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课程安排

5~6: Argument

3~4: Argument 7~8: Issue

9~10: Issue

1~2: Introduction and Language
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Introduction of GRE AW

1. Task

2. Score

3. Soft and Hardware



1. Task

Issue 

Argument

Topic       Task

问题 议论文
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1. Task

Issue 

Argument

Topic       Task

问题 议论文

议论文 批判*

*批判与驳论文的区别
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1. Task



2002 2012 2015 2018

N/A Issue 244-1 63(149) +1 +1

N/A Argument 242 84(170) +2 +1



Total 63/149

社会 9

思维 11

教育 14

历史 5

法律 5

政府 9

艺术 4

环境 2

科技 4

19



Total 84/174

商业 40

政府 20

科研 15

教育 9

34



2. Score

（1）最终成绩

（2）评分过程



2. Score

（1）最终成绩



http://gradengineering.columbia.edu/standardized-test-scores-0
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2. Score

（2）评分过程

Human Reader

E-rater

ESDS
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2. Score

（2）评分过程

Human Reader

E-rater

ESDS
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Grammar

《托福初阶写作》 Part I, Part III



3. Soft and Hardware

（1）软件

（2）硬件



3. Soft and Hardware

9

（1）软件



9



10





11



9





3. Soft and Hardware

（2）硬件
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Language



一、遣词

1. Diction Variety

（1）同根:

（2）非同根:

（3）周边修饰语:









同根
education

educate

educated

educates

educator

educational

非同根： schooling, learning, training, socialization, 

edification, equipped with knowledge, master skills 

Education



一、遣词

1. Diction Variety

（1）同根:

（2）非同根: ECC’E’

（3）周边修饰语:

explain



一、遣词

1. Diction Variety

（1）同根:

（2）非同根: ECC’E’

（3）周边修饰语:

explain

解
analyze

anatomize

hash out

debacle

debunk

extricate

释
understand

present example

describe details

make it clear

clarify

put in plain word

解释、证明、说明、阐述
elaborate, illustrate, prove, elucidate, 

justify, account for, defend



一、遣词

1. Diction Variety

（1）同根:

（2）非同根: ECC’E’

（3）周边修饰语:

Example



一、遣词

1. Diction Variety

（1）同根:

（2）非同根:

（3）周边修饰语: 词序变化



cost-cutting measures

A. measures cutting-cost
B. measures cutting cost
C. measures cutting costs



out-dropping students

A. students dropping-out
B. students dropping out
C. students out dropping



baggage-handling procedure

A. procedure handling baggage
B. procedure of handling baggage
C. procedure of baggage handling



practice of rearing children

A. children-rearing practice
B. child-rearing practice
C. rearing-child practice

Syllabus, p.34, A10



2. 押韵

… previously provided …
fire __________

frequent ________
________  connection

________  affect



MAX SPAN

CAR RENTAL

CLICK IT OR TICKET



Beauty of Balance 





Nations should not require that all students 

study the same national curriculum.  If 

every child were presented with the same 

material, it would assume that all children 

learn the same and that all teachers are 

capable of teaching the same material in 

the same way.  

63



In addition to neglecting differences in 

learning and teaching styles, it would 

also stifle creativity and create a 

generation of drones.  The uniformity 

would also lend itself to governmental 

meddling in curriculum that could 

result in the destruction of democracy.  



If every teacher is forced to teach a 

certain text, the government need only 

change that text to misinform an entire 

generation.  Lastly, a standardized 

curriculum would also adversely affect 

students who come from lower income 

families or families who have little 

education as they might not have as many 

resources for learning outside of school.  



3. 词组

（1）功能型：
per se

per capita
bear out

excise A from B
frown on doing

p.236/p.322



3. 词组

（2）辅助型：
red herring





This piece of evidence amounts to the red 
herring in this argument misleading us into 
believing that A has caused B, but it per se
makes little sense. 



3. 词组

（2）辅助型：
red herring
in a nutshell
bolts and nuts
at stake



This question is at stake.

At stake is an issue about whether or not … 



www.theidioms.com



4. 定语

（1）含义

（2）位置

（3）叠加



4. 定语

（1）含义

exciting event

exciting person

excited person

driving license 



Supporting evidence

Supported evidence



6. Their habitat is limited to areas 
warm enough to sustain the plants on 
which they feed and cold enough, at 
least some of the year, for the ice to 
cover the sea separating the islands, 
allowing the deer to travel over it. 



(2) 位置
drug preventing cancer

preventing cancer drug

preventing-cancer drug

cancer-preventing drug



2. Scientists propose placing seismic stations 
on the floor of the Pacific Ocean to warn 
threatened coastal communities on the 
northwestern coast of the United States of 
approaching tidal waves caused by 
earthquakes. Since forewarned communities 
could take steps to evacuate, many of the 
injuries and deaths that would otherwise 
occur could be avoided if the government 
would implement this proposal.

16



4. 定语

（3）叠加

crazy Germany army

crazy German army

crazy army from Germany

crazy army German





5. 冠词

the apple

the apple on the table

apple on the table

the apples





6. Passive voice

be done by

be done

done by







二、造句

1. 标点的使用

（1） , SVO and VO.

SVO, and VO.

SVO and SVO.

SVO, and SVO.



1.Woven baskets characterized by a particular distinctive pattern have 

previously been found only in the immediate vicinity of the prehistoric 

village of Palea and therefore were believed to have been made only by 

the Palean people. Recently, however, archaeologists discovered such a 

"Palean" basket in Lithos, an ancient village across the Brim River from 

Palea. The Brim River is very deep and broad, and so the ancient Paleans

could have crossed it only by boat, and no Palean boats have been found. 

Thus it follows that the so-called Palean baskets were not uniquely Palean. 



二、造句

1. 标点的使用

（2） ‘s



2. 主语多样性

（1）性质：6+1

Sb.                      Doing
Sth.                      To do

Sentence                Inversion
0

（2）长度：长中短



The speaker claims that … 
This claim that …., however, fails to … 
What has been assumed behind this is that … 
Accepting such assumption requires efforts in searching … 
To find out the information about … is to strengthen … 
There must have been some other elements affecting the 
same result in this survey … 
Consider a situation in which … 



3. 平行结构：

（1）对称

（2）排他

（3）有序



It is often asserted that the purpose of 
education is to free the mind and the spirit. 
In reality, however, formal education tends to 
restrain our minds and spirits rather than set 
them free.



It is often asserted that the purpose of 
education is to free the mind and the spirit. 
In reality, however, formal education might 
tend to restrain our minds and spirits rather 
than set them free.





4. 平均句长





三、成篇

1. 平均段长

开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾



2. 句子连接

（1）连词：and, or, so, but, yet, whereas

（2）标点：

（3）修饰结构：
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The sky is blue, the land is black.
The sky is blue, the land black.

The argument, its evidence insufficient, is not well 
reasoned.



SVO, and SVO.

S, and SVO, VO.



SVO, because SVO.

SVO. Because SVO.

SVO. But SVO.



SVO. And SVO.

SVO, accordingly, SVO.

SVO, so, SVO.



However, SVO.

SVO, however.

SVO, however, SVO.



SVO, and however, SVO.

SVO, however, and SVO.



16. In surveys Mason City residents rank 
water sports (swimming, boating and 
fishing) among their favorite recreational 
activities. The Mason River flowing 
through the city is rarely used for these 
pursuits, however, and the city park 
department devotes little of its budget 
to maintaining riverside recreational 
facilities.

40



However, SVO. SVO.

SVO; however, SVO.

SVO, however; SVO.



Though SVO, SVO.

Though SVO, but SVO.

Though SVO, S nevertheless VO.



Though, SVO, SVO.

Though, SVO, but SVO.

SVO, though, but SVO.



3. 一致 （Agreement）

（1）主谓一致

（2）数量一致

（3）指代一致



alumni

alumnus

alumna

alumnae





parents … they … children …

parents … children … they …

parents … child … they …

they … parents … children …   



Even the most brilliant thinkers, from Socrates to Sartre, live lives in time. A 

childhood, an adolescence, an adulthood; these are common to me and you as well 

as the greatest writers. Furthermore, many of the great thinkers we esteem in our 

Western culture lived somewhat uneventful lives. What distinguished their life from 

say a common laborer was their work. Therefore, what provided the grist for their 

work? One might say that they were brilliant and this alone was sufficient to 

distinguish their lives from the masses. Intellect alone cannot devise situations or 

thoughts from no where; there must be a basis and that basis is most common, if 

not always, observation of the common, of the quotidian. Critics of this idea may 

argue that these thinkers were products of fine educations and were well schooled 

in the classics. This, they may point to, is the real basis for their knowledge. 



4. 连贯

（1） 串联

（2） 并联



Beauty of Flow





4. 连贯

A = B
B = C
C = D



11. People are often told to obey the rules. In reality, 

these rules are not permanent: what is right at a given 

point in time may be declared wrong at another time and 

vice versa. The world changes so rapidly that rules are 

out-of-date almost as soon as they are created. People 

cannot rely on established guidelines to determine what 

they should and should not do. 

17



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾



71

Citing surveys of city residents, the author reports 

city resident's love of water sports. It is not clear, 

however, the scope and validity of that survey. …

Additionally, the author implies that residents do not use 

the river for swimming, boating, and fishing, despite their 

professed interest, because the water is polluted and 

smelly. …

Building upon the implication that residents do not use 

the river due to the quality of the river's water and the 

smell, the author suggests that a river clean up will result 

in increased river usage. …



Argument

I. Topic 审题

II. Critique 批判

III. Flaws 错误

IV. Pool 题库
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Background (0-1)

Argument (1)

Instruction (1/4)

I. Topic 审题
1. macro 宏观审题



70

Write a response in which you 

discuss what questions would need 

to be answered in order to decide 

whether the prediction and the 

argument on which it is based are 

reasonable. Be sure to explain how 

the answers to these questions would 

help to evaluate the prediction.





70

Write a response in which you examine 

the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 

the argument. Be sure to explain how the 

argument depends on these assumptions, 

and what the implications are for the 

argument if the assumptions 

prove unwarranted.





70

Write a response in which you discuss 

what specific evidence is needed to 

evaluate the argument and explain how 

the evidence would weaken or 

strengthen the argument.



On one hand, the speaker cites …, ... 

and …, respectively, as the basis of 

reasoning. On the other hand, however, 

the reasoning would be more cogent were 

it to include more evidence about …, 

about … and about …



70

Write a response in which you discuss one or 

more alternative explanations that could rival 

the proposed explanation and explain how 

your explanation(s) can plausibly account for 

the facts presented in the argument.





2. micro

（1）结论 conclusion
道理：

（2）假设 assumptions 

事实： （3） evidence



天阴了，要下雨，我们应该带雨伞。

天阴了，要下雨，……，……，…… 我们应该带雨伞。





40

51. Happy Pancake House





c:

a:

e:



40

51. The following memorandum is from the business 

manager of Happy Pancake House restaurants.

“… … Thus, to avoid the expense of purchasing butter and 

to increase profitability, the Happy Pancake House should 

extend this cost-saving change to its restaurants in the 

southeast and northeast as well."





40

51. The following memorandum is from the business 

manager of Happy Pancake House restaurants.

"Butter has now been replaced by margarine in Happy 

Pancake House restaurants throughout the southwestern 

United States. Only about 2 percent of customers have 

complained, indicating that 98 people out of 100 are happy 

with the change. …"





“… Furthermore, many servers have reported that a 

number of customers who ask for butter do not 

complain when they are given margarine instead. 

Clearly, either these customers cannot distinguish 

butter from margarine or they use the term 'butter' to 

refer to either butter or margarine. …”
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c:

a:

e:
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16. In surveys Mason City residents rank 
water sports (swimming, boating and fishing) 
among their favorite recreational activities. 
The Mason River flowing through the city is 
rarely used for these pursuits, however, and 
the city park department devotes little of its 
budget to maintaining riverside recreational 
facilities. ... The city government should for 
that reason devote more money in this year's 
budget to riverside recreational facilities.



c:

a:

e:









leech



… For years there have been complaints 
from residents about the quality of the 
river's water and the river's smell. In 
response, the state has recently announced 
plans to clean up Mason River. Use of the 
river for water sports is therefore sure to 
increase. 





II. Critique 批判

1. macro 

标题 时态

段落 格式

标点



Essay Response — Score 6

While it may be true that the Mason City 
government ought to devote more money to 
riverside recreational facilities, this author's 
argument does not make a cogent case for 
increased resources based on river use. It is 
easy to understand why city residents would 
want a cleaner river, but this argument is rife 
with holes and assumptions, and thus, not 
strong enough to lead to increased funding.

标题 时态 71



段落 格式 11



TOEFL is important.GRE is also important. 

TOEFL is important. GRE is also important.            

TOEFL is important . GRE is also important.

As for tuition, 5,000 dollars per year would often be set for 

local residents.               

标点



GRE is “important.”                                

GRE is “important”. 

GRE is “important”; ….

GRE is “important”, ….

p.38, T25 Jazz

<< … >>





www.koo.cn



GRE is important -- that is …

GRE is important --that is …

GRE is important-- that is …

GRE is important--that is …

GRE is important- -that is …

GRE is important - that is … 



II. Critique

2. micro

（1）开头

（2）主体（先讲）

（3）结尾

文
无
定
法



(2) 主体：

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    



Happy Pancake House has substituted 

margarine for butter, mentions this 

business manager. 



Happy Pancake House has substituted 

margarine for butter, mentions this business 

manager. He or she further assumes that 

only 2% complaining rate accounts for the 

high level of satisfaction among customers. 

Implicated behind this assumption lies 

another premise: …. 



Happy Pancake House has substituted 

margarine for butter, mentions this 

business manager. He or she further 

assumes that only 2% complaining rate 

accounts for the high level of satisfaction 

among customers. Implicated behind this 

assumption lies another premise: …. 

However, another scenario that should be 

taken into account hints that … 



Happy Pancake House has substituted 

margarine for butter, mentions this business 

manager. He or she further assumes that only 

2% complaining rate accounts for the high 

level of satisfaction among customers. 

Implicated behind this assumption lies another 

premise: …. However, another scenario that 

should be taken into account hints that … Plus, 

what would happen if …? If this were true, 

then … 



Happy Pancake House has substituted 

margarine for butter, mentions this business 

manager. He or she further assumes that only 

2% complaining rate accounts for the high 

level of satisfaction among customers. 

Implicated behind this assumption lies 

another premise: …. However, another 

scenario that should be taken into account 

hints that … Plus, what would happen if …? If 

this were true, then … Therefore, at this point 

the speaker may fail for using a part to 

represent the whole. 



Happy Pancake House has substituted margarine for 

butter, mentions this business manager. He or she 

further assumes that only 2% complaining rate 

accounts for the high level of satisfaction among 

customers. Implicated behind this assumption lies 

another premise: …. However, another scenario that 

should be taken into account hints that … Plus, what 

would happen if …? If this were true, then … Therefore, 

at this point the speaker may fail for using a part to 

represent the whole. To rectify this flaw, we need to 

obtain the access to the recent selling records about 

how many pancakes have been sold out. 





… For years there have been complaints from 
residents about the quality of the river's water 
and the river's smell. In response, the state 
has recently announced plans to clean up 
Mason River. Use of the river for water sports 
is therefore sure to increase. 

71



clean up more use of river

the river can be cleaned

(1) natural (2) cross-border pollution

no direct cause found

identify pollutant

主体第三段

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    

草拟提纲



71

示范段落



The author suggests that ... 

If …, this may be true. For example, if …, … could …

But if …, this may not be true. There are some …

Consequently, … may … 

Regardless of whether they complained or not, … should …

语料

M:

A:

P:

E:

S:

71

试写段落



主体第一段

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    

2% complained 

40

草拟提纲



2% complained

98% happy, pancake, butter or margarine

(1) vote on foot (2) other topping

part = whole?

recent selling records

主体第一段

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    



71

提取语料



The author suggests that ... 

If …, this may be true. For example, if …, … could …

But if …, this may not be true. There are some …

Consequently, … may … 

Regardless of whether they complained or not, … should …

语料

M:

A:

P:

E:

S:

71

试写段落



The author suggests that 2% customers have 

complained about the change of butter with margarine. 

If all customers would have ordered pancakes, it may be 

true that the rest 98% are happy with the change. For 

example, if a consumer were to order some pancakes 

and use margarine as topping without any grumble, this 

could show that he or she might be happy.



2% complained

98% happy, pancake, butter or margarine

(1) vote on foot (2) other topping

part = whole?

recent selling records

主体第一段

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    



But if some consumers vote on foot rather than 

complain in file, this may not be true. There are some 

clients who have not complained about the change, 

because they prefer other topping instead, like syrup, 

cream, fruit, or honey. Or perhaps, there come a number 

of consumers who would select no pancake but a cup of 

coffee.



The author suggests that ... 

If …, this may be true. For example, if …, … could …

But if …, this may not be true. There are some …

Consequently, … may … 

Regardless of whether they complained or not, … should …

语料

M:

A:

P:

E:

S:

71



Consequently, this business manager may have 

failed to preclude these three alternatives above, 

thus committing a flaw of using a part to 

represent the whole. Regardless of whether 

customers prefer butter or margarine, he or she 

should obtain the access to the recent selling 

record and calculate how many pancakes have 

been sold after the change. 



21177



主体第二段

Mention

Assumption

Possibilities

Evaluation

Suggestion    

do not complain

40

草拟提纲



主体第二段提纲：

M: many servers, a number of customers, not complained

A: cannot distinguish, or illiterate

P1: well educated, tolerate, since compl_mentarily provided

P2: server A took margarine, customer complained to server B

E: immature survey with no control of collecting data

S: new survey, immediate feed back



16

提取语料



The argument is discussing ... 

It relies on the idea that …

What if …? If it were so, … It could have contained …

… can be misleading. …

If … add the information …, … would be much better backed.

语料

M:

A:

P:

E:

S:

71



主体第二段提纲：

M: many servers, a number of customers, not complained

A: cannot distinguish, or illiterate

P1: well educated, tolerate, since complimentarily provided

P2: server A took margarine, customer complained to server B

E: immature survey with no control of collecting data

S: new survey, immediate feed back



What is discussing now pertains to many servers 
reporting that a number of customers did not 
complained after being given margarine instead 
of butter they originally ordered. 



It relies on the idea that these consumers cannot 
distinguish butter from margarine or that they 
are illiterate at all. 



What if they were well educated? If this 
were so, they might have just tolerated 
something complimentarily provided at 
Happy Pancake House. 



In addition, it could have contained another 
circumstance in which server A took 
margarine to a customer who later 
complained to server B instead, a situation 
that could well challenge the unstated 
assumption. 



So, the analysis here in this argument appears 
misleading, due to immature survey with no 
control of collecting data. We hereby suggest 
that the business manager conduct a new 
survey asking for immediate feedback from 
each consumer. 



What is discussing now pertains to many servers reporting 
that a number of customers did not complained after being 
given margarine instead of butter they originally ordered. It 
relies on the idea that these consumers cannot distinguish 
butter from margarine or that they are illiterate at all. What if 
they were well educated? If this were so, they might have just 
tolerated something complimentarily provided at Happy 
Pancake House. In addition, it could have contained another 
circumstance in which server A took margarine to a customer 
who later complained to server B instead, a situation that 
could well challenge the unstated assumption. So, the analysis 
here in this argument appears misleading, due to immature 
survey with no control of collecting data. We hereby suggest 
that the business manager conduct a new survey asking for 
immediate feedback from each consumer. 



M: … points to evidence that …

A: … is an indicator of …

P: … bring up a fact that …

… could challenge …



E: … criticize … 

S: Rather than suggesting …, … suggests that …



M: … points to evidence that …

A: … is an indicator of …

P: … bring up a fact that …

… could challenge …

E: … criticize … 

S: Rather than suggesting …, … suggests that …



M: … points to evidence that …

A: … is an indicator of …

P: … bring up a fact that …

… could challenge …

E: … criticize … 

S: Rather than suggesting …, … suggests that …

M: many servers, a number of customers, not complained

A: cannot distinguish, or illiterate

P1: well educated, tolerate, since complimentarily provided

P2: server A took margarine, customer complained to server B

E: immature survey with no control of collecting data

S: new survey, immediate feed back



The speaker further points to the evidence that 

many servers substituted margarine for butter 

few complaints purported. 



It is a good indicator of the satisfaction 

level of customers who supposedly could 

not distinguish butter from margarine or be 

illiterate at all. 



Before paying our homage to this assumption, we may instead bring up 

a possible scenario that these consumers were well educated, and that 

they simply paid necessary tolerance to something complimentarily 

provided here in Happy Pancake House, like margarine or napkin. Also, 

maybe server A took margarine to a customer who later complained to 

server B, another possible situation that may well challenge the 

aforementioned assumption. 



The immature survey with no control of 

collecting data makes this argument culpable 

for the imprudent use of evidence.



Rather than suggesting the author to gather more 

reports from servers, we suggest that a new survey 

designed to  find out the real, immediate feedback 

from customers be conducted.



The speaker further points to the evidence that many servers substituted margarine for butter few 

complaints purported. It is a good indicator of the satisfaction level of customers who supposedly 

could not distinguish butter from margarine or be illiterate at all. Before paying our homage to this 

assumption, we may instead bring up a possible scenario that these consumers were well educated, 

and that they simply paid necessary tolerance to something complimentarily provided here in Happy 

Pancake House, like margarine or napkin. Also, maybe server A took margarine to a customer who 

later complained to server B, another possible situation that may well challenge the aforementioned 

assumption. Thus, the immature survey with no control of collecting data makes this argument 

culpable for the imprudence use of evidence. Rather than suggesting the author to gather more reports 

from servers, it is suggested that a new survey designed to  find out the real, immediate feedback from 

customers be conducted. (MAPES 156 words)



















The speaker assumes that the cost-saving change can be 

accomplished without itself causing any business disadvantage, but 

it may make little sense. The underlying assumption flawed, this 

leaves open a possibility that the taste of preferring butter has 

been entrenched in Michigan, for example. If it were true, this 

alternative would largely harm this reasoning in this memo. For the 

same reason, the recommendation of the manager could be helped 

if he or she could in the first place touch base with retailer of 

margarine in northeast United States. 



96



M

A

PE

S



M

A

PE

S



It is indicated that customers could not distinguish butter from margarine or be illiterate at 

all. This indication is grounded on the immature survey with no control of collecting data, 

which makes it culpable for the imprudence use of evidence. Conceivably, the speaker 

points to the evidence that many servers substituted margarine for butter few complaints 

purported, but before paying our homage to his or her assumption, we may instead bring 

up a possible scenario that these consumers were well educated, and that they simply paid 

necessary tolerance to something complimentarily provided here in Happy Pancake 

House, like margarine or napkin. Also, maybe server A took margarine to a customer who 

later complained to server B, another possible situation that may well challenge the 

aforementioned assumption. Rather than suggesting the author to gather more reports 

from servers, we suggest that a new survey designed to find out the real, immediate 

feedback from customers be conducted.



M

A

PE

S

M

A

PE

S

M

A

PE

S
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示范段落



P







77

示范段落



M

A

PE

S

M

A

PE

S

P



（1）开头：

批判

p.92



70

Write a response in which you 

discuss what questions would need 

to be answered in order to decide 

whether the prediction and the 

argument on which it is based are 

reasonable. Be sure to explain how 

the answers to these questions would 

help to evaluate the prediction.





Are the rest 98% consumers really happy with the change? 

Should the silence of consumer be explained as the disability of 

them to distinguish butter from margarine? Could the price of 

purchasing butter keep always higher than that of margarine 

throughout the United States? This business manager fails to 

answer these and other questions properly, so he or she cannot 

justify the suggestion in the end.





70

Write a response in which you examine 

the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 

the argument. Be sure to explain how the 

argument depends on these assumptions, 

and what the implications are for the 

argument if the assumptions 

prove unwarranted.





While it may be true that the Mason City government ought to 

devote more money to riverside recreational facilities, this 

author's argument does not make a cogent case for increased 

resources based on river use. It is easy to understand why city 

residents would want a cleaner river, but this argument is rife with 

holes and assumptions, and thus, not strong enough to lead to

increased funding.



The speaker concludes that … To support this 

conclusion, he or she cites the fact that … and 

that … . Further, he or she also cites that … But 

after careful scrutiny, it appears that this 

argument is not convincing as it stands. 



（3）结尾：

综述建议

补充错误 + 批判

提取立意



A clean, beautiful, safe river often adds to a city's 

property values, leads to increased tourism and 

revenue from those who come to take advantage of 

the river, and a better overall quality of life for 

residents. For these reasons, city government may 

decide to invest in improving riverside recreational 

facilities. However, this author's argument is not likely 

significantly persuade the city government to allocate 

increased funding.



In sum, … do not justify … To strengthen the 

argument, its proponent must show that … To 

better assess the argument, I would need 

more information about …
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Argument

I. Topic 审题

II. Critique 批判

III. Flaws 错误

IV. Pool 题库



III Flaws 错误

1. 推理（时间）

2. 集合（空间）

3. 统计（数量）



1. 推理（时间）

(1) 原因
x     y 

past           now             future



Syllabus, p.36, A1





M: Brim River

A:

P:

E:

S:



The situation today mirrors that in ancient time.

Rivers do change course over time.

Rivers may vary in size over the course of centuries.

Rivers are affected by climate.

A culture needs no boat if they could cross a river by the ice.



M: boat

A:

P:

E:

S:



A decrepit reed boat may rot without a trace or be 

used for firewood.

The debris might be buried elsewhere under silt.

Imagine that the basket was traded upstream to the 

easily-forded headwater, in which case … 



M: basket

A:

P:

E:

S:



开头示范（概括结构+批判）：

This is a simply argument with the mere fact of same baskets 

found in both sides of Brim River. In order to evaluate the claim 

that Palean-style baskets are not uniquely Palean, at least two 

types of evidence are still needed: the first is the evidence from 

ancient physical geography; the second is that from ancient 

anthropology. 



1. 推理（时间）

(2) 结果
x  y 

past           now             future



Syllabus, p. 47, A48



Syllabus, p. 47, A48

The following appeared in a magazine article 

about planning for retirement.

"Clearview should be a top choice for anyone 

seeking a place to retire, because …." 





Clearview should be a top choice for anyone 

seeking a place to retire,

because it has spectacular natural beauty and a 

consistent climate.



To begin with, although consistent climate and natural beauty might be 
attractive to many retirees, these features are probably not important to all 
retirees. For many retirees it is probably more important to live near 
relatives, or even to enjoy changing seasons. Also, Clearview’s declining 
housing costs do not necessarily make Clearview the best place to retire-for 
two reasons. First, despite the decline Clearview’s housing costs might be 
high compared to housing costs in other cities. Secondly, for wealthier 
retirees housing costs are not likely to be a factor in choosing a place to 
retire. Thus, the mere fact that housing costs have been in decline lends 
scant support to the recommendation.

p.86, A48, B1



Clearview should be a top choice for anyone seeking 

a place to retire,

Another advantage is that housing costs in Clearview

have fallen significantly during the past year



Clearview should be a top choice for anyone seeking 

a place to retire,

Moreover, Clearview's

mayor promises many 

new programs to improve 

schools, streets, and 

public services. 

and taxes remain 

lower than those in 

neighboring towns.



The article’s reliance on Clearview’s tax rates is also problematic in two 
respects. First, retirees obviously have innumerable choices about where to 
retire besides Clearview and nearby towns. Secondly, for retirees who are 
well-off financially taxes are not likely to be an important concern in 
choosing a place to retire. Yet another problem with the argument involves 
the mayor’s promises. In light of Clearview’s low tax rates, whether the 
mayor can follow through on those promises is highly questionable. Besides, 
even if the city makes the improvements promised, those improvements 
particularly the ones to schools-would not necessarily be important to 
retirees. 

p.86, A48, B2



Clearview should be a top choice for anyone 

seeking a place to retire,

And best of all, retirees in Clearview can also 

expect excellent health care as they grow older, 

since the number of physicians in the area is far 

greater than the national average."



shouyi



Finally, although the number of physicians in Clearview is relatively high, the 
per capita number might be relatively low. Moreover, it would be fairer to 
compare this per capita number with the per capita number for other 
attractive retirement towns rather than the national average. After all, 
retirees are likely to place a relatively heavy burden on health-care 
resources. Besides, the article provides no assurances that the number of 
physicians in Clearview will remain high in the future. 

p.86, A48, B3



1. 推理（时间）

(3) 因果
x  y 

past           now             future



Syllabus, p.48, A54 



Syllabus, p.48, A54 

54.Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands 

about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years 

most of the large mammal species that had 

lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had 

become extinct. … Therefore, some climate 

change or other environmental factor must 

have caused the species' extinctions. 



Syllabus, p.48, A54 

…Yet humans cannot have been a factor in 

the species' extinctions, because there is no 

evidence that the humans had any significant 

contact with the mammals. …Therefore, 

some climate change or other environmental 

factor must have caused the species' 

extinctions. 



M: no evidence = contact

A: no evidence, not contacted, not killed

P: not found evidence, bamboo spear

P: food chain, territory, water

P: trap

E: archaeology, evidence in peril



Syllabus, p.48, A54 

…Further, archaeologists have discovered 

numerous sites where the bones of fish had 

been discarded, but they found no such areas 

containing the bones of large mammals, so 

the humans cannot have hunted the mammals. 

Therefore, some climate change or other 

environmental factor must have caused the 

species' extinctions. 



M: fish bone, no mammal’s bone

A: human ate fish, but not fish bone

Similarly, if hunt elephants, e.g., their bone?

Not hunt mammal

P: dump into sea

P: emigrate, leave the island



Perhaps, humans drove these other species away from 

their natural habitat not by significant contact but 

merely by intruding on their territory.

Or perhaps, humans consumed the plants and animals 

on which these species relied for their subsistence.

Humans exported mammals -- particularly their bones -

- during this time period.



Syllabus, p.48, A54 

…Further, archaeologists have discovered 

numerous sites where the bones of fish had 

been discarded, but they found no such areas 

containing the bones of large mammals, so 

the humans cannot have hunted the mammals. 

Therefore, some climate change or other 

environmental factor must have caused the 

species' extinctions. 



M: climate, extinguished rhino, hippo

A: volcano, disaster, hailstone 

P: but no evidence either!

P: ? How selective mammal? Not man?

P: if volcano, then ashes, lava

S: geologist



Syllabus, p.48,  A165



Syllabus, p.48,  A165

165. Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands 

about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years 

most of the large mammal species that had 

lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands were 

extinct…The only clear explanation is that 

humans caused the extinction of the various 

mammal species through excessive hunting.



Syllabus, p.48,  A165

165. … Previous archaeological findings have 

suggested that early humans generally relied on 

both fishing and hunting for food; since 

archaeologists have discovered numerous sites 

in the Kaliko Islands where the bones of fish 

were discarded, it is likely that the humans also 

hunted the mammals. … The only clear 

explanation is that humans caused the extinction 

of the various mammal species through 

excessive hunting.



M: fish bone

A: fish bone = human, chain of food adversely affect

P: fish = bear, self

P: even though, human, fish bone, then other bone?

E: no evidence, no judgment

S: bone of mammals



Syllabus, p.48,  A165

165. …Furthermore, researchers have 

uncovered simple tools, such as stone knives, 

that could be used for hunting. The only clear 

explanation is that humans caused the 

extinction of the various mammal species 

through excessive hunting.





M: simple tool, small knife

A: hunt large mammal/carnivore/herbivore/omnivore

P: how can they hunt hippo? Kangroo

P: simple tool, simple works, cook

E: extra evidence, hunting

S: spear, weapon



The weightiest fact here is that lightest stone knife.

Move on to the next evidence: fish bone. 

The article does state …, but it is difficult to 

postulate that …   



M: human hunted mammals

A: stone knife, bone no

P: volcano, climate, harsh weather

P: seismic, earthquake, no bone, extinction

S: geologist



Argument

I. Topic 审题

II. Critique 批判

III. Flaws 错误

IV. Pool 题库



III Flaws 错误

1. 推理（时间）

2. 集合（空间）

3. 统计（数量）



2. 集合（空间）

(1) definition



2. 集合（空间）

(2) scope



2. 集合（空间）

(3) replacement



2. 集合（空间）

(4) analogy





Syllabus, p.38, A10

10/21/23.Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted 

anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia. Using an 

observation-centered approach to studying Tertian 

culture, he concluded from his observations that 

children in Tertia were reared by an entire village 

rather than by their own biological parents. Recently 

another anthropologist, Dr. Karp, visited the group of 

islands that includes Tertia …Dr. Karp decided that 

Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture 

must be invalid. …



Syllabus, p.38, A10

… Recently another anthropologist, Dr. Karp, visited 

the group of islands that includes Tertia and used the 

interview-centered method to study child-rearing 

practices. In the interviews that Dr. Karp conducted 

with children living in this group of islands, the 

children spent much more time talking about their 

biological parents than about other adults in the 

village. Dr. Karp decided that Dr. Field's conclusion 

about Tertian village culture must be invalid. …



Syllabus, p.38, A10

… Some anthropologists recommend that to obtain 

accurate information on Tertian child-rearing 

practices, future research on the subject should be 

conducted via the interview-centered method. 



Children spent a great deal of time bemoaning the lack of 

parenting.

Homesick children might be expected to talk about their 

parents.

The above two points comprise the crux of the issue in … 





3. 统计（数量）

(1) number ≠ ratio

(2) single ≠ relative

(3) average ≠ every

(4) ratio = numerator / denominator

(5) survey





9/1000



Syllabus, p. 41, A22



(5) Survey

a. time (date, span)

b. sample (size, body)

c. person (surveyor, subjects)

-- questionnaire (limited, leading, loaded)

-- majority of respondents



Syllabus, p. 56, A85/87



IV. Topic Pool 84 (Syllabus p.34)

Business 40

Government 20

Science 15

Education 9



Business



p.42, Topic 25





M: 65 miles = 100 km

A: distance between clubs deter customers

P: dis bw clubs? Dis btw club and home

P: commuting time, dis?

M: 100,000 music festival

A: prevailing, popular

P: 100k/32 million

P: local? Previous year? Competitior?



Celebrities seldom select a place to live in where their 

fans are living.



Education



p.53, Topic 74







Government



p.38, Topic 11





Year Restriction Price 

Maple now prevent farming land sig rise

Chestnut 10 y ago similar rule modest

Pine 15 y ago restrict new residential more than 

doubled



p.59, Topic 160







graffiti

vandalism: 

willful wanton and malicious destruction of the property of others



Science



p.36, Topic 2





1. Infant monkey

unfamiliar monkey?

2. Mother monkey

first-bearing monkey = first-born monkey?

3. humans

parent?

absence?



p.37, Topic 6





warming  melt  not cross 

no food  dead  decline





p.48, Topic 50



p.87







Issue

I. Topic 审题

II. Essay 写作

III. Developing 展开

IV. Pool 题库



I. Topic 审题

1. Macro

Issue

Direction 

Statement

Claim + Reason

Discussion

抓核心，勿跑题



Central Issue: elites or welfare = great nation?

23

28



elitewelfare

great nation 

not indicate





开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

Ancient

Modern

Contemporary

elite or welfare = great nation?

__%



The central issue here is how to identify a great 

nation. Maybe, in ancient …, …, but when it 

comes to contemporary and modern society, …. 

Therefore, the answer to this issue …. 



113. 

Central Issue：elites or welfare = great nation?

30



The claim and its reason here together reveal an 

issue of how to identify a great nation. Maybe, in 

ancient Egypt and India, …, but when it comes to 

contemporary and modern society, …. Therefore, 

the answer to this issue …. 



120

Central Issue: 

elites or welfare = great nation?

Reason: elite  welfare?

30



The claim reveals an issue of how to identify 

a great nation. Maybe, the reason has merits 

in ancient Egypt and India, but when it comes 

to contemporary and modern society, …. 

Therefore, the answer to this issue …. 



121. 

Central Issue： elites or welfare = great nation?

30



The discussion here reveals an issue of 

how to identify a great nation. Maybe, the 

former claim has merits in ancient Egypt 

and India, but when it comes to 

contemporary and modern society, the latter 

assertion better holds its ground. Therefore, 

the answer to this issue …. 



2. Micro

(1) Perspectives

(2) Positions



2. micro

Position

Yes No

Perspectiv

es

1 （主一）

2（主二）

3（主三）



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

various perspectives no correct answer 

but a position summarized



Syllabus p.62

Each Issue topic makes a claim that can be 
discussed from various perspectives and 
applied to many different situations or 
conditions. 

The GRE readers scoring your response are 
not looking for a "right" answer — in fact, as 
far as they are concerned, there is no correct 
position to take.



no correct position ≠ no position

http://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/analytical_writing/issue/sample_task



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

various perspectives no correct answer 

but a position summarized





Guernica



Wedding ceremony?



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

various perspectives no correct answer 

but a position summarized



2. micro

YN

TSP

KW

SI

Position

Yes No

Perspective

s

1 （主一）

2（主二）

3（主三）



Yes/No



Y/N
Position

Yes No

Perspectiv

es

1 （主一） mysterious

2（主二） Comprehe

n.

3（主三）

p.23, Topic 33



Y

N

N

N

Y

Y



Position

Yes No

p.23, Topic 33

mysterious iPS (Induced 

Pluripotent Stem Cells)

comprehensive

House of Cards

comprehensive

Umberto Eco

1. Science

2. Political

3. Arts



Time: (childhood, adolescence, adulthood)

Space: (major, hobby, subject)

People: (stakeholders)



Time

Space

People

Position

Yes No

Perspectiv

es

1 . 

Ancient

2. Recent

3. 

Modern

p.23, Topic 34



Position

Yes: discussion No: less 

discussion

1 . Ancient

2. Modern

3. Contemporary

p.23, Topic 34

Greek Polis

Longitudes, John 

Harrison v.s. 

Newton Centralized Power: 

51%? China v.s. 

Brexit





Time

Space

People

Position

Yes No

Perspect

ives

1 . Time

2. Space

3. 

People

p.23, Topic 34



Key Words



KW
Position

Yes No

Perspecti

ves

1 （主一）

2（主二）

3（主三）

p.33, Topic 148



Position

kw: wildness 

areas

Yes: protected in 

natural condition

No: partly 

developed

1 . Tundra

2. Ocean

3. Rain Forest

p.33, Topic 14

Russia

Great Barrier 

Reef

Global warming



Subject Index



p.31, Issue 132



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾







开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾







开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾





开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾





开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

various perspectives no correct answer 



A nation should require all of its students 

to study the same national curriculum 

until they enter college.

Syllabus p.63, Sample





II. Essay 

1. macro

标题 段落

格式 标点

时态



2.  micro

（1）开头

（2）主体（先讲）

（3）结尾



开头

主一

主二

主三

结尾

various perspectives no correct answer 

but a position summarized





基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）

Detail （二度举例）

Analysis （三度论证）

Link  Back（回扣题目）



+ Analysis

+ Analysis

(Perspective + Position)

(Link Back)

(Link Back)



主体段:

1. Topic Sentence:  Perspective + Position (Link Back)

Detail 1.1 & Analysis

(Link Back)

Detail  1.2 & Analysis

(Link Back)



基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）

Detail （二度举例）

Analysis （三度论证）

Link  Back（回扣题目）



基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）varied

Detail （二度举例）

Analysis （三度论证）

Link  Back（回扣题目）



基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）varied

Detail （二度举例）real or 

hypothetical

Analysis （三度论证）

Link  Back（回扣题目）



p.63



二度举例 example, real or hypothetical

Detail（二度举例）

如何从一度perspective拆解为两个二度例子？可以拆三个吗？

TSP

定语取非









二度举例 example, real or hypothetical

Detail （二度举例）

是否可以用两个一度的perspectives构成一段？



二度举例 example, real or hypothetical

Detail （二度举例）

是否有一些固定的二度举例组合？





基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）varied

Detail （二度举例）real or 

hypothetical

Analysis （三度论证）distinct

Link  Back（回扣题目）



Analysis 三度论证：多样

i.分类

ii.推理

iii.讨论



基本论述单元

Perspective （一度分析）varied

Detail （二度举例）real or 

hypothetical

Analysis （三度论证）distinct

Link  Back（回扣题目）refine and 



(2) 主体段:

Analysis 三度论证：多样（ i.分类、ii.推理、iii.讨论）

i. 分类：

并行分类（树形结构）

交叉分类（表单结构）



(2) 主体段: 一二三+Link Back

1. (一度分析)

Detail 1.1 
a. subset
b. subset

(Link Back) 
Detail 1.2  

a. subset
b. subset

(Link Back)



(2) 主体段: 一二三+Statement

1. (一度)

Link Back

a. ancient b. recent c. modern

1.1 Asia

1.2 

Europe

1.3 

America



(2) 主体段:

1. (一度分析) student

1.1  （二度举例）primary school
a. reading
b. listening

Link Back
1.2 （二度举例）middle school

a. arts
b. music

Link Back



Student,  flexible learning

Child: reading

listening

Thus, flexible

High school: arts

music

Therefore, not rigid



Syllabus p.63, B1

Topic Sentence: 

Perspective (一度分析)
Children all learn in very different ways.  

Position （阶段观点）
If the curriculum is standardized completely, it 

leaves little room for exploratory learning.  



Detail 1.1: 
One child 

Analysis: 
may learn how to spell from reading, another may learn 

from phonics.  If the curriculum is standardized, 

suppose one aspect is dropped, that may exclude 

certain children from learning adequately. 

Link Back (refine and hone)
This is not to say of course that there shouldn’t be 

requirements, but they should be general requirements, 

not something so specific as a curriculum. 



Detail 1.2
Especially at the high school level this would be 

detrimental to the variety of subjects that a student 

can learn.  Standards and the “No Child Left Behind” 

act in America are already forcing the reduction in 

programs such as art and music that have a less 

definable curriculum.  Additionally, …





p.63



Categorize education funding



（三度论证）

？ ？

1.1 child reading, 

phonic

1.2 high

school

art, music



(2) 主体段: 一二三+Statement

三度论证：多样（i.分类、ii.推理、iii.讨论）

ii. 推理：

逻辑中项

双重否定



(2) 主体段: 一二三+ Link Back

1. Perspective  + Position

Detail 1.1

x=m = m = m = y

(Link Back)

Detail 1.2

x=y; -x=-y; x=y

(Link Back)



nation,  flexible learning

Rich: standardized = prepare by money

money determines edu = unfair 

Thus, flexible = fair

Poor: rigid = bad

Varied = inspired

Therefore, not rigid



Syllabus p.64, 

B4

4.1 the rich

If the school curriculum becomes standardized, 

children who have highly educated parents, or more 

money to buy books outside of school, or more 

resources for tutors or private schools will 

immediately gain a foothold.  

-x = rich = educated parents = books = tutors = 

foothold = unfair = -y



4.2 the poor

Poorer students from uneducated families in the current 

American school system are already at a disadvantage, 

standardized = bad (-x=-y)

but at least now there is hope through variety that 

something can reach out to them and inspire them.  There 

is hope that they can find a class that interests them.  

variety = good (x=y)

If the curriculum becomes rigid and standardized, it is 

these disadvantaged students who fall through the cracks.

standardized = bad (-x=-y)



4. Topic Sentence: Perspective + Position

Finally, the education system of a country is 

designed to put all children on a level playing field.  

Though this is only an ideal, it is a noble ideal. 







2 teacher 改写为推理

2.1 book

2.2 experience



(2) 主体段:

三度论证：多样（ i.分类、ii.推理、iii.讨论）

iii. 讨论：

反方（cons）： x=-y, -x=y

正方（pros）： x=y, -x=-y



x-x

y

-y



(2) 主体段: 一二三+Statement

1. (一度分析)

1.1  （二度举例）
a. 反方
b. 正方

1.2 （二度举例）
a. 反方
b. 正方

Link Back（阶段观点）



learning,  flexible learning

Basic knowledge: standardized = good

But, rigid = regurgitate = bad

Thus, rigid = inhibit initiative

Exploration: no control = wandering

But, varied = inspired, Xiaoping Chen

Therefore, not rigid



3.1 standardized learning

Cons: standardized = worth, -X=Y

Having a national curriculum implies that there is a 

set group of things worth learning for every person.  

Pros: standardized = regurgitating, -X=-Y

Maybe this is true, but for students, it sets up a 

world where there is a finite amount of knowledge 

to be acquired for the purpose of regurgitating it on 

a test.  Teaching a standard curriculum doesn’t 

encourage inquiries; it doesn’t make students ask 

questions like, “Why?” and “How?”



Syllabus p.63, 

B3
3. Learning

Learning should be enjoyable 

and children and adolescents should be taught not 

only the curriculum in school, but that the body of 

knowledge that exists in the world today is 

enormous and that you can learn your whole life.  





3.2 改写为讨论



3.2 diversified learning

School’s real purpose is teaching people to learn, not just 

teaching them a set group of facts.  By teaching them to 

learn, students can continue doing so, they can extend 

skills from one area of knowledge to another.  This type of 

learning fosters creativity that can be used not only in 

math or science or English, but in art or music or creative

writing.  Teaching a brain to go beyond being a file 

cabinet for facts is the best way to teach creativity.  

Creativity is too often assumed to be something only for 

the arts.  It is creativity that results in innovation and it is 

innovation that has resulted in the greatest achievements 

of humanity in the sciences and humanities alike.  



3.2 diversified learning

School’s real purpose is teaching people to learn, 

not just teaching them a set group of facts. Critics 

may argue that further learning without set facts or 

systematic methods may mislead us to some 

wrong place or direction. However, teaching a 

brain to go beyond being a file cabinet for facts is 

the best way to teach creativity.  Sometimes, 

serendipity makes great discovery. It is creativity 

that results in innovation and it is innovation that 

has resulted in the greatest achievements of 

humanity in the sciences and humanities alike.  



主体段 一度分析 二度举例 三度论证

1 Children 1.1 primary i. spelling

1.2 high school ii. arts

2 Teacher 2.1 book

2.2 experience

3 Learning 3.1 standardized i. cons ii. pros

3.2 diversified i. x=m ii. m=y

4 Nation 4.1 rich i. -x=m ii. m=-y

4.2 poor i. -x=-y ii. x=y



(2) 主体段: 一二三+Statement

一度分析：差异（简单明了）

二度举例：互补（定语取非）

三度论证：多样（分类、推理、讨论）

阶段观点：扣题（收敛、聚焦）



2.  micro

(1) 开头: 





2.  micro

(1) 开头: 

Significance

Key Words        + Perspectives + Position

… …



2.  micro

(1) 开头: 

Perspectives + Position



Syllabus p.63, 

Beginning

Nations should not require that all students 

study the same national curriculum.  If every 

child were presented with the same material, it 

would assume that all children learn the same 

and that all teachers are capable of teaching the 

same material in the same way.  In addition to 

neglecting differences in learning and teaching 

styles, it would also stifle creativity and create a 

generation of drones



Lastly, a standardized curriculum would also 

adversely affect students who come from lower 

income families or families who have little 

education as they might not have as many 

resources for learning outside of school.  



The uniformity would also lend itself to 

governmental meddling in curriculum that could 

result in the destruction of democracy.  If every 

teacher is forced to teach a certain text, the 

government need only change that text to 

misinform an entire generation.  



2.  micro

(1) 开头: 

Significance + Perspectives + Position





Education is everyone‘s preparation for life. It is 

the foundation for the future, to share the 

knowledge accumulated by the predecessors, 

to obtain the premise of independent life. In a 

sense, education determines the future of a 

country, thus becoming the most important 

cause of a nation.











Our happiness to a great extent is rooted in knowledge. Great 

discoveries and accompanying know-how and ideas have barred 

and are barring our humans from degenerating to barbarians. 

Significance



Central Issue: accidental or planned = great discoveries or 

creations?

1. Discoveries (accidental)

2. However, Discoveries (planned)

3. Creations (planned)

p.83



Our happiness to a great extent is rooted in knowledge. Great discoveries 

and accompanying know-how and ideas have barred and are barring our 

humans from degenerating to barbarians. The statement contends that 

most important discoveries and creations are accidental -- that they 

come about when we are seeking answers to other questions. I 

concede that this contention finds considerable support from 

important discoveries of the past. However, the contention 

overstates the role of accident, or serendipity, when it comes to 

modern day discoveries and when it comes to creations.
89-117 words



2.  micro

(1) 开头: 

Key Words + Perspectives + Position



Central Issue: official or people = good 

judgment?

p.30



Public opinion is that most volatile of mixes, taking on a 

different coloration with every breath of political wind. In 

this sense, those elected officials, as the U.S. Constitution 

was designed for, are shielded from having to respond to 

every whim of their constituencies. …



To deny officials the right to use their judgment is a 

guarantee of chaos and a subversion of the whole 

electoral apparatus of governance. Three considerations 

merit attention here. 



Public opinion is that most volatile of mixes, taking on a 

different coloration with every breath of political wind. In this 

sense, those elected officials, as the U.S. Constitution was 

designed for, are shielded from having to respond to every 

whim of their constituencies. To deny officials the right to use 

their judgment is a guarantee of chaos and a subversion of the 

whole electoral apparatus of governance. Three considerations 

merit attention here. 



2. Micro

(3) 结尾: 

Position + Perspectives

(1Cut+2Paste)



Syllabus p.64, 

Ending

There are many reasons not to standardize the curriculum.  

The uniqueness of students and teachers is the most 

obvious, but students from less educated backgrounds will 

suffer the most.  The creativity of a nation as a whole would 

fall with a standardized curriculum.  



Most importantly though is the question of who and what?  

Who chooses the curriculum?  What is important enough 

that it must be taught?  These questions assume that 

there is some infallible committee that can foresee all and 

know what knowledge will be important in everyone’s 

lives.  There is no person, no group, no comittee capable 

of deciding what knowledge is necessary.  Curriculum 

should have standards, not be standardized and 

education should be as much about knowledge as it about 

learning to learn. 



p.31, Issue 123

Central Issue: cooperation or competition = 

leadership in government, industry, or other 

fields?





主二

主一



In conclusion, I believe both competitive and cooperative tempers 

needs to be present in one successful person. Society will better off 

teaching its citizens the ultimate values of competition and cooperation, 

and in which situations each form is preferred to another. This belief 

obtains supports from but not limited to the fact that many excellent 

athletes compete to far exceed the abilities of players from decades past, 

and that in a team different skills will complement each other and more 

effectively make the jobs done. 41-85 words



13. Universities should require every student to 

take a variety of courses outside the student‘s 

field of study.

Syllabus p.79, T13

tested for 5 times and related to 15, 32, 35, 
98, 102, 112, 129, 135, 136, 137, and 140



主体段 一度分析 二度举例 三度论证

1 Children 1.1 primary i. spelling

1.2 high school ii. arts

2 Teacher 2.1 book

2.2 experience

3 Learning 3.1

standardized

i. cons ii. pros

3.2 diversified i. x=m ii. m=y

4 Nation 4.1 rich i. -x=m ii. m=-y

4.2 poor i. -x=-y ii. x=y



1. college students
1.1 undergraduate: 

a. fresh person: must go wild
b. sophomore: may go wild

1.2 graduate: 
a. practical: could go wild 
(MBA, MPA, LLM)

b. theoretical: should focus,
but still can look around for inspiration
(the universe study + Roman myth)



College students are youngsters aging from 18 
to about 35.

1.1 undergraduate 

1.2 graduate: 

Body Paragraph



1.1 undergraduate: 

An undergraduate fresh person, having just 

passed the standardized SAT or ACT test, must 

go wild learning throughout various distinct 

departments to check it out whether the major 

he or she is in matches one’s own talent and 

interest. This searching could be extended to 

sophomore year, if this student is still not sure 

about where the direction is.



1.2 graduate: 

a. practical: could go wild (MBA, MPA, LLM)

At the age of 22 or above, however, graduate 

students in Wharton or Sloan should have some 

focus on say management, accounting or human 

resource. Even so, they nevertheless maintain 

the right and chance to look outside at culture, 

arts, psychology, and also physics, which might 

in a new way solve managerial problem, like 

absenteeism. 



1.2 graduate: 

b. theoretical: the universe study + Roman 

myth

Of course, a doctor candidate majoring in 

astronomy may have little time in veering to such 

diverse subjects, though, yet he or she may 

possibly be inspired by Roman myth. 



51×3=156



2. teachers 

2.1 fresh faculty: students may go wild for grist

cons: these teachers still may learn from 

books written by  professionals.

pros: the reason they stay inside the walls of 

campus is their incapacity in getting onto the Wall 

Street outside



On the one hand, not all lecturers serving in business school 

are successful brokers or entrepreneurs. They could surely 

have observed and learned from published books and data in 

library and in society the mass media, including television 

and/or Internet. But these all in all are second-hand materials 

that often have crux concealed. So, the reason why they stay 

inside the walls of campus is somehow their incapacity in 

getting onto the Wall Street outside. Their students for this 

reason should tempt to be exposed to more courses, related or 

less related, to find more perspectives and better approach the 

truth. 



2. teachers 

2.2  revolving door: (Clinton, Lin Yifu)

cons: students should focus 

pros: but may still learn a seamless net of know-

how which is well beyond the limitation of certain 

specialty. 



On the other hand, however, some dear professors may be 

experts and outstanding performers on certain arena, 

especially those who through revolving door step on the 

platform of teaching, such as former President Clinton in 

politics and Professor Lin Yifu in comparative economics. 

Were they the faculty, a student should treasure this 

opportunity and focus on their lessons, because they could 

present him or her with a seamless net of know-how which 

has already been well beyond the limitation of certain 

specialty nonetheless. 



Teachers have different reasons for stepping on rostrum. 

On the one hand, … 

On the other hand, …  

The purpose of higher education is to create and criticize, 

so students should learn lessons outside their major or at 

least their teacher should. 



69×3=220



3. university:

3.1  private-owned:  跨 = 好

go wild  ?  ?  youxiu



Private-owned universities, like Ivy League, are responsible 

for the future elites and of course for their generous donation 

thereafter. And therefore in such college, rarely could we 

imagine the school board would insist on not permitting 

student to learn courses outside one’s assigned major but 

right inside one’s talent given. A fresh or sophomore student 

at Harvard, for example, could change her specialty almost 

as soon as she changed her mind. 



3. university:

3.2  public-owned: 跨=坏

i.  focus = plan completed

ii.  - focus =  resign



Yet, the same thing cannot be said to those public-owned 

institutions. Responsible to the nation providing main financial 

support, the duty of higher education here turns to serving the 

needs of this country, producing obedient staff rather than 

boss, realizing social placement including job and even 

marriage. If these students had freely followed their interests 

and thus abandoned the assigned major, the chancellor could 

be criticized and thus changed by government. 



Universities often operate on different principles and 

these differences may on this same issue yield distinct 

judgments. 



Issue

I. Topic 审题

II. Essay 写作

III. PDAL 主体段落展开

IV. Pool 题库素材



III. PDAL



P D A L



Body Paragraph

Perspective (Topic Sentence)

Detail 1 (Supporting Evidence)

Analysis (Reasoning)

Link Back (Position)

PDAL



Body Paragraph

Perspective (Topic Sentence)

Detail 1 (Supporting Evidence)

Analysis (Reasoning)

Link Back (Position)

PDAL



1. 如何迅速找到 P 



Body Paragraph

Perspective (Topic Sentence)

Detail 1 (Supporting Evidence)

Analysis (Reasoning)

Link Back (Position)

PDAL



Syllabus, p. 26, I 69

Some people believe it is often necessary, 

even desirable, for political leaders to 

withhold information from the public. Others 

believe that the public has a right to be fully 

informed.

x = withhold information

y = necessary, even desirable





III. PDAL

Y

Y

N



One reason for my fundamental agreement with the former claim 

is that in order to gain the opportunity for effective public 

leadership, a would-be leader must first gain and maintain political 

power. 

Another reason why I essentially disagree with the later claim is 

that fully informing to the public certain types of information would 

threaten public safety and perhaps even national security. 

Having recognized that withholding information from the public is 

often necessary to serve the interests of that public, legitimate 

political leadership nevertheless requires forthrightness with the 

citizenry as to the leader’s motives and agenda 



2. 如何将 P 拆解为 D1, D2



Body Paragraph

Perspective (Topic Sentence)

Detail 1 (Supporting Evidence)

Analysis (Reasoning)

Link Back (Position)

PDAL



D1 展开不足,才找D2

有了D1 自然就有 D2



One reason for my fundamental agreement with the 

former claim is that in order to gain the opportunity for 

effective public leadership, a would-be leader must first 

gain and maintain political power. In the game of politics, 

complete forthrightness is a sign of vulnerability and 

naiveté, neither of which earn a politician respect among 

his or her opponents, and which those opponents will use 

to every advantage to defeat the politician. 

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B1



In my observation, some measure of pandering to the 

electorate is necessary to gain and maintain political 

leadership. For example, were all politicians to fully disclose 

every personal foible, character flaw, and detail concerning 

personal life, few honest politicians would ever by be 

elected. While this view might seem cynical, personal 

scandals have in fact proven the undoing of many a political 

career; thus, I think this view is realistic.

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B1



One reason for my fundamental agreement with the former claim is that in 

order to gain the opportunity for effective public leadership, a would-be 

leader must first gain and maintain political power.  In the game of politics, 

complete forthrightness is a sign of vulnerability and naiveté, neither of 

which earn a politician respect among his or her opponents, and which 

those opponents will use to every advantage to defeat the politician. In my 

observation, some measure of pandering to the electorate is necessary to 

gain and maintain political leadership. For example, were all politicians to 

fully disclose every personal foible, character flaw, and detail concerning 

personal life, few honest politicians would ever by be elected. While this 

view might seem cynical, personal scandals have in fact proven the 

undoing of many a political career; thus, I think this view is realistic.

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B1



3. 如何利用 A 进行充要分析





Body Paragraph

Perspective (Topic Sentence)

Detail 1 (Supporting Evidence)

Analysis (Reasoning)

Link Back (Position)

PDAL



III. PDAL

Y

Y

N



段落扣题+一度

Another reason why I essentially disagree with the 

later claim is that fully informing to the public certain 

types of information (-x) would threaten public safety 

and perhaps even national security. (-y)

Y/N 或 kw

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B2



2.1 _________ security 二度举例及三度论证

For example, if the President were to disclose (-x) the 

government’s strategies for thwarting specific plans of an 

international terrorist or a drug trafficker, those strategies 

would surely fail, and the public’s health and safety would 
be compromised as a result. (-y)

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B2



BoBo Chart

withholddisclose



段落扣题：

Withholding information (x) might also be necessary to avoid 
public panic. [-(-y)]



BoBo Chart

withholddisclose



2.2 ________ security 二度举例及三度论证
While such cases are rare, they do occur 

occasionally. For example, during the first few hours 

of the new millennium the U.S. Pentagon’s missile 

defense system experienced a Y2K-related 

malfunction. This fact was withheld (x) from the public 

until later in the day, once the problem had been 

solved (y); and legitimately so, since immediate 

disclosure (-x) would have served no useful purpose 
and might even have resulted in mass hysteria (-y).



Another reason why I essentially disagree with the later claim is that 

fully informing to the public certain types of information (-x) would 

threaten public safety and perhaps even national security. (-y) For 

example, if the President were to disclose (-x) the government’s 

strategies for thwarting specific plans of an international terrorist or a 

drug trafficker, those strategies would surely fail, and the public’s 

health and safety would be compromised as a result. (-y) Withholding 

information (x) might also be necessary to avoid public panic. [-(-y)] 

While such cases are rare, they do occur occasionally. For example, 

during the first few hours of the new millennium the U.S. Pentagon’s 

missile defense system experienced a Y2K-related malfunction. This 

fact was withheld (x) from the public until later in the day, once the 

problem had been solved (y); and legitimately so, since immediate 

disclosure (-x) would have served no useful purpose and might even 
have resulted in mass hysteria (-y).



BoBo Chart

withholddisclose



4. 如何利用 A 进行普适分析



Having recognized that withholding information from 

the public is often necessary to serve the interests of 

that public, legitimate political leadership nevertheless 

requires forthrightness with the citizenry as to the 

leader’s motives and agenda as what others believe, 

the public has a right to be fully informed. 

Syllabus, p. 84, I 69, B3



History informs us that would-be leaders who lack 

such forthrightness are the same ones who seize and 

maintain power either by brute force or by 

demagoguery -- that is, by deceiving and manipulating 

the citizenry. Paragons such as Genghis Khan and 

Hitler, respectively, come immediately to mind. Any 

democratic society should of course abhor 

demagoguery, which operates against the democratic 

principle of government by the people. 



Consider also less egregious examples, such as 

President Nixon’s withholding of information about 

his active role in the Watergate cover-up. His 

behavior demonstrated a concern for self interest 

above the broader interests of the democratic system 

that granted his political authority in the first place.  



BoBo Chart

withholddisclose



5. 如何利用 A 进行辩证分析



Syllabus, p. 29, I 103

The best ideas arise from a passionate 

interest in commonplace things.



BoBo Chart

common

best



Syllabus, p. 85, I 103, B1

Even the most brilliant thinkers, from Socrates to Sartre, 
live lives in time. A childhood, an adolescence, an 
adulthood; these are common to me and you as well as 
the greatest writers. Furthermore, many of the great 
thinkers we esteem in our Western culture lived 
somewhat uneventful lives. What distinguished their life 
from say a common laborer was their work. Therefore, 
what provided the grist for their work? 



Jean-Paul Sartre，1905—1980



Syllabus, p. 85, I 103, B1

One might say that they were brilliant and this 
alone was sufficient to distinguish their lives from 
the masses. Intellect alone cannot devise situations 
or thoughts from no where; there must be a basis 
and that basis is most common, if not always, 
observation of the common, of the quotidian. 



Syllabus, p. 81, I 103, B1

Critics of this idea may argue that these thinkers 
were products of fine educations and were well 
schooled in the classics. This, they may point to, is 
the real basis for their knowledge. I would argue 
that although it may be a benefit to study classics 
and be well schooled in diverse disciplines, these 
pursuits merely refine and hone an ability each and 
every person has, the ability to study human nature. 
Where best to study human nature than in the day 
to day routine each one of us can witness in him or 
herself or those around us.  



BoBo Chart

common

best



Syllabus, p. 85, I 103, B3

Finally, literature is similar to philosophy in that it 
seeks to explain and understand human behavior 
and therefore rooted in the commonplace. 
Nevertheless, its relative strength over philosophy is 
literature’s ability to emotionally and spiritually 
move the reader through the use of contrived 
situations and fictional characters. Notwithstanding 
this strength, it can do this when even the central 
theme of a piece maybe love between a man and a 
woman (e.g. commonplace). 



Syllabus, p. 85, I 103, B3

Literature also distinguishes itself from philosophy 
in that the breadth of the fiction may be huge. The 
plot and the detail can be quite fantastic. However,
the central themes of all literature, whether 
ordinary or fantastic, are still dealing with human 
beings and the problems they find in the world, 
something which we all share. 



6. 综合练习



The greatness of individuals can be 

decided only by those who live after 

them, not by their contemporaries.

Syllabus p.24, I 41



Central Issue: contemporary or after = decide 

greatness



Central Issue: contemporary or after = decide 

greatness

P1. arts

P2. science

P3. business



Central Issue: contemporary or after = decide 

greatness

P1. arts

D1.1 Musical: Eliot, Webber “Cats”





Central Issue: contemporary or after = decide 

greatness

P1. arts

D1.1 Musical: Eliot, Webber “Cats”

A: musical = secularization = popular

L: value later revealed







Central Issue: contemporary or after = decide 

greatness

P1. arts

D1.2 painting: Van Gogh

A: value = bypass the contemporaries

comply with popularity = little initiatives



BoBo Chart

同代 (x)后代 (-x)

Decide (y)



Syllabus p.81, I 41, B1

We do not require a rear-view mirror to recognize 
artistic greatness, whether in music, visual arts, or 
literature. The reason for this is simple: art can be 
judged at face value. There’s nothing to be later
proved or disproved, affirmed or discredited, or even 
improved upon or refined by further knowledge or 
newer technology. 





BoBo Chart

同代 (x)后代 (-x)

Decide (y)

15-16 18-19 20-21

Musi

c

M

Visua

l

M W

Liter- M



History is replete with examples of artistic greatness immediately 

recognized, then later confirmed. Through his patronage, the Pope 

recognized Michelangelo’s artistic greatness, while the monarchs of 

Europe immediately recognized Mozart’s greatness by granting him 

their most generous commissions. Mark Twain became a best-selling 

author and household name even during his lifetime. And the leaders 

of the modernist school of architecture marveled even as Frank Lloyd 

Wright was elevating their notions about architecture to new 

aesthetic heights. 







BoBo Chart

同代 (x)后代 (-x)

Decide (y)

15-16 18-19 20-21

Musi

c

M

Visua

l

M W

Liter- M



Syllabus p.81, I 41, B2

By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify 
greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. 
Any scientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, 
thereby demoting the theorist’s contribution to the status 
of historical footnote. Or the theory might withstand 
centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a 
theory may or may not serve as a springboard for later
advances in theoretical science. 



BoBo Chart

同代 (x)后代 (-x)

Decide (y)



A current example involves the ultimate significance of two 
opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. 
Some theorists now claim that a new so-called “string theory” 
reconciles the two opposing theories-at least mathematically. 
Yet “strings” have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time 
will tell whether the string theory indeed provides the unifying 
laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short, the 
significance of contributions made by theoretical scientists 
cannot be judged by their contemporaries, only by scientists 
who follow them.



IV. Pool

Syllabus, p. 19

Total 63/149

社会 10

思维 11

教育 14

历史 5

法律 5

政府 8

艺术 4

环境 2

科技 4





38. It is primarily through our identification with 

social groups that we define ourselves.

Syllabus p.24, I 38





Perspective Details Analysis

1

1.1

1.2

2

2.1

2.2

3

3.1

3.2



1. As an individual, we in the first place behave 

according to our own setting of gene. 

1.1 Fare: foods, sex

1.2 Fear: strength and death



Social Groups: Agents of Socialization

Family

School

Peer Group

Mass media

Economic systems

Legal systems

Psychiatric hospitals



2. In the process of being socialized, however, an 

individual has to cope with groups for living. 

2.1 family: Asia 

2.2 school:          Europe

2.3 peers:                           America



111



112



BoBo Chart



3. Society as a whole plays an intangible role in forming 
one’s pattern of value and behavior. 

3.1 economic system: discussion

3.2 psychiatric hospital: discussion



475



Position:

We are born as individual, but living in groups.





84. It is no longer possible for a society to 

regard any living man or woman as a hero. 

Syllabus p.27, I 84



Perspective Details Analysis

1

1.1

1.2

2

2.1

2.2

3

3.1

3.2



Why do we have heroes?

Every society is a system of social control 

that encourages conformity to certain norms 

and discourages deviance or norm breaking. 

One way society does this is through the 

construction of heroes and villains. Heroes, 

of course, are people we are supposed to 

“look up to” and use as role models. 

218



Villains are people whom we “look down on” and 

reject their example, allowing them to become 

“antiheroes” who point us in the opposite direction. 

Organizations of all types create heroes and villains 

that serve as guides to everyday behavior. In each 

case that follows, who is being made into a hero? 

Why? What are the values or behaviors that we are 

encouraged to copy in our own lives?

218



Woman

Man

Living

No longer

Society

Regard 

Strategy: kw + agree



127





It was the most publicized criminal case in 
human history: Football hero, actor, and 
broadcaster O. J. Simpson was accused of 
brutally murdering his estranged wife and her 
male acquaintance. (psy, 559)



2008, Las Vegas



Sainthood after Death

Societies create heroes by emphasizing one aspect 

of someone’s life and ignoring lots of other things. 

For example, Babe Ruth was a great ball player, 

but his private life was sometimes less than 

inspiring. Perhaps this is why the Catholic church 

never considers anyone a candidate for sainthood 

until after—usually long after—the person has 

died.

250





Syllabus, p.21, T2

One can best understand the most important 

characteristics of a society by studying its major 

cities.



Perspective Details Analysis

1

1.1

1.2

2

2.1

2.2

3

3.1

3.2



1. Geological Perspective

1.1 terrain 

example: Africa

reasoning:

position: 





1. Geological Perspective

1.2 location

example: Georgia

reasoning:

position: 





车臣是俄罗斯南向出海必争之地



2. Architecture (Jerusalem)

2.1 Wailing Wall

2.2 Mosque

2.3 Church







Wailing Wall



Mosque





3. Transportation 

3.1 traffic jam

3.2 the size of auto









p.23, Topic 23



1.Scientist

2. Government

3. Masses 



1.Scientist: no restrict

1.1 biology: stem cell, no restriction

Cons: morality, inequality

Pros: like diamond haze, in it is mirage and 

miracle, make suffering soluble 

1.2 sociology: Kant, no restriction

Cons: religion study, faction, chaos

Pros: Prussia, Friedrich II, embrace all walks 

of life



However,

2. Government: restrict

2.1 money: NASA, restrict

NASA  a big lump of dollars  adversely affect 

edu, EPA, infrastructure  restrict 

2.2 mores: surrogacy, restrict

If no control,  then 5 parents, confused children 

If administrated, justify and rationalize all parts 

involved



3. Masses: restrict and control

3.1 rich:  mini drone, abuse

3.2 middle: block chain, BitCoin, 

control

3.3 poor: Ebola, meddle and balance





18. The well-being of a society is enhanced 

when many of its people question authority.

Syllabus, p. 22, T18



BoBo Chart



1. Traditional authority

2. Rational-legal authority

3. Charismatic authority





















55. In order for any work of art—whether film, 

literature, sculpture, or a song—have merit, it 

must be understandable to most people.

Syllabus p.25, I 55



BoBo Chart



1.1 political arts

1.2 commercial arts

1. Majority arts:



2.1 Traditional arts

2.2 Modern arts

2. Minority arts:











3.1 individual

3.2 community

3.3 nation

3. Minority arts:























Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various 

circumstances, times, and places.

Syllabus p.22, I 21











基本论述单元

Detail  （gene + abuse = crime）

Analysis （… …）

Link Back   （flexible, children）





基本论述单元

Detail  （gamble: street or casino?）

Analysis （… …）

Link Back  （rigid, monitoring）





基本论述单元

Detail  （”The Crucible”）

Analysis （… …）

Link Back   （?）





Syllabus, p. 25, I 53

If a goal is worthy, then any means taken to attain it are justifiable.

2 times

Central Issue: goal or means = more important? 





1. personal goal

2. org. goal

3. societal goal

Sample Essay

















p.30





基本论述单元

Example  （Greek）

Analysis （… …）

Position   （historical）



为什么威尼斯如此油腻还有圆顶？



基本论述单元

Example  （Greek）

Analysis （… …）

Position   （historical）



小
变
大



基本论述单元

Example  （Greek）

Analysis （… …）

Position   （historical）


