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ARGUMENT No.1

: Hospital statistics regarding people who go to the emergency room
. after roller-skating accidents indicate the need for more protective
equipment. Within that group of people, 75 percent of those who
. had accidents in streets or parking lots had not been wearing any

Argument

protective clothing (helmets, knee pads, etc.) or any light-reflecting

. material (clip-on lights, glow-in-the-dark wrist pads, etc.). Clearly,
the statistics indicate that by investing in high-quality protective

. gear and reflective equipment, roller skaters will greatly reduce

. their risk of being severely injured in an accident.

: Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated

Wring

Instruction
. assumptions prove unwarranted.

. assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument

depends on these assumptions and what the implications are if the
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@ o -~ Scorers are trained to focus on the
-8 analytical logic of the essays more
than on spelling, grammar or syntax.

The mechanics of writing are weighed
S in their ratings only to the extent that
GR GUldetothe . o .
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Scoring Guide

A typical response of a 6 essay clearly identifies aspects of the

argument relevant to the assighed task and examines them
insightifully.

X E]

e N
D=

www.koolearn.com



SIEES

Writing Instructions

evidence - E .~ 39.... the economy does.” A

assumptlon -A - 10. ... and Bean” A/E
question - Q1 |

question - Q2 53. ... cheese.” Q3/A/E
question - Q3 |

. question - Q4

alternative explanation - A.E.

. question - Q5
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Writing Instructions
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2. Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or
unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain
how the argument depends on these assumptions and what
the implications are if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

stated assumption | =
- | - - ACEET:
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Argument No. 3

In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and fishing)
among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the
city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes
little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational facilities. For years there
have been complaints from residents about the quality of the river's water and the
river's smell. In response, the state has recently announced plans to clean up Mason
River. Use of the river for water sports is therefore sure to increase. The city
government should for that reason devote more money in this year's budget to
riverside recreational facilities.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove
unwarranted.
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Argument No. 3

In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating
and fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason
River flowing through the city is rarely used for these pursuits,

however, and the city park department devotes little of its budget to
maintaining riverside recreational facilities. For years there have been
complaints from residents about the quality of the river's water and
the river's smell. In response, the state has recently announced plans
to clean up Mason River. Use of the river for water sports is therefore
sure to increase. The city government should for that reason devote
more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.
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1) In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. 2) The Mason River flowing
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, 3) and the city park
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational
facilities. 4) For years there have been complaints from residents about the
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. 5) In response, the state has
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. 6) Use of the river for water
sports is therefore sure to increase. 7) The city government should for that reason
devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents
have been reluctant to participate in water sports.
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Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents
have been reluctant to participate in water sports.

poor quality | —> |rarely participate

a) challenge the cause or the effect - data

i. Only a small number of people complained.

ii. Only a small proportion of local residents complained.
b) point out the lack of empirical evidence - no survey/experiment
c) offer alternative explanations - easy

i. busy; ii. dangerous; iii. ...
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1) In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. 2) The Mason River flowing
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, 3) and the city park
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational
facilities. 4) For years there have been complaints from residents about the
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. 5) In response, the state has
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. 6) Use of the river for water
sports is therefore sure to increase. 7) The city government should for that reason
devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents
have been reluctant to participate in water sports.
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Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents
have been reluctant to participate in water sports.

poor quality | —> |rarely participate

a) challenge the cause or the effect - data
i. Only a small number of people complained.
ii. Only a small proportion of local residents complained.
b) point out the lack of empirical evidence - no survey/experiment
c) offer alternative explanations - easy
i. busy; ii. dangerous; iii. unsuitable for water sports:
too shallow for boating or swimming; no fish

www.koolearn.com



¥ {f21% - Examine Assumptions

The Holmes Law
:

a) challenge the cause or the effect - data
i. Only a small number of people complained.
ii. Only a small proportion of local residents complained.
b) point out the lack of empirical evidence - no survey/experiment
c) offer alternative explanations - easy
i. busy; ii. dangerous; iii. unsuitable for water sports:
too shallow for boating or swimming; no fish

www.koolearn.com



¥ {f21% - Examine Assumptions

1) In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. 2) The Mason River flowing
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, 3) and the city park
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational
facilities. 4) For years there have been complaints from residents about the
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. 5) In response, the state has
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. 6) Use of the river for water
sports is therefore sure to increase. 7) The city government should for that reason
devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
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Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents
have been reluctant to participate in water sports.
. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
a) They have an irresponsible governor. (will)
b) The pollution has been so severe that the state does not have the
budget. (can)
c) The pollution has been irreversible. (can)
d) The pollution is from the upper reaches of the river. (can)
e) The smell is not a result of pollution, but a result of odorous minerals
or organisms on the riverbed. (can)
f) Dealing with the pollution might affect the local economy. (will)
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Scoring Guide

A typical response of a 6 essay clearly identifies aspects of the

argument relevant to the assighed task and examines them
insightfully./
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Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents have
been reluctant to participate in water sports.
a) challenge the cause or the effect - data
b) point out the lack of empirical evidence - no survey/experiment
c) offer alternative explanations - easy

. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.

a) They have an irresponsible governor. (will)
b) The pollution has been so severe that the state does not ... (can)
c) The pollution has been irreversible. (can)
d) The pollution is from the upper reaches of the river. (can)
e) The smell is not a result of pollution, but a result of odorous ... (can)
f) Dealing with the pollution might affect the local economy. (will)
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1) In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. 2) The Mason River flowing
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, 3) and the city park
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational
facilities. 4) For years there have been complaints from residents about the
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. 5) In response, the state has
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. 6) Use of the river for water
sports is therefore sure to increase. 7) The city government should for that reason
devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
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How to Challenge a Survey (Study/ Statistics/ Research/ Report ...):

1. result
2. information

a) sample size d) duration
b) sampling - random e) surveyor - authoritative < disinterested

f) question design

Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
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How to Challenge a Survey (Study/ Statistics/ Research/ Report ...):
1. result

A recently conducted survey suggests that ...

Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
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1) In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. 2) The Mason River flowing
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, 3) and the city park
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational
facilities. 4) For years there have been complaints from residents about the
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. 5) In response, the state has
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. 6) Use of the river for water
sports is therefore sure to increase. 7) The city government should for that reason
devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Assumptions:

1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.
3. The residents might only love to watch water sports!
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S)ERSEMFRE)LAERL!

— fACPaul

Assumptions:
1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that ...
2. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.

3. The residents might only love to watch water sports!
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Scoring Guide

A typical response of a 6 essay clearly identifies aspects of the

argument relevant to the assighed task and examines them
insightfully./

low probability the bar of persuasiveness high probability
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1. It is because of the poor quality of the river that Mason City residents have
been reluctant to participate in water sports.
a) challenge the cause or the effect - data
b) point out the lack of empirical evidence - no survey/experiment
c) offer alternative explanations - easy

. The announced plans will and can be successfully implemented.

a) They have an irresponsible governor. (will)
b) The pollution has been so severe that the state does not ... (can)
c) The pollution has been irreversible. (can)
d) The pollution is from the upper reaches of the river. (can)
e) The smell is not a result of pollution, but a result of odorous ... (can)
f) Dealing with the pollution might affect the local economy. (will)

3. The surveys were effectively carried out and therefore valid.
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