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Read the paragraph in your handout _‘

A female guppy can be sexually mature at two months of age and have her
first babies just a month later. This unstinting rate of reproduction makes
guppies ideally suited for studying the rate of evolution, and David Reznick, a
biologist at UC Riverside, has been doing exactly that in tropical places like
Trinidad for the last few decades. Guppies can experience different kinds of
conditions depending on the luck of the draw. A lucky guppy is born above a
waterfall or a set of rapids, which keep out the predatory fish called pike
cichlids found in calmer downstream waters. As you might expect, the guppy
mortality rate—that is, the proportion of individuals that die—is much higher
in the sites with the rapacious cichlids than in those without them. Reznick has
shown that if you bring the fish into the lab and let them breed there, the
guppies from the sites with many predators become sexually mature when
they are younger and smaller than do the guppies from the predator-free
sites. In addition, the litters of baby guppies produced by mothers from the
high-risk streams are larger, but each individual baby is smaller than those
produced by their counterparts. The disparity makes sense because if you are
at risk of being eaten, being able to have babies sooner, and spreading your
energy reserves over a lot of them, makes it more likely that you will manage
to pass on some of your genes before you meet your fate.
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250 words/per minute _‘

A female guppy can be sexually mature at two months of age and have her
first babies just a month later. This unstinting rate of reproduction makes
guppies ideally suited for studying the rate of evolution, and David Reznick, a
biologist at UC Riverside, has been doing exactly that in tropical places like
Trinidad for the last few decades. Guppies can experience different kinds of
conditions depending on the luck of the draw. A lucky guppy is born above a
waterfall or a set of rapids, which keep out the predatory fish called pike
cichlids found in calmer downstream waters. As you might expect, the guppy
mortality rate—that is, the proportion of individuals that die—is much higher
in the sites with the rapacious cichlids than in those without them. Reznick has
shown that if you bring the fish into the lab and let them breed there, the
guppies from the sites with many predators become sexually mature when
they are younger and smaller than do the guppies from the predator-free
sites. In addition, the litters of baby guppies produced by mothers from the
high-risk streams are larger, but each individual baby is smaller than those
produced by their counterparts. The disparity makes sense because if you are
at risk of being eaten, being able to have babies sooner, and spreading your
energy reserves over a lot of them, makes it more likely that you will manage
to pass on some of your genes before you meet your fate.
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Highly recommended strategy
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sample passage 1

This passage is adapted from Geoffrey Giller,

“Long a Mystery, How 500-Meter-High Undersea
Waves Form Is Revealed.” ©2014 by Scientific
American.
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Recommended strategy
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Paired passages reading strategy
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sample passage 2

Passage 1 is adapted from Nicholas Carr, “Author
Nicholas Carr: The Web Shatters Focus, Rewires
Brains.” ©2010 by Condé Nast. Passage 2 is from

Steven Pinker, “Mind over Mass Media.” ©2010
by The New York Times Company.
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