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How Does the SAT° Measure
Academic Achievement?

Questions on the SAT will not ask you to recall details of Hamlet or
to name the capital of Nevada or the location of the Rappahannock

River. If you recall those facts, good for you, but the SAT will ask
for something different. Instead of asking you to show what you’ve
memorized, the questions invite you to exercise your thinking skills.

All of the learning you’ve done — from childhood to now — contributes
to how you think, how your mind manages information. Even if you
don't recall the details of a history or science lesson, the process
rning information and blending it with previously learned

information is key to beconfiiZEal4 FR IR R S B INES . 1922
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How Is the SAT Organized?

The SAT has four tests, with the Essay being optional. The three tests
that everyone will take are (1) the Reading Test, (2) the Writing and
Language Test, and (3) the Math Test. The timing and number of
questions are as follows:

Time Allotted Number of
Component (minutes) Questions/Tasks

e —————— S

Reading

Total
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The Essay is optional, but some high schools and colleges require it.
Depending on your high school and your college choices, you may already
know whether or not you’ll take the Essay. If you have any uncertainty —
for instance, if you can imagine that you might transfer from a school that
doesn’t require it to one that does — consider taking the SAT with Essay.
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How Is the SAT Scored? |

When you take the SAT, you don’t get just one score. The SAT reports
a total score, but there are also section scores, test scores, cross-test
scores, and subscores. This wide array of scores provides insight into
your achievement and your readiness for college and career.

You earn points on the SAT by answering questions correctly. No points
are deducted for wrong answers, so go ahead and give your best answer
to every question — there’s no advantage to leaving any blank.
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Total Score and Section Scores

The total score is the number most commonly associated with the
SAT. The total score ranges from 400 to 1600. This score is the sum

of the scores on the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section
(which includes the Reading and Writing and Language Tests) and the

Math section. Of the 154 questions in the entire SAT (not counting the
Essay), 96 questions are on the Reading and the Writing and Language
Tests and 58 questions are on the Math Test.

Section scores for Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and for Math
are reported on a scale from 200 to 800. The Evidence-Based Reading
and Writing section score is derived in equal measure from the scores
| on the Reading and the Writing and Language Tests. The Math section

score is derived from the sc{fiiSE4ERRiER TS S BRI tt192
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My Score Range: 1480-1560

College: How to get

there

There are a lot of great possibilities to
explore in choosing a college. Get a
step-by-step roadmap and advice on

what to do when. Make a plan

(4@ Nationally
99 Representative Sample
Percentile

Your percentile shows how you scored
compared to typical U.S. students. It
represents the percentage of students
who would have scored at or below your

ey N A e W AN — P T, A i e AT AT = T O A A T T ———————————
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720

Benchmark

480

Color Key | My Score Range: 690-750

Your score shows that you're on
track to be ready for college.

We can help you stay on track and build
your skills. Go to Khan Academy® and
share your scores for a free personalized
study plan.

iWs8 Nationally
98 Representative Sample
Percentile

Your percentile shows how you scored
compared to typical U.S. students. It
represents the percentage of students
who would have scored at or below your

@WHAT? WHY? HOW?

800

Benchmark

530

Color Key | My Score Range: 770-800

Your score shows that you're on
track to be ready for college.

We can help you stay on track and build
your skills. Go to Khan Academy® and
share your scores for a free personalized
study plan.

[4s Wl Nationally
99 Representative Sample
Percentile

Your percentile shows how you scored
compared to typical U.S. students. It
represents the percentage of students
who would have scored at or below your
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Test Sbores

Test scores are reported on a scale of 10 to 40 for each of the three
required tests: Reading, Writing and Language, and Math.
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Test Scores Show Details @

Reading Writing and Language ®

Fs

37

10 —e 10 ——40 | 10

52 47 b 0 44 43 1 0 58 b8 0 0

Total Correct Incorrect Omitted Total Correct Incorrect Omitted Total Correct Incorrect Omitted
Questions Answers Answers Answers Questions Answers Answers Answers Questions  Answers Answers Answers

Reading Questions Writing and Language Questions Math with Calculator Questions
Math without Calculator Questionis
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Cross-Test Scores

Cross-test scores — one for Analysis in History/Social Studies and
one for Analysis in Science — are reported on a scale of 10 to 40 and
are based on selected questions in the Reading, Writing and Language,
and Math Tests that reflect the application of reading, writing, language,
and math skills in history/social studies and science contexts.
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Cross-Test Scores Show Details ©

Analysis in Science Analysis in History/ Social Studies ®

35 40

My Score Range: 33-37 My Score Range: 38-40
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Subscores

Subscores are reported on a scale of 1 to 15. They provide more
detailed information about how you’re doing in specific areas of
literacy and math.

Two subscores are reported for Writing and Language: Expression of
Ideas and Standard English Conventions.

The Expression of Ideas subscore is based on questions focusing
on topic development, organization, and rhetorically effective use of
language.

The Standard English Converitions subscore is based on questions
focusing on sentence strugt
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The Math Test reports three subscores: Heart of Algebra, Problem
Solving and Data Analysis, and Passport to Advanced Math.

Heart of Algebra focuses on linear equations, systems of linear
equations, and functions.

Problem Solving and Data Analysis focuses on quantitative
reasoning, the interpretation and synthesis of data, and problem
solving in rich and varied contexts.

Passport to Advanced Math focuses on topics important for
progressing to more advanced mathematics, such as understanding the
‘ structure of expressions, reasoning with more complex equations, and

interpreting and buildin{ffShwihikeE —F ZEMNEIS: 119222222
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The final two subscores — Words in Context and Command of
Evidence — are based on questions in both the Reading and the
Writing and Language Tests.

Words in Context questions address word and phrase meanings in
context as well as rhetorical word choice.

Command of Evidence questions ask you to interpret and use

evidence found in a wide range of passages and informational
graphics, such as graphs, tables, and charts.
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Subscores Show Details ©

Command of Evidence Words in Context

Your Score
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Essay Scores

The scores for the optional SAT Essay are reported separately and
aren’t factored into any other scores. The Essay yields three scores,
one each on three dimensions:

Reading: How well you demonstrate your understanding of the

included passage

Analysis: How well you analyze the passage and carry out the task
of explaining how the author of the passage builds an argument to
persuade an audience

Writing: How skillfully you craft your response

Two raters read each response and assign a score of 1 to 4 to each of
the three dimensions. The two raters’ scores are combined to yield
‘ Reading, Analysis, and Writing, : :
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Essay Scores

Essay - Reading Essay - Analysis Essay - Writing

6 5 8

Essay Details
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Student Answer Verification Services

The SAT Program offers two answer verification services for the SAT,
These services are intended to help you feel confident that your test
was scored accurately by providing information about the questions
and how you answered them. Depending on when and where you take
the SAT, you can order either the Student Answer Service (SAS) or the

Question-and-Answer Service (QAS). You can order the services when
vou register for the SAT or up to five months after your test date.-

Both SAS and QAS tell you which questions you answered correctly,
which ones you didn’t answer correctly, and which ones you didn’t
answer. You'll also see information about the type and difficulty of
questions. QAS provides additional information, including the test

| questions themselves. The Essay prompt is only released as part of the

Question-and-Answer Service
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SAT This service provides a list of question types from the $13.50
Student specified test you took; whether you answered the

- question correctly or incorrectly, or omitted the answer; ‘
Answer and the level of difficulty. waiver

Service* available

Fee

Multiple- When hand scoring of a multiple-choice score is $55
requested, your entire answer sheet will be manually

choice . ‘ i .
- reviewed—you can't request verification of scores for a

Fee

hand score single section on the SAT or just one of several SAT reduction
verification = Subject Tests taken on the same date. available
For SAT only: If you order hand score verification, you
will no longer see the full online score report, and you
won't have access to the Student Answer Service or
Question-and-Answer Service for your hand scored
answer sheet.
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Your Answer Difficulty
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Total Test Takers Mean Score
Number Percent Total ERW

Total 2,136,539 1068 536
Took Essay’ 1,449,142 68% 1096 549
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http://musicthatmakesyoudumb, virgil. gr http://musicthatmakesyoudumb. virgil.gr

Musicthatmakesyoudumb

By Virgll Griffith
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Race / Ethnicity Test Takers Mean Score
Number Percent ERW

American Indian/Alaska Native 10,946 1% 480
Asian 217,971 10% 588

Black/African American 263,318 12% 483

Hispanic/Latino 499,442 23% 501
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 5,620 0% 498
White 930,825 44% 566
Two or More Races 77,078 4% 558
No Response 131,339 6% 472
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First Language Learned Test Takers Mean Score
Number Percent ERW Math

1,359,663 64% 548 535
19% 526 530

English Only

English and Another Language 414,790
246,921 12% 521 547

115,165 5% 463 467

Another Language

No Response
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Total and Section Scores

Total Score
1400-1600 145,023
1200-1390 434,200
1000-1190 741,452
800-990 619,145
600-790 192,267
400-590 4,452

700-800
600-690
500-590
400-490
300-390
200-290

@WHAT? WHY? HOW?

ERW
140,614 |7%

495,747 - 23%

719,988 [ 34%
601,691 [N 25%

170,178 l8%
8,321

Math
202,088. 9%

371,188- 17%
739,109 [ 35%
570,292- 27%

239,597. 1%
14,265
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Total American African Native
Students Female Male Indian Asian

Test Takers 2,136,539 1,117,329 1,018,459 10,946 217,971 263,318 499,442 5,620 930,825

American Hispanic Hawaiian White

Total Score
1400-1600
1200-1390
1000-1190
800-990
600-790
400-590
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American African Native
Male Indian Asian American Hispanic Hawaiian White

Test Takers 2,136,539 1,117,329 1,018,459 10,946 217,971 263,318 499,442 5,620 930,825

Section (Test) Scores - Math’
700-800 (35-40) 9%
600-690 (30-34.5) 17%
500-590 (25-29.5) 35%
400490 (20-24.5) 27%
300-390 (15-19.5) 11%

~ 200-290 (10-14.5) 1%

7%
16%
36%
29%
12%
1%
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Total American African Native
Students Female Male Indian Asian American Hispanic Hawaiian White

Test Takers 2,136,539 1,117,329 1,018,459 10,946 217,971 263,318 499,442 5,620 930,825

Test Scores - Reading
3540 8% 7% 8% 2% 16% 2% 3% 3% 11% 11%
30-34 25% 25% 25% 13% 33% 12% 17% 15% 32% 30%
25-29 34% 36% 33% 31% 32% 33% 35% 35% 36% 35%
20-24 26% 26% 25% 38% 16% 40% 34% 36% 17% 20%
15-19 7% 6% 8% 15% 3% 13% 10% 10% 3% 4%
10-14 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0%
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Test Takers

Test Scores - Writing and Language

35-40
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14

Total
Students

2,136,539

8%
23%
32%
27%

9%

1%
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American African Native

Female Male Indian Asian American Hispanic Hawaiian White

1,117,329 1,018,459 10,946 217,971 263,318 499,442 5,620 930,825

9%
24%
32%
27%

8%

1%
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