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1 Introduction

If you�re reading this book, you don�t need me to tell you how important the
GMAT is. Your test scores are one of the key ingredients in a successful business
school application. Not only is the test a pressure-packed experience, it pits
you against thousands of other highly-motivated test-takers. All of this means
that it�s harder than ever to get a high GMAT score.
For many people, the di¤erence between the score they�ve got and the score

they want is the Verbal portion of the test. It�s one thing to learn a pile of
formulas and shortcuts to master the Quantitative section, but the Verbal half
of the test seems to be much more intractable. The patterns that underlie
verbal questions are subtler, and test items require a more nuanced grasp of the
English language.

No book can teach you how to master the English langage in three easy
steps, but the goal of the GMAT Verbal Bible is to make that mastery less
important. In this book, you�ll learn about what to expect on the Verbal
section of the GMAT and how to attack each and every question type you�ll
encounter. Along the way, you�ll be exposed to a variety of patterns that the
test-maker uses to create this material. Understanding those patterns will make
Verbal questions that much more accessible.
As you�ll soon learn, the GMAT Verbal section is best understood as two or

three di¤erent test sections. While there is a fair amount of overlap between the
skills needed to master Critical Reasoning and Reading Comprehension, they
have little in common with the skills needed to become pro�cient with Sentence
Correction. Accordingly, this book is separated into three main sections, one
for each of the three major question types.

In each of the three sections, you�ll start by discovering the basic structure
of the question type. You�ll move on to some general categorizations that
will help you narrow down your approach on any given question. Then, as
the chapters proceed, you�ll �nd they get more and more detailed, focusing on
speci�c nuances of GMAT Verbal questions. Think of it like the hierarchy of a
large corporation. Right now, we�re discussing this at the "upper management"
level, taking in the big picture. The introduction to each question type is a
little lower down the chain, perhaps a division manager. As you continue, you�ll
�nd that you need to approach the GMAT from a variety levels, all the way
from the CEO down to the mailroom. This book will help you accomplish that.

Finally, a note about me, the author of The GMAT Verbal Bible. I�ve been
helping people improve their GMAT scores for nearly a decade now. I�ve seen
the Verbal curricula used by nearly every GMAT prep company in existence.
There are plenty of good ideas out there, but they are rarely grouped together
into one well-organized resource. That�s what led me to create this book. It�s
certainly valuable to use additional practice materials (for more details, see the
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chapter on "Further Resources"), but as far as skills, strategy, and tactics, I�ve
put everything you need into this book. These are the approaches I�ve been
teaching my students for years, �nally assembled in one place.

By purchasing this book, you�ve taken an important �rst step toward success
on the GMAT Verbal section. Turn to the next chapter to keep that momentum
going!
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2 How to Use This Book

The key to any successful GMAT training regimen, whether you�re aiming for a
450 or a 750, is consistency. Too many students try to cram their studying into
weekends, or the week before the test, or their occasional days o¤. Preparation
of that sort is better than nothing, but it is far inferior to doing things the right
way.

I�ve written extensively on my website about how to make the most of your
study time. I won�t recap all of that here; instead, I encourage you to browse
www.gmathacks.com for more information. But I will review one simple con-
cept: quality is more important than quantity. Too many students think their
goal should be to do as many practice problems as possible, often numbering in
the thousands. That is simply wrong.

Much better is to really learn from every practice problem you do. The
GMAT not only tests your content knowledge, it tests how quickly you can
recognize question types and deploy that knowledge. So, if you can�t do a
question correctly, or you can�t complete it in two minutes or so, you might as
well have gotten it wrong. Your preparation should re�ect that. If you get a
question right, but it takes you �ve minutes (even three!) you aren�t done with
that question. It should go on a list for review the next day.

In that vein, I often tell people that if they do (and understand, and can
complete in two minutes) every question in The O¢ cial Guide to GMAT Review,
they�ll be ready for the test, and will likely score in the 80th percentile or higher.
I�ve rarely been wrong. 300+ verbal questions is more than enough. Similarly,
if you understand all the content and can comfortably and speedily complete
the 100+ practice questions in this book, you�ll be well on your way to being
ready for the GMAT Verbal section.

As I�ve suggested already, consistency is the name of the game. It�s better
to spend an hour a day for an entire week than to spend twelve hours on the
weekend. With that in mind, do everything you can to carve out a bit of
study time every single day (at worst, every other day). If you don�t, you�ll
�nd yourself stressing out, spending a great deal of your study time catching
up, and not making as much progress as you�d like. Trust me: I�ve watched it
happen to too many people.

No matter how busy your life is, I�m convinced that you can carve out a half-
hour or an hour a day for the GMAT. If you can do that, your test preparation
shouldn�t take longer than two or three months. It may mean sneaking away
from the o¢ ce during lunch, or setting the alarm thirty minutes earlier, but if
you really care about getting into the business school of your choice, you can
make that sacri�ce. If you do that consistently, you will reach your goal.
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And that, in a nutshell, is how to work through this book. Pay particular
attention to the explanations. I�ve put a lot of time into creating useful, ex-
tensive explanations, and much of the value of the book is contained in them.
When you �nd a question that gives you trouble the �rst time around, mark
it and return to it the following day. You can do a lot of work in an hour a
day. In fact, I suspect that many of the sections of this book�including both
the content review and the GMAT-like problems�can be completed in about an
hour.

There�s no magic bullet to GMAT success, but this book is designed to help
you make your consistent study time that much more e¢ cient.
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3 GMAT Verbal Basics

The GMAT Verbal section is made up of 41 questions, which you are expected
to answer in 75 minutes or less. Of those 41 questions, you�ll see a nearly
equal number of Critical Reasoning, Reading Comprehension, and Sentence
Correction questions. (There are a few more SC questions than the others.)

Critical Reasoning questions provide short passages, then ask logic-related
questions about them. For instance, you might be asked to select passage�s
underlying assumption, to explain a paradox in the passage, or to determine
which of �ve statements is supported by the passage. Some passages are based
on hypothetical countries, regions, or �rms; others are factual, covering topics
such as business, economics, and various sciences.

Reading Comprehension questions start with longer (usually 2-4 paragraph)
passages, and the test asks multiple questions about each passage. These
passages are generally academic in tone, and cover similar topics to the ones that
Critical Reasoning passages touch on. However, all RC passages are factual.
They are written directly for the GMAT (they are not excerpts from other
sources), but they should not contradict knowledge you may have. RC questions
ask for things like the main idea of the passage, speci�c details from the passage,
and inferences one might logically make from the passage.

Sentence Correction questions give you a sentence with all or part of the
sentence underlined. The �ve choices present �ve ways that the underlined part
might be corrected. It�s also possible that the sentence is correct as is. Choice
(A) is always identical to the original sentence, so if the sentence is correct
as written, select (A). The GMAT tests standard English grammar, though
sentences are often long and awkward. You don�t need to have a thorough
knowledge of technical grammar rules, but a good grasp of English grammar
helps quite a bit.

Of course, most of this book is devoted to elaborating on what I�ve said
so far. In the sections below, you�ll �nd each type of question broken down
much further, and you�ll have a chance to work through dozens of examples of
each. Before getting there, though, there are some general strategic concepts
to discuss.

Getting Through the Verbal Section

One of the hardest things about the GMAT Verbal section is that it just
isn�t very interesting.

The content is uninteresting and unfamiliar, the arguments are �awed, the
sentences are ungrammatical (even the right ones aren�t very good sometimes),
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and you�ve got to focus on all those details for more than an hour. It�s like
reading a bad in-�ight magazine, only with the expectation of a detailed quiz
when you land.
Unfortunately, there�s nothing I can tell you to really solve these problems:

Reading Comprehension will always use topics that you don�t know much about;
Sentence Correction answers will always be objectionable; and Critical Reason-
ing passages will require you to switch gears every couple of minutes. But there
are a couple of ways to deal with the drudgery.

First, remember to breathe. It�s that simple. I didn�t discover this until
I had taken the test several times. What makes the GMAT Verbal section so
stressful is that you must change gears from question to question, and there�s
no logical transition. That�s not how you operate in real life, so it isn�t how you
should operate during the exam, either.
Instead, try this. After you click an answer choice and hit �con�rm�to move

on, close your eyes, take a breath, count to three, and then�only then�open your
eyes and look at the next question. Like I said, it�s simple. But if it works for
you as well as it works for me, you won�t believe the di¤erence.
In case you�re worried about using so much time to do something other than

answer questions, do the math. Three seconds times forty breaks (one between
each question) is two minutes. I guarantee you that you�ll save that time by
being that much more refreshed when you look at each question.

Additionally, since the test is presented on a computer screen, it�s important
to give yourself short breaks from staring at that screen. I�m a big proponent
of doing as much scratchwork as you can�in other words, move the problem o¤
the screen and onto your scratch paper. That isn�t really possible on Verbal, at
least not to the same extent that it is for math. However, there is one way you
can get your eyes o¤ the screen for another moment or two.
Each question, after you take a short breather, don�t look right back at the

screen. Instead, turn your focus to your scratch paper, where you�ll write the
number of the question, and �A B C D E.� That way, if the question turns
out to be tricky, and you want to keep track of which answer choices you can
eliminate, you can cross them o¤ on your scratch paper.
This is a great way to stay focused, and it also helps you keep track of which

choices you�ve evaluated, and which conclusions you�ve arrived at.

Content and Complexity

The GMAT is an adaptive test: The questions you see depend on how well
you are doing. If you answer a lot of questions right, you�ll see harder problems.
If you are going to get a high score on the Verbal section, you need to be able
to handle more di¢ cult problems. It may not be obvious how Verbal questions
get harder, so it�s worth taking a look at that now.
In short, GMAT Verbal di¢ culty boils down to two issues: content and

complexity. Let�s look at each one.
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First, content. One of the more frustrating things about verbal content on
any standardized test is that you have to read and absorb material you have
virtually no interest in. To make questions more di¢ cult, the GMAT takes that
to the next level. If you�ve been studying for long, you know that some of the
most challenging GMAT Verbal questions are based on science content�the sort
of thing most potential MBA candidates never give a second thought to.
For instance, what would you rather read about: di¤ering opinions as to

the cause of the Great Depression, or di¤ering theories as to why a rare South
American bird evolved with a clipped left wing? If you chose the latter, consider
yourself lucky�you�re not in the majority.
Content di¢ culty is not limited to Reading Comprehension. While most

Critical Reasoning questions follow a few basic argument structures, the topic
of the question can add di¢ culty. Many of the toughest GMAT problems in the
question pool are based on biology: genetics, disease, and drug e¤ectiveness.
Because those are more complicated subjects than invented scenarios involving
Company X, those questions are often longer, as well.

There are, however, ways to deal with di¢ cult content. Most of all, �gure
out a way to stay focused. The previous section in this chapter o¤ers several
solutions.
Also, remember that the GMAT is never testing you on prior knowledge, so

whatever you need to answer the question is right there on the screen. Especially
in Reading Comprehension, read actively: take notes, make an outline, think
about what you�re reading.

The second way in which Verbal questions become more di¢ cult is through
complexity.
There�s nothing worse than reviewing a Critical Reasoning question and

discovering that you got the wrong answer because you missed one tiny concept�
sometimes nothing more than a single word. Especially when you are starting
out, this is going to happen; it�s a big part of why you need to spend so much
time preparing for the test.
As GMAT Verbal questions get harder�and this applies to all three question

types�the di¤erence between the right answer and the wrong ones get smaller.
It may be as little as one word, or a slight shift in scope. In Sentence Correction,
two answers might be equally awkward, but one of them will have some tiny
grammatical �aw that you might miss the �rst time through.
In Reading Comprehension, this can be the most frustrating of all. Given

as many as 350-400 words, you�re expected to notice these details, even when
you�re already trying to keep track of multiple arguments.

Thankfully, there are ways of dealing with complexity. Students often ask
me whether they should skim Reading Comprehension passages. No! You have
more than enough time to read each passage once, carefully. The more di¢ cult
the passage, the more likely that skimming will cause you to miss an important
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detail, whether it�s a fact that alters the meaning of the passage, or a key word
that signals the distinction between two di¤ering viewpoints.
The same rule goes for Critical Reasoning�only more so. Because CR pas-

sages are shorter, you probably aren�t tempted to skim them. But take that one
step further: comb over those passages like your score depends on your reading
every word. As they get harder, that becomes true: your GMAT score does
hinge on you noticing every last detail.
Reading more carefully can take a lot of time, and you are limited to 75

minutes for all 41 questions. To avoid taking too long, the key is to read
thoroughly�once. Many test-takers see a RC passage, skim it, and then skim
the passage again for each question. It�s much more e¢ cient to read the passage
carefully one time than to skim through it �ve times.

It may take practice�both on RC and CR�to read the passage so e¤ectively
that you don�t need to go back (except to con�rm details). But that�s what
your preparation time is for�train yourself to read the passage once even if, at
�rst, it takes you far longer than the 3-4 minutes you should be spending on
each Reading Comprehension passage.
There are plenty of ways the GMAT makes Verbal questions more di¢ cult,

but if you read the questions and passages carefully and recognize the sorts of
answer choices that trick you on a regular basis, you should be able to get those
questions right. It�s a lot like math: there are rules, but once you learn them,
every question is within your grasp.
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4 GMAT Verbal Scratchwork

Scratch work is easy on the GMAT Quantitative section. You write down your
work, just like you always have when completing math problems. (That isn�t
to say you can�t improve your math scratchwork, but that�s outside the scope
of this book!)

Most people, though, don�t have a good idea of how to maximize their
scratchwork on the GMAT Verbal section. I�ll admit, it�s not as easy, and
there�s not as much advantage to be gained with better scratchwork. Finding
the best approach is more personal, as well.

Reading Comprehension Scratchwork

Every test-prep company has some particular method they�d like you to use
to take notes through GMAT reading passages. I don�t put too much stock in
any of them; what matters isn�t exactly how you take notes, but that you do
jot something down, and that it doesn�t take too much of your time.
In fact, that�s worth emphasizing further. The idea isn�t to force you into

thinking about every passage the same way. Writing down an outline, or a few
key points, is all that matters, whether you do so brie�y or exhaustively.
The main bene�t of note-taking is that it requires that you maintain your

focus. Especially with passages that don�t interest you at all, it�s easy to
zone out and lose time. If you force yourself to write something down at the
conclusion of every paragraph, you�re much less likely to do that.
Thus, the idea is to jot down a note every few sentences, focusing on general

ideas and structure. In a perfect world, you�d be able to state the "primary
purpose" of the passage once you�ve �nished reading it, whether the GMAT
gives you that question or not.

Critical Reasoning Scratchwork

It�s much less important to jot down notes in CR questions. That�s mainly
because there�s so much less to read�it�s harder to lose concentration during a
CR question. However, if you �nd that you do have trouble maintaining focus
for the minute or so it should take you to read the prompt, try taking a note or
two to break the task into smaller pieces.
Where scratchwork can be helpful in CR is noting causal relationships. A

large number of CR questions involve some sort of causation. When they do,
especially if the question is an assumption, strengthen, or weaken, that relation-
ship will play a key part in the correct choice.
This doesn�t have to be complicated: you might just write "changing climate

�> new food-gathering techniques" or "threat of patent law reversal �> di¤erent
publication method."
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You can also use your scratchwork to track answer choices, which applies to
all three types of Verbal questions. I�ll discuss that in the next section.

Sentence Correction Scratchwork

When I take the GMAT, I do one thing before every single Verbal question.
I take a second, force myself to look away from the screen (thus giving myself
a much-needed, though brief, break) and jot down "A B C D E" on my scratch
paper. For some questions, especially SC, that�s all I write down. (Writing
down those �ve letters is a good way to maintain focus, as noted in the previous
chapter, and it can be helpful on all types of Verbal questions, not just SC.)
Since each answer choice requires a fresh thought and sometimes a new angle

on the question, you don�t want to track your progress in your head. Instead,
use the scratch paper to record which choices you�ve eliminated, and which ones
are possibilities.
To do that, I mark each choice in one of three ways:

An "X" through the choice means "This couldn�t possibly be right."
A "?" next to the choice means "I don�t think this is right, but if

nothing better comes along, it�s not so awful that I couldn�t
select it."

An underline (�_�) beneath the choice means "This is probably
right. I�ll look at the other choices, though."

It doesn�t matter whether you adopt my method or not; what is important
is that you consistently use a method that works for you, and that method
helps you keep track of the work you�ve already done. Unless you struggle with
the English language, I�m convinced that you should be able to complete the
GMAT Verbal section in much less than the allotted 75 minutes. People who
don�t usually spend much of their time daydreaming or re-reading passages they
didn�t focus on the �rst time.
E¤ective scratchwork is often the di¤erence between struggling to get through

all 41 questions and comfortably �nishing the section with plenty of time to
spare.
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5 Introduction to Critical Reasoning

Critical Reasoning makes up about one-third of the GMAT Verbal section. To
be more precise, there are usually 13 CR questions among the 41 problems on
the Verbal portion of the test.

Each CR question consists of three parts:
A brief, paragraph-long passage;
A question;
Five answer choices.

Here�s a sample passage:
Until recently, the scholarly consensus was that few marine species
are approaching extinction. Closer examination of marine species
near the island of Tasmania, however, revealed many factors, such
as climate change and �shing, that may be contributing to the
extinction of species thought to be safe. The rate of extinction of
marine species may be just as high as that of non-marine species,
but the lack of systematic sampling has disguised the trend.

Remember I used the word "unfamiliar" before to refer to the content? I
wasn�t kidding around. On all three types of Verbal questions, the makers of
the GMAT are including more and more technical topics, often science-related,
that you are unlikely to have much exposure to.

(This passage, along with most of the others used as examples in this book,
is part of one of the sample questions included in the book.)

While the passage is the �rst thing you�ll see on a CR question, that doesn�t
mean you should read it �rst. Consider the passage you just read: Do you have
any idea what you should do with it? What you were reading for?
Instead, start with the question. The question related to the passage above

is as follows:
Which of the following is most strongly supported by the
statements given?

If you had known that, you�d have been able to focus your reading e¤orts
that much more. So every time you see a CR question, start with the question,
then read the passage.

Types of CR Questions

Almost all Critical Reasoning questions are somehow related to the con-
struction of arguments. In the item above, you�re looking for a statement that
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is logically supported by the passage. That isn�t the most common question
type, though it does come up regularly.
Here are some common types of questions in CR:

Which of the following, if true, would most strongly support the
consultants�proposal?

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the
argument in the advertisement?

Which of the following is an assumption on which this argument
depends?

Which of the following, if true, would best explain the apparent
discrepancy described above?

Almost all of these types of questions demand that you identify the assumption�
the unstated evidence�underlying the argument. There�s no hard and fast rule
governing how you�ll identify the assumption, but it will always be there. The
assumption is not stated, but it is necessary in order for the conclusion to be
true.
As you practice GMAT Critical Reasoning questions, you�ll see plenty of

variations on those question types. Some even explicitly test your awareness of
evidence, assumptions, and conclusion, though such questions are rare. When
you are confronted with an unfamiliar type of question, remember that the skills
tested aren�t new. Such items will always hinge on these same concepts.

How This Section Works

We�ll start by breaking down Critical Reasoning passages into two basic
types. We�ll discuss how to treat each type, as well as some of the common
passage structures you�ll encounter. After that, there are nine chapters on indi-
vidual question types. Finally, the last two chapters discuss common patterns
and pitfalls in Critical Reasoning answer choices.
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6 CR: Types of Passages

If you skim through pages of sample Critical Reasoning questions, all the pas-
sages will look more or less the same. However, it�s useful to start by classifying
passages into two categories, based on the type of question asked about them:

Passages for assumption-based questions
Passages for inference-based questions

Since the type of passage is based on the question that goes with it, it�s
important to read the question �rst. You won�t always be able to tell, simply
by reading the passage, which type of question it goes with. Some are obvi-
ous; others could go with an assumption-based question or an inference-based
question. Let�s look at the di¤erences.

Passages for assumption-based questions

These passages represent complete arguments. They might not be correct or
logical arguments, but they have a conclusion and some evidence that supports
that conclusion. In the next chapter, we�ll discuss the many types of questions
that the GMAT will ask regarding this sort of passage. For now, let�s focus on
what to do with it.

First, identify the conclusion. There are some conclusion keywords that
sometimes make this easier, such as "thus," "therefore," and the particularly
straightforward "in conclusion." Not every conclusion has such a keyword, but
it wouldn�t sound wrong if it did have one. If you�re not sure which sentence (or
part of a sentence) is the conclusion, look instead for the main point. If you had
to distill the passage to one of its sentences, that summary would probably be
the conclusion. Usually that sentence takes a position for or against something.

Next, look for subtle shifts. Perhaps the passage talks about something that
happened last year, and then it draws a conclusion that forecasts the future.
Maybe it cites data from a neighboring country, then concludes that the same
data apply in a di¤erent country. What you are looking for are holes in the
argument. No CR passage will represent a perfect, unassailable argument. The
more �aws you can identify before you start analyzing the answer choices, the
easier it will be to eliminate clearly wrong choices.

This focus, on shifts and �aws in the passage, is what sets apart successful
CR students from less successful ones. (Also, you may not be surprised to learn
that law students and lawyers are typically very, very good at this question
type.) Beyond doing lots of Critical Reasoning questions, there are a few ways
you can practice. One source for sample arguments, all of which are �awed�and
many of which are �awed in multiple ways�are the sample GMAT Analysis of
Argument essay topics. You can �nd more of them than you�ll ever need at the
mba.com website.
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Another way to start thinking like this more often is to be more skeptical
in your day-to-day reading. There are many unstated assumptions in nearly
every newspaper article, internal memo, and magazine feature. Whenever you
see an author drawing a conclusion, take a step back and see if you can �nd a
�aw in the reasoning. There�s usually some kind of problem if you look for it.

Passages for inference-based questions

The passages associated with inference questions (more on those in a few
chapters!) sometimes represent entire arguments, but often do not. They cer-
tainly don�t need to. Inference questions are asking for a conclusion�a inference
is, by de�nition, something that can logically be concluded from the information
given.

Thus, if you want to think of inference passages in the same way as assumption-
based passages, you can consider the entire passage as evidence for the conclu-
sion, which will be one of the answer choices. This eliminates a whole lot of the
work associated with assumption-based questions. It�s still important, however,
to look for shifts. The language used in GMAT passages is very precise. If a
term comes up twice, the passage is emphasizing that it is referring to the same
exact thing. If a slightly di¤erent term is used, it may be referring to something
else. That�s one kind of shift that will come up in all sorts of passages.

Also take note of parts of the passage that seem a bit o¤-topic. It is rare
that a GMAT passage has any super�uous content. If something does appear
to be unnecessary, consider how it might �t in. Further, keep it in mind when
you start analyzing the answer choices�that part of the passage might end up
providing the connection between the correct answer and a more central part of
the passage.

I realize that some of this chapter is a little vague. The speci�cs of Critical
Reasoning questions hinge on the questions themselves, and that�s what we�ll
turn to next.
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7 CR: Types of Assumption-Based Questions

Roughly three-quarters of the Critical Reasoning questions you�ll see on your
GMAT will be assumption-based. They come in many �avors, from the simple
and obvious to the convoluted and obscure.

The three most common types of questions like this are:
Assumption
Strengthen
Weaken

Assumption questions are the most clear-cut. They ask for the argument�s
underlying assumption, and that�s it. (As with the other question types, there
is an entire chapter on this sort of question below.)

Strengthen and weaken questions are extremely common, and sometimes
they are a bit harder to spot. Here�s one example of a weaken question (without
the passage):

In light of the situation, which of the following, if true, most strongly
argues that adopting the proposal would be an ine¤ective way of
achieving the goal?

Clearly, you won�t know much about the proposal and the goal until you
read the passage. But from the phrase "ine¤ective way," you should recognize
that the question is asking you to undermine the argument, or in this case, show
why the proposal may fail. Not every strengthen and weaken question contains
a plan or proposal, but many do, and you�ll get plenty of practice propping
up (on strengthen questions) and undermining (on weaken questions) various
proposals in items like this one.

In all of these questions, you�re looking for the subtle shifts I discussed in
the previous chapter. (More speci�c patterns are discussed in the following
chapter.) Focus on the conclusion, or main point, of the argument. If there
is a plan or proposal, make sure you understand the exact scope of that plan.
As you practice, err on the side of spending too much time understanding the
passage, rather than spending more time picking apart the answer choices. If
you have a �rm grasp of the passage, you�ll should be able to quickly eliminate
at least two or three wrong answer choices per question.

There are several other related question types that appear with assumption-
based passages:

Explanation
Paradox
Flaw
Evidence
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Explanation and paradox questions are very similar. In fact, they are
grouped together in a chapter below. Explanation questions are usually worded
something like this:

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the
apparent discrepancy?

Not every explanation question will include the word "discrepancy," but
most will. In other words, most of these items have a passage that doesn�t
quite make sense. Explanation questions, then, require that you do a little
more work to identify an assumption. The assumption is usually somewhat
counterintuitive�it explains what didn�t quite make sense in the passage.

Paradox questions are almost the same thing. Instead of asking you to
resolve the apparent discrepancy, the question will ask you to identify, or resolve,
the paradox. In questions like this, there will be a discrepancy, but it will be
more blatant than the ones in explanation questions.

Flaw questions are just a type of weaken question. Rather than asking you
to identify the choice that weakens the argument (or shows why the plan won�t
work), the question will ask you to identify the �aw in the argument. Often,
there will be little or no di¤erence in the types of answer choices provided. As
with weaken questions, you�ll identify the conclusion, look for an assumption,
and �nd a choice that causes the argument to fall apart.

Evidence questions are the trickiest of these less-common question types.
They are typically worded something like this:

Which of the following would it be most useful to establish in
order to evaluate the argument?

The answer choices usually start with "Whether." The choices don�t make
assertions (as they do in strengthen and weaken questions), they o¤er points
that may or may not be true. The correct choice will be the one that, depending
on the answer, could either strengthen or weaken the argument. This isn�t the
easiest CR concept to get your head around, and we�ll delve into it further when
we give evidence questions their own chapter.

Before we get into more details of each question type, the next chapter
continues to focus on the general concepts of passages that accompany this
whole range of assumption-based questions.
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8 CR: Patterns in Assumption-Based Questions

The most common pattern in assumption-based Critical Reasoning passages is
one of cause and e¤ect. Such an argument asserts that one thing causes another.
Often these arguments are very convincing; others are counterintuitive and may
have obvious �aws.

Let�s start by looking at a short example. Consider the following argument:

Of the 75 bicyclists who were injured riding their bicycles last
month, 54 of them regularly wear bicycle helmets. Therefore,
wearing a helmet makes it more likely that a bicyclist will be
injured while riding their bicycle.

Does that sound right to you? I�m guessing it doesn�t. As it turns out,
this argument has two common Critical Reasoning �aws. Let�s take them one
at a time, starting with the one I mentioned above, related to causality.

The argument concludes with a statement that suggests that one thing causes
another:

(wearing a helmet) ! (injury)

In more general terms, the argument claims that x causes y. This suggestion
of causality is the assumption made by the argument. To weaken such an
argument, we attack the assumption. After all, we can�t attack the things that
are stated as facts: etiher 54 bicyclists were injured, or they weren�t. So we
focus on what is left unstated.

The �aw here is a common one, and it stems from con�ating "correlation"
with "causation." Simply because two things happen simultaneously (they cor-
relate) doesn�t mean that one causes the other (causation). Sometimes they
do�when it�s raining outside, more people carry umbrellas�they carry umbrellas
because it is raining. But if more people wear purple clothing when it�s raining
outside, odds are that the two things are not related.

In terms of answering a Critical Reasoning question like this one, there are
many ways to attack an argument based on causation. The following are claims
that could weaken such an argument:

x does not cause y
y causes x
z causes both x and y

Consider how each of those claims would be phrased as they relate to the
bicycle example:

"Studies show that bicyclists wearing helmets are less likely to be
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injured in accidents than those who do not wear helmets."
"When a bicyclist is injured, he or she becomes more likely to

regularly wear a helmet in the future."
"Bicyclists who ride more than 100 miles per week are less likely to

wear helmets and more likely to su¤er a bicycle-related injury."

There are surely other ways of representing all three, but those examples are
presented to give you an idea of some of the ways you might attack a causal
argument.

Numbers and Percents

Let�s take another look at the bicyclist example and isolate another possible
�aw in the reasoning:

Of the 75 bicyclists who were injured riding their bicycles last
month, 54 of them regularly wear bicycle helmets. Therefore,
wearing a helmet makes it more likely that a bicyclist will be
injured while riding their bicycle.

The idea that one group is "more likely" to be injured is not quite the same
as saying more people are injured. A phrase like "more likely" really means that
the odds of any one person making a certain choice (like wearing or not wearing
a helmet) and experiencing a certain outcome (getting injured or remaining
unhurt) are higher or lower.

In other words, we care about percents (or probabilities), not numbers. If we
wanted to strengthen this argument, we�d say that an equal number of bicyclists
wear helmets and do not wear helmets. If the number of total bicyclists making
each choice is the same, then the 54 who wear bicycle helmets represent a larger
percent than the 21 who do not.

If we wanted to weaken the argument, we�d also translate the numbers to
percents, but we�d aim for di¤erent percents. If 90% of bicyclists wear helmets
and about 70% of those injured regularly wear helmets, then any given bicyclist
would seem to be less likely to be injured while wearing a helmet. By contrast,
if 10% of bicyclists do not wear helmets, and that group represents 30% of the
injuries, we could conclude something opposite to what the argument claims.

Any time you see absolute numbers in a passage, especially if the question is
an explanation or paradox question, consider the possibility that the numbers
are misleading, and percents would be better.
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Sample Sizes

Many Critical Reasoning passages refer to surveys and studies. Any survey
or study necessarily relies on a sample, and this sample is where you should
focus. Let�s consider another example:

60% of those surveyed in a recent poll said they would vote for
Candidate X in the upcoming election. Therefore, Candidate X
is likely to win the election.

Simple enough, right? We read something like that (albeit with a little
more detail) in the newspapers all the time. However, this is a common trap
on the GMAT. There are many ways such an argument could be weakened:

Only some of those surveyed are likely voters.
The sample of those surveyed is too small.
The sample is large enough, but it is not representative of the

population (perhaps all of those surveyed were small-business
owners, or all were women).

The election is still months away.

This is not quite as general of a pattern as causality and numbers/percents,
but it does appear on a number of GMAT items. When you see it, focus on
the sample.
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9 CR: Types of Inference-Based Questions

Inference-based questions make up a much smaller fraction of Criticial Reason-
ing items than assumption-based questions, and there are correspondingly few
types of questions, as well.

The main type of question is, simply, the inference question. You�re given
a series of statements, and you�re asked for a logical conclusion. In the chapter
on this question type, you�ll see several di¤erent ways in which the GMAT will
ask this question, but identifying them is rarely very di¢ cult.

The other common type of question is what I call the "Fill-In-the-Blank."
Instead of three or four sentences of evidence, followed by a question, the FITB
question adds a half sentence at the end followed by some blank space. Here�s
what it might look like (minus the �rst several sentences):

"Given this state of a¤airs, it seems most likely that ."

The few words that precede the blank will always be very suggestive. This
example is almost indistinguishable from an inference question: you�re looking
for what can logically be deduced from the previous sentences. In other FITB
questions, the the blank will be preceded by the word "because," so you�ll be
providing a bit more evidence that supports the conclusion.

FITB questions don�t test any unique skills�if you can handle the range of
assumption, strengthen, weaken, and inference questions, you�ll be �ne with the
logical aspect of this question type. The only real challenge is that the pre-
sentation is a little di¤erent, and many of the most common practice resources
(such as The O¢ cial Guide) don�t have very many items like this.
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10 CR: Assumption Questions

Finally, it�s time to delve into each individual question type. As you�ve already
seen, assumptions are extremely important in Critical Reasoning, as they un-
derpin a wide variety of questions. As I noted above, about three-quarters of
CR passages are assumption-based.

Despite this, assumption questions are not the most common question type.
They make up approximately 10% of the pool, meaning that you�re likely to see
one or two of them when you take the GMAT.

Assumption questions are rarely di¢ cult to identify. Here are a few examples
of questions that signal an assumption question:

Which of the following is an assumption on which this argument
depends?

The explanation o¤ered above assumes that
Which of the following is an assumption made in drawing the

conclusion above?
John�s argument relies on the assumption that
The conclusion drawn above is based on the assumption that

You get the idea. Once you�ve identi�ed the item as an assumption question,
you know to read the passage, looking for the conclusion, trying to identify
unstated, underlying assumptions, and hunting for subtle shifts in the argument.
Let�s take a look at an example so we can discuss this is more concrete terms.

Most airlines use some form of "tiered pricing," a strategy that
involves selling similar seats for di¤erent prices depending on
factors such as the type of customer and the number of days
between the purchase and the �ight. Generally, business customers
and customers purchasing tickets at the last minute pay more than
average price for a seat. Air Macaria, however, sells all seats for the
same price. Therefore, when traveling routes served by Air Macaria
and an airline that uses tiered pricing, business travelers purchasing
tickets at the last minute save money by �ying Air Macaria.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument
depends?

The conclusion is easy to spot: It�s at the end of the passage, and is signalled
by the word "therefore." Next, identify shifts in the focus of the argument. The
argument features a common type of shift: from one comparison to another.

The background information in this passage compares two things: the price
of an average ticket on an airline that uses tiered pricing, and the price paid
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by business customers and those purchasing tickets at the last minute. Air
Macaria isn�t even mentioned until the second-to-last sentence. The conclusion
compares a di¤erent set of prices: those paid by the business traveler on a
tiered-pricing airline (which is more than the average price on that airline), and
the prices paid on Air Macaria.

The passage doesn�t provide any information to compare the price range of
tickets on Air Macaria to the price range of tickets on any other airline, but
the argument changes focus to include this. This is what I mean by a "scope
shift," or a "subtle shift in focus." If this argument is going to hold up, the
assumption needs to �ll in this gap we�ve identi�ed. You�ll have a chance to
answer this question several chapters from now, but in the meantime, jot down
your prediction as to what the assumption underlying this argument will be.

Assumptions = Jigsaw Puzzles

Notice how, in the preceding example, the argument was missing a connec-
tion. For the argument to make sense, it needed another piece that �t together
the range of prices of a tiered-pricing airline and on Air Macaria. While the
assumption in such a question will not always follow this exact pattern, it will
often follow a more general one.

In almost every assumption-based CR passage, the argument will take a
little bit of a turn midway through. In this case, it goes from talking about
tiered-pricing airlines to Air Macaria. Train yourself to notice that shift. In
this case, the fact that such a shift is present means that the argument has
weaknesses.

A completely valid argument, however, will have no such shifts. The pres-
ence of a shift simply means that a step is missing. In this case, it needs to be
stated that the average price of a ticket on Air Macaria is equal to the average
price of a ticket on the airline that uses tiered-pricing. Then there are more
steps in the argument, but all of the steps logically follow from one another,
closing the loopholes that would allow someone to attack the argument.

As the title of this section suggests, it�s useful to think of arguments as
jigsaw puzzles. The assumption, in this case, is the exact puzzle piece, one side
of which �ts into the evidence supporting the conclusion, and another side of
which �ts into the conclusion. Just like in a real-world jigsaw puzzle, there will
be pieces (assumptions) that don�t �t perfectly, or that might look like they �t
until you try them. Look for that assumption that �ts neatly into each of the
other parts of the argument.

As we�ll see, identifying assumptions is one of the most important skills in the
GMAT Verbal section. Not only do assumptions play a big role in assumption
questions, they factor in strengthen, weaken, explanation, paradox, and evidence
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questions. That list makes up nearly 80% of the Critical Reasoning questions
you�ll encounter on the GMAT.
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11 CR: Assumption: Practice

Note: Answers and explanations to these questions (along with all of the other
questions in the book) make up the �nal chapters of the book. Check the Table
of Contents for exact page numbers.

1. FoodMart, a grocery store in Palmont, o¤ers special discounts
to customers who sign up for a FoodCard. Between 1990 and
1995, the number of FoodMart locations in Palmont increased
from 3 to 16. However, since the number of customers who had
FoodCards was about the same in 1995 as in 1990, the number
of Palmonters taking advantage of special discounts from
FoodMart probably did not increase signi�cantly.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the
argument depends?

(A) Few if any of the additional FoodMart locations that
opened between 1990 and 1995 served customers
who signed up for FoodCards.

(B) In 1995 most Palmonters who lived within 10 miles of
a FoodMart did not have a FoodCard.

(C) O¤ering discount programs such as the FoodCard does
not decrease the pro�t margin of a grocery store.

(D) In 1995 Palmonters who did not have FoodCards usually
chose to shop at grocery stores other than FoodMart
locations.

(E) The discounts o¤ers to FoodCard holders in 1995 were
not the same at all FoodMart locations.
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2. Last year, AutoSafe sold a large number of new automobile
insurance policies and luxury cars were stolen at a particularly
high rate, resulting in a record number of theft-related insurance
claims submitted to AutoSafe. This year, Autosafe will no longer
sell insurance policies to owners of luxury cars. Therefore,
unless Autosafe sells a record number of policies to owners of
non-luxury cars, fewer theft-related claims will be submitted
this year.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the
argument relies?

(A) Each year, luxury cars are stolen at a higher rate than
are non-luxury cars.

(B) Customers who purchased policies last year are no
more likely to have their cars stolen this year than they
were last year.

(C) This year, the theft rate of non-luxury cars will not be
substantially higher than the theft rate of non-luxury
cars last year.

(D) This year, the number of stolen cars recovered by
AutoSafe policyholders will be greater than the
number of stolen cars recovered by policyholders
last year.

(E) The number of automobile thefts that a¤ected AutoSafe
policyholders last year was not nearly as high as the
number of thefts that a¤ected non-policyholders.
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3. To prevent its tenants from relocating their o¢ ces, a building
management company has hired a customer service employee
who monitors tenant satisfaction. When the new employee
determines that a tenant may be considering relocation, the
management company o¤ers the tenant bene�ts, such as
reduced rent, to induce the tenant to stay. Since hiring the new
employee, the management company has cut in half the number
of its tenants who have relocated. The new employee, therefore,
is increasing the management company�s pro�ts by reducing
tenant turnover.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument
depends?

(A) The presence of the new employee increases the
satisfaction of all tenants, not just those who may be
considering relocation.

(B) The costs of the new employee and the bene�ts o¤ered
to induce tenants to stay do not outweigh the �nancial
bene�t of reducing tenant turnover.

(C) The new employee was hired on the recommendation
of a consultant who has consistently increased the pro�ts
of other building management companies.

(D) The new employee was hired before the summer months,
when most companies choose to relocate their o¢ ces.

(E) The cost of refurbishing an empty o¢ ce before seeking a
new tenant outweighs the cost of providing bene�ts that
induce a current tenant to stay.
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12 CR: Strengthen Questions

Strengthen questions are more common that assumption questions, making up
about 15% of the CR item pool. That means most test-takers will see two of
them per exam.

Since strengthen questions are related to assumption questions, the passages
they accompany are very similar to the ones you�ve seen in the assumption
section. In fact, even the answers to strengthen questions are often very similar
to the answers to assumption questions.

Here are some examples of strengthen questions:
Which of the following, if true, is further evidence that [doing x]

will help [y] achieve their goal?
Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest support

for [x�s] contention?
Which of the following, if true, most strongly support�s the

researchers�hypothesis?

Let�s turn back to the Air Macaria example presented in the previous chap-
ter:

Most airlines use some form of "tiered pricing," a strategy that
involves selling similar seats for di¤erent prices depending on
factors such as the type of customer and the number of days
between the purchase and the �ight. Generally, business customers
and customers purchasing tickets at the last minute pay more than
average price for a seat. Air Macaria, however, sells all seats for the
same price. Therefore, when traveling routes served by Air Macaria
and an airline that uses tiered pricing, business travelers purchasing
tickets at the last minute save money by �ying Air Macaria.

A chapter ago, we identi�ed that the passage assumes that the average price
of tickets on Air Macaria is equal to the average price of tickets on the competing
airline. To strengthen this, or any, argument, we a¢ rm the assumption. In
other words, we move the assumption from the realm of the unstated to the
realm of the concrete. Once the assumption is stated, it makes the argument
more valid.

Plans and Proposals

Some strengthen questions ask you to identify a choice that makes a plan
or proposal more likely to succeed. These are very similar to other strengthen
questions, but the argument isn�t quite as thoroughly stated. Consider a plan
described like this:
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The Mayor of City X is concerned about the increasing amount of litter
on City X sidewalks. To address the problem, he has proposed that
anyone caught littering be levied a $50 �ne.

The question might be phrased as follows:
Which of the following, if true, would increase the likelihood that

the Mayor�s proposal will have the desired e¤ect?

Essentially, the conclusion of the passage is shifted into the question. A
proposal isn�t a conclusion, but it does imply one. Here�s how you can rephrase
that passage and question to make it look more like other types of strengthen
questions:

The Mayor of City X is concerned about the increasing amount of litter
on City X sidewalks. To address the problem, he has proposed that
anyone caught littering be levied a $50 �ne. The proposal is likely
to have the desired e¤ect.
Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the
argument above?

See the di¤erence? Now the conclusion is explicitly included in the passage.
After you handle a few plans and proposals, you may not need to go through
that step to understand the argument. But as you get started, it�s a good way
to make all of these passages and questions follow a similar structure.

Except Questions

You may have noticed that a large number of Critical Reasoning questions
use the phrase "which of the following." If you haven�t already, you�ll probably
start to ignore that phrase, as it appears so often. There is one variation worth
discussing, however.

A handful of questions don�t look for the one correct answer, they ask you
to �nd the one wrong answer. These questions are worded like this:

Each of the following, if true, strengthens the prospects that the
plan will succeed EXCEPT:

Aside from the fact that instead of one answer that strengthens the ar-
gument, you�ll see four, you can analyze the passage and choices the same
way. The four "correct" choices will all be similar to correct answers on other
strengthen questions�they will a¢ rm one of the passage�s underlying assump-
tions.

There is one trap to be aware of on this sort of question. Because strengthen
and weaken are opposites, it may be tempting to look for the one choice that
weakens the argument. After all, if a choice weakens the argument, it doesn�t
strengthen the argument, and it must be correct! However, there are plenty of
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answer choices that don�t strengthen OR weaken the argument. On "except"
questions, the correct answer will probably not be the opposite of strengthen,
it will probably have no e¤ect. In other words, no choices will weaken the
argument.

You�ll occasionally see the "except" phrasing on weaken and other types of
assumption-based questions, but it most commonly arises on strengthen ques-
tions.

33
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



13. CR: STRENGTHEN: PRACTICE

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

13 CR: Strengthen: Practice

11. When a laptop computer needs maintenance, it is often
shipped to a central location for service, then shipped back
when the service is complete. In order to reduce the risk of
additional problems caused by jostling in transit, MP Tech has
hired part-time technicians to provide maintenance service on
MP Tech laptops in cities across the country. Providing local
technicians costs MP Tech approximately the same amount as
paying for shipping as well as employing a large centralized sta¤.

Which of the following, if true, is further evidence that using local
technicians will help MP Tech achieve its goal?

(A) Moving maintenance services away from a centralized
location makes it less economical to provide phone
support.

(B) Customers who take their laptop computers to local
technicians pack their computers extremely carefully to
avoid causing further problems in transit.

(C) MP Tech laptop computers are unique, so their technicians
require special training.

(D) Purchasers of MP Tech laptop computers tend to use their
machines more than average, and they require more
frequent service than purchasers of other computer brands.

(E) Many of the local technicians MP Tech has hired have
experience working as technicians at MP Tech�s
centralized location.
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12. The government of Defastena is planning to introduce additional
income taxes on corporations with 500 or more employees. Large
corporations in Defastena have complained that the additional
taxes will provide a disincentive for companies to grow, and thus
limit the number of jobs available to Defastena residents.
Nevertheless, the government contends that the taxes will
ultimately result in more jobs for Defastena residents.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest support for
the government�s contention?

(A) The government will spend the revenue from the tax to
subsidize small companies, which hire new employees
at a faster rate than do large companies in Defastena.

(B) Most of the corporations in Defastena that have more
than 500 employees have at least 1,000 employees.

(C) The additional taxes will have no have e¤ect on education
and job-training programs that the Defastena government
currently o¤ers with the goal of reducing unemployment.

(D) The tax rate on large corporations will be set at a level
such that corporations with 500 or more employees will
be unlikely to lay o¤ employees so that they are not
subject to the taxes.

(E) Compared to the seven countries that share a border with
it, Defastena already has the highest corporate tax rate,
yet it has one of the lowest unemployment rates.
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13. Although the pesticides used in nearby �elds are the primary
cause of pollution in the Ellenville River, researchers believe that
increased automobile tra¢ c in the immediate vicinity is a
contributing cause, since nearly all water samples taken from the
river show signs of contamination from vehicular emissions. Such
emissions are not typically considered a major source of water
pollution, but researchers hypothesize that vehicular emissions
are the source of more pollution in the Ellenville River than are
pesticides.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the
researchers�hypothesis?

(A) Research has shown that there is more pollution from
vehicular emissions in the Ellenville River than in any
other river within a 500 miles radius.

(B) The water �ltration system that produces drinking water
for Ellenville is speci�cally designed to protect against
the pesticides used in nearby �elds.

(C) Water samples from the Ellenville River taken �fty years
ago show evidence of pollution from vehicular emissions.

(D) In laboratories without the most sophisticated diagnostic
tools, it is di¢ cult to di¤erentiate between types of water
pollutants.

(E) The diseases caused by the di¤erent forms of water
pollution cause di¤erent health problems, and the illnesses
caused by vehicular emissions are much more prevalent
in Ellenville than are those caused by pesticides.
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14. In the past year the National Broadcasting Network (NBN) has
lost nearly 30 percent of its advertising revenue. Most of the
advertisers who ended their association with NBN did so in the
month following the network�s broadcast of a controversial
political program. Industry analysts believe that the controversial
program led to NBN�s loss of so much revenue.

Each of the following, if true, provides additional support for
the analysts�belief EXCEPT:

(A) Many of the advertisers that left NBN have strong political
positions and prefer not to �nancially support those who
disagree with them.

(B) Another network that broadcast the controversial program
experienced a similar drop in advertising revenue.

(C) Most of the drop in advertising revenue resulted from
advertisers cutting down their number of advertisements,
not ceasing to advertise completely.

(D) Many of the advertisers who left NBN also advertise on
competing networks, and these other networks did not
experience drops in advertising revenue when NBN did.

(E) The month following the broadcast of the controversial
program is typically one in which networks experience
an increase in advertising revenue.
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14 CR: Weaken Questions

Weaken questions are the backbone of the GMAT Critical Reasoning section.
Of the 13 CR questions you�re likely to see when you take the GMAT, as many as
�ve of them could be weaken questions. They are more than twice as common as
any other individual question type, and more common than all inference-based
questions combined.

Thankfully, you�ve already done most of the work in developing an approach
to weaken questions. Weaken items, like strengthen items, are closely related
to assumption questions, and the passages they refer to are indistinguishable.
Here are some sample weaken items:

Which of the following, if true, most threatens the plan�s likelihood
of success?

Which of the following, if true, could present the most serious
disadvantage for [x] in [doing y]?

Which of the following, if true, would most undermine [x�s]
conclusion?

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the
argument?

The argument is vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that it
gives reason to believe that it is likely that

After you�ve worked on assumption and strengthen questions, the strategy
for weaken questions is relatively simple. Instead of stating the assumption
(as in an assumption question) or a¢ rming it (in a strengthen question), the
object of a weaken question is to contradict it. For instance, in the Air Macaria
example discussed in the previous two chapters, a weaken choice could say, "The
average ticket price on Air Macaria is higher than rates charged to business and
last-minute travelers on airlines that used tiered pricing." That may not be
the only possible answer that would weaken the argument, but it�s the one that
addresses the assumption we�ve been focusing on.

Note again, that we�re focusing on the assumption�the unstated, but neces-
sary, part of the argument. The correct answer won�t contradict the evidence
or conclusion: it doesn�t make sense to say something directly opposite of what
the passage already states. Instead, focus on what the argument assumes.

Strengthen/Weaken Questions

Just when you think you�ve seen it all, the GMAT will hand you something
like this:

Which of the following, if true, would support one of the two
hypotheses and undermine the other?
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In other words, the passage has two conclusions (believe it or not, I�ve seen
a practice question with three!), and the correct answer will strengthen one and
weaken the other. Making matters even more complicated, you don�t know
which conclusion will be strengthened and which weakened.

There�s no easy way to handle a question like this. I mostly include it here
so that you won�t be surprised if you encounter one on the exam. Unlike most
Critical Reasoning items, it might be best to start with the answer choices,
rather than working on assumptions, strengtheners, and weakeners for both of
the conclusions. The skills you use are the same as what we�ve been discussing
for three chapters now, but you have to deploy them much more thoroughly.

Flaw Questions

Flaw questions are more common than strengthen/weaken questions, but
not by much. They make up less than 2% of CR questions, meaning there�s
about a one in �ve chance you�ll encounter one on your exam. Here�s a sample
question:

Which of the following, if true, would point to a possible �aw
in [x�s] plan?

In terms of strategy, treat a �aw question as a weaken question. If you
looked hard enough, you could �nd some subtle di¤erences between �aw answer
choices and weaken answer choices, but given the rarity of this question type,
it isn�t worth it. If you approach it as a weaken question, you should be able
to handle the challenges it presents.
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15 CR: Weaken: Practice

21. Carnigan International Airport was once the busiest airport in the
region, but two major airlines have relocated to nearby airports,
reducing the number of �ights in and out of Carnigan by more than
half. The gates at Carnigan were built more than thirty years ago
and cannot accommodate the largest modern aircraft. In an e¤ort
to bring in more business, Carnigan o¢ cials plan to build dozens
of gates to accommodate modern aircraft and o¤er reduced-rate
leases to airlines willing to make long-term commitments.

Which of the following, if true, most threatens the plan�s likelihood
of success?

(A) Most of the airlines operating out of nearby airports
have long-term leases on gates at the other airports.

(B) The existing gates at Carnigan rent at rates that are, on
average, much lower than the proposed rates for the
new gates to be built there.

(C) Because of highway congestion and changing
development patterns that make Carnigan inconvenient
to access, airline customers prefer to depart from other
airports.

(D) Of the 18 airlines that serve Carnigan or nearby airports,
none serve more than one airport in the area.

(E) If the proposed addition is completed, Carnigan will be
the largest airport, as measured both by gates and
square footage, in the region.
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22. Situation: Geologic evidence strongly suggests that at some
point in the next decade, the La Maria volcano will erupt. News
of the potential eruption is likely to cause tourists to stay away
from destinations in La Maria County.

Goal: The La Maria Chamber of Commerce wishes to maintain
the present high rate of tourism in La Maria County.

Proposal for consideration: Develop an advertising campaign
that emphasizes the safety of La Maria destinations in the case
of a volcano eruption.

In light of the situation, which of the following, if true, most
strongly argues that adopting the proposal would be an
ine¤ective way of achieving the goal?

(A) Tourists who visit La Maria County rate safety as one
of their top priorities in choosing a vacation destination.

(B) All over the world, there are active volcanoes near
areas whose economies depend on tourism.

(C) Very few visitors to La Maria County participate in
volcano-related activities such as camping and hiking.

(D) Most potential vacationers to La Maria County are not
aware that the volcano is active, and would discover that
it is through advertisements that emphasize the area�s
safety.

(E) Compared to tourist destinations that are not near active
volcanoes, La Maria County is an inexpensive place for
a family to vacation.
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23. At present Satellex Radio provides only music stations. However,
many Satellex subscribers listen to talk radio stations as well, and
they would prefer that Satellex o¤ered talk radio as well. Moreover,
subscribers to radio services that provide talk radio usually
subscribe for longer periods of time than those who subscribe to
music-only services. Therefore, if Satellex added talk radio stations,
its pro�ts would increase.

The argument is vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that it gives
reason to believe that it is likely that

(A) Satellex�s large subscriber base would appeal to talk radio
hosts, making it easy for Satellex to hire quality talent for
its talk radio stations.

(B) most talk radio hosts broadcast on advertiser-supported
radio stations that listeners can access without paying a
subscription fee.

(C) Satellex�s costs would rise by adding several talk-radio
stations, while many of the listeners who want talk radio
are already Satellex subscribers.

(D) talk radio listeners generally spend more time on a single
radio station than do listeners to music radio.

(E) if Satellex added talk radio stations, many of Satellex�s
music radio hosts would switch to talk-radio stations,
making the music stations less appealing.
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24. At a start-up company, hiring is often done by the company�s
founder. Since founders are often experts in �elds far removed
from the expertise they are looking for in employees, hiring
decisions in early-stage start-ups can result in poor matches
between the company and the employee. Enough poor matches
can make it nearly impossible for such a company to succeed
in the marketplace.

Which of the following, if true, points to the most serious �aw of
a start-up founder�s plan to outsource hiring to a �rm that
specializes in matching employees and early-stage start-up
companies?

(A) It is not well understood why founders often make poor
choices when selecting new employees for their
companies.

(B) If a founder is successful in hiring an employee that is a
good match for his company, he or she will not necessarily
be successful the next time a new employee must be hired.

(C) While founders tend to make decisions quickly, �rms that
handle hiring decisions for start-up companies interview
more candidates and take longer to select an employee.

(D) Firms that handle hiring decisions for start-ups rarely use
interviewers who have the expertise that a start-up
company is looking for in a given employee.

(E) The average starting salary paid to employees selected
by outside �rms is considerably higher than the average
starting salary paid to employees hired directly by a
start-up�s founder.
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16 CR: Explanation and Paradox Questions

As we continue our tour of assumption-based questions, we now turn to expla-
nation and paradox questions, both of which could be considered variations of
the strengthen question. Between them, these two question types make up
about 10% of the CR question pool, and most of that 10% is represented by
explanation questions. Paradox questions are about as rare as �aw questions.

The only di¤erence between explanation/paradox questions and strengthen
questions (besides the wording of the question itself) is the apparent logic of
the passage. The passages for assumption, strengthen, and weaken questions
usually appear sensible. You might spot a problem here and there, but those
questions are often di¢ cult because the argument doesn�t seem to need your
help. In explanation and paradox questions, there is usually an inconsistency
(at least an apparent inconsistency) or an unexpected result.

Here are a couple of sample questions of this type:
Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the apparent

discrepancy?
Which of the following, if true, would best help explain how [x]

might produce [y]?

To best approach these questions, don�t look at the answer choices until you
understand what it is you are trying to explain. If you�re not con�dent about
what constitutes the "apparent discrepancy" or "unexpected e¤ect," re-read the
passage looking for it. The correct answer will address that discrepancy very
speci�cally.

Essentially, the answer choice that explains the apparent discrepancy strength-
ens the argument. If a paradox is resolved, there is no longer a discrepancy,
so the argument appears to be more valid. To get a better idea of what these
questions entail, turn to the practice questions in the next section.
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17 CR: Explanation/Paradox: Practice

31. In Manila, Phillipines, one of the largest shopping malls in the
world, the recently-opened SM Mall of Asia, is threatening the
viability of other �super-malls�in Manila, but its appearance has
had a positive e¤ect on many small businesses in the area. The
SM Mall o f Asia has few of the same attractions as other Manila
super-malls, but it has become of the largest tourist destinations
in the Phillipines.

Which of the following contributes most to an explanation of the
di¤erence between the SM Mall of Asia�s e¤ect on other super-
malls and small businesses?

(A) Tourists often visit the Phillipines because of the wide
variety of shopping opportunities.

(B) The locations of super-malls, including the SM Mall of
Asia, are carefully chosen to limit competition between
super-malls.

(C) The SM Mall of Asia is home to the only Olympic-sized
ice skating rink in the Phillipines.

(D) The opening of a new super-mall has increased the
number of weekend tourists visiting Manila, and these
tourists typically visit only one super-mall.

(E) The success of a super-mall is often dependent on the
major retailers chosen as �anchor stores,�and the SM
Mall of Asia has more anchor stores than other Manila
super-malls.
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32. At Allied Consulting, an employee receives a raise at the end
of her �rst year with the company if she has reached a certain
sales target and has received satisfactory reviews from two
managers. Even though being assigned to a rural region makes
the sales target more di¢ cult to reach, a higher percent of �rst-
year employees assigned to such regions receive raises than
�rst-year employees assigned to non-rural regions.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the apparent
discrepancy?

(A) Managers are aware of the challenges involved in
reaching sales targets in rural regions, and are more
likely to give satisfactory reviews to �rst-year employees
assigned to such regions.

(B) The average �rst-year employee at Allied Consulting
reaches higher sales �gures than the average �rst-year
employee at Allied�s competition.

(C) Once an employee has stayed with the company for six
months, she typically has more contacts in the industry,
making it easier for her to reach her sales target.

(D) Managers at Allied Consulting give satisfactory reviews
to the majority of �rst-year employees.

(E) Employees assigned to rural regions typically make more
sales per customer than employees assigned to non-rural
regions.
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33. A study separated all of the Saradian �rms in a certain industry
into two groups. The �rst group consisted of �rms that have the
largest proportion of clients outside of Saradia, and the second
consists of those with the smallest proportion of such clients.
The �rst group showed a much larger increase in sales over the
�ve-year span in which in the �rms were studied. The e¤ect was
attributed to the weakness of the Sarade, the currency of Saradia.

Which of the following, if true, would best help explain how the
weakness of the Sarade might result in the observed e¤ect?

(A) Each year in the �ve-year span, the Sarade got weaker
relative to the Euro.

(B) When a country�s currency is weak, goods sold by �rms
in that country are relatively inexpensive to customers
who reside in countries with stronger currencies.

(C) The weakness of the Sarade caused Saradia�s national
bank to raise interest rates, making it more expensive
for Saradian �rms to raise money to fund expansion.

(D) The Sarade is the main currency of the region, so
�uctuations in exchange rates a¤ect several neighboring
countries in addition to Saradia.

(E) The �rms involved in the study were not noti�ed that the
study was taking place until after the �ve-year span was
complete.
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34. In Country Y, universities have produced so few graduates with
degrees in �nance that many �rms have struggled to attract
quali�ed candidates. SimInc, a company in need of employees
with �nance training, opted instead to hire recent graduates with
degrees in other �elds and then design a fully-paid, one-year
training program for their new hires in order to provide them the
necessary �nance education.

SimInc�s strategy will require a substantial initial investment, but
will ultimately save the company money. Which of the following,
if true, is the best basis for an explanation of how this could
be so?

(A) The shortage of quali�ed employees has made it more
expensive to hire graduates with �nance degrees than
to provide a year of training to graduates in other �elds.

(B) Companies that hire graduates with degrees in
mathematics and physics are also �nding that the number
of quali�ed candidates has decreased substantially.

(C) The �rst year that SimInc�s strategy was in e¤ect, the
company�s average productivity per employee was
nearly 10 percent lower than it had been the previous
year.

(D) Firms that are not as well capitalized as SimInc would
not have the ability to undertake a strategy such as
SimInc�s.

(E) To ensure that their competition would not take advantage
of their training program, SimInc required that new hires
commit to a �ve-year contract with the company in
addition to signing an agreement by which they would
not work in the industry for two years after that.
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18 CR: Evidence Questions

Evidence questions are the �nal assumption-based question type, and they aren�t
very common. About 5% of CR questions are of this type, meaning that you
won�t see more than one on your exam, and you might not see any.

In strengthen and weaken questions, you look for a choice that has a speci�c
e¤ect on the argument. An evidence question is similar, only the answer choices
don�t make any claims. Instead of presenting additional points that might
support or undermine the argument, the answer choices in an evidence question
suggest things that might or might not be true, and which would�if true or
false�have an e¤ect on the argument.

Here�s a sample evidence question:
Which of the following would it be most useful to establish in

order to evaluate the argument?

Answer choices typically begin with the word "whether," indicating the non-
committal nature of these choices. To return once more to the Air Macaria
example, here�s what an answer choice might look like if the Air Macaria passage
were coupled with an evidence question like the example given here:

Whether the average price of a ticket on Air Macaria is the same
as the average price of a ticket on a competing airline

Note that the answer choice doesn�t say that the average price is the same
(or greater or lower), just that this is something that would be useful to know.
To relate this more closely to strengthen and weaken questions, note that an
answer choice beginning in "whether" could result in two di¤erent �ndings:

The average price of a ticket on Air Macaria is the same as the
average price of a ticket on a competing airline.

The average price of a ticket on Air Macaria is not the same as
(or "is higher than," or "is lower than") the average price of a
ticket on a competing airline.

The �rst �nding would strengthen the argument, while the second would
weaken it. That�s a sign you�ve found the correct choice. If the possible
�ndings suggested by an evidence answer choice do not strengthen or weaken
the argument, the choice isn�t su¢ ciently relevant to the argument.
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19 CR: Evidence: Practice

41. Over the last �ve years, demand for introductory-level philosophy
courses at Inagua College has increased signi�cantly, as has the
number of students across the country who choose to major in
philosophy. These trends are projected to continue for the next
several years. In response, Inagua College is considering a plan
to stop hiring professors in other �elds and hire only philosophy
professors in order to attract more students to the college.

Which of the following would it be most useful for Inagua College
to know in evaluating the plan it is considering?

(A) Whether the number of philosophers awarded doctorates
is expected to grow in the next several years

(B) Whether availability of philosophy courses has an e¤ect
on potential students�decisions regarding where they will
attend college

(C) Whether demand for post-secondary education in Inagua
is likely to increase in the near future

(D) Whether the increased demand for philosophy courses,
if met, is likely to lead to an increase in the demand for
courses in related �elds, such as logic

(E) Whether, on average, newly-hired philosophy professors
are as highly-rated by students as the professors currently
teaching philosophy classes at Inagua College
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42. Regulations in Guravia dictate that commercial aircraft are
subject to government inspection and maintenance at least
once per week. A proposed law would allow airlines to opt out
of the required inspection and maintenance. Opponents object
that the airlines may attempt to cut costs and perform inadequate
safety procedures. But since airlines are accountable to their
customers, and air travelers consistently rate safety their �rst
priority in choosing an airline, airlines would follow safety
procedures at least as thorough as those currently undertaken
by government inspectors and maintenance workers.

Which of the following would it be most useful to establish in order
to evaluate the argument?

(A) Whether shifting the safety procedures to the airlines
themselves would reduce the cost and time required for
su¢ cient inspection and maintenance

(B) Whether safety regulations in other countries grant airlines
more responsibility in keeping their aircraft at or above a
certain standard of airworthiness

(C) Whether government inspectors and maintenance workers
would be hired by the airlines to perform tasks similar to
their current assignments

(D) Whether airlines that are not known for their safety records
would su¤er �nancially as a result of the proposed law

(E) Whether airline customers would have a way to determine
which airlines followed safety procedures at or above the
standard established by government inspectors and
maintenance workers
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20 CR: Inference Questions

Finally, we shift gears from assumption-based questions to inference-based ques-
tions. There aren�t as many inference-related items, but we�re still looking at
20-25% of Critical Reasoning, so it deserves a good portion of your time. Infer-
ence questions, speci�cally, make up about 10% of the question pool, so you�ll
probably see one of them on test day.

Note, also, that inference skills are relevant to Reading Comprehension, as
well. More than one quarter of RC questions are inference-based. There are
some di¤erences between CR and RC inference questions, but you don�t need to
worry about that now. I�ll discuss how the two question types compare when
we get to the Reading Comprehension section of the book.

One de�ntion of inference is, "A position arrived at by reasoning from
premises." That�s a reasonable summary of what you�re doing on a CR in-
ference question. Unlike assumption-based questions, in which the passage
includes evidence and a conclusion, the passages of inference-based questions
may not have a conclusion. Instead, you should treat them as a block of evi-
dence or, in terms of that de�nition, a series of premises. The correct answer
will be the most logical conclusion drawn from them.

Here are a few examples of inference questions:
If the statements above are true, which of the following is most

strongly supported by them?
Which of the following hypotheses is best supported by the

statements given?
Which of the following conclusions can properly be drawn from

the information above?
Which of the following can properly be inferred regarding [x]?
[x�s] argument is structured to lead to which of the following as a

conclusion?

There are many ways inference questions can be phrased, but the idea behind
them is always the same.

The most important concept in inference questions is that of scope. In a
three-sentence passage, you get very little information. Some of the details
might �t together, and others might appear irrelevant. The correct answer
will follow from the limited information you�re given, but it won�t rely on any
other information. More wrong answer choices in inference questions are wrong
because they are o¤-topic than any other reason.

Similarly, note the tone of a typical inference question. (The examples in
the following section will give you a good idea of this.) Passages rarely use
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strong language, such as "all," "never," or "every.": If the evidence uses a
measured, academic tone with no absolutes, the logical conclusion (that is, the
correct answer) will also steer clear of absolutes. For this reason, the "safe"
choice is often the right one. If an answer choice seems so innocuous that it
couldn�t possibly be false, you may have found your answer.
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21 CR: Inference: Practice

51. Frobnia�s economy relies on two major industries. The oil �elds
in south Frobnia allow the country to export petroleum and the
natural landmarks in the north attract hundreds of thousands of
tourists each year. Tourism employs more than one-third of
working Frobnians, and the oil �elds employ less than half as
many. However, about half of the population of Frobnia lives in
the south.

The information given, if accurate, most strongly supports which
of the following?

(A) To remain fully sta¤ed, tourism-related companies in
Frobnia must recruit in the south.

(B) Most of the people in Frobnia who are not employed
live in the south.

(C) Many employed Frobnians in the south work for
petroleum-related companies apart from the oil �elds,
such as re�neries.

(D) A higher proportion of Frobnians working in the north
work in one of Frobnia�s two major industries than the
proportion of Frobnians in the south who do.

(E) Frobnia�s oil �elds are not a major tourist attraction, but
a small number of visitors include the oil �elds as part
of their travel.
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52. Among �rms that transport their goods via truck, some hire
drivers directly, whereas others contract transportation to outside
�rms. Firms that transport food items are twice as likely as other
�rms to hire drivers directly. Firms that transport perishable food
items , which must be delivered in a timely manner, are more than
�ve times more likely than other �rms to hire drivers directly, while
�rms that transport non-perishable food items are only slightly
more likely than other �rms to do so.

The information above provides the most support for which of the
following hypotheses?

(A) A �rm�s decision to hire drivers directly depends in part on
whether goods must be delivered in a timely manner.

(B) It is usually more expensive to hire drivers directly than to
contract transportation to outside �rms.

(C) Firms that hire drivers directly are unlikely to do business
with �rms that contract transportation to outside �rms.

(D) Firms that provide truck transportation usually carry non-
food items.

(E) Between one-�fth and one-half of �rms that transport their
goods via truck contract transportation to outside �rms.
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53. Until recently, the scholarly consensus was that few marine
species are approaching extinction. Closer examination of marine
species near the island of Tasmania, however, revealed many
factors, such as climate change and �shing, that may be
contributing to the extinction of species thought to be safe. The
rate of extinction of marine species may be just as high as that
of non-marine species, but the lack of systematic sampling has
disguised the trend.

Which of the following is most strongly supported by the statements
given?

(A) There are many marine species near Tasmania that are
nearing extinction.

(B) Scholars who analyze the possible extinction of non-
marine species rely on systematic sampling to determine
which species are endangered.

(C) If systematic sampling were a more common practice in
marine environments, there would likely be more evidence
supporting the hypothesis that many marine species are
approaching extinction.

(D) The threat to marine species near Tasmania is more
severe than the threat to marine species whose habitats
are elsewhere.

(E) If the rate of climate change were arrested and �shing were
curtailed, the rate of extinction of marine species would
fall to a level far below that of non-marine species.
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22 CR: Fill-In-the-Blank Questions

Fill-In-the-Blank questions (FITBs) are often inference questions, just presented
in a di¤erent way. Sometimes they are more similar to assumption-based ques-
tions, looking for a piece of evidence instead of a logical conclusion. About 5%
of CR questions are Fill-In-the-Blanks, so you may see one�but probably not
more�on your exam.

As you might guess from the name, these questions have blanks (underlined
blocks) in the passage, and your task is to �nd the answer that most properly
�lls that blank. The blank is always at the end of the passage, and there is
always a key word or two right before the blank that signals what kind of answer
you�re looking for. We can classify FITB questions into two categories:

Inference FITBs

Some FITBs give you key words that signal that a conclusion is coming right
before the blank. For instance:

Because of this trend, it is likely that .
The researchers��ndings suggest that it is reasonable to

conclude that .

There is little di¤erence between inference FITBs and inference questions.
The only distinction is that the conclusion is grammatically built into the pas-
sage instead of separated as a free-standing sentence.

Evidence/Assumption FITBs

Other FITBs, like most of the examples you�ll see in the following section, use
key words that suggest the passage will conclude with a �nal piece of evidence.
Here are some examples of concluding sentences:

The plan is likely to succeed because .
The scientists consider the technique worthy of further study,

since .

The words "because" and "since" signal that what follows will support the
preceding phrase, which is usually a conclusion. If you�ve read through the
Critical Reasoning section in order, you�ve already been exposed to some of the
techniques you need to handle these questions. If you can identify an unstated
assumption in the passage, that might be what should �ll in the blank. You
may have to look at the answer choices and consider each one, but the logical
relationships of evidence and conclusion are the same for a FITB as they are
for the whole range of CR assumption-based questions.
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23 CR: Fill-In-the-Blank: Practice

61. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

A common approach to algae cultivation involves covering a
pond with a greenhouse, instead of leaving the pond uncovered.
Because there is a practical limit on the size of a greenhouse, this
method limits the extent of the algae-growing system. Nevertheless,
covering the pond results in a much higher algae yield because

.

(A) the greenhouse prevents contamination from invasive
bacteria, which can destroy entire species of algae.

(B) the greenhouse changes the quality of sunlight that reaches
the algae, causing more frequent genetic mutations.

(C) leaving the pond uncovered is an acceptable solution
depending on the species of algae being cultivated.

(D) covered ponds better mimic the arti�cial environment of
a photobioreactor, which is the most e¤ective tool to
preserve certain threatened types of algae.

(E) the limited available space makes it more likely that only
one species will be cultivated in a given pond.

62. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

Both silvicultural clearcutting and commercial clearcutting involve
removing a high percentage of trees from a forested area.
Silvicultural clearcutting involves removing nearly every tree from
the area in order to create an environment suitable for a species
to regenerate after the trees are removed. However, commercial
clearcutting is usually not as extensive, because .

(A) removing all the trees from an area does not always create
an environment in which a species can regenerate.

(B) other forested areas are subject to the silvicultural method,
ensuring that species will regenerate in other locations.

(C) commercial clearcutting typically takes place in much larger
areas, and is more common in developing countries.

(D) forested areas that are commercially clearcut are not home
to species that are as environmentally important as those
in areas that are silviculturally clearcut.

(E) the goal of commercial clearcutting is to remove only
commercially valuable trees, and not every tree �ts that
description.
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63. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

For the past several years, cellular phone service has not been
available in Volsinia, despite service being available in
neighboring Rolisica. Recently two companies, Cyberdyne and
Noratech, have each established the infrastructure necessary to
provide cellular service to Volsinia residents. Although the services
o¤ered by the companies are similarly priced and are equally easy
to use, Cyberdyne�s product is likely to dominate the market,
because .

(A) Cyberdyne has a much larger share of the international
cellular service market than Noratech does.

(B) the number of Volsinia residents who will purchase
cellular service is likely to double over the next few years.

(C) Noratech�s infrastructure is better designed to
accommodate population growth in Volsinia.

(D) both Cyberdyne and Noratech sell mobile phones in
addition to cellular service.

(E) Cyberdyne is the only cellular service provider with a
substantial presence in Rolisica, and many Volsinia
residents frequently travel between the two countries.
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24 CR: Boldface Questions

There�s no Critical Reasoning question type that inspires the same kind of fear
that this one does. For whatever reason, many test-takers think that boldface
Critical Reasoning questions are their worst enemy.

Part of the problem is a lack of familiarity. There are very few boldface
CR questions in the common practice materials. In part, that should cause you
to worry less�if there aren�t very many in the practice materials, such as the
O¢ cial Guide, there aren�t going to be very many on the test. It would be an
extremely rare GMAT exam in which you saw more than two of these, and on
average, you probably won�t see more than one. They make up less than 5%
of the question pool, so you�re not even guaranteed to see one of them.

These questions don�t �t neatly into the categories of assumption-based or
inference-based items. Instead of �nding an assumption or evidence, you are
asked to analyze the argument at a di¤erent level. As you�ll see in the Reading
Comprehension section of the book, they are somewhat related to RC structure-
based questions.

Let�s look at an example:

Plant scientists have used genetic engineering on seeds to produce
crop plants that are highly resistant to insect damage. Unfortunately,
the seeds themselves are quite expensive, and the plants
require more fertilizer and water to grow well than normal
ones. Thus, for most farmers the savings on pesticides would not
compensate for the higher seed costs and the cost of additional
fertilizer. However, since consumer demand for grains, fruits,
and vegetables grown without the use of pesticides continues
to rise, the use of genetically engineered seeds of this kind is
likely to become widespread.

In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the
following roles?

The wording of the question is usually very similar to this, though it�s pos-
sible you�ll encounter something a little di¤erent, along the lines of, "The �rst
boldface statement has what relationship to the second boldface statement?"

It may be tempting to take a shortcut, but don�t just read the bold. The
other sentences are just as important as the boldface ones. In this example,
the conclusion is is the sentence between the two boldface statements. If you
just read the two bolded statements and look for the relationship between them,
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you�ll never �gure this question out. In a sense, the bold font is actively dis-
tracting you.

In almost any GMAT CR argument, the conclusion is the most important
sentence. Everything else centers around that. You certainly can�t identify
something like the assumption, or a piece of evidence, without knowing what
the conclusion is.
So, take apart the passage as if you didn�t have the answer choices in front

of you. (You�ll want to do the same on the test.) Identify the conclusion. In
this case it�s not bolded, but it might be on another example. Then analyze
how the bolded statements relate to the conclusion. In our example, the �rst
bold statement is a piece of evidence supporting the conclusion, and the second
is a piece of evidence seems to contradict the conclusion.

Answer Choices

Each answer choice in a boldface question will o¤er a characterization of
each boldface statement. Here�s a sample answer choice:

The �rst and the second are both evidence o¤ered by the
argument as support for its main conclusion.

You�ll also see statements characterized as some of the following:
initial conclusion
revised conclusion
assumption
a development the argument seeks to explain
a problem
a judgment

The list could go on and on. As I noted above, these are similar to Reading
Comprehension structure questions, and once you�ve read my chapter on that
question type, you may �nd you have an even better grasp of the possibilities
in boldface questions. Certainly, RC will give you lots of practice reading for
structure, which is what this question type is testing.
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25 CR: Boldface: Practice

71. In the past �ve years, Peak Production�s pro�ts from recorded
music sales has steadily declined. Peak cannot increase the
number of recordings it releases, so it cannot increase
revenue that way. Therefore, Peak has decided to drastically cut
back on the number of recordings it releases. It will save on costs
by only releasing recordings by its most popular artists. Thus,
because the most popular artists bring in the most
revenue on a per-recording basis, Peak�s plan is
likely to increase its annual pro�ts.
In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which
of the following roles?

(A) The �rst and the second are both evidence o¤ered by
the argument as support for its main conclusion.

(B) The �rst presents a problem a response to which the
argument assesses; the second is the judgment
reached by that assessment.

(C) The �rst is the position the argument seeks to
establish; the second is a judgment the argument
uses to support that position.

(D) The �rst is a development that the argument seeks to
explain; the second is a prediction the argument makes
in support of the explanation it o¤ers.

(E) The �rst presents a development whose likely outcome is
at issue in the argument; the second is a judgment the
argument uses in support of its conclusion about that
outcome.
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72. A cancer drug that shows positive results in early laboratory tests
can generate a great deal of interest from cancer patients.
Because of this interest, and the desire to make a pro�t
early in the development cycle, many pharmaceutical
companies rush the new drug to market as quickly as
possible. But positive early results are often misleading,
meaning that the e¤ort to bring the drug to market was largely
wasted. Consequently, the strategy to maximize long-
term pro�t from a new cancer drug is to bring the drug
to market only after its positive e¤ects are more
thoroughly tested and established.
In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which
of the following roles?

(A) The �rst is a consideration that has been raised to argue
that a certain strategy is counterproductive; the second
presents an alternative strategy.

(B) The �rst is a consideration raised to support the strategy
that the argument recommends; the second presents that
strategy.

(C) The �rst is a consideration raised to explain the appeal of
a certain strategy; the second presents an alternative
strategy.

(D) The �rst is an assumption, rejected by the argument,
that has been used to justify a course of action; the
second presents that course of action.

(E) The �rst is a consideration that has been used to justify
pursuing a goal that the argument rejects; the second
presents a course of action that has been adopted in
pursuit of that goal.
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26 CR: Other Question Types

In the preceding chapters, I�ve tried to be exhaustive as possible. I�ve discussed
question types as rare as �aw and paradox, both of which are so uncommon that
there�s only about a 20% chance you�ll see them on the exam at all. However,
the makers of the GMAT are always experimenting with slightly di¤erent ques-
tion types. For that reason, you may encounter something unfamiliar. Just a
few years ago, no test-prep materials even mentioned boldface questions.

If you do see an unfamiliar CR question type, �rst take a moment and see if
it relates to one of the question types we�ve discussed here. There are dozens of
ways of phrasing weaken questions, and probably a dozen ways a CR question
could be constructed to test your knowledge of a passage�s structure, as boldface
questions do. Between your preparation for CR and RC, you�ll probably be
able to �gure out a reasonable approach even to an unfamiliar question type.
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27 CR: Common Wrong Answer Choices

Before delving into the categories of wrong answer choices, let�s spend a moment
discussing how you can best study wrong answer choices.

The key to getting better at GMAT Critical Reasoning is understanding
what makes wrong answers wrong. It�s less important to know what makes
right answers right. As you study, you may sometimes �nd it di¢ cult to
describe why a correct answer is correct. However, you should always be able
to see (and explain) why each wrong answer is wrong.

Your goal on every CR question should be as follows. For each wrong answer
choice, you should be able to complete the sentence:

This choice is wrong because...

Sometimes that�s easy; sometimes it�s extremely di¢ cult. But the di¤erence
between test-takers who ace the CR and those who �ounder, consistently picking
the "second best" answer, is this study tip. It forces you to understand the
choices better, and in doing so, think with more focus about the CR question
itself.

To help you on your way to that goal, here are several categories of common
CR wrong answer choices:

O¤-Topic

The scope of each passage is very narrow, whether it�s an assumption-based
question or an inference-based question. This sort of wrong answer choice takes
some tidbit from the passage and acts as if that tidbit were the main focus. It
might be appealing for a moment, but if you consider the conclusion of the
passage, or the scope of the premises, you�ll realize that such a choice can�t
possibly relate to the entire passage.

Irrelevant Comparison

Many questions rely on the relationship between two things. For instance,
the Air Macaria example we�ve turned to throughout this section has a con-
clusion that is based on the relationship between Air Macaria�s prices and a
competitor�s prices. Wrong answer choices of this sort re�ect the fact that the
correct choice will include a comparison, but gets at least half of the comparison
wrong.

Several chapters ago, I compared an assumption to a piece in a jigsaw puzzle.
The correct answer �ts on every side, but this sort of incorrect choice only �ts
on one side. The side that �ts might make it a tempting choice, but it�s more
important to focus on what might make an answer wrong.
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Strong Language

On inference-based questions especially, the wording of the passages is not
very strong. The tone is academic and few broad generalizations are made.
The same should be true of the correct answer. Words like "all," "none,"
and "never" will almost never appear in a correct answer choice. The one
exception to this rule is when the passage itself contains such extreme language.
If the premises make broad generalizations, it might be reasonable to draw a
conclusion that uses strong language.

Wrong Question

As you�ve discovered, many types of CR questions are closely related. Strengthen
and weaken, for instance, are opposites, but the strategies you�ll use to answer
those questions are very similar. Frequently, at least one wrong answer choice
is on topic, comparing the right things, but answers the wrong question! It
sounds simple, but beware of choices that strengthen the argument on a weaken
question, and vice versa.
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28 CR: Mixed Review 1

81. Most airlines use some form of "tiered pricing," a strategy that
involves selling similar seats for di¤erent prices depending on
factors such as the type of customer and the number of days
between the purchase and the �ight. Generally, business
customers and customers purchasing tickets at the last minute pay
more than average price for a seat. Air , however, sells all seats for
the same price. Therefore, when traveling routes served by Air
Macaria and an airline that uses tiered pricing, business travelers
purchasing tickets at the last minute save money by �ying Air
Macaria.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument
depends?

(A) Customers who purchase tickets more than three weeks in
advance spend less, on average, per ticket, than customers
who purchase tickets less than three weeks in advance.

(B) Airlines that use tiered pricing serve many more routes
than airlines that do not.

(C) When �ying a route that includes both Air Macaria and
an airline that uses tiered pricing, a traveler is subject
to the di¤erent pricing strategies of the airlines for each
portion of the trip.

(D) The average price of a ticket on any given route on Air
Macaria is equal to the average price on the same route
of a ticket o¤ered by an airline that uses tiered pricing.

(E) More business travelers �y on airlines that used tiered
pricing than on airlines that do not.
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82. Environmentalist: It is true that the tiny population of grey wolves
in the southern part of the country have much in common with the
larger population in the north. Based on these similarities,
government o¢ cials are claiming that the distinct population in the
south is not endangered. The claim is mistaken. The wolf
population in the south has no contact, and is incapable of
breeding with the population in the north, so it should be
considered a distinct species, and thus an endangered one.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest support for
the environmentalist�s claim?

(A) Historical data suggests that the wolf population in the
south descends from a separate population that lived
in the north less than a century ago.

(B) The two wolf populations have genetic di¤erences that
are more substantial than the di¤erences that cause
two populations of red wolves to be categorized as
distinct species.

(C) There are currently no wolf species categorized by the
government as endangered.

(D) The environmentalist previously worked for the
government in a capacity that allowed him to help
classify certain species as endangered.

(E) There are large numbers of grey wolves in captivity
throughout the country.
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83. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

In the last two years, Kaiba Corporation, an electronics
manufacturer, has laid o¤ more than 20% of its workforce as its
competitors cut into Kaiba�s market share. A popular new line of
products just released by Kaiba promises to increase pro�ts and
allow the company to expand into other markets. However, it would
be premature to conclude that Kaiba�s expansion will result in an
increase in its workforce, because .

(A) the electronics industry is unlikely to undergo any major
changes over the next several years.

(B) the company�s success has largely been a result of relying
on contractors instead of in-house employees for
production and marketing.

(C) Kaiba�s popular new product line was a joint venture with
one of the company�s competitors.

(D) most of the employees that Kaiba laid o¤ in the last two
years have moved on to other industries and would not
seek employment at the company again.

(E) Kaiba considers that its current workforce is at least as
productive on a per-employee basis as its workforce two
years ago.
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84. Primatech Corporation has told its regular customers that a
short-term materials shortage a¤ecting one of its suppliers
prevents the company from taking any orders at this time. Some
of the customers have learned, however, that Primatech accepted
a substantial order from the federal government. So the customers
concluded that Primatech�s real reason for not accepting their
orders is to shift its focus to the more lucrative government market.

Which of the following, if true, would most undermine the
customers�conclusion?

(A) Most of Primatech�s regular customers also do business
with the federal government.

(B) Almost all of Primatech�s employees have received
raises in pay during the last year.

(C) A recent memorandum from the president of Primatech
requested that all employees familiarize themselves with
the published guidelines for companies doing business
with the federal government.

(D) Most of Primatech�s regular customers order the company�s
products in bulk and receive discounts for doing so.

(E) The order placed by the federal government with Primatech
does not require delivery for more than a year, while orders
are typically placed for delivery within one month.

70
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



29. CR: DIFFICULT WRONG ANSWER CHOICES

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

29 CR: Di¢ cult Wrong Answer Choices

The wrong answer choices discussed in the previous chapter are a good way
to eliminate three choices. This chapter focuses on getting rid of that fourth
wrong answer choice, even on the trickiest questions.

The key concept, as always, in CR questions is that of scope. If an answer
choice is too general or too speci�c, it is usually easy to spot as such. It�s trickier
when the scope is wrong, but not because it�s too local or too global�it�s just
subtly shifted from the scope of the question. For example, the scope might
shift from the e¤ect of rainfall on the health of a certain species to the e¤ect of
rainfall on the growth of a certain plant that the species feeds on.

Find Assumptions, Don�t Make Them

When the scope shifts, it�s perfectly natural to �ll in the gaps for yourself.
In the example above, you might think, �of course, if rainfall means that there�s
a more ample supply of this plant, then the species will have more food and be
healthier.�Depending on the question, though, that�s the kind of rationale that
gets you in trouble. Your job on CR questions isn�t to devise justi�cations, it�s
to recognize them.

The di¤erence is slight, but it�s crucial. GMAT Critical Reasoning questions
are very carefully written and designed. If a question means to say something, it
will. Wrong answer choices are planned with equal care: there are no accidents
in these questions. Both assumption-based and inference-based questions expect
you to understand the argument precisely. That means that all the information
you need is right there in the question, and if you start making assumptions of
your own, you�re probably doing something wrong.

It�s hard to adjust to reading this way. Most writing, from almost any source,
is sloppy, and requires you to �ll in the gaps by making assumptions. The
GMAT doesn�t. You will, over the course of your Critical Reasoning practice,
make this mistake at least a handful of times�I guarantee it. But those mistakes
are opportunities waiting for you to embrace them.
Through those mistakes, try to �watch�your own thought process so that

you can catch yourself before you make another assumption. It is a distinct step
in your mental process: you read the answer choice, you try to understand it,
you see if it makes sense as the answer, and�perhaps�then try to �gure out a
way it could be the answer. That �nal step is where most people go astray: if
you bring in explanatory material from outside the question, you�ve probably
just made a mistake.

As with all other types of questions, when you get one wrong, carefully
read the explanation and try to isolate what you did incorrectly. If you �nd
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yourself making assumptions, going beyond the scope of the question in Critical
Reasoning, pay closer attention to your thinking as you analyze those answer
choices that are �close, but not quite right.�Usually, if it�s not quite right, it�s
just plain wrong�you just need to recognize the shift in scope, or the leap in
your own thought process.
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30 CR: Mixed Review 2

91. Western Agriculture farms millions of acres of land in Alpastia,
a wheat-farming region that receives extremely high amounts of
rainfall. Western Agriculture�s pro�t margins depend on taking
advantage of the economies of scale resulting from their large
holdings, so it is planning to purchase another two million acres
of farmland in Alpastia. If the purchase is completed, over 70%
of Western Agriculture�s land would be devoted to wheat farming
in Alpastia.

Which of the following, if true, could present the most serious
disadvantage for Western Agriculture in purchasing an additional
two million acres of farmland in Alpastia?

(A) Because of Western Agriculture�s presence in Alpastia,
farming an additional two million acres would require less
manpower per acre than its current holdings.

(B) The price of wheat is expected to increase over the next
decade.

(C) The heavy rainfall in Alpastia limits the number of other
crops that Western Agriculture could cultivate on its land.

(D) None of Western Agriculture�s competitors own more
than one million acres of land in Alpastia.

(E) In regions with heavy rainfall, wheat yields are highly
variable, resulting in inconsistent pro�ts on wheat
cultivation in such regions.
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92. Neither extensive experience in a �eld nor access to exhaustive
industry data, by itself, establishes an executive�s ability to make
appropriate decisions. Both are required simultaneously since
experience can blind one to logical conclusions drawn from data,
and exhaustive data is almost always, by de�nition, a way of
measuring past trends that may or may not continue.

If the facts stated in the passage above are true, a proper test of
an executive�s ability to make appropriate decisions is its ability to

(A) use knowledge gained from experience to determine which
trends are likely to continue.

(B) use knowledge gained from experience to direct data-collection
e¤orts.

(C) amass data that competitors are not collecting so that
knowledge gained from experience can be set aside.

(D) establish technical infrastructure to collect data that
supports the conclusions drawn from extensive
experience.

(E) hire middle managers who can maintain the appropriate
balance between experience-based and data-based
decision-making.
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93. Industry analysts feel that Bluecorp paid far too much to acquire
rival �rm Strickland. While doing so limited competition they face
in the marketplace, this approach cannot be pro�table in the long
run. Once two rival �rms merge in order to increase pro�ts, the
higher prices would only provide other competitors an opportunity
to enter the �eld at a lower price, cutting into Bluecorp�s pro�ts
and making the acquisition of Strickland an expensive mistake.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the
argument?

(A) In some countries it is legal for two companies to merge
even if the resulting entity would nearly monopolize the
market.

(B) The combination of Bluecorp and Strickland creates an
entity whose size allows it to produce items at a far lower
cost than could any smaller enterprise.

(C) In addition to eliminating competition, Bluecorp�s
acquisition gives it a much more substantial presence
in urban areas.

(D) As a result of the acquisition, the new corporate entity
will create two smaller entities to operate as independent
suppliers to Bluecorp.

(E) When two large companies in the same �eld combine,
entrepreneurs tend to shy away from the �eld due to the
single entity�s perceived dominance.
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31 Introduction to Reading Comprehension

GMAT Reading Comprehension is somewhat similar to GMAT Critical Reason-
ing in that you read a passage and answer some questions about it. However,
both the nature of the passages and the types of passages are very di¤erent.
There are two main di¤erences between CR and RC. The �rst is obvious:

RC passages are longer. They vary in length quite a bit, but you can expect to
see passages between about 150 and 400 words. Some will consist of one or two
long paragraphs; others will broken up into four or �ve short paragraphs.
Because the passages are longer, they can be quite a bit more involved. The

shorter CR passages can use unfamiliar, technical language, but there�s very
little to understand in a three-sentence argument. In Reading Comprehension,
however, you can be thrown into an unfamiliar topic and be expected to answer
complicated questions about anything from physics to archaeology to the history
of economics.

Types of Questions

The fact that the passage is longer and more involved in�uences the other
main di¤erence between RC and CR: the types of questions. In Critical Rea-
soning, the questions are almost always focused on some aspect of an argument.
You�ll see that in RC, too, but not nearly as much.
In fact, there�s a wide variety of questions on Reading Comprehension pas-

sages. There are a number of ways they can be broken down, but I�ll o¤er four
categories:

Scope: This is the old standard, "What is the main idea of the pas-
sage?" The GMAT has numerous ways of asking this�you�ll come across at least
a half-dozen. The key is to �nd the answer choice that not only matches the
topic (say, the excavation of Mayan ruins), but also the speci�c focus of the
passage (perhaps a controversy about proper excavation methods).

Detail: These usually come with the phrase, "According to the pas-
sage," or something similar. The answer is just a reworded version of something
in the passage. Here, the GMAT is testing whether you read the passage and
understood the structure well enough to �nd a speci�c detail that you may not
have remembered.

Inference: There aren�t very many assumption and strengthen/weaken
questions in RC, but there are plenty of inference questions. Often, the GMAT
expects you to grasp the di¤erences between di¤erent viewpoints on the same
issue, or determine which parts of the passage are the author�s opinion and
which parts are fact.

Structure: These are less common but don�t �t into any of the other
three paragraphs. You might be asked how a certain sentence functions, or what
the purpose of one of the paragraphs is. RC Structure questions are not too far
removed from the boldface items in Critical Reasoning.
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General Strategies

Nearly everyone �nds it bene�cial to take notes while reading RC passages.
Exactly how you do that will depend on what works best for you. I prefer to
jot down a sentence or two at the end of each paragraph, if only to keep myself
focused and prevent my mind from wandering. (These topics aren�t exactly
thrilling!)
Pay particular attention to structure and scope. The structure gives you

clues to the author�s argument, and his or her method of establishing it. Is she
describing two theories only to reject both? Defending a position and holding
o¤ competitors? The structure of RC passages is usually quite plain in this
regard.
"Scope" refers to the passage�s speci�c focus. The GMAT will never use the

word "scope," but the concept will come up in the form of at least one general
question on nearly every passage. Make sure you understand not only what the
author has chosen to address, but what she has chosen to leave out. There�s
only so much you can write in four or �ve paragraphs, so GMAT passages are
typically very focused.

Time Management

When timing your progress through GMAT Reading Comprehension pas-
sages, it�s important that you consider separately the time it takes to read the
passage and the time you spend answering the questions.
Usually, when people take too long on Reading Comprehension, it�s because

they spend too much time reading the passage. Or, as is sometimes the case,
blankly staring at the passage thinking they are reading it, but really losing
focus. (This is common enough when the passage is on paper, and the computer-
based test makes it even easier.) The key to moving more quickly through
passages is to eliminate, or at least minimize, the time you spent unfocused.

You should spend 3-4 minutes reading each Reading Comprehension passage.
That�s a very general rule for such a wide range of and passage lengths and
topics, but it has served my students well. Unless you have a hard time reading
English, you should have no problem getting through even the most di¢ cult
passages in four minutes.
In fact, if you eliminate time spent blanking out, glazing over, and re-reading,

you can probably read the longest, most di¢ cult passages in three minutes.
Fortunately, the standard isn�t that high.

Maintaining Focus

Every GMAT prep company has some particular approach to Reading Com-
prehension passages, and some of them are very involved. There�s no need to
follow a strict formula, or to write down exact characteristics of every passage.
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(For instance, one large company suggests you jot down "topic," "scope," and
"purpose," along with a paragraph-by-paragraph outline.)
What is important is that you write something down. It doesn�t matter

whether you outline the structure of the passage, rephrase each paragraph�s
topic sentence, or scribble down some key details that you think will come up
in the questions. Whatever it is that comes easily to you, do it.
In my experience, I rarely refer back to my notes. However, that doesn�t

mean that taking those notes was a waste of time. The purpose of the note-
taking isn�t to create a replacement for the passage, it�s to keep you focused.
If you force yourself to write something down at least once per paragraph, it�s
much more di¢ cult to glaze over and spend a minute or more staring at the
screen, accomplishing nothing.

How to Practice RC

As with every aspect of GMAT preparation, make your practice as test-like
as possible. If you�re working out of a book, prop it up against your desk or a
wall, so that it simulates working o¤ a computer screen. Don�t even think about
underlining the passage. If you�re doing the practice passages in this book, take
advantage of the PDF format and read them o¤ of a computer screen.

Tinker with my suggestions above: for one passage, try writing something
down at the beginning of each paragraph; for another, at the end; for another,
write things down whenever they seem important. There�s no one write way to
take notes to GMAT Reading Comprehension passages, and there�s no way I�ll
be able to tell you which one is most practical for you.

You�ll know that you�re improving when two things happen:
You�re reading faster�no more than four minutes per passage.
You spend less time re-reading the passage when confronted

with questions.

If you �nd yourself skimming the entire passage for every question, you
aren�t getting enough out of the passage when you read it the �rst time. Re-
reading is �ne�in fact, it�s absolutely necessary on many Reading Comprehen-
sion questions�but you never want to re-read more than one paragraph (at
most!) for any one purpose.
I�m sure you know how important it is to manage your time wisely on the

GMAT Verbal section. If you can control the amount of time you spend working
through Reading Comprehension passages, you�ll be in a much better position
to do that.

How This Section Works

The structure of this section is very similar to that of the Critical Reasoning
section. We�ll start by analyzing the types of structures of passages, with special
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focus on the challenges presented by science passages. Next, the discussion
turns to each speci�c type of question you�re likely to see, following by patterns
in RC answer choices.
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32 RC: Passage Topics

There are a variety of topics that the GMAT likes to cover in its Reading
Comprehension passages. Some are considered more di¢ cult than others; for
instance, it�s a rare GMAT test-taker who is excited to see a biology passage.
While the range of potential subjects is wide, it is somewhat predictable. It�s

yet another reason why practicing with realistic materials�namely, The O¢ cial
Guide and the Verbal supplement�is so important. The mix of content areas
in those books very closely approximates what you can expect when you sit for
the GMAT.

Science Passages

On both Reading Comprehension and Critical Reasoning, the GMAT loves
biology. I don�t know exactly why that is; perhaps the test-makers want you to
take over a biotech company after getting your MBA. Regardless of the reason,
biology is by far the most common branch of science covered in GMAT passages.
Other common topics are physics (particularly astronomy) and�again, I can�t

explain this one�archaeology. With the exception of astronomy passages, the
emphasis is generally on things having to do with people. For instance, a biology
passage might focus on life-saving pharmaceuticals, or an archaeology passage
may be about what a recently uncovered civilization has to say about human
nature.
For many test-takers, science passages present unique challenges; for that

reason, the next chapter is devoted solely to science passages.

Business and Economics Passages

While science passages are considered di¢ cult, I think most test-takers don�t
worry too much about business-oriented topics. After all, you probably have
some interest in the corporate world if you�re applying to MBA programs!
However, don�t let that attitude seep into related economics passages. Many

people think they understand economics better than they actually do, and
GMAT passages often discuss multiple ways of addressing the same problem.
In an economics passage, be especially careful to answer questions based on
the content in the passage (not other things you�ve read) and be clear on the
di¤ering opinions that the passage presents.

Social Sciences Passages

These passages includes a mix of history and political science. Occasionally,
though, you�ll also see topics such as ethnic studies and literature.
For me, these are the easiest: one of my majors in college was in the lib-

eral arts, so handling academic-style writing is a breeze. But therein lies the
trap for many people: Just because the content might be seen as "lightweight"
(compared to denser science passages) doesn�t mean it will be easy for you.
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Academics in the liberal arts�the people who write, or at least inspire, the
passages in this category�develop specialized vocabularies of their own, and
they don�t hesitate to use them. Like science passages, social science passages
de�ne their terms, but that means you have to pay just as close of attention to
unfamiliar language in this type of content than with physics or biology.

What To Expect

The passages on the GMAT are, roughly speaking, evenly split between the
three categories described in this chapter. If you are doing well on the Verbal
section, you will see more di¢ cult passages, and in many cases those are science
passages. But that�s no more than a rule of thumb. You�ll typically have four
or �ve passages per section, and there�s a degree of randomness to every aspect
of the test.

Supplemental Reading

One thing that will help you improve your Reading Comprehension skills
is to do more reading. Preferably, you should read things that are similar to
GMAT passages.
That�s easier said than done. However, if you�ve practiced much Reading

Comp, you know that many passages �t into the same patterns:
A theory is described and criticized;
Competing ideas are o¤ered and compared;
A discovery or scienti�c phenomenon is explained.

You�ll consistently �nd reading material that follows those patterns (without
requiring too much of your time!) in the book review section of a newspaper or
serious magazine such as The New Yorker or The New York Review of Books.
If you are particularly concerned about science passages, you might consider a
publication like Scienti�c American.

What To Read For

As with an actual GMAT passage, read for structure. What�s the argument?
How is it developed? What�s the author�s perspective? All of those things will
be present in book reviews. Pay close attention to how the reviewer is evaluating
the book in question, as well as how the review develops his or her own ideas.
When you are reading these articles, don�t get hung up on the details. The

GMAT doesn�t expect you to be conversant in microbiology or physics; it only
expects that you�ll be able to follow the thrust of an argument and track a few
key ideas. The details are there so that you can look them up later.

Book reviews are great practice for this, because the reviewer will often di¤er
from the author of the book under consideration in a general way. The argument
may hinge on details, but you�ll want to read for the more general di¤erences in
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arguments. No matter how many details and technical de�nitions you see, the
focus should always be on the overall structure of the piece.
Of course, no number of book reviews will replace the value of actual GMAT

practice. But there�s only so many actual GMAT Reading Comprehension pas-
sages available to you, and sometimes you might want to read something that�s
legitimately interesting. A single issue of The New York Times Book Review
could keep you busy during your commute or lunch break all week long.
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33 RC: Science Passages

There�s nothing on the Verbal portion of the GMAT that scares test-takers
more than Reading Comprehension passages dealing with science. If you have
a science background, you probably aren�t worried about them (and rightly so);
if you don�t, my guess is that you tense up a little bit upon the �rst reference
to molecules, chromosomes, or alluvial deposits.

It doesn�t have to be that way. There are three main reasons why you have
nothing to fear from science passages:

1. They are structured exactly the same way as non-science
passages.

2. They are short. The scienti�c detail is super�cial; in other
words, you don�t really have to understand it.

3. Most GMAT test-takers don�t know very much science. If
it�s hard for you, it�s probably a challenge for others, too.

A Sample Passage

To illustrate my point, let�s look at an example. (This is from one of the
passages you�ll be working with in the practice sections.) If you prefer the
humanities, the �rst paragraph alone contains enough to give you pause:

Since the early 1990s, cancer researchers have recognized the role of
heat shock proteins (HSPs) in �chaperoning�peptides and
assisting the immune system in its constant e¤ort to recognize and
destroy diseased cells. Unlike the many illnesses that take advantage
of weakened immune systems, cancerous tumors can �trick�an
immune system because their cells are derived from normal cells
and thus do not elicit a response. It is the task of researchers, then, to
identify and isolate unique cancer cell antigens that are more likely
to stimulate immune systems to take action. It turns out that members
of the HSP60, HSP70, and HSP90 families carry peptides
generated within cells; when those HSPs are taken from infected
cells, the peptides they carry have similar properties and can spur
an immune system into action.

It�s a mouthful, alright. The phrases I�ve bolded are the ones that tend to
pop out at the science-phobic. In order to answer some questions, you�ll need
to know where to �nd those details, but you won�t need much in the way of
understanding. Rather than focusing on what you don�t immediately grasp,
turn your attention to what you�ve seen before:

Since the early 1990s, cancer researchers have recognized the
role of heat shock proteins (HSPs) in �chaperoning�peptides and
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assisting the immune system in its constant e¤ort to recognize and
destroy diseased cells. Unlike the many illnesses that take
advantage of weakened immune systems, cancerous tumors can
�trick�an immune system because their cells are derived from
normal cells and thus do not elicit a response. It is the task
of researchers, then, to identify and isolate unique cancer cell
antigens that are more likely to stimulate immune systems to take
action. It turns out that members of the HSP60, HSP70, and
HSP90 families carry peptides generated within cells; when
those HSPs are taken from infected cells, the peptides they
carry have similar properties and can spur an immune
system into action.

Note the shift in focus. The second time around, I�ve bolded phrases that
emphasize distinctions and characteristics that even the science-phobic can un-
derstand.

Reading the Rest of the Passage

GMAT passages very reliably signpost their intentions: often you can de-
termine the outline of the passage just from the �rst paragraph. That isn�t the
case in this example, but some of the questions that are based on this passage
do not delve very far into the scienti�c details in this �rst paragraph. Once
you read the �rst sentence of the second paragraph, you�ll have a good idea of
most of the paragraph�s structure. (This passage, as it turns out, is only two
paragraphs long.)
In other words, you�ve already done much of the grunt work. From here,

you can expect to see more details, but it does get a bit easier:

In contrast to the cancer vaccines that rely on antigen-presenting
peptides in HSPs, viral vector vaccines are manufactured in the
laboratory. Such a vaccine involves manipulating a gene similar to the
targeted tumor and injecting it into the patient in an attempt to trigger
the immune system to attack not only the manufactured cells, but also
the cancerous cells already present in the body. Both approaches
rest on the assumption that each patient�s tumor is unique and
that the vaccine must be created speci�cally to induce an immune
system response. While the �rst method is better established,
the second may turn out be both more cost-e¤ective and
easier to use in treating large numbers of patients.

So much of GMAT Verbal is about comparisons. Even if you could barely
follow the �rst paragraph, the second gives you plenty of information you can
understand. There�s a second type of vaccine that di¤ers from the �rst; the two
have one thing in common (each patient�s tumor is unique), and you�re given
some general information about the advantages and disadvantages of each. You
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might not be ready to handle di¢ cult inference questions, but you have enough
information to determine the passage�s primary purpose, or to answer questions
about the structure of the passage.

How Science Di¤ers

Science passages are often packed with detail. Unlike humanities passages,
they are more likely to explain a phenomenon or detail two competing proposals
than to present an argument or defend a position. For this reason, there will
be less theory and more detail. Don�t fall into the trap, however, of spending
every last second on the passage, trying to memorize all those details.
In fact, the best approach is precisely the contrary. The more di¢ cult the

details of a passage, the less time you should spend on them. If you don�t grasp
the idea by the second reading or so, you�re not going to grasp it in another two
passes. Better to make sure you understand the structure of the passage and
return to the di¢ cult sections if and only if a question forces you to.
The GMAT only shows you one question at a time, so there�s no way to

scan all of the questions before you read the passage. But even with that
limitation, you don�t have to understand a detail if the test doesn�t ask you
about it. There�s a strong possibility that, for any given passage, you�ll only
have to answer three questions, so the odds you�ll have to master the subtleties
of a speci�c part of the passage are quite low.
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34 RC: Common Passage Structures

As with just about anything in a standardized test, GMAT Reading Compre-
hension passages follow predictable patterns. In fact, there are three general
templates, and nearly every RC passage �ts into one of them. I call them:

The explanatory passage
The competing theories passage
The position passage

The Explanatory Passage

Some GMAT passages�particularly shorter passages�focus on explaining a
concept. The author usually doesn�t take a position. The passage chooses a
very narrow topic and provides a couple hundred words of exposition.
Explanatory passages are common ways of presenting scienti�c material.

They�ll be packed with detail, but you don�t have to worry about keeping track
of multiple viewpoints or the purported problems with certain arguments. Of-
ten, if an explanatory passage has two paragraphs, the �rst paragraph will be
somewhat general, and the second paragraph will expand on one particular
detail mentioned in the �rst paragraph.

These passages can be tricky when the GMAT breaks out of the template.
A fair number of passages look like standard explanatory passages, presenting
detail after detail until the end, and then o¤ering a �nal sentence in which the
author takes a position. As with any passage, be extra careful with the �rst
and last sentences in each paragraph: this is where the author relays his topic
and, in the passages where there is one, his argument.

The Competing Theories Passage

In the previous chapter on science passages, you saw a competing theories
passage. In that example, the �rst paragraph explained one type of cancer
vaccine, while the second presented a description of another type of vaccine. In
these passages, the author may or may not choose a side, but make sure you
know whether or not she does! As in explanatory passages, sometimes the
indication that the author has an opinion is limited to one sentence, and that
one sentence may be the last one of the passage.

The most important aspects of a competing theories passage are the di¤er-
ences between the theories. It�s also key to track who holds which position.
That isn�t relevant in a passage like the cancer vaccine discussion, but in some
passages of this sort, each theory will be assigned to a scholar, or a school of
thought. When the passage does that, expect nearly every question to focus
on what one group or the other thinks, or the di¤erence between the positions.
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Competing theories passages are most common for science topics and busi-
ness/economics topics. The structure of the passage provides an excellent
outline of the arguments, as the GMAT usually gives you very clear topic sen-
tences. As in the cancer vaccine passage, you can understand some of the key
di¤erences between the theories without delving too far into the details of each
theory.

The Position Passage

The author might argue for one position or theory in any type of GMAT
passage, but in a position passage, the structure is de�ned by the author�s
argument. If you had to write argumentative essays in high school or university,
you are probably familiar with this style. The author will present an argument
in the �rst paragraph or shortly thereafter, and much of the remainder of the
passage will be devoted to defending that position.

One variation of the position passage is what I call the attack passage. The
typical position passage is de�ned by the author�s argument; the attack passage
is de�ned by a di¤erent argument that the author is trying to dismantle. In
that case, the author�s position might not become clear until a little later in
the passage, because it takes a few sentences to fully describe the objectionable
argument. There isn�t a clear line of demarcation between the position passage
and the attack passage; in either type, the GMAT may give you plenty of details
about both the author�s position and a position the author chooses to attack.

In this type of passage, details tend to be a bit more important. If the
position is made clear in the �rst paragraph, the following paragraphs might
present very di¤erent types of evidence for that position. By asking you detail-
oriented questions, the GMAT is testing to see if you know what sort of evidence
will support which sort of position. Once again, we�re talking about structure.
Regardless of the sort of passage, focus relentlessly on positions, perspectives,
and topic sentences. You can skim a passage to �nd a detail, but you can�t
skim a passage to understand how it is assembled.
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35 RC: Scope-Based Questions

Almost every passage has a scope question. Scope, if you aren�t familiar with
the word, is similar to the idea of subject or topic. I use the word "scope"
because it implies the more speci�c range of the passage. RC passages can
be complicated, but because of their length, they usually stick to a very nar-
row topic. Instead of looking for the general topic ("Jane Austen," "cancer
vaccines," or "unemployment theory"), it�s better to aim for something more
precise.

Here are several ways in which the GMAT will ask you this general question:
Which of the following best summarizes the main point of the passage?
Which of the following best describes the content of the passage?
Which of the following best expresses the central idea of the passage?
The author�s main point is
The author of the passage is primarily concerned with
The passage is primarily concerned with
The primary purpose of the passage is to

These are all fairly similar, and their correct answers would be, as well. We
can break them down into two categories, though.

Some scope-based questions are concerned with what the author is saying,
while others are more concerned with what the author is doing. In the list
above, the questions at the top fall into the "saying" category, while the ones at
the bottom are better �ts in the "doing" category. It isn�t a black and white
distinction, but there is a noticeable di¤erence between the "main point" and
"primary purpose."

In "primary purpose" questions, each answer choice will often begin with a
verb. That initial verb is sometimes enough to eliminate two, three, or even
four choices. Here�s an example of the �ve initial verbs in the choices of one
scope-based question:

(A) explaining
(B) emphasizing
(C) suggesting
(D) arguing
(E) suggesting

These aren�t di¤erent enough to settle on an answer without looking at more
than the �rst word in each choice (even if I did show you the passage!). But you
should consider the distinctions nonetheless. "Explaining" sounds appropriate
for an explanatory passage. "Arguing" would be better for a position passage.
"Emphasizing" isn�t a great verb for a "primary purpose," as one typically em-
phasizes something rather narrow. I wouldn�t eliminate the answer altogether,
but the initial verb doesn�t bode well.
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I don�t mean to suggest that you should ignore all but the �rst word of the
choices in a "primary purpose" question, but I do mean to emphasize, once
again, the importance of structure in GMAT RC questions. If you correctly
recognize the structure and the passage type, you�ll have a head start on this
question. If you understand the relationship of the various topic sentences in
the passage, you could probably answer most scope-based questions without
reading the details at all.
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36 RC: Scope-Based: Practice

Questions 101-102 refer to the following passage:

Thanks to her inclusion in Alexander Pope�s mock epic poem �The Dunciad�
as a vacuous �gure willing to write (and perhaps do) anything for �nancial
recompense, Eliza Haywood was long regarded as of marginal importance in
the literary history of the �long�18th century. Many of her best-known novels
have been described as �amatory �ction,�a genre not considered central to the
British novel tradition. Thus, until recently, even her supporters had little to
say for her style, often emphasizing the historical importance of her journalism.
A closer examination of Haywood�s novels indicates that disregarding her

�ction in such a manner would be a mistake. Even if works such as the early
�Love in Excess� and the late �The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless� did
not in�uence 19th-century novelists to the extent that more famous novels such
as Richardson�s �Pamela�and Fielding�s �Tom Jones�did, they reveal a prose
writer presenting both structural innovations and a surprisingly forward-looking
view of society. Her shifting attitudes regarding class, courtship, and marriage
are re�ected in a noticeable change from her early novels to her more mature
works, suggesting that she ought to be considered as more than a simple polemi-
cist.
In fact, as Paula Backscheider has shown, Haywood�s substantial corpus had

more of an impact on the British novel tradition than was previously suspected.
Haywood�s �Anti-Pamela,�a satire of Richardson�s didactic novel, was as widely
read as Fielding�s parody of the same, and �Betsy Thoughtless�can be seen as
the beginning of a tradition of novels of marriage, which culminated in Bronte�s
�Jane Eyre.�Most importantly, the 18th-century novel was largely concerned
with domestic issues hinging on the role of women, and Haywood�s dozens of
works are among the best representations we have of a female perspective on
such topics.

101. The author�s main point is that

(A) next to parodies such as �The Dunciad�and �Anti-
Pamela,�novels of marriage were much more crucial
to the development of the novel.

(B) it is a mistake to treat Haywood�s polemical journalism
as more than a historical curiosity.

(C) Haywood�s novels are valuable in more ways than were
thought by previous generations of scholars.

(D) 18th-century novels by women such as Haywood deserve
more attention that novels by men, such as Richardson
and Fielding, on women�s topics.

(E) �amatory �ction�in�uenced many important novelists
writing in the 19th century.
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102. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) o¤er sociohistorical explanations for the prevalence of
female novelists in the 18th century

(B) examine how one novelist has been viewed by scholars
throughout history

(C) show why an underrated novelist should be taken more
seriously

(D) propose a new ranking of prose writers in the 18th century
to re�ect more modern literary preferences

(E) outline speci�c distinctions between well-known novelists
that have long been considered equals

Questions 103-104 refer to the following passage:

While it may seem simple and unobjectionable to non-specialists, one of
the many issues that illustrates the divergence of post-Keynesian economics
from mainstream economics is the idea of time. Most models of neoclassical
economics utilize the notion of �logical time,� in which markets (whether they
be capital, goods, or labor markets) return to equilibrium after a disturbance
is introduced and then overcome. While few economists object to this general
model, post-Keynesians try to shift focus away from the �long run�-level analysis
and analyze instead events in �historical time,�emphasizing the real-world e¤ect
of deviations from equilibrium.
However, post-Keynesian economics cannot be understood simply as a re-

action to, or adjustment of, the ideas of Keynes. In fact, because many post-
Keynesians believe that the movement known as Keynesianism actually repre-
sents a severe divergence from the ideas of Keynes, they are in the position
of both resuscitating and updating his theories. One example of this phenom-
enon is the labor market, on which traditional Keynesians follow the classical
theory (that is, pre-Keynesian) of unemployment. While traditional and post-
Keynesians both support [de�cit spending] (known as �pump-priming�) as a so-
lution to short- and medium-term ine¢ ciencies in the labor market, traditional
Keynesians believe that, so long as wages and prices are perfectly �exible, those
ine¢ ciencies will disappear. That is the extent of the story for the traditional
Keynesian, but viewed through the lens of �historical time,�such ine¢ ciencies
are problems worthy of the economist�s further study.
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103. The passage is primarily concerned with

(A) using a standard concept in neoclassical economics
to illustrate a characteristic of a di¤erent view

(B) evaluating competing explanations of equilibrium in
the labor market

(C) comparing the notion of �historical time�with that of
�logical time�as they apply to economics

(D) clarifying the positions of a misunderstood �eld of
economics by explaining a key di¤erence with another
�eld

(E) suggesting that �long run�-level analysis leads to economic
misunderstandings and poor policy

104. Which of the following best summarizes the main point of
the passage?

(A) The importance of time in economic theories has long
been understated, and its inclusion sheds new light on
possible methods to curtail unemployment.

(B) The appearance of the post-Keynesian school of
economics allowed mainstream economists to abandon
their reliance on traditional theories such as the classical
theory of unemployment.

(C) The ideas of Keynes remain among the most crucial in
contemporary economic thought, but traditional
Keynesians have long misrepresented them.

(D) Traditional Keynesians and post-Keynesians share some
views, but the way each group approaches the idea of time
causes them to pursue di¤erent paths of study.

(E) The labor market is a controversial sub�eld of economics,
one in which Keynesians have little to contribute.
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37 RC: Detail-Based Questions

In addition to a scope-based question, most GMAT Reading Comprehension
passages come with at least one detail-based question. In fact, you are likely
to see more detail-based questions than any other type of RC item. They will
probably represent four of your twelve RC questions.

Detail-based questions are very literal. They ask for speci�c information
from the passage, and the correct choice is usually very similar to what you�ll
�nd in the passage itself. Here are some of the ways detail-based questions are
phrased:

According to the passage, which of the following is a concern...
Which of the following best characterizes...as described in the

passage?
The author cites which of the following as a disadvantage of...

Every detail-based question can be summarized as either, "What did the
author say?" or, "What did the passage say?"

Your task with this sort of question is to �nd the speci�c reference in the
passage. Usually, the question will point you to a single paragraph, if not a
speci�c sentence. If you skimmed the passage, or misunderstood some of the
details, you may need to spend some time re-reading until you make sure you�re
in the right place.

Once you are sure you�ve found the right location in the passage, expect to
�nd an answer choice that is very similar to the relevant phrase in the passage.
Occasionally a detail-based answer will be almost comically easy; the choice
will restate a sentence from the passage almost word for word. It�s generally
not a good idea to second-guess yourself if an answer seems too easy�that�s
particularly important advice on detail-based questions.
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38 RC: Detail-Based: Practice

Questions 111-113 refer to the following passage:

Thanks to her inclusion in Alexander Pope�s mock epic poem �The Dunciad�
as a vacuous �gure willing to write (and perhaps do) anything for �nancial
recompense, Eliza Haywood was long regarded as of marginal importance in
the literary history of the �long�18th century. Many of her best-known novels
have been described as �amatory �ction,�a genre not considered central to the
British novel tradition. Thus, until recently, even her supporters had little to
say for her style, often emphasizing the historical importance of her journalism.
A closer examination of Haywood�s novels indicates that disregarding her

�ction in such a manner would be a mistake. Even if works such as the early
�Love in Excess� and the late �The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless� did
not in�uence 19th-century novelists to the extent that more famous novels such
as Richardson�s �Pamela�and Fielding�s �Tom Jones�did, they reveal a prose
writer presenting both structural innovations and a surprisingly forward-looking
view of society. Her shifting attitudes regarding class, courtship, and marriage
are re�ected in a noticeable change from her early novels to her more mature
works, suggesting that she ought to be considered as more than a simple polemi-
cist.
In fact, as Paula Backscheider has shown, Haywood�s substantial corpus had

more of an impact on the British novel tradition than was previously suspected.
Haywood�s �Anti-Pamela,�a satire of Richardson�s didactic novel, was as widely
read as Fielding�s parody of the same, and �Betsy Thoughtless�can be seen as
the beginning of a tradition of novels of marriage, which culminated in Bronte�s
�Jane Eyre.�Most importantly, the 18th-century novel was largely concerned
with domestic issues hinging on the role of women, and Haywood�s dozens of
works are among the best representations we have of a female perspective on
such topics.

111. According to the passage, which of the following was a
primary issue in the 18th-century novel?

(A) The function of women in society
(B) Class distinctions in industrialized London
(C) Feminist perspectives of journalism
(D) Satirical treatments of other prose works
(E) The importance of �nancial gain
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112. According to the passage, which of the following works
in�uenced �Jane Eyre?�

(A) Love in Excess
(B) Tom Jones
(C) The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless
(D) The Dunciad
(E) Anti-Pamela

113. The author of the passage states that Haywood had which
of the following in common with Fielding?

(A) Her novels are often read for their structural innovations.
(B) She penned a parody of Richardson�s �Pamela.�
(C) She was a target of Pope�s in �The Dunciad.�
(D) Her novels were preoccupied with domestic issues.
(E) Her most popular works were as well-known as �Pamela.�

Questions 114-115 refer to the following passage:

While it may seem simple and unobjectionable to non-specialists, one of
the many issues that illustrates the divergence of post-Keynesian economics
from mainstream economics is the idea of time. Most models of neoclassical
economics utilize the notion of �logical time,� in which markets (whether they
be capital, goods, or labor markets) return to equilibrium after a disturbance
is introduced and then overcome. While few economists object to this general
model, post-Keynesians try to shift focus away from the �long run�-level analysis
and analyze instead events in �historical time,�emphasizing the real-world e¤ect
of deviations from equilibrium.
However, post-Keynesian economics cannot be understood simply as a re-

action to, or adjustment of, the ideas of Keynes. In fact, because many post-
Keynesians believe that the movement known as Keynesianism actually repre-
sents a severe divergence from the ideas of Keynes, they are in the position
of both resuscitating and updating his theories. One example of this phenom-
enon is the labor market, on which traditional Keynesians follow the classical
theory (that is, pre-Keynesian) of unemployment. While traditional and post-
Keynesians both support [de�cit spending] (known as �pump-priming�) as a so-
lution to short- and medium-term ine¢ ciencies in the labor market, traditional
Keynesians believe that, so long as wages and prices are perfectly �exible, those
ine¢ ciencies will disappear. That is the extent of the story for the traditional
Keynesian, but viewed through the lens of �historical time,�such ine¢ ciencies
are problems worthy of the economist�s further study.
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114. Which of the following best characterizes the di¤erence
between the way traditional Keynesians and post-Keynesians
view ine¢ ciencies in the labor market, as described in the
passage?

(A) Post-Keynesians di¤er from traditional Keynesians by
studying practical e¤ects of ine¢ ciencies in the labor
market.

(B) Traditional Keynesians di¤er from post-Keynesians in
that they consider short-term ine¢ ciencies less important
than medium-term ine¢ ciencies.

(C) Post-Keynesians and traditional Keynesians both accept
the accuracy of the classical theory of unemployment and
diverge only in the details of its interpretation.

(D) Traditional Keynesians di¤er from post-Keynesians in that
each group had a substantial e¤ect on the history of
economic thought at di¤erent points in the 20th century.

(E) Both post-Keynesians and traditional Keynesians consider
both �historical time�and �logical time�in evaluating the
most important topic of study within the �eld of
unemployment.

115. According to the passage, �logical time�is

(A) an aspect of most models of neoclassical economics
(B) now considered less useful than �historical time�
(C) irreconcilable with �long run�-level analysis
(D) a key tenet of post-Keynesian theory
(E) the mechanism by which markets return to equilibrium
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39 RC: Inference-Based Questions

This isn�t the �rst chapter in the book on inference questions�inference questions
are also relatively common in Critical Reasoning. However, there are some key
di¤erences.

For one thing, of course, the passages are longer. In CR inference questions,
it�s important to consider every detail in the short passage to make sure you
haven�t missed some connection between a sentence and an answer choice. With
a full-length RC passage, that�s just not practical. In a sense, then, a Reading
Comprehension inference question is about halfway between a CR inference
question and detail-based RC question.

RC inference questions use the same keywords as CR inference questions:
It can be inferred from the passage that...
The passage suggests which of the following...
Information in the passage suggestions that the author would be

most likely to agree with...

Some inference-based questions are barely distinguishable from detail-based
questions, except for the wording of the questions. If they ask for something
very speci�c, the process of answering the question might in fact be similar to
the detail-based approach of �nding the appropriate reference in the passage.
The only di¤erence is that, in an inference-based question, it�s much less likely
that an answer choice will be an almost word-for-word replica of a phrase in the
passage.

Other inference-based questions require more work. This is particularly
true when they delve into general concepts in position passages and competing
theories passages. When the author provides multiple viewpoints, you can
expect at least one inference question to require that you di¤erentiate between
the viewpoints, perhaps explaining how two perspectives are di¤erent. These
more general questions may give you no hint at all about where in the passage
to research; in those cases, it might be more e¢ cient to start with the answer
choices, eliminating two or three that you know are wrong, then checking the
passage to con�rm the accuracy of the remaining choices.

When the questions are more general, they shift from being similar to detail-
based questions to having much in common with scope-based questions. In this
regard, remember the di¤erences between CR and RC inferences. RC inferences
are much more approximate. You don�t have to worry about every detail, and
the correct answer may not be as logically precise as a correct answer on a CR
question. While there is nothing wrong with these more approximate answers,
recognize what the GMAT is testing: It is trying to determine if you can sort
out the competing viewpoints, approaches, perspectives, or methods described
in a lengthy passage.

97
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮

Sky
高亮



40. RC: INFERENCE-BASED: PRACTICE

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

40 RC: Inference-Based: Practice

Questions 121-122 refer to the following passage:

Since the early 1990s, cancer researchers have recognized the role of heat
shock proteins (HSPs) in �chaperoning�peptides and assisting the immune sys-
tem in its constant e¤ort to recognize and destroy diseased cells. Unlike the
many illnesses that take advantage of weakened immune systems, cancerous tu-
mors can �trick�an immune system because their cells are derived from normal
cells and thus do not elicit a response. It is the task of researchers, then, to
identify and isolate unique cancer cell antigens that are more likely to stimu-
late immune systems to take action. It turns out that members of the HSP60,
HSP70, and HSP90 families carry peptides generated within cells; when those
HSPs are taken from infected cells, the peptides they carry have similar prop-
erties and can spur an immune system into action.
In contrast to the cancer vaccines that rely on antigen-presenting peptides in

HSPs, viral vector vaccines are manufactured in the laboratory. Such a vaccine
involves manipulating a gene similar to the targeted tumor and injecting it into
the patient in an attempt to trigger the immune system to attack not only the
manufactured cells, but also the cancerous cells already present in the body.
Both approaches rest on the assumption that each patient�s tumor is unique
and that the vaccine must be created speci�cally to induce an immune system
response. While the �rst method is better established, the second may turn
out be both more cost-e¤ective and easier to use in treating large numbers of
patients.

121. It can be inferred from the passage that the �rst type of vaccine
described has which of the following drawbacks?

(A) Cells can generate only a limited number of peptides,
which limits their ability to stimulate an immune system
response.

(B) It is unknown how many di¤erent types of cancers can
be prevented with this type of vaccine.

(C) Weakened immune systems are not always able to
respond appropriately to the antigen-presenting
peptides introduced by vaccines.

(D) It may be more di¢ cult to use in vaccinating large
numbers of patients.

(E) HSPs in the HSP60, HSP70, and HSP90 families are
not always present in the cells of a patient, preventing
their usage in cancer vaccines.
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122. The passage suggests which of the following about the
manufactured cells mentioned in the underlined text?

(A) They are introduced into the patient�s body to further
weaken the patient�s immune system.

(B) They are identical to cancerous cells already present
in the patient�s body.

(C) They rely on HSPs to �chaperone�peptides into a
position that will stimulate a response from the
patient�s immune system.

(D) They are created in a laboratory speci�cally for each
individual cancer patient receiving a viral vector vaccine.

(E) Their peptides are di¤erent from those created by the
patient�s body in that they operate independently of HSPs.

Questions 123-125 refer to the following passage:

While it may seem simple and unobjectionable to non-specialists, one of
the many issues that illustrates the divergence of post-Keynesian economics
from mainstream economics is the idea of time. Most models of neoclassical
economics utilize the notion of �logical time,� in which markets (whether they
be capital, goods, or labor markets) return to equilibrium after a disturbance
is introduced and then overcome. While few economists object to this general
model, post-Keynesians try to shift focus away from the �long run�-level analysis
and analyze instead events in �historical time,�emphasizing the real-world e¤ect
of deviations from equilibrium.
However, post-Keynesian economics cannot be understood simply as a re-

action to, or adjustment of, the ideas of Keynes. In fact, because many post-
Keynesians believe that the movement known as Keynesianism actually repre-
sents a severe divergence from the ideas of Keynes, they are in the position
of both resuscitating and updating his theories. One example of this phenom-
enon is the labor market, on which traditional Keynesians follow the classical
theory (that is, pre-Keynesian) of unemployment. While traditional and post-
Keynesians both support [de�cit spending] (known as �pump-priming�) as a so-
lution to short- and medium-term ine¢ ciencies in the labor market, traditional
Keynesians believe that, so long as wages and prices are perfectly �exible, those
ine¢ ciencies will disappear. That is the extent of the story for the traditional
Keynesian, but viewed through the lens of �historical time,�such ine¢ ciencies
are problems worthy of the economist�s further study.
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123. The passage suggests which of the following about the
de�cit spending mentioned in the highlighted text?

(A) To a traditional Keynesian, it is a way to eliminate
ine¢ ciencies in the labor market.

(B) To a post-Keynesian, it solves all of the problems
associated with ine¢ ciencies in the labor market.

(C) To both traditional and post-Keynesians, it is a key
aspect of the classical theory of unemployment.

(D) To a traditional Keynesian, it is a way to turn attention
away from �long run�-level analysis.

(E) To a post-Keynesian, it is a superior strategy to that
of �pump-priming.�

124. The author of the passage would be most likely to agree with
which of the following statements about the idea of time
mentioned in the �rst sentence of the passage?

(A) It underlies the most trenchant critiques of the classical
theory of unemployment.

(B) It applies most directly to theories of the labor market,
which has long been misunderstood by economists.

(C) It represents the most serious problem with the
positions held by post-Keynesians.

(D) It is the leading cause of the ine¢ ciencies that
wreak havoc with economic theories.

(E) It illustrates an important distinction between streams
of economic thought.

125. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following
is true about traditional Keynesians?

(A) When studying the labor market, they are mainly
concerned with eliminating short- and medium-term
ine¢ ciencies.

(B) In criticizing the classical theory of unemployment,
they understate the importance of �pump-priming.�

(C) They favor the notion of �historical time�to that of
�logical time.�

(D) They support more of the theories of Keynes than do
post-Keynesian economists.

(E) As neoclassical economists, they study the real-life
impact of ine¢ ciencies that appear in the capital, goods,
and labor markets.
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41 RC: Structure-Based Questions

Compared to scope-, detail-, and inference-based Reading Comprehension ques-
tions, structure-based questions are not nearly as important. In fact, they
represent less than 10% of RC items, which means you probably won�t see more
than one on your exam. But you will probably see one.

I�ve noted many times in the preceding chapters how important it is that
you focus on the structure of the passage, both as a way to avoid getting mired
in detail and a way to understand the general themes of the passage. As you
might imagine, grasping the structure of a passage also comes in handy in a
structure-based question.

Here are some examples of this question type:
Which of the following best describes the function of the third

paragraph of the passage?
Which of the following best describes the relationship of the

second paragraph to the �rst paragraph?
Which of the following best describes the overall content of the

second paragraph of the passage?

Answer choices tend to be technical, using non-speci�c language to charac-
terize theories, viewpoints, and arguments. For instance, these are a couple of
choices for the second of the three questions listed above:

It presents contrasting explanations for a phenomenon presented
in the �rst paragraph.

It provides information that quali�es a claim presented in the
�rst paragraph.

If you needed any more encouragement to prioritize your understanding of
the passage�s structure when you �rst read it, this question type ought to push
you over the edge.
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42 RC: Structure-Based: Practice

Questions 131-133 refer to the following passage:

Thanks to her inclusion in Alexander Pope�s mock epic poem �The Dunciad�
as a vacuous �gure willing to write (and perhaps do) anything for �nancial
recompense, Eliza Haywood was long regarded as of marginal importance in
the literary history of the �long�18th century. Many of her best-known novels
have been described as �amatory �ction,�a genre not considered central to the
British novel tradition. Thus, until recently, even her supporters had little to
say for her style, often emphasizing the historical importance of her journalism.
A closer examination of Haywood�s novels indicates that disregarding her

�ction in such a manner would be a mistake. Even if works such as the early
�Love in Excess� and the late �The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless� did
not in�uence 19th-century novelists to the extent that more famous novels such
as Richardson�s �Pamela�and Fielding�s �Tom Jones�did, they reveal a prose
writer presenting both structural innovations and a surprisingly forward-looking
view of society. Her shifting attitudes regarding class, courtship, and marriage
are re�ected in a noticeable change from her early novels to her more mature
works, suggesting that she ought to be considered as more than a simple polemi-
cist.
In fact, as Paula Backscheider has shown, Haywood�s substantial corpus had

more of an impact on the British novel tradition than was previously suspected.
Haywood�s �Anti-Pamela,�a satire of Richardson�s didactic novel, was as widely
read as Fielding�s parody of the same, and �Betsy Thoughtless�can be seen as
the beginning of a tradition of novels of marriage, which culminated in Bronte�s
�Jane Eyre.�Most importantly, the 18th-century novel was largely concerned
with domestic issues hinging on the role of women, and Haywood�s dozens of
works are among the best representations we have of a female perspective on
such topics.

131. Which of the following best describes the function of the third
paragraph of the passage?

(A) It attempts to reconcile con�icting views presented in
the previous paragraphs.

(B) It presents examples intended to undermine the argument
presented in the second paragraph.

(C) It provides evidence that supports the position taken in
the �rst sentence of the second paragraph.

(D) It describes the importance of the works mentioned in
the second paragraph.

(E) It suggests that the claims reported in the �rst paragraph
are still valid.
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132. Which of the following best describes the relationship of the
second paragraph to the �rst paragraph?

(A) It presents contrasting explanations for a phenomenon
presented in the �rst paragraph.

(B) It discusses an exception to a general principle outlined
in the �rst paragraph.

(C) It provides an argument to counter the position described
in the �rst paragraph.

(D) It presents an example that strengthens a claim presented
in the �rst paragraph.

(E) It presents an alternative approach to understanding the
historical trends discussed in the �rst paragraph.

133. Which of the following best describes the organization of the
�rst paragraph of the passage?

(A) A viewpoint is introduced, and its historical evolution is
outlined.

(B) Opposing viewpoints are discussed, and evidence is
provided that supports one of the viewpoints.

(C) A hypothesis is described and then refuted.
(D) An alternative viewpoint is presented, and evidence is

provided to question it.
(E) An outline is presented, and then the main point of the

outline is shown to be false.
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Questions 134-135 refer to the following passage:

Since the early 1990s, cancer researchers have recognized the role of heat
shock proteins (HSPs) in �chaperoning�peptides and assisting the immune sys-
tem in its constant e¤ort to recognize and destroy diseased cells. Unlike the
many illnesses that take advantage of weakened immune systems, cancerous tu-
mors can �trick�an immune system because their cells are derived from normal
cells and thus do not elicit a response. It is the task of researchers, then, to
identify and isolate unique cancer cell antigens that are more likely to stimu-
late immune systems to take action. It turns out that members of the HSP60,
HSP70, and HSP90 families carry peptides generated within cells; when those
HSPs are taken from infected cells, the peptides they carry have similar prop-
erties and can spur an immune system into action.
In contrast to the cancer vaccines that rely on antigen-presenting peptides in

HSPs, viral vector vaccines are manufactured in the laboratory. Such a vaccine
involves manipulating a gene similar to the targeted tumor and injecting it into
the patient in an attempt to trigger the immune system to attack not only the
[manufactured cells], but also the cancerous cells already present in the body.
Both approaches rest on the assumption that each patient�s tumor is unique
and that the vaccine must be created speci�cally to induce an immune system
response. While the �rst method is better established, the second may turn
out be both more cost-e¤ective and easier to use in treating large numbers of
patients.

134. Which of the following best describes the overall content of
the second paragraph of the passage?

(A) It describes a type of treatment and compares it to
another treatment detailed in the �rst paragraph.

(B) It describes a method of vaccine production and
explains how it is inferior to the method presented
in the �rst paragraph.

(C) It o¤ers a potential solution to a problem inherent in
vaccine distribution.

(D) It provides further explanation of the mechanics of a
vaccine described in the �rst paragraph.

(E) It describes the similarities between two types of
treatments and explains why one is preferable to the
other.
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135. Which of the following best describes the function of the �rst
paragraph of the passage?

(A) It presents two opposing views that will be reconciled
in the second paragraph.

(B) It attempts to explain the importance of an approach that
is to superior to the one presented in the second
paragraph.

(C) It describes a method that utilizes a contrasting
approach to the method explained in the second
paragraph.

(D) It provides details of one approach that has been
superseded by the approach described in the second
paragraph.

(E) It suggests that a technique has the potential to save lives,
something also true of the technique mentioned in the
second paragraph.
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43 RC: Common Wrong Answer Choices

If you�ve been reading the explanations to the practice questions in this book,
you�ve seen the same phrases come up again and again when I explain why
answer choices are incorrect. That�s the purpose of this section and the next
one�to share those categories, and explain a little bit more about them. This
chapter discusses three common types of wrong answer choices, and the next
chapter covers two more trickier types.

Some of these are the same as the common wrong answer choices discussed
in the Critical Reasoning section�the wrong answer choices have even more in
common than the question types do!

O¤-Topic

Plenty of wrong answer choices, especially on scope- and inference-based
questions, are outside the scope of the passage. This, again, is why it�s so
important to understand the scope of the passage�even without having a good
idea of the correct answer to a question, you can often eliminate a choice or two.
If a scope-based question asks for the primary purpose of a passage about the
positions held by post-Keynesians, you can con�dently eliminate a choice that
refers only to neoclassical economists.

You�ll also see plenty of wrong answer choices that refer to the wrong part
of the passage. This is particularly common on inference questions, on which
you may not be able to locate the answer in one speci�c sentence. In this
case, it isn�t just the scope that can help you, it�s a good grasp of the outline
of the passage. In a competing theories passage, two consecutive paragraphs
can present very di¤erent answers to the same question through the competing
perspectives they describe. If you�re researching in the wrong place, you can
end up with a very wrong answer. The GMAT knows this, and that answer
choice is waiting for you.

Irrelevant Comparisons

This type of wrong answer choice is just as common in Reading Compre-
hension as it is in Critical Reasoning. Like o¤-topic choices, it appears most
frequently in scope- and inference-based questions. Many of those questions are
themselves about comparisons�they contrast competing theories, or the author�s
position with the one she attacks.

An irrelevant comparison is usually half-right: It compares one thing that
is within the scope of the passage to another thing that isn�t. Or, the other
half of the comparison is within the scope of the passage, but the two things
being compared never appear in the same place. Consider the post-Keynesian
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passage you�ve now seen a few times. In those two paragraphs, there are
references to neoclassical economists, traditional Keynesians, post-Keynesians,
and the classical theory of unemployment. There are a lot of ways an answer
choice can pair two of those and create an answer choice, but not all of them
were compared to one another in the passage itself.

Misplaced Detail

In the chapter on detail-based questions, I pointed out that many correct
answers will be very similar to a relevant phrase in the passage. If you �nd
something like that, it�s a good sign that you�ve identi�ed the correct answer.
However, the GMAT knows you�re looking for a detail, and it provides answer
choices that are very similar to parts of the passage that aren�t what you�re
looking for.

If you return to the practice section a few chapters back and look at any
of the detail questions, you�ll probably �nd two�sometimes three or four�wrong
answer choices that are very close to a phrase in the passage. If you understand
the relevant details, you will never fall for those choices. But as I discussed in
the science passages chapter, there will almost certainly be occasions when you
don�t understand the relevant details. In those cases, take some extra time to
identify exactly which detail the question is concerned with. Odds are many
similar details are represented among the wrong answer choices.
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44 RC: Mixed Review 1

Questions 141-145 refer to the following passage:

The best-known method of classifying living things, Linnaean taxonomy,
denotes species using a hierarchical structure, starting at the general level of
kingdom, then phyla, order, family, genus, and, �nally, species. Remarkably,
Linnaeus�s system has proven robust, despite the fact that he devised it in the
mid-1700s, long before Charles Darwin�s theory of evolution drastically altered
our understanding of the natural world. That doesn�t mean, however, that Lin-
naean taxonomy has gone unchanged in the subsequent 250 years. Most oddly,
Linnaeus began with three kingdoms, one each for plants, animals, and minerals.
Not only has the mineral grouping been eliminated, but several new kingdoms�
for bacteria, protozoans, and fungi� have been added. More seriously, the tax-
onomy has required vast numbers of additional levels of classi�cation, especially
in species-rich �elds such as entomology. Even in zoology, the categories of
�subspecies� and �morph� further delineate subgroups of individual species,
and cladistics� the classi�cation of species based on evolutionary ancestry� has
brought about a parallel hierarchy that sometimes, but certainly not always,
overlaps with the traditional Linnaean divisions. As scientists in these �elds
understand �ner-grained distinctions between groups of living things, this 250-
year-old methodology is likely to be stretched even further.

141. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) describe a scienti�c model and the ways it has
accommodated advances in its �eld

(B) discuss ways of updating a classi�cation structure
that has remained in use for too long

(C) explain the process by which a taxonomy is expanded
to re�ect new scienti�c discoveries

(D) detail the adjustments made to a traditional hierarchy
(E) report the current state of a taxonomy commonly used

in the �elds of entomology and zoology
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142. According to the passage, cladistics di¤ers from Linnaean
taxonomy in that cladistics

(A) allows for more subtle distinctions between categories
of beings

(B) rarely classi�es species in the same hierarchies that
Linnaean taxonomy does

(C) does not distinguish between the levels of �subspecies�
and �morph�

(D) includes several new kingdoms classifying life that
Linnaeus was not aware of

(E) represents hierarchies based on evolutionary relationships

143. It can be inferred that the author describes Linnaean taxonomy
as �robust�in order to emphasize which of the following?

(A) The number of levels Linnaeus included in his initial
classi�cation system

(B) The mistake Linnaeus made in considering minerals
one of his three kingdoms

(C) The di¤erence in scienti�c understanding of species
relationships before and after the discovery of the theory
of evolution

(D) The small number of scienti�c claims made in the mid-
1700s that are still in use today

(E) The many ways in which the classi�cation system has had
to be altered to accommodate scienti�c discoveries in the
250 years since

144. The passage suggests which of the following about entomology?

(A) Since the Linnaean kingdoms do not include �insect life,�
entomologists must classify species using a parallel system.

(B) It caused the addition of the category of �subspecies�
to the Linnaean system.

(C) 250 years ago, it was not even considered by Linnaeus
when he devised his initial taxonomy.

(D) It is a �eld that is better understood by relying on
cladistics-based taxonomies.

(E) The demands of classifying living beings within the �eld
have placed particular stress on the Linnaean system.
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145. Which of the following best describes the organization of
the passage?

(A) A method is described, challenges to that method are
detailed, and an alternative is o¤ered.

(B) Competing methods are presented, and challenges are
o¤ered that suggest the need for a third method.

(C) A traditional approach is described, supported with
speci�c evidence, and then rea¢ rmed.

(D) Evidence is o¤ered to support the position that a
centuries-old method ought to be replaced.

(E) After alternative approaches are described, a
reconciliation is attempted but not successful.
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45 RC: Di¢ cult Wrong Answer Choices

Once you�ve eliminated the wrong answer choices in the categories described in
the previous chapter, you�ll often be left with two choices. We all know the
feeling: You can defend both of the two choices, and you can�t �gure out how
either one of them could possibly be wrong.

On RC questions, the second- or third-best answer choice is often partially
right. However, half-right (or even three-quarters right) isn�t good enough
for GMAT Reading Comprehension. If there is anything wrong in an answer
choice, eliminate that choice. Here are two ways to categorize partially right
answers.

Strong Language

By this point in the book, I hope you�ve noticed some patterns in the tone
of GMAT RC and CR passages. With only a handful of Critical Reasoning
exceptions, these passages are not worded very strongly. Sure, an argument
can be strident now and then, but usually, claims are riddled with words like
"may," "might," and "often." In short, there aren�t many absolutes in these
passages.

If an answer choice contains an absolute, then, it�s probably wrong. For
instance, here�s choice (B) from question #123:

To a post-Keynesian, it solves all of the problems associated with
ine¢ ciencies in the labor market.

You shouldn�t have to re-read the passage, or even check the exact question,
to suspect that this one is wrong. The key word is "all"�there�s nothing in
any of these passages that "solves all of the problems" in a �eld. Words like
"every," "none," "always," and "never" should trigger the same response.

Half-and-half

On scope- and structure-based questions, many choices have two parts. One
of the many examples you�ve seen already is choice (A) from question #141:

describe a scienti�c model and the ways it has accommodated
advances in its �eld

If this choice is to be correct (which, as it turns out, it is), two things must
be true. The passage must (1) "describe a scienti�c model," and (2) describe
"the ways it has accommodated advances in its �eld." Frequently, a scope-based
question will have �ve similarly-structured choices, all of which with an "and"
in the middle. When presented with that set of choices, expect that most of
the answers will have at least one correct half. Instead of looking for reasons
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to select a choice as your answer, hunt for problems that will give you cause to
eliminate the choice.

If you spend enough time analyzing explanations, whether in this book or
in The O¢ cial Guide, you�ll probably identify more patterns of your own. As
you�ve worked through the Reading Comprehension section of this book, you�ve
learned that the content of the passages, the structure of the passages, and the
types of questions are all carefully patterned. There�s no reason to treat the
answer choices any di¤erently.
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46 RC: Mixed Review 2

Questions 151-155 refer to the following passage:

Although Chinese foreign trade under the Ming Dynasty in the 16th century
re�ected a policy of openness that exceeded any previous dynasty, the relation-
ship between the Chinese and the visiting Portuguese was a fractious one for
nearly �fty years after Rafael Perestrello completed the �rst successful European
trading voyage to China. It is a testament to how highly the Portuguese valued
the commercial potential of China that they persisted for so long: The members
of one early expedition were never permitted to reach the court of the emperor
and died in a Chinese jail; the antics of the Portuguese ambassador�s brother
fed rumors that the Portuguese were kidnapping and eating Chinese children.
Given the contemporary Chinese experience of Japanese piracy in coastal areas,
it is no surprise that authorities were skeptical of foreigners, even those who
made elaborate formal e¤orts to open trade through o¢ cial channels.
The Portuguese established a foothold by providing silver after trade with

Japan was halted, but relatively soon afterwards, most imported silver came
from Spain�s colonies in the Americas. Ultimately, this reliance on foreign silver
contributed to the demise of the Ming Dynasty, as one source after another was
a¤ected by skirmishes between Protestant European nations such as England
and the Catholic empires of Spain and Portugal. Protestant raids even shut
down tra¢ c in the Japanese silver that was brokered to China through European
powers as Japan drastically cut its own foreign trade. The resulting in�ation in
silver values, combined with the environmental e¤ects of what is now known as
the �Little Ice Age,�led to economic disaster for rural Chinese, and opened the
door for the Manchus to topple the Ming Dynasty in the early 17th century.

151. With which of the following generalization regarding the Ming
Dynasty would the author most probably agree?

(A) It was the dynasty most open to foreign trade in Chinese
history.

(B) The trade with European powers that it ultimately
accepted had an unexpected e¤ect on its fate.

(C) It could not survive without some form of interaction with
Japan.

(D) Protestant nations did more good for the long-term
security of the Ming than did Catholic powers.

(E) Its treatment of foreign visitors was frequently harsh and
often excessive in severity.
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152. The passage suggests that Ming-Japanese interaction di¤erent
from Ming-Portuguese interaction in that

(A) The initial welcome the Ming granted the Japanese was
warmer than the welcome extended to the Portuguese.

(B) The Portuguese traded goods harvested and manufactured
in its colonies while the Japanese brokered goods from
other sources.

(C) Japanese traders were often jailed, while Portuguese
visitors were accepted as visitors of the court.

(D) The Portuguese traded in child slaves, while the Japanese
mainly limited themselves to luxury goods.

(E) Japanese traders were considered illegal and unwelcome,
while the Portuguese were eventually accepted as part of
China�s economy.

153. The passage is primarily concerned with

(A) arguing that the Ming created the state of a¤airs that
led to its own demise by opening up trade with the
Portuguese

(B) explaining that religious con�icts in Europe had a major
impact in China

(C) suggesting that only European traders are important to
the economic history of the Ming Dynasty

(D) explaining that the Ming was reluctant to open trade with
Europeans, and that the decision to do so contributed to
their downfall

(E) emphasizing that the traditional Chinese isolationism has
not always been the case, and that China was better o¤
in the eras de�ned by more openness.
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154. According to the passage, the Chinese were reluctant to trade
with the Portuguese because

(A) their attempts to make o¢ cial contact with the Ming court
were thought to be insincere

(B) the climate e¤ects of the Little Ice Age limited the goods
they could o¤er in trade

(C) the visitors were rumored to be abducting Chinese children
(D) bad experiences from coastal raids conducted by the

Japanese a¤ected their views of all non-Chinese
(E) the Chinese traditionally avoided contact with outsiders,

and the strong economy in the early Ming years provided
no incentive to do otherwise

155. Which of the following, if true, would seriously undermine the
conclusion that in�ation in silver values contributed to economic
disaster for rural Chinese?

(A) The rural economy rebounded relatively soon after the
Manchus conquered China.

(B) The environmental e¤ects of the Little Ice Age meant
that the supply of necessities, such as food, was extremely
scarce at any price.

(C) Most rural Chiense in the Ming era did not use hard
currency, instead operating a highly advanced barter
economy.

(D) The famine brought about by the Little Ice Age caused
many rural Chinese to relocate to urban areas.

(E) Economic problems in Europe at this time were completely
unrelated to the price or availability of silver.
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47 Introduction to Sentence Correction

Unlike GMAT Critical Reasoning and Reading Comprehension, which are fa-
miliar question types on many standardized tests, GMAT Sentence Correction
is fairly unique. Instead of focusing on your understanding of content, it tests
your ability to identify clear, grammatically-written sentences.
In large part, GMAT Sentence Correction is a grammar test. There are

no items that explicitly ask about the names of verb tenses, and you�re not
required to diagram sentences, but those skills�if you have them already�will
come in handy.

To get a feel for what you�re up against, here�s an example question:

It is not known whether paper made from rocks will emerge as the
leading type of ecologically-friendly paper, or if, as scientists continue
to look for alternatives, another solution will become the standard.

The �ve answer choices o¤er di¤erent ways of replacing the underlined por-
tion of the sentence. Choice (A) is always exactly the same; it is the answer
that says, "The sentence is correct as written."
Usually, there are patterns in the choices. In this example, (A) and (B)

retain the word "if" at the beginning of the underlined portion, while (D), and
(E) replace it with "whether." Similarly, some of the choices keep the word
"continue," while others switch to "continued."
One of the key strategies that will help you move through Sentence Correc-

tion questions more e¢ ciently is to identify those patterns. Not only do they
help you eliminate more than one answer quickly, but they also can help you
identify mistakes in the �rst place, by seeing how groups of choices di¤er from
each other.

The Grammar

There are several grammatical areas that come up frequently on Sentence
Correction items:

verb tenses
subject/verb agreement
modi�ers
comparisons and parallelism
pronoun usage
idioms
clarity

(You might note that many of those categories match the title of the chapters
in the remainder of this section.)
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The last two aren�t really rules, and they can be the most complicated. For
that reason, they should be among your last priorities. You will never learn all
the idioms that the GMAT could test, and you�ll probably never agree 100%
with how the GMAT test-makers de�ne clarity, so better to focus on the large
chunk of Sentence Correction that is more straightforward. This concept is a
tricky one, and I�ll cover it at more length in the chapter below called "The
Hierarchy of Errors."

Especially if English is not your �rst language, idioms can be the most
di¢ cult part of Sentence Correction. As noted, you won�t learn them all. It
isn�t even worth your time to try.
However, that doesn�t mean you shouldn�t learn any. As you go through

practice questions, note those idioms that arise. A couple dozen that particu-
larly common. Some of the most important ones are highlighted in the Idioms
chapter later in this book. If you learn those, you�ll be able to handle most
of the idioms you�ll see on test day, and you won�t have spent countless hours
mastering obscure verb/preposition combinations that you are unlikely to see
on the GMAT.

Like every type of GMAT question, there are easy items and more di¢ cult
items. If you�re aiming for a higher-than-average score on the Verbal section,
you�ll need to be prepared for the trickier �avors of Sentence Correction ques-
tions. There are a few ways that SC items get harder:

Sentences get longer.
The underlined portion gets longer (sometimes including the

entire sentence).
The correct answer is less appealing.

Length is a challenge, especially since it makes patterns more di¢ cult to spot.
But with focus, longer sentences can usually be reduced to familiar problems.
The toughest problems are those where all �ve choices don�t sound very good.

While on some items, "clarity of expression" is the di¤erence between a right
answer and a wrong answer, there are other where none of the choices would
pass the "clarity of expression" test. There are many subtle errors included
in this catch-all category of "clarity of expression," or the similar category of
"rhetorical construction," and many of those are addressed in the last Sentence
Correction chapter, "Other Errors."
On these questions, four of the questions will have unambiguous grammatical

mistakes, and the �fth will not. Even if that �fth choice is wordy, or somewhat
confusingly worded, it must be right: a grammatically incorrect sentence will
always be wrong.
Don�t worry too much about di¢ cult problems at the outset: there are plenty

of fundamentals to learn, and you can get a long way toward your goal score by
mastering the basics of GMAT Sentence Correction.
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How This Section Works

The answer choices are more important in SC than in CR or RC, so we�ll
start by focusing on the strategies you can use to take advantage of them. After
that, we�ll turn to a discussion of what errors matter more than others, followed
by an overview of the parts of speech. The remaining chapters each cover one
category of grammatical mistake that the GMAT tests, presenting grammar
rules, common errors, and strategies for recognizing and resolving those errors.
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48 SC: Answer Choices

In the majority of GMAT Sentence Correction questions, the entire sentence is
not underlined. Sometimes the underlined section is just a word or two, while
in other items the underlined section can be multiple lines long. Any time the
underlined section is about three words or longer, but does not include the entire
sentence, there are two parts of the underlined section that are more important
than the rest.

The two crucial elements of the underlined portion are the beginning and
the end. Errors can turn up anywhere, but they are most likely to show up in
those two locations. There are a couple of structural reasons why that is.

Remember that SC questions were written by a person, and that person
is trying to write standardized test questions. Much as SC questions may
appear bewildering, they follow predictable patterns. Pick any question out of
the O¢ cial Guide or the practice sections of this book, and look at the beginning
and end of all �ve answer choices. It is extremely rare that all of the beginnings
or all of the ends are the same.
If the beginnings or ends were all the same, why would they underline that

part of the sentence? They�re giving you a portion to analyze, and if all �ve
choices are the same, there�s nothing to analyze there. This isn�t a guarantee
that the beginning or end is a mistake (obviously, the correct answer could be
(A)), but they are two places that you almost always have to consider.

Another reason why the errors tend to show up at the beginning and the
end is that Sentence Correction forces you to read fragments out of context.
When you read the initial sentence, you can generally follow along. Even a very
poorly constructed sentence can be understood. But when you read through the
answer choices, you are reading only a part of a sentence. To pick an example
at random:

due to their enhancement of reproduction
or survival, but that they are

Do you have any idea whether "due to" is correct, or whether "but that they
are" needs to be changed? Of course, it�s a little easier when you�ve just read
the sentence, but no matter how fresh that sentence is in your mind, you�ve also
got several other answer choices competing for attention.
In other words, the testmaker can insert a glaring error at the beginning or

end of a choice (particularly at the end) and many GMAT test-takers will miss
it.
One solution to that problem is to read through the sentence �ve times, once

with each of the answer choices. That is probably overkill�there are typically a
couple of choices you can eliminate without that much e¤ort. However, if you
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eliminate all but two or three choices, it is usually worth your while to read
through the entire sentence to check on the beginning and end.

Looking for Patterns

As I�ve noted, many of the di¤erences in the choices appear at the beginning
and end of the fragments. In addition, because of the way the choices are lined
up for you, you can use the choices to determine what the mistakes might be.
This is true whether the mistake is at the beginning, at the end, or in the middle
of the choices.
As SC items get more di¢ cult, it is tougher to tell from the initial sentence

what the mistake is. (Or if there is a mistake at all.) Many test-takers redouble
their e¤orts on the sentence, reading it three or four times in search of an error.
But because of the structure of the questions, remember that every possible

mistake is right in front of you. If there is a way the GMAT wants you to
improve the sentence, it�s in one of the answer choices. Take advantage of this!

Let�s look at an example. Here are the answer choices from one practice
question:

(A) had expected it to and its business will improve
(B) had expected and that its business would improve
(C) expected it would and that it will improve its business
(D) expected them to and its business would improve
(E) expected and that it will have improved its business

The answers�even out of the context of the sentence itself�give you plenty
to work with. Here are just some of the issues:

"had expected" or "expected?" Should the verb be past or
past perfect?

"it" or "them?"
"will improve" or "would improve?" (Or "will have improved?")
"and" or "and that?"
"expected" or "expected...to?"

As is common on GMAT Sentence Correction questions, there are multiple
errors in every wrong answer choice. You don�t need to recognize every single
one of them. In fact, as it turns out on this question, "had expected" and
"and that" are both correct, making (B) the only possible answer. There are
a lot of other ways to eliminate choices, so you don�t need to puzzle out every
grammatical possibility.
To be clear: I certainly don�t mean to suggest you need to thoroughly analyze

the choices in every SC question, or that you should look at the choices before
the sentence. There are plenty of questions on which you�ll recognize the error(s)
on the �rst read-through, and there�s no reason to change your strategy.
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Analyzing the choices, whether all �ve or just a couple of remaining choices,
is a good backup strategy. Practice it, and take the pressure o¤ of your careful
reading of the sentence.

Choice (A)

There are a lot of myths and rumors circulating about the GMAT. One
particularly persistent one is that certain answer choices occur more than others.
This is not true, and it�s particularly important to realize in Sentence Correction.
The �ve answer choices are equally distributed in the question pool. Put

another way, there are just as many (A)�s as (B)�s, (D)�s as (E)�s, etc.

That doesn�t mean you should count your answers as you go through the
test�not only would it be silly, but it would miss the point. There�s no guarantee
that your 78 GMAT questions will consist of 15 or 16 of each of the �ve choices.
But there are some useful SC tips that you can take away.

I�ve never studied it, but I suspect that if we were to track GMAT students
as they progressed from novice status to test day, we could watch them choose
more and more (A)�s in Sentence Correction. Here�s why.
Early on, you get in the habit of looking for mistakes. That�s the right way

to go about a SC question. Really, it�s one of the only ways. But it has its
dangers. If you�re looking for errors, you may �nd them even if they aren�t
there.
Thus, when you are committed to �nding an error, you�ll �nd one whether

its in the original sentence or not, and you�ll eliminate (A) without thinking too
much about it. Then, if all of the other choices are bad, you�ll choose the least
o¤ense of the remaining four answers. In the process, you�ll never pick (A).

Eventually, you see the pattern. (A) comes up just as often as any other
choice, but that doesn�t mean it�s only correct when the sentence glistens with
perfection and e¢ ciency.
For most students, the toughest SC questions are those where all of the

choices are ine¢ cient, or just clunky. The same reading skills that make you
better at Reading Comprehension and Criticial Reasoning can be harmful on
SC because you are that much more ready to eliminate a choice just because
it�s not well written.
You must realize, though, that when all of the choices are undesirable, (A) is

just as likely as the other choices to be correct. In fact, it seems to me that it�s
a little more likely than the others in those cases. Maybe that�s just mental�an
overcorrection for throwing (A) out in the �rst place�but it may be a useful way
for to keep (A) in mind even when it isn�t particularly well-phrased.

As you might have noticed, there�s a little more strategy involved in Sentence
Correction than in the other parts of the GMAT Verbal Section. In a sense,
SC is more like the GMAT Quantitative section than the other Verbal question

121
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



48. SC: ANSWER CHOICES

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

types are. The questions are shorter, the patterns are more obvious, and you
can spend a little more time with every little detail.
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49 SC: The Hierarchy of Errors

Most Sentence Correction questions are fairly clear cut. You�ll identify an error
or two in the original sentence (or you�ll �nd one by analyzing the di¤erences
in the answer choices), and you�ll be able to eliminate four choices, leaving you
with one grammatically correct choice.

However, you will occasionally come to a SC question where all of the choices
look wrong. No matter how much you practice and study grammar rules, you
will �nd yourself in this situation. When that happens, turn your focus away
from clarity and e¢ ciency. Hone in on more technical grammatical rules, such
as verb tense and parallelism. If one choice has an incorrect verb tense and
another is ine¢ cient, the �rst will never be correct, while the second could be.

In a sense, there is a hierarchy of errors. The hard-and-fast grammar
rules, like verbs and modi�ers and some idioms, automatically eliminate a choice.
Other problems are more ambiguous. Excessive wordiness and ine¢ cient ex-
pression sometimes di¤erentiate between two decent choices. In other cases,
there�s only one choice left standing after you eliminate all of the technically
wrong choices.

Fortunately for you, the hierarchy isn�t very complicated. You don�t need
to memorize a ranking of dozens of di¤erent error types. In fact, there are
exactly three categories you need to worry about.

Category 1: Technical grammar rules

These include most of what the following chapters discuss: incorrect verb
tense, subject/verb disagreement, misplaced modi�ers, lists that don�t use par-
allel construction, comparisons that don�t compare like things, and incorrect
pronoun usage. These are the sorts of things that show up in grammar books.
When you �nd an error that falls into one of these categories, it is wrong.

There�s no ambiguity�a choice that breaks one of these fundamental grammar
rules will never be right.

Category 2: Idioms and Mood

Part of the problem with idioms, as I alluded to in the previous chapter, is
that there is almost an in�nite number of idioms in English. Some of them, such
as the rule that determines using "less" and "fewer," are unambiguous. Many
more of them, like the hundreds of guidelines that pair verbs and prepositions
("concerned with," "concerned for," "concerned about") are not nearly as clear.
In the Idioms chapter below, you�ll �nd the unambiguous ones. Those generally
belong in Category 1. However, everything else belongs here. If you think
you�ve found an obscure idiom problem, you might be right...or the test might
be using another obscure idiom that you aren�t familiar with.
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The other issue in this category is the passive mood, or as it is more com-
monly known, "passive voice." In general terms, a sentence uses passive voice
when the object precedes the subject. ("John was complimented by Kim" is
passive, while "Kim complimented John" is active.) The GMAT prefers active
voice. That said, long sentences can be passive without the mood causing many
problems, and some sentences are active but are still awkward. Passive voice
just isn�t as clear-cut as the technical rules in Category 1.

When you identify an error in Category 2, you can probably eliminate the
choice, but be careful. A choice with a Category 2 error will, in rare cases, be
correct. Such a choice is correct if and only if all four of the other choices have
Category 1 errors.

Category 3: Clarity (and everything else)

If you read through the explanations in The O¢ cial Guide to GMAT Review,
you�ll �nd frustratingly vague descriptions of grammatical errors. Terms like
"clarity of expression," "elegance of expression," and "rhetorical construction"
appear again and again. Sometimes, even I don�t know what they mean, and
I�ve been studying those examples for years.
In general, those terms refer to the e¢ ciency with which a sentence is written.

All else equal, a short sentence is better than a long one. Active voice is one way
to achieve that, but sometimes it�s just a matter of rearranging phrases. The
GMAT would prefer that no sentence ever be awkward, redundant, inelegant,
or unnecessarily long.
However, lots of correct SC answers have some of those characteristics. This

occurs more often on harder questions and on items where the entire sentence
is underlined. When you encounter these Category 3 errors, be very careful:
Lots of choices with Category 3 errors end up being correct.

As with choices that contain Category 2 errors, choices with Category 3
errors could be right or wrong. It depends on the other answers. A Category 3
choice will probably be wrong more often than it is right, but it can be right�if
and only if the other four choices have Category 1 and/or Category 2 errors.

Tracking the Categories

This idea�that some answers are more wrong than others�may call to mind
one of the �rst chapters in this book. When I discussed scratchwork, espe-
cially for Critical Reasoning and Reading Comprehension, I noted the value of
a consistent system to track answer choices with.
Using these category distinctions, you�ll look at each choice in two ways.

First, you�ll see whether it must be wrong. Second, you�ll see whether it could
be wrong. To keep track, jot down "A B C D E" on your scratch paper for each
SC question. If a choice is clearly wrong, put an "X" through that choice. If a
choice might be wrong, put a "?" next to it.

124
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



49. SC: THE HIERARCHY OF ERRORS

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

Thus, at a glance, even if you think all �ve choices could be wrong, you can
look back only at those choices that earned question marks (Category 2 and 3
errors). It saves time, and keeps you focused on the choices that matter.
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50 SC: Parts of Speech

You don�t need to know anything about grammar or the parts of speech to
answer Sentence Correction questions. A little knowledge does help, though.
Many of the following chapters, which focus on the various common errors found
in SC questions, use some grammar terminology. In this chapter, I�ll introduce
you to some of the most common terms.

Nouns. A noun is a person, place, or thing. "Tom Hanks" is a noun, as is
"window." Nouns that are capitalized (such as the names of people or locations
on a map) are referred to as "proper nouns."
The most important noun-related issue on the GMAT is the distinction

between plural nouns and singular nouns. Both of the examples I gave in the
previous sentence are singular nouns�each refers to one thing. However, the
word "examples" is a plural noun. It refers to three things. Generally, plural
nouns end in "s" and singular nouns do not, but not all nouns that end in "s"
are plural (such as "Tom Hanks," which is singular), and not all plural nouns
end in "s."

Pronouns. A pronoun is a word that stands in for a noun, such as "he,"
"it," or "they." When a pronoun is used, it should be clear what it refers to.
For instance, in "The economy is strong, but it is expected to weaken," the
pronoun "it" refers to "the economy."

Adjectives. An adjective is a word that modi�es, or describes, a noun.
"Handsome," "speedy," and "thorough" are all adjectives. They almost always
appear just before a noun, as in "The handsome man," "a speedy runner," or
"thorough due diligence." In general terms, good writing does not rely too
heavily on adjectives, and you won�t see a lot of them in GMAT sentences.

Verbs. A verb is an action word, such as "jump," "examined," or "writing."
Technically, a verb can contain multiple words: "have been playing" is a verb, as
is "will pack." Verbs in English are complicated, and there are several important
GMAT-related verb issues. In fact, the entire next chapter is devoted to verbs.

Adverbs. Adjectives describe nouns, and adverbs describe (or modify)
verbs. Often adverbs end in "ly" or "ily," as in "beautifully" or "completely."
An adverb can appear right before or right after a verb, as in "That was phrased
beautifully," or "I�m completely �nished."

Prepositions. Prepositions are words that indicate relationships between
things. In the sentence "She leaned against the wall," the preposition is
"against." Some other prepositions are "above," "among," "before," "from,"
"into," "past," "toward," and "with." Note that many of these indicate physical
relationships (where one thing is located compared to another), but prepositions
can also link things in time, as in "I went to bed before nine o�clock."
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Prepositions aren�t tested explicitly on the GMAT, but they are important.
Instead of trying to memorize every possible permutation in which a preposi-
tion might appear in a sentence, focus on the precise meaning of these words.
For instance, "before" will always be used when comparing times. "Toward"
appears when one thing is moving in the direction of another. Many questions
are mistakenly considered idioms when you could answer them with a better
knowledge of exactly what the prepositions mean.

This isn�t a complete list of the parts of speech, but it does cover all of those
that will arise frequently in GMAT Sentence Correction.
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51 SC: Verbs

One of the Sentence Correction themes that I brie�y brought up in the previ-
ous chapter (and will mention again!) is precision of meaning. When you�re
confronted with a di¢ cult or complicated sentence, focus on exactly what the
words mean, and whether the sentence structure makes sense.

Generally, when we read a newspaper or memo, we give the author the
bene�t of the doubt�it�s in our best interest to �gure out what the author meant
to say, not precisely what the author did say. There is often a di¤erence. In a
Sentence Correction question, it�s reversed: We don�t want to give the sentence
the bene�t of the doubt. Just as we prod Critical Reasoning arguments for
loopholes and unstated assumptions, so we should look for imprecision and
nonsensical phrasings in SC.

This idea, of demanding precision, applies to nearly every sub-category of
Sentence Correction questions. Within the category of verbs, it is particularly
pertinent when discussing verb tenses.

You are probably familiar with the simple past, present, and future tenses:
"He wrote an essay."
"He writes an essay."
"He will write an essay."

There are two other types of tenses that are important: the progressive
tenses and the perfect tenses.

The progressive tenses describe actions that are not complete, often using
verbs that end in "ing."

"He was writing an essay."
"He is writing an essay."
"He will be writing an essay."

The perfect tenses describe an action that happened before the correspond-
ing simple tense. For instance, if you want to describe something that happened
before another event in the past tense, you should use the past perfect tense.

"Before the economy�s recent recovery, it had had made investors
nervous."

"The economy is recovering, but it has made investors nervous."
"By the time the economy recovers, it will have made investors nervous."

There is also a perfect progressive tense ("had been," "has been," "will have
been"), but you don�t need to be as concerned with that as the progressive and
the perfect. There are a few general rules regarding verb tenses:
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1. Verb tenses must make logical sense. If the meaning of the sentence
indicates the order in which two events occur, the earlier event must be described
using an earlier tense than the later event.

2. Progressive tenses are generally not desirable. Use of a progressive
tense is de�nitely a Category 3 error; you will see correct answers using progres-
sive tenses. However, just about any "ing" verbs can be improved, and often
the GMAT gives you a better option.

3. In general, perfect tenses cannot be used unless the corresponding
simple tense is also present in the sentence. For instance, it wouldn�t be gram-
matically correct to say, "The economy had been slumping." The past perfect
tense implies that it had been slumping before some other event occurred. To
be correct, the sentence needs to include something in the past tense. For
example, "The economy had been slumping before legislators passed a compre-
hensive aid package." The event described using past perfect precedes the event
described using simple past.

4. The one exception to the previous rule is present perfect. It is ac-
ceptable to use the present perfect without also describing an event using simple
present. For instance, "The economy has been slumping" could be correct.

Subject/Verb Agreement

Grammatically speaking, a "subject" is often a noun, but it sometimes en-
compasses more words. For example, "the o¢ ce" could be a subject, or "the
people who work for Citibank," or "the citizens of Bulgaria." The exact scope
of the subject depends on context.

In addition to a subject, every sentence must have a verb. For instance:
"The o¢ ce needs to be cleaned."
"The people who work for Citibank put in long hours."
"The citizens of Bulgaria are looking forward to the next election."

In each of those sentences, the verb ("needs," "put," and "are looking")
depends on whether the subject is singular or plural. "The o¢ ce" is straight-
forward: There�s only one o¢ ce. "The people who work for Citibank" is
plural�there is more than one person. "The citizens of Bulgaria" is also plural,
as there is more than one citizen.

The important thing to recognize here is that the verb doesn�t depend on
the number (singular or plural) of the nearest noun. "Are looking" is plural
because "citizens" is plural, not because of "Bulgaria," which is singular. The
GMAT constructs sentences that move the subject and verb very far away from
each other. Consider this example, which you�ll get to try in the following
practice section:
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The list of countries that quali�es for an investment-grade
(i.e., AAA, AA, or A) rating by the credit agency has been
reduced to eliminate several countries seriously a¤ected by
the recent economic downturn.

You may be able to tell that the sentence is wrong, but what are the subject
and verb? The subject is "The list," though the sentence tells you a lot more
about that list. The verb doesn�t appear until nearly twenty words later: "has
been reduced." It can be di¢ cult to determine exactly what the subject is, and
what determines whether the verb should be plural or singular. One way to
check is to keep shortening the subject until it stops making sense:

The list of countries that quali�es for an investment-grade
rating...has been reduced.

The list of countries that quali�es...has been reduced.
The list of countries...has been reduced.
The list...has been reduced.

If the meaning of the sentence is still re�ected (albeit in abbreviated form),
that �nal, shortest version of the sentence tells you what the subject is. Sim-
ilarly, you could determine the proper verb by shortening "the citizens of Bul-
garia" to "the citizens" and "the people who work for Citibank" to "the people."

The Subjunctive Mood

There are many aspects of the subjunctive mood in English, but there are
only two that will concern us here.

First, if a sentence expresses a hypothetical, use the verb "were" instead of
"was." For instance, this is correct:

If I were to apply to an MBA program, I might be accepted.

The key word is "if," which signals the hypothetical.

The other important aspect of the subjunctive is technically known as the
"mandative subjunctive," which is the proper grammatical construction when
various forms of commands are described. It addresses verbs such as "request,"
"demand," and "command."

In common usage, speakers and writers avoid the subjunctive by avoiding
those verbs altogether. Instead, they might write something like this:

"You should �nish your work."
"I think you need to decide."

In those cases, the meaning isn�t very di¤erent from "request" or "demand."
However, they can be reworded:
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"I request that you �nish your work."
"He demanded that the decision be made."

There are several details to note. First, the mandative subjunctive applies
to any tense. ("Request" is present, while "demanded" is past.) Second, the
words "should" and "need" are gone altogether. Requesting and demanding
imply that the work should be done and that the decision be made. Finally, note
in the second sentence the use of the word "be." It might feel more natural to
write, "He demanded that the decision should be made," but as I�ve pointed out,
the word "demanded" implies that it "should" be made. The word "should,"
then, is redundant.
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52 SC: Verbs: Practice

201. Less than 15 years after the patent of the direct current
system of electricity distribution by Thomas Edison, its
main competition, the alternating current method devised
by Nikola Tesla, had been adopted as the method of
sending electricity from Niagara Falls to Bu¤alo, New York.

(A) Less than 15 years after the patent of the direct current
system of electricity distribution by Thomas Edison

(B) In less than 15 years since patenting the direct current
system of electricity distribution by Thomas Edison

(C) In less than the 15 years since the direct current system
of electricity had been patented by Thomas Edison

(D) It took less than 15 years from the patent of the direct
current system of electricity by Thomas Edison

(E) It took less than the 15 years beyond when the direct
current system of electricity was patented by Thomas
Edison, and then

202. The list of countries that quali�es for an investment-grade
(i.e., AAA, AA, or A) rating by the credit agency has been
reduced to eliminate several countries seriously a¤ected by
the recent economic downturn.

(A) that quali�es for an investment-grade (i.e., AAA, AA,
or A) rating by the credit agency has been reduced to
eliminate

(B) that quali�es for the investment-grade (i.e., AAA, AA,
or A) ratings by the credit agency has been reduced
and eliminates

(C) that quali�es by an investment-grade (i.e., AAA, AA,
or A) rating for the credit agency has been reduced to
eliminate

(D) that qualify for an investment-grade (i.e., AAA, AA, or
A) rating by the credit agency has been reduced to
eliminate

(E) that qualify for earning the investment-grade (i.e., AAA,
AA, or A) ratings by the credit agency has been reduced
and eliminates
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203. The company�s chief executive, whose technological expertise,
views on the future of the industry, and decision-making style
were impressive to the managers who worked with her, was also
acknowledged as a leading strategist by many people outside
her �rm, including executives at rival companies, whose
approaches often di¤ered substantially from her own.

(A) were impressive to the managers who worked with her,
was also acknowledged as a leading strategist by many
people outside her �rm, including executives at rival
companies, whose approaches often di¤ered substantially
from

(B) impressed the managers who worked with her, also was
acknowledged as a leading strategist by many people
outside her �rm, including executives at rival companies,
whose approaches often di¤ered substantially from

(C) was impressive to the managers who worked with her, was
also acknowledged as a leading strategist by many people
outside her �rm, that included executives at rival
companies, whose approaches were di¤erent substantially
in comparison to

(D) was impressive to the managers who worked with her, also
acknowledged as a leading strategist by many people
outside her �rm, who included executives at rival
companies, the approaches of whom di¤ered substantially
when compared to

(E) were an impression to the managers who worked with her,
also was acknowledged as a leading strategist by many
people outside her �rm, including executives at rival
companies, whose approaches were often substantially
di¤erent from that of

204. The study showed that carbon dioxide emissions increased
much less in the last year than analysts had expected them to
and general pollution levels will �atten out this year.

(A) had expected them to and general pollution levels will
�atten

(B) had expected and that general pollution levels would
�atten

(C) expected they would and that general pollution levels
will be �attening

(D) expected it to and general pollution levels would
�atten

(E) expected and that general pollution levels will have
�attened
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205. Often incorrectly referred to as cross-cultural psychology,
cultural psychology, practitioners of which collect data through
ethnographic and experimental approaches, is a �eld of
psychology which assumes the idea that culture and mind are
inseparable.

(A) collect data through ethnographic and experimental
approaches, is

(B) collect data by ethnographic means and experimental
approaches to them, is

(C) use ethnographic and experimental approaches to
collect data, are

(D) approach data ethnographically and experimentally, is
(E) approach data ethnographically and experimentally

collect it, are

206. Horace Mann�s leadership methods and his areas of reform�
the separation into classes by age, the reduction of �ogging,
the establishment of state-wide school systems instead of local
districts� was as radical in his own time as it is standard for ours.

(A) was as radical in his own time as it is
(B) were as radical in his own time as they are
(C) has been as radical to his own time as they are
(D) had been as radical to his own time as it was
(E) have been as radical in his own time as

134
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



53. SC: LISTS

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

53 SC: Lists

The entire content of this chapter can be summed up in four words:
Lists must be parallel.

Let�s look at an example. Here�s a fairly straightforward sentence containing
a list:

I went to the store, stopped at the bank, and drove home.

If you really wanted to, you could break that sentence up into three shorter
sentences:

I went to the store.
I stopped at the bank.
I drove home.

Those three sentences use the same verb form, just as the three items in the
initial list do. A list is essentially an abbreviation of a set of sentences like
these three.

When you encounter a list in a GMAT Sentence Correction question, the
odds are very high that at least some of the choices test your awareness of
parallelism. For instance, a choice might read:

I went to the store, stop at the bank, and I drove home.

There are actually two di¤erent kinds of errors in that alteration. First,
"stop" is not the same tense as "went" and "drove." Almost always, the items
in a list all have a verb of some kind, so you should always check to make sure
the verbs use the same tense.

Second, the last item in the list restates the word "I." The structure of the
sentence (at least that of the �rst two items in the list) implies that "I" precedes
each item, though it is unstated for the last two. When I broke up the initial
sentence into three shorter sentences, I included that �rst "I" as the beginning
of each sentence. However, consider what results if we do the same with the
altered sentence:

I went to the store.
I stop at the bank.
I I drove home.

Clearly the third sentence is wrong! As parallelism questions get harder,
this kind of error is more common that the verb tense issue.

To check for this kind of error, identify the point at which the sentence
"branches o¤." In the case of the initial sentence, it branches o¤ after the word
"I." From there, it goes in three di¤erent directions, but all three directions
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start with the word "I." Once you�ve identi�ed that point, check and make sure
that every branch makes sense. The creation of three short sentences may have
seemed like an academic exercise, but it is an useful strategy to use on this sort
of question. On each of the questions in the following practice section, give it
a try.
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54 SC: Lists: Practice

211. The researcher, presenting his recent research that
addressed the topic of dexterousness in nonhuman primates,
demonstrated that he was challenging established opinion
concerning captive animals, comparing �termite-�shing�to
nut-cracking, and he combed the published data on tool use
in the wild.

(A) comparing �termite-�shing�to nut-cracking, and he
combed

(B) comparing �termite-�shing�to nut-cracking, and
combing

(C) was comparing �termite-�shing�to nut-cracking,
while he combed

(D) he compared �termite-�shing�to nut-cracking and
combed

(E) he was comparing �termite-�shing�to nut-cracking,
and combing

212. Translating the recently discovered Levantine tablet fragments
will increase our understanding of Imperial Aramaic, shed light
on dialect di¤erences in the fourth-century BCE, and aid research
into proto-Pahlavi writing systems.

(A) Translating the recently discovered Levantine tablet
fragments will increase our understanding of Imperial
Aramaic, shed

(B) To translate the recently discovered Levantine tablet
fragments will increase our understanding of Imperial
Aramaic, and shed

(C) Having translated the recently discovered Levantine
tablet fragments will, in increasing our understanding of
Imperial Aramaic, shed

(D) To translate the recently discovered Levantine tablet
fragments would increase our understanding of Imperial
Aramaic, shedding

(E) Translating the recently discovered Levantine tablet
fragments, increasing our understanding of Imperial
Aramaic, would be shedding
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213. In its heyday, Hull House�s founding of a public kitchen, a
sociological institution, and the schools for adults and young
children indicating Jane Addams�s desire to bene�t society in
a variety of ways, expanding women�s rights foremost among
them.

(A) the schools for adults and young children indicating
(B) founding schools for adults and young children, indicates
(C) it founded schools for adults and young children, which

indicates
(D) schools for adults and young children indicates
(E) schools that it founded for adults and young children,

indicating

214. While they protect employees from �nancial ruin, give customers
peace of mind, and encourage safety, corporate liability insurance
policies also provide cost certainty for companies that purchase it,
and, as an increasingly well-publicized perk, that make it easier
for �rms to recruit top personnel.

(A) purchase it, and, as an increasingly well-publicized perk,
that make

(B) purchase it, and an increasingly well-publicized perk, are
makers of

(C) purchase it and, as an increasingly well-publicized perk
that are making

(D) purchase it and an increasingly well-publicized perk, for
making

(E) purchase it and, as an increasingly well-publicized perk,
make
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215. Salicylate drugs such as aspirin have numerous side e¤ects,
weakening the body�s resistance to ulcers, but they are widely
used either to prevent heart attacks and blood clot formation,
to aid recovery after a heart attack, or also for relieving pain
and reducing fever.

(A) either to prevent heart attacks and blood clot formation,
to aid recovery after a heart attack, or also for relieving
pain and reducing fever

(B) either for preventing heart attacks and blood clot
formation, aid recovery after a heart attack, or for pain
relief and fever reduction

(C) to prevent heart attacks and blood clot formation, for
recovery after a heart attack, or relieving pain and
reducing fever

(D) for preventing heart attacks and blood clot formation,
to aid recovery after a heart attack, or also pain relief
and fever reduction

(E) to prevent heart attacks and blood clot formation, aid
recovery after a heart attack, or relieve pain and reduce
fever

216. Double-blind experiments at the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory,
a center where physicists study subatomic particles that travel
close to the speed of light, is designed toward controlling
scientists�preexisting expectations and toward the elimination
of �observer bias.�

(A) is designed toward controlling scientists�preexisting
expectations and toward the elimination of

(B) is designed to control the preexisting expectations of
scientists and to eliminate

(C) are designed to control scientists�preexisting
expectations and the elimination of

(D) are designed toward the control of scientists�
preexisting expectations and toward eliminating

(E) are designed toward controlling the preexisting
expectations of scientists and eliminating
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55 SC: Comparisons

Comparisons are much like lists. When two items are compared, they must
be grammatically similar. I won�t spend any more time rehashing that, since
grammatically similar lists are the entire subject of the previous chapter.

What makes comparisons di¤erent is what, precisely, is being compared.
This is an area where you need to focus on exactly what the sentence is saying�
as I�ve pointed out in earlier chapters, the more you can zero in on the precise
meaning of each phrase, the more easily you�ll �nd the correct answer.

Consider the following comparison:
"Kubla Khan," one of Coleridge�s most famous works, is superior

to William Wordsworth.

It doesn�t take much to �gure out what the writer of this sentence is trying
to say. But is it correct? The sentence compares two things: "Kubla Khan"
and "William Wordsworth." One is a poem, the other is a poet. Technically
speaking, they cannot be compared. To �x it, we can compare poems to poems,
or poets to poets:

"Kubla Khan," one of Coleridge�s most famous works, is superior
to the poetry of William Wordsworth.

Coleridge, the author of "Kubla Khan," should be considered
superior to William Wordsworth.

Coleridge, the author of "Kubla Khan," wrote poetry superior to
that of William Wordsworth.

In each of those three examples, the sentence compared two like things. In
the �rst case, it was poetry and poetry. Second, a poet and a poet. Third,
poetry and poetry. That third case is the most interesting: Often, to create
a grammatically correct comparison, the phrase "that of" comes in handy. In
this case, it stands in for "the poetry of," but since it is being compared to
"poetry," there is no need to state the word again.

Identifying Comparisons

As is the case with lists, when a comparison appears in a Sentence Correction
question, at least some of the answer choices will hinge on your awareness of that
comparison. There are several words and phrases that signal a comparison:

like / unlike
in contrast to / compared to
whereas

Of course, a comparison can be present without one of those words. The
example discussed above doesn�t have one; the only way to recognize the com-
parison is by understanding the meaning through words like "superior."

140
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



56. SC: COMPARISONS: PRACTICE

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

56 SC: Comparisons: Practice

221. Juan Trippe, the founder of Pan American Airways, because
he planned to expand his airline�s service to include
intercontinental routes, he acquired several Central and South
American airlines in order to win government contracts delivering
mail to the region.

(A) Juan Trippe, the founder of Pan American Airways,
because he planned to expand his airline�s service to
include intercontinental routes, he

(B) The expansion of his airline�s service to include
intercontinental routes was planned by Juan Trippe, the
founder of Pan American Airways, and so he

(C) Planning to expand his airline�s service to include
intercontinental routes, Juan Trippe, the founder of Pan
American Airways,

(D) Juan Trippe, the founder of Pan American Airways,
planning to expand his airline�s service to include
intercontinental routes and

(E) The founder of Pan American airways, planning to expand
his airline�s service to include intercontinental routes,
Juan Trippe
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222. In contrast to rising unemployment rates in the United States
and Canada, the Chinese unemployment rate fell by more
than ten percent due to increasing demand abroad for Chinese
goods.

(A) In contrast to rising unemployment rates in the United
States and Canada, the Chinese unemployment rate
fell by more than ten percent due to increasing demand
abroad for Chinese goods.

(B) In contrast to rising unemployment rates in the United
States and Canada, China cut its unemployment rate,
falling by more than ten percent due to increasing demand
abroad for Chinese goods.

(C) When compared with rising unemployment rates in the
United States and Canada, China cut its unemployment
rate by more than ten percent due to demand abroad
for Chinese goods that had increased.

(D) Compared with rising unemployment rates in the United
States and Canada, China cut its unemployment rate by
more than ten percent due to increasing demand abroad
for Chinese goods.

(E) Compared to rising unemployment rates in the United
States and Canada, increasing demand abroad for
Chinese goods caused China�s unemployment rate to
fall by more than ten percent.

223. Unlike many collective bargaining agreements, which insist
on treating broad classes of workers as equals, employees
at the aluminum plant are compensated based on a wide
range of criteria even if they have less than six months on the job.

(A) broad classes of workers as equals, employees at the
aluminum plant are compensated based on a wide range
of criteria

(B) broad classes of workers as equal to each other,
employees are compensated in the plant�s agreement
based on a wide range of criteria

(C) workers as classes of equals, the aluminum plant�s
agreement compensates its employees based on a wide
range of criteria

(D) broad classes of workers as equal to one another, the
aluminum plant�s agreement establishes that employees
are compensated based on a wide range of criteria

(E) broad classes of workers as equals, the aluminum plant�s
agreement establishes that employees are compensated
based on a wide range of criteria
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224. Bald eagles having straighter-edged ones, golden eagles
possess wings that are slightly raised.

(A) Bald eagles having straighter-edged ones, golden
eagles possess wings that are slightly raised.

(B) With bald eagles having straighter-edged ones,
golden eagles possess wings that are slightly raised.

(C) Whereas bald eagles have straighter-edged ones,
with golden eagles possessing wings that are slightly
raised.

(D) Golden eagles possess wings that are slightly raised,
whereas bald eagles have straighter-edged ones.

(E) Golden eagles possessing wings slightly more raised,
bald eagles have straighter-edged ones.

225. In his photographic motion studies, Thomas Eakins used a
single negative for several exposures, an approach which
favorably contrasted with that of his contemporary Eadweard
Muybridge, but did not earn him as much acclaim in his lifetime,
though opinions of his work have shifted dramatically since then.

(A) an approach which favorably contrasted with that of his
contemporary Eadweard Muybridge, but did not earn

(B) an approach that favorably contrasted with his
contemporary Eadweard Muybridge, but that did not earn

(C) an approach that favorably contrasted with that of his
contemporary Eadweard Muybridge, but did not earn

(D) an approach which favorably contrasted with that of his
contemporary Eadweard Muybridge, but did not earn

(E) an approach which favorably contrasted to that of his
contemporary Eadweard Muybridge, but did not earn for
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226. Like the telephone, the internet represented a so-called
�disruptive technology�and ultimately changed the way humans
interact with one another.

(A) Like the telephone, the internet represented
(B) Like the telephone, the internet�s representation was
(C) As the telephone, the internet represented
(D) As did the telephone, the internet�s representation was
(E) The internet represented, as the telephone,
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57 SC: Modi�ers

A modi�er is a part of a sentence like a subject or verb phrase. It can be as
short as one word�an adjective is a kind of modi�er, as is an adverb�but more
commonly on the GMAT, a modi�er is several words long.

As you might guess from the name, a modi�er tells you something about
(that is, "modi�es") some other part of the sentence. Such a phrase can come
before or after what it is modifying:

Before: "An early programming language adopted by arti�cial intelligence
researchers, Lisp is still in use today."
After: "Lisp, an early programming language adopted by arti�cial intelli-

gence researchers, is still in use today."

Both are correct. If the sentence were longer, one might be preferable for
style reasons, but as the sentences stand now, they are interchangeable.

The important thing to note about those two forms of the sentence is that, in
both cases, the modi�er ("an early programming language adopted by arti�cial
intelligence researchers") is immediately adjacent to what is being modi�ed.
If you moved the modifer to the end of the sentence, it would no longer be
grammatically correct:

Lisp is still in use today, an early programming language adopted
by arti�cial intelligence researchers.

That construction makes it sound like the modi�er is referring to "today,"
while the meaning makes it clear that the phrase is meant to modify the name
of the language, Lisp.

One more note before moving on. When a modi�er is separated from the
rest of the sentence by a pair of commas, the sentence needs to be grammatically
correct with and without that modi�er. For instance, this sentence:

"Lisp, an early programming language adopted by arti�cial
intelligence researchers, is still in use today."

also needs to be grammatically correct in this form:
"Lisp is still in use today."

In some questions, the modi�er won�t even be underlined, meaning that you
can ignore it altogether. Certainly the abbreviated sentence is easier to work
with. If you know the modi�er is correct, you can limit yourself to the shorter
phrase.
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"That" and "Which"

Many modi�ers are connected to the rest of the sentence using the words
"that" and "which." The di¤erence between them is something that confuses
more test-takers than any other grammatical issue. Here are a couple of exam-
ples of the words in action:

"Lisp, the programming language that was adopted by early
arti�cial intelligence researchers..."

"Lisp, which was an early programming language, was adopted
by arti�cial intelligence researchers..."

The biggest super�cial di¤erence between the two is the use of the comma.
Most of the time, "which" is preceded by a comma, while "that" is not.

Technically, there is a more important distinction. "That" is restrictive,
while "which" is non-restrictive. In layman�s terms, "that" is an integral part of
de�ning a subject, while "which" is providing some extra information. Consider
the examples above.

That: "...the programming language that was adopted..."
In this case, "the programming language" isn�t very speci�c. It isn�t accu-

rate to say that Lisp is "the programming language"�there are many program-
ming languages, and Lisp is just one of them. However, "that" further de�nes
the term. "...the programing language that was adopted..." tells us exactly
what programming language we�re talking about.

Which: "Lisp, which was an ..., was..."
Here, we can eliminate the entire phrase starting with "which" without losing

much. Sure, the phrase provides some information that might be useful, but it
doesn�t a¤ect the meaning of "Lisp," nor is it grammatically necessary.

Usually, checking for the comma is su¢ cient, but on more di¢ cult problems,
the more sophisticated understanding of "that" and "which" usage is necessary.
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58 SC: Modi�ers: Practice

231. Based on extant archeological evidence, each hunting
season women and men collaborated in pursuit of game
animals that would feed the tribe and that, contrary to textbook
histories, women hunting alone were not uncommon.

(A) Based on extant archeological evidence, each hunting
season women and men collaborated in pursuit of game
animals that would feed

(B) Based on extant archeological evidence, each hunting
season women and men had collaborated in pursuit of
game animals which would feed

(C) According to extant archeological evidence, each hunting
season women and men collaborated in pursuit of game
animals that would feed

(D) Extant archeological evidence indicates that each hunting
season women and men collaborated in pursuit of game
animals with which they fed

(E) Extant archeological evidence indicates each hunting
season women and men had collaborated in pursuit of
game animals for feeding

232. The typical military coup fails relatively bloodlessly, amassing
little support, collapsing within hours of its �rst public claim to
power, but, having usually gotten the full attention of a country�s
leaders, eventually, once an initial retaliation period ends, the
ideology behind the coup makes subtle inroads in the nation�s
government.

(A) support, collapsing within hours of its �rst public claim to
power, but, having usually gotten the full attention of a
country�s leaders,

(B) support, collapses within hours of its �rst public claim to
power, but with the usual full attention of a country�s
leaders gotten,

(C) support and collapsing within hours of its �rst public
claim to power, but it usually gets the full attention of a
country�s leaders, and

(D) support and collapsing within hours of its �rst public
claim to power, but with the usual full attention of a
country�s leaders, and

(E) support, collapses within hours of its �rst making a public
claim to power, but with the usual full attention of a
country�s leaders, and
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233. The gypsy moth, although it is eradicated in the northwestern
United States, it has established itself throughout the
continent and is able to defoliate over one million acres of
forest each year.

(A) The gypsy moth, although it is eradicated in the
northwestern United States, it has established itself
throughout the continent and is able to

(B) The gypsy moth, although eradicated in the northwestern
United States, it has still established itself throughout the
continent and can

(C) Although still established throughout the continent, the
gypsy moth has been eradicated in the northwestern
United States and can

(D) Although having been eradicated in the northwestern
United States, the gypsy moth has still established
itself throughout the continent and has the potential to

(E) Although eradicated in the northwestern United States,
the gypsy moth has established itself throughout the
continent and can

234. Displayed one hundred years to the day after the signing
of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1876,
residents of San Francisco witnessed electric light for the
�rst time.

(A) Displayed one hundred years to the day after the
signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4,
1876, residents of San Francisco witnessed electric
light for the �rst time.

(B) Displayed on July 4, 1876, one hundred years to the day
after the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
electric light was witnessed by residents of San
Francisco for the �rst time.

(C) Displayed on July 4, 1876, one hundred years to the
day after the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
residents of San Francisco witnessed electric light for the
�rst time.

(D) Witnessing electric light for the �rst time, the display for
residents of San Francisco on July 4, 1876 one hundred
years to the day after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

(E) Witnessing electric light for the �rst time, one hundred
years to the day after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, on July 4, 1876, the display for residents
of San Francisco took place.
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235. Nearly 20 genera of electric �sh are classi�ed in the
Mormyridae taxon, which includes 203 di¤erent species,
more than all the other taxons of electric �sh combined.

(A) Nearly 20 genera of electric �sh are classi�ed in the
Mormyridae taxon, which includes 203 di¤erent species,
more than all the other taxons of electric �sh combined.

(B) With 203 di¤erent species, that is more than all the other
taxons of electric �sh combined, the Mormyridae taxon
has nearly 20 genera of electric �sh that are classi�ed
in it.

(C) The Mormyridae taxon, with nearly 20 genera of electric
�sh are classi�ed in it, it includes more di¤erent species
than all the other taxons of electric �sh combined, 203.

(D) While nearly 20 genera of electric �sh are classi�ed in
it, the Mormyridae taxon includes 203 di¤erent species,
which is more than all the other taxons of electric �sh
combined.

(E) More than all the other taxons of electric �sh combined,
the Mormyridae taxon, with nearly 20 genera of electric
�sh classi�ed in it, includes 203 di¤erent species.
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59 SC: Pronouns

As discussed in the "parts of speech" chapter above, pronouns are words that
stand in for nouns. Pronouns include "it," "he," and "they," among others.

There are two basic rules that govern pronoun usage on the GMAT. The
�rst is relatively straightforward: the pronoun used must be correct in type and
in number.

Type: A human being is a "he" or "she," and things belonging to a
human belong to "him" or "her." An animal or inanimate object, however, is
always an "it."

Number: This is the same idea as subject/verb agreement. If a pronoun
is standing in for a singular noun, use a singular pronoun, such as "it" and "she."
If it is standing in for a plural noun, use a plural pronoun, such as "they" or
"their."

Because these �rst rules are so straightforward, make it a habit to check
every time you see a pronoun. The GMAT uses the same kind of tricks to
disguise plural and singular nouns when testing pronouns as it does when testing
subject/verb agreement.

Clarity of Reference

When a sentence uses a pronoun, it must refer to something. It wouldn�t be
correct to write, "She is driving across town," unless we knew who "she" was.

Similarly, it must be clear what, exactly, the pronoun refers to. Consider
this sentence:

"Janelle and Kiva are roommates, and she is driving across town."

In this case, "she" could refer to either of two people, but the sentence gives
us no way to know which. That isn�t correct either. It�s usually easy to spot
that error when there are multiple people named, but when the word "it" is
used, it can be much more di¢ cult to spot the various singular nouns "it" could
refer to.

None of these rules are particularly tricky, especially when compared to the
various verb tenses and some of the modi�er rules presented in the previous
chapter. For some students, that�s what causes the problem. Pronoun guide-
lines are easy to understand, but the key on the GMAT isn�t just to know the
rules, it�s to spot those occasions when they must be applied. Whenever you
see a pronoun, check for the following:

1. Is its type correct?
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2. Is its number correct?
3. Does it refer to something?
4. Is there only one thing it could refer to?

If the answer to any of those questions is "no," hunt for a better choice!
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60 SC: Pronouns: Practice

241. To protect the depleting supply of migratory bird resting and
nesting areas, state agencies are using water resources twice
as fast as their natural rate, consulting with experts prior to the
construction of new dams, and studying the e¤ects of pollution on
migratory patterns.

(A) their natural rate, consulting with experts
(B) their natural rate, experts consulted with
(C) naturally using them, consulting with experts
(D) the previous rate, consulting with experts
(E) the previous rate, a result of experts consulted with

242. The Navajo people adapted to life in captivity in New Mexico
in the second half of the nineteenth century, bringing a distinctive
weaving style with them, through which was maintained both a
livelihood and a way of preserving their traditional culture.

(A) a distinctive weaving style with them, through which
was maintained both a livelihood and

(B) a distinctive weaving style with them, and through
which maintaining both a livelihood and

(C) with them a distinctive weaving style, through which
they maintained both a livelihood and

(D) with them a distinctive weaving style, through which
maintains both a livelihood and

(E) with them a distinctive weaving style, and maintaining
through it both a livelihood and
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243. When the company released its �agship product in 1988,
they had already built a worldwide distribution system
comprising six geographical regions based on customer
demand for its existing catalogue.

(A) they had already built a worldwide distribution system
comprising six geographical regions based on customer
demand for

(B) they already had built a worldwide distribution system
comprising six geographical regions that was based
on customer demand made of

(C) they already had built a worldwide distribution system
that comprised six geographical regions based on
demand by customers for

(D) it had already built a worldwide distribution system
that comprised six geographical regions based on
customer demand for

(E) it already had built a worldwide distribution system
comprising six geographical regions being based on
customer demand it had for

244. According to project managers, the recent decrease in Project
Phoenix funding so that it was the lowest in a decade signals that
public interest in identifying sources of extraterrestrial intelligence
is waning.

(A) so that it was the lowest in a decade
(B) so that it was the lowest decade-long level
(C) to what would be the lowest in a decade
(D) to a decade-long low level
(E) to the lowest level in a decade
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245. With a recognition that there are challenges associated
with adopting new curriculum and securing additional funding,
local school boards handling teacher requests typically
encourage creative solutions that utilize existing resources.

(A) With a recognition that there are challenges
associated with adopting new curriculum and
securing additional funding

(B) Because adopting new curriculum and securing
additional funding have challenges they recognize

(C) Because of a recognition that adopting new
curriculum and securing additional funding having
challenges

(D) Recognizing the challenges associated with
adopting new curriculum and securing additional
funding

(E) Since adopting new curriculum and securing
additional funding have challenges associated with
them and they recognize it

246. Tsunami-related property damage rose 3.1 percent in the 12
months that ended in March, considerably more than it did in
the previous year.

(A) more than it did
(B) more than they did
(C) more than it was
(D) greater than
(E) greater than it was
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61 SC: Idioms

Idioms are one of the most problematic areas of study for GMAT test-takers,
especially those for whom English is not a �rst language. There are literally
thousands, even tens of thousands, of English idioms, and there is simply no
way to learn them all.

Thankfully, you have two things working in your favor. First, there are
a small number of idioms that are tested much more frequently than the rest.
I�ll discuss those in this chapter. Second, most Sentence Correction sentences
and choices have more than one error. If you don�t know an idiom, a question
might be harder than if you did, but you may still have a chance to answer it
correctly without guessing.

Before we get to the list, one more note. In addition to catalogues like the
one in this chapter, the best way to learn idioms is to do practice questions and
study explanations. There are over 100 Sentence Correction practice questions
in each of The O¢ cial Guide for GMAT Review and The O¢ cial Guide for
GMAT Verbal Review, and each one of those practice questions has an explana-
tion written by the makers of the test. Not every one includes an idiom, but if
you learn all of the idioms tested in those practice questions, you�ll know nearly
all of those that might arise on test day. Beyond that, your time is better spent
studying other parts of the exam than looking for a still longer list of idioms to
master.

Without further ado, on to the list.

Comparisons

Most of the common idioms on the GMAT have to do with comparisons.

Less and fewer. When items can be counted (such as apples or raindrops),
use "fewer." When they cannot be counted (such as courage or sand), use
"less." For example, "I have less money than you do." (Money cannot be
counted, though dollars can be.) By contrast, "I have more coins in my pocket
than you do."

Many and much. Like less and fewer, "many" refers to things that can be
counted: "I don�t have many vacation days remaining." "Much" is used when
they can�t be counted: "I don�t have much time left." (Note, again, time cannot
be counted, though days, minutes, or hours could be.)

Like and as. "Like" compares things, while "as" compares actions. For
instance, "I have a car just like yours," and "I�m driving to school tomorrow,
just as you are."
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Like and such as. "Such as" indicates an example, while "like" indicates
something similar. "This year�s team has played many important games, such
as the one last Saturday." Or: "This year�s team, like last year�s team, has
played many important games."

Either...or. Whenever the word "either" signals a comparison, the word
"or" will separate them. "They will either sell their shares this afternoon or
wait until tomorrow morning."

Neither...nor. Whenever the word "neither" signals a comparison of things,
the word "nor" will separate them. "I neither agree with his politics nor do I
appreciate his tone."

Both...and. When a pair of items is introduced with the word "both,"
the word "and" will separate them. "I cheer for both the Athletics and the
Raiders."

Less/more...than. When a a comparison is introduced using either "less" or
"more," the second item being compared is preceded with "than." An example:
"I�ve spent less time in Southeast Asia than I have in Europe."

As...as. When starting a comparison with "as," the second term must be
introduced with "as" as well. For instance, "Few poems are as powerful as
Whitman�s."

Not only...but also. When the �rst part of a comparison is introduced with
"not only," the second must start with "but." The word "also" has to be part
of the second term as well. For instance, "They not only passed the bill, but
they also did so without caving to the opposition."

Whether and if. When there are two possibilities, "whether" is appropriate.
If there is one event that might or might not happen, use "if." For instance,
"I�ll attend the party whether she is there or not." Or: "If she�ll be there, I�ll
attend the party."

A Couple of Others

Between and among. Use "between" when describing a choice of two items,
and "among" for more than two items. "It was di¢ cult to choose between the
two candidates." Or: "I had a hard time selecting a sweater from among the
many styles on sale."

Each, both, and all. "Each" is a singular subject: "Each of the members of
the legislature is an elected o¢ cial." "Both" and "all" create plural subjects:
"Both [or "All"] of the candidates are campaigning on domestic issues."
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This Is Important

I�ve said it before, but it�s worth repeating. The list here is not meant to
be exhaustive, or anything close. You can�t learn every idiom you might see
on the test, and you shouldn�t try. It is better to assume that you�ll miss a
question or two on your GMAT because of some obscure idiom than to spend a
disproportionate amount of your study time memorizing hundreds of idioms in
the hope of getting those one or two questions right. This list is important, but
if you go very far beyond it, the law of diminishing returns will severely a¤ect
your time spent learning idioms.
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62 SC: Idioms: Practice

251. Founded in 1963 at the Lincolnshire apiary of Terence Theaker,
the Bee Breeder�s Association uses DNA analysis of native strains
of honeybees along with morphometric methods for establishing
lineage of as many as, or of more than 100 bee species, including
35 subspecies of the Dark European Honeybee.

(A) for establishing lineage of as many as, or of
(B) to establish lineages of as many, or
(C) to establish the lineage of
(D) that establishes the lineages of
(E) that establishes the lineage of as many as, or

252. Having �nally molli�ed the opposition leadership by granting
it a seat in the new government, it must now be ascertained by
the president�s advisors how the country can both expand
foreign trade and work e¤ectively toward peace in the region,
which they were unable to do in the past.

(A) it must now be ascertained by the president�s advisors
how the country can both expand foreign trade and work
e¤ectively toward peace in the region, which they were
unable to do in the past

(B) it must now be ascertained by the president�s advisors
how the country can both expand foreign trade and must
work e¤ectively toward peace, which they were unable
to do in the past in the region

(C) the president�s advisors must now ascertain both how
the country can expand foreign trade and work
e¤ectively toward peace in the region, which they were
unable to do in the past

(D) the president�s advisors must now ascertain how the
country can both expand foreign trade and work
e¤ectively toward peace in the region, which they
were unable to do in the past

(E) the president�s advisors must now ascertain how the
country can both expand foreign trade and also how to
make it work more e¤ectively than in the past toward
peace in the region
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253. Rejecting the limitations of the acoustic instruments used in
traditional bluegrass music, upright bass player Ebo Walker
and his band decided of including electronic instruments in
bluegrass so that it could continue to expand its boundaries to
accommodate �fusion�styles in�uenced by genres such as jazz
and rock.

(A) of including electronic instruments in bluegrass so
that it could continue to expand

(B) that electronic instruments should be included in
bluegrass, and that it expanded

(C) about the importance of electronic instruments
included in bluegrass while expanding

(D) that electronic instruments could be included in
bluegrass, which has continued to expand

(E) of the inclusion of electronic instruments being in
bluegrass and expand

254. The personal reminiscences of many personal acquaintances
and business associates support the notion of there being
many women who were signi�cant �gures in Andrew Carnegie�s
formative years.

(A) of there being many women who were signi�cant �gures
(B) of there being many women who signi�cantly �gured
(C) of many women who signi�cantly �gured
(D) that there were many women who signi�cantly �gured
(E) that there were many women of �gurative signi�cance

255. A recent biography suggests that until Tolstoy published War
and Peace, he did not have, or seem likely to develop, a
reputation as an important novelist.

(A) or
(B) nor
(C) or did
(D) nor did he
(E) nor did he not
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63 SC: Other Errors

Many of the errors that fall into this �nal chapter were brie�y discussed in the
chapter above that discussed the hierarchy of errors. These remaining topics are
all Category 2 and Category 3 errors�that is, they don�t automatically disqualify
an answer choice. Instead, they are "tie-breakers" of sorts, ways to choose
between a pair of possible answers when neither of them is very attractive.

Passive Voice

Every sentence has a subject, and most sentences have an object as well.
An object is a second noun (or phrase, like "the citizens of Bulgaria") that
the subject acts on. In the sentence, "The citizens of Bulgaria will vote in
the election," the subject is "The citizens of Bulgaria" and the object is "the
election."
That example is structured in "active voice" because the subject comes �rst.

The subject acts on the object, rather than the other way around. The term
"passive voice" refers to sentence structures in which the object in presented
�rst, such as, "The election will be voted in by the citizens of Bulgaria."
Usually, sentences using passive voice require a few extra words, and they

don�t sound as forceful. For this reason, the GMAT prefers active voice.

Punctuation

I have never seen a GMAT Sentence Correction question that hinges entirely
on punctuation usage, but there are occasional questions with punctuation mis-
takes. In those cases, there are other grammatical errors that help you identify
the correct answer, but if you know some basic punctuation rules, you will have
an edge.

1. ", and." If two phrases are separated by the word "and," and the
word "and" is preceded by a comma, the two phrases must both be complete
sentences. For instance, "He is awake, and he is ready to go," is correct, but
"He is awake, and ready to go" is incorrect. The latter example would only be
correct if the comma were removed. The same rule applies to the word "but"
instead of "and."

2. Semi-colon usage. There are two forms of acceptable semi-colon us-
age. If a list contains an item that includes a comma, the items in the list
should be separated by semi-colons. For instance, "He traveled with three
pieces of luggage: a garment bag; a small du¤el; and a briefcase, in which he
kept his important papers." The semi-colon usage is only correct because the
third item in that list includes a comma. Otherwise, the list items should be
separated with commas.
The other acceptable form is to separate two phrases that are complete

sentences. This is rare, but I have seen it on the occasional GMAT practice
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question. An example of proper usage would be, "He is awake; he�s ready to
go." As long as what precedes the semi-colon and what follows the semi-colon
are both complete sentences, it is correct.

Everything Else

As I mentioned in the chapter above on the hierarchy of errors, the GMAT
likes e¢ ciency. All else equal, it prefers brevity. If you have eliminated all
but two choices and have absolutely no idea how to eliminate one more, it�s
generally a good bet to select the shorter of the two answers.

Ultimately, there are no hard and fast rules when it comes to style issues like
awkwardness, sentence construction, and e¢ ciency. The best way to understand
what the GMAT is looking for is to examine a lot of realistic practice questions.
As I noted in the idioms chapter, the makers of the GMAT have published
hundreds of Sentence Correction questions, all of which went through the same
editors who determine what you will see on your exam. Take advantage of
those questions.

There is a distinct tone to GMAT Sentence Correction questions, and it is
one that many test-prep providers have not succeeded in capturing. It is vastly
better to spend your time with SC questions from The O¢ cial Guide than SC
practice questions from a Kaplan or Manhattan GMAT book. The general
grammar issues will be correct no matter which resources you use, but only in
retired GMAT questions will you be constantly exposed to the tone of the "real
thing."

Analyze as many realistic practice questions as you can, and carefully read
the explanations, as well. By the time you take your GMAT, many of the rules
in the preceding chapters will be internalized, so you won�t have to consciously
go through my four-point pronoun checklist, or think about Category 1, 2, and
3 errors. You�ll probably never correctly answer every SC question you see, but
with the skills and strategies discussed in this section, you can get close.
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64 SC: Other: Practice

261. Arti�cial Intelligence researchers have designed interactive
�bots�that emulate human conversation, and task management
has been automated as well, whether it be for technology
professionals or also for computer users with no knowledge
of the �eld.

(A) human conversation, and task management has been
automated as well, whether it be for technology
professionals or

(B) human conversation, automating task management
as well, both for technology professionals but

(C) human conversation and also automating task
management, for technology professionals and

(D) human conversation and they automate task
management, whether it be for technology
professionals or

(E) human conversation and automate task management,
not only for technology professionals but

262. Trade analysts are devising a number of models that can
isolate causes of economic ine¢ ciency, to which they will
then generate solutions; their aim is mainly creating a system
that will encourage unrestricted international trade.

(A) economic ine¢ ciency, to which they will then generate
solutions; their aim is mainly creating

(B) economic ine¢ ciency, then generating solutions to
them; mainly to create

(C) economic ine¢ ciency and then generate solutions
to them; the analysts�main aim is to create

(D) economic ine¢ ciency as well as generating solutions
to them; their main aim is creation of

(E) economic ine¢ ciency and generating solutions to
them; mainly, the analysts�aim is creating
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263. Even though the poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins is best
known for its con�uence of religious and erotic imagery,
some critics say that it is most remarkable for its extensive
use of rhetorical devices such as alliteration, assonance,
onomatopoeia and internal rhyme that pointed the way for
free verse, even apparently dissimilar poets such as Jack
Kerouac.

(A) pointed the way for free verse, even
(B) pointed the way to free verse, even by
(C) points to free verse, so even by
(D) pointed the way to free verse, even the work of
(E) points for free verse, even the work of

264. Although concerned with the number of venomous copperhead
snakes he encountered on his trek, the traveler recognized
dangers posed by this sort of snake as far less than they
typically are for more mundane matters, such as hydration.

(A) dangers posed by this sort of snake as far less than
they typically are for more mundane matters, such as
hydration

(B) dangers posed by this sort of snake as being far less
than what the dangers typically are for more mundane
matters, such as those like hydration

(C) dangers typically being posed by this sort of snake to
be far less as they typically are for more mundane
matters, like hydration

(D) that the dangers posed by this sort of snake were far
less than the dangers typically posed by more mundane
matters, such as hydration, are

(E) that the dangers posed by this sort of snake were far less
than those associated with more mundane matters, such
as hydration
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265. When testing the inactivated poliovirus vaccine that was
licensed for a mass vaccination campaign in the United
States in 1955, combined in it by the vaccine�s creator,
Jonas Salk, were three wild, virulent reference strains.

(A) When testing the inactivated poliovirus vaccine that
was licensed for a mass vaccination campaign in the
United States in 1955, combined in it by the vaccine�s
creator, Jonas Salk, were three wild, virulent reference
strains.

(B) Combining three wild, virulent reference strains, a test of
the inactivated poliovirus vaccine that was licensed for a
mass vaccination campaign in the United States in 1955
that Jonas Salk created.

(C) When the inactivated poliovirus vaccine created by Jonas
Salk was licensed for a mass vaccination campaign in the
United States in 1955, three wild, virulent reference strains
had been combined in it.

(D) Three wild, virulent reference strains, combined in Jonas
Salk�s test of the inactivated poliovirus vaccine in 1955,
that was licensed for a mass vaccination campaign.

(E) When Jonas Salk tested the inactivated poliovirus vaccine
that was licensed for a mass vaccination campaign in the
United States in 1955, he combined in it three wild,
virulent reference strains.

266. Three newly-formed democracies received diplomatic
recognition from Great Britain this year, bringing to 11 the
number of countries so recognized since the current
administration came to power.

(A) bringing
(B) and brings
(C) and it brings
(D) and it brought
(E) and brought
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65 Further Resources

The GMAC, the organization that administers the GMAT, has done you a favor.
Two books�The O¢ cial Guide for GMAT Review, and The O¢ cial Guide for
GMAT Verbal Review�contain hundreds of practice verbal questions, written
by the makers of the test. There are dozens, maybe even hundreds of other
sources for practice material, but there�s no need to use anything other than
these two.

Between these two books, you have over 600 practice verbal questions (along
with explanations, also written by the makers of the test) at your disposal. The
most successful GMAT students take full advantage of those, both studying the
details in the explanations and absorbing the unique tone of the questions. They
won�t show you every possible permutation of a test item you might encounter
on the GMAT itself, but they�ll get close.
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66 Explanations: CR: Assumption

1. A
In assumption questions, look for terms that change from the evidence to

the conclusion. In this passage, we�re told that �the number of customers who
had FoodCards was about the same,� then the passage concludes that �the
number of Palmonters taking advantage of special discounts�did not increase.
That shift signals what the assumption will probably be: The argument assumes
that the number of customers taking advantage of special discounts is directly
correlated to the number of customers who had FoodCards.
Of course, the correct choice won�t be worded exactly like that. Choice (A)

does provide a link between the evidence and conclusion. The change mentioned
in the passage is the increased number of locations, but (A) tells us that those
additional locations had little e¤ect on the customers who had FoodCards. In
other words, there�s no reason why more customers could take advantage of the
discounts, so this applies to the shift in the argument.
Choice (B) is not relevant, since the passage is about people who do have

FoodCards. (C) is also o¤-topic, as the pro�t margin of the store isn�t the sub-
ject to the passage. (D) is similar to (B): we�re concerned about the customers
who do have FoodCards. (E) addresses the types of discounts, not the number
of customers taking advantage of them. (A) is correct.

2. C
In an assumption question, there is usually some shift from the evidence to

the conclusion. In the background information, we know that the large number
of policies and large number of those associated with luxury cars, coupled with
the luxury car theft rate, means that if no more policies are sold to owners of
luxury cars, fewer theft claims will be submitted. This is a fairly typical type
of shift: if the argument is true, the situation last year must stay the same.
There�s no guarantee, however, that that is the case.
Choice (A) re�ects something that stays the same from year to year, but it

doesn�t apply directly to the argument. It doesn�t matter which type of car is
stolen more frequently, just that the relative number of luxury and non-luxury
thefts stay the same. (B), again, is something that stays the same, but it doesn�t
take into account any possible new policies sold this year.
Choice (C) is better. The high number of claims last year was due to the

rate of luxury car theft; without that number, the record would not have been
set. If the number of non-luxury thefts does not go up by much, and no more
policies are sold to owners of luxury cars, fewer claims will be submitted this
year. (D) is irrelevant: we�re concerned with theft claims, not recovery. (E) is
another o¤-topic comparison, as we�re only concerned with the number of thefts
of cars belonging to policyholders. (C) is the best choice.

3. B
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Any argument concluding that pro�ts are increased or decreased hinges on
two things: a change (or lack thereof) in revenues and a change (or lack thereof)
in costs. This argument provides evidence that more tenants stay, suggesting
that revenues are higher for the management company thanks to the new em-
ployee. However, there is a shift from the evidence to the conclusion� just
because the revenues are up doesn�t mean pro�ts are up as well.
Choice (A) may ultimately contribute to higher revenue, but we don�t know

the connection between tenant satisfaction and revenue. (B) addresses both
costs and revenues, by telling us that the increased costs of the new strategy
are not as high as the �nancial bene�ts that the strategy brings about.
Choice (C) is irrelevant, as it doesn�t matter why the employee was hired.

(D) suggests that the new employee may have made a di¤erence, but it doesn�t
address the cost of the employee or other aspects of the strategy. (E) addresses
costs and revenue, but not as thoroughly as does (B). (E) doesn�t mention the
cost of the new employee, or other costs of �nding new tenants. Choice (B) is
correct.
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67 Explanations: CR: Strengthen

11. B
The phrase �further evidence. . . achieve its goal,� tells us we�re looking at

a strengthen question. The argument already tells us that MP Tech�s strategy
costs about the same as its previous approach, so we�re looking for further
validation.
Choice (A) weakens the argument a bit. Phone support isn�t covered in the

passage, but it probably isn�t a good thing to make providing phone support less
economical. If anything, it certainly doesn�t strengthen the argument. (B) tells
us that relying on customers (rather than shipping customers) keeps machines
safe in transit, which is a concern mentioned in the passage. It�s on-topic, and
it strengthens the argument.
Choice (C) is irrelevant, comparing MP Tech technicians to technicians who

might not need special training. (D) is another irrelevant comparison to other
brands; the passage compares the previous MP Tech strategy to the current
one. (E) seems neutral; if many of the technicians are the same, regardless of
location, there is no change in the quality of service. Choice (B) is correct.

12. A
The phrase �strongest support�signals a strengthen question. The argument

explains that taxes will keep companies from growing past a certain size (500
employees), but that the tax will end up having a somewhat paradoxical e¤ect
of adding jobs.
Choice (A) explains how that might happen. The tax will lead to money for

small companies, which will hire employees, and will do so �at a faster rate than
large companies.�That would seem to address the paradox. (B) doesn�t matter,
as it doesn�t address job growth. (C)� like most choices that say something will
stay the same, or has no e¤ect� is incorrect. We need a reason why something
will create job growth to outweigh the loss created by the tax, and something
static won�t accomplish that.
Choice (D) tells us why some jobs won�t be lost, but we need a reason why

jobs will be gained in addition to that. (E), like (C), addresses something in the
present that sounds consistent. However, we need to �nd out something that
will change, preferably due to the tax that creates this paradox. Choice (A) is
correct.

13. E
In this strengthen question, we need some additional reason why emissions

cause more pollution in the river than pesticides do.
Choice (A) compares emissions in the Ellenville River to emissions in other

rivers, which isn�t the comparison we�re concerned with. (B) tells us some-
thing about the pesticide pollution, but nothing about emissions. (C) covers
emissions, but not pesticide pollution.
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Choice (D) gives us a reason we might not be able to draw a conclusion;
that certainly doesn�t strengthen the argument. (It doesn�t really weaken the
argument either; it has no e¤ect.) (E), �nally, gives us a comparison between the
two forms of pollution, and explains why there may be more emissions-related
pollution. At the very least, the e¤ects of that pollution are more noticeable.
Choice (E) is correct.

14. C
This strengthen question has a passage with a clear argument based on

causality. It claims that the controversial program led to advertisers ending
their association with the network. In EXCEPT questions, remember that the
correct answer might not be the opposite of a strengthen answer (a �weaken�
answer); it might be an answer that has no e¤ect.
Choice (A) strengthens the argument. If the advertisers have strong political

opinions, that is one reason they might not want to support a network that
broadcasts a controversial political program. (B) also strengthens the argument,
as another network saw the same causal e¤ect. Choice (C) does not strengthen
the argument; the argument is based on revenue losses due to advertisers leaving,
not advertisers reducing how much they advertise.
Choice (D) suggests that if the network hadn�t broadcast the controversial

program, it wouldn�t have lost the revenue, which strengthens the argument.
(E) strengthens the argument as well, by eliminating one possible alternative
explanation for the loss in the revenue. Choice (C) is correct.
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68 Explanations: CR: Weaken

21. C
The phrase �most threatens�indicates that this is a weaken question. The

underlying assumption, much like the assumption in many �plan�questions, is
that the plan will have the desired e¤ect: modern gates and reduced rates at
Carnigan will bring back more airlines. We�re looking for some reason why the
improvements at Carnigan won�t have that e¤ect.
Choice (A) is possible, though doubtful; leases might keep airlines from

moving back, but there is no speci�c timetable mentioned in the question, and
for all we know, those long-term leases may be about to run out. (B) is an
irrelevant comparison, between the rates on older and newer gates at Carnigan.
(C) looks good: If airline customers don�t want to deal with Carnigan, airlines
have a good reason not to relocate there, despite the advantages set forth by
the planners at Carnigan.
Choice (D) is another irrelevant comparison: It doesn�t matter whether air-

ports serve more than one airport. If anything, the fact that each airport �ies
out of one location makes the plan more likely to succeed, since there are many
airlines with no presence at Carnigan. Choice (E) is yet another irrelevant com-
parison; the size of the airport has no e¤ect (that we know about, anyway) on
business moving from one airport to another. Choice (C) is correct.

22. D
�Strongly argues�makes this sound like a strengthen question, but the word

�ine¤ective�tells you we�re looking to weaken the proposal. Since the passage is
broken up like this, it�s worth trying to paraphrase the �argument.�Basically:
�The volcano may erupt, which might make tourists skittish, but we want to
keep tourists coming, so we should advertise that the area is still safe.�
Choice (A) strengthens the argument by providing a solid reason for the

advertisements. (B) is irrelevant, as there is no mention on whether tourists
visit those areas when volcanoes are likely to erupt, and what prompts them to
do so. (C) is also irrelevant, as we don�t know whether the safety issues extend
to tourists who are not on the mountain itself.
Choice (D) explains why advertising may not be a good idea. If they aren�t

aware of the safety issues, they won�t stay away; if the advertisements make them
aware of the safety issues, they may still come, but they certainly wouldn�t be
more likely to do so. (E) is irrelevant, as the argument has nothing to do with
cost. Choice (D) is correct.

23. C
The phrase �vulnerable to criticism�tells us we�re looking at a weaken ques-

tion. The argument claims that Satellex would make their present subscribers
happier, and perhaps keep them for longer periods of time, if they added talk
radio stations.
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Choice (A) suggests it would be easy to attract talk radio hosts, which isn�t
really relevant, but might slightly strengthen the argument. (B) is also o¤-
topic; you could make an argument that, because talk radio is usually free,
people wouldn�t pay for it, but that requires a lot of thinking beyond the scope
of the passage. (C) addresses the issue of �pro�ts�by pointing out that adding
talk radio stations would increase costs, and perhaps not increase revenues very
much.
Choice (D) is an irrelevant comparison; we don�t know that it matters how

long listeners spend on any given station. (E) suggests that Satellex�s music
station quality would go down if talk radio were added, but that may not have
a direct impact on pro�ts, which is what we�re concerned with. Choice (C) is
correct.

24. D
The argument suggests that founders can make poor hiring decisions, while

the question wonders why it would be a mistake for those same founders to
outsource the same hiring decisions. This is a ��aw�question, which is closely
related to a weaken question.
Choice (A) doesn�t weaken the argument, it has no e¤ect. (B) simply reit-

erates some of what is said in the passage� founders aren�t necessarily good at
making hiring decisions. (C) is an irrelevant comparison. We�re concerned with
�good matches,�not the amount of time it takes to make decisions.
Choice (D) weakens the argument. The assumption underlying the plan is

that �rms that handle hiring would not have the same problems as founders.
(D) suggests that they do. Choice (E), like (C), is irrelevant, as the passage is
not concerned with salary, only with the quality of the match. Choice (D) is
correct.
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31. D
As with most explanation questions, there is something of a paradox in the

passage. The SM Mall of Asia has a negative e¤ect on other super-malls, but a
positive e¤ect on small businesses. There must be some di¤erence in the e¤ect
it has on these two types of businesses, so look for that sort of thing in the
answer choices.
There isn�t any distinction in (A): it doesn�t tell us what sort of shopping

opportunities tourists seek out. (B) would seem to contradict the passage: if
locations are chosen to avoid competition, there is less of a reason why the
SM Mall of Asia would threaten the viability of other super-malls. (C) tells us
something speci�c about the SM Mall of Asia, but not anything that tells us
about other malls or small businesses.
Choice (D) gives us a reason why all businesses might bene�t� an increased

number of weekend tourists� and a reason why other super-malls might not�
that the tourists only visit one super-mall. This would explain the di¤erence.
(E) gives us a di¤erence between the SM Mall of Asia and other super-malls,
but no hint on the e¤ect the mall might have on small businesses. Choice (D)
is correct.

32. A
The discrepancy is that while �rst-year employees assigned to rural areas

�nd it harder to reach their sales target (which is one of the factors considered
when deciding who gets a raise), these employees are more likely to get raises.
Note that the passage mentions �satisfactory reviews�as another factor in the
decision; it�s no accident that the GMAT includes a phrase like that even if it
doesn�t factor in the following sentence.
Choice (A) takes the �satisfactory reviews� into account, and explains the

discrepancy. If the only factor in deciding who got a raise was whether or
not the employee met the sales target, there would be no way to explain the
discrepancy, so we need to look to the other factor, which this choice does. (B)
is an irrelevant comparison, since this question is about only those employees
working for Allied.
Choice (C) doesn�t address the comparison between employees assigned to

rural regions and non-rural regions. (D) has the same problem; this applies
to all �rst-year employees. (E) addresses the right comparison (rural regions
compared to non-rural regions) but doesn�t explain how more sales per customer
might lead to more raises. Choice (A) is correct.

33. B
This explanation question doesn�t have an obvious discrepancy in the passage

(as many do), so it�s important to focus on what needs to be di¤erentiated. The
weakness of the currency must have a positive e¤ect on �rms with more clients
outside of Saradia and a di¤erent e¤ect on those with fewer.
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Choice (A) is irrelevant, and while we�re at it, (D) is too. We�re concerned
only with how the currency a¤ects companies inside Saradia, and neither choice
provides any information why that might be so. Choice (B) is much better.
We know the Sarade is weak, so this choice is pertinent; it further explains
that goods sold by Saradian �rms would be inexpensive (i.e., more desirable) to
buyers in countries with stronger currencies. That explains why the di¤erence
is between companies that do more and less business outside of Saradia.
Choice (C) explains an e¤ect of the currency weakness, but not one that

would a¤ect some Saradian �rms but not others. Choice (E) doesn�t explain
anything, except for eliminating the possibility that �rms were somehow making
decisions because of their inclusion in the study. Choice (B) is correct.

34. A
The passage and question of this explanation question comprise something of

a paradox: SimInc has chosen to make a substantial �nancial outlay in additional
training, yet it will ultimately save money. We need some information regarding
how that money will be saved.
Choice (A) explains it. If hiring pre-trained graduates is more expensive than

providing training to non-trained graduates, the cost of the training program
is made up in the more inexpensive hiring choices. (B) is o¤-topic, as we�re
focused on �nance graduates. This choice might be more relevant if we knew
that all graduates were becoming more di¢ cult to hire, but the choice is not
that broad.
Choice (C), if anything, weakens the argument. However, it makes sense� if

all the new hires are in training, productivity will go down until their training
is completed. It doesn�t address the �nancial aspects, though. (D) also doesn�t
address how SimInc saves money. (E) covers one way in which the plan would
back�re, but it doesn�t explain how the plan will save them money, only how the
contracts would prevent them from losing more money. Choice (A) is correct.
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41. B
This is an evidence question� very similar to a strengthen question. Basi-

cally, the correct answer will �ll a gap (like an assumption) left by the passage.
The plan is that hiring philosophy professors will lead to more students choosing
Inagua College because of the demand for philosophy courses.
Choice (A) is o¤-topic, as it doesn�t matter how many students are awarded

doctorates. We�re concerned with students entering the college, not leaving it.
(B) is very relevant. The argument is based on the idea that the plan will
a¤ect students�choices, but there is no evidence in the passage that it will do
so. (Perhaps students develop an interest in philosophy after arriving.) This
addresses the main weakness of the plan.
Choice (C) is too broad: we�re focused on philosophy only. (D) is o¤-topic;

the plan isn�t concerned with meeting all student needs, it�s about attracting
more students in the �rst place. (E) is an irrelevant comparison. The demand
described in the passage isn�t for philosophy courses taught by highly-rated
professors, it is for philosophy courses. Choice (B) is correct.

42. E
This is an evidence question, so we�re looking for answer that addresses an

unstated assumption in the passage. The argument is that, because airlines are
accountable to their customers, they will follow safety procedures comparable
to those followed by the government-mandated ones.
Choice (A) is irrelevant: we�re concerned with whether the safety procedures

would be as thorough, not how much they would cost. (B) is another irrelevant
comparison, as we�re concerned only with the e¤ect of the shift in Guravia. (C)
might sound tempting, but it doesn�t matter who does the work, it matters what
standards are set by the organization (the government, or the airlines) who are
accountable for it.
Choice (D) is somewhat supported by the passage, but this isn�t an inference

question. We�re looking for evidence to close a loophole in the argument. Choice
(E) is what we�re looking for. The argument claims that customers will hold
airlines accountable, but if there is no way to know which airlines are following
safety procedures, the argument would fall apart. Choice (E) is correct.
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51. D
The phrase �most strongly supports�indicates an inference question. It�s not

explicitly an explanation or paradox question, but the passage does have a bit
of a discrepancy, between the employment �gures in the two regions compared
to the di¤erent population �gures in the two regions.
Choice (A) assumes too much� there may well be enough people in the north

to sta¤ tourism-related companies. Beyond that, even if it weren�t true, there�s
no reason the outside recruiting would have to take place in the south. (B) is
only true if oil and tourism are the only two industries. Just because they are
the largest doesn�t mean they are the only ones; they could actually represent
a small portion of the economy. (C) explains how more people in the south
might be related to the oil industry, but there�s no support for this. We don�t
know that re�neries (or other oil-related companies) are in the south, or even
in Frobnia at all.
Choice (D) is our answer. We know that more than one-third of working

Frobnians work in the tourism industry (which is in the north), while less than
one-sixth work in the oil �elds (in the south). Thus, a higher proportion of
Frobnians work for either tourism or oil in the north than for tourism or oil in
the south. (E) is a huge leap, and out of the scope of the passage. We have
no idea whether tourists also visit the south. The passage is concerned with
employment numbers. Choice (D) is correct.

52. A
We�re looking for a logical inference. All of the information given focuses on

the sort of business that hire drivers directly instead of contracting transporta-
tion to outside �rms. The logical conclusion will probably have something to
do with that comparison.
Choice (A) is a logical conclusion. The only di¤erence between �rms that

sell perishable food items and non-perishable food items is that the former must
have their items �delivered in a timely manner.�If such �rms are so much more
likely to hire drivers directly, the timeliness required seems to have at least
something to do with the decision.
Choice (B) is not based on the information given, since there is nothing in

the passage about costs. (C) is irrelevant, as the customers or suppliers of the
businesses mentioned do not arise in the discussion. (D) may be tempting, but
all we know is that more �rms that transport food items opt to hire their own
drivers. If 90% of transported goods are food items, a small percentage of that
would still be greater than all of the non-food items put together. (E) is much
too precise to be supported by a passage with no �rm numbers. (A) is correct.

53. C
The phrase �most strongly supported� indicates that this is an inference

question. Note the careful wording in the passage: �may be just as high�and

175
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



71. EXPLANATIONS: CR: INFERENCE

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

�may be contributing.� Given language like that, the wording of the correct
answer will probably not be very strong.
Choice (A) is too extreme. We know that the research was done near Tas-

mania, but not the speci�c results of that result as regards the species that live
there. (B) confuses the issue. It sounds like systematic sampling is how marine
species are measured, but we don�t know if it applies to non-marine species, as
well.
Choice (C) is well supported. The rate of extinction of marine species is

disguised by the lack of systematic sampling, so it makes sense that more sys-
tematic sampling would provide more evidence of species extinction. (D) is an
unsupported comparison, as we aren�t given any data comparing Tasmania to
other areas. (E) is far outside the scope of the passage. The statements don�t
provide any information about how the rate of extinction would be slowed, es-
pecially relative to that of non-marine species. Choice (C) is correct.
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61. A
While this isn�t an explanation or paradox question, you�re looking for a

similar kind of answer. The word �nevertheless�tells you that the �nal sentence
represents something that contrasts with the previous sentence. Somehow, a
smaller system can result in a higher yield despite its size. One answer will
explain how.
Choice (A) seems to do just that. If bacteria can destroy the algae, that�s

quite the threat; if a greenhouse can prevent that attack, that would seem to
result in a higher yield. (Certainly higher than zero!) (B) o¤ers a di¤erence
between greenhouse and no-greenhouse, but we don�t know whether �frequent
genetic mutations�are good or bad for the algae yield. (C) doesn�t address the
issue at all; it doesn�t provide a contrast to the previous sentence.
Choice (D) is an irrelevant comparison; the passage doesn�t include a mention

of a photobioreactor, and we don�t know that preserving threatened types of
algae is the same as resulting in a higher yield. (E) is also irrelevant. We don�t
know whether limiting cultivation to one species results in a higher yield, a lower
yield, or has no e¤ect. Choice (A) is correct.

62. E
If you know the word �silvicultural,�you�ll �nd this question easier than if

you don�t, but the question is designed to be handled by someone who has never
seen the word before. The passage sets up a contrast between �silvicultural�
and �commercial,� so it�s a safe bet that �silvicultural�means something like
the opposite of commercial. In this context, �for environmental purposes� is a
workable de�nition.
We�re looking for the answer choice that gives us a good reason why com-

mercial clearcutting is not as extensive (not �removing nearly every tree�)
even though silvicultural (say, �environmentally friendly�) clearcutting is. (A)
doesn�t follow through with the contrast between silvicultural and commercial�
it makes it sound like commercial clearcutting is another type of environmental
approach.
Choice (B) is an irrelevant comparison: The passage focuses on these two

methods in a vacuum, not how the methods might work together, with each
used in separate locations. (C) has two irrelevant comparisons: the area of the
forest and the type of country is completely foreign to the concepts mentioned
in the passage.
Choice (D) assumes that commercial clearcutting is not environmentally

friendly, and suggests why it doesn�t have to be. It doesn�t explicitly detail why
commercial clearcutting isn�t as extensive, though. Instead, it focuses on why
environmental concerns might not always be foremost. Choice (E) is, �nally,
our correct answer. To rephrase, it says, �the goal of commercial clearcutting
is di¤erent from that of environmentally-friendly methods, which leads to less
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extensive cutting.� In other words, it explains the contrast between the two
methods, which is what the sentence naturally led toward.

63. E
In the passage itself, there is no di¤erence given between the two companies.

There must be some di¤erence; for the passage to be logical, that di¤erence
must be contained in the correct answer choice.
Choice (A) gives us a di¤erence, but not one that has any discernable impact

on business in Volsinia. Without that, the passage doesn�t make logical sense.
Choice (B) doesn�t even give us a di¤erence between the two companies. Choice
(C) o¤ers a di¤erence, but it seems to be in favor of Noratech, while the passage
says that Cyberdyne is likely to dominate the market.
Choice (D) is another choice without a di¤erence between the companies.

(E), �nally, is correct. Not only does it give us a di¤erence, but it explains why
that di¤erence would be to the advantage of Cyberdyne. That�s what we�re
looking for.
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71. B
Before looking at the choices, try to understand the structure of the passage.

The �rst two sentences describe a problem. The next two describe a solution.
The �nal sentence concludes that the solution will increase pro�ts.
Choice (A) is incorrect, as the second bold sentence is the main conclusion,

not evidence for the conclusion. (B) is better: �the judgment� is similar to
�conclusion,� and it agrees with our prediction that the �rst bold sentence is
part of a description of a problem. (C) is wrong: the �rst bold sentence could be
a position one would seek to establish, but the additional information doesn�t
support it. It is taken as a given.
Choice (D), like (C), misrepresents the �rst bold sentence. The argument

doesn�t follow up on the claim made in the �rst bold sentence, it simply takes
it for granted. (E), as well, misrepresents the �rst bold sentence. That sentence
does not describe something that is �at issue.�The second bold sentence, also,
is not in support of the conclusion, it is the conclusion. Choice (B) is correct.

72. C
Try to grasp the structure of the passage before looking to the choices. The

�rst sentence is one approach, along with the reasoning behind those who choose
it. The second is a di¤erent method that the passage suggests is better.
Choice (A) has the phrase �alternative strategy,�to describe the second bold

sentence, but the description of the �rst sentence is wrong. There is nothing
in that sentence about why it might be counterproductive. (B) has better
re�ects the �rst sentence except that it says the argument recommends the �rst
strategy, which it does not. (C) is better: it characterizes the second sentence
as an alternative strategy, and describes the �rst as the reasoning behind the
�rst strategy, which aptly describes most of that sentence.
Choice (D) is wrong: it suggests that both bold sentences are related to

the same course of action, which they are not. (E) has the same problem,
characterizing both sentences as describing aspects of the same strategy. Choice
(C) is correct.
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81. D
The passage makes clear that business travelers and last-minute purchasers

pay more than average (so a last-minute business traveler will de�nitely pay
more than average), but as always, an assumption question is based on a shift
in what is being described. In this case, we don�t know how Air Macaria�s
average rates compare to those of their competition. In other words, is an
average fare on Air Macaria better than the last-minute business fare o¤ered by
the competition? If the argument is valid, that must be the case, but it isn�t
stated.
Choice (A) speci�es something in the passage, but doesn�t address the com-

parison between Air Macaria and its competition�s prices. (B) is irrelevant, as
the argument is speci�c to routes served by an airline that does use tiered pric-
ing and one that does not. (C) is o¤-topic: The passage is about one speci�c
route, not a hybrid one that must be assembled from multiple airlines.
Choice (D) addresses the assumption identi�ed above. If the average prices

on the airlines are the same, then it is true that the higher-than-average ticket
price on the airline that uses tiered pricing is greater than the average price
on Air Macaria. (E) is incorrect, as the number of passengers that use any
particular airline or pricing system is outside the scope of this argument. Choice
(D) is correct.

82. B
The dispute is over just how much the two populations of wolves have in

common. We�re looking to strengthen the argument that, because there is no
contact and no interbreeding between the two species, the southern population
is a distinct species.
Choice (A) could be construed as supporting the argument, but it would be

a stretch. This bit of evidence does relate the southern population to the north,
and there�s also no way of knowing how much data from less than a century ago
a¤ects the de�nition of species. (B) is better. It not only tells us a di¤erence
between the two populations, but explains that a less substantial di¤erence has
caused two populations to be de�ned as di¤erent species.
Choice (C) is irrelevant, as we�re only concerned with this one species, and

even though "endangered" is mentioned in the passage, the argument is about
whether the southern population is a separate species, not about the de�nition
of endangered species. (D) is o¤-topic, as it doesn�t matter where the person
arguing worked, or what he or she did. (E) is o¤-topic as well; this tells us
nothing about the distinction between populations. Choice (B) is correct.

83. B
To logically complete the passage, we need a reason why Kaiba�s expansion

wouldn�t include an increase in their workforce. We know that decreasing market
share led to a decrease in the workforce, so there must be some outside factor
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that is a¤ecting the usual correlation between the size of the company and the
number of workers needed.
Choice (A) is incorrect, as it doesn�t give us any change at all, let alone any

details that apply directly to Kaiba�s situation. Choice (B) tells us something
new about Kaiba (their reliance on contractors) that suggests they don�t need
employees of their own. If they can grow without new employees, and it has
had a positive e¤ect on their business, it makes sense that they wouldn�t hire
new employees as they expand. This looks like a solid choice.
Choice (C) is irrelevant, as it doesn�t address employment �gures at all. (D)

is also irrelevant. We aren�t concerned with the speci�c employees that Kaiba
laid o¤ in the past; we care about Kaiba�s employment numbers. (E) is on
the right track, but if the current workforce is only "at least as productive"
as it was before, it would seem to need more employees as it grows. If the
current workforce were substantially more productive, they might not need more
workers, but we don�t know if that�s the case. (B) is the correct choice.

84. E
The phrase "most undermine" tells us we�re working with a weaken question.

The customers have concluded that Primatech is snubbing them in favor of the
government market, based on the company�s turning down their orders but
accepting the government�s order. There must be some other explanation for at
least one of those things that explains why the company is not actually shifting
from one to the other.
Choice (A) is outside of the scope: We�re concerned with who Primatech does

business with, not who their customers work with. (B) suggests that Primatech
isn�t in trouble, but doesn�t give us a reason why they are not shifting their
business to the government market. (C) seems to strengthen the argument,
providing more evidence that the company will be marketing to the government.
Choice (D) also seems to strengthen the argument a bit. It wouldn�t be a

strong answer to a strengthen question, but if private sector customers get a
discount, perhaps the government market would be more lucrative on a per-item
basis. (E), �nally, is correct. The reason Primatech gave for turning down orders
was a short-term materials shortage, so if the government doesn�t need delivery
for a year, that would explain why the company can accept a government order
but not private sector orders, and can do so without re�ecting an overall shift
in strategy.
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91. E
The phrase "present the most serious disadvantage" signals that you�re

dealing with a weaken question here. Everything mentioned in the passage�
additional acreage, a huge amount devoted to wheat farming, economies of
scale� sounds good, but there is a wild card in the passage: "extremely high
amounts of rainfall." We don�t know whether that�s good or bad, but if it�s in
the passage, the GMAT expects us to pay attention to it.
Choice (A) seems to weaken the argument: it supports the "economies of

scale." Less manpower per acre would seem to reduce costs, which is generally
a good thing, and it is what they�re aiming for. (B) is also a positive. If wheat
prices increase, Western�s investment will probably pay o¤. (C) mentions the
heavy rainfall, but it is out of scope; Western�s plan seems to be to purchase
the land for wheat farming. It doesn�t matter what impact the rain would have
on the company�s ability to do things it doesn�t plan on doing.
Choice (D) is an irrelevant comparison; presumably, Western�s goal is pro�t,

not to own more or less land than its competitors. (E), �nally, looks good. The
passage tells us that the majority of Western�s land will be used for wheat cul-
tivation in a region with heavy rainfall� this choice tells us that such a strategy
can have highly variable results. Choice (E) is correct.

92. A
This is a sort of inference question; it is a little di¤erent than usual because

so much of the conclusion ("a proper test of an executive�s. . . ") is in the question
itself. The passage emphasizes a balance between experience- and data-based
decisions.
Choice (A) is reasonable: it suggests executives should be able to use one

type of decision-making to support the other. (B) is close, but not as good,
as directing data-collection e¤orts doesn�t necessarily mean one will use the
results of the data. (C) is wrong, since the passage emphasizes using both types
of decision-making, not mastering one in order to ignore the other.
Choice (D), like (C), places one type of decision-making over the other�

"data that supports the conclusions. . . " (E) is o¤-topic, as the passage is about
executive decision-making, not about hiring employees and/or delegating decision-
making. Choice (A) is correct.

93. B
To weaken the argument, we need a relevant reason why the acquisition was

a good idea. Presumably it will address the complaint that the acquisition will
"provide other competitors an opportunity to enter the �eld at a lower price."
Choice (A) is o¤-topic, as we don�t know whether Bluecorp is located in one

of those countries. What�s more, it�s unclear whether nearly monopolizing the
market would weaken the argument. (B) illustrates why the acquisition had at
least one positive e¤ect, and it relates directly to the argument: the bene�t of
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the acquisition will result in a lower price� presumably one that will not allow
smaller competitors to enter the market.
Choice (C) is irrelevant, as the passage doesn�t address di¤erences between

urban and non-urban areas. (D) tells us that smaller �rms will result from the
acquisition, but that doesn�t address the complaint that the larger �rm won�t
sell at a lower price. (E) is better than most of the choices, but not as good
as (E). Weaker terms like "tend" can�t compete with direct statements like "far
lower cost" in (B), and it isn�t clear that there aren�t existing �rms in the �eld
that could challenge the resulting �rm�s dominance. Choice (B) is correct.
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101. C
The scope of the passage is the importance of her novels; the �rst paragraph

describes how previous generations ignored her, and the following two focus on
the impact of her work on future authors and its value to scholars.
Choice (A) is wrong, as it doesn�t even mention Haywood, the topic of the

passage. (B) is probably something the author would agree with, but the passage
is more about Haywood�s novels. (C) is correct: it encapsulates the topics of all
three paragraphs. (D) is a comparison that the author doesn�t address. (E), like
(A), doesn�t mention Haywood, and is much too speci�c. Choice (C) is correct.

102. C
The author is supporting the position that Haywood�s novels are important,

despite the earlier beliefs that they were not. Choice (C) accurately represents
that, both including the notion that Haywood was not considered important
(�underrated�) and the idea that her works are of serious importance. The
verb, �show,�is also representative, as the passage provides many examples as
evidence to support the position.
Choice (B) may be tempting, but �examine� is not as accurate as �show,�

since the author is clearly taking a side in this debate.

103. D
The main focus of the passage is de�ning post-Keynesians, speci�cally as

regards their theory of time. Choice (A) isn�t too far o¤, but it isn�t exactly
right that the passage uses time to illustrate a di¤erent view, and it is o¤-topic
to put that in terms of its role in neoclassical economics. (B) is way o¤ base, as
equilibrium is not the main distinction in the passage. (C) is closer, but doesn�t
mention the �elds that support those two notions, which is really the main idea.
Choice (D) is right: It emphasizes the focus on post-Keynesians and explains

that the passage does so by discussing one concept. (E) is too speci�c, and is a
position of the post-Keynesians, not necessarily the author of this passage.

104. D
The passage is most concerned with explaining the views of post-Keynesians

in reference to those they disagree with, especially as they concern time and
the labor market. Choice (A) doesn�t touch on post-Keynesians at all, which
disquali�es it. (B) overstates the importance of post-Keynesians; the passage
doesn�t describe how much of an e¤ect they have had on economics in general.
Choice (C), like (B), goes beyond what the passage tells us in terms of the

importance of Keynes�s ideas. (D) is correct, as it emphasizes the di¤erences
between traditional and post-Keynesians, and points out that the di¤erences
lead them down di¤erent paths. (E) minimizes the role of Keynesians, which is
certainly wrong when describing a passage that is about Keynesians and their
theories.
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111. A
The relevant sentence is the last one: �Most importantly, the 18th-century

novel was largely concerned with domestic issues hinging on the role of women. . . �
This matches up very closely to choice (A), which is correct. (B) isn�t mentioned
in the passage; (C) is something in Haywood�s biography, not the novel; (D) is
part of the novel tradition, but not the primary issue, and (E) is another tidbit
from Haywood�s biography, this time the target of Pope�s �Dunciad.�

112. C
The relevant sentence is: �. . . �Betsy Thoughtless�can be seen as the begin-

ning of a tradition of novels of marriage, which culminated in Bronte�s �Jane
Eyre.�Choice (C) is correct.

113. B
The third paragraph holds the answer: �Haywood�s �Anti-Pamela,�a satire

of Richardson�s didactic novel, was as widely read as Fielding�s parody of the
same. . . �Choice (B) re�ects the fact that both satirized the same work, so it is
correct.

114. A
The relevant sentence is the last one in the �rst paragraph: �post-Keynesians

try to shift focus away from the �long run��-level analysis and analyze instead
events in �historical time,�emphasizing the real-world e¤ect of deviations from
equilibrium.� Choice (A)�s reference to �practical e¤ects of ine¢ ciencies� is
synonymous with �real-world e¤ect of deviations,� and the question tells us
we�re focusing on the labor market.

115. A
The answer is contained in the second sentence of the �rst paragraph: �Most

models of neoclassical economics utilize the notion of �logical time,� in which
markets (whether they be capital, goods, or labor markets) return to equilibrium
after a disturbance is introduced and then overcome.�Choice (A) just slightly
rephrases the �rst part of the sentence.
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121. D
The �rst paragraph describes only the vaccine, not any pros and cons. The

drawbacks and comparison to the other vaccine come up in the �nal sentence:
�While the �rst method is better established, the second may turn out be both
more cost-e¤ective and easier to use in treating large numbers of patients.� In
other words, the �rst may be less cost-e¤ective and more di¢ cult to use in
treating large number of patients. That�s choice (D), almost literally.

122. D
The description of the viral vector vaccine tells us that it is manufactured

in the laboratory (which is somewhat di¤erent from the �rst method), and
those cells are introduced to provoke an immune system response. Further, we
know that regardless of the vaccine used, each �must be created speci�cally�to
generate a response to the patient�s unique tumor.
(D) encapsulates much of that: they are created in a laboratory (we probably

could guess that from the word �manufactured�) and they must be created
speci�cally for each patient. (A) is wrong, as the object isn�t to weaken the
immune system. (B) is wrong, as the cells are created in the laboratory to induce
a response that existing cells aren�t bringing about. (C) describes something
more like the vaccine in the �rst paragraph. (E) also refers to the HSPs described
in the �rst paragraph, which aren�t discussed in reference to the viral vector
vaccine. (D) is the correct choice.

123. A
The second paragraph notes that de�cit spending is something both tra-

ditional and post-Keynesians agree on as a solution to certain ine¢ ciencies.
Choice (A) doesn�t represent all of that, but it does state something true, that
traditional Keynesians support it as a method.
Choice (B) is too extreme, using the phrase �solves all of the problems.�(C)

is inaccurate, as it sounds like de�cit spending is an aspect of this theory, but
not necessarily a key aspect. (D) is wrong, as traditional Keynesians favor �long
run�analysis. (E) is also incorrect, as de�cit spending and �pump-priming�are
two terms for the same concept. (A) is correct.

124. E
Most of the passage is about time in some form or other, so rather than

trying to predict the parameters of an answer, proceed through the choices.
(A) is too strong, as the author doesn�t tell us that post-Keynesians represent a
particularly �trenchant�critique. (B) is an irrelevant comparison, as the passage
doesn�t discuss any other applications. We don�t know it applies most directly
to the labor market. (C) is another irrelevant comparison (�most?�) and the
author doesn�t take a stance on whether it is a problem.
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Choice (D) con�ates theory (the level at which we talk about �historical
time,�for instance) and actual real-life e¤ects, such as those brought about by
de�cit spending. A theoretical concept isn�t what wreaks havoc with something
in the real world. (E), �nally, is correct. The whole reason that time is discussed
is to describe where two schools of thought diverge.

125. A
Traditional Keynesians play a large part in this passage, but their speci�c

positions are not often de�ned; we may have to look for an answer that represents
something di¤erent from what we know about the positions of post-Keynesians.
Choice (A) is exactly that. We know that Keynesians generally support

de�cit spending to solve short- and medium-term ine¢ ciencies, and that post-
Keynesians di¤er in that they focus on more than just those ine¢ ciencies. Thus,
it can be inferred that traditional Keynesians are not interested in other things
(�That is the extent of the story for the traditional Keynesian�).
(B) misrepresents the passage, in which Keynesians are said to generally

support de�cit spending/�pump priming.�(C) gets the distinction backwards;
traditional Keynesians use �logical time.�(D) is up for debate, as �many post-
Keynesians believe that the movement known as Keynesianism actually rep-
resents a severe divergence from the ideas of Keynes.�Most of (E) is correct,
but it is unclear in the passage whether traditional Keynesians are neoclassical
economists.
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131. C
The third paragraph consists mostly of examples of Haywood�s in�uence.

It could, then, be considered evidence for the claims presented earlier in the
passage.
Choice (A) is incorrect, as there is no attempt to reconcile the author�s pos-

itive view of Haywood with the earlier, less favorable ones. (B) is also incorrect:
the third paragraph and second paragraph both support the idea of Haywood
as in�uential. (C) is correct: the �rst sentence of the second paragraph is the
main point of the whole passage, and the third paragraph provides examples
that support the pro-Haywood view.
Choice (D) is close, but the third paragraph also discusses another work

(�Anti-Pamela�) and it doesn�t mention �Love in Excess.�(E) is wrong, as the
�rst paragraph represents the view the Haywood is not important. Choice (C)
is correct.

132. C
The second paragraph presents the author�s view (Haywood�s novels shouldn�t

be disregarded) and evidence to support it, while the �rst describes the way pre-
vious generations of scholars considered her work.
Choice (A) is wrong: the second paragraph doesn�t try to explain the reasons

behind the earlier disregard for Haywood�s novels. (B) understates what the
author is doing; the argument is much more than an exception to the principle
of disregarding Haywood�s novels. (C) is correct: the second paragraph argues
against the old view of Haywood�s work.
Choice (D) suggests that the two paragraphs support the same position,

which is not true. (E), again, does not re�ect the fact that the two paragraphs
describe almost precisely opposite viewpoints. Choice (C) is correct.

133. A
The �rst paragraph describes why Haywood had not been viewed as impor-

tant, and the last sentence suggests how her supporters had slightly begun to
see value in her work. There is only one main perspective in the paragraph: that
her works, especially her novels, were not very important. Choice (A) re�ects
that: the viewpoint is the position that her novels could be disregarded, and
that historical evolution represents the last sentence.
The other four choices all describe much more than is contained in the one

paragraph. Because there is only one main position in the paragraph, there is no
room for �opposing viewpoints," something �described and refuted,��evidence
provided to question�anything, or something �shown to be false.�Choice (A)
is correct.

134. A
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The second paragraph describes the second vaccine� the viral vector vaccine�
and concludes with a sentence on the two vaccines�s similarities, and another
comparing the pros and cons of each. Choice (A) describes that almost perfectly.
(B) overstates the di¤erence, as the viral vector vaccine is not described as

inferior. (C) is o¤-topic, as the passage isn�t about distribution. (D) is wrong, as
it suggests that the second paragraph keeps discussing the �rst type of vaccine.
(E) only represents the �nal two sentences, and misrepresents the comparison
in the last sentence. Choice (A) is correct.

135. C
There is no opinion presented in the �rst paragraph; it is just a description

of one type of vaccine. All of the choices refer also to the second paragraph,
which is a description of another type, following by some comparisons between
the two.
Choice (A) is incorrect as there are not �opposing views� in the �rst para-

graph. (B) is wrong as the focus is on the details of the method, not its im-
portance. (C) is better: �describes a method�characterizes the paragraph, and
that method is contrasted with the one in the second paragraph.
Choice (D) suggests that one method has superseded the other, which is not

supported by the passage. (E) makes assumptions not warranted by the passage;
we might assume that cancer vaccines would save lives, but that�s outside of the
scope of the passage. (C) is correct.
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141. A
The author isn�t presenting an argument; the passage only describes how

an old system has stood the test of time, despite adjustments and competing
approaches. (A) matches that characterization almost perfectly.
Choice (B) is limited to the ways in which the taxonomy has been updated.

That�s part of the passage, but not the primary purpose. (C) isn�t even covered
in the passage, which mentions that the taxonomy has been expanded, but not
how that is done. (D) is very similar to (B), which describes a part, but not
all of the passage. (E) unnecessarily limits the taxonomy to two speci�c �elds,
which misrepresents why those two �elds were mentioned in the passage. (A) is
correct.

142. E
Cladistics is only mentioned in part of one sentence: �cladistics� the classi-

�cation of species based on evolutionary ancestry� has brought about a parallel
hierarchy that sometimes, but certainly not always, overlaps with the tradi-
tional Linnaean divisions.�Choice (E) is very similar to the phrase between the
dashes, and accurately represents what we know about cladistics. (E) is correct.

143. C
The author uses the word �remarkably�before pointing out that the taxon-

omy has remained e¤ective (�proven robust�), suggesting that it is something of
a surprise. The reason given follows the comma in that sentence: �long before
Charles Darwin�s theory of evolution drastically altered our understanding of
the natural world.�Choice (C) represents that reason why the robustness of the
taxonomy is remarkable.
One might defend (D), as well, but it is not as well supported. While we�re

told that Darwin�s theory �drastically altered�scienti�c knowledge (and thus,
taxonomies might be expected to change), we aren�t told what fraction of claims
made in the mid-1700s have stood the test of time. Choice (C) is correct.

144. E
Here�s the relevant sentence: �More seriously, the taxonomy has required

vast numbers of additional levels of classi�cation, especially in species-rich �elds
such as entomology.� In other words, the uniqueness of entomology is that is
covers so many species, and that number of species has led to new levels of
classi�cation even more so than other �elds.
Choice (E) represents that quite well� the number of species have placed

stress on a system that was originally designed for a smaller number of known
species. (A) is inaccurate, as insects might be a sub-category of one of the
kingdoms. (B) is true of zoology, not entomology. (C) may be true, but the
passage doesn�t speak to that. (D) is unsupported, as the passage doesn�t tell
us much about where cladistics might be better than the traditional taxonomy.
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145. A
The passage doesn�t have an argument; it is purely explanatory. What it

explains is an old system (Linnaean taxonomy), the adjustments that have been
made to it, and one di¤ering system (cladistics). Choice (A) represents those
three aspects.
(B) is wrong, as there is no suggestion that a third method is needed. (C) is

incorrect, since the traditional approach isn�t really supported with evidence; the
passage simply says it has held up. (D) misrepresents the passage as arguing for
something, which is a very common GMAT wrong answer type. (E) is wrong, as
there is no reconciliation attempted between Linnaean taxonomy and cladistics.
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151. B
This is an inference question that could refer to nearly any part of the

passage. Since there is no way to narrow down what the passage said about the
Ming Dynasty, look at each answer choice.
Choice (A) is incorrect. The �rst sentence of the paragraph tells us that

the Ming was more open than previous dynasties, but we don�t know how it
compared to those that followed. (B) is not only correct, it sums up much of
the main point of the passage. The trade brought in silver, and when the silver
dried up, it caused economic problems.
Choice (C) is wrong, as all we know is that the Ming su¤ered from Japanese

piracy, and Japanese silver was brokered through a third party. (D) is impossible
to tell; if anything, the Protestant raids hurt the Ming. (E) could be true, but
the passage only gives us one instance of treatment of foreigners, so we can�t
draw a generalization. Choice (B) is correct.

152. E
The passage doesn�t tell us much about Ming-Japanese relations, other than

that the Ming su¤ered �Japanese piracy in coastal areas,�and that other coun-
tries brokered silver between Japan and the Ming. Recognizing that limitation,
we can eliminate each of the �rst four choices. We don�t know anything about
the welcome granted the Japanese, whether they brokered goods from other
sources, whether they were jailed, or whether they limited themselves to luxury
goods. We do, however, know that they were considered illegal (that�s what
piracy is), and the characterization of Portuguese trade in (E) is accurate as
well.

153. D
In scope questions, start by looking at the initial verbs. The author is

not arguing a side in this passage, so �arguing� is wrong. Even �suggesting�
and �emphasizing�indicate more of a position from the author�s perspective; I
wouldn�t completely rule those out, but I would focus instead on the two choices
that open with �explaining.�
Choice (B) is far too broad, and is only addressed by one sentence in the

second paragraph. (D) is much better, and includes descriptions of content in
both paragraphs. Note that (D) has much of the same description as (A), but
the initial verb makes the di¤erence. To con�rm that the others are incorrect:
(C) is wrong because of the word �only,�and (E) is much too broad, while the
passage focuses on only one dynasty. Choice (D) is correct.

154. D
The phrase �according to the passage�signals that this is a detail question.

The correct answer should closely re�ect some part of the passage. The Chinese
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reluctance is detailed in the �rst paragraph, including this: �Given the contem-
porary Chinese experience of Japanese piracy in coastal areas, it is no surprise
that authorities were skeptical of foreigners. . . �That�s (D), which is correct.

155. C
This is a rare occurrence in a Reading Comprehension passage: a weaken

question. It isolates which conclusion we�re to focus on, so we know we want a
choice that explains why the in�ation in silver values would not contribute to
disaster for rural Chinese.
Choice (A) is incorrect, as it explains what happens after the disaster. (B)

doesn�t explain why silver wasn�t important; if anything, it sounds as if currency
would�ve been very helpful. (C) weakens the conclusion as, if rural Chinese
didn�t use hard currency (such as silver), the change in silver values would not
have a¤ected them.
Choice (D) is irrelevant, as it doesn�t even tangentially address silver. (E)

is also irrelevant: the question is about rural Chinese, not people anywhere else
in the world. Choice (C) is correct.
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201. A
One di¤erence that appears in the answer choices is the �rst few words: (A)

has �less,�(B) and (C) have �in less�and (D) and (E) have �it took less.�The
event referred to in the non-underlined portion is the adoption of a method,
something that would happen at a single point in time. �It took less than 15
years�is wrong� we�re talking about a single moment in time, while something
that �took less than 15 years�refers to a process.
It�s also possible to eliminate (B) and (C) by the same reasoning, but it�s

much less clear. (B) can be eliminated because it creates a nonsensical meaning:
The modi�er has �patenting,�as if it�s the main competition doing the patent-
ing. (C) has a verb problem: �15 years since�should be followed by the simple
past tense, as in �In the 15 years since the system was patented,� instead of
past perfect. Choice (A) is the remaining correct choice.

202. D
Phrases like �the list of countries� should sound an alarm. �Countries� is

plural, but �list� is singular, so you have to determine which one �quali�es�
corresponds to. As it turns out, the list is of countries �that qualify� for the
rating� the list itself doesn�t qualify for a rating. That leaves only choices (D)
and (E).
The �rst di¤erence between the remaining choices is �qualify for an investment-

grade rating� and �qualify for earning the investment-grade rating.� �Qualify
for earning� is redundant; there�s no notion of �earning� in the original sen-
tence, so there�s no distinction between qualifying for the rating and earning
the rating. Further, �for earning� is not idiomatic, and because the phrase is
redundant, there isn�t even really a way to �x it by changing a word or two.
That leaves choice (D).

203. B
The �rst word of the underlined portion should not be singular, since it refers

to all three items in the preceding list. Thus, (C) and (D) can be eliminated.
The phrase �were an impression,�which opens (E), is extremely unidiomatic,
so (E) can eliminated as well.
If you focus only on the beginning of the underlined portion, (B) is preferable

to (A), as (B) does not employ the passive voice. This is a subtle distinction, but
the sort of thing that makes one answer superior to another on a di¢ cult ques-
tion. Also, �also was acknowledged�is preferable to �was also acknowledged,�
since there was no previous �was�in the sentence, and �also was acknowledged�
put the entire verb (�was acknowledged�) in one place. Choice (B) is correct.

204. B
Comparing the two openings in the choices, �had expected�is correct. The

emissions increased in the last year (in the past), while analysts made their
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prediction before that time in the past. Therefore, we need the past perfect
tense: �had expected.�Choice (A) or (B) must be correct.
The �rst di¤erence between (A) and (B) is the missing �them to� in (B).

The sentence is still clear without those two words, so not only is (B) possibly
correct, it is more likely to be correct than (A), as the GMAT prefers e¢ ciency.
The second di¤erence is the word �that� in (B), while �that� is not in (A).
There�s a �that�earlier in the sentence: �The study showed that� [one thing]
�and that� [another thing]. This is a shorter version of saying, �The study
showed that. . . and the study showed that. . . �Since the two things are somewhat
unrelated, it is proper to include the �that�before the second thing the study
showed. (B) is correct.

205. A
Three of the choices end in �is,�while the other two end in �are.�The sub-

ject in question is �cultural psychology,�which is singular, so �is� is correct.
Eliminate (C) and (E). (B) is incorrect because of the extraneous (and �awed)
�to them.� If anything, �them�should refer to �data,�which is singular. Re-
gardless, the �to them� is unnecessary. (D) is incorrect because of the phrase
�approach data.�The meaning is that the practitioners �collect data�through
certain approaches, which is something else entirely. That leaves only choice
(A).

206. B
To make things simpler, ignore the phrase between the dashes. So, to ab-

breviate: �Mann�s methods and his areas of reform was as radical. . . �When
two nouns are combined with the word �and,�they become plural, so the verb
should be plural. That eliminates (A) and (C).
(B)�s verbs make sense. �Were� is plural and past-tense, re�ecting the ref-

erence to �his own time.� �They are� is correct as well� �they� refers to the
methods and areas of reform, while �are�is present tense, as it refers to �our�
time.
(D) is incorrect: the past perfect tense (�had been�) is only correct when

there are two separate events in the past. There is only one reference to the past
(�his own time�) in the sentence. (E) is incorrect, since �have been�is present
perfect, while �his own time�should be in the past. Choice (B) is correct.

195
Copyright 2008 Je¤ Sackmann

www.gmathacks.com



83. EXPLANATIONS: SC: LISTS

Je¤ Sackmann
GMAT Tutor

www.gmathacks.com

83 Explanations: SC: Lists

211. B
To make the sentence simpler, ignore the phrase between the commas, �pre-

senting. . . primates.� Next, notice that the sentence includes a list. The re-
searcher demonstrated that he was �challenging. . . , comparing. . . , and he combed.�
That list isn�t parallel, so there�s one mistake to correct. Eliminate (A).
�Challenging� can�t be changed, so unless you drastically change the sen-

tence, the parallel verbs should be �comparing�and �combing.�That eliminates
(C) and (D). (E) has parallelism problems as well. Each item in the list must
begin with the verb itself. �He was�doing three things: �challenging,��com-
paring,�and �combing.� It would be incorrect to say, �he was challenging. . . ,
he was comparing. . . , and combing.� (D) is the only choice remaining, so it is
correct.

212. A
The �rst distinction between the choices may be the opening phrases, but it

may be easier to start with the list in the sentence: �will increase. . . , shed. . . ,
and aid. . . �As is, the list is parallel, but that isn�t the case in all of the choices.
(B) has an extraneous �and�before the word �shed.�That�s inappropriate

before the second item in a three-part list. (C) has other problems (�Having
translated�is the wrong verb form, and �by increasing�is more idiomatic than
�in increasing�) but by moving �increasing� into a modi�er, makes �shed. . . ,
and aid� a two-part list. That in itself isn�t incorrect, but a two-part list
wouldn�t have a comma, as there is before �and aid.�
(D) uses �shedding�instead of �shed.�If you only read the underlined por-

tion, this may appear correct, but the form of the verb �to shed� must be
parallel with �aid� later in the sentence. Finally, (E) has a similar problem,
with �would be shedding.�Again, this must be parallel with �aid,� requiring
that the verb in this position be �shed.�(A) is the only remaining choice.

213. D
There are two key di¤erences among the choices: the opening few words,

and the form of the verb �indicating.�The thing that indicates �Jane Addams�s
desire� is �Hull House�s founding�of various things. Ignoring the lengthy list
for now, �Hull Houses�s founding�is a singular noun, meaning that the proper
form of the verb is �indicates.�That eliminates (A) and (E).
Both (B) and (C) are wrong because they deviate from the list structure

in the non-underlined part of the sentence. Hull House founded (a) �a public
kitchen;�(b) �a sociological institution;�and (c) �schools for adults and young
children.�If you substitute the phrases in (B) or (C) for the �nal item in that
list, the word �founded�or �founding� is redundant. As part of the list, it is
clear that that item was founded by Hull House. Therefore, (D) is correct.

214. E
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The �rst list in this sentence is completely contained in the non-underlined
portion, but the underlined portion has a pair of items that should be parallel
as well. The policies (a) �provide cost certainty...�and (b) �make it easier for
�rms to recruit. . . .�The intermediate phrase has to stay, but in such a way that
makes it clear that those two items are grammatically parallel.
Start with the correct verb form of �make.� �Provide� doesn�t change, so

the parallel verb is �make,�leaving only choices (A) and (E). In (A), the �that�
is extraneous; the correct form would be �provide cost certainty. . . and. . .make
it easier,�so (E) is correct.

215. E
Most of the underlined portion is a three-part list. �Either� implies two

choices, so it is wrong, eliminating (A) and (B). You can sort out the remaining
choices by focusing on the words at the beginning of each list item.
(C)�s list items open like this: �to prevent. . . , for recovery. . . , or relieving.�

None of those are parallel. (D)�s open like this: �for preventing. . . , to aid. . . ,
also pain relief.�Again, not parallel. (E)�s look much better: �to prevent. . . ,
aid. . . , or relieve.�Those three verbs are parallel, so (E) is the correct choice.

216. E
As usual, if there is a long phrase separated by commas, read around it. To

abbreviate the sentence: �Double-blind experiments at the Sudbury Neutrino
Observatory is designed. . . �Without the interruption, it may be clearer that
�is�is incorrect, eliminating (A) and (B) because we need the plural verb.
Since each of the remaining choices have the word �and,�check to see that

they are parallel. In (C), they are not. Grammatically, �scientists�preexisting
expectations� and �the elimination of� are both things the experiments are
�designed to control.� They aren�t designed to control the elimination� they
are designed to eliminate the bias.
(D) is closer, since both list items start with �toward,�but �toward the con-

trol�and �toward eliminating�are not parallel. (E) solves the problem: �toward
controlling�and �eliminating�are parallel; the experiments are designed to do
those two things. (E) is correct.
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221. C
This is a tricky sentence to �x because it includes two pieces of background

information about Trippe. There�s only room for one between a pair of com-
mas (such as �the founder of Pan American Airways�) so the correct sentence
will �nd a way to include both without the ambiguity of the initial sentence.
Eliminate (A) because you can�t �read around�the �rst phrase: �Juan Trippe
because he planned. . . �doesn�t make sense.
(B) is incorrect because of its use of the passive voice, �was planned by.�

Also, the �and�in �and so he�is unnecessary; �so he�would be su¢ cient.
(C) is correct: it moves one of the pieces of background information to a

modi�er. It is Trippe who planned to expand his airline�s service; he was also
the founder of the airline, and if you read around the �the founder�phrase, the
sentence works: �Trippe acquired several. . . �
(D) has a modi�er problem and incorrect parallelism. It is Trippe who was

�planning to expand,� not �Airways,� which immediately precedes the verb.
Also, by preceding �acquired�with �and,�it sounds like there should be a past
tense verb somewhere earlier in the sentence. There is not.
(E) moves the phrase �the founder. . . �too far away from what it modi�es,

�Juan Trippe.�The modi�er must be immediately adjacent to what it modi�es.

222. A
This is a textbook comparison question. The question even uses the word

�contrast�before comparing two things, �rising unemployment rates in the US
and Canada,� and �the Chinese unemployment rate.� Each of the last four
answer choices fail to make an appropriate comparison. Unemployment rates
must be compared to other unemployment rates. For instance, (B) is wrong
because it compares �rising unemployment rates�to �China.�(C) and (D) do
the same. (E) compares the �rising unemployment rates�to �increasing demand
abroad,�which is also not comparable. (A) is correct.

223. E
The opening word �unlike�should signal that this sentence involves a com-

parison. To isolate the comparison, ignore the phrase �which insist. . . as equals�
and focus on what is being compared. The initial sentence compares �many col-
lective bargaining agreements�with �employees at the aluminum plant,� two
things that cannot be compared. Since we can�t change the �rst part of the
comparison, we need some other agreement to follow the comma.
(B) has the same problem as (A), while the other three choices follow the

comma with �the aluminum plant�s agreement.�(C) is incorrect because it sug-
gests that the agreement itself compensates its employees. Logically speaking,
the agreement doesn�t do the compensating, nor does it have employees. (D)
and (E) di¤er only in the �rst phrase; (D) is redundant. If the agreement treats
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�classes of workers as equals,�it�s implied that it treats them as �equal to one
another.�The GMAT dislikes redundancy, so (E) is correct.

224. D
In the initial sentence, �ones�refers to �wings,�but that isn�t clear until the

second half of the sentence. A better construction would use the word �wings�
in the �rst half of the sentence. That leads us to (D) and (E).
Another distinction among the choices is the presence or lack of a connecting

word such as �with�or �whereas.�To contrast bald eagles and golden eagles,
we need such a word. That eliminates (A) and (E), leaving only (D) as a likely
correct answer. (D) uses the word �wings�in the �rst half, and word �whereas�
connects the two contrasting facts. (D) is correct.

225. C
The �rst di¤erence to focus on is that between �that� and �which.� As

a general rule, �which�follows a comma, and since there are no commas, that
leaves us with (B) and (C). (More speci�cally, �that�is restrictive. Since �that�
speci�es the sort of �approach�we�re referring to, it is correct.)
The �rst di¤erence between the remaining choices is �with his�versus �with

that of his.� The comparison is between Eakins�s approach and Muybridge�s
approach, so �with that of his� is correct, as the �that of� stands in for �the
approach of.�Choice (C) is correct.

226. A
The word �like�signals a comparison. The comparison is between �the tele-

phone�and �the internet,�so (B) and (D), which include the term �internet�s
representation,�are incorrect.
The �As�in (C) is only correct if it is paired with a noun, as in the opening

phrase of (D), �As did the telephone.�(We�ve ruled out (D) for other reasons,
but the opening phrase could be correct.) (E) has the same problem: �as�needs
to be paired with �did,�which is missing in this choice. Choice (A) is correct.
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231. D
The modi�er �based on extant archeological evidence� is incorrect: �each

hunting season�is not based on evidence. Perhaps research regarding the hunt-
ing is �based on archeological evidence.�Eliminate (A) and (B). (C) has a more
accurate modi�er, while (D) and (E) have no modi�ers at all.
(C) is incorrect: To see why, focus on the word �that.��in pursuit of game

animals that would feed the tribe and that, . . . , women hunting alone. . . � In
this choice, �that� refers to the pursuit of game animals. �Women hunting
alone�does not. The choice, then, creates a list that is structured around the
word �that,�but that makes no sense.
(D) is better. The evidence �indicates that�women and men collaborated,

and that women hunting alone were not uncommon. That�s a well-structured
list, and both of the phrases following the appearances of the word �that�refer
to what the evidence indicates.
(E) has a similar opening to (D), but is missing �that� following the word

�indicates.��Indicates,� like �suggests,��implies,�or �points out,� should be
followed with �that�in order to be idiomatic. Choice (D), then, is correct.

232. C
This is a long, complicated sentence. The �rst order of business is to make

sense of all the commas and short phrases. One place to start might be the
modifying phrase �amassing little support, collapsing within hours. . . �Both of
those things refer to the coup�s failure. That means the modi�er is in the right
place, but since there are no other items in the list, it would be preferable to
condense both into one modi�er, as in choice (C): �amassing little support and
collapsing within hours. . . �This makes (C) a strong possibility.
(B) and (E) use �collapses� instead of �collapsing,� making it seem like

�fails�and �collapses�are parallel items in the same list. If the typical military
coup �fails,� does it also �collapse?� Yes, but that doesn�t mean �collapses�
should begin a parallel list item. �Collapses�would be redundant as an item of
such a list; instead, it modi�es the failure by further specifying what is meant.
Again, this makes (C) look better, as it includes �collapsing�in a modi�er.
(A) is clumsy due to the phrase �having usually gotten.�With no subject

(compare to �it� in choice (C)), this sentence implies that it is �the ideology�
that has gotten the attention. That isn�t what the sentence means. (D)�s
problem is that the comma, followed by �but,� implies that what follows is a
complete sentence. For comparison, (C) is a complete sentence after the �, but.�
(C), then, is the only correct choice.

233. E
When a modifying phrase is separated by two commas, the sentence should

be grammatically correct without it. (A) is not: �The gypsy moth it has estab-
lished itself.�The �it�is problematic. That eliminates choices (A) and (B).
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One key di¤erence among the remaining choices is the verb containing the
word �eradicated.�(E) is only �eradicated,�while (C) is �has been eradicated�
and (D) is �having been eradicated.��Eradicated� is su¢ cient on its own, so
(E) is the most likely correct choice. (C) is incorrect also because it connects
the moth�s eradication and its ability to defoliate in the same phrase� those are
contradictory. (D) is incorrect also because of the redundancy of �Although�
and �still.�One or the other is �ne, but both are not necessary. (E) is correct.

234. B
You should recognize this as a modi�er problem. What is �Displayed. . . ?�

It turns out that electric light is displayed, but the words �electric light�don�t
show up until long after the comma. (A), then, is wrong.
(D) and (E) have a di¤erent opening modi�er, but they are also wrong. Who

is �witnessing electric light for the �rst time?�Presumably the residents of San
Francisco, yet those words don�t show up right after the comma.
(B) and (C) are very similar until the �nal phrase. Read around the phrase

�one hundred years. . . Independence,� and determine what should follow the
comma. �Displayed. . . � should modify �electric light,� meaning that (B) is
correct. Note that (B) is passive voice and (C) is not; answers with passive
voice are often, but not always, wrong. If every other answer has more serious
grammatical problems, a choice containing passive voice can be correct.

235. A
Not only is the entire sentence underlined, but a glance at the choices reveals

that there are no clear patterns to help you eliminate multiple choices at once.
The initial sentence looks good: the taxon includes a number of species, which
is more than the other taxons. There are multiple modi�ers, and they appear
to modify the right things.
(B) has extraneous language, such as �that is� following the �rst comma.

Also, the concluding �classi�ed in it� is awkward. (C) has a phrase you can
read around, leaving you with �The Mormyridae taxon it includes. . . �which is
clearly wrong.
(D) has an extraneous �which is,�as well as the �classi�ed in it� that was

awkward in (B). Also, it implies a contrast (�While. . . �), though there is no
apparent contrast between the number of genera and the number of species.
(E) repeats the awkward �classi�ed in it,� and separates the �203 di¤erent
species�from �more than all the other. . . �Those two facts are related (and are
adjacent in the initial sentence), making this construction much less clear.
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241. D
First, notice that the sentence contains a list. The state agencies are �using,�

�consulting,� and �studying.� �Using� and �studying� can�t be changed, so
�consulting� (which is parallel with �using�and �studying�) must remain the
same. That eliminates choices (B) and (E). The three remaining choices di¤er
in the �rst part of the underlined portion.
Both (A) and (C) use a pronoun, �their�or �them.�While it is clear from

context that the pronoun refers to the water resources, the GMAT holds you
to a higher grammatical standard. In this part of the sentence, there are two
plural nouns, �state agencies�and �water resources.�Technically, the pronoun
could refer to either of those, so �the previous rate�� which could only refer to
the rate that water resources are being used� must be correct.

242. C
The �rst apparent di¤erence in the choices is between starting with �a dis-

tinctive weaving style� and starting with �with them.� The latter is correct,
because the phrase following the comma (�through which. . . �) refers to the
weaving style. Therefore, we want the phrase �weaving style�to be as close to
�through which�as possible. That eliminates (A) and (B).
(D) is incorrect because of the present tense �maintains,�which con�icts with

the past tense �adapted�at the beginning of the sentence. That leaves �through
which they maintained both a livelihood�and �and maintaining through it both
a livelihood.�The key di¤erence is �which� instead of �it.��It�could refer to
any singular noun in the sentence (�The Navajo people,� �life in captivity,�
etc.), while �which�can only refer to the subject that precedes it. (C) is clear,
so it is correct.

243. D
The �rst issue in the initial sentence is the word �they.�The subject of the

sentence is �the company,�which is singular. �It� is correct, eliminating (A),
(B), and (C).
Two key di¤erences between (D) and (E) are �being based�versus �based,�

and �demand for� versus �demand it had for.�When in doubt, go with the
shorter answer, but we can be more speci�c here. �Being� is almost never
correct, and is certainly not correct when it isn�t necessary. �It had�is vague,
as �it� could refer to the company (as it does earlier in the sentence) or the
distribution system. Choice (D) is correct.

244. E
Choices (A) and (B) both have the pronoun �it,� presumably referring to

the newly low level of funding. While we can deduce what �it�must refer to,
using the pronoun is only correct when the noun it refers to is present in the
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sentence. Since �it�refers to something that isn�t in the sentence, (A) and (B)
can be eliminated.
(C) is incorrect due to the word �would.�That implies something hypothet-

ical, whereas the sentence is referring to a decrease that has actually happened.
(D) suggests that the low level will last (or has lasted) for a decade, while the
sentence refers to a �recent decrease�to a certain low level at one point in time.
That leaves only choice (E), which has the �lowest level�at one point in time,
and no problems with a pronoun.

245. D
The long opening phrase is a modi�er, referring to �local school boards.�

Many of the choices have problems, but as it turns out, proper modi�cation
isn�t one of them.
The construction �a recognition� is unidiomatic, so both (A) and (C) can

be eliminated. Both (B) and (E) use the pronoun �they� (and �them� in (E)
as well) before the subject is stated. In special cases, that�s acceptable, but
such cases are rare. In general, pronoun usage requires that it is clear what
the pronoun refers to when the pronoun is used. (D) solves that problem.
The modi�er refers to something that can be true of the �local school boards�
without using pronouns, so (D) is correct.

246. A
In the underlined portion, �it�is an abbreviation for �tsunami-related prop-

erty damage�and �did�is shorthand for �rose,�so the underlined portion needs
to communicate, �more than property damage rose .�That�s correct: �consid-
erably more than property damage rose in the previous year.�
Go through the other four answers to �nd the errors: (B) uses �they�instead

of �it�to refer to the singular �property damage.�(C) and (E) use �was�instead
of �did,� while �did� is correct in representing an active verb. (D) has no
subject, making it unclear what is greater than in the previous year. Choice
(A) is correct.
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251. C
The �rst di¤erence between the choices is the initial word in each: Choose

between �for,��to,� and �that.�This is one of the many English idioms gov-
erning which preposition to use along with a verb. In this case, the association
�uses� something �to�do something. (When in doubt, avoid the construction
that requires an �ing verb, such as �for establishing.) That limits our choices
to (B) and (C).
Comparing (B) and (C), we can focus on the end of the underlined portion:

�of� or �of as many, or.� (B) is not only longer, but it is slightly nonsensical:
�as many as�and �more than�mean di¤erent things. Since we can�t take out
�more than,� we�re stuck with that meaning. To avoid a contradiction, (B)
can�t be correct, leaving (C) as the correct choice.

252. D
The opening modi�er refers to something that must have been accomplished

by a person or a group of people. Therefore, the words immediately after the
comma must refer to a person or group of people. That eliminates (A) and (B).
The di¤erences between the other choices hinge on the word �both.�When used
to pair two things in a sentence, �both�is like a branching o¤.
For instance, in (D), there are two items paired by �both. . . and.� Both

should logically �nish the phrase begun by �how the country can.�In this case,
the results are: �how the country can expand foreign trade� and �how the
country can work e¤ectively toward peace. . . �Those work, so (D) is a possible
answer. The same cannot be said of the other two remaining choices.
In (C), the resulting phrases would be: �must now ascertain how the country

can. . . � and �must now ascertain work e¤ectively...�The latter doesn�t make
sense.
In (E), the word �also�creates problems. The resulting phrases are: �how

the country can expand foreign trade,�and �how the country can also how to
make it work.�Again, the latter doesn�t make sense. (D) is correct.

253. D
The �rst glaring error in the initial sentence is the idiom �decided of.�That�s

wrong; among the choices, �decided that� is the only acceptable alternative.
(�Decided to�or �decided on�can also be correct, depending on context.) That
eliminates (A), (C), and (E).
Of the remaining choices, (B) is incorrect. That choice makes it sound

that Walker and his band decided that bluegrass expanded. That doesn�t make
sense; if anything they would decide that bluegrass could expand, not that it had
already done something. By contrast, (D) makes things much more clear. The
use of �which� indicates that it is bluegrass that �has continued to expand,�
without suggesting that it is expanding simply because of Walker�s decision.
Choice (D) is correct.
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254. D
First, you can assume that (A) and (B) are almost certainly wrong, due

to the phrase �of there being.� �Being� is almost always incorrect. (E) also
has a major �aw: ��gurative signi�cance�means something very di¤erent from
�signi�cantly �gured.�
The key di¤erence between (C) and (D) is �of� versus �that there were.�

While �of�is shorter, whatever follows a phrase like �support the notion�must
be a complete sentence. (D) connects �the notion� to the complete sentence
starting with �there were many women. . . �with the word �that.�(C) does not,
so (D) is correct.

255. D
Since the sentence is saying he did not seem likely to develop the reputation,

we need the word �nor,� limiting the choices to (B), (D), or (E). (E) is wrong
because of the double negative (�nor. . . not�).
The two phrases �he did not have�and �seem likely to develop�both serve

to start the sentence, so both need a subject and a verb. �He did not have�
has a subject (�he�) and a verb (�did have�), so we need �nor did he�after the
comma so that there�s a subject and verb in that phrase as well. Choice (D) is
correct.
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261. E
If one thing should be clear from the sentence, it�s that (A) is incorrect. As

written, it�s a mess. �Has been automated�is passive voice and rather awkward,
it�s not clear what �it�refers to in �whether it be,�and �or also�is never correct.
The problem with �or also� allows you to eliminate (D) as well, while the

ambiguity of �whether it be,�makes (C) wrong. (B) and (E) also end with the
word �but,�which creates the conjunction �but also.��But also�is correct only
when paired with �not only,�which appears in (E) but not in (B). (E), then, is
the correct choice.

262. C
There are two places in the sentence to focus on: the area around �generating

solutions,�and the �rst few words after the semi-colon. The latter might be a
bit easier. A phrase that follows a semi-colon must be a complete sentence, so
(B) is incorrect: �Mainly to create a system. . . �is not a complete sentence.
Several other choices have problems in that area as well. (A) has the adverb

�mainly� in the wrong place. �Main� should modify �aim.� The sentence is
trying to point out the analysts� central goal. The idea of �main creation�
doesn�t quite make sense, and it certainly isn�t what the sentence is trying to
get across. (D) is missing a word for clarity: It should read, �their main aim is
the creation of.�(E) also has an error here: the aim is �to create,�not creating.
To say that the �aim is creating�means something else, that the aim itself (the
fact that analysts have a certain goal) is creating a certain system. (C) is the
only remaining choice.

263. D
The underlined phrase suggests that the poetry made way for some future

developments, meaning that we must refer to the poetry as something that was
created in the past. (Sometimes, as in �some critics say that it is,� we use
present tense to refer to works of art.) So, �pointed� is correct while �points�
is incorrect, eliminating (C) and (E).
There is also a comparison issue. It �pointed the way�to a type of poetry as

well as �the work of�another poet. It wouldn�t be correct to say that it pointed
to �free verse� and �Jack Kerouac�� those aren�t grammatically comparable.
Instead, �free verse�is grammatically similar to �the work of�Kerouac. There-
fore, only (D) can be correct. Note as well the idiom �pointed to� instead of
�pointed for.�We didn�t end up needing that, but it is another way to eliminate
a couple of choices.

264. E
Three of the choices open with �dangers,� while the other two start with

�that the dangers.�By comparing the dangers posed by the snake to the dan-
gers posed by �more mundane matters,�the sentence requires �recognized that,�
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because the traveler recognized a fact. The traveler may have �recognized dan-
gers�(by which we would mean that he realized that dangers were present), but
that�s not what the sentence is about. Eliminate (A), (B), and (C).
(D) is incorrect because of the �are�at the end of the sentence. It�s generally

bad form to end a sentence with a verb, and it�s unnecessary in this case. It is
also poor style to repeat the word �dangers�when �those�would su¢ ce. Choice
(E) is correct.

265. E
Not only is this a long, complicated sentence, but there are no patterns

that jump out at you in the answer choices. Start by analyzing the sentence
as written. It is incorrect due to the passive voice: �combined in it. . . were. . . �
That error might recur, but the only way to �nd out is to analyze each of the
other choices as well.
(B) is not a complete sentence. The phrase starting with �a test� is a

modi�er of the initial phrase, so there is no noun to pair with �combining.�(C)
is unlikely to be correct, as there are multiple instances of passive voice. The
vaccine �was licensed,�and three strains �had been combined in it.�
(D), like (B), is not a complete sentence. Read around the phrase �com-

bined. . . 1955,�and what�s left still needs a verb. (E) �nally solves all of these
problems. There is a slight instance of passive voice (�was licensed�) but noth-
ing as bad as (A) or (C). It is a complete sentence, and it is clear that Salk did
the combining of the strains. Choice (E) is correct.

266. A
Since four of the choices start with the word �and,� focus on the grammar

rule governing �and� following a comma. When �and� follows a comma (and
it is not part of a list), what follows �and�must be a complete sentence. That
eliminates (B) and (E), neither of which have a subject after �and.�
(C) and (D) have a subject (�it�) but it isn�t clear what the subject refers

to. There is no subject in the �rst phrase that is the thing raising the number
of countries recognized, so �it�doesn�t make sense in this context. Choice (A)
is correct.
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