前在其他电脑公司工作和挽留员工无关）
 The previous work experience of senior employees is irrelevant.

 (D) In a nonhierarchical work environment, people avoid behavior that might threaten group harmony and thus avoid discussing with their colleagues any dissatisfaction they might have with their jobs.（这貌似在讲nonhierarchical work environment带来的坏处weaken premise）
 While this point shows how the work environment might reduce discussion of job dissatisfaction, it does not indicate that there will be less dissatisfaction.

 (E) The cost of living near Summit is relatively low compared to areas in which some other computer companies are located.（提供另一种解释，变相是weaken了结论）
This point presents an alternate explanation—employees stay due to low cost of living—and so tends to weaken the company’s argument.

64. Excavation of the ancient city of Kourion on the island of Cyprus revealed a pattern of debris and collapsed buildings typical of towns devastated by earthquakes. Archaeologists have hypothesized that the destruction was due to a major earthquake known to have occurred near the island in A.D. 365.

 Premise: excavation revealed a pattern of debris and collapsed building devastated by earth quakes.

Conclusion: Archaeologist think that destruction was due to ear quake occurred in A.D.365

Situation The excavation of Kourion reveals a pattern of destruction typical in towns destroyed by earthquakes. Archaeologists suggest Kourion was destroyed when an earthquake hit nearby in A.D. 365.

Question Stem: strengthen

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the archaeologists’ hypothesis?

这里有个gap： 没有将premise和A.D 365时间联系起来！
Reasoning Which statement best supports the archaeologists’ hypothesis? An earthquake struck near Cyprus in A.D. 365; this fact is not disputed. If this earthquake is the one responsible for the devastation of Kourion, then there should be evidence of active occupation before A.D. 365, but no evidence of activity after that date. The dates on the coins found on the site suggest that life in Kourion was flourishing before A.D. 365; the total lack of coins after the year of the earthquake supports the idea that the city had been destroyed.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Bronze ceremonial drinking vessels that are often found in graves dating from years preceding and following A.D. 365 were also found in several graves near Kourion.

 The existence of vessels made both before and after A.D. 365 suggests that Kourion was not destroyed by the earthquake.

(B) No coins minted after A.D. 365 were found in Kourion, but coins minted before that year were found in abundance.出现了365前和后的对比
Correct. This statement properly identifies evidence that supports the archaeologists’ hypothesis.

(C) Most modern histories of Cyprus mention that an earthquake occurred near the island in A.D. 365.这违背原文专家的猜测，变成了一个历史事实
The occurrence of the earthquake is not in question; this statement simply confirms a fact already assumed in the argument.

(D) Several small statues carved in styles current in Cyprus in the century between A.D. 300 and A.D. 400 were found in Kourion.时间不对，如果在AD365年后还发现的话，应该没有地震
The existence of statues carved in styles current after the date of the earthquake (A.D. 365–A.D. 400) argues against the town’s destruction in A.D. 365.

 

(E) Stone inscriptions in a form of the Greek alphabet that was definitely used in Cyprus after A.D. 365 were found in Kourion.

The existence of inscriptions using an alphabet common only after the earthquake argues against the theory that the earthquake destroyed Kourion.

67. Several industries have recently switched at least partly from older technologies powered by fossil fuels to new technologies powered by electricity. It is thus evident that less fossil fuel is being used as a result of the operations of these industries than would have been used if these industries had retained their older technologies.

Premise: several industries have switched older technologies powered by fossil fuels to new technology powered by electricity.

Conclusion: less fossil fuel is used.

Situation Several industries have now switched, at least partly, to technologies using electricity rather than fossil fuels. Thus, less fossil fuel will be consumed as a result of the operation of these industries than otherwise would have been.

Question Stem: Strengthen.两者的对比-A比B好，A比B差的情况不存在，排除坏处
Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument above?

 Reasoning Which option most strengthens the argument? One way to strengthen an argument is to eliminate or minimize one of its flaws or weaknesses. Because the conclusion is stated in terms of “fossil fuel consumed as a result of the operation of these industries,” the claim would encompass even any fossil fuel that might be used to generate the electricity that the newer technologies use. Yet the premise of the argument does not address this issue. So the argument is strengthened if it turns out that less fossil fuel was used to produce the electricity than would have been used to power the older technologies.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Many of the industries that have switched at least partly to the new technologies have increased their output.(weaken)
In an indirect way, this option slightly weakens rather than strengthens the argument. For if fossil fuels are used to produce the electricity now used by the industries and if it is because of these newer technologies that output has increased, the argument’s conclusion is less likely.

 (B) Less fossil fuel was used to manufacture the machinery employed in the new technologies than was originally used to manufacture the machinery employed in the older technologies.(out of scope)

It does not matter how much fossil fuel was used to manufacture the older technologies originally. That has no bearing on whether more fossil fuel would have been expended as a result of the continued operation of the industries if the partial switch to newer technologies had not occurred.

(C) More electricity is used by those industries that have switched at least partly to the new technologies than by those industries that have not switched.

This is what we would expect, but it in no way strengthens the argument.

 (D) Some of the industries that have switched at least partly to the new technologies still use primarily technologies that are powered by fossil fuels.（weaken）
This may seem to weaken the argument by indicating that the switch from older technologies will have less of an impact on fossil fuel consumption by these industries than we might have assumed. But since the conclusion makes no claim about how much consumption has been reduced, it is not clear that this option has any bearing on the strength of the argument one way or the other.

 (E) The amount of fossil fuel used to generate the electricity needed to power the new technologies is less than the amount that would have been used to power the older technologies. Correct!

 

95. Studies in restaurants show that the tips left by customers who pay their bill in cash tend to be larger when the bill is presented on a tray that bears a credit-card logo. Consumer psychologists hypothesize that simply seeing a credit-card logo makes many credit-card holders willing to spend more because it reminds them that their spending power exceeds the cash they have immediately available.

逻辑链：tip的多少和消费能力有关这个结论。
Premise: tips left by customers will be larger when they pay in cash.

Conclusion: psychologists hypothesize that when the customers see the credit-logo makes them spend more 

Situation Studies have found that restaurant customers give more generous tips when their bills are brought on trays bearing a credit-card logo. Psychologists speculate that this is because the logo reminds customers of their ability to spend more money than they have.

关于餐馆的研究表明，在付现金的消费者中，当卡上有一个信用卡标志时，他们倾向于给更多的小费，消费心理学家因此猜想当人们看到信用卡的标志时会让信用卡持有者去花费更多因为这个标志提醒着他们拥有的超前消费能力。求支持。
Question Stem: Support

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the psychologists’ interpretation of the studies?

Reasoning Which of the options most helps to support the psychologists’ explanation of the studies? The psychologists’ hypothesis is that the credit-card logos on the trays bring to the minds of those who tip more the fact that they have more purchasing power than merely the cash that they have at hand. This explanation would not be valid even if those people who are not reminded of their own excess purchasing power—if in fact they have any such power—when they see such a logo nonetheless tip more in such trays. Thus, if restaurant patrons who are under financial pressure from their credit-card obligations do not tip more when their bills are presented on trays bearing credit-card logos, then the psychologists’ interpretation of the studies is supported. 

Answer Analysis:

(A) The effect noted in the studies is not limited to patrons who have credit cards.（无关）

 A This undermines the psychologists’ interpretation, for it shows that the same phenomenon occurs even when the alleged cause has been removed.

(B) Patrons who are under financial pressure from their credit-card obligations tend to tip less when presented with a restaurant bill on a tray with a credit-card logo than when the tray has no logo.（反向说）原命题否命题推原结论否命题为support
 B Correct. This option identifies the result that would most strengthen the psychologists’ interpretation.

原文强调顾客看到信用卡标志后认为自己的消费力比身上现金多的时候就多给小费，反之有还贷压力的顾客看到信用卡自然想到消费力比身上现金还少，所以给小费就少
(C) In virtually all of the cases in the studies, the patrons who paid bills in cash did not possess credit cards.（无关）
 C This undermines the psychologists’ interpretation by showing that the same phenomenon occurs even when the alleged cause has been removed; patrons cannot be reminded of something that is not there.

(D) In general, restaurant patrons who pay their bills in cash leave larger tips than do those who pay by credit card.（出现新的横向比较，未提过）

D To the extent that this bears on the interpretation of the study, it weakens it. Patrons using credit cards are surely aware that they have credit, and yet they spend less generously. 

(E) The percentage of restaurant bills paid with a given brand of credit card increases when that credit card’s logo is displayed on the tray with which the bill is presented.（无关）

 E This does not support the idea that being reminded that one has a credit card induces one to be more generous, only that it induces one to use that credit card.

111. Springfield Fire Commissioner: The vast majority of false fire alarms are prank calls made anonymously from fire alarm boxes on street corners. Since virtually everyone has access to a private telephone, these alarm boxes have outlived their usefulness. Therefore, we propose to remove the boxes. Removing the boxes will reduce the number of prank calls without hampering people’s ability to report a fire.

逻辑链：措施目的型
Commissioner proposes to remove the alarm boxes, reducing the number of prank calls without hampering people's ability to report a fire.

Situation It is proposed that fire alarm boxes on street corners be removed. Doing so will reduce the number of prank calls without hampering people’s ability to report fires. Most false alarms are prank calls made from these boxes. They have outlived their usefulness, as most people now have private telephones.

Question Stem: Support!

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the claim that the proposal, if carried out, will have the announced effect?

 Reasoning Which option most strongly supports the claim that removing the alarm boxes will reduce the number of prank calls without hampering people’s ability to report a fire? The argument already provides some evidence that (1) removing the boxes will reduce prank calls—because that is where most such call are now made from—and that (2) doing so will not hamper people’s ability to report fires—virtually everyone already has a private telephone from which they could report a fire. So for an option to be correct it must support either (1) or (2) or both, and provide more such support than the other options. If prank calls from private telephones are traced back to their origin, that should deter people from making such calls.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The fire department traces all alarm calls made from private telephones and records where they came from. bingo

A Correct. This option provides the most support for the claim.

 (B) Maintaining the fire alarm boxes costs Springfield approximately $5 million annually.(只是原因，但没有对其支持，shell game,但未能支持结论）
B This may provide a reason for supporting the proposal, but it provides no support for either (1) or (2).

 (C) A telephone call can provide the fire department with more information about the nature and size of a fire than can an alarm placed from an alarm box.（横向比较？无关）

C This indicates that it is better to receive fire calls from telephones than from alarm boxes—other things being equal—but that supports neither (1) nor (2). There is still the possibility that the only person aware that a fire has started is near an alarm box but lacks access to a telephone.

 (D) Responding to false alarms significantly reduces the fire department’s capacity for responding to fires. Consequence~

D This merely indicates that it would be good if the proposal had the intended effects.

 (E) On any given day, a significant percentage of the public telephones in Springfield are out of service.（weaken）
E This actually weakens support for (2), by enhancing the possibility that the only person aware that a fire has started is near an alarm box but lacks access to a working telephone.

118. It is true of both men and women that those who marry as young adults live longer than those who never marry. This does not show that marriage causes people to live longer, since, as compared with other people of the same age, young adults who are about to get married have fewer of the unhealthy habits that can cause a person to have a shorter life, most notably smoking and immoderate drinking of alcohol.

 逻辑链：反前提-结论-前提
Situation We should not conclude that getting married causes one to live longer based merely on the fact that those who marry young tend to live longer than those who never marry at all. Those who marry young tend to have fewer unhealthy habits to begin with, such as drinking and smoking, than do those who will never marry.

Question Stem: Strengthen! 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument above?

 Reasoning Which of the options most strengthens the argument? The argument is trying to show that the difference in longevity between the two groups need not be caused by marital status. The argument relies on the fact that even before marriage those who will be married tend to live healthier lifestyles than those who will never marry. Yet, even if those who are apt to live longer are more apt to marry young, it could still be that marriage further enhances one’s longevity. So, by showing that a person who gets married young tends to live about as long as one who had been living an equally healthy lifestyle as a young adult but who never got married, the argument is greatly strengthened.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Marriage tends to cause people to engage less regularly in sports that involve risk of bodily harm.(weaken)

 A To the extent that risk of bodily harm decreases longevity, this weakens rather than strengthens the argument.

(B) A married person who has an unhealthy habit is more likely to give up that habit than a person with the same habit who is unmarried. （Marriage 让人长寿，weaken）

B This option, too, weakens the argument rather than strengthens it, since it suggests that marriage does indeed enhance one’s longevity.

 

(C) A person who smokes is much more likely than a nonsmoker to marry a person who smokes at the time of marriage, and the same is true for people who drink alcohol immoderately. （无关）
 C Even if a person with unhealthy habits who marries is more likely to wind up with a spouse with unhealthy habits than is a person with healthy habits who marries, that tells us nothing about whether the average person who gets married gets a boost in longevity.

(D) Among people who marry as young adults, most of those who give up an unhealthy habit after marriage do not resume the habit later in life.（无关）
 D This option does not tell us whether it is also true of those who never marry that most of them who give up an unhealthy habit as a young adult ever resume that habit later in life. Thus, by itself, this option has no bearing on the strength of the argument.

(E) Among people who as young adults neither drink alcohol immoderately nor smoke, those who never marry live as long as those who marry.Bingo

E Correct. This strengthens the argument against the causal connection between marriage and longevity by showing that the longevity difference disappears when the longevity of those who marry young is compared with young adults with similar health habits who will never marry.

 

120. Codex Berinensis, a Florentine copy of an ancient Roman medical treatise, is undated but contains clues to when it was produced. Its first 80 pages are by a single copyist, but the remaining 20 pages are by three different copyists, which indicates some significant disruption. Since a letter in handwriting identified as that of the fourth copyist mentions a plague that killed many people in Florence in 1148, Codex Berinensis was probably produced in that year.

逻辑链：a plague->that year
Codex B is undated but contain clues to find out: its first 80 pages are by a single copyist, the remaining20 pages are by 3 different copiest, which indicates some evens- the fourth copyist mentions a plague in 1148. 

Therefore, CB was produced in 1148.

Situation The Florentine copy of an ancient Roman work is undated but provides clues as to the time it was produced. The first 80 pages of Codex Berinenis are the work of one copyist. The fact that the last 20 pages are the work of a succession of three different copyists is an indication of serious turmoil at the time the copying was done. Since a letter in the fourth copyist’s handwriting reveals that a plague killed many people there in 1148, Codex Berinenis was probably produced in that year.

Question Stem: Support!

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the hypothesis that Codex Berinensis was produced in 1148?
 Reasoning Which information supports the hypothesis dating the Codex to 1148? Consider the basis of the hypothesis: the succession of copyists indicating the work was significantly disrupted, and the fourth copyist’s letter indicating the plague of 1148 caused serious loss of life. From this it is argued that the plague of 1148 was the reason for the multiple copyists and that the work can thus be dated to that year. What if there were multiple plagues? In that case, Codex Berinensis could have been produced at another time. If instead only one plague occurred in the 1100s, the elimination of that possibility supports the hypothesis that the work was done in 1148

Answer Analysis:

(A) Other than Codex Berinensis, there are no known samples of the handwriting of the first three copyists.（无关）

 A Examples of the copyists’ handwriting might help date Codex Berinensis; the absence of handwriting samples does not help support 1148 as the date.

(B) According to the account by the fourth copyist, the plague went on for 10 months.（时间点和时间段是不同的,文章强调的是时间点而不是长度)

B The length of the plague, while it may account for the succession of copyists, does not help support the particular year the work was done.

 

(C) A scribe would be able to copy a page of text the size and style of Codex Berinensis in a day.（无关）
 C The amount of work a copyist could achieve each day does not provide any information about the year the work appeared.

(D) There was only one outbreak of plague in Florence in the 1100s.Bingo

 D Correct. This statement properly identifies a circumstance that supports the hypothesis.

(E) The number of pages of Codex Berinensis produced by a single scribe becomes smaller with each successive change of copyist.(无关）
 E The productivity or tenure of the various copyists is irrelevant to establishing the date.

121. The spacing of the four holes on a fragment of a bone flute excavated at a Neanderthal（穴居人的）campsite is just what is required to play the third through sixth notes of the diatonic scale—the seven-note musical scale used in much of Western music since the Renaissance. Musicologists therefore hypothesize that the diatonic musical scale was developed and used thousands of years before it was adopted by Western musicians.

逻辑链：A->B 非A->非B
Situation The arrangement of the holes in a bone fragment from a Neanderthal campsite match part of the scale used in Western music since the Renaissance. Musicologists hypothesize from this that the scale was developed thousands of years before Western musicians adopted it.

Question Stem:Support

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the hypothesis?

Reasoning Which of the options, if true, would provide the most support for the musicologists’ hypothesis? One way to approach this question is to ask yourself, “If this option were false, would the hypothesis be less likely to be true?” If the Neanderthal bone fragment could not have been part of a flute that encompassed the entire seven-note diatonic scale, then the bone fragment’s existence would not provide strong support for the hypothesis. 

Answer Analysis:

(A) Bone flutes were probably the only musical instrument made by Neanderthals.(无关）这是强调的是scale！（这个想法是错误的）
 A To the extent that this is even relevant, it tends to weaken the hypothesis; it makes less likely the possibility that Neanderthals used other types of musical instruments employing the diatonic scale.

(B) No musical instrument that is known to have used a diatonic scale is of an earlier date than the flute found at the Neanderthal campsite.（weaken）

 B This also weakens the hypothesis, because it states that there is no known evidence of a certain type that would support the hypothesis.

(C) The flute was made from a cave-bear bone and the campsite at which the flute fragment was excavated was in a cave that also contained skeletal remains of cave bears.(flute fragment的构成无关）
 C The fact that the cave-bear bone fragment that was apparently a flute came from a site where many other cave-bear skeletal remains were found has little bearing on the hypothesis, and in no way supports it.

(D) Flutes are the simplest wind instrument that can be constructed to allow playing a diatonic scale.Bingo?错了，是选E
D This does not strengthen the hypothesis, for even if the option were false—even if a simpler instrument could be constructed that employed the diatonic scale—the existence of a flute employing the diatonic scale would provide no less support for the hypothesis.

(E) The cave-bear leg bone used to make the Neanderthal flute would have been long enough to make a flute capable of playing a complete diatonic scale.
，是Bingo!

E 其实是个assumption 自然也就是加强了  

如果把e取非 骨头如果不够长 不够钻7个或以上的孔 那现在发现的咪到啦 可能只是巧合 不能说明是七音谱表 非A-》非B
E Correct. This option most strongly supports the hypothesis.

STRENGTHEN EXCEPT

80. A sudden increase in the production of elephant ivory artifacts on the Mediterranean coast of North Africa occurred in the tenth century. Historians explain this increase as the result of an area opening up as a new source of ivory and argue on this basis that the important medieval trade between North Africa and East Africa began at this period.

逻辑链：
Premise: an increase in the  production of elephant ivory artifacts occurred in the tenth century. 

Conclusion: historian explain that an area opening  up is attributed to the increase and argue that the trade between North Africa and East Africa began at this period.

Situation There was a sudden increase in the production of ivory artifacts in an area of North Africa in the tenth century. Historians say this was brought about by a new source of ivory opening up, and argue from this that important trade between North Africa and East Africa began at this time.

Question Stem: Weaken题！
Each of the following, if true, provides some support for the historians’ account described above EXCEPT:
Reasoning Which option does NOT provide support for the historians’ account? The historians’ account posits new trade between North and East Africa opening in the tenth century and infers this from the increase in ivory production in North Africa that occurred at about this time. Thus, an option that identifies some connection between North and East Africa which predates the tenth century would not support but rather undermine the historians’ account.

 

Answer Analysis:

(A) In East Africa gold coins from Mediterranean North Africa have been found at a tenth-century site but at no earlier sites.

 

(B) The many surviving letters of pre-tenth-century North African merchants include no mention of business transactions involving East Africa.

 

(C) Excavations in East Africa reveal a tenth-century change in architectural style to reflect North African patterns.

 

(D) Documents from Mediterranean Europe and North Africa that date back earlier than the tenth century show knowledge of East African animals.Bingo

 

(E) East African carvings in a style characteristic of the tenth century depict seagoing vessels very different from those used by local sailors but of a type common in the Mediterranean.

 

A That gold coins may have first been traded between East Africa and North Africa supports the idea that important trade between these areas opened up at this time.

 

B This is support for the historians’ conclusion, because if there had been important trade between East Africa and North Africa prior to the tenth century, there likely would have been some mention of it in at least some of the letters that survive from that period.

 

C This change in architectural design suggests that North Africa began to influence East Africa around this time. Opening up of new trade would explain the emergence of this new influence.

 

D Correct. This is the one option that does not support the historians’ account.

 

E The fact that East African carvings that are possibly from tenth century depict ships not from East Africa but possibly from North Africa would support the idea that trade was occurring at this time.

 

The correct answer is D.

 

102. One way to judge the performance of a company is to compare it with other companies. This technique, commonly called “benchmarking,” permits the manager of a company to discover better industrial practices and can provide a justification for the adoption of good practices.

逻辑

Fact: Benchmarking is one way to judge a performance with other company .It allows the manger of the company to discover better way and provide a justification to adopt the good practice.

Situation “Benchmarking” is a technique for judging the performance of a company by comparing it with other companies. The goal is to find and adopt better industrial practices.

Question Stem: Support-->变相weaken！
Any of the following, if true, is a valid reason for benchmarking the performance of a company against companies with which it is not in competition rather than against competitors EXCEPT:
Reasoning Which one condition does NOT recommend benchmarking against noncompetitors? Which one condition IS a well-founded reason to benchmark against competitors? First, sort through the given information and the answer choices for the question to gain an understanding of the potential advantages or disadvantages of comparing a company to its competitors or to noncompetitors. What are the reasons in favor of benchmarking against noncompetitors? Information about noncompeting companies is easier to obtain; it can offer new insights; and it may be easier to put into practice. Why then might a manager choose to benchmark against competitors? Competing companies do share special circumstances involving products and markets. If companies are often successful because of practices related to these special circumstances within their industry, then benchmarking against competitors will reveal these practices and so be more fruitful than benchmarking against noncompetitors.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Comparisons with competitors are most likely to focus on practices that the manager making the comparisons already employs.

 A Since benchmarking against competitors would yield few new practices, it would be better to benchmark against noncompetitors.

(B) Getting “inside” information about the unique practices of competitors is particularly difficult.

 B If information about competitors is hard to obtain, benchmarking against noncompetitors is preferable.

108. Kale has more nutritional value than spinach. But since collard greens have more nutritional value than lettuce, it follows that kale has more nutritional value than lettuce.

 逻辑链：
K>S,BUT C>L SO K>L weaken??

Any of the following, if introduced into the argument as an additional premise, makes the argument above logically correct EXCEPT:

 

(A) Collard greens have more nutritional value than kale.

 

(B) Spinach has more nutritional value than lettuce.

 

(C) Spinach has more nutritional value than collard greens.

 

(D) Spinach and collard greens have the same nutritional value.

 

(E) Kale and collard greens have the same nutritional value.

 

Argument Construction
 Situation Using the symbol > to mean “has (or have) more nutritional value than,” this statement can be expressed as kale > spinach, and collard greens > lettuce. The conclusion that kale > lettuce remains valid if all but one of the premises is added.

 Reasoning Which premise makes the conclusion incorrect? The information given in the passage is that kale > spinach and that collard greens > lettuce. This is not enough to conclude that kale > lettuce; another premise is needed to establish the relative nutritional value of kale and lettuce. Look at each premise offered in the answers to see whether the conclusion kale > lettuce remains valid. The ranking of vegetables may change with the additional premises; the conclusion, kale > lettuce, must not change. Find the one answer that does NOT support the conclusion.

 

A Correct. This statement properly identifies an additional premise that would invalidate the argument. If collard greens > kale, then it is possible that lettuce > kale, because the ranking could be collard greens > lettuce > kale > spinach.

 

B If spinach > lettuce, then kale > lettuce because kale > spinach.

 

C If spinach > collard greens, then kale > lettuce because the ranking would then be kale > spinach > collard greens > lettuce.

 

D If spinach = collard greens, then kale > lettuce because the ranking would be kale > spinach = collard greens > lettuce.

 

E If kale = collard greens, then kale > lettuce because kale = collard greens > lettuce.

(C) Since companies that compete with each other are likely to have comparable levels of efficiency, only benchmarking against noncompetitors is likely to reveal practices that would aid in beating competitors.

 C Since benchmarking against noncompetitors would yield practices useful in beating competitors, benchmarking against noncompetitors is preferable.

(D) Managers are generally more receptive to new ideas that they find outside their own industry.

 D If managers are more likely to adopt new practices learned from benchmarking against noncompetitors, then this technique is preferable.

(E) Much of the success of good companies is due to their adoption of practices that take advantage of the special circumstances of their products or markets.

 E Correct. This statement properly identifies the rationale that supports a company’s benchmarking against its competitors.

RESOLVE THE PARADOX

特点：在题干里没有结论

当你看到题干里面没有结论但有矛盾点，这可能是Paradox question.

当一个fact set里没有矛盾点的时候，可能是must be true.

矛盾用词：But\However\Yet\Although\Paradoxically\Surprising

Action: resolve\explain\reconcile

Problem: paradox discrepancy\contradiction conflict\puzzle

1. Question Stem:

3 key parts: if true, action, problem

“Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent paradox?”

“Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the discrepancy described above?”

“Which of the following, if true, best reconciles the seeming contradiction described above?”

2. 正确答案类型：

能够解释到“双边”矛盾

能够解释该情况是如何形成

如何实现两者共存

3. 错误答案类型：

只解释了矛盾的一方

相似性和差异性-题干讲得矛盾是相似的，选项答案却在讲差异性，相反同理

3. Suncorp, a new corporation with limited funds, has been clearing large sections of the tropical Amazon forest for cattle ranching. This practice continues even though greater profits can be made from rubber tapping, which does not destroy the forest, than from cattle ranching, which does destroy the forest.

矛盾点：

逻辑链：
background:  Suncorp, a new corporation with limited funds, has been clearing large sections of the tropical Amazon forest for cattle ranching.

Premise: the profit's of rubber tapping greater than cattle ranching

Conclusion: this practice continues( cattle ranching)

Question stem:  argument construction
Family 2-support

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain why Suncorp has been pursuing the less profitable of the two economic activities mentioned above?

->What would explain why Suncorp is clearing sections of the rain forest for ranching, even though rubber tapping would be more profitable? 

Answer Analysis:

(A) The soil of the Amazon forest is very rich in nutrients that are important in the development of grazing lands.（Shell game answer)

    his statement gives a reason why cattle ranching in the Amazon might be more profitable than one might otherwise think it would be. However, we already know from the passage that rubber tapping would be more profitable than cattle ranching. So, this answer choice does not help explain why cattle ranching might be preferable to rubber tapping.

 (B) Cattle-ranching operations that are located in tropical climates are more profitable than cattle-ranching operations that are located in cold-weather climates.（out of scope)

         The comparison between the profitableness of cattle ranching in tropical climates and   in cold-weather climates is irrelevant. The passage only covers cattle ranching in the tropical Amazon forest. This answer choice would at most explain why Suncorp is undertaking cattle ranching in the Amazon rather than in some cold-weather location.

(C) In certain districts, profits made from cattle ranching are more heavily taxed than profits made from any other industry.（out of scope）
     his statement makes what needs to be explained harder to understand, for it indicates that cattle ranching in the Amazon might be less profitable than one would otherwise think.

(D) Some of the cattle that are raised on land cleared in the Amazon are killed by wildcats.（out of scope)

      Like answer choice (C), this statement indicates a disadvantage of cattle ranching in the Amazon. So, it does not explain why cattle ranching would be preferred to some other economic activity.

(E) The amount of money required to begin a rubber-tapping operation is twice as high as the amount needed to begin a cattle ranch.

     Correct. Because it costs less to begin cattle ranching than it does to begin rubber tapping, Suncorp—which has limited funds—would have a reason to pursue cattle ranching over a potentially more profitable activity.

6. Parland’s alligator population has been declining in recent years, primarily because of hunting. Alligators prey heavily on a species of freshwater fish that is highly valued as food by Parlanders, who had hoped that the decline in the alligator population would lead to an increase in the numbers of these fish available for human consumption. Yet the population of this fish species has also declined, even though the annual number caught for human consumption has not increased.

逻辑链：a fact set

hunting-->alligator population decreases.--> increase of fish--> human consumption increased. However, even though the consumption has not increased, the fish population also declined.

Question Stem: Argument construction

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the decline in the population of the fish species?

Reasoning:

What would explain why the population of the freshwater species has declined? Suppose alligators prey not only on the prized freshwater fish but also on another species of fish that is the main predator of those fish. If there are fewer alligators to prey on the predator fish, there may well be more of the predator fish. An increase in the population of the predator fish could help explain why the population of the prized freshwater fish has declined: there are now more of the predator fish around to prey on them.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The decline in the alligator population has meant that fishers can work in some parts of lakes and rivers that were formerly too dangerous.（Out of scope)

Though this statement suggests that the population of the prized fish species may have declined due to their being caught in greater numbers by fishers, the passage tells us that the number of these fish caught for human consumption has not increased. Therefore this statement cannot explain the species’ decline in population.

 (B) Over the last few years, Parland’s commercial fishing enterprises have increased the number of fishing boats they use.(Out of scope)

The passage tells us that the number of fish caught for human consumption has not increased. This answer choice does not provide any explanation for why the population of these fish has declined.
 (C) The main predator of these fish is another species of fish on which alligators also prey.

Since alligators prey on the predator fish, a decline in the alligator population could result in an increase in the population of the predator fish, which could lead to an increase in nonhuman consumption of the prized freshwater fish.

 (D) Many Parlanders who hunt alligators do so because of the high market price of alligator skins, not because of the threat alligators pose to the fish population.(out of scope)

We already know from the passage that hunting has led to a decline in the population of alligators. It is irrelevant what motivated the hunting of alligators.

 (E) In several neighboring countries through which Parland’s rivers also flow, alligators are at risk of extinction as a result of extensive hunting.(out of scope)

The fact that alligators are at risk of extinction due to hunting in neighboring countries does not help explain why the prized freshwater fish species is declining in population. If it is puzzling why the fish population is declining despite the reduction in Parland’s alligator population, it would be just as puzzling if the alligator population elsewhere was declining.

9. While many people think of genetic manipulation of food crops as being aimed at developing larger and larger plant varieties, some plant breeders have in fact concentrated on discovering or producing dwarf varieties, which are roughly half as tall as normal varieties.

逻辑链：a fact set

A: genetic manipulation of food corps aimes at developing larger and larger plant varieties.

In fact, breeders concentrated on dwarf varieties( half as tall as normal).

Situation Some plant breeders have concentrated on discovering or producing certain species of food crop plants to be roughly half as tall as normal varieties.

Question Stem:

Which of the following would, if true, most help to explain the strategy of the plant breeders referred to above?

The strategy is that breeders concentrated on discovering or producing small  varieties of certain food crops.

Reasoning Why would some plant breeders concentrate on discovering or producing smaller varieties of certain food crops? Presumably these breeders would not seek smaller varieties of plant crops unless the smaller size conveyed some benefit. If short plants were less vulnerable to strong wind and heavy rains, they would be apt to be more productive, other things being equal. Plant breeders would have reason to try to discover or produce such hardier varieties.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Plant varieties used as food by some are used as ornamentals by others.（out of scope)

This statement doesn’t indicate whether those who use the plants as ornamentals desire shorter varieties.
 (B) The wholesale prices of a given crop decrease as the supply of it increases.(out of scope)

At most this suggests that higher productivity is not as much of an advantage as it otherwise would be. But there is nothing in the passage that indicates that smaller varieties would be more productive than normal-sized plants.

 (C) Crops once produced exclusively for human consumption are often now used for animal feed.(out of scope)

No reason is given for thinking that smaller varieties of plants are more conducive to use for animal feed than are larger varieties.

 (D) Short plants are less vulnerable to strong wind and heavy rains.

Correct. This answer choice is correct because—unlike the other choices—it helps explain why smaller plant varieties could sometimes be preferable to larger varieties. A plant that is less vulnerable to wind and rain is apt to suffer less damage. This is a clear advantage that would motivate plant breeders to try to discover or produce smaller varieties.

 (E) Nations with large industrial sectors tend to consume more processed grains.(out of scope)

This has no direct bearing on the question posed. Processed grains are not even mentioned in the passage, let alone linked to smaller plant varieties.

13. In order to reduce the number of items damaged while in transit to customers, packaging consultants recommended that the TrueSave mail-order company increase the amount of packing material so as to fill any empty spaces in its cartons. Accordingly, TrueSave officials instructed the company’s packers to use more packing material than before, and the packers zealously acted on these instructions and used as much as they could. Nevertheless, customer reports of damaged items rose somewhat.

逻辑链：
Background: reduce the number of items damaged during the transition-->increase the packing material to fill the spaces.

Premise:instructed and acted on

Conclusion: damage rose.

Situation：Mail-order company TrueSave wants to reduce the number of items damaged while in transit to customers. Packaging consultants recommended that to achieve this goal, the company should use more packing material to fill empty spaces in its cartons. The company’s packers began using as much packing material as they could, yet reports of damaged items rose rather than fell.
 

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain why acting on the consultants’ recommendation failed to achieve its goal?

 Reasoning: What would help explain why the company’s acting on the recommendation did not achieve its goal? The recommendation involved increasing the amount of packing material, so there must have been something about that increase that led to more damage. More damage would be likely to result if stuffing more packing material into shipping boxes made the packaging less effective.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The change in packing policy led to an increase in expenditure on packing material and labor.(out of scope)

An increase in expenditure on packing material and labor might affect the company’s profitability, but it would have no effect on whether items were damaged in transit.

 (B) When packing material is compressed too densely, it loses some of its capacity to absorb shock.

Correct. This statement adequately explains why more items, rather than fewer, were damaged in transit.

 (C) The amount of packing material used in a carton does not significantly influence the ease with which a customer can unpack the package.

 If customers were able to remove their items just as easily from boxes filled with more packing material as from boxes using less packing material, the items would be unaffected by an increase in the amount of packing material used.

 (D) Most of the goods that TrueSave ships are electronic products that are highly vulnerable to being damaged in transit.（out of scope)

The kind of goods TrueSave ships most frequently is not relevant to the question of why increasing the amount of packing material failed to reduce the number of items damaged in transit, since they most likely shipped this same kind of goods both before and after making the recommended change.

 (E) TrueSave has lost some of its regular customers as a result of the high number of damaged items they received.

The loss of regular customers helps explain why TrueSave turned to the packaging consultants for help, but it does not help explain why those consultants’ recommendation failed to reduce the number of items damaged in transit.

17. Hollywood restaurant is replacing some of its standard tables with tall tables and stools. The restaurant already fills every available seat during its operating hours, and the change in seating arrangements will not result in an increase in the restaurant’s seating capacity. Nonetheless, the restaurant’s management expects revenue to increase as a result of the seating change without any concurrent change in menu, prices, or operating hours.

逻辑链：
Background: replace some of its standard tables with tall tables

Premise2:  seats are not available during the operating hours. no increase in seating capacity.

Conclusion: expect that revenue increase without any changes.

Situation: Hollywood restaurant is replacing some of its tables with taller tables and stools, and the management expects this will increase revenue, despite the fact that the restaurant already fills all of its available seats and that this change will not increase seating capacity. Furthermore, there will not be any change in menu, prices, or operating hours.

Question Stem:

Family2-support

Which of the following, if true, provides the best reason for the expectation?

 Reasoning: What would strongly support the management’s expectation? Since the new seating will not increase the restaurant’s seating capacity, the management’s expectations must be based on a belief that the change to taller tables and stools will somehow change diners’ behavior, perhaps by leading them to order more food, or to stay at their tables for a shorter time, thereby allowing the restaurant to serve more diners during its operating hours without increasing seating capacity. If diners seated at tall tables and on tall stools spend less time lingering over their dinners, then they will leave sooner, opening up the tables for more diners. Because the restaurant, before the change, already fills every available seat during its operating hours, it is reasonable to think that it will be able to serve more diners than it currently does, thereby selling more food and thus increasing revenue.
Answer Analysis:

(A) One of the taller tables takes up less floor space than one of the standard tables.( an opposite information of the stimulus)

This would be relevant if we could infer from it that seating capacity will increase. However, the passage indicates that the new seating arrangement will not result in greater capacity.
 (B) Diners seated on stools typically do not linger over dinner as long as diners seated at standard tables.

 Correct. Because the restaurant will be able to serve more meals during its operating hours, the restaurant’s revenue can be expected to increase.

(C) Since the restaurant will replace only some of its standard tables, it can continue to accommodate customers who do not care for the taller tables.

 This may indicate that the restaurant is less likely to alienate customers who do not care for tall tables and stools, but that only supports the claim that the restaurant will not lose customers and therefore lose revenue; it does not indicate that the restaurant will see revenue increase.
(D) Few diners are likely to avoid the restaurant because of the new seating arrangement.（contender)

 Again, this merely indicates that there will not be a loss—or much loss—of revenue, not that there will be an increase in revenue.
(E) The standard tables being replaced by tall tables would otherwise have to be replaced with new standard tables at a greater expense.（shell game）

Less expensive tables will decrease the restaurant’s costs, but it will not increase the restaurant’s revenue.

24. Plan: Concerned about the welfare of its senior citizens, the government of Runagia decided two years ago to increase by 20 percent the government-provided pension paid to all Runagians age sixty-five and older.

 

Result: Many Runagian senior citizens are no better off financially now than they were before the increase.

 

Further information: The annual rate of inflation since the pension increase has been below 5 percent, and the increased pension has been duly received by all eligible Runagians.

逻辑链：
Situation: Two years ago, Runagia’s government attempted to improve senior citizens’ welfare by increasing senior citizens’ pensions by 20 percent. Unfortunately, many of those senior citizens’ welfare did not improve. This result occurred despite inflation being relatively low—below 5 percent—and all appropriate people receiving their increased pensions.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

In light of the further information, which of the following, if true, does most to explain the result that followed implementation of the plan?

The result of the plan is that welfare of the senior citizens did not improve.

Reasoning: What would do most to explain why many of Runagia’s senior citizens are no better off than they were before their pensions increased? Many of Runagia’s senior citizens were not helped by receiving more money. Clearly, these senior citizens used nearly 20 percent more money than they did before to maintain the same standard of living. Usually, this could be explained by high inflation—but the further information informs us that the annual rate of inflation was well below the percentage of the pension increase. The annual rate of inflation is, however, an average calculated over a large number of goods and services. The prices of some goods and services rise more than the prices of other goods and services. It could be the case that the goods and services senior citizens need are those that have risen most in price. If this were the case, their pension increase could have been insufficient to raise their standard of living.
 Answer Analysis:

(A) The majority of senior citizens whose financial position has not improved rely entirely on the government pension for their income.

Regardless of what someone relies on for their income, a 20 percent increase in that income would be expected to raise that person’s standard of living.

 (B) The Runagian banking system is so inefficient that cashing a pension check can take as much as three weeks.

The 20 percent increase in pensions occurred two years ago. Whatever problems a three-week delay in the cashing of pension checks caused would be unlikely to persist over two years.
 (C) The prices of goods and services that meet the special needs of many senior citizens have increased at a rate much higher than the rate of inflation.

Correct. This statement properly identifies a reason why the plan’s result was that many Runagian senior citizens were no better off than they were before the increase.
 (D) The pension increase occurred at a time when the number of Runagians age sixty-five and older who were living below the poverty level was at an all-time high.

 Even if it were true that an all-time high number of Runagians over sixty-five were living below the poverty line at the time of the pension increase, it would still be expected that such an increase would leave them better off financially than they were before the increase.

 (E) The most recent pension increase was only the second such increase in the last ten years.
Regardless of how many pension increases there were in the past, the current 20 percent increase could reasonably be expected to leave its recipients better off financially than they were before the increase.
49. Maize contains the vitamin niacin, but not in a form the body can absorb. Pellagra is a disease that results from niacin deficiency. When maize was introduced into southern Europe from the Americas in the eighteenth century, it quickly became a dietary staple, and many Europeans who came to subsist primarily on maize developed pellagra. Pellagra was virtually unknown at that time in the Americas, however, even among people who subsisted primarily on maize.

 Background：Maize contains niacin which cannot be absorbed. a disease Pellagra is caused by niacin deficiency.

现象：maize was introduced into southern europe and became a dietary staple. 
Europeans came to subsist on maize developed pellagra. But Americans do not develop pellagra

Situation Maize was introduced into southern Europe from the Americas in the eighteenth century and quickly became a dietary staple. Maize contains niacin but not in a form that the body can absorb. Many Europeans who came to subsist primarily on maize developed pellagra, a disease that results in niacin deficiency. However, the disease rarely occurred among people in the Americas who subsisted primarily on maize.

Question Stem: Solve the discrepancy 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the contrasting incidence of pellagra described above?

 Reasoning Which statement most helps to explain why Europeans who subsisted primarily on maize developed pellagra but people in the Americas who subsisted on maize did not? The apparent cause of the disease in the Europeans who subsisted primarily on maize was that they did not get sufficient niacin in their diets. Maize contains niacin but not in a form that the human body can absorb without further processing. The way people in the Americas prepared maize converted the niacin into a “nutritionally useful form” and that explains why they were getting enough niacin to prevent pellagra. Although the passage does not say so, the information it gives somewhat suggests that the Europeans may have lacked the appropriate traditional preparation methods (e.g., the passage says that maizequickly became a dietary staple).

Answer Analysis:

(A) Once introduced into southern Europe, maize became popular with landowners because of its high yields relative to other cereal crops.（对象无关）
 The fact that maize became popular in Europe does not explain why Europeans subsisting on it developed pellagra and people in the Americas did not.

(B) Maize grown in the Americas contained more niacin than maize grown in Europe did.

 If the niacin in maize cannot be readily absorbed by the body, then the fact that there was more niacin in the American-consumed maize does little to explain why people in the Americas did not get pellagra

玉米中富含的烟酸未能被人体吸收，即使多也没用
(C) Traditional ways of preparing maize in the Americas convert maize’s niacin into a nutritionally useful form.

Correct. This helps explain the contrast between maize consumers in the Americas and those in Europe. The people of the Americas who subsisted primarily on maize did not suffer from pellagra; because of the way they prepared maize, subsisting on it did not lead to a niacin deficiency. For a complete explanation, we would also need the information that the European maize consumers had no preparation methods that could make niacin in maize nutritionally available.

(D) In southern Europe many of the people who consumed maize also ate niacin-rich foods.如果吃富含烟酸的东西，就变得更加奇怪为什么那个pellagra还会出现
This answer choice, far from explaining why southern maize-eating Europeans got pellagra, actually makes it even more puzzling why they got it, given that pellagra results from niacin deficiency.

(E) Before the discovery of pellagra’s link with niacin, it was widely believed that the disease was an infection that could be transmitted from person to person.（无关）
The question concerns what actually caused pellagra to occur in one population and not in another. Answer choice (E) concerns only the beliefs that people had at one time concerning the causes of pellagra. So it has no bearing on the explanation that is being sought.

57. In order to withstand tidal currents, juvenile horseshoe crabs frequently burrow in the sand. Such burrowing discourages barnacles from clinging to their shells. When fully grown, however, the crabs can readily withstand tidal currents without burrowing, and thus they acquire substantial populations of barnacles. Surprisingly, in areas where tidal currents are very weak, juvenile horseshoe crabs are found not to have significant barnacle populations, even though they seldom burrow.

Background: to withstand tidal currents, JHC need to burrow in the sand，discouraging barnacles from clinging to their shells.

                     adult JHC can withstand tc without burrowing, but more barnacles cling.

Conclusion: Surprisingly, tc weak, seldom burrow and not many barnacles.

Situation Juvenile horseshoe crabs withstand tidal currents by burrowing in the sand. This action makes barnacles less likely to cling to their shells. Adult horseshoe crabs can withstand currents, so they do not burrow, and barnacles become more likely to cling to their shells. Surprisingly, however, juvenile horseshoe crabs that do not burrow, because tidal currents do not threaten them, do not have significant numbers of barnacles clinging to their shells.

Question Stem: Strengthen

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the surprising finding?

 Reasoning What would most help explain the finding that nonburrowing juvenile horseshoe crabs do not have significant barnacle populations? The finding suggests that there is some way in which nonburrowing juvenile horseshoe crabs either discourage barnacles from clinging to their shells, or get rid of the barnacles that do cling to their shells. Identifying how this is accomplished will explain the finding.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Tidal currents do not themselves dislodge驱逐barnacles from the shells of horseshoe crabs.（如果tidal current没有驱逐barnacles，那么shells应该有很多）
 This gives a reason why juvenile horseshoe crabs that do not burrow would have significant barnacle populations.

(B) Barnacles most readily attach themselves to horseshoe crabs in areas where tidal currents are weakest.（同A）
If barnacles in areas of weak tidal currents readily attach themselves to horseshoe crabs, then it would be more likely for juvenile horseshoe crabs in such areas to have significant barnacle populations.

(C) The strength of the tidal currents in a given location varies widely over the course of a day.（原文说道tidal current is weak，和原文不符）

 The areas under discussion are those where tidal currents are very weak. The strength of currents may vary widely there, but presumably they are still weak compared to other areas.

(D) A very large barnacle population can significantly decrease the ability of a horseshoe crab to find food.（和原文讨论的点无关）
 The surprising finding under discussion is why certain juvenile horseshoe crabs do not have significant barnacle populations, despite failing to engage in behavior that dislodges barnacles. That a very large barnacle population can hurt a horseshoe crab does not help explain such a finding.

(E) Until they are fully grown, horseshoe crabs shed their shells and grow new ones several times a year.（正确，如果HC隐藏了他们的壳，那么cling在他们身上的barnacle也会被隐藏）
Correct. This statement properly identifies something that helps explain the surprising finding: If juvenile horseshoe crabs regularly shed their shells, they also regularly shed the barnacles that cling to those shells. Thus juvenile horseshoe crabs would most likely be found not to have significant barnacle populations.

61. When there is less rainfall than normal, the water level of Australian rivers falls and the rivers flow more slowly. Because algae whose habitat is river water grow best in slow-moving water, the amount of algae per unit of water generally increases when there has been little rain. By contrast, however, following a period of extreme drought, algae levels are low even in very slow-moving river water.

Background: less rainfall, water level of rivers falls and rivers flow more slowly.

fact: algae can grow in a great amount if the river flow slowly( little rain)

but in a period of drought, algae levels are low in slow-moving river water. Situation When Australian rivers flow slowly due to little rain, algae populations in those rivers increase. But after periods of extreme drought, algae levels are low even in water moving at speeds that would normally show population increases.

Question Stem: (discrepency)

Which of the following, if true, does most to explain the contrast described above?

 (A) During periods of extreme drought, the populations of some of the species that feed on algae tend to fall. 如果以algae为食的species减少了，那么algae应该数量增多
This indicates one of the consequences of drought, and slightly suggests that this might be due to a lower algae level. But it does nothing to explain why algae levels might be lower after a drought.

 (B) The more slowly water moves, the more conducive its temperature is to the growth of algae.

This could explain why some rivers that are slow-moving and have little water might have a high algae level—but not why the algae level is low in such rivers after a period of drought.

 (C) When algae populations reach very high levels, conditions within the river can become toxic for some of the other species that normally live there.（some other species能不能居住和原文algae降低无关）
This explains why levels of other species might be low when algae populations are high, not why algae populations are high when there is little rain, but low following a period of extreme drought.

 (D) Australian rivers dry up completely for short intervals in periods of extreme drought.

Correct. This statement properly identifies something that helps explain the contrast. According to the information given, the habitat of the algae under discussion is river water. If the river dries up, the algae will probably not survive. Then after the drought, algae population levels would likely take a while to rise again.

 (E) Except during periods of extreme drought, algae levels tend to be higher in rivers in which the flow has been controlled by damming than in rivers that flow freely.（原文讨论的是during period of extreme drought, why not higher，而不是other time)

This emphasizes that there is a contrast between what happens to algae during periods of extreme drought and what happens to them at other times, but it does not help explain that contrast.

86. When trying to identify new technologies that promise to transform the marketplace, market researchers survey the managers of those companies that are developing new technologies. Such managers have an enormous stake in succeeding, so they invariably overstate the potential of their new technologies. Surprisingly, however, market researchers typically do not survey a new technology’s potential buyers, even though it is the buyers—not the producers—who will ultimately determine a technology’s commercial success.

逻辑链：
Background: when evaluating new technologies, the researchers tend to survey the managers, rather than the buyers, even though manager have an great stake in succeeding, so they overstate their potentials of the product and it is the buyers who determine the success of the product.. but why??

Situation Market researchers seeking to identify new technologies that have the potential to transform the marketplace survey managers of companies developing new technologies, but typically not the potential buyers of new technologies, even though managers tend to overstate the potential of their new technologies and it is the buyers who determine the products’ commercial success.

Question Stem: Discrepency

Which of the following, if true, best accounts for the typical survey practices among market researchers?

Reasoning What best explains why it is managers, not buyers, that the market researchers survey? Why, despite the information in the passage, are managers of technology companies surveyed while potential buyers are typically not? A partial explanation would be that it is difficult to reliably determine who the potential buyers of new technologies will be. If market researchers cannot identify who the potential buyers of as-yet unavailable technologies will be, that explains why they are not typically surveyed—and why the next best alternative may be to survey managers.
Answer Analysis:

(A) If a new technology succeeds, the commercial benefits accrue largely to the producers, not to the buyers, of that technology. 无关
A This answer choice tells us who would benefit from commercial success of new technologies. But it says nothing about whose opinion would be most valuable in predicting the commercial success of new technologies.

(B) People who promote the virtues of a new technology typically fail to consider that the old technology that is currently in use continues to be improved, often substantially.

B At most, this could help explain why managers overstate the potential of their new technologies. But it does not explain the motives of market researchers in relying on the managers’ rather than buyers’ opinions about new technologies.

(C) Investors are unlikely to invest substantial amounts of capital in a company whose own managers are skeptical about the commercial prospects of a new technology they are developing.

C Given that managers of technology companies will want to attract investors, this helps to explain why the managers would tend to overstate the potential of their new technologies. But it does not help to explain the survey practices.

(D) The potential buyers for not-yet-available technologies can seldom be reliably identified. Bingo

 D Correct. This accounts for why potential buyers of new technologies are not typically sought out in surveys by market researchers: It is difficult to determine in advance who they are

(E) The developers of a new technology are generally no better positioned than its potential buyers to gauge how rapidly the new technology can be efficiently mass-produced.(weaken）
E This, like answer choice (C), tends to make the practices of market researchers more difficult rather than easier to understand. If developers of new technologies are no better at gauging how rapidly a new technology can be mass-produced (a factor affecting commercial success), then all the more reason to survey potential buyers rather than the managers. 

92. In the country of Veltria, the past two years’ broad economic recession has included a business downturn in the clothing trade, where sales are down by about 7 percent as compared to two years ago. Clothing wholesalers have found, however, that the proportion of credit extended to retailers that was paid off on time fell sharply in the first year of the recession but returned to its prerecession level in the second year.

逻辑链：
In Veltria, the sale of clothing trade are downed by 7%compared to two years ago. However, the proportion of credit paid off on time fell sharply in the first year, but return to its former level in second years. 

Situation Two years of recession in Veltria included a downturn in the clothing trade where sales are down 7 percent from two years ago. Yet, in the second year of the recession, the proportion of credit extended from clothing wholesalers to retailers that was paid off on time has returned to its prerecession level, after having fallen sharply during the first year.

Question Stem: Discrepency，必须解答两方～
Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the change between the first and the second year of the recession in the proportion of credit not paid off on time?

Reasoning Which option would most help to explain the change between the first and second year in the proportion of credit paid off on time? The apparent discrepancy in the passage that needs explaining is between the downturn in the clothing trade over the last two years and the return to prerecession rates in the proportion of credit extended to clothing retailers that was paid on time. How can the proportion this past year be similar to what it would be in a normal year? After all, one would expect retailers to have a harder time paying off credit in a recession. And what changed in the past year to bring this about? If the first year of the recession drove out of business many of the retailers who were most apt to get behind in their payments to wholesalers, then that would explain how the rate at which credit was being paid on time could be as high in the second year of the recession as it was before the recession.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The total amount of credit extended to retailers by clothing wholesalers increased between the first year of the recession and the second year. 利息增加，第二年还是不能准时还的比率还是会增加，为什么会减少

 A The fact that the absolute amount of credit that was extended to retailers went up in the second year does not help to explain why the proportion that was paid on time also went up.

(B) Between the first and second years of the recession, clothing retailers in Veltria saw many of their costs, rent and utilities in particular, increase.和A一样，会有更多人来不及还贷

 B If anything, this would suggest that more retailers would have trouble paying their credit to wholesalers on time.

(C) Of the considerable number of clothing retailers in Veltria who were having financial difficulties before the start of the recession, virtually all were forced to go out of business during its first year. 
C Correct. This is the option that most helps to explain the phenomenon.

 

(D) Clothing retailers in Veltria attempted to stimulate sales in the second year of the recession by discounting merchandise.

 D Just because retailers tried to stimulate sales does not mean that they succeeded, and the passage tells us that the downturn in sales in the clothing trade continued into the second year.

(E) Relatively recession-proof segments of the clothing trade, such as work clothes, did not suffer any decrease in sales during the first year of the recession.

E This does not change the fact that there was a downturn in sales of clothing during the first year. Furthermore, the question is why the rate of unpaid credit dropped in the second year of the recession.

94. As a construction material, bamboo is as strong as steel and sturdier than concrete. Moreover, in tropical areas bamboo is a much less expensive construction material than either steel or concrete and is always readily available. In tropical areas, therefore, building with bamboo makes better economic sense than building with steel or concrete, except where land values are high.

逻辑链：
Premise:as a construction material,  bamboo is as strong as steel and sturdier than concrete. Besides, it is less expensive than other materials.

Conclusion: building with bamboo is more economic than building with steel or concrete. Except the values are high.

Situation Bamboo is as strong as steel and sturdier than concrete when used as a construction material. In tropical areas, bamboo is much less expensive and is always readily available.

Question Stem: Support?

Why bamboo does not better economic than steel or concrete when land value is high?

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the exception noted above?

 Reasoning What explains the exception specified in the conclusion? The argument’s conclusion is that in tropical areas bamboo is a more economical building material than steel or concrete, except where land values are high. The information in the passage makes clear why bamboo is a more economical building material in tropical areas than are concrete or steel. So the question is: Why must an exception be made for areas where land values are high? Multistory buildings are particularly desirable in areas where land values are high, but bamboo may not be suitable for such buildings.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Buildings constructed of bamboo are less likely to suffer earthquake damage than are steel and concrete buildings.(无关）
A This explains why bamboo would be preferable to steel or concrete in tropical areas especially prone to earthquakes. However, there is no clear connection to be made between areas where land values are high and areas especially prone to earthquakes.

 (B) Bamboo is unsuitable as a building material for multistory buildings.

B Correct. Multistory buildings provide a greater area of floor space for a given site area, and in that sense are more economical. A single-story building with the same floor space will occupy a much bigger site, so the higher the land values, the more likely it is that a multistory building will be built on that land. Thus, given this information, bamboo is less suitable for areas where land values are high.

 (C) In order to protect it from being damaged by termites白蚁 and beetles甲虫, bamboo must be soaked, at some expense, in a preservative.

C This undermines, to some extent, the claim that bamboo is an economical building material. But it does nothing to explain why it would be less economical specifically in areas where land values are high.

 (D) In some tropical areas, bamboo is used to make the scaffolding搭手架 that is used during large construction projects.（无关）

D This is irrelevant. Bamboo is used to build scaffolding for construction projects and as a building material for permanent structures. There is no way to infer from this that bamboo is less economical specifically in areas where land values are high.

 (E) Bamboo growing in an area where land values are increasing is often cleared to make way for construction.

 E The fact that bamboo is cleared from an area to make room for construction in no way implies that bamboo would not be a suitable and economical building material for the area once it has been cleared.

99. An experiment was done in which human subjects recognize a pattern within a matrix of abstract designs and then select another design that completes that pattern. The results of the experiment were surprising. The lowest expenditure of energy in neurons in the brain was found in those subjects who performed most successfully in the experiments.

 逻辑链：
Background: an experiment was done, human recognize a pattern with a matrix of abstract designs and then select another design that completes that pattern. 

Conclusion: a surprise result came out. lowest expenditure of energy in neurons in the brain was found in those who performed most successfully.

Situation Experimental subjects worked with pattern recognition and completion. The subjects who performed best showed the lowest expenditure of energy in neurons in the brain. 

Question Stem: 

Which of the following hypotheses best accounts for the findings of the experiment?

 Reasoning Which hypothesis best accounts for the findings? In order to account for the findings, the hypothesis must suggest a plausible link between successful performance and the energy expenditure of neurons in the brain. Consider each answer choice, and evaluate its plausibility and logic. Where is there a reasonably direct relationship between the given factors and the conclusion that is drawn? Understand that hypotheses based on factors not included in the experiment cannot be used to account for the findings.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The neurons of the brain react less when a subject is trying to recognize patterns than when the subject is doing other kinds of reasoning.（无关）

A The experiment did not compare types of reasoning so this hypothesis does not account for the results.

 (B) Those who performed best in the experiment experienced more satisfaction when working with abstract patterns than did those who performed less well.（无关）

B No information is provided about subjects’ satisfaction, so this hypothesis is not warranted.

(C) People who are better at abstract pattern recognition have more energy-efficient(lowest energy) neural connections.

C Correct. This statement properly identifies a hypothesis that connects subjects’ performance with their energy expenditure and so could account for the experiment’s results.

(D) The energy expenditure of the subjects’ brains increases when a design that completes the initially recognized pattern is determined.（weaken）

D The most successful subjects would presumably not have completed fewer patterns than average, so the posited increase in energy would likely lead to higher energy expenditures for them, not lower

(E) The task of completing a given design is more capably performed by athletes, whose energy expenditure is lower when they are at rest.（未讲到athletes）

 E No information is offered on the subjects, so no hypothesis about athletes is warranted.

FAMILY 3

特点：attack the argument

      题干信息有疑点，选项答案可接受

WEAKEN

特点：the opposite of must be true.

      The stem will usually include the word weaken or a synonym, such as:

      Attack Undermine Refute Argue against Call into question

      Challenge\damage\counter\cast doubt\contradict

      attack the conclusion! focus on it!

Question Stem:

“Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?”

“Which of the following, if true, casts the most doubt on the conclusion drawn above?”

“Which of the following, if known, is evidence that contradicts the hypothesis above?

正确答案、削弱方法

正确答案是涉及结论没考虑的情况

不完整信息-还有其他可能性

不适当的比较

Qualified conclusion

Error of a causality 因果型

One event occurs before the other.

Example:

Every morning the rooster crows before the sun rises. Hence, the rooster must cause the sun to rise.

Two (or more) events occur at the same time.

    Example:

The consumption of ice cream has been found to correlate with the murder rate. Therefore, consuming ice cream must cause one to be more likely to commit murder.

方法：有因无果、有果无因、他因导致、因果倒置、数据资料有问题

错误答案类型

Strengthen

shell game

out of scope

8. In virtually any industry, technological improvements increase labor productivity, which is the output of goods and services per person-hour worked. In Parland’s industries, labor productivity is significantly higher than it is in Vergia’s industries. Clearly, therefore, Parland’s industries must, on the whole, be further advanced technologically than Vergia’s are.

逻辑链:

Premise1: technological improvent-->increase labor productivity.

Premise2:  Parland>Vergia (labor productivity)

Conclusion: Parland's industries techology>Vergia's

Situation Technological improvements in nearly every industry increase labor productivity, which is the output of goods and services per person-hour worked. Because labor productivity is significantly higher in Parland than Vergia, Parland’s industries are, in general, more technologically advanced than Vergia’s.

Question Stem:

Family Three-weaken

hurt the argument but does not destroy the author's position.

The argument is most vulnerable to which of the following criticisms?

Reasoning To which criticism is the argument most vulnerable? Though one factor, such as technological advancements, may lead to greater labor productivity, it may not be the only such factor, or even a necessary factor, leading to great labor productivity. Therefore, the mere fact that one region’s labor is more productive than another’s is not sufficient to establish that the former region is more technologically advanced than the latter region is.

Answer Analysis:

(A) It offers a conclusion that is no more than a paraphrase of one of the pieces of information provided in its support.

The conclusion is not merely a paraphrase of the pieces of information provided in its support. Indeed, the problem with the argument is that the conclusion goes too far beyond what the premises merit.
 (B) It presents as evidence in support of a claim information that is inconsistent with other evidence presented in support of the same claim.(OUT OF SCOPE)

The premises of the argument are not inconsistent with one another.

 (C) It takes one possible cause of a condition to be the actual cause of that condition without considering any other possible causes.

Correct. This accurately describes the flaw in the argument because the reasons given in the argument for its conclusion would be good reasons only if there were no other plausible explanations for Parland’s greater labor productivity.
 (D) It takes a condition to be the effect of something that happened only after the condition already existed.

The argument does not mention how long Parland has had more productive labor, or when technological improvements would have occurred.
 (E) It makes a distinction that presupposes the truth of the conclusion that is to be established.

Neither of the premises contains anything that presupposes the conclusion to be true.

25. A drug that is highly effective in treating many types of infection can, at present, be obtained only from the bark of the ibora, a tree that is quite rare in the wild. It takes the bark of 5,000 trees to make one kilogram of the drug. It follows, therefore, that continued production of the drug must inevitably lead to the ibora’s extinction.

逻辑链：
Premise: the bark of the ibora is used to make the drug. 5000 trees make one kilogram

Conclusion: continued production of drug lead to the ibora's extinction.

Situation:The extinction of the rare ibora tree is inevitable if production of an effective infection-fighting drug continues.
Question Stem: weaken

 Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?

Reasoning: Which point most weakens the argument? The production of the drug requires such an enormous amount of bark that, the argument concludes, the continuing existence of the rare tree is in jeopardy. But the argument assumes that killing the trees in the wild is the only way to obtain the needed bark. Can the tree be cultivated? If so, the majority of the trees in the wild could be left to flourish.
Answer Analysis:

 (A) The drug made from ibora bark is dispensed to doctors from a central authority.

The method of the drug’s distribution is irrelevant, unless the central authority can limit the drug’s production from the bark of wild ibora trees. But this information is not provided.

 (B) The drug made from ibora bark is expensive to produce.

 The cost of producing the drug does not affect the outcome for the tree unless it deters production.
 (C) The leaves of the ibora are used in a number of medical products.(未提及)
The existence of uses for other parts of the tree opens the possibility that the ibora-bark drug would cause no increase in destruction of trees other than what exists already. If this information were provided, it would weaken support for the conclusion. Since it is not provided, this option does not significantly weaken the argument.
 (D) The ibora can be propagated from cuttings and grown under cultivation.

Correct. This information most weakens the argument.
 (E) The ibora generally grows in largely inaccessible places.

Difficulty of access to the trees could provide a disincentive to their harvesting—but we are not told that it would prevent their harvesting.
32. Last year the rate of inflation was 1.2 percent, but for the current year it has been 4 percent. We can conclude that inflation is on an upward trend and the rate will be still higher next year.

逻辑链：
Premise 1: last year inflation 1.2%

Premise 2: this year 4%

Conclusion: rate will be higher next year

Situation: The rate of inflation was 1.2 percent last year but is 4 percent in the current year. It is therefore expected to rise above 4 percent next year.

Question Stem: Family 3 Weaken

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the conclusion above?

推翻 rate will be higher next year-->原因
Reasoning:  

The conclusion is based on an upward trend that is derived from data for two years. Data from only two years provide rather weak evidence of a trend. Additional evidence that provides a context for the annual inflation rates during the most recent two-year period will promote a more solid evaluation of this prediction of next year’s inflation rate. If inflation has recently been stable at 4 percent, and the temporary drop the previous year is accounted for by lower oil prices, then the basis for the prediction seems quite weak.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The inflation figures were computed on the basis of a representative sample of economic data rather than all of the available data.

 由于是样本数据，肯定是就据代表性的
(B) Last year a dip in oil prices brought inflation temporarily below its recent stable annual level of 4 percent.

 正确，因为往年都是维持在4%左右，而去年的急剧下降，就推翻了下一年会继续增长的可能。
(C) Increases in the pay of some workers are tied to the level of inflation, and at an inflation rate of 4 percent or above, these pay raises constitute a force causing further inflation.

 这里成为了支持结论的一个论点
(D) The 1.2 percent rate of inflation last year represented a 10-year low.

假如在前两年inflation的比率>1.2很多，说明去年和今年时朝降低方向发展，但是如果前两年只是1.25>1.2一点点的话，就难以判断作为inflation下降的标志，对比起B来说，D说服力不足。
(E) Government intervention cannot affect the rate of inflation to any significant degree.

 政府干涉失败是一个支持，而不是削弱
37. In the last decade there has been a significant decrease in coffee consumption. During this same time, there has been increasing publicity about the adverse long-term effects on health of the caffeine in coffee. Therefore, the decrease in coffee consumption must have been caused by consumers’ awareness of the harmful effects of caffeine.

 逻辑链：
Premise: decrease coffee consumption+adverse long-term effect on health of the caffeine in coffee

Conclusion: awareness of the harmful effects of caffeine led to decrease coffee consumption.

Situation The decrease in coffee consumption in the last decade can be explained by consumers’ increased awareness of the detrimental effects of the caffeine in coffee.

Question Stem: Weaken型
Which of the following, if true, most seriously calls into question the explanation above?

 他因导致：the decrease in coffee consumption is not related to the awareness of the detrimental effect.

Reasoning: A conclusion offering an explanation for some occurrence may be weakened when another explanation at least as compelling as the original is offered. Coffee consumption may have decreased over the decade for some reason other than consumers’ awareness of the adverse health effects of caffeine. If the price of coffee has increased in the same period that consumption has decreased, then the decrease may well be the result of consumers’ attention to price rather than their attention to health. Higher prices would offer a good alternative explanation that would weaken the original explanation.

Answer Analysis:

(A) On average, people consume 30 percent less coffee today than they did 10 years ago.

关于的消费量减了多少，并没涉及原因
 This point merely tells us how much coffee consumption has decreased; it does not make the explanation offered in the conclusion any less likely to be correct.

 (B) Heavy coffee drinkers may have mild withdrawal symptoms, such as headaches, for a day or so after significantly decreasing their coffee consumption.

Withdrawal symptoms 断瘾症状would occur only after decreased consumption has occurred and so cannot explain why the decrease occurred.

 (C) Sales of specialty types of coffee have held steady as sales of regular brands have declined.

Suppose that the specialty coffees that had their sales hold steady were all caffeine-free coffees; note that nothing rules this out. If this were the case, the explanation would remain plausible

 (D) The consumption of fruit juices and caffeine-free herbal teas has increased over the past decade.

 An increase in the consumption of these drinks could plausibly be the result of some coffee drinkers switching to these drinks to avoid the negative effects of caffeine.

和D一样只是小部分的情况，没有E好
(E) Coffee prices increased steadily in the past decade because of unusually severe frosts in coffee-growing nations.

 因为霜冻，价格上涨成为了咖啡消费量降低的原因
 This statement properly identifies a plausible alternative explanation and therefore undermines the given explanation.

43. Some anthropologists study modern-day societies of foragers in an effort to learn about our ancient ancestors who were also foragers. A flaw in this strategy is that forager societies are extremely varied. Indeed, any forager society with which anthropologists are familiar has had considerable contact with modern, non-forager societies.

forager觅食蚁
Background: anthropologists study modern-day societies of foragers to learn about foragers in ancient societies.

Conclusion:a flaw in the strategy .

Premise:  forager societies are varied and any forager society with which an are familiar has had considerable contact with modern,non forager societies.  

Situation Studying contemporary foraging societies in order to understand ancient foragers is flawed because forager societies are so widely varied and also because the contemporary foragers have had so much contact with modern societies.

 

Question Stem: Weaken                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the criticism made above of the anthropologists’ strategy? 

Reasoning Which point weakens this argument? The argument rejects the comparison of modern-day foraging societies to ancient ones because of the variety of existing forager societies and because the modern-day foragers have been in contact with other modern cultures. What situation would support making this comparison? What if modern-day foragers remain similar to ancient foragers because of nonchanging features of foraging societies throughout history? If these are features that are not shared with other cultures, then the argument that anthropologists cannot learn about ancient foragers by studying their modern counterparts is weakened.

Answer Analysis:

(A) All forager societies throughout history have had a number of important features in common that are absent from other types of societies.
 Correct. This statement properly identifies the factor that weakens the argument: A comparison could well be a valuable source of understanding if all foraging societies are shown to share certain features not found in other societies.

(B) Most ancient forager societies either dissolved or made a transition to another way of life.（Strengthen)
(C) All anthropologists study one kind or another of modern-day society.

 This point does not address the issue of comparing a modern society to an ancient society.

(D) Many anthropologists who study modern-day forager societies do not draw inferences about ancient societies on the basis of their studies.

 The reason for this could be that these anthropologists know that such a comparison is not useful; thus this point does not weaken the argument.

(E) Even those modern-day forager societies that have not had significant contact with modern societies are importantly different from ancient forager societies.（Strengthen)

51. Rye sown in the fall and plowed into the soil in early spring leaves a residue that is highly effective at controlling broad-leaved weeds, but unfortunately for only about forty-five days. No major agricultural crop matures from seed in as little as forty-five days. Synthetic herbicides, on the other hand, although not any longer-lasting, can be reapplied as the crop grows. Clearly, therefore, for major agricultural crops, plowing rye into the soil can play no part in effective weed control.

 两者对比型：
Rye sown effective at controlling broad-leaved weeds,but noly 45days. 

major agricultural crop mature from the seeds more than 45 days.

Synthetic herbicides are not longer-lasting, but can be reapplied

Conclusion: rye is not effective in weed control.

Situation Broad-leaved weeds can be controlled in the spring for forty-five days by plowing fall-sown rye into the soil. But major agricultural crops take more than forty-five days to mature, and the rye-sowing process cannot be repeated. Synthetic herbicides last no longer than forty-five days, but they can be reapplied as necessary. Based on these facts, it is concluded that plowing rye into the soil cannot be part of effective weed control for major crops.

Question Stem: Weaken型！两者对比型！
The argument is most vulnerable to the objection that it fails to

 Reasoning：To what objection is the argument vulnerable? Note that the conclusion of the argument is emphatic: Plowing rye into the soil can play no part in effective weed control. Does the argument support this strong a conclusion? The argument fails to address whether it would be feasible to use plowed-in rye to control weeds for the first forty-five days of crop growth, and use applications of herbicide for the rest of the growing season. This might not be the case, but it should be addressed before it is concluded that plowing rye into the soil cannot be part of effective weed control.

Answer Analysis:

(A) consider that there might be minor, quick-growing crops that do mature in forty-five days or less

原文讲到的是major agricultural corps，minor在这无关
 The argument is concerned with whether plowing rye into the soil can be used in weed control for major crops, so the existence of minor crops for which rye could be used, because its weed-controlling qualities would last throughout their maturation, is irrelevant.

(B) identify any alternative method of weed control that could be used instead of the method it rejects

原文关于的是Rye和Synthetic herbicides的对比，其他的方法不是讨论的重点
The argument does identify a method of weed control that can be used instead of rye: synthetic herbicides

(C) distinguish among the various kinds of synthetic herbicides

多种synthetic herbicides不是讨论的重点
That there are many types of synthetic herbicides is not important to the argument; what is important is that at least some of them can be reapplied as crops grow.

(D) allow for the possibility of combining the two weed-control methods it mentions

Correct. This statement properly identifies a possibility that the argument fails to consider

(E) allow for the possibility that plants other than rye, handled the same way, might have the same effect

The argument is concerned with whether rye can be used to control weeds. That there might be other plants that could have the same effect is not relevant.

58. Red blood cells in which the malarial-fever疟疾 parasite resides are eliminated from a person’s body after 120 days. Because the parasite cannot travel to a new generation of red blood cells, any fever that develops in a person more than 120 days after that person has moved to a malaria-free region is not due to the malarial parasite.

Background: malarial-fever parasite resided in the red blood cells are eliminated from body after 120 days.

Premise: parasite cannot travel to a new generation of red blood cells

Conclusion: fever develops more than 120 days after a person has moved to a malaria-free region is not due to the malarial parasite.

Situation The malarial-fever parasite lives in red blood cells, but these cells are eliminated after 120 days. If the infected person moves to a malaria-free region, any new fever that occurs after 120 days cannot be due to the malarial-fever parasite.

Question Stem: weaken

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the conclusion above?

 lever develops due to the malarial-fever

Reasoning：What weakens the conclusion? The passage says that the malarial parasites that reside in red blood cells are eliminated after 120 days. What if malarial parasites can also reside in other places in a person’s body? If for instance the parasites can reside in the spleen, from which they are not eliminated as frequently, as well as in red blood cells, they may not be eliminated within 120 days. Therefore, they could cause malarial fever after the 120-day period. In that case, the conclusion ruling out a new generation of malarial parasites as the cause of new fever is unfounded.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The fever caused by the malarial parasite may resemble the fever caused by flu viruses.

The issue is not about a similarity of symptoms but about where the parasites reside.

(B) The anopheles mosquito, which is the principal insect carrier of the malarial parasite, has been eradicated in many parts of the world.

 The existence of malaria-free regions is not in question

(C) Many malarial symptoms other than the fever, which can be suppressed with antimalarial medication, can reappear within 120 days after the medication is discontinued.（与原文讨论点无关)

The argument gives no reason to postulate any significant connection between the discontinuation of medication and the issue of whether symptoms can persist after a patient has been in a malaria-free region for 120 days.

(D) In some cases, the parasite that causes malarial fever travels to cells of the spleen, which are less frequently eliminated from a person’s body than are red blood cells. Correct

(E) In any region infested with malaria-carrying mosquitoes, there are individuals who appear to be immune to malaria.（原文讨论的是 free malaria region，）
This tells us only that some individuals are immune; it does not help us determine whether those who are not can have symptoms occur more than 120 days after moving into a malaria-free area.

62. When hypnotized subjects are told that they are deaf and are then asked whether they can hear the hypnotist, they reply, “No.” Some theorists try to explain this result by arguing that the selves of hypnotized subjects are dissociated into separate parts, and that the part that is deaf is dissociated from the part that replies.

逻辑链：Fact!

 Situation People under hypnosis are told they are deaf. When asked by the hypnotist if they can hear, they hear the question and respond, “No.” A theory explains this puzzling result by stating that the hypnotized subjects dissociate the part of themselves that is deaf from the part that replies to the question.

Question Stem: weaken

Which of the following challenges indicates the most serious weakness in the attempted explanation described above?

 Reasoning： Which question points to a weakness in the theory? According to the theory, hypnotized people dissociate themselves into separate parts: the hearing part and the deaf part. Then, they must be using the hearing part of themselves when they respond to the hypnotist’s question; obviously, if they were using the deaf part of themselves at that point, they would not hear or thus respond at all. So, if they are using the hearing part of themselves, as the theorists maintain, why would they respond “No” to the question, “Can you hear me?” The hearing part would more logically answer “Yes.”
Answer Analysis:

(A) Why does the part that replies not answer, “Yes”?

 Correct. This statement properly identifies a challenge that demonstrates the weakness in the theory.

(B) Why are the observed facts in need of any special explanation?

This question does not address a weakness in the explanation; instead it asks why there needs to be an explanation at all.

(C) Why do the subjects appear to accept the hypnotist’s suggestion that they are deaf?（原文有说，但是尚未验证）
The theorists’ explanation, if true, can help answer this question, so this challenge does not indicate a weakness.

(D) Why do hypnotized subjects all respond the same way in the situation described?

The theorists’ explanation, if true, can help answer this question, so this challenge does not indicate a weakness.

(E) Why are the separate parts of the self the same for all subjects?（这个在原文的解释中未提及，未能构成weakness)

 The theorists’ explanation does not address why the parts of the self are the same for all subjects, so this question does not get to a weakness of their argument.

71. In comparison to the standard typewriter keyboard, the EFCO keyboard, which places the most-used keys nearest the typist’s strongest fingers, allows faster typing and results in less fatigue. Therefore, replacement of standard keyboards with the EFCO keyboard will result in an immediate reduction of typing costs.

 Premise: EFCO keyboard--》faster taping and less fatigue.

Conclusion: replace standard keyboards with efco~ will reduce taping costs.

Situation Compared to the standard typewriter keyboard, the EFCO keyboard promotes faster typing while producing less fatigue. Replacing standard keyboards with EFCO keyboards promises immediate reduction of typing costs.

Question Stem: Waken

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the conclusion drawn above?

 Reasoning What point would weaken the conclusion about reduced typing costs? Whenever a word like immediate is part of an argument, it is wise to be alert. Given the comparison with the standard keyboard, it could well be that over the longer term the EFCO keyboard will save money. What problems might there be initially, however, that would counteract the possibility of immediate savings? Personnel must first be retrained on the new EFCO keyboard, and it is possible that the costs of the training could offset any short-term savings. If the more experience employees have had with the standard keyboard, the more costly the initial training, then adopting the new keyboard could have high short-term costs that preclude immediate savings.
Answer Analysis:

(A) People who use both standard and EFCO keyboards report greater difficulty in the transition from the EFCO keyboard to the standard keyboard than in the transition from the standard keyboard to the EFCO keyboard.strengthen?

The greater ease of changing from the standard keyboard to the EFCO keyboard for typists experienced in both would support, not weaken, the conclusion.

 

(B) EFCO keyboards are no more expensive to manufacture than are standard keyboards and require less frequent repair than do standard keyboards.seems to strengthen

 The fewer repairs required by EFCO keyboards should save money in the long run; immediate costs will not go up since the price of both keyboards is the same. The conclusion is not weakened.

(C) The number of businesses and government agencies that use EFCO keyboards is increasing each year. strengthen

 The increasing use of EFCO keyboards supports the conclusion, because it suggests that other offices have found the switch advantageous.

(D) The more training and experience an employee has had with the standard keyboard, the more costly it is to train that employee to use the EFCO keyboard.Bingo

Correct. This statement properly identifies information that weakens the conclusion that savings will be immediate.

 

(E) Novice typists can learn to use the EFCO keyboard in about the same amount of time that it takes them to learn to use the standard keyboard. 

 For new typists, training time is the same for both keyboards; this statement does not weaken the conclusion.

73. An overly centralized economy, not the changes in the climate, is responsible for the poor agricultural production in Country X since its new government came to power. Neighboring Country Y has experienced the same climatic conditions, but while agricultural production has been falling in Country X, it has been rising in Country Y.

 逻辑链：
X.Y对比
X centralized economy is the cause of poor agricultural production, rather than the climate. Because Y has experienced the same climate, but its production increases.

Situation Two countries sharing similar climate conditions differ widely in agricultural production, one experiencing a rise and the other a decline. The decline is blamed on an overly centralized economy.

Question Stem: Weaken

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the argument above?

 Reasoning What point most weakens the argument that the economy is to blame? If a factor other than the economy could account for the differences in agricultural production, then the argument is weakened. If the two countries grow different kinds of crops that may react differently to the same climate conditions, then the types of crops, rather than the economy could be responsible for the differences in production.

Answer ANalysis:

(A) Industrial production also is declining in Country X.(strengthen,因为说明是集中型经济带来的后果）
 A This weakly suggests that the overly centralized economy of Country X is to blame for its poor agricultural production; this strengthens the argument more than it weakens it.

(B) Whereas Country Y is landlocked, Country X has a major seaport.（地理位置无关）
 The availability of a seaport does not explain the differences in agricultural production.

(C) Both Country X and Country Y have been experiencing drought conditions.重复原文的内容
 Similar climate conditions have already been established in the argument.

(D) The crops that have always been grown in Country X are different from those that have always been grown in Country Y. bingo

 Correct. This statement properly identifies a factor that weakens the argument.

(E) Country X’s new government instituted a centralized economy with the intention of ensuring an equitable distribution of goods.（无关）
  The government’s intention when instituting the economy does not have any bearing on whether the economy is responsible for the decline or not.

79. When demand for a factory’s products is high, more money is spent at the factory for safety precautions and machinery maintenance than when demand is low. Thus the average number of on-the-job accidents per employee each month should be lower during periods when demand is high than when demand is low and less money is available for safety precautions and machinery maintenance.

Background: more demand, more money is spent on the precautions and maintenance.

Conclusion: job accident should be lower when demand is high.

Situation Because more money is spent on safety precautions and machinery maintenance at a factory when demand for its product is high, the average number of job-related accidents per employee at the factory should be lower when demand is high.

Question Stem: weaken!

Which of the following, if true about a factory when demand for its products is high, casts the most serious doubt on the conclusion drawn above?

Reasoning What point casts doubt on the conclusion? Consider what other conditions can result from high demand for a factory’s products. What if, when demand is high, more employees are hired to meet the demand? If, in the effort to increase production, there is not enough time for proper training, then it is likely that the new, poorly trained employees will have more job-related accidents than experienced, well-trained workers

 

Answer Analysis:

(A) Its employees ask for higher wages than they do at other times.

If employers consented to employees’ request and diverted money from safety to wages, this statement might cast doubt on the conclusion. However, no such reallocation of resources is implied, and the passage conclusively states that more money is spent on safety precautions and machinery maintenance when demand for the product is high. Therefore this statement is irrelevant.

(B) Its management hires new workers but lacks the time to train them properly. Bingo

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a point that undermines the conclusion.

(C) Its employees are less likely to lose their jobs than they are at other times.(无关）
C Increased job security could result in an increased number of workers, which might increase the total number of accidents. However, the conclusion is about the number of accidents per employee, so this point is irrelevant.

(D) Its management sponsors a monthly safety award for each division in the factory.（Strengthen)

D Actively promoting safety with an award would tend to support the argument, not weaken it.

(E) Its old machinery is replaced with modern, automated models.Strengthen

E Replacing outdated machinery with more modern machinery could result in a safer workplace; this point could strengthen the conclusion.

 

82. Journalist: In physics journals, the number of articles reporting the results of experiments involving particle accelerators was lower last year than it had been in previous years. Several of the particle accelerators at major research institutions were out of service the year before last for repairs, so it is likely that the low number of articles was due to the decline in availability of particle accelerators.

逻辑链
Background: number of articles reporting of the experiments involving accelerators was decreased.

Premise: several of them were out of service

Conclusion: low number of article is due by the decline in availability of accelerators.

Situation A journalist attributes the low number of articles about particle accelerators in physics journals to the fact that several accelerators at major research institutions had been out of service the previous year.

Question Stem: weaken

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the journalist’s argument?他因导致～
Reasoning What point undermines the journalist’s argument? The journalist assumes that the researchers’ lack of access to the accelerators is responsible for the decline in the number of articles. What else could explain fewer articles? What if the decline is due, not to the availability of the accelerators for experiments, but to policies regarding publishing articles related to such experiments? An alternate explanation is that changes in the editorial policies of physics journals, rather than the effect of the out-of-service accelerators, could well be responsible for the lower number of published articles about particle-accelerator research.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Every article based on experiments with particle accelerators that was submitted for publication last year actually was published.（Strengthen）

 A This statement rules out the possibility that submitted articles were not published, and eliminating this alternate explanation tends to support the argument.

(B) The average time scientists must wait for access to a particle accelerator has declined over the last several years.（应该作品量会提高，跟问题无关）
B decline in waiting time would seem to promote more articles about accelerator research being written and published, not fewer.

(C) The number of physics journals was the same last year as in previous years.

C While the decline in articles could be explained by a decline in the number of journals, this statement eliminates that alternate explanation.

(D) Particle accelerators can be used for more than one group of experiments in any given year.作品量会增加而不是减少！
D If the accelerators can be used for multiple experiments, then it is reasonable to expect more articles related to them, not fewer.

(E) Recent changes in the editorial policies of several physics journals have decreased the likelihood that articles concerning particle-accelerator research will be accepted for publication. Bingo

 E Correct. This statement properly identifies a point that undermines the journalist’s reasoning.

 107. Although the discount stores in Goreville’s central shopping district are expected to close within five years as a result of competition from a SpendLess discount department store that just opened, those locations will not stay vacant for long. In the five years since the opening of Colson’s, a nondiscount department store, a new store has opened at the location of every store in the shopping district that closed because it could not compete with Colson’s.

Situation Due to competition from a recently opened SpendLess discount department store, discount stores in Goreville’s central shopping district are expected to close within five years. But those locations will not be vacant long, for new stores have replaced all those that closed because of the opening five years ago of a Colson’s nondiscount department store.

Question Stem: Weaken!类比
Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?

Reasoning The question is which option would most weaken the argument? The arguer infers that stores that leave because of the SpendLess will be replaced in their locations by other stores because that is what happened after the Colson’s department came in. Since the reasoning relies on a presumed similarity between the two cases, any information that brings to light a relevant dissimilarity would weaken the argument. If the stores that were driven out by Colson’s were replaced mostly by discount stores, that suggests that the stores were replaced because of a need that no longer exists after the opening of SpendLess. 

过去反复开张的都是折扣店，是因为竞争对手是个非折扣店，但这次竞争对是也是个折扣店，那么原来的结论就不成立了。
Answer Analysis:

(A) Many customers of Colson’s are expected to do less shopping there than they did before the SpendLess store opened.

 A The fact that Colson’s may be seeing fewer customers does not mean that the discount stores that close will not be replaced; they might be replaced by stores that in no way compete with Colson’s or SpendLess.

(B) Increasingly, the stores that have opened in the central shopping district since Colson’s opened have been discount stores.

 B Correct. This option most seriously weakens the argument.

(C) At present, the central shopping district has as many stores operating in it as it ever had.

 C If anything, this strengthens the argument by indicating that Goreville’s central shopping district is thriving.

(D) Over the course of the next five years, it is expected that Goreville’s population will grow at a faster rate than it has for the past several decades.

 D This, too, strengthens the argument because one is more likely to open a new store in an area with a growing population.

(E) Many stores in the central shopping district sell types of merchandise that are not available at either SpendLess or Colson’s.（ not discussed)
E Because this statement does not indicate whether any of these stores that offer goods not sold at SpendLess or Colson’s will be among those that are closing, it is not possible to determine what effect it has on the strength of the argument.

112. The difficulty with the proposed high-speed train line is that a used plane can be bought for one-third the price of the train line, and the plane, which is just as fast, can fly anywhere. The train would be a fixed linear system, and we live in a world that is spreading out in all directions and in which consumers choose the free-wheel systems (cars, buses, aircraft), which do not have fixed routes. Thus a sufficient market for the train will not exist.

逻辑链：
Premise: high-speed train line is as fast as a plane, but cost more than a plan. The train is a fixed routes, but a plane does not. 
Consumers prefer free-wheel system.

Conclusion:  their is no market for the train.

Situation A free-wheel system of transportation, the airplane, is as fast as a fixed linear system, the high-speed train. Because people prefer free-wheel systems that do not have fixed routes, the high-speed train will never find a sufficient market.

Question Stem: Weaken

Which of the following, if true, most severely weakens the argument presented above?

 Reasoning What is the potential weakness in this argument? The passage argues that consumers will choose to fly rather than use the high-speed train. The argument is based upon a consumer preference for free-wheel systems over fixed linear systems. The definition of a free-wheel system is one that does not have fixed routes. The argument is weakened by any challenge to the definition of flying as a free-wheel transportation system. It is true that airplanes may be able to go almost anywhere, but commercial airlines do establish fixed routes and necessarily must travel to and from airports. Furthermore, if airports are less conveniently located for consumers than are train terminals, consumers might well prefer the more convenient of the two fixed-route alternatives.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Cars, buses, and planes require the efforts of drivers and pilots to guide them, whereas the train will be guided mechanically.

 A The method of guidance is irrelevant to the argument about free-wheel versus fixed linear systems.

(B) Cars and buses are not nearly as fast as the high-speed train will be.比较的点是飞机和火车
 B The passage compares the speed and system models of airplanes and high-speed trains. The argument does not incorporate buses and cars, which are included only to give examples of free-wheel systems, and so this statement is irrelevant.

(C) Planes are not a free-wheel system because they can fly only between airports, which are less convenient for consumers than the high-speed train’s stations would be. Bingo

 C Correct. This statement properly identifies the weakness in the argument: Airplanes are not truly a free-wheel system because they are restricted to traveling between airports. Additionally, airports tend to be less conveniently located than train terminals, which has further potential to weaken the argument in favor of airplanes.

(D) The high-speed train line cannot use currently underutilized train stations in large cities.( Support)

 D The inability of high-speed trains to use some convenient train stations strengthens, rather than weakens, the argument in favor of airplanes.

(E) For long trips, most people prefer to fly rather than to take ground-level transportation.(Support)
 E Consumer preference for air travel over ground travel on long trips strengthens, rather than weakens, the argument in favor of airplanes.

115. Guidebook writer: I have visited hotels throughout the country and have noticed that in those built before 1930 the quality of the original carpentry work is generally superior to that in hotels built afterward. Clearly carpenters working on hotels before 1930 typically worked with more skill, care, and effort than carpenters who have worked on hotels built subsequently.

逻辑链：
Premise:the quality of the hotels built before 1930 is better than the hotels built afterward. 

 Writer demonstrate that carpenter working on hotel before 1930 worked with more skill, care and effort.

Situation The original carpentry in hotels built before 1930 shows superior care, skill, and effort to that in hotels built after 1930. This leads to the conclusion that carpenters working on hotels before 1930 were superior in skill, care, and effort to those that came after.

Question Stem: Weaken 他因导致～
Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the guidebook writer’s argument?

Reasoning Which option most seriously weakens the argument? The argument draws an inference from a comparison between carpentry in hotels of different eras to a judgment about the carpenters working on hotels in those eras. One way to weaken this inference is by finding some way in which the carpentry in the hotels may be unrepresentative of the skill, care, and effort of the carpenters working in the eras. The comparison is between the carpentry evident in hotels of the two eras that still exist. Thus, if there is some reason to think that hotels with good carpentry survive longer than those with bad carpentry, then still-existing hotels from the older era will have disproportionately more good carpentry, even assuming no difference between the skill, care, and effort of the carpenters from the two eras.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The quality of original carpentry in hotels is generally far superior to the quality of original carpentry in other structures, such as houses and stores.(原文是两者，这里是一方）
 A This option applies equally to both eras, so it has no bearing on the argument.

(B) Hotels built since 1930 can generally accommodate more guests than those built before 1930.（容纳量和木匠的skill, care and effort没关）
 B It is not clear whether carpenters working on larger hotels would exercise more, less, or the same skill and care as those working on smaller hotels; thus this option does not weaken the argument.

(C) The materials available to carpenters working before 1930 were not significantly different in quality from the materials available to carpenters working after 1930.（无关）
 C The argument does not rely, even implicitly, on there being any difference in the quality of materials used in the two eras, so it does not weaken the argument to point out that no such difference exists.

(D) The better the quality of original carpentry in a building, the less likely that building is to fall into disuse and be demolished.（ Bingo)

 D Correct. This weakens the reasoning in the argument by showing a respect in which the comparison between existinghotels is unrepresentative.

(E) The average length of apprenticeship for carpenters has declined significantly since 1930. support??

 

E The longer a carpenter works as an apprentice, the more skill he or she is apt to have upon becoming a full-fledged carpenter. So this option would tend to slightly strengthen rather than weaken the argument.

119. The earliest Mayan pottery found at Colha, in Belize, is about 3,000 years old. Recently, however, 4,500-year-old stone agricultural implements were unearthed at Colha. These implements resemble Mayan stone implements of a much later period, also found at Colha. Moreover, the implements’ designs are strikingly different from the designs of stone implements produced by other cultures known to have inhabited the area in prehistoric times. Therefore, there were surely Mayan settlements in Colha 4,500 years ago.

 逻辑链：
Premise1: the earliest Mayan pottery found at colha is 3,000 years old. Recently, 4,500 years-old stones were unearthed at colha. These implements look like the 3,000 yeats-old pottery. 

Premise2: the design is quiet different from that of other stone from different culture.

Conclusion: Mayan settlement began 4,500 years ago.

Situation Recently, 4,500-year-old stone agricultural implements have been found in Colha, a location where 3,000-year-old Mayan pottery had previously been found. The implements resemble other Mayan implements of a much later time that were also found in Colha, and they are unlike the implements used by other local cultures in prehistoric times. These recently discovered implements thus prove that Mayan culture was established in Colha 4,500 years ago.

Question Stem: Weaken

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?

 Reasoning Which point weakens the argument? First, identify a crucial underlying assumption. The argument assumes the distinctive 4,500-year-old implements must be Mayan because they are similar to implements the Mayans are known to have used there much later. What if there is another reason for the similarity? What if a culture that comes to an already inhabited site tends to adapt its implements to the style of the resident culture’s implements? In that case, the Mayans could have come to the already established community of Colha at some later point, and the later Mayan agricultural tools could be copies of the earlier culture’s tools.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Ceramic ware is not known to have been used by the Mayan people to make agricultural implements.（原文未提及）
 A The argument does not suggest that the Mayans used ceramics for implements, so this point does not weaken the argument; it is irrelevant to it.

(B) Carbon-dating of corn pollen in Colha indicates that agriculture began there around 4,500 years ago.（无从考证的）
 B Since the point of the argument is who, specifically, established a settlement in Colha 4,500 years ago, the evidence that some unidentified people were practicing agriculture there at that time neither strengthens nor weakens the argument.

(C) Archaeological evidence indicates that some of the oldest stone implements found at Colha were used to cut away vegetation after controlled burning of trees to open areas of swampland for cultivation.（无关）
 C Discovering how the implements were used does not explain who was using them, so this information is not relevant to the conclusion.

(D) Successor cultures at a given site often adopt the style of agricultural implements used by earlier inhabitants of the same site.（Bingo)

 D Correct. This statement properly identifies the weakness in the argument that the similarity between the 4,500-year-old implements and the later Mayan implements may be attributed to the Mayans’ adopting the style of implements used earlier by another culture.

(E) Many religious and social institutions of the Mayan people who inhabited Colha 3,000 years ago relied on a highly developed system of agricultural symbols.

E That the Mayans relied on agricultural symbols at that time is nearly irrelevant to the issue of whether the earlier implements belonged to their culture. To the extent that this is relevant, it very slightly supports, rather than weakens, the argument; highly developed suggests that Mayans had been practicing agriculture for a long time.

 122. Outsourcing is the practice of obtaining from an independent supplier a product or service that a company has previously provided for itself. Since a company’s chief objective is to realize the highest possible year-end profits, any product or service that can be obtained from an independent supplier for less than it would cost the company to provide the product or service on its own should be outsourced.

逻辑链：
To realize the highest possible year-end profits, any products or services can be caused less than the company provide on its own should be out soured

Situation In order to realize the highest year-end profits, a company should outsource any service or product that can be obtained from an independent supplier for less than it would cost the company to provide that service or product itself.

Question Stem: Weaken

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?

 Reasoning What weakens this argument? When could outsourcing a service or product result in a business disadvantage or lower profits? It is clear that the company must give independent suppliers enough information to enable them to provide the contracted products and services, but this means that the company can lose control over who has possession of such critical information. If the information becomes known to the company’s competitors and gives them a business advantage, the company’s profitability may be harmed rather than helped by outsourcing. This possibility weakens the argument.

Answer Analysis:

(A) If a company decides to use independent suppliers for a product, it can generally exploit the vigorous competition arising among several firms that are interested in supplying that product.（support)

 A This would strengthen the argument since the pricing competition among independent suppliers is an advantage for the company.

(B) Successful outsourcing requires a company to provide its suppliers with information about its products and plans that can fall into the hands of its competitors and give them a business advantage.Bingo

 B Correct. This statement properly identifies one disadvantage of outsourcing: the company no longer controls access to its information and plans. With the increased possibility of competitors’ gaining access to its proprietary information, the company’s business is put at risk.

(C) Certain tasks, such as processing a company’s payroll, are commonly outsourced, whereas others, such as handling the company’s core business, are not.(无影响）
C Providing examples of the tasks typically outsourced or handled internally does not affect the argument.

(D) For a company to provide a product or service for itself as efficiently as an independent supplier can provide it, the managers involved need to be as expert in the area of that product or service as the people in charge of that product or service at an independent supplier are.（ Support)

 D Expertise in a particular area is an advantage of outsourcing and thus a strength of the argument.

(E) When a company decides to use an independent supplier for a product or service, the independent supplier sometimes hires members of the company’s staff who formerly made the product or provided the service that the independent supplier now supplies.

 E The supplier’s hiring of members of the company’s staff to handle work no longer performed within the company is not shown to be a disadvantage.

WEAKEN EXCEPT

44. Contrary to earlier predictions, demand for sugarcane has not increased in recent years. Yet, even though prices and production amounts have also been stable during the last three years, sugarcane growers last year increased their profits by more than 10 percent over the previous year’s level.

Premise: demand for sugarcane has not increased in recent years.

                     price and production amounts stable during the last three years.

Conclusion:yet sugarcane growers increased profits by more than 10%

Situation Even though demand for sugar cane has not increased, and although prices and production amounts have been stable, sugarcane growers experienced a 10 percent rise in profits last year.

Question Stem: (Weaken)

Any of the following statements, if true about last year, helps to explain the rise in profits EXCEPT:（wage/原料价格/oil

Reasoning： Which piece of information does NOT help to explain the rise in profits? All the answer choices will show a reason that profits rose except one. Consider each one to determine which situation would NOT be likely to contribute to increased profits. Any changes that lowered costs for the sugarcane growers WOULD be able to contribute to a rise in their profits. On the other hand, if it is true that many historically large consumers of sugarcane reduced their overall consumption last year, then the lower demand for sugarcane would be unlikely to drive increases in profits. Such a decrease in total consumption would be more likely to drive prices and profits down than up.

Question Analysis:

(A) Many countries that are large consumers of sugarcane increased their production of sugarcane-based ethanol, yet their overall consumption of sugarcane decreased.

 Correct. This statement properly identifies a factor that does not explain a rise in profits; it indicates a drop in consumption among certain countries without indicating a corresponding increase in consumption elsewhere or any decreases in costs for growers.

(B) Sugarcane growers have saved money on wages by switching from paying laborers an hourly wage to paying them by the amount harvested.

 Saving money on wages would lower costs and thus contribute to a rise in profits.

(C) The price of oil, the major energy source used by sugarcane growers in harvesting their crops, dropped by over 20 percent.

C Saving money on oil would lower costs and thus contribute to a rise in profits.

(D) Many small sugarcane growers joined together to form an association of sugarcane producers and began to buy supplies at low group rates.

 Saving money on supplies bought at a lower rate would lower costs and thus contribute to a rise in profits.

(E) Rainfall in sugarcane-growing regions was higher than it had been during the previous year, allowing the growers to save money on expensive artificial irrigation.

Saving money on irrigation would lower costs and thus contribute to a rise in profits.

EVALUATION OF AN ARGUMENT

特点：Family2&3结合体 分析题干的有效性

题干信息有一点，找出错误的原因

Question Stem:

  “The answer to which of the following questions would contribute most to an evaluation of the argument?”

   “Clarification of which of the following issues would be most important to an evaluation of the skeptics' position?”

   “Which of the following would be most helpful to know in order to judge whether...”

答案：会以问题形式出现，考虑答案如何去质疑题干

正确答案选项：

答案分为：contender和Loser

对contender的答案可以采用极端相反： yes/no, 0%/100%, all/onone

答案正确，其中一个回答会加强题干，另一个会削弱题干

错误答案选项：

7. The amount of time it takes for most of a worker’s occupational knowledge and skills to become obsolete has been declining because of the introduction of advanced manufacturing technology (AMT). Given the rate at which AMT is currently being introduced in manufacturing, the average worker’s old skills become obsolete and new skills are required within as little as five years.

逻辑链：
Background: introduction of AMT-->the time for knowledge & skill become obsolete has been declined.

Premise: AMT existed

Conclusion: old skills obsolete, new skill required.

Situation: The introduction of AMT is making workers’ occupational skills obsolete within as little as five years.

Question Stem:

Family Two-support

Which of the following plans, if feasible, would allow a company to prepare most effectively for the rapid obsolescence of skills described above?

Reasoning: 

Which plan will be most effective in helping the company prepare for the expected rapid obsolescence in occupational knowledge and skills? It should be clear that some type of training or retraining will be involved, since (at least in certain types of industry) it is unlikely that any company in that industry can afford to avoid introducing AMT if its market competitors are doing so.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The company will develop a program to offer selected employees the opportunity to receive training six years after they were originally hired.（shell game)

Providing training only to selected employees and only after their skills have already become obsolete is not likely to be an effective response.

 (B) The company will increase its investment in AMT every year for a period of at least five years.(shell game)

 (C) The company will periodically survey its employees to determine how the introduction of AMT has affected them.(shell game）
Periodic surveys may provide information to employers but will not be enough to prevent employees’ skills from becoming obsolete.
 (D) Before the introduction of AMT, the company will institute an educational program to inform its employees of the probable consequences of the introduction of AMT.（shell game)

Having knowledge of the consequences does not prevent those consequences; employees’ skills will still become obsolete.
 (E) The company will ensure that it can offer its employees any training necessary for meeting their job requirements.

Correct. This would ensure that all employees have the most current occupational knowledge and skills needed for their jobs
10. Traverton’s city council wants to minimize the city’s average yearly expenditures on its traffic signal lights and so is considering replacing the incandescent bulbs currently in use with arrays of light-emitting diodes (LEDs) as the incandescent bulbs burn out. Compared to incandescent bulbs, LED arrays consume significantly less energy and cost no more to purchase. Moreover, the costs associated with the conversion of existing fixtures so as to accept LED arrays would be minimal.

逻辑链：结论-前提
Premise1: LED arrays consume less energy and cost less.

Premise2: the costs associated with the conversion of existing fixtures so as to accept LED arrays would be minimal

Conclusion: minimize the city's average expenditures and replace the bulbs  in use with LED.

Situation:  The city council of Traverton is considering replacing burned-out incandescent traffic signal lights with LED arrays. The LED arrays consume less energy than incandescent bulbs do while costing no more than those bulbs. Further, the cost of converting existing fixtures to accept LED arrays would be minimal.

Question Stem: Evaluation of plan

Which of the following would it be most useful to know in determining whether switching to LED arrays would be likely to help minimize Traverton’s yearly maintenance costs?

Reasoning: What would it be most important to know in determining whether the switch to LEDs would minimize the city’s yearly maintenance costs? LEDs cost no more than incandescent bulbs, and they consume less energy. This suggests that the overall cost of LEDs is lower than that of incandescent bulbs. Is there any circumstance under which the costs associated with LEDs might be higher? They might be higher if more LEDs than incandescent bulbs had to be purchased every year—and that would be necessary if LEDs burn out more quickly than incandescent bulbs do.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Whether the expected service life of LED arrays is at least as long as that of the currently used incandescent bulbs

Correct. Unless the answer to this question were yes rather than no, the switch to LED arrays would not help minimize Traverton’s yearly maintenance costs. So it is essential to know the answer to this question in order to determine whether switching to LEDs would help.

 (B) Whether any cities have switched from incandescent lights in their traffic signals to lighting elements other than LED arrays

The existence of another possible alternative to incandescent lights does not have any bearing on the question of whether switching from incandescent lights to LEDs would help.

 (C) Whether the company from which Traverton currently buys incandescent bulbs for traffic signals also sells LED arrays(out of scope)

The source from which Traverton acquires its lights, be they incandescent or LEDs, is unimportant.

 (D) Whether Traverton’s city council plans to increase the number of traffic signal lights in Traverton（shell game)

Increasing the number of traffic signal lights in Traverton would probably increase the city’s yearly maintenance costs, but it would do so regardless of whether those lights use LEDs or incandescent bulbs.

 (E) Whether the crews that currently replace incandescent bulbs in Traverton’s traffic signals know how to convert the existing fixtures so as to accept LED arrays（out of scope)

Since the goal of switching to LED arrays is to help minimize yearly expenditures on maintenance, a potential one-time cost—that of training workers to convert the existing fixtures—is not relevant. Further, it is not necessarily the case that the crews that currently replace the incandescent bulbs would be the ones converting the existing fixtures—and even if they were, the account of the plan states that conversion costs would be minimal.

13. In order to reduce the number of items damaged while in transit to customers, packaging consultants recommended that the TrueSave mail-order company increase the amount of packing material so as to fill any empty spaces in its cartons. Accordingly, TrueSave officials instructed the company’s packers to use more packing material than before, and the packers zealously acted on these instructions and used as much as they could. Nevertheless, customer reports of damaged items rose somewhat.

逻辑链：
Background: reduce the number of items damaged during the transition-->increase the packing material to fill the spaces.

Premise:instructed and acted on

Conclusion: damage rose.

Situation：Mail-order company TrueSave wants to reduce the number of items damaged while in transit to customers. Packaging consultants recommended that to achieve this goal, the company should use more packing material to fill empty spaces in its cartons. The company’s packers began using as much packing material as they could, yet reports of damaged items rose rather than fell.
 

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain why acting on the consultants’ recommendation failed to achieve its goal?

 Reasoning: What would help explain why the company’s acting on the recommendation did not achieve its goal? The recommendation involved increasing the amount of packing material, so there must have been something about that increase that led to more damage. More damage would be likely to result if stuffing more packing material into shipping boxes made the packaging less effective.

Answer Analysis:

(A) The change in packing policy led to an increase in expenditure on packing material and labor.(out of scope)

An increase in expenditure on packing material and labor might affect the company’s profitability, but it would have no effect on whether items were damaged in transit.

 (B) When packing material is compressed too densely, it loses some of its capacity to absorb shock.

Correct. This statement adequately explains why more items, rather than fewer, were damaged in transit.

 (C) The amount of packing material used in a carton does not significantly influence the ease with which a customer can unpack the package.

 If customers were able to remove their items just as easily from boxes filled with more packing material as from boxes using less packing material, the items would be unaffected by an increase in the amount of packing material used.

 (D) Most of the goods that TrueSave ships are electronic products that are highly vulnerable to being damaged in transit.（out of scope)

The kind of goods TrueSave ships most frequently is not relevant to the question of why increasing the amount of packing material failed to reduce the number of items damaged in transit, since they most likely shipped this same kind of goods both before and after making the recommended change.

 (E) TrueSave has lost some of its regular customers as a result of the high number of damaged items they received.

The loss of regular customers helps explain why TrueSave turned to the packaging consultants for help, but it does not help explain why those consultants’ recommendation failed to reduce the number of items damaged in transit.

15. A certain automaker aims to increase its market share by deeply discounting its vehicles’ prices for the next several months. The discounts will cut into profits, but because they will be heavily advertised the manufacturer hopes that they will attract buyers away from rival manufacturers’ cars. In the longer term, the automaker envisions that customers initially attracted by the discounts may become loyal customers.

 逻辑链：
Situation: An automaker is planning to offer deep discounts on its vehicles’ prices in order to increase its market share. The automaker’s profit margins will be reduced by this action. By advertising the discounts, the automaker hopes to attract customers who might otherwise be inclined to buy rival manufacturers’ cars. These customers would ideally then develop loyalty to the automaker’s cars.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

In assessing the plan’s chances of achieving its aim, it would be most useful to know which of the following?

The aims is to increase the market share

Reasoning: What would it be most useful to know in assessing whether offering deep discounts will enable the automaker to increase its market share? To achieve an increase in market share, the automaker would have to take customers away from other automakers. Under what circumstances would other automakers be able to retain their customers, if those customers are more likely to purchase cars from automakers that offer deep discounts (and then remain loyal to those automakers)? The other automakers might try to retain their customers by matching the discounts. Thus it would be useful to know whether the other automakers would indeed offer such discounts.

 (A) Whether the automaker’s competitors are likely to respond by offering deep discounts on their own products

Correct. If the answer to this question were yes, the plan would probably not achieve its aim of increasing market share. If the answer were no, the plan would have a good chance of succeeding.
 (B) Whether the advertisements will be created by the manufacturer’s current advertising agency（out of scope)

Since there is no information about the effectiveness of the automaker’s current advertising, it would not be useful to know whether the same advertising agency will produce the ads publicizing the discount.

 (C) Whether some of the automaker’s models will be more deeply discounted than others

Knowing whether some models will be more deeply discounted than others might help in assessing which of the automaker’s models will sell best, but it would not help in assessing the overall chance of the automaker increasing its market share.

 (D) Whether the automaker will be able to cut costs sufficiently to maintain profit margins even when the discounts are in effect（shell game)

The discounts the automaker plans to offer will cut into profits, according to the information given, so the question of whether the automaker can maintain profit margins while the discounts are in effect has already been answered.

 (E) Whether an alternative strategy might enable the automaker to enhance its profitability while holding a constant or diminishing share of the market

While it might be useful to the automaker to know about alternative strategies, such knowledge does not help in assessing the likelihood that the plan under discussion will achieve its aim

16. In Washington County, attendance at the movies is just large enough for the cinema operators to make modest profits. The size of the county’s population is stable and is not expected to increase much. Yet there are investors ready to double the number of movie screens in the county within five years, and they are predicting solid profits both for themselves and for the established cinema operators.

逻辑链：
Background: large attendance makes profits

Premise1: size of population is stable

Premise2: movie screens increased

Conclusion: profit will be maintained.

Situation: Movie attendance in Washington County is large enough (though barely so) to allow the cinemas to make a modest profit. The county’s population is expected to remain approximately the same. Despite this, investors wish to double the number of movie screens in the county. They expect both that the new screens will be profitable and that the established cinema operators will continue to maintain their profits.
 

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following, if true about Washington County, most helps to provide a justification for the investors’ prediction?

 Predication: the new screens will be profitable and that the established cinema operators will continue to maintain their profits

Reasoning:  To make twice the number of movie screens profitable, movie attendance in Washington County would have to increase. But how could this happen, given that the county’s population is not expected to change? Clearly, some people in Washington County will need to go to the movies more often than they do now. This might happen if some of the population of Washington County were to age into a demographic that is likely to go to the movies more frequently.
Answer Analysis:

(A) Over the next ten years, people in their teenage years, the prime movie going age, will be a rapidly growing proportion of the county’s population.

Correct. This statement tells us that over the next ten years, a larger proportion of the population will probably be moviegoers and this could significantly increase movie attendance in Washington County.

 (B) As distinct from the existing cinemas, most of the cinemas being planned would be located in downtown areas, in hopes of stimulating an economic revitalization of those areas.（contender)

While stimulating downtown revitalization is a worthy goal, this does not help explain why more people would be likely to go to the movies in Washington County. Further, it raises the question of whether theaters in a revitalized downtown would draw business away from theaters in other locations, thus reducing the established cinema operators’ profits.

 (C) Spending on video purchases, as well as spending on video rentals, has been increasing modestly each year for the past ten years.（the opposite answer)

This provides a reason to doubt the investors’ prediction, because if spending on videos is increasing, people are probably less likely to see movies in movie theaters.

 (D) The average number of screens per cinema is lower among existing cinemas than it is among cinemas still in the planning stages.
Regardless of how many screens each new cinema has relative to the established cinemas, none of them will be profitable if they cannot attract sufficient numbers of cinemagoers.

 (E) The sale of snacks and drinks in cinemas accounts for a steadily growing share of most cinema operators’ profits.

Cinemas’ profitability depending on their sales of snacks and drinks does not explain why more people would go to the cinema in the first place
22. Only a reduction of 10 percent in the number of scheduled flights using Greentown’s airport will allow the delays that are so common there to be avoided. Hevelia airstrip, 40 miles away, would, if upgraded and expanded, be an attractive alternative for fully 20 percent of the passengers using Greentown airport. Nevertheless, experts reject the claim that turning Hevelia into a full-service airport would end the chronic delays at Greentown.

 逻辑链：
Premise: reduction of 10% flight in G will avoid the delay problem.

Conclusion: experts do not believe that Upgrading the airstip can solve the delays problem at Greentown.

Situation: To avoid the delays now common at Greentown’s airport, the number of scheduled flights there would need to be reduced by 10 percent. If the nearby Hevelia airstrip were expanded and upgraded, it would be an attractive alternative for 20 percent of Greentown airport’s passengers. Still, experts do not believe that the delays at Greentown would end even if Hevelia were turned into a full-service airport.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan
Which of the following, if true, most helps to justify the experts’ position?

Reasoning: Which statement most supports the experts’ position? If the number of flights at Greentown’s airport did not drop by at least 10 percent, despite the fact that 20 percent of the passengers who currently use Greentown’s airport would find nearby Hevelia airstrip an attractive alternative, then the delays would not be avoided. Airlines generally use certain airports as regional hubs—an airport through which an airline routes most of its traffic—so, even if many passengers would be willing to use Hevelia airstrip, the number of flights at Greentown may not decline significantly, or at all.

Answer Analysis:

 (A) Turning Hevelia into a full-service airport would require not only substantial construction at the airport itself, but also the construction of new access highways.

 The experts’ position concerns what would happen to the flight delays at Greentown airport if the Hevelia airstrip were converted into a full-service airport. So the fact that there are great costs involved in making such a conversion—possibly making such a conversion unlikely—has no bearing on the effects such a conversion would have on flight delays at Greentown if the conversion were to be carried out.

 (B) A second largely undeveloped airstrip close to Greentown airport would be a more attractive alternative than Hevelia for many passengers who now use Greentown.

This statement indicates that the undeveloped airstrip near Greentown might be a better way to alleviate flight delays at Greentown, but it tells us nothing about the effects that converting the Hevelia airstrip to a full-service airport would have were it to be carried out.
 (C) Hevelia airstrip lies in a relatively undeveloped area but would, if it became a full-service airport, be a magnet for commercial and residential development.

This in no way explains why converting the Hevelia airstrip into a full-service airport would not alleviate the problem with flight delays at Greentown

 (D) If an airplane has to wait to land, the extra jet fuel required adds significantly to the airline’s costs.

This provides a reason to think that reducing the number of flights at Greentown might make the airport more efficient. But that has no bearing on the effect that converting the Hevelia airstrip to a full-service airport might have on flight delays at Greentown.

 (E) Several airlines use Greentown as a regional hub, so that most flights landing at Greentown have many passengers who then take different flights to reach their final destinations.

Correct. This statement provides support for the experts’ position because it gives a reason for thinking that the number of scheduled flights at Greentown would not be reduced, even if Hevelia airstrip became an attractive alternative for some 20 percent of Greentown’s passengers.
24. Plan: Concerned about the welfare of its senior citizens, the government of Runagia decided two years ago to increase by 20 percent the government-provided pension paid to all Runagians age sixty-five and older.

 

Result: Many Runagian senior citizens are no better off financially now than they were before the increase.

 

Further information: The annual rate of inflation since the pension increase has been below 5 percent, and the increased pension has been duly received by all eligible Runagians.

逻辑链：
Situation: Two years ago, Runagia’s government attempted to improve senior citizens’ welfare by increasing senior citizens’ pensions by 20 percent. Unfortunately, many of those senior citizens’ welfare did not improve. This result occurred despite inflation being relatively low—below 5 percent—and all appropriate people receiving their increased pensions.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

In light of the further information, which of the following, if true, does most to explain the result that followed implementation of the plan?

The result of the plan is that welfare of the senior citizens did not improve.

Reasoning: What would do most to explain why many of Runagia’s senior citizens are no better off than they were before their pensions increased? Many of Runagia’s senior citizens were not helped by receiving more money. Clearly, these senior citizens used nearly 20 percent more money than they did before to maintain the same standard of living. Usually, this could be explained by high inflation—but the further information informs us that the annual rate of inflation was well below the percentage of the pension increase. The annual rate of inflation is, however, an average calculated over a large number of goods and services. The prices of some goods and services rise more than the prices of other goods and services. It could be the case that the goods and services senior citizens need are those that have risen most in price. If this were the case, their pension increase could have been insufficient to raise their standard of living.
 Answer Analysis:

(A) The majority of senior citizens whose financial position has not improved rely entirely on the government pension for their income.

Regardless of what someone relies on for their income, a 20 percent increase in that income would be expected to raise that person’s standard of living.

 (B) The Runagian banking system is so inefficient that cashing a pension check can take as much as three weeks.

The 20 percent increase in pensions occurred two years ago. Whatever problems a three-week delay in the cashing of pension checks caused would be unlikely to persist over two years.
 (C) The prices of goods and services that meet the special needs of many senior citizens have increased at a rate much higher than the rate of inflation.

Correct. This statement properly identifies a reason why the plan’s result was that many Runagian senior citizens were no better off than they were before the increase.
 (D) The pension increase occurred at a time when the number of Runagians age sixty-five and older who were living below the poverty level was at an all-time high.

 Even if it were true that an all-time high number of Runagians over sixty-five were living below the poverty line at the time of the pension increase, it would still be expected that such an increase would leave them better off financially than they were before the increase.

 (E) The most recent pension increase was only the second such increase in the last ten years.
Regardless of how many pension increases there were in the past, the current 20 percent increase could reasonably be expected to leave its recipients better off financially than they were before the increase.
27. For similar cars and comparable drivers, automobile insurance for collision damage has always cost more in Greatport than in Fairmont. Police studies, however, show that cars owned by Greatport residents are, on average, slightly less likely to be involved in a collision than cars in Fairmont. Clearly, therefore, insurance companies are making a greater profit on collision-damage insurance in Greatport than in Fairmont.

逻辑链：
Premise: insurance in G cost more than in F, however, the collision is less than F.

Conclusion: insurance companies are making a greater profit in G than in F

Situation:A particular kind of insurance, that for collision damage, costs more in Greatport than in Fairmont. The cars of Greatport residents are, however, less likely to be involved in collisions than are cars of Fairmont residents. So insurance companies must be making a greater profit on collision-damage insurance in Greatport than in Fairmont.
Question Stem: evaluation

In evaluating the argument, it would be most useful to compare

Reasoning:What would it help to consider in evaluating the argument? Insurance companies would make greater profits on collision-damage insurance in Greatport than they make in Fairmont if they pay out less money in response to Greatport residents’ claims than they do in response to Fairmont’s residents’ claims. That Greatport residents’ cars are involved in fewer collisions than are Fairmont’s residents’ cars supports this—if there are fewer collisions overall, then the insurance companies might pay out less money overall. But the number of collisions is only one factor contributing to how much money an insurance company pays out in response to claims; another factor is the amount of damage inflicted on the cars involved in collisions and how much it costs to repair that damage. These costs would need to be considered before concluding that insurance companies’ profits on collision-damage insurance are greater in Greatport than in Fairmont.
 (A) the level of traffic congestion in Greatport with the level of traffic congestion in Fairmont

The level of traffic congestion probably contributes to the frequency of collisions in each town. The information given, however, includes the statement that Greatport cars are less likely to be involved in collisions than are Fairmont cars. Why this occurs—whether, for example, traffic congestion is a contributory factor—is not relevant.
 (B) the cost of repairing collision damage in Greatport with the cost of repairing collision damage in Fairmont

 Correct. This is clearly a factor that would affect the profitability of insurance in the two towns—and is therefore highly relevant to evaluating the argument, especially its conclusion.

 (C) the rates Greatport residents pay for other forms of insurance with the rates paid for similar insurance by residents of Fairmont

The argument’s conclusion is about insurance companies’ profits on collision-damage insurance alone, so other types of insurance, and the rates paid for them, are not relevant.
 (D) the condition of Greatport’s roads and streets with the condition of Fairmont’s roads and streets

The condition of the roads and streets in each town probably contributes to the frequency of collisions in each town. The information given, however, includes the statement that Greatport cars are less likely to be involved in collisions than are Fairmont cars. Why this is so—whether, for example, the condition of the roads is a contributory cause—is not relevant.

 (E) the cost of collision-damage insurance in Greatport and Fairmont with that in other cities

Since the argument is concerned solely with collision-insurance costs and profits in Greatport and Fairmont, comparing the cost of insurance in those towns with the cost of insurance elsewhere would provide no useful insight.

33.Although the number of large artificial satellites orbiting the Earth is small compared to the number of small pieces of debris in orbit, the large satellites interfere more seriously with telescope observations because of the strong reflections they produce. Because many of those large satellites have ceased to function, the proposal has recently been made to eliminate interference from nonfunctioning satellites by exploding them in space. This proposal, however, is ill conceived, since

逻辑链：
Background: Large人造卫星数量<在赤道上小型的碎片，》《However, large S在TO下干涉更多因为它们能产生强大的辐射， 很多大型的人造卫星已经停止运转，打算制定出一项计划来从不再运转的卫星消除辐射，将它们扔到太空去。
Conclusion: proposal ill conceived

Premise:???

Situation: Many large artificial satellites orbiting earth no longer function. Reflections from these satellites interfere with telescope observations. A proposal has been made to eliminate this interference by exploding these satellites in space.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following most logically completes the argument below?

Reasoning: Why is the proposal ill conceived? If exploding the large artificial satellites—thereby creating a large amount of debris—would result in an increase in interference with telescope observation, the proposal would be self-defeating, and therefore would be ill conceived.

Answer Analysis:

(A) many nonfunctioning satellites remain in orbit for years

many nonfunctioning satellites remain in orbit for years would seem to make the proposal more attractive. If large nonfunctioning artificial satellites generally do not remain in orbit for years—e.g., if they fall out of orbit—then there might be no need to explode the satellites. Therefore this statement is not correct.

(B) for satellites that have ceased to function, repairing them while they are in orbit would be prohibitively expensive

如果修理好non-function satellites价格非常昂贵，所以使proposal 更attractive

(C) there are no known previous instances of satellites’ having been exploded on purpose
At most this might suggest that the consequences of such an explosion are not well understood, but even that is not very strongly suggested. For instance, if large artificial satellites have accidentally blown up, scientists may have studied the results and have good reason to believe that no ill-effects will result from exploding the satellites.
(D) the only way to make telescope observations without any interference from debris in orbit is to use telescopes launched into extremely high orbits around the Earth

This is not a cogent reason 即使计划未能消除所有的干扰，但起码大大减少，相反是支持了proposal
(E) a greatly increased number of small particles in Earth’s orbit would result in a blanket of reflections that would make certain valuable telescope observations impossible

Correct. If exploding large nonfunctioning satellites would lead to more interference, then we have a reason to think that the proposal is ill conceived.
36. The growing popularity of computer-based activities was widely expected to result in a decline in television viewing, since it had been assumed that people lack sufficient free time to maintain current television-viewing levels while spending increasing amounts of free time on the computer. That assumption, however, is evidently false: In a recent mail survey concerning media use, a very large majority of respondents who report increasing time spent per week using computers report no change in time spent watching television.

逻辑链：
Premise: decline time in television-viewing, increasing times on the computer

Conclusion: false: television time remain unchanged, computer increase

Situation:The argument is intended to debunk the assumption that people lack sufficient free time to maintain television-viewing levels while spending increasing amounts of free time on the computer. To do so, it cites a survey of media use in which a large majority of respondents who spend increasing amounts of time using computers also claim to have not altered the amount of time they spend watching television.

Question Stem: Argument evaluation-second&third combine

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in order to evaluate the argument?

Reasoning: What would it be most useful to know in order to evaluate the argument? The argument uses the survey results to claim that people have enough free time to both maintain their television viewing levels and spend increasing amounts of free time on the computer. But the survey, as reported here, did not address whether people are spending their  free time on the computer; the respondents reported increasing time spent per week using computers. Since the argument is about free time, it is important to know whether this is actually what the respondents were reporting.

Answer Analysis：
(A) Whether a large majority of the survey respondents reported watching television regularly

The argument is concerned with the change in the amount of television watched by those whose computer use increased, so whether the survey’s respondents reported watching television regularly is irrelevant.
(B) Whether the amount of time spent watching television is declining among people who report that they rarely or never use computers
The argument is concerned with the change in the amount of television watched by those whose computer use has increased, so it does not matter whether the amount of time spent watching television among people who do not use computers is declining, remaining the same, or increasing.
 (C) Whether the type of television programs a person watches tends to change as the amount of time spent per week using computers increases

The argument is concerned with the amount of television watched by those whose computer use has increased, not the type of television programs such a person does or does not watch.
 (D) Whether a large majority of the computer owners in the survey reported spending increasing amounts of time per week using computers

The argument here is concerned with people who report spending increasing amounts of time on the computer; what computer owners do is a separate question.

 (E) Whether the survey respondents’ reports of time spent using computers included time spent using computers at work

 Correct. This statement properly identifies something that would be useful to know in evaluating the argument: whether the survey data included time spent using computers at work—if it did, this would make the data misleading as evidence for the argument’s conclusion.
53. Insurance Company X is considering issuing a new policy to cover services required by elderly people who suffer from diseases that afflict the elderly. Premiums for the policy must be low enough to attract customers. Therefore, Company X is concerned that the income from the policies would not be sufficient to pay for the claims that would be made.

Background: X is considering a new policy-elderly people\ diseases 

Premise: premium must be low to attract

Conclusion: X is concern about losses 

Situation An insurance company considers an affordable policy for the elderly, but the company’s income from the policies must exceed expenditures on claims.

Question Stem:Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following strategies would be most likely to minimize Company X’s losses on the policies?

Reasoning： What strategy will minimize the company’s losses? The insurance company’s proposed plan would include a high-risk group, the elderly, who are likely to submit claims immediately. By expanding the customer base to include those who are less likely to submit claims for many years, the company will increase its income and thus minimize its losses.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Attracting middle-aged customers unlikely to submit claims for benefits for many years

Correct. This statement properly identifies a strategy that minimizes policy losses.

(B) Insuring only those individuals who did not suffer any serious diseases as children

原文政策服务的对象是eldly people have disease
 No connection is made between childhood diseases and geriatric diseases, so this point is irrelevant

(C) Including a greater number of services in the policy than are included in other policies of lower cost这个建议看起来是maximum的losses

Offering more services would tend to increase costs, and thus losses

 (D) Insuring only those individuals who were rejected by other companies for similar policies（这看起来会更亏钱）
Individuals rejected by other companies are more likely to make claims that would increase losses.

 (E) Insuring only those individuals who are wealthy enough to pay for the medical services（如果够健康就不会来买保险，而且原文的政策就是为病患的老人服务）
 People who are wealthy enough to pay for the services themselves would buy insurance only if the policies were reasonably priced and they planned to make claims on the policies; this point is irrelevant.

68. Scientists have modified feed corn genetically, increasing its resistance to insect pests. Farmers who tried out the genetically modified corn last season applied less insecticide to their corn fields and still got yields comparable to those they would have gotten with ordinary corn. Ordinary corn seed, however, costs less, and what these farmers saved on insecticide rarely exceeded their extra costs for seed. Therefore, for most feed-corn farmers, switching to genetically modified seed would be unlikely to increase profits.

逻辑链：
Background: scientists modified the corn to increase its insistence to insect pests

Premise: modified corn applied less insecticide but the same yields as ordinary corps. Ordinary corp cost less. what save on the insecticide not exceeds the extra cost for seed.

Conclusion: farmers choose modified corps cannot increase profits.

Situation Farmers who grew feed corn genetically engineered to be pest resistant got yields comparable to those of farmers growing ordinary feed corn, but did so while using less pesticide. Since the amount saved on pesticide was rarely in excess of the extra costs for the genetically modified corn, most farmers will probably not increase profits by choosing the genetically engineered variety.

Question Stem: Evaluation of an argument

Which of the following would it be most useful to know in order to evaluate the argument?

 Evaluate corp whether is profitable？
Reasoning Which would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument? To answer a question such as this, one should look for information that would strengthen or weaken the argument. If one had information that the farmers growing the genetically modified corn could have increased their yields last year at lower cost, this would be helpful in evaluating the argument, because this would show that the argument is weak.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Whether there are insect pests that sometimes reduce feed-corn yields, but against which commonly used insecticides and the genetic modification are equally ineffective

 A It does not matter to the argument whether there are pests against which pesticides and genetic resistance are equally ineffective, because that is compatible with there being pests against which they are not equally effective.

(B) Whether the price that farmers receive for feed corn has remained steady over the past few years

 Whether prices of feed corn go up or down affects the comparison groups equally.

(C) Whether the insecticides typically used on feed corn tend to be more expensive than insecticides typically used on other crops other corp无关，
The relative cost of insecticides for other crops has no bearing on the argument because the argument is concerned with only feed corn.

 (D) Whether most of the farmers who tried the genetically modified corn last season applied more insecticide than was actually necessary

 Correct. This option provides the information that it would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument. It shows that farmers growing genetically modified corn last year could have attained higher profits than they in fact did.

(E) Whether, for most farmers who plant feed corn, it is their most profitable crop
The argument concerns only the relative profitability of growing one variety of feed corn versus another.

70. Community activist: If Morganville wants to keep its central shopping district healthy, it should prevent the opening of a huge SaveAll discount department store on the outskirts of Morganville. Records from other small towns show that whenever SaveAll has opened a store outside the central shopping district of a small town, within five years the town has experienced the bankruptcies of more than a quarter of the stores in the shopping district.

 逻辑链：
activist think that morganville need to prevent the opening of discount department if it wants to keep the central shopping health. Because according to the records from other small town,  more than a quarter of stores went through bankruptcies because of the opening of the save all.

Situation Morganville should stop SaveAll from opening a store on its outskirts if it wants to keep its shopping district healthy. Other small towns have experienced bankruptcies in 25 percent of the stores in their central shopping district within five years after such openings.

Question STEM: evaluation

The answer to which of the following would be most useful for evaluating the community activist’s reasoning?

 Reasoning Which option provides the information that it would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument? The argument contends that if SaveAll opens a store in Morganville, then that will somehow undermine the health of the shopping district. Two basic questions arise when evaluating the bankruptcy data from other small towns: (1) Did the opening of SaveAlls cause any of these bankruptcies? No information is given about bankruptcy rates in small towns without SaveAlls. (2) Is a 25 percent bankruptcy rate over five years unhealthy?

Answer Analysis:

(A) Have community activists in other towns successfully campaigned against the opening of a SaveAll store on the outskirts of their towns?

  This has to do with the likelihood that the SaveAll will open; and not with what will happen if it does.

(B) Do a large percentage of the residents of Morganville currently do almost all of their shopping at stores in Morganville?

 The conclusion would be supported just as well—or as poorly—if this question were answered with a yes as with a no.

(C) In towns with healthy central shopping districts, what proportion of the stores in those districts suffer bankruptcy during a typical five-year period?

  Correct. This option provides the information that it would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument.

(D) What proportion of the employees at the SaveAll store on the outskirts of Morganville will be drawn from Morganville?

 This may be important in determining the effect the SaveAll would have on Morganville residents, but the argument has only to do with SaveAll’s effect on the economic health of the shopping district.

(E) Do newly opened SaveAll stores ever lose money during their first five years of operation?

Whether SaveAlls tend to make or lose money in their first five years has no obvious bearing on whether they are apt to undermine the health of the town’s shopping districts.

72. In the past the country of Malvernia has relied heavily on imported oil. Malvernia recently implemented a program to convert heating systems from oil to natural gas. Malvernia currently produces more natural gas each year than it uses, and oil production in Malvernian oil fields is increasing at a steady pace. If these trends in fuel production and usage continue, therefore, Malvernian reliance on foreign sources for fuel is likely to decline soon.

逻辑链：目的措施型-评价
Background: Malvernia have imported so much oil.

Premise: currently, more gas are produced in M. M plan to change the heating system from oil to natural gas, thereby reduce the import of fuel .

Situation Malvernia has relied heavily on imported oil, but recently began a program to convert heating systems from oil to natural gas. Malvernia produces more natural gas than it uses, so it will probably reduce its reliance on imported oils if these trends continue.

Question Stem: Evaluation 

Which of the following would it be most useful to establish in evaluating the argument?

 whether it can reduce the import of the oil.

Reasoning Which option provides the information that it would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument? In other words, we are looking for the option which—depending on whether it was answered yes or no—would either most weaken or most strengthen the argument. The argument indicates that Malvernia will be using less oil for heating and will be producing more oil domestically. But the conclusion that Malvernia’s reliance on foreign oil will decline, assuming the current trends mentioned continue, would be seriously undermined if there was something in the works that was bound to offset these trends, for instance, if it turned out that the country’s need for oil was going to rise drastically in the coming years.
Answer Analysis:

(A) When, if ever, will production of oil in Malvernia outstrip production of natural gas?

  Since both counteract the need for imported oil, it makes little difference to the argument whether domestic oil production exceeds domestic natural gas.

(B) Is Malvernia among the countries that rely most on imported oil?和其他国家没联系
 Whether there are many countries that rely more on foreign oil than Malvernia would have little impact on whether Malvernia’s need for foreign oil can be expected to decline.

(C) What proportion of Malvernia’s total energy needs is met by hydroelectric, solar, and nuclear power? 原文比较的是gas 和oil！
 Since there is no information in the argument about whether Malvernia can expect an increase or decrease from these other energy sources, it does not matter how much they now provide.

(D) Is the amount of oil used each year in Malvernia for generating electricity and fuel for transportation increasing?  

  Correct. This option provides the information that it would be most useful to know in evaluating the argument.

(E) Have any existing oil-burning heating systems in Malvernia already been converted to natural-gas-burning heating systems? （注意发生的时间）
 The argument tells us that a program has begun recently to convert heating systems from oil to gas. So, even if no such conversions have been completed, the argument still indicates that they can be expected to occur.

 88. Businesses are suffering because of a lack of money available for development loans. To help businesses, the government plans to modify the income-tax structure in order to induce individual taxpayers to put a larger portion of their incomes into retirement savings accounts, because as more money is deposited in such accounts, more money becomes available to borrowers.

逻辑链：Evaluation of a plan

 help the business to collect more money for development loans, Government plans to by modifying the income tax structure,  inducing more taxpayers to deposit their incomes into retirement savings account. Therefore, more money would be available for borrows.

Situation Because the lack of available money for development loans is harming businesses, the government plans to modify the income-tax structure, encouraging taxpayers to put more money into retirement accounts. This plan is intended to ensure that with more money put into these accounts, more money will in turn be available to business borrowers

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following, if true, raises the most serious doubt regarding the effectiveness of the government’s plan to increase the amount of money available for development loans for businesses?

 Reasoning What potential flaw in this plan might prevent it from being effective? What is the expectation behind the plan? The government’s plan supposes that the money invested in retirement accounts will be available to business borrowers in the form of development loans. Consider what circumstances might hinder that availability. What if consumer borrowers compete with businesses? If it is known that, historically, increased savings in personal retirement accounts corresponds with increased consumer borrowing, then the government’s effort to target businesses as the beneficiaries of this plan could well fail.

Answer Analysis:

(A) When levels of personal retirement savings increase, consumer borrowing always increases correspondingly. 
 A Correct. This statement properly identifies a reason that the government’s plan could be less effective in meeting its goal.

(B) The increased tax revenue the government would receive as a result of business expansion would not offset the loss in revenue from personal income taxes during the first year of the plan.(无关）
 B A predicted revenue shortfall does not directly affect the plan’s effectiveness in reaching its stated goal, and might be deemed an acceptable cost of achieving that goal.

(C) Even with tax incentives, some people will choose not to increase their levels of retirement savings.总有人会存，小部分人不影响～
C As long as the total amount deposited in personal retirement accounts increases sufficiently, the decision of some people not to increase their contributions will not keep the plan from achieving its goal

(D) Bankers generally will not continue to lend money to businesses whose prospective earnings are insufficient to meet their loan repayment schedules.

D The plan would increase the money available specifically for development loans, not existing loans.

(E) The modified tax structure would give all taxpayers, regardless of their incomes, the same tax savings for a given increase in their retirement savings.

E The universal tax savings does not affect the effectiveness of the plan.

 88. Businesses are suffering because of a lack of money available for development loans. To help businesses, the government plans to modify the income-tax structure in order to induce individual taxpayers to put a larger portion of their incomes into retirement savings accounts, because as more money is deposited in such accounts, more money becomes available to borrowers.

逻辑链：Evaluation of a plan

 help the business to collect more money for development loans, Government plans to by modifying the income tax structure,  inducing more taxpayers to deposit their incomes into retirement savings account. Therefore, more money would be available for borrows.

Situation Because the lack of available money for development loans is harming businesses, the government plans to modify the income-tax structure, encouraging taxpayers to put more money into retirement accounts. This plan is intended to ensure that with more money put into these accounts, more money will in turn be available to business borrowers

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following, if true, raises the most serious doubt regarding the effectiveness of the government’s plan to increase the amount of money available for development loans for businesses?

 Reasoning What potential flaw in this plan might prevent it from being effective? What is the expectation behind the plan? The government’s plan supposes that the money invested in retirement accounts will be available to business borrowers in the form of development loans. Consider what circumstances might hinder that availability. What if consumer borrowers compete with businesses? If it is known that, historically, increased savings in personal retirement accounts corresponds with increased consumer borrowing, then the government’s effort to target businesses as the beneficiaries of this plan could well fail.

鼓励个人储蓄的目的是银行有更多的吸储以向商业部门放贷，如果个人储蓄增加的同时，个人借贷也增加，则能够向商业部门放贷的额度未必会增加，而且有可能会减少，因个人借贷增额可能会超过个人储蓄增额。
Answer Analysis:

(A) When levels of personal retirement savings increase, consumer borrowing always increases correspondingly. 
 A Correct. This statement properly identifies a reason that the government’s plan could be less effective in meeting its goal.

(B) The increased tax revenue the government would receive as a result of business expansion would not offset the loss in revenue from personal income taxes during the first year of the plan.(无关）
 B A predicted revenue shortfall does not directly affect the plan’s effectiveness in reaching its stated goal, and might be deemed an acceptable cost of achieving that goal.

(C) Even with tax incentives, some people will choose not to increase their levels of retirement savings.总有人会存，小部分人不影响～
C As long as the total amount deposited in personal retirement accounts increases sufficiently, the decision of some people not to increase their contributions will not keep the plan from achieving its goal

(D) Bankers generally will not continue to lend money to businesses whose prospective earnings are insufficient to meet their loan repayment schedules.

D The plan would increase the money available specifically for development loans, not existing loans.

(E) The modified tax structure would give all taxpayers, regardless of their incomes, the same tax savings for a given increase in their retirement savings.

E The universal tax savings does not affect the effectiveness of the plan.

109. Last year all refuse collected by Shelbyville city services was incinerated. This incineration generated a large quantity of residual ash. In order to reduce the amount of residual ash Shelbyville generates this year to half of last year’s total, the city has revamped its collection program. This year city services will separate for recycling enough refuse to reduce the number of truckloads of refuse to be incinerated to half of last year’s number.

逻辑链：
To reduced quantity of incineration caused by refuse,government plans to separate refuse to reduce truckloads.

Situation To cut in half the residual ash produced at its incinerator, the city will separate for recycling enough refuse to cut in half the number of truckloads of refuse going to the incinerator.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following is required for the revamped collection program to achieve its aim?

Reasoning Which option is required if the city’s revamped collection program is to achieve its aim? Cutting the number of truckloads of refuse in half must reduce the amount of residual ash to half last year’s level. But if removal of the recycled refuse does not proportionately reduce the amount of ash, this will not happen. So if the amount of residual ash produced per truckload increases after recycling, then the amount of ash produced will not be cut in half by cutting in half the number of truckloads.

 

Answer Analysis:

(A) This year, no materials that city services could separate for recycling will be incinerated.

 A This merely indicates that no further reduction of ash through recycling could be achieved this year; it indicates nothing about how much the ash will be reduced.

(B) Separating recyclable materials from materials to be incinerated will cost Shelbyville less than half what it cost last year to dispose of the residual ash.(无关）
 B This suggests a further benefit from recycling, but does not bear on the amount of ash that will be produced.

(C) Refuse collected by city services will contain a larger proportion of recyclable materials this year than it did last year. 

C Since no information is provided about how much, if any, recyclable materials were removed from the refuse last year, this does not affect the reasoning.

 

(D) The refuse incinerated this year will generate no more residual ash per truckload incinerated than did the refuse incinerated last year.

 D Correct. This states a requirement for the collection program to achieve its aim.

(E) The total quantity of refuse collected by Shelbyville city services this year will be no greater than that collected last year.注意和D之间的区别！！
 E This is not a requirement because even if the city collects more refuse this year, it could still cut in half the amount of residual ash by cutting in half the number of truckloads going to the incinerator.

114. Normally, the pineal gland governs a person’s sleep-wake cycle by secreting melatonin in response to the daily cycle of light and darkness as detected by the eye. Nonetheless, many people who are totally blind due to lesions in the visual cortex of the brain easily maintain a 24-hour sleep-wake cycle. So the neural pathway by which the pineal gland receives information from the eye probably does not pass through the visual cortex.

 逻辑链：
Situation Normally, a person’s sleep-wake cycle is governed by the pineal gland secreting melatonin in response to the daily cycle of light and darkness as detected by the eye. Yet many people who are totally blind due to lesions of the visual cortex easily maintain a 24-hour sleep-wake cycle. So the neural pathway by which the pineal gland receives information from the eye probably does not pass through the visual cortex.

pineal gland 管理人的唤醒周期，方法是 分泌melatonin 来对从 眼睛eye 获得的信息做出反应。
然而
许多完全失明的人（因visual cortex损害）却能维持着一个24小时的唤醒周期
所以
pineal gland 获取 眼睛eye 提供的信息 的通道 中 可能没有经过visual cortex

即是
A能通过方法X完成a

缺少z的A也能完成a

所以z是否存在不影响方法X

隐含假设：缺少z的A 也是用方法X 完成a

原文说，pg这东西管理一个人睡醒的循环，通过怎么样一个m来应对白天光的一个循环和黑暗被眼睛探测到的。不过，很多完全失明的人由于怎么了一个大脑的vc，却可以轻松维持24小时的睡醒的循环。因此神经通路被pg收到的信息通过眼睛不大可能是通过vc这个东西。
即使你的水平再不济，读的如此残疾，仍然可以读出这么一个意思
即：失明的人的vc悲剧了，也可以维持24小时睡醒的循环。【这个睡醒的循环是由pg（这么一个怎么了m且需要经过眼睛探测的东西）管理的。】
结论：pg通过眼睛收到的信息不经过vc。
选项A，m是否可以帮助无法维持睡醒循环的人建立一个循环。【M是否能建立循环】
选项B，失明且维持睡醒循环的人m的水平是否会变化当他们在光暗不同的地方。【M是否会变化】
选项C，m是否是pg唯一的物质。【M是否为唯一】
选项D，是否没有睡醒循环的人通常都有一个cd的循环 【此选项扯的有点远了】
选项E，是否任何视力正常的人m的水平会不正常当他们在光暗不同的地方。【M是否会变化】
ACD一下就可以排除了，E范围不对，就剩下B了。
Question Stem: Evaluation of an argument

For purposes of evaluating the argument it would be most useful to establish which of the following?

 Reasoning What additional information would be most helpful in evaluating the argument? The argument’s conclusion is that the neural pathway by which the pineal gland receives information probably does not pass through the visual cortex. This is suggested by the fact that people without a well-functioning visual cortex (e.g., people with a certain type of blindness) can nonetheless maintain a 24-hour sleep-wake cycle. Is it by the pineal gland’s secretion of melatonin that they do so? The argument tells us that normally (i.e., in sighted people), this is the mechanism for sleep regulation. But the argument depends on assuming that a similar mechanism is operating in people who are blind but have well-regulated sleep cycles. The best choice will be the one that helps us decide whether that assumption is correct.

Question Stem:

(A) Whether melatonin supplements help people who have difficulty maintaining a 24-hour sleep cycle to establish such a pattern

 A This question would not give us an answer that would help in evaluating the argument. A “no” answer would not clarify whether the pineal gland-melatonin mechanism operates in people who are blind. A “yes” answer would do no better. The question refers only to people who have sleep dysfunctions (which the argument does not address).

(B) Whether the melatonin levels of most totally blind people who successfully maintain a 24-hour sleep-wake cycle change in response to changes in exposure to light and darkness

 B Correct. Answering this question would provide the most useful information for evaluating the argument. A “yes” answer would help confirm a key assumption of the argument: that blind people rely on the pineal gland-melatonin mechanism for sleep regulation. A “no” answer would help disconfirm that assumption.

(C) Whether melatonin is the only substance secreted by the pineal gland

 C Whether or not there are other substances secreted by the pineal gland makes no difference to the reasoning. The argument relies on the premise that the pineal gland governs the sleep cycle by secreting melatonin. For example, if the pineal gland sometimes secreted adrenaline, that would still have no bearing on the argument.

(D) Whether most people who do not have a 24-hour sleep-wake cycle nevertheless have a cycle of consistent duration
 D The consistency or inconsistency of the duration of some people’s sleep patterns has no relevance to the reasoning. Their sleep patterns could be due to any of a number of factors.

(E) Whether there are any people with normal vision whose melatonin levels respond abnormally to periods of light and darkness

E This does not help, for there could be sighted people whose melatonin levels respond abnormally simply because of a pineal-gland abnormality.

 

117. Northern Air has dozens of flights daily into and out of Belleville Airport, which is highly congested. Northern Air depends for its success on economy and quick turnaround and consequently is planning to replace its large planes with Skybuses, whose novel aerodynamic design is extremely fuel efficient. The Skybus’s fuel efficiency results in both lower fuel costs and reduced time spent refueling.

 逻辑链：
Because its success depends on low costs and quick turnaround, Northern Air plans to replace its large plan with skybuse because of its fuel efficiency that lower fuel costs and reduce time spent refueling.

Situation An airline flies in and out of a highly congested airport many times a day. Because the airline’s success depends on low costs and quick turnaround, it plans to replace its current planes with Skybuses, whose more fuel-efficient design will reduce both fuel costs and the time spent refueling.

Question Stem: evaluation of a plan.

Which of the following, if true, could present the most serious disadvantage for Northern Air in replacing their large planes with Skybuses?

 Reasoning What could be a serious disadvantage of the plan? Since it is given that the Skybuses provide fuel economy and quicker refueling, what could be a disadvantage of the proposed plan? What if the use of the particular aircraft somehow contributed to the congestion at the busy airport or caused slower turnaround? While the Skybus’s design promotes fuel economy, if it also creates turbulence on takeoff, the turbulence would then delay the takeoffs of any other planes. Since the airport is congested and the airline flies through it many times a day, such takeoff delays would ultimately impede Northern Air’s turnaround time, as well as its success.

(A) The Skybus would enable Northern Air to schedule direct flights to destinations that currently require stops for refueling.(support)

 A The ability to schedule direct flights would be an advantage, not a disadvantage.

(B) Aviation fuel is projected to decline in price over the next several years.(NM)

B The decline in the price of aviation fuel might make the plan seem less pressing, and it could conceivably complicate the issue of whether the expected savings would justify the investment in new planes. However, lower fuel costs would not diminish the crucial time-saving advantage of Skybuses, and any hypotheses about their relevance to the overall decision are purely speculative.

 

(C) The fuel efficiency of the Skybus would enable Northern Air to eliminate refueling at some of its destinations, but several mechanics would lose their jobs.(无关）
 C The ability to eliminate refueling is an advantage to the airline. The loss of jobs could, in theory, have some negative effect on the airline due to lowered morale among remaining employees. However, several does not support a hypothesis that the effect would be very significant, and any hypotheses about whether it might override the benefits are purely speculative.

(D) None of Northern Air’s competitors that use Belleville Airport are considering buying Skybuses.（无关）
 D The decisions made by other airlines are irrelevant to the plan.

(E) The aerodynamic design of the Skybus causes turbulence behind it when taking off that forces other planes on the runway to delay their takeoffs.Bingo
E Correct. This statement properly identifies a potentially serious disadvantage to the plan.

124. Vargonia has just introduced a legal requirement that student-teacher ratios in government-funded schools not exceed a certain limit. All Vargonian children are entitled to education, free of charge, in these schools. When a recession occurs and average incomes fall, the number of children enrolled in government-funded schools tends to increase. Therefore, though most employment opportunities contract in economic recessions, getting a teaching job in Vargonia’s government-funded schools will not be made more difficult by a recession.

 逻辑链：
In vargonia, all children can go to school without charge. And Vargonia require that students- teacher ratios not exceed a certain limit. Because of the economic recession, more and more children enrolled in schools.  It is not difficult to find a job as a teacher.

Situation During a recession, the number of children in government-funded schools in Vargonia tends to increase. Vargonian children are entitled to a free education in these schools. A new law requires student-teacher ratios in these schools to remain below a certain limit

Question Stem: Evaluation 

Which of the following would be most important to determine in order to evaluate the argument?

 Reasoning Which of the five questions would provide us with the best information for evaluating the argument? The argument’s conclusion is that recessions do not make teaching jobs in Vargonia’s government-funded schools harder to get. During recessions, the reasoning goes, more students will enroll in Vargonia’s government-funded schools than in non-recession times. Implicit in the argument is the thought that, because the new law sets an upper limit on the average number of students per teacher, schools that get an influx of new students would have to hire more teachers. During a recession, however, there might be much more competition in the labor market for teachers because many more qualified people are applying for teaching jobs.

Answer Analysis:

(A) Whether in Vargonia there are any schools not funded by the government that offer children an education free of charge(无关）
 A This information is not significant in the context of the argument, which does not need to assume that only government-funded schools provide free education.

(B) Whether the number of qualified applicants for teaching positions in government-funded schools increases significantly during economic recessions（Bingo)

 B Correct. Getting an answer to this question would provide us with specific information useful in evaluating the argument. A “yes” answer to this question would suggest that competition for teaching jobs in Vargonian government-funded schools would be keener during recessions. A “no” answer would suggest that the level of competition would decrease during recessions

(C) What the current student-teacher ratio in Vargonia’s government-funded schools is(无关）
 C Discovering the current student-teacher ratio in Vargonia’s schools would be of no value, by itself, in evaluating the argument. We do not know what the new upper limit on the student-teacher ratio is, and we do not know whether Vargonia is currently in a recession.

(D) What proportion of Vargonia’s workers currently hold jobs as teachers in government-funded schools

 D Finding out whether the proportion this refers to is 1 percent, for example, or 4 percent, would tell us nothing about whether getting teaching jobs at government-funded schools in Vargonia becomes more difficult during a recession. Among other things, we do not know whether Vargonia is currently in a recession, and we do not know what proportion of Vargonia’s workers would be qualified candidates for teaching jobs.

(E) Whether in the past a number of government-funded schools in Vargonia have had student-teacher ratios well in excess of the new limit（时间点）
E This is of no relevance in evaluating the argument because, presumably, the new limit on student-teacher ratios will be complied with. Thus, even if student-teacher ratios in the past would have exceeded the new limit, the argument concerns whether, in the future, getting a teaching job in Vargonia’s government-funded schools will be made more difficult by a recession.

COMPLETE THE PASSAGE

12. Most bicycle helmets provide good protection for the top and back of the head, but little or no protection for the temple regions on the sides of the head. A study of head injuries resulting from bicycle accidents showed that a large proportion were caused by blows to the temple area. Therefore, if bicycle helmets protected this area, the risk of serious head injury in bicycle accidents would be greatly reduced, especially since .

生词：helmet头盔
逻辑链：
Background: helmet protects the top and back of the head. but not protects the temple regions on the sides of the head.

Premise: a large proportion were caused by blows to the temple area

Conclusion: the risk would be reduced, il helmet is modified.

Situation:  Bicycle helmets protect the top and back of the head, but not the sides or temples. A study found that a large proportion of head injuries caused by biking accidents were caused by blows to the temple area.

Question Stem:

 Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

Reasoning: Why would the risk of serious head injury in bicycle accidents be greatly reduced if bicycle helmets protected the temple regions? If for some reason a serious head injury is particularly likely when there is impact to the temple area, then bicycle helmets that protect that area would be apt to reduce the number of serious head injuries from bicycle accidents. One such reason is that the bone in the temple area is relatively thin.

Answer Analysis:

(A) among the bicyclists included in the study’s sample of head injuries, only a very small proportion had been wearing a helmet at the time of their accident（out of scope)

  This point is irrelevant because it gives us no information about the seriousness or the likelihood of injuries due to impact to the temple area.

(B) even those bicyclists who regularly wear helmets have a poor understanding of the degree and kind of protection that helmets afford（out of scope)

 This is largely irrelevant. Even if it suggests that head injuries do not generally result from bicyclists falling to the side, it does not indicate that such injuries are rare or that there is not great risk of serious injury in those cases in which there is impact to the temple area.

(C) a helmet that included protection for the temples would have to be somewhat larger and heavier than current helmets( shell game)

 This point is relevant only to what a helmet that protected the temple area would be like, not to the seriousness of injuries resulting from impact to that area. If anything, this point counts as a reason against the conclusion, not for it. If such helmets are heavier and larger, they may be used less than they otherwise would be. If fewer helmets are used, then improvements to helmet design will have less of an effect in reducing serious head injuries
(D) the bone in the temple area is relatively thin and impacts in that area are thus very likely to cause brain injury

 Correct. This statement provides a reason why the temple area of the rider’s head needs protection: impacts to this area are very likely to cause brain injuries.

(E) bicyclists generally land on their arm or shoulder when they fall to the side, which reduces the likelihood of severe impacts on the side of the head(out of scope)

This is largely irrelevant. Even if it suggests that head injuries do not generally result from bicyclists falling to the side, it does not indicate that such injuries are rare or that there is not great risk of serious injury in those cases in which there is impact to the temple area.

33.Although the number of large artificial satellites orbiting the Earth is small compared to the number of small pieces of debris in orbit, the large satellites interfere more seriously with telescope observations because of the strong reflections they produce. Because many of those large satellites have ceased to function, the proposal has recently been made to eliminate interference from nonfunctioning satellites by exploding them in space. This proposal, however, is ill conceived, since

逻辑链：
Background: Large人造卫星数量<在赤道上小型的碎片，》《However, large S在TO下干涉更多因为它们能产生强大的辐射， 很多大型的人造卫星已经停止运转，打算制定出一项计划来从不再运转的卫星消除辐射，将它们扔到太空去。
Conclusion: proposal ill conceived

Premise:???

Situation: Many large artificial satellites orbiting earth no longer function. Reflections from these satellites interfere with telescope observations. A proposal has been made to eliminate this interference by exploding these satellites in space.

Question Stem: Evaluation of a plan

Which of the following most logically completes the argument below?

Reasoning: Why is the proposal ill conceived? If exploding the large artificial satellites—thereby creating a large amount of debris—would result in an increase in interference with telescope observation, the proposal would be self-defeating, and therefore would be ill conceived.

Answer Analysis:

(A) many nonfunctioning satellites remain in orbit for years

many nonfunctioning satellites remain in orbit for years would seem to make the proposal more attractive. If large nonfunctioning artificial satellites generally do not remain in orbit for years—e.g., if they fall out of orbit—then there might be no need to explode the satellites. Therefore this statement is not correct.

(B) for satellites that have ceased to function, repairing them while they are in orbit would be prohibitively expensive

如果修理好non-function satellites价格非常昂贵，所以使proposal 更attractive

(C) there are no known previous instances of satellites’ having been exploded on purpose
At most this might suggest that the consequences of such an explosion are not well understood, but even that is not very strongly suggested. For instance, if large artificial satellites have accidentally blown up, scientists may have studied the results and have good reason to believe that no ill-effects will result from exploding the satellites.
(D) the only way to make telescope observations without any interference from debris in orbit is to use telescopes launched into extremely high orbits around the Earth

This is not a cogent reason 即使计划未能消除所有的干扰，但起码大大减少，相反是支持了proposal
(E) a greatly increased number of small particles in Earth’s orbit would result in a blanket of reflections that would make certain valuable telescope observations impossible

Correct. If exploding large nonfunctioning satellites would lead to more interference, then we have a reason to think that the proposal is ill conceived.
39. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

 

Sviatovin is a medieval Moringian text whose author and exact date of composition are unknown. However, the events in the life of Prince Sviatov that the text describes occurred in 1165, and in the diagram of Sviatov’s family that accompanies the text his father, who died in 1167, is identified as still living. Thus Sviatovin must have been written between 1165 and 1167, assuming that .

Background: the text s is unknown about the author and date.

Premise: the events occurred in 1165, a diagram which indicates that father died in 1167 is still alive.

Conclusion： the book Sviatovin was written between 1165 and 1167

Situation A medieval Moringian text was written about Prince Sviatov. It is not known exactly when the text was written, but the events described in it occurred in 1165 and a diagram in the text indicates that Sviatov’s father—who died in 1167—was alive at the time it was composed.

Question Stem: Strengthen

Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

What completion of the blank would provide the best reason for believing the argument’s conclusion? 

Reasoning:The argument’s conclusion is that the book Sviatovin was written between 1165 and 1167. The reasoning given is this: It could not have been written before 1165 because it includes events that took place in that year. It could not have been written after 1167 because Sviatov’s father died in that year. A diagram in the book suggests he was alive when the book was written. Was the diagram correct in that suggestion? The argument depends on assuming that it was.

Answer Analysis:

(A) the life of Prince Sviatov is not the subject of any other medieval Moringian texts（对象超出范围）
 The argument focuses on one text and its date of composition. The argument does not need to make any assumptions about other texts.

 (B) the author of Sviatovin intended it to provide as accurate a report about Prince Sviatov’s exploits as possible

The argument does not assume this. Issues about the accurate reporting of Sviatov’s exploits (or about the author’s intention to report them accurately) are irrelevant to the argument, which hinges on the accuracy of the diagram that accompanies the text. The diagram does not report Sviatov’s exploits.

 (C) the diagram accurately represents the composition of Sviatov’s family at the time Sviatovin was written

Correct. The reasoning in the argument assumes that the diagram was correct in representing the Prince’s father as still living when the text was composed. If his father was not living when the text was written, then the information that his father actually died in 1167 is no guarantee that the text was composed by then.

 (D) Sviatovin is the earliest Moringian text whose composition can be dated to within a few years（对象无关）
See the explanation for answer choice (A) above. The degree of precision with which scholars have succeeded in dating other Moringian texts is entirely irrelevant.
 (E) Sviatovin was not written by Sviatov’s father himself（关注点在when而不是who）
 The conclusion concerns when Sviatovin was written and not by whom it was written. If, contrary to answer choice (E), it were known that the author was Sviatov’s father, this would actually provide strong support for the argument’s conclusion. Thus answer choice (E) does not provide a good reason for the argument’s conclusion.

59. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

 

A recent government study links the high rates of respiratory ailments in Groverston to airborne pollutants released by the Woodco plywood manufacturing plant there. To address the problem, the government imposed strict regulations on emissions which will go into effect in four years. Although Woodco plans to cut its emissions in half two years ahead of schedule, it is unlikely that the rate of respiratory ailments will decline before the regulations go into effect, since .

逻辑链：措施目的型
Background: study-plywood plant is related to the high rate of reparatory aliments to airborne pollutants. Plan: imposed strict regulation on emission (4years)

Conclusion: woodco plans to cut the emissions ahead of the government's plan,but the rate does not decline.

Premise:??

Situation A government study linked high rates of respiratory illness in Groverston to air pollutants released by a plywood manufacturing plant. A government-imposed restriction on emissions will go into effect in four years. But the Woodco manufacturing plant plans to cut its emissions in half two years ahead of schedule.

Question Stem:找premise

Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

Reasoning Which of the possible completions of the passage will provide the most support for the argument’s conclusion? The argument’s conclusion is that the rate of respiratory illness is unlikely to decline before the regulations go into effect four years from now. That is a surprising claim, given that the existing plywood factory is going to halve its emissions two years from now—so this claim requires additional support (to be provided by completing the blank). Such additional support is provided by the information that three new plywood manufacturing plants will soon be starting production in Groverston. This suggests that even if Groverston reduces its emissions by half over the next two years—and even if each of the three new plants have only, let’s say, one quarter of the emissions of the existing plant as currently operated—the total amount of airborne pollutants from plywood manufacture in the Groverston area will not decline. Since the total airborne pollution from the plants will not decline, we should not expect that the rate of respiratory illnesses from such pollution would decline either.

Answer Analysis:

 (A) the number of facilities capable of treating respiratory ailments is not likely to increase（讨论的点和原文无关）
The argument focuses on the incidence of respiratory ailments in Groverston, not on the availability of treatment facilities for such ailments once they occur. So this statement is largely irrelevant to the argument.

 (B) reducing emissions even further than planned would necessitate decreasing production at Woodco 
This information provides no support for the argument’s conclusion. It merely indicates a practical difficulty Woodco would have in making more than a 50 percent reduction in its emissions. However, even with the 50 percent emissions reduction that Woodco plans to implement in two years, the rate of respiratory ailments should decline.

 (C) it is difficult to make accurate, long-term predictions about emissions（prediction是否difficult to make和rate为什么没有降低无关）
  First, it is not clear that a prediction about levels of emissions in Groverston three or four years from now is along-term prediction. More to the point, if it would be very difficult to predict the emissions even two years from now, that would not support a conclusion that rates of respiratory ailments are unlikely to decline. Rather, it would support the conclusion that we do not know whether rates will decline.

(D) not all respiratory ailments are caused by airborne pollutants

 This information raises the possibility that within the next four years, an increase in the occurrence of factorsother than airborne pollutants might make a decline in respiratory ailments unlikely. However, the passage provides no information whatsever that implies an increase in the occurrence of such “other” factors.

(E) three new plywood manufacturing plants are about to go into production in Groverston

Correct. This helps to support the conclusion that rates of respiratory ailments in Groverston are unlikely to decline before the new government regulations go into effect.

65. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

 

Pecan（山核桃树） growers get a high price for their crop when pecans are comparatively scarce, but the price drops sharply when pecans are abundant. Thus, in high-yield years, growers often hold back part of their crop in refrigerated warehouses for one or two years, hoping for higher prices in the future. This year’s pecan crop was the smallest in five years. It is nonetheless quite possible that a portion of this year’s crop will be held back, since .

Background: high price when scarce, low price when abundant high-yield years, growers hold back part of corp so that the price will be higher in the future.

Facts: corp in this year is the smallest in five years. but it is possible for growers to hold back some of corps

Premise:???

Situation The price of pecans tends to drop sharply in years when pecans are abundant. So in high-yield years, growers often hold back part of the harvest in refrigerated warehouses. This year’s harvest was the smallest in five years.

Question Stem: 找premise-措施目的型-为什么yields低还可以hold back 一些？
Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

Reasoning What would provide the best completion of the argument? The argument’s conclusion is that some of this year’s crop might be held back. The blank to be completed should provide a reason in support of that conclusion. What would lead us to believe that some of this year’s crop might go into cold storage even though the crop was unusually small? Only in high-yield years does this usually happen. But suppose there is already a large quantity of pecans in cold storage from previous harvests. Given this information, it would make perfect sense to expect that the pecans already in cold storage would be marketed first, while some of the latest crop would be stored. This would avoid the market oversupply and lower producer prices that might result if both all of this year’s crop and all of the already stored pecans were marketed this year.

Answer Analysis:

(A) each of the last two years produced record-breaking pecan yields

Correct. This answer choice provides information that makes it more probable that the conclusion is true.

 (B) the quality of this year’s pecan crop is no worse than the quality of the pecan crops of the previous five years(quality不是讨论的重点unnecessary information）
The argument provides no information whatsoever that would suggest the decision to store or not to store pecans is based on evaluation of the crop’s quality.

 (C) pecan prices have not been subject to sharp fluctuations in recent years(unnecessary information)

 This information is of little or no relevance. It is reasonable to think that predictions about pecan prices this year would affect the decision to store or not to store. But the information in this answer choice sheds little or no light on what this year’s pecan prices might be, given that, as the passage tells us, this year’s crop is exceptionally small.

 (D) for some pecan growers, this year’s crop was no smaller than last year’s

It is not surprising that some growers had crops this year that were as big as their crops the year before. But what matters, what affects the price of pecans, is the overall size of total pecan production and the abundance or scarcity of pecans at the time.
 (E) the practice of holding back part of one year’s crop had not yet become widespread the last time the pecan crop was as small as it was this year（
This piece of history about marketing and storage practices explains why pecans were not placed in storage in previous small-yield years, but it provides no reason to believe that some of the new pecan crop will be stored this year.

69. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?找premise

 

By competing with rodents for seeds, black ants help control rodent populations that pose a public health risk. However, a very aggressive species of black ant, the Loma ant, which has recently invaded a certain region, has a venomous sting that is often fatal to humans. Therefore, the planned introduction into that region of ant flies, which prey on Loma ants, would benefit public health, since .

 逻辑链：
Background: black ants help to reduce rode nt population.a species of blackant Loma ant pose a threat on humans..

Conclusion: the introduction of ant flies, which prey on loma. would benefit public health

Premise:???

Situation Black ants help to control populations of rodents by competing with them for seeds. But a very aggressive species of black ant, the Loma ant, has a sting that can be fatal to humans. Ant flies prey on Loma ants and their presence can thereby benefit public health.

Question Stem: 找Premise?

Reasoning Which of the possible completions of the passage provides the most support for the conclusion? The argument’s conclusion is that introducing ant flies into the region where Loma ants have recently invaded would benefit public health. We know from the passage that black ants, generally, benefit public health by keeping down rodent populations. However, the sting of Loma ants, a species of black ant, can be fatal to humans. Ant flies prey on Loma ants. To that extent their introduction in the region would tend to benefit public health by making fatal Loma stinging of humans less likely. But if these ant flies also prey on black ants other than the Loma ants, then to that extent they would undermine another public health benefit associated with controlling rodents. Thus, the information that ant flies do not prey on black ants other than Loma ants would provide strong logical support for the conclusion.

Answer Analysis:

(A) ant flies do not attack black ants other than Loma ants正确，因为loma ants是black ant的一员，但是black ant又对公共健康有利，只有当ant flies攻击loma而不攻击black ant，两者都能保护公共健康。
Correct. This most logically completes the argument because it addresses a potential downside of introducing the ant flies into the region. The potential downside is that it might reduce the desirable effect that other species of black ants have in keeping down the rodent populations.

 

(B) Loma ants are less effective than many bird species in competing with rodents for seeds（超出范围，extraneous information）
 We have no idea whether the bird species that are more effective than Loma ants at competing with rodents for seeds are even present in the region in question.

 

(C) certain other species of black ants are more effective than Loma ants in competing with rodents for seeds(unnecessary information)

This does not help the conclusion very much because we do not know from the passage whether ant flies prey on other species of black ants besides Loma ants.

(D) the sting of Loma ants can also be fatal to rodent，即使它对rodent有致命害，但它同时对人体有害的时候，二者矛盾，
 If anything, this is a reason not to introduce ant flies into the region. This answer choice at least suggests that Loma ants might have some positive effect on public health because they might keep down rodent populations by reducing their survival chances.

(E) some pesticides that could be used to control Loma ants are harmful to the environment 如果pesticide对环境有害，要来干啥！
This provides very little support for the conclusion. It does not exclude the possibility that there are pesticides—perhaps several—that would control Loma ants effectively without harming the environment. So it is not a strong reason for introducing ant flies.

81. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

 

The attribution of the choral work Lacrimae to the composer Pescard (1400–1474) has been regarded as tentative, since it was based on a single treatise from the early 1500s that named Pescard as the composer. Recently, several musical treatises from the late 1500s have come to light, all of which name Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae. Unfortunately, these newly discovered treatises lend no support to the attribution of Lacrimae to Pescard, since .

逻辑链：

论证结构：前提-前提-结论
Situation A choral work has been tentatively attributed to Pescard based on a single treatise from the early 1500s. But several treatises from the late 1500s have recently been discovered, and all of them attribute the work to Pescard. Unformately, these newly treatises lend no support to the attribution of lacrimal to pescard. Premise:???

Question Stem: 找Premise

Reasoning Which of the answer choices provides the strongest reason for the conclusion? The argument’s conclusion is that the newly discovered late-1500 treatises lend no support to the attribution of Lacrimae to Pescard. It is worth noting that prior to the conclusion the passage provides information which suggests that these newly discovered treatises do lend support to the attribution. So the question is: Why don’t they? A good reason for thinking they do not is that the newly discovered treatises probably derive solely from the attribution given in the earlier text. Thus the attributions in the later treatises are only as reliable as the attribution in the earlier treatise—and the argument suggests that that reliability has not been conclusively established.

Answer Analysis:

(A) the treatise from the early 1500s misidentifies the composers of some of the musical works it considers（extraneous information）

A This makes the treatise from the early 1500s less reliable, but it does not explain why the newly discovered treatises are unreliable.

(B) the author of the treatise from the early 1500s had no very strong evidence on which to base the identification of Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae(extraneous information)

B Like answer choice (A), this is irrelevant. The question is not why the treatise from the early 1500s fails to lend support to the attribution but why the treatises from the late 1500s fail to do so.

(C) there are works that can conclusively be attributed to Pescard that are not even mentioned in the treatise from the early 1500s (extraneous information) 

C This is irrelevant because it does not refer to the newly discovered treatises whose attribution of Lacrimae is at issue.

(D) the later treatises probably had no source for their attribution other than the earlier treatise Bingo

D Correct. The question is whether these newly discovered treatises lend additional support. Lacrimae has already been tentatively attributed to Pescard based on the text from the early 1500s. So, if the later treatises base their attribution solely on the earlier treatise, then they provide no additional support beyond that already provided by the earlier treatise.

(E) no known treatises from the 1600s identify Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae(extraneous information，时间层不对)
E This leaves open the possibility that there was no treatise at all in the 1600s that discussed Pescard or Lacrimae. Also, it fails to provide significant evidence either for or against Pescard’s having composed Lacrimae. But even if it did provide such evidence, it would be irrelevant because the issue is why the late-1500 treatises fail to provide significant support for the attribution of Lacrimae to Pescard, not whether Pescard composed the work.

